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The complex sentence. 
 

  CONJUNCTIONS  
 

  ADVERB CLAUSE LINKERS TRANSITION LINKERS CONJUNCTIONS PREPOSITIONS 

I CO-ORDINATION   and, but, or, nor... besides, except, apart from 

CAUSE-EFFECT because, since, now that, as, as 

long as, so long as, inasmuch as 

therefore, consequently so, for because of, due to 

RESULT so (that)    

OPPOSITION even though, although, though, 

whereas, while 

nevertheless, nonetheless, 

however, on the other hand 

but...anyway, 

but...still, yet...still 

despite, in spite of 

CONDITION if, whether or not, even if, in 

case (that), in the event (that), 

unless, only if, providing (that), 

provided (that) 

otherwise,  or (else) in case of, in the event of 

PURPOSE in order to, so as to, to, so that   for 

II 

 

S 

U 
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I 

N 

A 

T 

I 

O 

N 

TIME    after, before, when, while, 

as, by the time (that), since, 

until, as soon as, once, as 

/so long as, whenever, 

every time (that), the first 

time (that), the last time 

(that), the next time (that) 

 Explanation 
An adverb clause can precede or 

follow an independent clause. 

 

Use the transition with the 

second clause of the pair. It 

shows the relationship of the 

second idea to the first. It is 

movable within the 

sentence. 

Use a conjunction 

between two 

independent 

clauses. 

A preposition must be 

followed by a noun object. 

It is not followed by a 

subject and verb. 

Except Time preps. 

 Punctuation Use a comma if the adverb 

clause goes first. 

Use a period between the 

two sentences. Do not use a 

comma. Use the comma to 

separate the transition off 

from the rest of the 

sentence. 

A comma is 

normally used 

immediately in 

front of the 

conjunction. 

You should normally use a 

comma if the prepositional 

phrase precedes the subject 

and verb of the independent 

clause. 

 Example If it is hot, we will go swimming. 

We will go swimming if it’s hot. 

It was terribly hot. 

Therefore, we went 

swimming 

It was very hot, so 

we went swimming. 

In spite of the hot weather, 

we didn’t swim. 

We didn’t swim in spite of 

the hot weather. 
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I.- Co-ordination 

A.- Co-ordinating conjunctions 

 

And, But, Or, Both...and, Either...or, Neither...nor, Not only...but also 

 

Co-ordinate conjunctions link elements of the same hierarchy in parallel structures (as in Spanish). For example:  

NOUN+ AND +NOUN 

VERB+ AND +VERB 

  AUX+VERB+ AND +(AUX)+VERB 

 

EXAMPLE THEORY 

♦ Both my father and my brother are teachers. When two subjects are connected by both...and... 

the verb is plural. 

♦ Not only my father but also my brother is a teacher. 

♦ Not only my father but also my brothers are teachers. 

♦ Neither my brothers nor my father is a teacher. 

♦ Neither my father nor my brothers are teachers. 

When two subjects are connected by either...or; 

neither...nor; or not only.. but also... the subject 

that is closer to the verb determines whether the 

verb is singular or plural. 

♦ Yesterday it not only rained but (also) hailed. 

not only + verb past simple, but (also) + verb past simple. 

Remember that as they are parallel structures the 

same grammatical form must be used after each 

word of the pair. 

 

More than 2: 

 

Both of them were good: All of them were good. 

Either of the two is good: Any of them is good. 

Neither of the two is good: None of them is good. 

Remember that these forms link only TWO 

subjects. For more subjects you must change the 

forms: 

both  > all 

either > any 

neither > none 
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H.-Fill the gaps with the appropriate correlative forms: 

1) .......... John .......... Peter went to see the baby. They went together. 

2) .......... my father .......... my mother speak three languages: Spanish, Catalan and English. 

3) If you want to go to Madrid from Alicante you can .......... go by plane.......... by train. 

4) I don’t like those two students. I trust .......... the blond one .......... the dark one. 

5) Look Mary. This is not fair.  ..........you tell him .......... I will. 

6) That teacher is terrible. He can .......... speak English .......... write it properly. 

7) She is an actress that works .......... in the theatre .......... in the cinema. 

8) Those students are a real problem. They .......... study .......... let other students study. 

9) The director is not here at the moment. You can .......... wait .......... leave him a note. 

10) .......... my father .......... my mother speaks a word of English. 

11) If you choose the set menu at £6 you can .......... have soup .......... salad for a starter. 

12) .......... did they break into the shop and took all the money, .......... broke every single window pane. 

13) Well, we can do .......... actually, go to the cinema .......... have dinner. 

14) Well, .......... you give me half the money .......... I’ll tell daddy. 

15) .......... Peter .......... his sister are studying to be teachers. They like it very much. 

16) .......... the students ..........the teacher know the truth.  

17) He’s an average student. He’s .......... good ..........bad. 

18) ..........the parents .......... the son knows what is happening.  

19) Go out of my office. .......... you go out .......... I call security.  

20) .......... Michael .......... Sylvia was at home. 
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