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OBJETIVES 

Through the study of this subject you will learn how to manage your bibliography properly, 
acquiring a series of competences that will enable you: 

• Act responsibly, ethically and legally in the use of the information used to prepare 
an academic work. 

• Identify the most appropriate citation style for each scientific discipline. 

• Identify and correctly elaborate bibliographic references corresponding to different 
types of documents, according to the Vancouver style. 

• Learn how to cite in-text documents used in academic work using the Vancouver 
style. 

• Prepare the final reference list. 

 

AVOIDING PLAGIARISM: CITING AND REFERENCING 

When writing an academic paper, it is essential to clearly identify which ideas and 
information have been taken from other sources and which are actually the product of the 
author of the paper. This topic will teach you how to use information ethically and avoid 
any kind of plagiarism. 

When you use someone else's words or ideas without mentioning them, you are committing 
a type of theft called plagiarism.    

In Spain, authorship rights are protected by the Intellectual Property Law. You can find 
more information about plagiarism and copyright on the Intellectual Property website 
developed by the Library. 

 

Plagiarism can consist of presenting as one's own a document produced by another 
person, but it is also plagiarism to copy or paraphrase ideas or texts from other 
sources and include them in one's own work without indicating who the real author is. 

https://www.boe.es/diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2014-11404
https://biblioteca.ua.es/en/investiga-y-publica/pi/intellectual-property.html
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Correctly citing the sources consulted in the preparation of our work allows us to: 

• Acknowledge the work of other authors. 

• Avoid plagiarism. 

• Make it easy for anyone to locate the sources of information cited in the paper. 

• Providing credibility and consistency in our work. 

There are multiple citation styles, some are discipline-specific and others are used only 
in certain scientific publications. 

To avoid plagiarism, whenever you use what someone else has said or 
when you summarise or paraphrase information found in books, 
articles or websites, you should always indicate the source by means 
of a citation within the text and its corresponding reference in the 
bibliography section, which is usually placed at the end of the work. 
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In this module we will describe the characteristics of one of the main citation styles in 
science: the Vancouver style. 

BASIC CONCEPTS 

In order to prepare your paper, you need to be clear about some basic concepts such as 
citation, bibliographic reference and the difference between reference list and 
bibliography. To do this, we recommend that you review the section Citations and 
bibliographical references on the BUA website. You can also access the different citation 
styles available on the same page. 

If you want to find out how to manage your bibliographic references, consult the section 
Managers of bibliographic references on our website. 

VANCOUVER STYLE 

 

In 1978, leading medical journal editors met in Vancouver, Canada, to establish common 
guidelines for the format of manuscripts submitted to their journals. This group, which 
came to be known as the Vancouver Group, grew and evolved into the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). The ICMJE has produced multiple editions 
of this document, previously known as the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals (URMs). It is now known as “Recommendations for the 
Conduct, Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals” 

Recommendations for the conduct, reporting, editing, and publication of scholarly 
work in medical journals, better known as Vancouver style, is a set of guidelines for 
the publication of manuscripts in Health Sciences, including rules on how to make 
bibliographic references. 

The Vancouver style for bibliographic references is based on the style 
developed by the National Library of Medicine (NLM) for its databases. 
Examples of the different formats for bibliographic references can be 
found in Citing Medicine: the NLM style guide for authors, editors, and 
publishers. We can also consult Samples of formatted references for 
authors of journal articles based on Citing Medicine and maintained 
by the NLM. 

 

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 

https://biblioteca.ua.es/en/you-study-and-learn/elaboration-and-management-of-bibliographic-citations/citation-and-bibliographic-reference.html
https://biblioteca.ua.es/en/you-study-and-learn/elaboration-and-management-of-bibliographic-citations/citation-and-bibliographic-reference.html
https://biblioteca.ua.es/en/you-study-and-learn/elaboration-and-management-of-bibliographic-citations/managers-of-bibliographic-references.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html
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HOW TO CITE IN-TEXT 

• References should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they are first 
mentioned in the text. Identify references in text, tables, and legends by Arabic 
numerals in parentheses. 

• If several references are included in the same citation, several numbers separated 
by commas should be included when there are only two or if they are not 
consecutive. If there are more than two consecutive references, they may be 
connected by a hyphen. 

In-text references: 

The tendency to favour one eye over the other in perceptual or motor 
tasks is known as ocular dominance (1) or eye preference as a generic 
term (2). Although there are three criteria, which serve to define the 
eye dominance (3) and the most common is measuring the sighting 
dominance. 

 

In the reference list: 

1. Porac C, Coren S. Dominant eye. Psychol Bull. 1976; 83(5):880–97. 

2. Coren S, Kaplan CP. Patterns of ocular dominance. Am J Optom Arch 
Am Acad Optom. 1973;50(4):283–92. 

3. Mapp AP, Ono H, Barbeito R. What does the dominant eye dominate? 
A brief and somewhat contentious review. Percept Psychophys. 
2003;65(2):310–7. 

Modern scientific nomenclature really began with Linnaeus in botany 
(1), but other disciplines (2,3) were not many years behind in 
developing various systems (4-7) for nomenclature and symbolization. 
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• A journal, while formally adhering to the ICMJE Uniformity requirements, may have 
its own particularities. For example, many of them prefer to place the citation 
numbers in superscript. 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR REFERENCES 

• Each reference normally contains the following required elements: author, title, 
publisher, place and date of publication. Other sections, such as length, secondary 
authors and location of the document, are usually optional. 

• The names of the authors should be included in the order in which they appear in 
the text. Enter surname (family or last name) first for each author. Convert given 
(first) names and middle names to initials, for a maximum of two initials following 
each surname. 

• We should include the names of all authors regardless of the number of authors. 
However, if we want to limit their number, we could include only the first 3 or 6 
followed by a comma and the expression "et al." or "and others". 

All of the references that contributed to the work are presented in a list called 
“references”, “end references”, “literature cited”, or “bibliography”. 

Gatifloxacin1 is a member of the fluoroquinolone antibiotic family.2,3 It 
is approved for treatment of bacterial conjunctivitis caused by a broad 
range of microorganisms.4-8 

 

Rastan S, Hough T, Kierman A, Hardisty R, Erven A, Gray IC, Voeling 
S, Isaacs A, Tsai H, Strivens M, Washbourne R, Thornton C, Greenaway 
S, Hewitt M, McCormick S, Selley R, Wells C, Tymowska-Lalanne Z, 
Roby P, Mburu P, Rogers D, Hagan J, Reavill C, Davies K, Glenister P, 
Fisher EM, Martin J, Vizor L, Bouzyk M, Kelsell D, Guenet JL, Steel KP, 
Sheardown S, Spurr N, Gray I, Peters J, Nolan PM, Hunter AJ, Brown 
SD. Towards a mutant map of the mouse--new models of neurological, 
behavioural, deafness, bone, renal and blood disorders. Genetica. 
2004 Sep;122(1):47-9. 
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• Whenever possible, an English translation of book titles written in another language 
should be included in square brackets. In the case of scientific journal articles, such 
a translation is considered mandatory and may replace the original title or be 
included after it. The original language of the document is indicated at the end of 
the reference. 

• Ignore diacritics, accents, and special characters in titles. This rule ignores some 
conventions used in non-English languages to simplify rules for English-language 
publications. 

 

• Subtitles can be placed after the title, separated by a colon and a space. The 
subtitle begins with a lower-case letter. 

 

Rastan S, Hough T, Kierman A, et al. Towards a mutant map of the 
mouse--new models of neurological, behavioural, deafness, bone, 
renal and blood disorders. Genetica. 2004 Sep;122(1):47-9. 

Gomez-Torres MJ, Aviles M, Girela JL, Murcia V, Fernandez-Colom PJ, 
Romeu A, and others. Characterization of the lectin binding pattern 
in human spermatozoa after swim-up selection. Histol Histopathol. 
2012;27(12):1621-8. 

Ochoa S. Base molecular de la expresion del mensaje genetico 
[Molecular basis of gene expression]. Madrid: Consejo Superior de 
Investigaciones Científicas; 2000. 219 p. Spanish. 

Berrino F, Gatta G, Crosignani P. [Case-control evaluation of screening 
efficacy]. Epidemiol Prev. 2004 Nov-Dec;28(6):354-9. Italian. 

Izzo JL Jr, Black HR, editors. Hypertension primer: the essentials of 
high blood pressure. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins; c2003. 
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• Place of publication, publisher and date of publication are mandatory items in some 
references such as books. If these elements are not mentioned in the document, 
they will be indicated by the expressions [place unknown], [publisher unknown] and 
[date unknown]. 

• If several places of publication appear, only the first city shown or the one that 
appears more highlighted should be indicated. Do not include several cities. If the 
place is not well known, a two-letter abbreviation for the US state, Canadian 
province or country of publication can be added in parentheses to avoid confusion. 

• If more than one publisher is found in a document, use the first one given or the 
one set in the largest type or bold type. Do not list multiple publishers. 

• If no date of publication can be found, but the publication contains a date of 
copyright, use the date of copyright preceded by the letter "c". Some publications 
have both a date of publication and a date of copyright. Use only the date of 
publication unless three or more years separate the two dates. In this situation, use 
both dates, beginning with the year of publication.  

Wilson JD. Steroid 5 alpha-reductase 2 deficiency. [place unknown: 
publisher unknown]; 1992. 

Kuttner L. A child in pain: how to help, what to do. [place unknown]: 
Hartley & Marks; 1996. 

Minkler M. Community organizing and community building for health. 
2nd ed. New Brunswick (NJ): Rutgers University Press; c2005. 489 p. 

Hall N. The role of the social welfare sector in Africa: strengthening 
the capacities of vulnerable children and families in the context of 
HIV/AIDS. Berne (Switzerland): International Federation of Social 
Workers; 2000. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7254/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7254/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7254/
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• If neither a date of publication nor a date of copyright can be found, but a date 
can be estimated because of material in the book itself or on accompanying 
material, insert a question mark after the estimated date and place date 
information in square brackets. 

• Begin location of the part of a book with "p." followed by a space. Enter the page 
number or numbers on which the part appears. Do not repeat page numbers unless 
they are followed by a letter. Include a letter (often S for Supplement or A for 
Appendix) when it precedes the page number. 

REFERENCES BY DOCUMENT TYPE 

In this section, you will learn how to reference all types of sources. 

• Published print documents 

Research Task Force on Risk-Based Inservice Testing Guidelines. Risk-
based testing: development of guidelines. New York: American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers; 2000, c1996. 

Pathak L, editor. Echocardiography noninvasive diagnosis. Bombay: 
Cardiological Society of India; [1980?]. 

Whiteside TL, Heberman RB. Effectors of immunity and rationale for 
immunotherapy. In: Kufe DW, Pollock RE, Weichselbaum RR, Bast RC 
Jr, Gansler TS, Holland JF, Frei E 3rd, editors. Cancer medicine 6. 
Hamilton (ON): BC Decker Inc; 2003. p. 221-8. 

Bush K. Other β-lactam antibiotics. In: Finch RG, Greenwood D, 
Norrby SR, Whitley RJ, editors. Antibiotic and chemotherapy: anti-
infective agents and their use in therapy. 8th ed. New York: Churchill 
Livingstone; 2003. p. 259-78. 

Hop LT, Berger J. Multiple micronutrient supplementation improves 
anemia, micronutrient nutrient status, and growth of Vietnamese 
infants: double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled trial. J Nutr. 
2005 Mar;135(3):660S-665S. 
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• Audio and visual media 

• Material on CD-ROM, DVD, or Disk 

• Material on the Internet (Online) 

PUBLISHED PRINT DOCUMENTS 

BOOKS 

BOOKS 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s)/Editor(s) Jenkins PF 

Title Making sense of the chest x-ray: a hands-on guide 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher New York: Oxford University Press 

Date of publication 2005 

 

Jenkins PF. Making sense of the chest x-ray: a hands-on guide. New 
York: Oxford University Press; 2005. 
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Secondary authors 

• If there is no author, move secondary authors such as editors and translators to the 
author position in the reference. Follow the last-named editor with a comma and 
the word editor or editors; the last-named translator with a comma and the word 
translator or translators. 

 

• If no person or organization can be identified as the author and no editors or 
translators are given, begin the reference with the title of the book. Do not use 
anonymous. 

CONTRIBUTION TO BOOKS 

• Rather than citing a book as a whole, separately identified portions of a book may 
be cited. Chapters, sections, tables, charts, graphs, photographs, appendixes, and 
the like are considered parts of books when they are written or compiled by the 
authors of the book. They are contributions when the book has an overall editor or 
editors and the individual chapters or other components in the book are written by 
various authors, usually called contributors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handbook of geriatric drug therapy. Springhouse (PA): Springhouse; 
c2000. 

Lopez-Goni I, Moriyon I, editors. Brucella: molecular and cellular 
biology. Wymondham (England): Horizon Bioscience; c2004. 
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CONTRIBUTION TO BOOKS 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) of contribution Anderson RJ, Schrier RW 

Title of contribution Acute renal failure 

In: In: 

Editor(s) of book Braunwald E, Isselbacher KJ, Petersdorf RG, editors 

Title of book Harrison's principles in internal medicine 

Edition 15th ed 

Place of publication: Publisher New York: McGraw-Hill 

Date of publication c2001 

Location of contribution p. 1149-55 
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CONFERENCE PUBLICATIONS 

• Conference proceedings 

 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

 

 

 

 

Reference elements 
 

Editor(s) Delgado-García JM, Pan X, Sánchez-Campusano R, 
Wang R, editors 

Anderson RJ, Schrier RW. Acute renal failure. In: Braunwald E, 
Isselbacher KJ, Petersdorf RG, editors. Harrison's principles in internal 
medicine. 15th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill; c2001. p. 1149-55. 

Conference proceedings are a collection of the papers presented at a 
conference, symposium, congress, or other meeting. They share many 
characteristics with books; the major difference in citing them lies in 
their titles and in the provision of information about the dates and 
places of the conferences. 
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Book title Advances in cognitive neurodynamics (VI) 

Conference number and conference 
title 

Proceedings of the Sixth International Conference on 
Cognitive Neurodynamics – 2017 

Date of conference (optional) 2017 Aug 1-5 

Place of conference (optinal)  Carmona, Spain 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher Singapore: Springer Nature 

Date of publication c2018 

 

 

• Conference papers 

 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 

 

 

Reference elements  

Delgado-García JM, Pan X, Sánchez-Campusano R, Wang R, editors. 
Advances in cognitive neurodynamics (VI). Proceedings of the Sixth 
International Conference on Cognitive Neurodynamics – 2017; 2017 Aug 
1-5; Carmona, Spain. Singapore: Springer Nature; c2018. 
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Author(s) of paper Christensen S, Oppacher F. 

Title of paper 
An analysis of Koza's computational effort statistic for 
genetic programming 

In: In: 

Editor(s) of proceedings 
Foster JA, Lutton E, Miller J, Ryan C, Tettamanzi AG, 
editors 

Book title Genetic programming 

Conference title 
EuroGP 2002: Proceedings of the 5th European 
Conference on Genetic Programming 

Conference date (optional) 2002 Apr 3-5 

Place of conference (optional) Kinsdale, Ireland 

Place of publication: Publisher Berlin: Springer 

Date of publication 2002 

Location p. 182-91 

 

 

DISSERTATIONS AND THESES 

DISSERTATIONS AND THESES 

 

Reference elements 

 

Christensen S, Oppacher F. An analysis of Koza's computational effort 
statistic for genetic programming. In: Foster JA, Lutton E, Miller J, 
Ryan C, Tettamanzi AG, editors. Genetic programming. EuroGP 2002: 
Proceedings of the 5th European Conference on Genetic Programming; 
2002 Apr 3-5; Kinsdale, Ireland. Berlin: Springer; 2002. p. 182-91. 
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Author Borkowski MM 

Title 
Infant sleep and feeding: a telephone survey of Hispanic 
Americans 

[dissertation/master's 
theses] [dissertation] 

Place of publication: 
Publisher Mount Pleasant (MI): Central Michigan University 

Date of publication 2002 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES   

• Abbreviate significant words in a journal title and omit other words, such as 
articles, conjunctions, and prepositions. Capitalize all remaining title words, 
including abbreviations. Do not abbreviate journal titles consisting of a single word. 

• The source for title-word abbreviations is the NLM Catalog, which includes an 
interface to search by journal title, and the complete active PubMed title list.   

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Borkowski MM. Infant sleep and feeding: a telephone survey of Hispanic 
Americans [dissertation]. Mount Pleasant (MI): Central Michigan 
University; 2002. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/?term=currentlyindexed+OR+journalspmc
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Author(s) Morales A, Ivorra I, Gallego R 

Article title 
Membrane properties of glossopharyngeal sensory 
neurons in the petrosal ganglion of the cat 

Journal title Brain Res 

Date of publication 1987 

Volume number (issue) 401(2) 

Location 340-6 

PATENTS 

• Patents are a special type of legal document requiring specific information.      

• Patents have two types of "authors", the inventor(s) of the device, process, or other 
entity being patented, and the "assignee", the organization or individual(s) holding 
legal title to the patent. Note that assignee is used to refer to both a single patent 
holder or multiple holders. 

 

PATENTS 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s), inventor(s) Myers K, Nguyen C, inventors 

Author(s), assignee Medtronic 3F Therapeutics, Inc., assignee 

Morales A, Ivorra I, Gallego R. Membrane properties of 
glossopharyngeal sensory neurons in the petrosal ganglion of the cat. 
Brain Res. 1987;401(2):340-6. 
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Title Prosthetic heart valve 

Patent country code 
Patent number United States patent US 6,911,043 

Date issued 2005 Jun 28 

 

AUDIO AND VISUAL MEDIA 

BOOKS AND OTHER INDIVIDUAL TITLES IN AUDIOVISUAL FORMATS  

 

 

 

 

Audiovisuals include videocassettes, audiocassettes, videodiscs, motion pictures, 
and slides. 

An audiovisual maybe published in monograph form, such as a book on 
videodisc, or in journal form, distributed on videocassette or 
audiocassette. Cite audiovisuals using the standard format for journals 
and books , but add a type of medium after the title to alert the user 
that special equipment is needed to view the publication. 

The extent or length of an audiovisual is an optional component of a 
reference that may provide useful information to the reader. 

Myers K, Nguyen C, inventors; Medtronic 3F Therapeutics, Inc., 
assignee. Prosthetic heart valve. United States patent US 6,911,043. 
2005 Jun 28. 
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BOOK IN AUDIOVISUAL FORMAT 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s)/Editor(s) Baxley N, Dunaway C. 

Title 
Cognition, creativity, and behavior: the Columban 
simulations 

[Type of medium] [motion picture] 

Edition  

[Type of medium] Champaign (IL): Research Press Company 

Date of publication 1982 

Extent: Physical description 
(optional) 1 reel: 30 min., sound, color, 16 mm. 

JOURNAL ARTICLES IN AUDIOVISUAL FORMATS 

• Journal articles in audiovisual formats are usually found in videocassette or 
audiocassette form. With the advent of CD-ROM and the Internet, many of these 
titles either ceased publication or migrated to the newer formats, but a few 
continue to be published and older articles continue to be cited. 

Baxley N, Dunaway C. Cognition, creativity, and behavior: the 
Columban simulations [motion picture]. Champaign (IL): Research 
Press Company; 1982. 1 reel: 30 min., sound, color, 16 mm. 
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 JOURNAL ARTICLES IN AUDIOVISUAL FORMATS 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) Vassar GJ, Harris JM, Teichman JM. 

Article title 
Techniques in percutaneous nephrolithotomy using 
the Holmium:Yag laser 

Journal title Videourol Times 

[Type of medium] [videocassette] 

Date of publication;volume 
number(issue):[location] 1998;11(2):[presentation 6, 10 min.] 

Physical description (optional) 1 videocassette: sound, color, 1/2 in. 

Videocassettes and audiocassettes do not use page numbers, so 
citations to journal articles in these formats require the addition of 
information on their placement within the cassette. 

Vassar GJ, Harris JM, Teichman JM. Techniques in percutaneous 
nephrolithotomy using the Holmium:Yag laser. Videourol Times 
[videocassette]. 1998;11(2):[presentation 6, 10 min.]. 1 videocassette: 
sound, color, 1/2 in. 
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MATERIAL ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

A book or other type of monograph on CD-ROM, DVD, or disk is cited in a way similar to 
such books appearing in print, with these exceptions: 

• Because special equipment is needed to view these materials, the type of medium 
(CD-ROM, DVD, disk) is placed in square brackets after the title. 

• If the CD-ROM, DVD, or disk has been updated or revised since the initial date of 
publication, the date of update/revision is added in square brackets after the date 
of publication. 

• Extent (pagination) is given in terms of the number and type of physical pieces, 
such as 1 DVD or 2 CD-ROMs. 

• Physical description such as color and size may be added after the extent. 

• System requirements such as the names and versions of any required software may 
be included as a note. 

BOOKS ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

BOOKS ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s)/Editor(s)    Subbarao M. 

Title Tough cases in carotid stenting 

[Type of medium] [DVD] 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher Woodbury (CT): Cine-Med, Inc. 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision] 2003 

Extent: physical description (optional) 1 DVD: sound, color, 4 3/4 in. 
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JOURNAL ARTICLES ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK  

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) Buchler MW, Knaebel HP. 

Article title 
Partial pancreaticoduodenectomy with superior 
mesenteric vein reconstruction 

Journal title Real Surg 

[Type of medium] [DVD] 

Date of publication;volume number 
(issue):[location] 

2004 May;1(5):[35 min.] 

 

DATABASES ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

• There are two broad categories of databases found on CD-ROM, DVD, or disk: serial 
and single. Serial databases contain records or other entries that have been 

Subbarao M. Tough cases in carotid stenting [DVD]. Woodbury (CT): 
Cine-Med, Inc.; 2003. 1 DVD: sound, color, 4 3/4 in. 

Buchler MW, Knaebel HP. Partial pancreaticoduodenectomy with 
superior mesenteric vein reconstruction. Real Surg [DVD]. 2004 
May;1(5):[35 min.]. 
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collected over a period of time, with new or updated versions issued at stated 
intervals. Serial databases are either open or closed. Open databases continue to 
have new records added to them or to have existing records updated; in closed 
databases no records are being added or updated. 

• To cite an open serial database, give the beginning date of the database followed 
by a hyphen, 3 spaces, and a period. 

• To cite a closed serial database, give the beginning and ending dates, separated by 
a hyphen.  

• Single databases are collections of records published only once, usually with no 
intention of updating or adding records at a future date, although minor 
corrections/changes may be made. To cite a single database, give the one date of 
publication as you would for a standard book. If you are unsure whether a database 
is a serial or single one, cite it as a single. 

 

DATABASES ON CD-ROM, DVD, OR DISK 

 

Reference elements  

Autor(s)/Editor(s)  

Title Health and psychosocial instruments 

[Type of medium] [CD-ROM] 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher 
Pittsburgh (PA): Behavioral Measurement Database 
Services 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision] 1992 - 2003 

Extent: Physical description (optional) CD-ROMs: color, 4 3/4 in. 
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MATERIAL ON THE INTERNET (ONLINE) 

An Internet material is cited the same way that a print document is cited, with these 
exceptions: 

• Use the word "Internet" in square brackets as the Type of Medium after the title 

• Include any date of update/revision and a date of citation in square brackets 
following the date of publication. 

• Provide the URL or other electronic address of the item. Begin with the phrase 
"Available from" followed by a colon and a space.    

• If the document has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) we can optionally include it as 
a note. 

• End with a period only if the URL ends with a slash (/), otherwise end with no 
punctuation. 

BOOKS ON THE INTERNET 

BOOKS ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s)/Editor(s) Marco RAW, editor 

Title 
Metastatic spine disease: a guide to diagnosis and 
management 

Health and psychosocial instruments [CD-ROM]. Pittsburgh (PA): 
Behavioral Measurement Database Services. 1992 - 2003. CD-ROMs: 
color, 4 3/4 in. 
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[Internet] [Internet] 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher Cham (Switzerland): Springer 

Date of publication 2018 

[Date of update/revision; date of 
citation] 

[cited 2022 Jun 27] 

Availability 

Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-
76252-4  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS ON THE INTERNET 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) of contribution Montagnese S, Amodio P    

Title of contribution Hepatic encephalopathy diagnosis conundrums 

Marco RAW, editor. Metastatic spine disease: a guide to 
diagnosis and management [Internet]. Cham (Switzerland): 
Springer; 2018 [cited 2022 Jun 27]. Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-76252-4 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-76252-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-76252-4
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In: In: 

Editor(s) of book Bajaj JS, editor 

Title of book 
Diagnosis and management of hepatic encephalopathy: a 
case-based guide 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Edition   

Place of publication: Publisher Cham (Switzerland): Springer 

Date of publication 2018 

[Date of update/revision; date of 
citation] [cited 2022 Jun 27] 

Location p. 117-28 

Availability 

Avalaible from: 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-
76798-7_8  

 

 

 

CONFERENCES PUBLICATIONS ON THE INTERNET 

• Conference proceedings on the Internet 

 

 

Montagnese S, Amodio P. Hepatic encephalopathy diagnosis 
conundrums. In: Bajaj JS, editor. Diagnosis and 
management of hepatic encephalopathy: a case-based 
guide [Internet]. Cham (Switzerland): Springer; 2018 [cited 
2022 Jun 27]. p. 117-28. Avalaible from: 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-
76798-7_88 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-76798-7_8
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-3-319-76798-7_8
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CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Editor(s) Riaño D, Wilk S, ten Teije, A, editors 

Title of book Artificial intelligence in medicine 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Conference number and 
conference title 

17th Conference on Artificial Intelligence in Medicine, 
AIME 2019 

Date of conference (optional) 2019 Jun 26-29 

Place of conference (optional) Poznan, Poland 

Place of publication: Publisher Cham (Switzerland): Springer Nature Switzerland 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision; date of 
citation] 2019 [cited 2022 Nov 20] 

Availability 

Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-030-
21642-9  

 

 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-030-21642-9
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-030-21642-9
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• Contributed paper in a conference proceeding on the Internet 

 

CONTRIBUTED PAPER IN A CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) of paper Vodyanoy V 

Title of paper 
Characterization of primo nodes and vessels by high 
resolution light microscopy 

In: In: 

Editor(s) of proceedings Soh K, Kang KA, Harrison DK, editors 

Book title 
The primo vascular system: its role in cancer and 
regeneration 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Conference number and 
conference title 1st International Symposium on Primo Vascular System 2010 

Riaño D, Wilk S, ten Teije, A, editors. Artificial intelligence in 
medicine [Internet]. 17th Conference on Artificial Intelligence 
in Medicine, AIME 2019; 2019 Jun 26-29; Poznan, Poland. Cham 
(Switzerland): Springer Nature Switzerland; 2019 [cited 2022 
Nov 20]. Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-030-21642-9 
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Date of conference (optional) 2010 Sep 17-18 

Place of conference (optional) Jecheon, Korea 

Place of publication: Publisher New York: Springer 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision; date of 
citation] 

c2012 [cited 2022 Jun 20] 

Location p. 83-94 

Availability 

Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-4614-
0601-3_12  

DISSERTATION AND THESES ON THE INTERNET  

 

DISSERTATION AND THESES ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author Vorwerk C 

Vodyanoy V. Characterization of primo nodes and vessels by 
high resolution light microscopy. In: Soh K, Kang KA, Harrison 
DK, editors. The primo vascular system: its role in cancer and 
regeneration [Internet].1st International Symposium on Primo 
Vascular System 2010; 2010 Sep 17-18; Jecheon, Korea.  New 
York: Springer; c2012 [cited 2022 Jun 20]. p. 83-94. Available 
from: https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-4614-
0601-3_12 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-4614-0601-3_12
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-4614-0601-3_12
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Title 
Non-invasive cardio-haemodynamic assessment in adult emergency 
department patients with sepsis 

[dissertation / master's 
theses on the Internet] [dissertation on the Internet] 

Place of publication: 
Publisher Leicester (England): University of Leicester 

Date of publication [date 
of citation] 2011 [cited 2022 Jun 3] 

Availability Available from: https://hdl.handle.net/2381/10975  

JOURNAL ARTICLES ON THE INTERNET  

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) 
Gomez-Torres MJ, Ten J, Girela JL, Romero J, Bernabeu R, 
De Juan J 

Vorwerk C. Non-invasive cardio-haemodynamic assessment in 
adult emergency department patients with sepsis [dissertation 
on the Internet]. Leicester (England): University of Leicester. 
2011 [cited 2022 Jun 3]. Available from: 
https://hdl.handle.net/2381/10975 

https://hdl.handle.net/2381/10975
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Article title 
Sperm immobilized before intracytoplasmic sperm injection 
undergo ultrastructural damage and acrosomal disruption 

Journal title  Fertil Steril 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Date of publication 2007 Sep 

[Date of update/revision; date 
of citation] [cited 2022 Jul 10] 

Volume number (issue): 
location 88(3):702-4 

Availability 
Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fertnstert.2006.12.063 

 

WEB SITES  

WEB SITES 

 

Reference elements  

Author(s) International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Title 
Recommendations on Biochemical & Organic Nomenclature, 
Symbols & Terminology 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Gomez-Torres MJ, Ten J, Girela JL, Romero J, Bernabeu R, De Juan J. 
Sperm immobilized before intracytoplasmic sperm injection undergo 
ultrastructural damage and acrosomal disruption. Fertil Steril 
[Internet]. 2007 Sep [cited 2022 Jul 10];88(3):702-4. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fertnstert.2006.12.063 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fertnstert.2006.12.063
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Edition   

Place of publication: Publisher London: University of London, Queen Mary, School of 
Biological and Chemical Sciences 

Date of publication  

[Date of update/revision; date 
of citation] [updated 2022 May 19; cited 2022 Jun 22] 

Availability Available from: https://www.qmul.ac.uk/sbcs/iupac/  

 

ENTIRE DATABASES/RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS/DATASETS ON THE INTERNET 

DATABASES ON THE INTERNET 

 

 

Reference elements  

Title MeSH Database 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Edition  

Place of publication: Publisher Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US) 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision; date of citation] 2003 Apr -   [cited 2022 Jul 31] 

International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. 
Recommendations on Biochemical & Organic Nomenclature, 
Symbols & Terminology etc. [Internet]. London: University of 
London, Queen Mary, School of Biological and Chemical Sciences; 
[updated 2022 May 19; cited 2022 Jun 22]. Available from: 
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/sbcs/iupac/. 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/sbcs/iupac/
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Availability Available from: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh  

PARTS OF DATABASES/DATASETS ON THE INTERNET 

• Rather than citing a whole database, portions of a database may be cited. Individual 
records, tables, datasets, and the like are considered parts of databases/datasets 
when they do not have individual authorship, i.e., they are written or compiled by 
the authors of the database. They are contributions when the database has 
individual records or other components written by various authors, usually called 
contributors. 

PART OF DATABASE ON THE INTERNET 

 

Reference elements 
 

Title of database Cornell University Poisonous Plants Informational Database 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Place of publication: 
Publisher Ithaca (NY): Cornell University, Department of Animal Science 

Date of publication of 
database [date unknown] 

Name and number/letter of 
part 

 

Title of part Pyridine alkaloids 

Date of publication [date of 
update/revision; date of 
citation] of part [updated 2019 Feb 28; cited 2022 Jun 16]; 

Location (Extent) of part [about 2 screens] 

MeSH Database [Internet]. Bethesda (MD): National Library of 
Medicine (US). 2003 Apr -   [cited 2022 Jul 31]. Available from: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh
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Availability of part 
Available from: 
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/toxicagents/pyridine.html   

Language (if not English)  

Notes (optional)  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATABASES/DATASETS ON THE INTERNET 

• There are two types of contributions: those written expressly for the database, 
such as a review produced for the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, and 
those written for a primary publication such as a journal or book that is cited in the 
database. A journal article in a bibliographic database such as PubMed is an 
example of the latter. The first type of contribution contains only an author and 
title, and sometimes a date of publication; it has no place of publication, publisher, 
or other publication information separate from the database. The second type, 
however, contains full publication information.  

Cornell University Poisonous Plants Informational Database 
[Internet]. Ithaca (NY): Cornell University, Department of Animal 
Science. [date unknown] -   . Pyridine alkaloids; [updated 2019 Feb 
28; cited 2022 Jun 16]; [about 2 screens]. Available from: 
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/toxicagents/pyridine.html 

Contributions are separately identified records, sections, or other portions of 
Internet databases/datasets that are provided by individuals or organizations other 
than the database builders. They thus have distinct authorship. 

Although directions are provided here for creating citations to items 
published elsewhere and cited in a database, this format for 
contributions should rarely be used in a reference list. Unless only 
information found in the database record is used, articles, books, and 
other publications should be located directly and cited as their original 
form.   

http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/toxicagents/pyridine.html
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CONTRIBUTION TO DATABASE 

 

Reference elements   

Author(s) Bunyavejchevin S, Phupong V. 

Title of contribution 
Laparoscopic surgery for presumed benign ovarian tumor during 
pregnancy 

Date of publication 
[date of 
update/revision; date of 
citation] of contribution 2013 Jan 31 [cited 2022 Jun 20] 

In: In: 

Title of database Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Place of publication: 
Publisher [place unknown]: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. c2000 

Date of publication c2000 -    

Location (Extent) [about 9 p.] 

Availability of 
contribution 

Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD
005459.pub3/full  

Notes Record No.: CD005459 

 

Bunyavejchevin S, Phupong V. Laparoscopic surgery for presumed benign 
ovarian tumor during pregnancy. 2013 Jan 31 [cited 2022 Jun 20]. In: 
Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews [Internet]. [place unknown]: 
John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. c2000 -   . [about 9 p.]. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD0054
59.pub3/full Record No.: CD005459. 

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD005459.pub3/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD005459.pub3/full
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DATA SET DEPOSIT RECORD 

 

 

Reference elements   

Author(s) 

Kraemer MUG, Sinka ME, Duda KA, Mylne A, Shearer FM, Brady OJ, 
Messina JP, Barker CM, Moore CG, Carvalho RG, Coelho GE, Van Bortel 
W, Hendrickx G, Schaffner F, Wint GRW, Elyazar IRF, Teng H, Hay SI 

Title 
The global compendium of Aedes aegypti and Ae. albopictus 
occurrence 

[dataset] [dataset] 

Date of publication 
[date of 
update/revision; date 
of citation] 2015 Jun 30 [cited 2021 Oct 23]. 

In: In: 

Title of database Dryad Digital Repository 

[Internet] [Internet] 

Place of publication: 
Publisher Durham (NC): Dryad 

Date of publication 2008 Jan -    

Extent 3 files: 3.406 MB; 1.549 MB; 1.815 MB 

Availability 
Available from: 
https://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.35h8v  

Notes Referenced in doi: 10.7554/eLife.08347 

 

 

https://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.35h8v
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HOW TO MAKE THE FINAL REFERENCE LIST 

 

 

 

The final reference list provides complete information on each source of information 
consulted in the preparation of the academic work. Vancouver style states that the 
entries in the list should be numbered in the order in which they appear in the text. 

Dataset deposit record: Citing Medicine format: 

Kraemer MUG, Sinka ME, Duda KA, Mylne A, Shearer FM, Brady OJ, 
Messina JP, Barker CM, Moore CG, Carvalho RG, Coelho GE, Van 
Bortel W, Hendrickx G, Schaffner F, Wint GRW, Elyazar IRF, Teng H, 
Hay SI. The global compendium of Aedes aegypti and Ae. albopictus 
occurrence [dataset]. 2015 Jun 30 [cited 2021 Oct 23]. In: Dryad 
Digital Repository [Internet]. Durham (NC): Dryad. 2008 Jan - . 3 
files: 3.406 MB; 1.549 MB; 1.815 MB. Available from: 
https://datadryad.org/stash/dataset/doi:10.5061/dryad.47v3c 
Referenced in doi: 10.7554/eLife.08347 

Dataset deposit record: Simplified format: 

Kraemer MUG, Sinka ME, Duda KA, Mylne A, Shearer FM, Brady OJ, Messina 
JP, Barker CM, Moore CG, Carvalho RG, Coelho GE, Van Bortel W, Hendrickx 
G, Schaffner F, Wint GRW, Elyazar IRF, Teng H, Hay SI. The global 
compendium of Aedes aegypti and Ae. albopictus occurrence [dataset]. 2015 
Jun 30 [cited 2021 Oct 23]. Dryad Digital Repository. Available from: 
https://datadryad.org/stash/dataset/doi:10.5061/dryad.47v3c Referenced 
in doi: 10.7554/eLife.08347 
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In-text references: 

Ingestion of toxic amounts of vitamin A has long been known to have 
adverse skeletal effects (1,2). In animals, retinoic acid suppresses 
osteoblast activity (3), stimulates osteoclast formation (4), and 
antagonizes the ability of vitamin D to maintain normal serum calcium 
levels (5), all of which may contribute to the accelerated bone resorption 
and fractures observed with hypervitaminosis A (6). In humans, long-term 
ingestion of high amounts of vitamin A can lead to hypercalcemia and 
bone abnormalities (7). In addition, lower bone mass (8) and decreased 
biochemical markers for bone turnover (9) have been observed in patients 
treated with retinoids for skin diseases. 

 

In the reference list: 

1. Moore T, Wang YL. Hypervitaminosis A. Biochem J.1945;39:222-8.  

2. Wolbach B. Vitamin A deficiency and excess in relation to skeletal 
growth. J Bone Joint Surg Br.1947;29:171-92. 

3. Togari A, Kondo M, Arai M, Matsumoto S. Effects of retinoic acid on 
bone formation and resorption in cultured mouse calvaria.Gen 
Pharmacol.1991;22:287-92. 

4. Scheven BA, Hamilton NJ. Retinoic acid and 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin 
D3 stimulate osteoclast formation by different mechanisms. 
Bone.1990;11:53-9. 

5. Rohde CM, Manatt M, Clagett-Dame M, DeLuca HF. Vitamin A 
antagonizes the action of vitamin D in rats. J Nutr.1999;129:2246-50. 

6. Binkley N, Brueger D. Hypervitaminosis A and bone. Nutr 
Rev.2000;58:138-44. 

7. Frame B, Jackson CE, Reynolds WA, Umphrey JE. Hypercalcemia 
and skeletal effects in chronic hypervitaminosis A. Ann Intern 
Med.1974;80:44-8. 

8. Okada N, Nomura M, Morimoto S, Ogihara T, Yoshikawa K. Bone 
mineral density of the lumbar spine in psoriatic patients with 
long-term etretinate therapy. J Dermatol.1994;21:308-11. 

9. Kindmark A, Rollman O, Mallmin H, Petren-Mallmin M, Ljunghall S, 

Melhus H. Oral isotretinoin therapy in severe acne induces transient 
suppression of biochemical markers of bone turnover and calcium 
homeostasis. Acta Derm Venereol.1998;78:266-9. 
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TO FINISH 

In this unit we have described the characteristics of one of the main citation styles in the 
field of psychology, education and social sciences: the Vancouver style.  

You have learned to: 

• Cite in text 

• Prepare final reference list 

• Writing bibliographic references for different types of documents 

If you want to know more about the Vancouver style we 
recommend you to consult: 

 

Patrias K. Citing medicine: the NLM style guide for authors, 
editors, and publishers [Internet]. 2nd ed. Wendling DL, technical 
editor. Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US); 2007 - 
[updated 2015 Oct 2; cited 2022 Jun 20]. Available from: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/citingmedicine   

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). 
Recommendations for the conduct, reporting, editing, and 
publication of scholarly work in medical journals [Internet]. 
[place unknown]: ICMJE; c2022 [updated 2022 May; cited 2022 
Jun 20]. Available from: http://www.icmje.org/urm_main.html   

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). 
Samples of formatted references for authors of journal articles 
[Internet]. Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US); 
[updated 2018 Apr 26; cited 2022 Jun 20]. Available from: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html  

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/citingmedicine
http://www.icmje.org/urm_main.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html

