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novel, a passage from a newspaper or magazine, even this paragraph". Finally, it should
be said that in the answer key, the "edited authographic versions" add little or notbing.
Cruttenden, Alan. Gimson 's Pronunciation ofEnglish. 6th ed. London: Arnold, 2001,
xix+339 pp.
Reviewed by Antonio Lillo
University of Alicante
If one could use the phrase 'classic text' at this point in the history of phonetics literature,
A.C. Gimson's An Introduction to English Pronunciation would aptly fit the description.
Since its publication in 1962 it has established itself as one of the most accessible and
comprehensive accounts of RP, and this sixth edition, revised by Professor Alan Cruttenden
of the University of Manchester, testifies to its on-going popularity among professional
phoneticians and advanced students ofEnglish alike.
As in the previous edition, Cruttenden retains the original organization and approach
of Gimson' s work, the core of the book being constituted by a commendably full treatment
of the vowels and consonants of RP, with a wealth of examples, articulatory descriptions,
variants, chief sources and advice to foreign learners. In this updated edition, however,
those parts of the book which had already been extensively revised in the fifth edition (1994)
have been improved in several ways, especially the sections on the syllable and on
phonotactics. These have been considerably enriched by the inclusión of relevant
subsections on syllable constituency (pp. 50-51) and on the syllabification of word-medial
sequences (pp. 244-245).
Qther major additions include a new section on pronouncing dictionaries (pp. 317-318)
and the illustration of the acoustics of vowels and consonants, with useful information on
the formant frequencies for puré vowels in connected speech (p. 99) and spectrograms for
vowels (pp. 100-101), obstruents (p. 157) and sonorants (p. 194). Another novel aspect of
this edition is the treatment of current changes within RP (pp. 81-83), which Cruttenden
breaks down into four categories, namely 'changes almost complete' (e.g. [es] > [£:]),
'changes well-established' (e.g. [u:] > [«:]), 'recent innovations' (e.g. the increasingly
frequent use of high rise termináis) and 'innovations on the verge of RP' (e.g. [+] > [u]).
The coverage of the phonetic features of Estuary English (or 'London Regional RP' to use
Cruttenden's term) is also most welcome, since this accent was only touched on in passing
in the previous edition.
Even though a book of this type is not expected to dwell excessively upon stylistic
variation, I believe both the relationship between Cockney, Estuary English and RP and the
description of some of the new trends in RP would have been made somewhat clearer by
appealing to the notion of style (cf. McArthur's [1998:117] description of Estuary Engüsh
as an 'accent-cum-style'). The existence of a range of styles within each accent (RP or
otherwise) is clearly stated in the section on stylistic variation (pp. 293-295) and further
implied in Crutttenden's statement that "there are no categorical boundaries between the
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three types of RP [se General RP, Refined RP and Regional RP] ñor between RP and
regional pronunciations" (pp. 80-81). However, the fact that style and even such social
parameters as sex and age come into play in Üie classificatíon of the changes and innovations
mentioned above should also be explicitly stated. To take an example, the realization of
dark / as a vowel in the región of [o], which Cruttenden regards as a pronunciation 'on the
verge of RP', is indeed typically associated with Cockney and Estuary English, but is also
a feature of casual RP. Quite why this pronunciation should be considered as 'on the verge
of being acceptable as part of General RP' (p. 83) may not be altogether clear to foreign
learners. They should be made aware that some features may be well-established in casual
RP, but on the verge of being acceptable in another, more formal style of pronunciation.
Similarly, Cruttenden's claim that the coalescence of accented alveolar plosive and
following palatal approximant (/t, d/+/j/ > /tf, (P,/) is 'well-established' in RP is also
debatable. My impression is that such pronunciations as tune /tfu:n/ and endure /iridjua/,
though increasingly used by younger speakers of RP, have a distinct Cockney or Estuarine
flavour and are still strongly disapproved of by many speakers of General RP. Again, it
would perhaps be more realistic to claim that this type of yod-coalescence may be heard in
casual RP.
Bearing in mind that the book is widely used in phonetics and pronunciation courses
around the world, it is welcome that Cruttenden has complemented the sections dealing with
advice to foreign learners by introducing useful tips for Arabic, Cantónese and Bantu
learners. A sprinkling of advice is also given to learners of such linguistic backgrounds as
Thai and Malay. It is only very occasionally that relevant information that may be of interest
to foreign students seems to be lacking. Thus in the section on neutralization (p. 46), a brief
reference to the neutralization of /i: - 1/ and /u: - u/ (e.g. silly /'sili/, to evalúate /tu
i'vajljueit/) would seem to be in order if only because the symbols /i/ and /u/, albeit not
really phonemic, are now used in the two major pronouncing dictionaries (Jones 1997 and
Wells 2000), as well as in a number of advanced leamer's dictionaries (both these symbols
were adopted by The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English in 1978) and
phonology textbooks. Of these two neutralizations, only the realization of word-final
unaccented lil as [i ~ i ~ i:] is briefly dealt with in two different sections (pp. 82,107), yet
no mention is made of other environments in which the /i - i:/ opposition is commonly
neutralized (e.g. in morpheme-final position before a vowel). In my view, the advice that
learners can use either [i] or [i] for the ending < y > in words likep/fy and memory (p. 109)
should be qualified by noting that the vast rnajority of British and American speakers
actuallyuse[i].
I would ventare to say that the additions and corrections any phonetician can make to
this book are likeiy to concern minor points. The few observations I have offered here
should make it sufficiently clear that this new edition is a tour de forcé of useful, wellexplained information that accurately refleets both the current state of RP and the findings
of recent research on pronunciation. Cruttenden's reputation as a phonetician plainly shows
throughout the book. Once I started reading it, I could not help but wonder if perhaps
Erasmus was mistaken when he said "as no one is so good that he cannot be made better,
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so no book is so complete that it cannot be improved" (letter to John Botzhekn, 1523).
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