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BUILDING A GLOSSARY OF LINGUISTIC TERMS 
ON TERMINOLOGY… 
 
I recommend you to start building your own glossary (words and terms to remember) with 
every technical term you find in the task sheets and reading assignments for this course. 
Here are some documents to help you think about building a glossary. 
 

 

Books (available in the Campus libraries) 
 

FINCH, Geoffrey (2000): Linguistic terms and concepts, Series How to Study. London: 

Macmillan Press. 

FINCH, Geoffrey (1998): How to study Linguistics, London: Macmillan. 

 

Internet 
 

Glossary of linguistic terms – http://www.sil.org/linguistics/GlossaryOfLinguisticTerms/ 
 

 
 
Start building your own glossary of terms that are new to you or that you have come to 
understand in a new way. 
 

Design recommendations 

 
New Term         Source 
 

 
Technical meaning 
 

 
 
Layperson’s definition 
 

 
 

 
 
Example 
 

 

http://www.sil.org/linguistics/GlossaryOfLinguisticTerms/
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Continue building your own glossary of terms. Here are some terms for you to start with: 
 

Allophone 
Universal 
Phoneme 

Child language 
Diachronic 
Level of analysis 

Register 
Definition 
Lexeme 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


