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THE

PRE SE NT STATE

O F

s PAIN.

The following Sheets are tranflated from the 
EJJais fur rEfyagne of M. Peyron : as they 
contain nearly the whole of that Work, it has 
been thought proper to prefix the Author’s 
Introduction,

INTRODUCTION.

MOST men fee things in a manner 
peculiar to themfelves; the fame 

objedt prefents itfelf under different ap
pearances to the eye of the obferver ; and 
until he has remarked them all, he can
not fay he is really acquainted with it. 
If this principle be true in any refpedt, 
it is undoubtedly fo when applied to tra
vels. The fluctuation of commerce, the 
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I, THE PRESENT STATE
encouragement or negledh of letteis and 
arts, or a minifter more or lefs able, aie 
fo many caufes of a vifible change in 
public affairs. Manners become coi- 
rupted ; vice and foreign luxury encreafe 
with knowledge, and in the fpace of a 
few years the face and charadter of a 
nation are changed. Monuments even, 
by which only travellers are but too 
frequently attracted, fall into ruin; 
thefe are fucceeded by others, and infa- 
tiable curiofity never wants for food.

We have already feveral accounts of 
Travels in Spain. Father Labat, Colme
nar, Madame Dunois, M. de Silhouette, 
a monk from Lombardy, and Mr. Bar- 
retti, have paffed through and de
scribed feveral of the provinces of that 
vail monarchy, and given fome idea of 
the manners and character of the Spa- 
niih nation.

A Spaniard now living, and having 
feen nothing but the paintings, chuiches 
and antiquities of fome of the piincipal 

cities,
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cities, has already written feveral vo
lumes upon thofe fubjedts. The reve
rend author, the Abbé Pons, poffeffes 
a confiderable knowledge of the fine 
arts, and judges of them like an amateur 
and an able critic. His book was my 
only guide in the cities of which it gives 
a defcription ; but the author makes no 
obfervation upon manners, cuftoms and 
laws. Were it neceffary to apologize 
for his work, it might be urged that he 
wrote for his countrymen'; and that his 
chief aim was to give them a knowledge 
of the different kinds of national monu- ' 
ments they poffefs. He wûlhed by this 
means to roufe the Spaniards from that 
indolence with which .. they are re
proached, and the more fo, as it is not 
natural to them to improve the national 
tafte and revive the love of the arts. 
His wiihes and efforts, therefore, deferve 
the higheft eulogium.

How was it poffible for him to fpeak of 
abufes ? In this cafe he muff have gone 
to the fource, and founded the depth of

B 2 an



4 THE PRESENT STATE
an abyfs enveloped in a facred obfcurity 
and dangerous to defcend. He contem
plated it from afar, and was lorry, per
haps in his heart, not to be able to re
move every obftacle to his progreis. How 
often muft he have fighed in defcnbmg 
fo many churches in which the richeft 
and moil abundant treafures are buried ’ 
He has, however, ventured to put into 
the mouth of an old man, one of his 
friends, a few words to the rollowing 
effefit:

“ Would not the exceffive donations 
“ to convents, thofe whims of devotion, 
» gratified at fuch an enormous expence, 
“be better employed in conftrufiting 

roads and bridges ’ This would be 
“doubly confecrating them to public 
“ utility, as the people who live in a vi- 
“ cious poverty would then find employ
ee ment for their time. Works of real 
“ piety are ufeful to mankind, and not 
“confined to pampering a few felfifh 
“ and ignorant hermits.” .The cofeiva- 
tion is juft, full of fentiment, and dif-

covers

o F S P A I N. s
covers the zeal with which the author 
was animated.

Father Labat, with much wit and 
judgment, is not always to be depended 
upon ; he generalizes too much certain 
particular cuftoms obfervable in a family, 
and applies them to the whole nation. 
He fays the Spaniards, men, women and 
children, go without hats, and have 
their heads ihaved to facilitate perfpira- 
tion. The monk deceives us, or cuftoms 
are greatly changed. A Spaniard never 
goes out without a broad hat. His hair, 
which he does not cut off, is con
tained in a piece of filk network, called 
Rede-zilla. The, women wear a veil over 
the fame envelop for the hair. The 
Spaniards are known to be much attached 
to their hats, which are heavier, broader 
and more warm than ours; they were 
the occafion of an infurrefition in Madrid, 
and the capital is the only place where 
the King has been able to prohibit them. 
The French are indifputably the people 
who make the leaft ufe of hats.

B 3 Co-



6 THE PRESENT STATE
Colmenar, diffufe and dull, and fati

guing to read, is not always exadt. He 
makes no fcruple to repeat paffages and 
refledtions from his own work, wherever 
he thinks them neceffary, without even 
changing a word. After reading his 
Detices, and having made the tour of 
Spain, it requires no great penetration 
to difcover that a great part of his travels 
were performed in the clofet. Notwith- 
ftanding this he is ftill one of the belt 
Spaniili guides.

The public are alfo acquainted with the 
letters of an Englifh Lady to a female friend 
in Paris, written about a century ago, upon 
Spain, and in which the fair authorefs 
aims much more to excite and gratify 
the emotions of the heart than to exer- 
cife her wit and judgment. She? how
ever, does not want difcernment, nor that 
kind of erudition proper to her fex; but 
as a woman of feeling, and taking the 
title of an Englifh Lady, ihe feems 
moftly attached to adventures of love 
and fentiment, which, for her, are un

doubtedly
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doubtedly more in charadter than decy
phering ancient infcriptions, or fatiguing 
her eyes, formed to infpire the tendereft 
paffions, upon ilones and marble almoft 
deftroyed by time, tier work is amuf- 
ing and inftrudtive, and contains many 
charadteriftics of the Spaniards of the 
prefent age ; but iince the letters were 
written, the nation has changed, and is, 
perhaps, become lefs interefting than 
Madame Dunois defcribed it to be in 
her time.

When the book of the Lombard 
Monk appeared, the Spaniards com
plained of his fatire and want of Sincerity. 
Government endeavoured to get the 
work prohibited in Italy, but failed in 
the attempt. I think this was unme
rited, and am far from being of opinion 
that Spain had reafon to be offended. 
The work of Father Caymo is full of 
information relative to the fine arts : he 
was really a connoiffeur, but his travels 
were confined to a very fmall portion of 
Spain, He has juftly blamed certain 

B 4 cuf-.



8 the present state 
cuftoms and fuperftitions ; and the Abbe 
Pons has not anfwered him by laying the 
Italians are as much to be cenfured on 
the fame account. The whole world is 
the country of a traveller ; and the reve
rend Lombard would have cenfured in 
Italy what he blamed in Spain.

If Father Caymo be alive, I am of 
opinion he is not well fatisfied with his 
tranilator. Befides his having injudi- 
ciouily curtailed feveral parts of the 
work, he has frequently rendered in bad 
French the pure and elegant Italian of 
the original. The monk is indeed to be 
accufed of rather too much partiality 
for his own nation ; but he has certainly 
both tafte and judgment joined to great 
erudition. He has written upon Eng
land and Portugal alfo, but the tranila
tor has not thought proper to make 
thefe works known.

M. de Silhouette was very young when 
he travelled poft through Spain; he 
fcarcely mentions the cities through 

which 
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which he paifed, and when he does he 
names them inaccurately. He made his 
tour in three months in the year 1729. 
I do not believe he had any great opinion 
of his work, or that he ever thought it 
would convey much information to his 
reader.

Mr. Baretti, whofe letters to his bro
thers have lately been tranllated, in which 
he dcfcribes his journey from England 
to Italy, paffing through Portugal and 
Spain, is advantageoufly known in the 
literary world by works in which he has 
given proofs of wit and judgment as well 
as philofophy. The man of informa
tion as well as the obferver of acute dif- 
cernment appears in his letters ; but as 
he wrote them by way of relaxation from 
the fatigues of travelling, molt objects 
were alike to him ; he fought after 
fuch as might enliven his mind and his 
pen. The voluptuous dances at which 
he was prefent, in an inn at Badajoz, and 
the portrait of his amiable Pauline, are 
descriptions full of livelinefs and fenti- 

ment;
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ment; but he feems frequently to enter 
into too minute details, which could not 
be interefting except to his own family.

However eftimable and inftrudtive all 
thefe travels may be, and two or three 
others I have not mentioned becaufe they 
are lefs coniiderable. Spain is not yet 
well known, nor do I flatter myfelf with 
the idea of being able to give a complete 
defcription of it. I propofe the obferva- 
tions I have made in travelling through 
that kingdom as Ample efiays, and fhall 
endeavor to prefent the objedts in the 
manner they appeared to me.

I am aware of the difficulty of my un
dertaking, and it, perhaps, behoves me 
to follow the advice of Fontenelle, and 
ihut my hand if I have really found the 
truth. Men like not to fee it in front; 
and various means are neceflary to gain 
it admiffion. Great delicacy is lequiied 
in the choice of expreffion, that felf- 
love may not be mortified. If the hiflio- 
rian be impeded in his progrefs by hu- 

man® 
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mane confiderations, for a long time, 
and even ages after the events he relates, 
what muftbe the fltuation of the travel
ler, whole pen is confined to preient 
objedts, and who dares to judge of na
tions and men in power as well as of re
ceived and deeply rooted abufes ? He 
proceeds tremblingly, becaufe every ftep 
he takes furrounds him with enemies. He 
cannot always flatter ; and it would not 
be worth while to quit his native country 
for the purpofe of bafely applauding, in 
a foreign clime, that which is repug
nant to reafon and not unfrequently to 
humanity.

It would undoubtedly be much better 
not to write, and that a traveller fhould 
go in purfuit of knowledge for his own 
fatisfadiion ; but in fuch a cafe the power
ful incentive of being ufeful would be 
wanting. His obfervations would be fo 
negligently made, as but feldom to dif- 
cover the truth ; and having found much 
amufement for his eyes, and but little for 
his mind, he would return home with 

his 



12 THE PRESENT STATE 
his head full of phantoms, like that 
op a child who has palled feveral houis 
before a magicianthorn.

Be not offended, brave and generous 
Spaniards, from whom I have received 
fo many open marks of friendlhip ; do 
not blame me if, fometimes, carried away 

. by my fubjeft, blinded by my national 
prejudices, or tempted by a liberty of 
thinking yet unknown amongft you, I 
have feen, with an evil eye, certain of 
your received manners, cuftoms and in- 
ftitutions, and the laws which tyrannile 
over you. Let my excufe be found in 
the love of truth and the fianknefs of 
my character.

I lhall fpeak of monuments alfo, and 
with my own thoughts upon them give 
thofe of others. My intention is to re
late and defcribe, and but very feldom to 
judge. I lhall conduit my reader to the 
feveral cities through which I have paf- 
fed, and there point out to him what 
appeared to me molt worthy of attention, 

ad mi-
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admiration, or cenfure. In order to give 
him fome relaxation from the fatigue of 
travelling, I lhall communicate to him 
my ideas on legiflation, commerce, man
ners and cuftoms, as they may arife from 
thefubjeit, without aiming at any other 
order or plan throughout the whole 
work. I ' do not mean to go provided 
with a fquare and compafs to take the 
height of fteeples, and give the exait 
dimenlions of churches, but I lhall not 
fo far fubjeit myfelf to this prohibition 
as not to meafure any : my intention is 
to introduce fome variety into the too 
great uniformity of a travelling journal.
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GENERAL VIEW of ANCIENT 
and MODERN SPAIN.

WERE not a refearch after ety
mologies equally fruitlefs, difgufting 
and fatiguing, I would willingly de
dicate fome time and paper to a long 
difiertation on the different names given 
to Spain, repeating what the ancients, 
before me, have faid of them, and call to 
the recollection of my reader the appel
lations of Iberus, Hifpalis, Hefperus, "Tubal, 
and the Rabbits, the Phoenician name 
for which, Sepana, was, we have been 
told, the root of that of Spain. But the 
proofs of this illuftrious origin would 
not at prefent be well received, and but 
little regard would be paid to my exten- 
five erudition, fince facfts are generally 
allowed to be much prefeiable to words.

Spain is placed by nature in the moft 
happy fituation : furrounded by feas and 
mountains, fhe enjoys a tempeiatuie of 

, climate 
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climate the moft conducive to health, 
and the moft favourable to pleafure. The 
kingdom contains immenfe riches ; gold, 
precious (tones, and iron, itill more ufe- 
ful, wait but for the hand of the work
man to recompence his labours. The 
foil, without requiring a fatiguing cul
tivation, is naturally fertile, and pro
duces every neceffary of life : the men 
who inhabited it were, according to 
hiftorians, robuft and warlike. By what 
means, then, has this vaft monarchy, 
which could never be fubjugated by want, 
fo often become*  the prey of its neigh
bours ? The folution of this curious 
problem muft be fought in the inteftine 
wars of the colonifts and the native in
habitants. This country, unfortunate 
by the beneficence of nature, was long 
a fcene of bloodihed, and ever difputed 
and envied. Thefe feem to have been 
the unhappy confequences of its mild 
and fertile climate, which became the 
nurfery of rival and inimical nations.

Spain 
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Spain is bounded on the north by the 

Pyrenees, which feparate it from Frax ce ; 
on the eaft by the Mediterranean, on 
the fouth by the Streights of Gib altar, 
and on the weft by Portugal and the At
lantic Ocean : it is upwards of two hun
dred and fixty leagues in length, from 
the fouth-weft to the north-eaft, and a 
hundred and feventy leagues in breadth.

The higheft mountains of Spain are 
the Pyrenees, which extend from the 
Ocean to the Mediterranean. The 
mountains of Oca, thofe- of Guadarrama, 
which feparate the two Caftiles, and 
the Sierra Morena which borders upon 
Andalufia, and feems to render it inac- 
ceflible to the reft of the kingdom.

This peninful a is watered by many 
very confiderable rivers : theie are up
wards of 'an hundred and fifty in num
ber ; but the moft diftinguifhed by their 
extent, breadth and depth, in a word, 
thofe which in their courle fwallow up 
the others, and afterwards empty their wa

ters 
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ters into the fea, are the Ebro, the Gua
dalquivir, the Tagus, the Guadiana, 
the Douro, the Guadalaviar, and the 
Segura. In giving a deihription of 
each province, I ihall have occafion to 
fpeak of the rivers by which they are 
watered, and to fix the place of their 
fource, and that where they are received 
into the ocean.

Spain, from its pofition, climate and 
fertility, has been the victim of hoftile 
nations. The Phoenicians are the firft of 
which we find traces in hiftory. This peo
ple, to whom commerce taught philofo- 
phy, landed upon the coafts of Spain, 
and their firft fettlement was, it is faid, 
at Cadiz. The native favages did not 
think themfelves fufficiently powerful to 
repel the new comers, or thefe, at firft, 
treated them with mildnefs, and thereby 
gained their efteem and admiration, and 
weie even aided by them in fome of their 
firft enterprizes. The Phoenicians found
ed a colony upon that coaft which na- 

on. III. c ture



j8 the present state 
ture had marked out to become the cen
ter of commerce. The neighbouring 
favages foon received laws, which were 
prefently followed by their natural con- 
fequences, manners, habits and morals. 
Thus commerce poiTeffes the means of 
ennobling itfelf, and covers, with a re- 
fpediable veil, the intereft by which it is 
animated. The Phoenicians, at firft, 
made feveral voyages • with the confent 
of the natives : they acquired, in exchange 
for their merchandize, certain portions 
of land which they were defirous to oc
cupy, and the firft years of this alliance 
were for them equally peaceful and lu
crative ; but becoming more avaricious, 
and the old inhabitants better under- 
ftanding their true interefts, they foon 
ftained with blood a country inhabited 
by people whom they were come to ci- 
vilife. However, if it be true that men 
are rendered more happy by being en
lightened, the Phoenicians became the 
firft benefadtors and legiflators of Spain. 
Their fettlements extended to the fouth-

ern

O F s P A I N. i9

ern coafts, and into the country as far as 
Cordova.

Much about the fame time, the Greeks 
or Phoenicians, after having founded 
Marfeilles, went to Spain and planted 
there feveral colonies ; they poflefled a 
part of the kingdoms of Valencia and 
Catalonia ; their fettlements were after
wards extended to Arragon; and, ac
cording to Strabo, as far as Galicia.

The Carthaginians, not lefs defirous 
of profit and of plunder, and being mer
chants and navigators as well as their ri
vals, thought proper to difpute with 
them a foil lefs fcorched and more fer
tile than that of Africa; they alfo found
ed colonies, but not without firft having 
ihed much blood.

The ancient inhabitants having but 
few other wants than thofe of nature, 
and not difcovering their future tyrants 
in the new colonifts, who came from all

C 2 quarters
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quarters into their country, amufed 
themfelves with hunting, fiihing, and 
peacefully drinking the milk of their 
flocks. Pofleffing but little knowledge 
of commerce and navigation, they left 
the care and profits of thefe, and with 
them all difputes, to the Greeks and the 
Carthaginians.

But the wars between thefe people 
were not of long duration, becaufe com
merce loves tranquillity, and endeavours 
to repel violence without aiming at mili
tary fame. All their quarrels would 
have been terminated by a folid peace ; 
Greeks, Carthaginians and Phoenicians 
would tranquilly have exchanged their 
commodities and dug into the eai th in 
fearch of its valuable metals, had Rome 
feen without envy the aggrandifement 

' and fuccefs of her rival. In the piefent 
age, England, Holland and Fiance, woik, 
from Cadiz, the mines of Peru, and thefe 
nations although jealous of each other, 
go, in this refpea, hand-in-hand, and 

think 

think of nothing but the profits arifing 
from their enterprize.

The Romans took the firft opportu
nity of driving the Carthaginians from 
Spain. This kingdom became the thea
tre of two, of the moil famous wars of 
antiquity. By the firft, which lafted 
twenty-four years, Rome obliged Car
thage to cede to her a part of her 
conquefts; and by the fecond, which 
continued but for feventeen years, Car
thage was entirely ftripped of her pof- 
feffions and her power.

The Spaniards, wholly civilifed, if a 
part of Afturia and the mountains of 
Bifcay, into which the Roman arms 
penetrated with difficulty, be excepted, 
then breathed only peace and a love of 
arts and letters ; the country became as 
famous by its artifts, and the magnificent 
cities with which it was decorated, as 
by its immenfe riches, and the diflentions 
of thofe by whom it w7as governed : it 

C 3 was
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was the theatre on which the moil il~ 
luftrious generals of the republic exercifed 
their valour and obtained more than one 
triumph.

It became ftill more celebrated after 
Julius Caefar had fought there, the laft 
battle which infured him the greateft 
empire in the world.

The Phoenicians, Greeks and Cartha
ginians had, as I may fay, only gone to 
Spain. They poffeffed but fome parts 
of it, and the longeft continuation of 
their authority, that of the Carthagini
ans, did not exceed two centuries. The 
Romans eftabliihedthemfelves theie, and 
became abfolute mailers of the kingdom, 
which they divided as they thought pro
per, gave names to cities, rivers and 
provinces, and formed fome oi the in
habitants into excellent foldiers, who 
were fuccefsfully employed againft the 
enemies of Rome. The empeiois, fa- 
tjsfied with the fidelity of their new fub- 

je<fts? 

jeits, chofe their guards from amongft 
them.

Under the Romans, Spain was divided 
mtoBaetica, Lufitania andTarraconeniis. 
Baetica, fo called from the Baetis, now the 
Guadalquivir, comprehended all the 
country between Granada and the mouth 
of the Guadiana, properly fpeaking, up
per and lower Andalufia, and a part of 
new Caftile ; Lufitania extended from 
the Guadiana to the Douro ; and Tar- 
raconenfis, as extenfive as the other 
two divifions, comprehended the reft of 
the kingdom.

I

The ancients have left behind them 
very animated accounts of this monar
chy. Strabo is the author who defcribes 
it with the greateft truth : he fays, it 
is a mountainous and difficult country ; 
and that the mountains by which it is 
divided are for the moft part barren. 
The fertility of the foil is precarious, 
a»d depends upon the greater or lefs 

C 4 abun-



24 THE PRESENT STATE, 
abundance of water : the northern part 
is naturally cold and poor, but he does 
juftice to the fertility of Andalufia. All 
his third book is equally interefting and 
inftrudtive for fuch perfons as defire to 
acquire a knowledge of that pait of Eu*  
rope.

The Romans poffeffed this rich and 
extenfive peninfula about fix hundred 
years-: we have feen that towards the 
fifth century, a fwarm of barbarians fell, 
upon the fine provinces of the empire ; 
the Vandals, Alans, and Suevi in
vaded Spain after having paifed thiough 
Gaul, conquered a part of it, and di
vided their conqueft amongft them. 
The Vandals inhabited Andalufia and 
gave it their name. The Alans had 
Portugal, and the Suevi Galicia. 
Thefe barbarians thus eftablilhed, and^ 
war becoming one of the number ot 
their wants, turned their arms againft 
themfelves. The Suevi having, fubju- 
gated the. Alans, would have ftriven to 
conquer the reft of Spain, hao not the 

Vifigoths,
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Viiwoths, who had eftabliihed their 
throne in Narbonne, and held the fo- 
vereignty of Rouffillon, Catalonia and 
Arragon, oppofed their attempt, and 
driven them back to Galicia.

Thefe Goths emboldened by fuccefs, 
and the empire having none but weak 
and effeminate generals and troops to 
oppofe to them, found no difficulty in 
driving the Romans almoft entirely out 
of Spain : they ruined the little king
dom of the Suevi alfo, and remained 
undifturbed poffeffors of the monarchy. 
They reigned there an hundred and 
thirty years. Roderic was the laft of 
their kings; the famous battle of Xeres, 
in 712, put the Moors in poffeflion of 
The greateft and fineft part of Spain, 
the hiftory of Roderic is enveloped in. 
an infinity of fables. He is faid to have 
entered a grotto at Toledo, where he 
found a iheet upon which was painted 
a man of gigantic ftature, in an African 
habit, and holding an infcription, ligni
fying that Spain fhould one day be fub- 

jugated
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jugated by fuch a race of men. A fa
ble repeated by feveral hiftorians, as is 
alfo that of the daughter of Count Ju
lian, undoubtedly more natural and 
probable, but which, according to the 
moft judicious critics, is equally void of 
truth. We know that Roderic having 
ill treated Cara, a young and beautiful 
lady of his court, and treated with in
dignity Count Julian her father, who 
demanded fatisfadfion for her injured 
honor; the latter, then governor for 
the Goths of that part of Africa which 
terminates at the Streights, invited the 
Moors into Spain to be revenged on his 
fovereign.

However this may be, other Moors, 
Arabs, Saracens or Africans, fucceeded 
to the firft, and conquered without dif
ficulty all the fine provinces of Spain, 
except thofe of the north, where ileep 
and barren mountains were always an 
afylum of liberty for the inhabitants, 
and ferved as a nurfery to that race of 
kings who were one day to be the aven

gers 
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gers of Spain and religion for the inva- 
fion and oppreffion of the Moors.

Thefe, however, becoming quiet pof- 
feffors of their brilliant and rapid con- 
quefts, the dawn of the refplendent 
reigns of the fovereigns of Cordova, Se
ville, and Granada, began to appear. 
The court of Abdalrahman was the 
center of arts, fciences, pleafures and 
gallantry. Tournaments, the image of 
war, in which love and addrefs were 
fubftituted for valour and courage, con
tinued for feveral centuries the amufe- 
ments of a rich and fortunate people. 
The women were conftantly prefent at 
games the only end of which was to 
pleafe them, and excited a tender emu
lation. They diftributed to the con
querors fcarfs and ribbons which their 
own hands had embroidered. The vo
luptuous Arabs aimed at fplendid at- 
chievements to render themfelves more 
worthy of their miftreffes. To them 
are we indebted for plaintive romance, 
in which fed u ¿live love aifumes the air 

of
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of melancholy, the better to intereft 
our affeCtions : poetry and muiic weie 
favorite arts with the Moors. The 
poet, m this climate, in which pleafuie 
and imagination jointly reigned, ihared 
in the veneration which the public had 
for his works ; the number of academies 
and univerfities increafed in Cordova 
and Granada ; even women gave public 
leClures on poetry and philofophy ; and 
literary refources abounded in proportion 
to the progrefs of fcience. I recollect 
to have read, that at that time there 
were feventy public libraries in Spain. 
Toledo, Seville, Granada and Coidova, 
which now prefent nothing but ruins 
and depopulation, certainly contained 
from three to four hundred thoufand 
inhabitants; and the country, peopled 
with labourers, abundantly furniihed 
them with every neceffary and conve
nience of life.

Granada is the only place in which 
veftiges of the fplendid reign of the 
Moors are to be found. The Alhambra 

and 
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and Generatif would alone be fufficient 
to authenticate the brilliant defcriptions 
preferved to us in a gieat number of 
Arabian Tales ; and there is no exagge
ration in faying that poets took for mo
dels the monuments ereCted by archi
tects, or that the latter built edifices ac
cording to the imagination of poets.

Nothing can be more confufed than 
the dynafties of the Moors or Arabs 
who reigned in Spain. That of the 
Chriftian monarchs who difputed with 
them the kingdom, and, taking advan
tage of their divifions, drove them out 
of it, is not lefs fo. Doctor Cafllri has 
given a lift of the former in his famous 
library of Arabian manufcripts in the 
Efcurial, a work which does equal ho
nor to the reigning monarch and the 
author: it is tranflated from cotempo
rary Arabian authors ; but however ex
aCt it may be, it has too much precifion, 
and leaves much to be defired. The 
work is not lefs worthy of the gteateft 
eulogium; it is neceffary to read it to 

conceive

t
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conceive a juft idea of the talents of 
every kind which rendered the Arabs il- 
luftrious.

Their glory was at its greateft height, 
when civil wars, treafon, and frequent 
aifaflinations, difturbed the peace of 
thefe powerful kingdoms, jealous of each 
other. The Chriftian monarchs, long 
accuftomed to conquer the Moors thus 
divided, had within little more than a 
century taken from them Toledo, Cor
dova, Seville, and Murcia. Granada Hill 
flourifhed, and was become their only 
ftrong hold, when Caftile and Arragon, 
united in the perfons of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella, formed too great a power to be 
refilled by a kingdom enfeebled by in- 
teftine commotions. Granada was re
duced, in 1492, after a liege of two 
years. The Moors had reigned in Spain 
about eight centuries, and were totally 
ruined by this defeat ; perfecuted, def- 
poiled, burned, or converted and bap
tized by thoufands, they were at length 

driven 
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driven from the kingdom in the reign 
of Philip III.

Such are the moil ftriking revolu
tions to which Spain has been fub- 
jeéled ; my intention was merely to re
late them according to the order in 
which they are found in hiftory ; where 
their caufes and progrefs mult be 
fought. One only refleétion occurs to 
me from this long courfe of unfuccefl- 
ful wars and revolutions, which is that 
Spain feems exhaufted, the inhabitants 
enervated, and the foil without culti
vation from a want of vigorous huf- 
bandmen : the Spaniards have no more 
domeftic enemies to conquer, and their 
vigor is loft. The reign of Charles V. 
was among the glorious times of Spain ; 
the fucceeding reigns differ not from 
each other except in the degradation 
and languor by which they are charac- 
terifed ; the conquefts in the new world 
and the gold of Mexico and Peru have 
accelerated the period of her imbeci
lity.
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Spain is at prefent divided into four
teen provinces, which are Navarre, Bif- 
cay and the Afturias to the north ; of 
which Bifcay is fubdivided into the pro
vinces of Alva, Guipufcoa, and Bifcay 
properly fo called: to the weft are Ga
licia and Eftramadura : to the fouth up
per and lower Andalufia and the king
dom of Murcia : to the eaft that of Va
lencia, Arragon, and Catalonia : and, in 
the middle of the monarchy, the king
dom of Leon and the two Caftiles.

ENTRANCE INTO SPAIN BY 
CATALONIA.

THE fine roads of France terminate 
a few leagues from Perpignan. Two 
pillars which ferve as fupporters, one to 
the arms of France, the other to thofe 
of Spain, mark the frontiers of each 
kingdom. The Caftle of Bellegarde, 

which
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which commands thefe fterile hills, is 
the laft French place, and at the dis
tance of a few hundred paces, upon a 
good road, is a ftony path which leads 
to La Jonquiere, a little ill-built village 
of only a fingle ftreet. At this bound
ary the traveller muft change his tafte 
and manner of thinking. In the fpace 
of half a league he meets with anothe^' 
language, and manners and cuftoms to
tally different. Nothing can more 
powerfully excite in the mind of ar tra
veller both melancholy and interefting 
lefledtions than the paflage from one 
kingdom to another. The influence of 
government, which extends from the 
center to the extremities, frequently 
caufe? a greater difference between one 
man and another, than foil and climate 
can produce in plants, trees, and ftones.

At La Jonquiere the ftranger is vi- 
fited by the officers of the revenue. It is 
neceffary to know that fnuff, muilin, 

kind of cotton are abfolutely 
3 and the fmuggling of thefe 

E , commodities
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commodities rigoroufly punilhed. A pru
dent traveller lhould not depend upon 
the indulgence of cuftom-houfe officers, 
who are not delicate as to the means of 
fatisfying their avarice.

After leaving La Jonquiere the load 
becomes bettter ; but the only profpeét 
from it coniifts of uncultivated lands, 
which, from their nature, feem deftmed 
to remain fo. The neighbouring hills, 
until we arrive within a league of Fi- 
guera, a fmall town of which the envi
rons are tolerably well cultivated, are 
covered with fortifications, which ap
pear to be ufelefs and negledted. The 
officers of the revenue here prefent them- 
felves a fécond time.

Farther within the province of Ca
talonia, the country becomes more plea- 
fant and fertile ; although from Figuera 
to Girona nothing is feen from the 
road but a few old barns and miserable 
villages, except that of Sarria, which is 
not confiderable. Girona is a city built 

at 
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at the confluence of the Onhar and the 
Outer, which, joining their waters, form 
a wide and magnificent channel; The 
fortifications appeared to me to be in a 
bad Rate, and I did not fee a Angle 
foldier at the gates. The great ftreet 
which crofles it from one end to the 
other is full of ihops, and workmen of 
every kind. This city was formerly called 
Gerunda; the cathedral church, dedi
cated to the Virgin, is extremely rich, 
and contains a ftatue of folid filver of its 
patronefs. Girona is the principal place 
of a confiderable jurifdidtion, in which 
are comprehended the towns of Ampurias 
and Roles. It is the refidence alfo of a 
biihop, whofe diocefe contains three 
hundred and thirty-nine parifhes.

A few leagues from Girona the road 
crofles the wood of Tiona, which-, for 
the fpace of two hours, prefents at dif
ferent diftances the moil agreeable points 
of view; but the road is extremely bad, 
efpecially after rain, becaufe the furface 
is a fine and very tenacious clay which ad-

L> z heres
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heres to the wheels of carriages and feet 
of the mules, rendeiing their progrefs 
very flow and difficult. The only com
fort after paffing this road is a folitaiy 
inn, called the Grenota: the traveller 
has afterwards to crofs marlhes and Se
veral breams ; but a road embelliihed 
with tufts of poplars, and fields well 
cultivated, recompence him for palt fa
tigues. Malgrat, the next village, is ra
ther confiderable; and after about an 
hour’s journey further, we arrive at 
Acaleilla; and, as we advance into the 
country, habitations become more fre
quent. The villages of Tampoul, Canet 
and Haram, furrounded with trees an 
gardens, are a few hundred yards from 
the fea ; filhermens barks, and even 
fome pretty large tartans*  are built there. 
The women in all thele villages ave a 
frefll complexion, and are, in genera ,

. A kind of bark »red in tSc Mediterranean for 
filhing and carriage. It has «Ji— 
a mizen ; and when a fquare fail is put up, 
called a fail of fortune. .

very
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very handfome; and as they only labour 
at the eafy and quiet employment of 
lace-making, their beauty is preferved: 
the men are for the moil part fiffiermen. 
I have feen but few profpedts more agree
able than thofe upon this coaft. From 
Canet to Mataro it is edged with little 
hills, which are continually to be af- 
cended and defeended, fo that the road 
becomes fatiguing; but a view of the fea 
and a fine country enlivens and amufes 
the traveller,

Mataro is a fmall town, induftriousand 
well peopled, and the environs abound 
in vineyards, which produce wine much 
famed for its flavour. It likewife con- 
tains feveral manufadtories, and is con- 
fidered as one of the richeft and moft 
adtive towns in Catalonia, The view of 
the fea continues from Mataro to Bar
celona ; the Tides of the road are orna
mented with country houfes which 
might have been built with more taite, 
but they enrich and animate the land
scape ; the fteeples, towers, and ram-

D 3 parts
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parts of Barcelona are feen at a diftance^ 
and the road to it is, in general, tole
rably good. But before I fpeak of that 
city, I think it is neceffary to give fome 
account of the province of which it is 
the capital.

CATALONIA.

r CATALONIA is about twenty 
leagues in length from eaft to weft, and 
from forty to forty-eight in breadth. 
This Province has nearly eighty leagues 
upon the Mediterranean. It derives its 
name from that of the Goths and Alans 
united in the word Gotbalvnia, eafily 
changed into Catalonia. It is bounded 
on the north by the Pyrenees, to the 
eaft and fouth by the Mediterranean, 
and to the weft by the kingdom of Va
lencia and a part of that of Arragon.

The
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The principal cities are Barcelona the 
capital, Tarragona, Girona, Urgel, Vic, 
Lerida, Tortofa, Rofes, Solfonna, Cer- 
vera, Cardona, Palamos, Ampurias, and 
Puicerda. The provinces is divided into 
fifteen jurifdidtions.

Amongft the rivers by which it is 
watered, the moft confiderable is the 
Ebro, which runs only through a fmall 
part of it, and falls into the fea fix 
leagues from Tortofa. The others are 
the Francoli, which is loft in the fea 
below Tarragona; the Lobregat, the 
fource of which is in Mount-Pendis, 
and reaches the fea with the Befos near 
Barcelona; the Ter, which rifes be
tween Mount-Canigo, and the Col 
de Nuria, and after running from the 
north-eaft to the fouth-weft, turns to
wards the eaft and empties its waters 
into the fea near Toroella, a few leagues 
from Girona ; and the Fluvia, the 
mouth of which is below Ampurias. Be- 
fides thefe there are others lefs confide-

D 4 rable8
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rable, which lofe their name and add 
to t'hofe I have mentioned.

The air of Catalonia is healthy, and 
the climate upon the coaft temperate; 
but the northern part is cold on account 
of the mountains. Thefe are numerous 
in this province, but they are not fo 
barren as thofe in other parts of the 
kingdom ; the mountains of Catalonia 
are covered with wood and veiduie. 
Among the trees are the pine, the chef
nut, the beech, nr, and green oak : 
the fine and well cultivated plains of 
Tarragona, Cerdagna, Vic andUrgel pro
duce abundance of corn, wine, and ve
getables of every kind.

The two wonders of Catalonia are 
Mont-Serrat, and the mountain near 
Cardona, called the Salt-Mountain. Thefe 
equally attract the attention of the de
votee and the naturalift. The traveller 
from Lombardy has given a very cir- 
cumftantial defcription of the monaftery 
and cells in the famous folitude of Mont- 

Serrat ;
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Serrat. Nothing can be more pidturefque 
than this mountain ; it is fo lofty that 
when you are on the top the neighbour
ing mountains appear to be funk to a 
level with the plain. It is compofed of 
fteep rocks, which, at a diftance, feem in
dented, whence, it is faid, it received the 
name Mont-Serrat, from the Latin word 
Serra, a faw; as probable and well- 
founded an etymology as many others 
which have been well received in the 
world. It is impofiible to defcribe the 
beauty, richnefs and variety of the land- 
fcapes difeovered from the moft elevated 
point. They fatigue the eye, and muft 
undoubtedly humble every thinking 
man; it is fufficient to obferve, that the 
iflands of Minorca and Majorca, which 
are at the diftance of fixty leagues, are 
difeovered from this elevation. It is upon 
this famous mountain that adoration is 
paid to the ftatue of the Virgin, difeo
vered by fome fhepherds in the year 
§po.

The
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The monaftery in which fixty Monks, 
live, according to the rule of Saint Be- 
nedidt, is at the foot of a fteep rock. It 
was there Saint Ignatius devoted himfelf 
to penitence, became the knight of the 
Virgin, and formed the idea of found
ing the too celebrated fociety of Jefus. 
Upon one of the walls we read, B*  Ig
natius a Loyola hie mult,a. pr-cce fetuque Dea 
fe Virginique devovit', hie tanquam armis 
fpiritualibus facco fe muniens pernociavit; 
line ad focietatem jefu fundandam prodiit 
anno, 1522. And it was undoubtedly in 
the fame place that he was infpired with 
the thought of copying the exercifes 
of Mont-Serrat, to make them become 
thofe of his fociety; an anecdote but 
little known, and which here deferves 
a place.

The venerable father Cifneros, coufin 
to the famous cardinal Ximenez, re- 
ftored when abbot of Mont-Sei rat, the 
Cenobites confided to his caie to then 
primitive fimplicity, arid to guide them 
by a conftant rule in the paths of refor

mation» 
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mation, compofed a book, intituled Ex- 
ercifes of the Spiritual Life, which was 
printed in fomewhat barbarous Latin, as 
well as in Caftilian, at Mont-Serrat in 
the year 1500. Thefe exercifes were 
Received with veneration, and read with, 
great edification in all the monafteries 
jn Spain governed by the rule of Saint 
Benedict. Cifneros died in 1510, and 
was fucceeded by the famous Peter de 
Burgos, who was fuperior of Mont- 
Serrat when Saint Ignatius, directed by 
the grace of God, came into that foli- 
tude. The venerable abbot recom
mended to him the reading of the ex
ercifes ; and it was the happy ufe he 
made of thefe which operated his epn- 
verfion. He was fo convinced of their 
excellence and utility, that having'con
ceived the idea of founding a religious 
fociety he tranferibed them word for 
word, making a trifling change in the 
order: fo that it is not true that they . 
were communicated to him by infpira- 
tion, or any other means, from the Vir
gin ; nor is there any inftance of an 

ignorant 
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ignorant man like Saint Ignatius com- 
pofmg fo admirable a book. The Je- 
luits undoubtedly knew the orign of the 
exercifes written by their founder, be- 
caufe they never produced the text, and 
put*  nothing but tranilations or com
mentaries by Pinamonti, de Seneri, and 
feveral others, into the hands of their 
novices, and that by degrees the copies 
of the exercifes of Cifneros, and of thofe 
written by Saint Ignatius, were taken 
from the libraries. The learned Navarro 
having had the work of Cifneros reprinted 
at Salamanca in 1712, the Jefuits found 
means to obtain an order to feize the 
whole edition from the printer ; and to 
be revenged of Navarro, they injured 
him fo much at court, that he loft a 
biihopric which had been promiled him, 
and was certainly due to his uncommon 
merit. It is therefore improper to fing
at the celebration of the feaft of Saint 
Ignatius, mirabilem compofuit exercitiorum 
librum, he compofed an admirable book 
of exercifes.

I fhall not fpeak of the immenfe 
riches the piety of devout perfons has 
accumulated in the church of Mont- 
Serrat, nor of the prodigious number 
of gold and filver lamps which burn 
before the holy effigy. The moft inte- 
refting part of the mountain is the de- 
fert, in which are feveral hermitages that 
are excellent afylums for true philofo- 
phy and contemplation. Each of thefe 
folitary retreats, which at a diftance 
feem deftitute of every thing, has a 
chapel, a cell, a well in the rock, and 
a little garden. The hermits who in
habit them are moft of them perfons of 
fortune or family, difgufted with the 
world, who have retired thither to 
devote themfelves to meditation and 
filence.

The traveller is furprifed to meet with 
delightful valleys in the midft of thefe 
threatening rocks, to find fhade and 
verdure furrounded by fterility, and to 
fee natural cafcades ruih from the 

fteepeft
I fhall
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fteepeft points of the mountain*  dhd no 
farther difturb the filence which reigns 
in that afylum than to render it more 
interefting*

The mountain of Cardona is an in- 
exhauftible quarry of fait. This mine
ral is there of almoit every colour, fo 
that when ihone upon by the rays of 
the fun the mountains refemble thofe 
of diamonds, rubies and emeralds, which 
we read of in the fanciful defcriptions 
of Fairy-land. Vafes, urns, and many 
valuable productions are made from 
this fait: imitations of every kind of 
preferved fruit are fo perfectly wrought 
in it, that the eye aids the hand to de
ceive’; there is no form that cannot be 
given to the fait, which is eafily cut, 
although it has fufficient folidity; but 
productions which can receive no in
jury from time, would quickly be dif- 
folved in water. The principal colours 
of the fait are orange, violet, green and 
blue; one of the particularities, and not 
the leaft important, of thismonntaln 

is, 

is, that it is in part covered with fhruba 
and plants: the top is ihaded by a fo
re it of pines, and the environs produce 
excellent wine.

t

Several quarries of marble, jafper, ala
baiter, and mines of River, lead, iron, 
tin, alum, fait and vitriol are found in 
the mountains of Catalonia.

BARCELONA.

BARCELONA is the only city in 
Spain, which at a diitance announces 
its grandeur and population. The tra
veller, when half a league from Madrid, 
would fcarcely fufpedt he was approach
ing a great city, much lefs the capital 
of the kingdom, were it not for the 
high and numerous fteeples which feem 
to rife from the midit of a barren foil; 
whereas, in the environs of Barcelona, 
an immenfe number of country-houfes, 

car- 
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carriages and paffengers prepare us for 
a rich and commercial city.

Barcelona, called by the ancients Bar
cino, is faid to have been built by the 
Carthaginian Hamilcar, father of Han
nibal, two hundred and fifty years be
fore Chriil, at an hundred and twenty 
paces from the fea. The founder would 
not now know it again, for it is become 
one of the largett and handfomeft cities 
in Spain; its population is in propro
tion to its fize, and the induitry of the 
inhabitants far exceeds that of thofe in 
any part of Spain. The citizens are all 
merchants, tradefmen or manufacturers*  
The ambition and the thirft of gain of 
the Catalan are beyond expreifion ; Bar
celona contains fhops of every art and 
trade, which are exercifed there to greater 
perfection than in any other city of the 
kingdom. The jewellers form a rich 
and numerous body, and the only de
fect in their jewellery is a little want of 
that taite which in France is carried to 
a ridiculous extreme, both in furniture 

and
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and jewels and too generally preferred 
to folid value and utility.

Barcelona carries on an extenfive trade 
in its own fruits and manufactures, 
and foreign merchandize. The harbour 
is fpacious, commodious, and always 
full of veifels, but it is fometimes dan
gerous ; it daily fills up, and requires 
continued care, and an immenfe ex
pence, to keep the entrance open; the 
fea vifibly retires, and if the clearing of 
the harbour were negleCted for a few 
years, Barcelona would foon be at a dif- 
tance from the iliore.

This city is well fortified, and has for 
its defence a magnificent rampart, a ci
tadel, and the cattle of Mont-Joui; but 
Barcelona is too extenfive to be eafily 
guarded and defended ; on which ac
count it has always been taken when 
attacked, and the rebellious difpofition 

the inhabitants feverely checked..
OWever> the fpirit of mutiny Bill ex- 

itts, and government, for what reafon I 
Vol, III, R
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know not, endeavours to encourage it» 
It is no uncommon thing to hear the 
Catalans fay, the king of Spain is not 
their fovereign, and that in Catalonia, 
his only title is that of count of Barce
lona. Yet the minifter favours all their 

' enterprizes, and they daily obtain prohi
bitions and privileges contrary to the 
interefts of the reft of Spain. At Ma
drid they have active folicitors, whofe 
fecret intrigues tend to procure an ex» 
clufive contraband commerce. 1 wiih 
not to be the advocate of arbitrary re
ft ri<ft ions and flavery, but I would have 
governments aét with fome little con- 
fiftency.

«
Barcelona contains feveral fine edi

fices; that called the Terfana, or the 
arfenal, is of a vaft extent, and in every 
refpeét worthy of attention. A prodi
gious gallery, containing twenty-eight 
forges, has lately been ereéted in it ; 
the numerous workmen continually em
ployed, the noife of the hammers, the 
red hot iron piled up, and the flame 

which 

o F SPAIN. - 5J

which on every fide feenis to envelop 
the building, form a wonderful and an 
interefting fcene^

The foundry of cannon in all its parts 
is an objcft ftill more defervmg notice ; 
Spain owes to M. Maritz, a Swifs, a 
very Ample and convenient machine for 
boring of cannon and mortars : his pro
bity and talents have acquired him fome 
envious rivals, and many enemies. It 
was very contrary to the wiihes of thefe 
that he conftrudled an enormous ba
lance in which wrought and unwrought 
ore might be weighed ; a balance fo 
exactly poifed, that a fingle grain fuf
fices to give it an inclination. I faw 
in this foundry feveral fine pieces of 
cannon newly caft and bored, and others 
which were under the latter operation; 
they were turned, moved and placed 
with as much facility as a dexterous 
turner would give the form he pleafed 
to a piece of ivory. The cannon when 
boring is horizontally fufpended; a 
great fteel piercer of the bore intended

E 3 to
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to be given to the cannon is applied to 
its mouth ; a fingle workman, by means 
of a wheel, gives aftion to the fpring 
which preffes upon the borer, and the 
cannon, put into a motion of rotation, 
bores itfelf; the matter feparated from 
it naturally falls out by the motion com
municated, and the infide of the can
non remains as fmooth and poliihed as 
a piece of glafs. The fame method, ex
cept a very trifling difference, is fol
lowed with the mortars. The enormous . 
pans in which the metal is melted are 
three in number, and contain a quan
tity fufficient to call four great pieces 
;at a time. The magazines are ftored 
with wood, grenades, bullets, and other 
inftruments of death, proper for the at
tack or defence of a place.

aja fame M. Maritz has put the 
foundry of Seville into the beft poflible 
Rate; he conftructed there an elegant 
vaulted edifice, with ten furnaces, and 
furnifhed with all the machines of his 
invention, to lift up and remove heavy 

nmiwSj
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mafles, and for the boring and engrav
ing of cannon. But an objeSt Rill more 
important to Spain is the copper refinery 
that he eRablilhed in the fame arfenal, 
by which he has found means to feparate 
the copper from all heterogenious matter, 
and bring it to the higheR degree of 
perfection; fix thoufand quintals are 
annually refined in the place he has 
conflrudted for that purpofe.

Notwithflanding the great improve
ments of M. Maritz, the old method of 
caRing cannon had Rill partifans in 
Spain, who, being interefled in the con
tinuation of it, formed a dangerous aiTo- 
ciation againfl him. A decifive experi
ment became neceflary; four pieces of 
cannon, twenty-four pounders, two cat 
according to the method of M. Maritz, 
and two after the old method were lent 
to Ocana, a fmall town near Aran
juez : the two firt were fired twelve 
hundred times without becoming unfit 
for fervice ; the latter, after the firings 
ol both amounted to nine hundred, 

E 3 became
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became intirely ufelefs, and were thrown 
afide. This anfwer of M. Maritz to his 
enemies was conclufive; his method pre
vailed, and fourteen hundred pieces of 
ordinance have already been cart in the 
arfenals he founded. Three hundred can
non or mortars may be annually furnifhed 
from the arfenal of Seville, and two hun
dred from that of Barcelona. M. Maritz 
has alfo ereCted in Catalonia and Bifcay 
feveral melting houfes, in which eight 
million quintals of balls are caft every 
year. He left Spain in 1774, with the 
rank of field-marihall and a well earned 
penfion ; he now reiidcs in the neigh
bourhood of Lyons, and has been fo 
obliging as to furniih me with fome 
particular information relative to the 
arfenals he founded and directed.

The cathedral of Barcelona is very an
cient ; the roof is extremely lofty, and 
fupported by a great number of columns 
which have a good effect; the infide is 
fpacious but gloomy; the entrance is by 
twenty fteps, each of the whole length 
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of the front, which is not yet begun; 
for nothing is feen from the ftreet except 
an old wall blackened by time and the 
weather.

The palace of audience is a magnifi
cent edifice; the architecture is equally 
noble and elegant : the infide is orna
mented with marble columns, and in a 
great hall are found the portraits of all 
the ancient counts of Barcelona.

»

The exchange, which is not yet fi- 
nifhed, is oppofite the governor’s palace, 
and will be one of the fineft monuments 
in the city ; fome of the halls or cham
bers are occupied by the Junto of com
merce, and others ferve for drawing 
fchools like thofe of Paris, where the 
art of drawing is taught gratis. They 
Were founded by the company of mer
chants for the improvement of arts and 
trades, and already confift of eight hun
dred ftudents. A collection is making 
or the belt models in platter of the 
nneft pleces of antiquity, and a choice

E 4 will
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will ihortly be made, among the fcholars, 
of thofe defigned to become artifts, who 
will be taught to draw after Nature : 
the others will be initruCted in the dif
ferent arts and trades exercifed in that 
induftrious city.

The mufeum of M. Salvador, an apo
thecary at Barcelona, is equally famed 
and valuable: his collection of ihells is 
remarkably curious and complete. The 
minerals are but few in number ; but ' 
there is a fine choice of the different 
kinds of Spanifh marble, lèverai vafes, 
urns, and antique lamps, valuable me
dals, and an extremely large herbal, or 
fcortusJlccus^ carefully compofed accord
ing to the fyftem of Tournefort, and a 
numerous collection of all the books 
which treat of natural philofophy, me
dicine, botany and natural hiftory ; fuch 
are the contents of this cabinet, of which 
the polite and model! proprietor does 
perfectly well the honors, whenever the 
curiofity of a ftranger leads him to fee it.

The
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The colledtion was begun in 1708, 
and brought nearly to the ft ate of per
fection in which it now is, by John 
Salvador, grandfather to the prefent 
proprietor, a man of confiderable learn
ing, and called by Tournefort, the Phoe
nix of Spain. He had travelled through 
many countries, and contracted a friend- 
ihip with moil of the learned men of 
his time, with whom he correfponded 
until his death, which happened in 
1726. There is a great eulogium on his 
mufeum in the Hijtoire Naturelie des pierres 
et des coqullles, written by the members 
of the Royal Society of Montpellier.

During my refidence at Barcelona, 
(in April, 1779) I was witnefs to a faét 
which proves the degree of power the 
Monks itill have in Spain, and that they 
are certain of efcaping with impunity 
whatever may be their crimes. The bare
footed Carmelites having furprifed a 
poor wretch who was robbing their 
chinch^ took him into cuitody, and 
s ed him, whether he would prefer 

fuf-
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fuffering the punifhment they fhould in- 
fiidt upon him to being given up to regular 
juftice. The unhappy man, undoubtedly 
relying on their humanity, and the vow 
of charity made by his judges, gave them 
the preference, and they inftantly con
demned him to receive a fevere difci- 
pline. The wretch was ftripped and tied 
down upon a table; feveral of the Monks 
beat him from head to foot with their 
leathern girdles, armed with an iron 
buckle, until overcome with infupport- 
able pain, he cried out in the moft 
frightful manner, and fainted. The re
verend fathers then gave him a little 
relaxation ; but after he was reftored and 
refreihed, they continued their cruelty, 
until a part of the flefti was torn from 
the bones of the miferable fufferer, and 
then turned him out of the convent. 
The hofpital being near at hand, he 
crawled to it as well as he could, and 
died there in fix hours afterwards. This 
barbarity went unpunilhed, but it ex
cited general indignation. The begging 
brother of the order having had the 

impnu 
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imprudence to fay, that it was better 
the man had fo been fcourged than for 
him to have been hanged, would have 
been tore to pieces, had not an alcalde 
delivered him from the hands of the 
people.

ROAD FROM BARCELONA 
TO MORVIEDRO.

THE road from Barcelona is wide 
and magnificent, bordered with poplars, 
elms, and orange trees, and ornamented 
with handfome houfes, fountains and 
villages. Two leagues from the city, 
near an hamlet called Los Molinos delRey, 
the King’s Mills, you pafs the Lobregat 
over a moft beautiful bridge about four 
hundred paces in length. The caufeways 
and parapets, and the four pavillions by 
which it is terminated, are of a fpecies 
Pf red granite. The fame width and
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goodnefs of road continue until you 
arrive at a bridge of a particular, con- 
ftruétion, a work worthy of the Romans, 
and which was projected to unite two 
high mountains. It is compofed of three 
bridges one above another. The firft, in 
the form of a terrace, was intended for 
foot paffengers ; the fcond, for beafts of 
burthen ; the uppermoft, for carriages. 
The work was almoft finiihed when the 
principal arches fell in. Nothing of it 
remains but the firft platform, and the 
enormous pillars which fupported the 
two upper bridges. The platform refts 
upon eight arches, fix fathoms wide ; each 
pillar is about two and an half thick : 
however, the conftrudtion of the road 
and the bridge is difcontinued, on ac
count of a law-fuit between the archi
tect and the undertakers, which has 
been brought before the council of 
Caftile.

Villa Franca, a little city furrounded 
by walls, is two leagues from the bridge. 
It is fuppofed to be the Carthago Cetus of 

the 
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the ancients. The fine roads of Catalonia 
terminate here, but beyond the city are 
feveral villages agreeably fituated, and 
the country about them has a pleading 
appearance. The principal villages are 
Arbouen, fituated upon an eminence 
whence Mont-Serrat is feen from its 
fummit to the bafe, and Vendrell, to 
which water runs from every quarter. 
Three leagues from this village the road 
paffes under a triumphal arch, a Ro
man monument almoft deftroyed by 
time ; the frize, by which it is termi
nated, bears an infeription in large cha
racters, but fo much effaced that it was 
impofiible for me to read it. You after
wards pafs through the villages of Torra- 
de Embarra and Alta-Fouilla, and foon 
have no other road than that you trace 
out for yourfelf upon the fand of the 
fea. The waves break againft the feet 
of the horfes, and often wet the tra
veller. This view of the fea, ever new 
and ftriking, is here embelliihed by a 
fine country, and a diftant view of Tar- 
i.agona. The walls of this city feem to 

rife
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rife from the bofom of the waters, and 
the lioufes are built upon high ground, 
which commands the whole country.

Tarragona is one of the moft ancient 
cities in Spain, and faid to have been 
built by the Phoenicians, who gave it 
the name of ’Tarcon, of which the Latins 
made 'Tarraco. It gave its name to one 
of the moft confiderable parts of Spain, 
called by the Romans Tarraconenjis: the 
city was fortified by Scipio, who made it 
a place of defence againft the Cartha
ginians.

The inhabitants built a temple in ho
nour of Auguftus, and were the firft 
who burned incenfe before his ftatue; 
an homage which that emperor, al
though one of thofe the moft flattered, 
thought ridiculous.

Tarragona has but few remains of its 
ancient grandeur; infcriptions almoft 
deftroyed by time, fome coins, and a 

few
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few ruins give but an imperfedf idea of 
what it formerly was.

It is now depopulated, and of but lit
tle importance. The harbour is dan
gerous, and not much frequented; there 
are a few baftions in bad repair, which 
were formerly built for its defence.

The waters of the Francoli, which falls 
into the fea a quarter of a league from 
the city, are famous for the fine luftre 
they give to linen which is waihed in. 
them.

I

Tarragona is the metropolis of Cata
lonia, and difputes with Toledo the pri
macy of Spain. The eftablifhment of 
the fee is faid to have been in the firft 
ages of the church ; the fucceflion of 
archbifhops was interrupted by the 
Moors, and remained fufpended until 
the eleventh century.

The cathedral is worthy of attention 
r its vaft dimenfions, the elegance of its 

gothic
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gothic architecture, and a magnificent 
chapel, built with rich marble and jafper, 
in honour of Saint Thecla tutelar faint of 
the church.

After leaving Tarragona, you pafs the 
Francoli over a ftone bridge; the roads 
are tolerably good, the lands well cul
tivated, and the country is enlivened by 
feveral hamlets and villages. The prin
cipal of thefe are Viilafeca and Cambrilis, 
which have a confiderable trade in wines 
made in the neighbourhood, and bran
dies. The Engliih and Dutch take in 
cargoes of them in the road called the 
port of Salo. Several of the towers 
which at different diftances formerly 
ferved to defend the whole coaft ftill re
main, but are falling very fail into a 
ftate of ruin.

My feelings were frequently wounded 
in thefe diftri&s, by feeing women em
ployed in the labours of the field. Their 
hands were not made for the fpade and 
pick-axe. Nature has. prepared them 

more
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more eafy occupations at home; the 
women, thus employed, have not that 
beauty and fine Complexion which we 
admire in thofe who weave lace in the 
noithern part of Catalonia.

The fcene changes after you have 
left Cambrilis ; the country is a vail fo- 
htude covered with bullies, and termi
nated by the fea. You meet with fome 
remains of fortifications, called the Hof 

The part of it in the belt pre- 
lervation ferves at prefent for an inn : 
there is a Latin infcription in gothic 
charadters upon a piece of white marble 
over the door of the highefl tower. I 
could not decypher many of the words. 
On each fide of and over the infcription 
are feveral efcutcheons, one of which 
is femee of fleurs de lis. This fort 
leems to me to have been built after the 
expulfion of the Moors from Catalonia;

is within an hundred paces of the fea.

fl L.^ere cannot avoid mentioning a re- 
eition I have frequently made in tra- 
V°L- IIL F veiling.
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veiling. I have been furprifed at feeing 
in provinces inriched by arts, commerce 
and agriculture, the people appear more 
wretched than in thofe in which a kind 
of mediocrity reigns. Is not this becaule 
commerce and the arts naturally produce 
an inequality of fortune, and increafe 
population ; and that workmen, hereby 
becoming more numerous, are poorer 
and worfe paid ? Catalonia is certainly 
the province which, in Spain, prefents 
to view the greateft activity and popu
lation ; the roads are full of travellers; 
and women, who feldom go abroad, and 
work but little, in the two Caftiles and 
Andalufia, here meet upon the road; 
they feem to be affeCted by the change 
of place, which commerce and manu
factures require ; yet both men and wo
men, of the lower claffes, are badly 
cloathed; the latter are generally with
out fhoes and flockings ; whilfl in An
dalufia, where the mifery of the people 
is more real, the men and women have 
the appearance of a fufficiency. It is in 
the houfes only where broken furni

ture,
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ture, the worft of food and difgufting 
filth, fully difcover the hideous face of 
poverty.

. I return to my route from which this 
digreffion has made me wander. Two 
leagues from the Hofpitalet we arrive 
at the Col de Balaguet; this name is 
given to a narrow paflage between two 
mountains, and to a cable, tolerably well 
fortified, which commands the fea, and 
at the fame. time defends the paflage of 
the mountains•> it has within thefe few 
years been repaired and almoft rebuilt. 
-1 he king has now a garrifon in it.

Fort Saint George, and fome towers 
Hanked with cannon, are feen from the 
fide of a fteep mountain by which the 
road defcends: the bottom is a hollow 
ca ed el Barranca de la Horca, or the valley 
o the gallows, on account of a fcaffofd 
formerly erefted there, inftantly to hang, 
inf ceremony> the robbers who tnfefted the coaft.

F a Thefe
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Thefe uncouth downs are uninhabited, 
and the traveller meets with no places 
of entertainment except miferable huts, 
in which he is obliged to take refrefh- 
ment. The country becomes more and 
more frightful ; the mountains feem to 
grow out of each other, yet they are 
covered with plants, ihrubs and verdure 
which is fome recompence for fatigue 
andthirft; the latter is often felt feverely, 
water being extremely fcarce through
out the whole diftridt.

The limits of this uncultivated foil 
are at a little village called Percllo, 
the pooreft and molt frightful place 
in Catalonia : the king has exempted 
the inhabitants from every kind of tax. 
The whole country is deftitute of wa
ter, and, when a few weeks pafs with
out a fall of rain, the people are 
obliged to go in fearch of it to the dil- 
tance of feveral leagues.

Two leagues from this village the 
road becomes better, the country more 

fertile, 
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fertile, and we foon afterwards arrive 
at the agreeable and ihady valley of 
Tortofa.

The city of this name is ancient and 
ill built; it is faid to have been founded 
two thoufand years before the Chriftian 
sera': but the proofs of this illuftrious 
orign are unfortunately loft : Scipio gave 
it the name of Dordofa, and made it a 
municipal city.

Among the numerous and trifling 
combats between the Spaniards and the 
Moors, there was one in which the wo
men of Tortofa fignaj.ized themfelves. 
They courageoufly mounted the ram- 
paits of their city, and performed fuch 
prodigies of valour, that Raimond Be- 
rengei, the laft count of Barcelona, in- 
ftituted for them, in 11 70, the military 
order of the Hacha, or flambeau. They 
meiited and obtained the fame day feve
ral honourable privileges, which exift 
not at prefent; they have, however, 
piefeivcd the right of precedency in ma-

F 3 trimonial
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trirponial ceremonies, let the rgnk of the 
men be ever fo diftinguiihed.

Tortofa is four leagues from the fea, 
and fix from the mouth of the Ebro ; 
this river walhes the ramparts of the 
city, which at prefent ferve but for or
naments. The molt remarkable edifices 
are the cathedral and the caftle : the ca
thedral is vail, and built in fine propor
tions ; the principal front is of the Co
rinthian order, and equally noble and 
magnificent: the firft body only of the 
building is finiihed ; a veftry is now 
finilhing, which is ornamented with the 
fineft jafpers of the country, but the 
heavy architecture anfwers not to the 
expence.

Devout perfons and connoifleurs ad
mire in the old veftry feveral interefting 
objeCts; the former revere a ribbon or 
weft of thread, of which the Virgin 
made a prefent with her own hands to 
that cathedral. A canon, in his ftole, took 
a bit of this reliCt, enihrined in gold and 

diamonds.
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diamonds and applied it to the forehead, 
temples and lips of the fpeCtators who 
were upon their knees ; I was of the 
number, and modeftly fubmitted to 
every thing he thought proper to do. 
Thofe who have a tafte for the arts fee 
with pleafure a triumphal arch in filver, 
which weighs two hundred and fifty 
pounds. The architecture is fine and 
noble, and the arch ferves as an OJlenfoir 
in the procefiions of the Fete-Dieu. There 
is alfo a fine golden chalice decorated with 
enamel which belonged to Peter de Luna, 
an anti-pope, known by the name of 
Benedict XIII. who, during the long 
quarrels of the church, went to refide 
in Penifcola, his native. place ; the pa- 
tine or cover, as well as the chalice, 
which is very heavy, are ornamented 
with . the molt beautiful miniatures. 
The baptifmal font is of porphyry, and 
well finiihed after the manner of the 
ancients ; it formerly ferved as a foun
tain in the gardens of the fame pope.

The caftle is upwards of a mile fquare, 
apd js now in a ftate of ruin ; it how-

F 4 ever
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evei ferves as an habitation to a governor, 
xvho is old and lame, and to a young and 
charming woman who is his wife; the 
lady feemed diifatisfied with her elevated 
abode, and very glad to have a few mo
ments converfation with me and my com
panion, whom fhe very courteou tty 
invited to her apartments. She has 
much wit and a very fine figure, and 
was by far the moft pleafing object I 
faw in the cattle. It muff, however, be 
remembered, that the Ebro decorates 
the whole country with verdure and 
flowers, and that the moft delightful 
landfcapes are difeovered from this ele
vation : there are alfo fome precious re
mains of antiquity ; amongft others, the 
following infeription to the god Pan, the 
ancient tutelary deity of Tortofa.

PANT. DEO. TVTELAE
OB. LEGATIONES. IN 

CONCI LIO. P. H. C.
APVT. ANICIENVM 

AVG. PROSPERE 
GESTAS

.M. . . , ......................
It
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It is an acknowledgment made to the 

god Pan, by the colony of Tortofa, for 
having obtained what they aiked by 
their deputies in an affembly of the 
farther provinces of Spain, Anicienum 
Augujtum was a city of the Gauls, now 
called Puy-cerda; but as it is not to be 
prefumed that the affembly was held fo 
far from Tortofa, the learned are of opi
nion, that there was then in Spain a 
city of the fame name.

The curious in ruins will find a con- 
fiderable number of them in the efpla- 
nade of the caftle. There are alfo fe- 
veral fubterraneous caverns which re- 
femble the majmoras of Granada; they 
are fuppofed to have been prifons con- 
ftructed by the Moors, but appear to 
me to be more ancient, and feem to have 
been public granaries like thofe of Bur- 
jafol near Valencia.

Several Roman inferiptions are ftill 
found in Tortofa; two are incrufted in 
the wall of the cathedral, and fome are 

placed
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placed without order and mixed with 
gothic infcriptions, which, form the 
corner of the houfe of a player upon 
the guittar : Fineftres has given an ac
count of them *.

Too much cannot be faid in praife of 
the beautiful environs of Tortofa ; the 
country is fertile in wines and fruits, 
and contains great quantities of marble, 
jafper and alabafter. The Ebro abounds 
there with fiih, and is covered with a 
great number of little barks, which give 
to the city an appearance of commerce 
and population.

You go out of Tortofa over a long 
wooden bridge, much admired in the 
country, but which is not one of the 
wonders of the world ; the road is one 
of the moft agreeable I met with in 
Spain : and the good effedls of cultiva-, 

* Sylloge infcriptionum Rpmanarum, quae jn 
principatu Catalauniae, vel exiftunt, vel aliquando ex- 
ftiterunt a D. D, Joiepho Fineftres, M.D.CC.LX1I.

tion

tion are difplayed in the moft lively ver
dure. The traveller foon arrives at la 
Venta de los Frames., a rich domain which 
belongs to the fathers of La Merci, where 
tolerable good lodging may be had at an 
eafy expence.

Two leagues from this Venta is the 
little town of Uldecona; the principal 
ftreet is long, and a part of the great 
road ; the houfes are fupported by a co- 
lonade, or, more properly fpeaking, pil
lars of granite. The church, and fome 
of the homes, have a reipecfable gothic 
appearance; the windows of an ogive 
form, and the {lender columns, by which 
they are divided, give to this laft village 
of Catalonia an air of antiquity always 
pleafing to the eye of the curious. It 
is neceffary to remark, that in this pro
vince the diftancc from one place to ano
ther is not reckoned in miles ; the com
putation is made by the time neceffary 
to go over it. The Catalans fay, we 
have fo many hours travelling to go to 
dinner, &c. a manner of counting which,

to
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to me, appears more natural than that 
of our leagues, which are longer or 
ihorter in different provinces.

Benicarlos, the firft city upon this 
road in the kingdom of Valencia and 
famous for its wines, is a few leagues 
from Uldecona. After having paired 
through another confiderable town the 
road leads to the fea fide, near to which 
are high mountains covered with pines, 
fhrubs and fine verdure, and to which 
numerous flocks are driven to feed. 
When I faw this beautiful landfcape the 
fea was calm and majeftic; but the winds 
by which it is agitated mu ft fometimes 
make confiderable ravage in the neigh
bouring part of the country. I obferved, 
that the branches of all the trees upon 
the coaft projected towards the moun
tains, and prefented nothing but their 
naked trunks to the fea. At the feet of 
thefe mountains the road which becomes 
even runs by the fide of the Mediter
ranean, and the country is more fertile. 
Villareat, Noules, and other villages in 

the 
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the neighbourhood, all furrounded with 
ramparts, were formerly fo many ftrong 
holds; but they were feverely puniihed 
for having taken the part of the compe
titor of Philip V. in the ftruggle for the 
crown of Spain. General Las Torres pil
laged and burnt them, and put the in
habitants to thefword; fparing none but 
women and children : thefe devaluations, 
which political reafons may command, 
and which may be carried into execu
tion in a moment, require the induftry 
of ages to be repaired; but the ftrong 
never reafon, and arguments and op
preflion have ever fallen to the lot of 
the weak. The remains of Saguntum 
are ftriking proofs of the truth of thefe 
obfervations.
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MORVIEDRO.

THIS city is the famous Saguntum 
deftroyed by Hannibal, and which fell 
a vidtim to its fidelity to the Romans. 
According to Livy, it had acquired im- 
menfe riches * by interior and exterior 
commerce, and by juft laws and a good 
police; but the treafures fell not into 
the hands of the conqueror. The in
habitants made a refiftance of 'eight 
months, and, not receiving the fuccours 
they expected from their allies, fed upon 
the flefh and blood of their children, 
and afterwards turned their rage againft 
themfelves; they eredted an immenfe 
pile of wood, and, after fetting fire to 
it, precipitated themfelves, their wo
men, ilaves, and treafures into the flames ; 
fo that inflead of a lucrative conquefl:

* In tantas brevi creverant opes, feu maritimis, 
, feu terreftribus fruftibus, feu multitudinis incremento, 

leu fanftitate difciplinae, Qua fide focialem uiQue ad 
perniciem fuam coluerunt. Liv.

Han-
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Hannibal found nothing but a heap of 
aihes. About the eighth year of the 
punic war the Romans rebuilt Sagun
tum, but never could reftore it to its 
primitive fplendour.

The city of Morvledro is full of the 
remains of its antiquity; the walls of 
the houfes, the city gates and doors of 
the churches and inns are covered with 
Roman infcriptions. The poet Argen- 
fola truly fays,

Con m ar moles de nobles injcrlpciones, 
’Theatro un tiempo y aras en Saguntho, 
Fabt ican hoy tabernas y mejones^

The moil curious monuments in Mor- 
viedro are the caftle and the theatre; 
the former contains heaps of ruins which 
belonged to the monuments of feveral 
centuries, and are at prefent upwards of

Q a league in extent. Moil

cove J £ PUbhC h°UfeS are nOW buiIt with marble, 
SavJnt W nob!e infcriPtions> which formerly in 

g ntum decorated the altar and the theatre.

Of
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of the towers and edifices, of which the 
remains only are now feen, appear to 
have been conftruCted by the Moors 
with the materials left them by the 
Romans; all the works of the latter, 
except a few arcades in good preferva- 
tion towards the fouth of the cattle, 
have totally difappeared.

The cattle covers almoft the whole 
top of the mountain upon which it is 
fituated; it is of an irregular form, and 
confifts of five divifions; that in the 
middle ftill contains a magnificent cittern 
two hundred feet long, and, although 
half filled up with rubbifh, eighteen 
feet deep. The roof by which it was 
covered, was fupported by twenty-one 
pillars ; thefe are compofed of a cement 
which time has made harder than ttone.

At a little diftance from the cittern, 
towards the principal gate of the cattle, 
leading to the theatre, are three tteps 
that feem to have been at the entrance 
of fome temple of which the plan ftill 

remains 

OF SPAIN. gi

remains vifible. The temple was fup
ported by enormous pillars ; this appears 
from fome of their bafes which ftill 
remain ; the diftance from one column 
to another was about eight feet.

This part is furrounded with walls 
¿nd towers of Mooriih conftruCtion, and 
which form the fquare called Saluquian. 
Here, as well as in many other parts of 
the caftle, are feveral infcriptions, in 
which the names of Emilius, Fabius, 
Acilius, the Calphurnian family, and fe- 
veral other illuftrious perfons of ancient 
Rome are mentioned. I lhall give all thefb 
inlciiptions, and thofe found in the 
ftreets andfquares of Morviedro, fome of 
which are in unknown, characters, at th® 
end of this chapter.

The theatre is fituated at the foot of 
the mountain upon which the caftle 
Hands; from the confufed remaining 
traces of it, and the mutilated forms it 
pnfents, we rather imagine than fee 

at it muft once have been. A few
Vol. IE years
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years ago government had the good 
fenfe to forbid the inhabitants of Mor- 
viedro, and the environs, from build
ing houfes with the (tones of this mo
nument : had the fame prohibitory order 
been made, and rigorouily obferved, a 
century and a half fooner, this famous 
theatre would (till have been almoft en
tire ; for it has been more deitroyed by 
men than time.

Don Emanuel Marti*,  dean of Ali- 
cant, and one of the moft learned men 
in Spain, having given, in a letter to 
the nuncio, Antonio Felix Zondadari, 
at Madrid, a very exaX defcription of 
the theatre of Saguntum, I (hall pre
fent the reader with a (hort abftraX of 
the letter, adding to it fome reflexions 
of my own, fuggefted by the remains of 
the monument.

* He is the author of twelve volumes of Latin 
letters, which were printed at Madrid, and in 173$ 
reprinted at Amfterdam; alfo a treatife upon the 
paffions, left unfinifhed ■> remarks upon Pliny the 
naturalift, which are in manufcript, &c. &c.

Though
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Though the theatre is in a valley, 
its fituation, equally agreeable and 
healthy, is fufficiently elevated to com
mand a view of the fea, and a part of 
the adjacent country; the environs are 
rural, and watered by a little river. A 
mountain by which it is commanded, 
and, if I may fo fpeak, furrounded, fhel- 
ters it from the fouth and weft winds ; 
in a word, the fituation is fuch as Vi
truvius particularly recommends as the 
moft healthy ; the theatre is alfo con- 
ftructed in fuch a manner as to render 
it very fonorous; a man, placed in the 
concavity of the mountain, eafily makes 
himfelf heard by perfons at the oppo- 
fite extremity, and the found inftead of 
diminilliing feems to increafe. I made this 
experiment ; one of my friends, (landing 
upon the place where the ftage formerly 
was, recited a few verfes from the Am- 
Ph itrion of Plautus: I was in the moft 
elevated part of the theatre and heard 
him very diftindlly. Thefe rocks may 
he faij to have a voice, and o.ne five 
times ftronger than that of a man ; fo

G 2 much
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much energy does it receive from thé 
cavities made by art in the mountain.

The femicircle, which the people 
called the Perimetre, is about four hun
dred and twenty-five feet in circumfe
rence; its height from the orcheftra to 
the moil elevated feats is an hundred 
feet, and to the end of the wall behind 
them an hundred and ten ; the diameter 
of the orcheftra, from the center of 
which every admeafurement fhould be 
taken, is feventy-two feet. The word 
orchejlra fignified, with the Greeks, a 
place for the performance of dances 
and pantomimes ; among the Romans it 
had a different ufe and meaning, at leaf! 
after Attilius Seranus and L. Scribonius 
Libo were aediles curules ; they fol
lowed the advice of Scipio Africanus, 
and allotted the orcheftra to be the place 
for the fenators.

At firft there was in the orcheftra a 
place of diftindtion, a kind of throne 
upon which the prince was feated, and 

in
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in his abfence the praetor; the bafe of 
the throne ftill remains. The fenators 
took their places after the veftals, pon
tiffs and ambaffadors. In order that 
the laft rows might not be deprived 
of a fight of the reprefentation, the 
pavement was gradually and infenfibly 
elevated from the feat of the praetor 
to the laft benches behind where the 
knights were placed. The entrance 
and departure were facilitated by parti
cular paffages round the perimetre for 
the different claffes of citizens. Ac
cording to the laws RoJcia and Julia 
made foi the regulation of the theatres, 
there were fourteen feats allotted for 
the Knights, towards the feventh were 
two entrances or cavities called Vomitoria, 
and this feat was rather wider than the 
others, in order that the fpedta'tors might 
get to their places with greater facility. 
The hardnefs of the rock was undoubt
edly the reafon why two entrances were 
not given to the places of the knights; 
. ut this deficiency was fupplied by form- 
ing on each fide of their benches a kind

G 3 of
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of b air cafe, the foot of which is in the. 'zx X
center of the pit..

The Preecinclio, which the Greeks called 
Diazona, or girdle, a kind of band, 
longer and wider than that by which 
the other feats were bordered, is bill vi
able upon the lab benches allotted to 
the equebrian order ; it ferved to dif- 
tinguilh. at firb fight the different orders 
of the bate, patricians, knights and 
plebeians. It alfo prevented all commm 
nication between them; the feats or 
benches the fartheb from the orcheftra, 
the mob elevated, and twelve in num
ber, were called Summa Caveax thefe 
were for the people ; who had different 
doors to enter at, either by inner arches 
cut in the rock, and which bill exib, 
or by a portico at the bottom of the 
theatre, which ferved two purpofes; 
one of giving the people a place of re
treat in cafe of fudden rain or bad wea
ther ; the other of iheltering the feats 
from the fall of water or dirt. The por
tico contained fixteen doors, which main

tained
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tained a current of air, by which the 
theatre was kept cool, and the air within 
prevented from becoming corrupt; feven 
ftaircafes terminated at thefe doors.

On each fide of the portico was a 
fpace of twenty-eight feet, filled up 
with four rows of feats. It is reafon- 
able to fuppofe thefe were for the lidtors, 
public criers and other officers of the 
magibrate, that they might always bC 
ready to receive his orders, and prevent 
or terminate the quarrels of the people; 
a regulation obferved in Athens as the 
commentator of the Peace of Aribo- 
phanes has fufficiently proved : and 
what with me feems to give more weight 
to the iuppofition is, that from thefe 
places there were paffages by fecret bair- 
cafes to the prifons; one of which is bill 
remaining, where are found the iron 
ring and chains by which the perfons of 
offenders were fecured.

Several ranges of feats were placed 
©ver the portico, but it is difficult to 

g 4 fay 
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fay for what kind of perfons they were 
intended; if I may be permitted to con
jeture, I ihould think it was from thefe 
the llaves, flower girls, and men and wo- 
men of ill-fame faw the performance ; 
for, according to a law of Auguftus, per
fons of this defcription were not per
mitted to be prefent at theatrical per
formances, except in the moft elevated 
places. The ftaircafe by which thefe 
depraved claffes got to their places wa§ 
fupported by the mountain.

There are fquare modillions, eight feet 
from each other, all round the exte
rior walls.

The remains on each fide of the the
atre atteft its ancient magnificence. Se
veral of the arcades ftill remain ; fome 
half gone to ruin, others entire. Thefe 
fprved to fupport the covering of the 
ftage ; this roof or ceiling is intirely de
ft royed, not fo much as a trace of it is 
to be found.
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If we allow fourteen inches to each 
place, the theatre might contain feven 
thoufand four hundred and twenty-fix 
perfons, without reckoning the feats 
over the portico, or the places of the fe- 
nators in the orcheftra ; fo that it may 
be faid, without exaggeration, to have 
contained about nine thoufand fpeélators.

The ftage was about twenty-one feet 
long from the orcheftra : nothing now 
remains of it except the bafe of that part 
which in our theatre is the place of tfie 
foot lights ; this was rather lower than 
the ftage, as appears by the little wall 
by which they were feparated.

The plan of a fmall femi-circular 
fpace, in which flood a curved wall, and 
which was called Valva Regia, on ac
count of its magnificence and the orna
ments which ferved to decorate it, is 
feen oppofite to the centre of the or
cheftra. The Greeks, according to Pol
lux, called this little inclofed fpace Ba- 

jileion, or the royal habitation ; this kind
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of arch was placed between two doors of 
the fame form, called Hofpitalia, becaufe 
they were the places for ftrangers who 
came to fee the performance. Some 
vertices of that on the left fide yet re
main. Upon the pediments of the doors 
were placed different paintings fuitable 
to the reprefentation, which were varied 
like fcenic decorations ; for a comedy they 
were public fquares, ftreets and houfes; 
for a tragedy porticos, colonades, and 
the flatues of heros; for fatire or 
farce, grottos, fauns, gardens, and othei' 
rural objects.

The fcenes and decorations rapidly 
changed, and with great facility, accord
ing as the piece required. Some of the 
walls which ferved to fnpport the pul
lies and counterpoifes, by which the 
machinery was lifted up, have not yet 
quite gone to ruin. The Bronteion was 
a place behind the ftage, whence, with 
goat fkins filled with little pebbles, and 
fhaken in the air, an imitation of thun
der was produced. To thefe divifions 

of
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of the theatre muff be added the CZ?o- 
ragia, which muft have been fpacious 
for the difpofition of the chorufes, and 
keeping the dreffes, maiks, and different 
inftruments proper to the ftage.

To prevent the waters from injur
ing the theatre, two walls were built 
with a canal, fo difpofed as to con
tain and convey them to the preci
pices of the mountain; and the rain 
which fell within the theatre ran to 
the centre of the orcheftra, and thence 
under the foot lights, where it was re
ceived into a ciftern which remains to 
this day.

The time when the theatre was built, 
and the names of the magiftrates who 
prefided at the building of it are un
known ; but on that account it is no 
lefs a proof of the vaft genius of the 
Romans who never in any of their works 
loft fight of pofterity. In all of them 
they knew how to join beauty of form 
to extent, folidity and elegance, and even 

in
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in their pleasures were always great ■ 
whilit, in the prefent age, public edi
fices refemble the {lender and elegant 
decorations with which the heads of 
women are ornamented, and will lait bqt 
for a feafon.

The place upon which thé convent 
of the Trinitarians now ftands, was for
merly the fcite of a temple dedicated to 
Diana. A part of the materials ferved 
to build the church, and the reft were 
fold to build San Afiguel de los Reyes, 
near Valencia. There are feveral fepul- 
chral Hones in the exterior walls and 
the cloiiter, on which are the following 
infcriptions :

SERGIAE M.F 
PEREGRINAE 

THEOMNESTVS. ET LAIS 
ET DIDYME LIBERTI

ANTONIAE. L. F.
SERGILLAE 
VEGETVS 
LIBERT.

Of s P A I R. . $
L. ANTONIO L. F GAL 

NVMIDAE PREFECT 
FABRVM TRIBVNO MILIT.

LEG. PRIMAE ITALICAE 
L. RVBRIVS POLYBIVS AMICO

SERGIAE M.F.
PEREGRINAE

L. IVLIVS ACTIVS 
ET PORCIA MELE T}

Antoniae l. E 
SERGILLÀE

L. TERENTIVS FRATERNUS
AD FINI

Thefe five infcriptions, very well pre
ferred, are inferted in the wall on each 
fide of the church door of the Trini
tarians*

The
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The infcription following is in the 
cloifter. The characters are unknown : 
I copy them fuch as they are.

NN A
The following are found in the caftle.

C. LICINIO
Q. F. GAL 

CAMPANO
AEDILI II VIRO 

FLAMINI
EX DD

AVLO AEMILIO 
PAVLI F. PAL 

REGILO XV VI 
SACRIS FACIENDI 
prefecTo VRB.

IURI DICUND 
QUESTORI 

TI. CAESARIS AV.
PATRONO 

Q^FABIO CN. F.
GAL GEMINO 
PONTIF SALIO 

DD

OF SPAIN.

DIS MAN
GEMIN. MYRINES 

ANN XXX
L. BAEB PARDUS

OMNI BONO 
DE SE MERITED 

FECIT

M CALPVRNIO M.F.
GAL LVPERCO

AED II. VIR. PONTIFIcL
MANLIA CN. F

P. BAEBIO L. F. 
GAL MAXIMO.

IVLIANO AED. FLAM 
POPILIA AVIiA 

EX TESTAMENTO 
C. POPILII CVPITl 

PATRIS
M. ACILIO M. FC 
... FO PROCVRA.
CAESARVM CON 

VENTVS TARRACHON
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The three following are near the great 
church. The characters of the laft are 
fimilar to thofe found in the cloifter of 
the Trirlitarians.

C. VOCONIO C.F
GAL. PLÁCIDO AED

II. VIRO II. FLAMINI. II.
QVESTORI

SALIORUM MAGISTRO

POPILIAE L. F.
RECTINAE AN XVII 

C LICINIVS C. F. 
GAL. MARINUS 

VOCONIVS ROMANVS 
VXORI.

The4
3
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The wall adjoining to the city gate is 
covered with fragments of infcriptions : 
the following are intire.

D.
BaEBIaENICE 
FELIX VXO 
DULCISSIM

FABIA QJL. HIRVNDO
AN XXX

V F
G, GRATTIVS

HALYS SIBI 'E
GRATTIAE MYRSINI

VXORI KARISSIM
AN XXXXVII

SIBI ET SUIS

Vol. III. H Upon
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Upon a column of white marble, to 
the left, on entering the city, we read,

DEO
AVRELI

ANO

The moil curious of all thefe infcrip- 
tions is that found by the fide of the 
houfe door of M. Jean Duclos.

M. ACILIVS L. F.
FONTANVS

ERIPVIT NOBEIS VNDE VICENSVMVS ANNVS
INGRESSVM IVENEM MILITIAM CVPIDE 

PARCAE FALLVNTVR FONTANVM QVEA RAPVERVNT 
CVM SIT PERPETVO FAMA FVTVRA VIRI.

♦

Father Flores, in the fecond part of his 
Treatife on the Coins of the Colonies 
and municipal Cities of Spain, has col
lected moil of thofe which belonged to 
Saguntum. Three pieces of a battering 
ram are preferved in Morviedro: I faw 
one in the cattle, which I ihould have 
fufpected to have been the axle-tree of 

fome
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fome enormous carriage made to carry 
the materials employed in that vaft 
edifice.

Morviedro does not at prefent contain 
more than from three to four thoufand 
inhabitants; the environs are fertile, 
and produce filk, wine, oil, hemp and 
corn ; thefe productions would ftill be 
increafed were not the river Toro dry 
the greateft part of the year.
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OF THE KINGDOM OF 
VALENCIA.

THE kingdom of Valencia extends 
from north to fouth, and is about fixty 
leagues in length : its greateft breadth 
does not exceed twenty-five leagues. It 
is bounded on the fouth and eaft by the 
Mediterranean; on the weft by New 
Caftile, and the kingdom of Murcia ; 
and on the north by Catalonia and Ar- 
ragon. It was formerly inhabited by the 
Celtiberians, the Turdetani, the Lufoni, 
&c. &c.

This kingdom is watered by thirty- 
five rivers, all of which run toward the 
eaft: the principal of thefe are the Se
gura, which has its fource in Andaluiia 
in the Sierra de Segura, whence it takes 
its name ; its courfe from the fouth to 
the north is about forty leagues; after 
having crofted Murcia it waihes the walls 
of Orihuella, and falls into the fea at 
Guardamar. The Xucar, which rifes
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in New Caftile, waters the kingdom of 
Valencia through its whole extent, and 
is loft in the fea near Cullera, which gives 
its name to a neighbouring Cape. The 
Guadalaviar, which in Arabic fignifies 
clear 'water, and called by the Romans 
Turlas, has its fource near that of the 
Tagus in A/ragon ; the mouth of it is 
not far from Valencia. This river is not 
deep, but has an abundance of fifli, and 
its banks are covered with ilirubs, flowers 
mid verdure,

Valencia is, in proportion to its extent, 
one of the beft peopled provinces of Spain; 
it contains feven principal cities, fixty- 
four great towns, and upwards of a thou- 
fand villages ; it has four fea-ports, the 
moft confiderable of which is that of 
Alicant; the foil is extremely fertile, al
though divided by mountains. Thefe 
contain mines of fmopica *,  iron and

* Found in the New Jerfeys alfo, and there called 
by the people blood-ftone, from the ftaining the 
hands of a blopdy colour. T

H3
in allum.



OF SPAIN.102 THE PRESENT STATE 

allum. There are alio found quarries 
of marble, jafper, plafter, lapis cala- 
minaris, and potters clay, of which dif
ferent kinds of earthen veflels are made.

Several authors have written of the 
city and kingdom of Valencia; the moil 
diftinguilhed of them are Viziana, Beu- 
ter, Efcolano, and Diago. This fmall 
province contains eight hundred thou
fand inhabitants ; it annually produces 
nearly a million weight of filk ; an hun
dred thoufand arrobas * of hemp, an 
hundred and thirty thoufand arrobas of 
oil, and three million cantaros f of 
wine; fo that its active commerce with 
France, England, and Holland is conii- 
derable ; it is calculated at ten millions 
of piaftres per annum, which make 
about forty million of French livres 
(above fix hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling) This eftimate, however, appears 
to be rather exaggerated,

* The arroba weighs twenty-five pounds, 
f A meafure whi«h contains fixteen pints.

Ï03

OF THE ENVIRONS OF 
VALENCIA.

AFTER leaving Morviedro, on our 
way to Segorbe, we perceive to the right 
a kind of circular boundary which in- 
clofes a valley in which are a great 
number of villages ; the principal are 
Almenera, Benecalaf, Faura, Canet and 
Benediten.

We afterwards arrive at Torres Torres, 
a fmall town which fome writers pretend 
was the ancient d^urdeta^ the capital of 
<Turdetania ; if this be true, the hatred 
its inhabitants fwore againft thofe of 
Saguntum, and which was revenged by 
the Romans, may be faid ftill to exift in 
all its force, for were they not fubjebts 
to the fame prince they would be in a 
ftate of perpetual warfare. Their dis
putes and antipathy arife from the wa
ters which ferve to overflow the coun
try in dry feafons, and who knows, fays 
the Abbé Ponz, but their ancient 
quarrels had the fame foundation ?

H4 Far-



OF SPAIN.x©4 THE PRESENT STATE
Farther on upon the road we come to 

a clutter of mountains, in the bofom of 
which is a celebrated chapel, called the 
chapel of Nuejlra Señora de la Cueva 
Santa (our lady of the holy grotto) The 
concourfe of people at this chapel is in
credible, efpecially on the Sth of Sep
tember, which is the feftival. The 
image of the virgin is placed at the bot
tom of a deep grotto, to which the de
vout defcend by a wide ftaircafe. The 
virgin performs many miracles, and if, 
as it is faid, the image be of platter, 
and has been prelerved two centuries in 
that damp place, this is a miracle fuf- 
ficiently remarkable, becaufe figures 
made of the fame materials are diflolved 
there in two days. The duties of the 
chapel are performed by priefts, who 
live in a large houfe built by the fide 
of the grotto, and which, at the fame 
time, ferves for a vicarage and an inn.

Segorbe is two leagues from this foli- 
tary chapel. Some of the hittorians 
of Spain infift, and others deny, that 

$e-

105 
Segorbe was the ancient Segobrica: Di- 
ago fays, with fome appearance of truth, 
that modem Segorbe was formerly the 
capital of Celtiberia, and that it is the 
city mentioned in infcriptions and an
cient coins. In its prefent ftate it con
tains not more than from five to fix 
thoufand inhabitants. It is furrounded 
by well cultivated gardens ; the climate 
is mild, and the country abounds in 
every kind of fruit.

The Jefuits had a college in Segorbe ; 
their houfe has been converted into an 
epifcopal feminary. The tomb of Peter 
Miralles, the founder of the college, is 
to the right of the great altar. Miralles 
left Bexis, the place of his birth, when 
he was very young, and after ferving 
his fovereign with much reputation and 
fuccefs, both in Europe and the Indies, 
returned very rich to his country, with 
the intention of employing an hundred 
and fixty thoufand piaftres, about fix 
hundred and fome thoufand livres (twen
ty-fix thoufand pounds) in founding a 

col-
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college, an afylum for poor orphans, 
and a convent of reformed Auguftin 
monks: he had at firft refolved to make 
thefe foundations in Bexis, but his 
countrymen, for fome reafon now un
known, oppofed him in his defign. His 
ftatue of ftucco, as large as life, and in a 
kneeling pofture, is upon the urn which 
contains his alhes; and round it the 
principal addons of his life are repre- 
fentcd in fix bas-reliefs. The whole work 
is very well executed.

The greateft curiofity in Segorbe is 
the fountain ; which even at its fource 
furnilhes water fufficient to turn two 
mill-wheels, and water all tjie neigh
bouring country. The water is whole- 
iome, clear, and well tailed; it does not 
breed either reptiles or flies, and becomes 
not corrupt by being kept; but its moil 
remarkable property is that of petrify
ing the roots and branches of the trees 
which grow by its fide, and even the 
channels through which it pafles. It is 
ncceflary to obferve, that the greater or 

leff<?r 
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lefler quantity of the ftrong fediment 
it depofits, which then becomes hard 
and may be compared to the pumice 
ftone, is in proportion as its courfe is 
more or lefs rapid. Nôtwithftanding 
this, the inhabitants of Segorbe are 
not more fubjeét to the ftone and gravel 
than thole of any ether part of the 
world.

Xerica is two leagues from Segorbe, 
and fituated upon the banks of the 
Palencia, at the foot of a mountain, 
upon which are the remains of a 
caftle which appears to have been for
merly a place of great ftrength. The 
chief productions of the neighbouring 
country are wine, wheat and indian corn, 
and the foil abounds in excellent paf- 
turage for cattle. This city has been 
the fubject of many difputes among an
tiquarians ; fome afferting that it was 
the ancient Ociferda or Etobefa ; others 
that it was called Laxata, afterwards Lax- 
eta, which at length,became Xerica.

There
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There are a few fragments of Roman 
infcriptions in Xerica and in Vivel, 
which is at the diftance of half a league, 
but they appeared to be lefs deferving of 
attention, and not more likely to pleafe 
the greateft lovers of antiquity than a 
modeft infcription, which is modern and 
found on the bridge over the Palencia, 
between Segorbe and Xerica,

*
JOANNES A MVNATONES 

EPS. SEGOBRICENSIS VIATQ 
RVM PERICVLIS PROS 

PICIENS HVNC PONTEM 
A FVNDAMENTIS EREXIT 

ANNO 1570.

The road from Xerica to Vivel rung 
by the fide of gardens delightfully fhaded. 
The town of Vivel is fituated on the 
Palencia; it is faid to have formerly been 
a city of Celtiberia, called Bel-Sinum, and 
afterwards Vivarium, which by corrup
tion is now become Vivel: at prefent it 
does not contain more than three hun

dred 
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dred inhabitants, who are all employed 
in the cultivation of their lands, which 
are well watered and fertile. Efcolano 
and Diago give feveral infcriptions found 
in the town ; fome of thefe afford reafon 
to conjecture that different branches of 
the family of Porcia were eftabliihed in 
this part of Spain, and that they went 
thither with M. Portius Cato. In others 
we find the names of Agricola, Domi- 
tian, Emilius, and the family of Cor
nelia.

Two leagues from Vivel we arrive at 
Bexis, a confiderable town fituated upon 
a little eminence, and furrounded by 
high mountains. The country is watered 
by a river called Toro, from the name 
of the village near which it has its 
fource; it is the fame river which falls 
into the fea near Morviedro; in one 
part of it, for the diftance of two or 
three leagues, it furniihes excellent trout. 
Several antiquarians place at Bexis an 
ancient city named Bergh. The prefent 
town is the chief place among the towns, 

vil*
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villages and hamlets belonging to the 
order of Calatrava.

After leaving Bexis, the road defcends 
into a deep valley and becomes delightful; 
it lies through the bofom of mountains 
covered with pines, verdure and aromatic 
plants; the vine alfo is cultivated there 
in fituations properly expofed to the 
fun. The Canalen rolls its waters 
through this delightful abode, and the 
road afterwards croffes the mountains, 
the higheft of which is called la Vellida. 
From the top of this mountain the eye 
takes in an immenfe country, a vaft 
extent of fea, the city of Valencia, and 
the plains by which it is furrounded. 
Canales, a little village, where the ice, 
fo neceffary to the people of Valencia 
is depofited, is but at a little diftance 
from la Vellida,

The road from Canales defcends for 
the fpace of a league, and in a deep bot
tom we difcover Andilla. This town 
merits celebrity on account of the fine 

paint
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paintings contained in its church. The 
great altar is ornamented with ten Co
rinthian columns of the moil juft pro
portions, and between which are feveral 
bas-reliefs reprefenting the myfteries of 
the incarnation of Ch rift : the crown is 
compofed of feveral angels, who hold 
the different inftruments of his death. 
The altar is fhut in by great doors, 
which are more to be admired than any 
thing contained in the church/ They 
were painted by Ribalta, whilft his great 
abilities retained their full vigour. The 
fubjedts are taken from the fcriptures, 
and executed in the moft fttiking and 
mafterly manner; the corredtnefs, co
louring and compofition of thefe paint
ings are not to be furpaffed.

The inhabitants of Andilla have great 
merit in having preferved thefe precious 
productions inftead of imitating thofe 
of feveral other villages who, to decorate 
their churches after the modern manner, 
have deftroyed feveral mafter-pieces of 
ait> The former, however, are blame

able
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bale for having ufelefsly expended a fum 
of money for the purpofe of building a 
high tower by the fide of their church ; 
fince, confidering the fituation of their 
village, which is entirely furrounded by 
very high mountains, had they raifed 
their tower to four times the height it 
has, it would never have been feen at a 
diltance, nor could any thing have been 
difcovered from it; this luxury is befides 
fhameful in two hundred inhabitants at 
the bottom of a deep valley : the money 
might undoubtedly have been better 
employed*

From Andilla the road aimoil conti-, 
nually afcends for two leagues, at the 
end of which we arrive at Alcublas, 
and, after palling over a plain of four 
leagues, at Liria. This city was famous 
in antiquity; it is univerfally allowed 
to have been the ancient Edeta, built by 
the firit inhabitants of Spain. A ftone 
with fome Roman characters was difco
vered in 1759, near the public fountain. 
Don Jofeph Rios, vicar of Cullera, ex-
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plained the characters in the following 
manner, in a dilfertation full of erudition.

S’emplum Nympharum Sertorius Eupo- 
rijlus Sertorianus & Jertoria fejia à Jolo, it a 
uti fculptum eft, in honorent edetanorum & 
patronorum Juorum:

I

And lower down,
Sud pecunia fecerunto

Liria is fituated between two little 
mountains, and contains about fixteen 
hundred inhabitants, molt of whom are 
employed in agriculture; the front of 
their church exhibits fome fine archi
tecture : Martin de Olindo was the ar
chitect.

The Carthufian monaitery of Porta- 
celiis two leagues from Liria, and Va
lencia four from the monaitery.

Vol. HI. VA-
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VALENCIA.
MORE has been written upon 

Valencia than upon any other city in 
the kingdom of Spain ; Efcolano, Vici- 
ana, Beuter, Efclapes and Diago, all of 
the kingdom of Valencia, have left an
nals and hiftories of that capital, and I 
am not furprifed at what they have 
done; Valencia was, for a long time, 
the city in which a greater number of 
books were printed than in any other 
in all Spain.

Its ancient name is unknown; but, 
it is faid to have been taken and forti
fied by Scipio, deftroyed by Pompey, 
and rebuilt by Sertorius. It was taken 
from the Romans by the Goths, and 
from the latter by the Moors, who, at 
twice, poiTeiTed it two hundred and thirty- 
nine years; for it was taken in 1094 by 
the’famous Cid-Rui-Diaz de Vivar, and 
bore, during four years, the name of 
Valencia of the Cid. The Moors re

took 
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took it, but it was finally conquered in 
1238, by the king Don Jayme, and'em- 
bellifhed as well as enlarged by Don 
Pedro IV. king of Arragon. It is about 
half a league in circumference, and the 
walls are built for ornament rather than, 
defence.

Mariana the hiftorian fays, that in 
Valencia chearfulnefs enters at the doors 
and windows; the defcription he gives 
of this city is in many refpecfts devoid 
of truth, and fuch that the author proves 
himfelf more a poet than an hiftorian. 
Several geographers who have had im< 
plicit faith in Mariana, have even exag
gerated his account of Valencia, and faid, 
the houfes here are all palaces, on which 
account the name of Bella was given to 
the city, an epithet difficult to reconcile, 
With narrow, crooked and unpaved ftreets^ 
impafiable after rain; and in which 
there are but two or three houfes built 
with tafte, and a few churches diftin- 
guiihed by their architecture. In a word, 
‘t is a city built by the Moors, who, for

I 2 reafons
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reafons of policy, jealoufy or religion, 
aiTociating but feldom with each other, 
and ihut up with their women, confi- 
dered ftreets as nothing more than ne- 
ceflary paths, little capable of embelliih- 
ment, and gave their whole attention 
to ihe interior of their houfes, which 
were airy and fpacious, but in general 
inconvenient and badly diftributed. Be- 
fides, the luxury of carriages had not 
yet been introduced. But the Spaniards, 
fince their conqueft of the kingdom, 
might eafily have remedied a defedt which 
at prefent is fo confiderable, and not 
have followed in their new buildings the 
injudicious plan traced by the Moors.

Burjafot, a village a league from Va
lencia, Hands on an eftate belonging 
to the College of Corpus Chrifti in 
that city.

Efcolano derives the name of Burjafot 
from the Arabic words borg which fig- 
nifies tower, and Jot rendered by wood, 
whence the word foto, which in Cafti- 

lian 
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ftilian means the fame thing. In the 
middle of the wood that furrounded 
Burjafot was an oak, which with its 
branches covered as much ground as a 
man with a yoke of oxen could plough 
in a day; the branches, fourteen in. 
number, each of which would have 
made a great tree, were eighty paces di
ameter. They were fupported by pillars, 
which gave to the inclofure the appear
ance of a rural cloifter. Efcolano faw 
this tree and gave a defcription of it. 
In 1670, it was thrown down by light
ening.

Burjafot ftili prefents monuments 
much more important, and which the 
city of Valencia takes great care to keep 
in repair; thefe are the public fubter- 
raneous granaries, conftrufted by the 
Romans, and mentioned by Columella, 
Pliny, Varro, and Suidas, who call 
them Silos, or 5/rof*;  and which in the

Va-

* Sed id genus horrei quod fcripfimus, nifi fit 
in ficca pofitione, quamvis granum robuftiflimum 

1 3 cor-
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Valencian language are now called las 
Sichas or Siches de San Roque.

The monument of Frances 1’Advenant, 
the moil famous adlrefs Spain ever had, 
is in the old church of Burjafot. She 
died a few years fince at the age of 
twenty-two, by the excefs of her de
baucheries: her epitaph, written by a 
prieft, one of her friends, is filent upon 
this head.

O mors, quam amara eft 
memoria tua ’

corrumpit litu: qui ii nullus adiit poffunt etiam de- 
fofla frumenta fcrvari, ficut tranfmarinis quibufdam 
provinciis ubi puteorum in modum, quos appellant 
Siros, exhaufta humus, editos a fe fruftus recipit. 
Columel. lib. i. cap. 6. n°. 15.

Quidam granaria habent fub terris, fpeluncas quas 
vocant Seiros, ut in Cappadocia ac Thracia; alii, 
ut in Hifpania citeriore puteos, ut in agro Cartha- 
gin.enfi & Ofccnfi. Varro de Re Rufi. lib. 1. cap. 57,

Suidas, torn. ii. p. 734 and 744.
Plin. Hi ft. Nat. lib. 18. cap. 30.
Quint. Curt. lib. 7. cap. 4, n°. 24, &e.

119
' A qui jace

Francifca 
1’Advenant 

de edad de veinte y dos annos 
y ocho dias, immortal 

por fu agudiffimo 
talento, y admi
ración unica en 

fu profeffion, mu
rió en onze de abril 1772, 

dando efpeciales 
mueftras de fer- 

vorofa contri-
* cion; ruegen a Dios 

por ella

Dum proceres, 
primi, 

fummi lacrymantur 
et imi;■* * 

poft vitam fumus, 
pulvis "E umbra 

fumus*.

* O death, hotv bitter is the, remembrance of thee! 
Here lies Frances 1’Advenant aged twentv-two years

I 4 and
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From Burjafot the excellent figs, called 

at Marfeilles Figues Bourjafotes, derive 
their name, and not from Alexander VI. 
of Borgia, archbiihop of Valencia before 
he was pope, as Menage pretends in his 
Italian etymologies under the word Fico 
Brogiotto: it is true they were tranf- 
planted to Italy by this luxurious pope, 
and there made known by him to the 
nice palates of that country.

A few years ago a hone with the fol
lowing infcription was found in the Gua- 
dalaviar, in the environs of Valencia :

SODALICIUM 
VERNARVM 

COLENTES ISID::::

and eight days, immortal by her rare talents, and 
the greateil prodigy of her profeffion. She died 
ii April, 1772, after having ihewn marks of the 
moil fervent contrition. Pray to God for her.

Whilft the great, the rich, the powerful, and the 
people fhall regret her lofs and ihed tears at her fate, 
let us not forget, that, after this life, we are but 
fmoke, ihadows and duft,

121OF SPAIN.

It is placed upon the road not far 
from where it was difcovered : and has 
above it another Rone, in the center of 
which is a crown of laurel, a cornuco
pia, and the following charaders as a

CO. IV. IT. VALENCIA

After placing the two Rones, the fol
lowing infcription was put over them_
Si Re, antiquitatis amator: diu focii in 
alveo fepulti lapides A.D. MDCCLIV. 
mventi, fequenti in hunc proximiorem 
locum pofiti, die ubi, die quando pri- 
mum eredti.

i

Moft of the hiftorians who have 
written upon Valencia maintain it to 
have been the firft city in Spain, in which 
the art of printing was known ; and in 
the fuppofition that it was not introduced 
into that kingdom before the year 1474, 
they mention a SalluR printed at Valencia 
in 1475, and a Latin dictionary, intitled 
^prehenfirium^ at the end of which is 

read
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read as follows: Praefens bujus Comprehend 
forii praclarum opus Valentice imprejjum anno 
MCCCCLXXV. Die vero XXIII menfa 

februarii finit feliciter. This work is in 
the library of Don Gregory Mayans, who 
refides at Valencia, and who has one of 
the moil: valuable colledions of books 
in the kingdom. He may be called the 
Neftor of Spaniih literature. Although 
eighty years of age, moil: of his time is 
devoted to letters, and thus the laft mo
ments of a life, celebrated by a great 
number of works, are confecrated to the 
inftruction of his countrymen. Voltaire 
has juftly given him the title of famous. 
Dr. Robertfon confulted him upon his 
hiftory of America, and he maintains a 
correfpondence with all the learned men 
in Europe. He gives the moft polite re
ception to vifitors, and was pleafed to 
place me in the number of thofe whom 
he honours with his friendihip. I was 
not lefs latisfied with his brother Don 
Antonio Mayans, a man well acquainted 
with the antiquities of Spain, and who.

among 

OF SPAIN. 123

among other works, has given the hif- 
tory of Elche, formerly Ilici.

During my ftay at Valencia, I was 
prefent at the celebration of a feaft 
given by the fociety de la Real Maejlranza*  
on the birthday of Charles III. This 
name is given at Valencia, Granada, Se
ville, Zamora, and fome- other cities, to 
a fociety compofed of fome of the firit 
nobility of the country. The Maejlrantes, 
in different cities, have a very rich uni
form, and enjoy, by grant from his 
majefty, feveral honourable privileges. 
They march to the field under his ban
ners, and are followed by feveral com
panies compofed of their vaffals. This 
prefents an image of the feudal fyftem.
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ROAD FROM VALENCIA TO
A L I C A N T.

I LEFT Valencia about one o’clock 
on the 22d of January, inaft&afe*;  
the weather was extremely fine, the fun 
clear and very warm, and the country 
as beautiful as in the month of April. 
The road at firfl: is good, and paifes 
through feveral villages, but afterwards 
becomes fuch as it probably was at the 
creation ; fand up to the axletree, and an 
immenfe defert full of the high thorny 
and ftrong plant which the people of 
the country call Pita ; the aloe of Ame
rica, of which the Spaniards make cord
age. The Catalans fpin it fo finely, that 
the thread is ufed in making of blonde. 
Algemifi is the firfl: town upon this 
road. The Spaniih traveller fays, the 
façade of the church is in a good tafte, 
the great altar of fine architecture, and 

* A light open carriage, as I may fay, continually 
blown about by the wind.

that
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that in the infide of the church there 
are feveral pieces of fculpture well exe
cuted, and fome paintings by Ribalta. 
Alcire, two leagues from Algemefi, is a 
confiderable town, well fituated. The 
Moors call it Algecira, which fignifies 
IJland; and, in fact, it is one, being fur- 
rounded by the river Xucar, which you 
pafs over a (tone bridge. The country 
about Alcire produces rice, fruits, and 
grain : the fugar cane was formerly cul- 

, tivated there with fome fuccefs, but fince 
fugar has been brought, cheaper and of 
a better quality, from America, this cul
tivation has been neglected.

The road from this town to San Felipe 
is, in general, tolerably good; fome- 
times commanded by high and barren 
mountains, at others crofled by different 
itreams.

Three quarters of a league from San 
Felipe you pafs over the widow’s bridge. 
A mother who had the misfortune to 
lofe her only fon in the river over which 

the
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the bridge is built, caufed it to be 
eredbed, that the fame misfortune might 
not happen to any mother in future.

San Felipe was called Setabis in the 
time of the Romans ; and, when in the 
poifeffion of the Moors Xativa, a name 
itill given it by the common people ; it 
was deftroyed at the beginning of this 
century for having refilled the arms of 
Philip V.

The caftle was formerly the prifon of 
the duke of Calabria*.

Between,

* Ferdinand of Arragon, duke df Calabria, eHeft 
fon of Don Fadrique of Arragon, kiiig of Naples, 
born in Andria in 1488. His father having been de
prived of his ftates by Ferdinand V. called the Ca
tholic, and Louis XII. of France; Ferdinand, who 
was his prefumptive heir, fhut himfelf up with fome 
troops in Tarenteiia, where, unable to defend him
felf long, he was obliged to furrender to the great 
captain Gonzalo Fernandez, who treated him well 
and fent him into Spain, wlrilft his father, mother 
and brothers were in France, King Ferdinand ira- 
prifoned him in the caftle of Xativa, where he re
mained ten years, after which Charles V. gave him 

his
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Between San Felipe and Mogente, the 

traveller, in lefs than two hours, twelve 
times crofles a river called Barranjo de 
Mogente; the laurel rofe, fo carefully cul
tivated in our gardens in France, grows 
naturally upon its banks. He next ar
rives at Villena, a fmall town of new 
Caftile.

Not far from Villena is the little vil
lage of Biar, called by the Romans 
Apiarium, on account of its excellent 
honey, which was as white as fnow. It 
is ftill famous for the fame valuable pro
duction,

his liberty, and received him at Valladolid, where the 
court then was; he married him to the queen Urfula 
Germaine, widow of his grandfather, daughter t9 
the count de Foix, and niece to Louis XII. he after
wards named him viceroy of Valencia. Having loft 
his wife, he married Donna Mencia de Mendoza« 
He died at the age of 66 years and fome months, and 
was interred by the fide of his firft wife in the church 
°f San Miguel de los Reyes, near Valencia, in a 
monaftery of Jeronymites, which he had founded.

To
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To the left of Villena is Alcoy, a 
handfome little town, fituated upon the 
river of that name. Iron mines were 
difcovered in the neighbourhood in 1504 ; 
but it is more remarkable for a fountain 
called by the inhabitants Barchel\ they 
fay, that it throws up an abundance of 
water during the fpace of fourteen years; 
that it afterwards becomes exhaufted,and 
that it runs and dries up periodically. 
The mountains in the neighbourhood 
of the village of Contentaina are famous 
from the great quantity of rare and me
dicinal plants found upon them.

Altea, rich in wine, filk, flax, and 
honey, is by the fea-fide.

Benia, an ancient city founded by 
the people of Marfeilles in honour of 
Diana, lies to the north of Altena; it 
was called by the founders Artemifium, 
from the Greek name of that deity : the 
Romans gave it the appellation of B/- 
aneum, whence the name it now bears. 
Sertorius made an advantageous ufe of 

this 

O F S P A I N. I29

this place, and it is not long fince the 
inhabitants ftill called it Atalaya de Ser
torio, the obfervatory of Sertorius. It 
ftands at the foot of Mount Mongon, 
and has a commodious harbour; the foil 
is fertile, and abounds in corn, wine and 
almonds.

Between Denia and Altea, the land 
forms a promontory, called Cape Martin, 
but the inhabitants of the country ftill 
call it Artemus. This cape feparates j 
the Gulph of Valencia from that of 
Alicant.

Vol. III. K
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ALICANT.
ALICANT was, for a long time, only 

a fmall village : Viciana fays, that in 
Ï519, there were but fix houfes upon 
the ground on which the city now 
Hands ; but in 156 2 the number amounted 
to upwards of a thoufand. The cir- 
cumftances which moil contributed to 
this prodigious increafe, were the means 
made ufe of by the inhabitants to fecure 
themfelves from the enterprises and ra
vages of the corfairs. They employed a 
part of their property in making ftrong 
fortifications by the fea-fide. Several fa
mous pirates, fupported by the Moors, 
then cruized in the Mediterranean ; Dra- 
gut and Barbarofia fpread univerfal ter
ror. Alicant, become a place of fafety, 
and capable of defence, induced the 
merchants of Carthagena and the envi
rons to eftabliih themfelves there. Thefe 
were followed by feveral other merchants 
from Milan and Genoa ; and the con- 
courfe of natives and ftrangers foon gave 
both fame and profperity to the city.

It
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It is now well built and peopled; the 
bay is fafe and much frequented ; it is 
iheltered on the eaft by Cape de la Hu
erta, and to the weft by Cape Saint Paul 
and the liland.of Tabarca. Vefiels an
chor about a mile from the mole in fix, 
feven, eight and ten fathom of water, 
and may enter and go out with any wind. 
The mole is large and commodious, but 
not yet finifhed. One of the circum- 
ftances which has molt contributed to 
the riches and commerce of Alicant, is 
the duties of entry being lefs there than 
at Valencia and Carthagena; this di- 
miniihed the commerce of thefe two 
cities in favour of the former, from 
which all the vefiels that carry on 
the trade between Spain and Italy are 
fitted out.

The commerce of Alicant confifts in 
barilla, antimony, allum, anifefeed, 
cummin, and the wine much efteemed 
m Europe, called Tino tinto (tent wine).

K 2 Within
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Within four leagues of the city there 
is a kind of refervoir, or cittern, between 
two mountains, called El Paniano, in 
which the water that falls from all the 
neighbouring mountains is received; and 
which, in cafe of a want of rain, ferves 
to fupply the whole diftriét for a year. 
The ’walls of the bafon are two hundred 
feet high ; and, at the bafe, upwards of 
forty feet thick.

The foil of the whole country between 
Alicant and Guardamar is entirely faline. 
Guardamar is faid to be the ancient Alone 
fo called on account of the great quan» 
titles of fait found in the environs.

Thefe fait pits have been famous in 
hiftory for two thoufand years. The 
Genoefe and the traders from Pifa and 
the Levant formerly came there to load 
their vettels, and took great care to in- 
fert in their treaties of peace, an article 
whereby full liberty was granted them 
to fetch fait from Guardamar.

The
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The bay of Alicant is faid to have 
formerly been the famous gulph of Ilici, 
a Roman colony, now the city of Elche, 
but the declining ftate of the port of 
Ilici, and the improvement of that of 
Alicant, gave to the bay the name it 
now bears : it begins at Cape St. Martin, 
and terminates at Cape Palos.

The waters of Bouffot, a village within 
a few leagues of Alicant, are faid to be 
of ufe in obftruCtions and venereal cafes; 
people go to drink them in the month 
of May, but they find there no kind of 
lodging, and the fick who remain are 
obliged to have fmall tenements ereCted 
for their accommodation. The rofe- 
mary plant thrives fo well in this neigh
bourhood, that it frequently grows to 
the height of fix feet.

The fituation of Alicant is too fine for 
that part of the coaft to have been neg
lected by ftrangers who landed in Spain ; 
and, it is fuppofed, not without fome 
reafon, that there was formerly a city, 

K 3 of
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of which the name is now unknown, in 
the environs of the fpot on which Alicant 
now hands. Several fragments of in
fcriptions, and ruins of columns and ha- 
tues, found towards that part of the bay 
called La Gala, fupport this conjecture. 
Some intire infcriptions, difcovered in 
the fame quarter, have been preferved 
in the neighbouring country-houfes ; 
amongft others are the following:

M. VALERIO. SOLANIA 
NO. SEVERO. MVRE 

NAE. F. MAG.
M. B O.PILI U.S ONYXS 

IIIIII. AVG. TEMPLVM. D. S.
P. R. I. Q^P

Mario Valerio Solaniano S'evero, Murcnoe 
familice magifer, Marcus Popilius Qnyxs 
fextum augur, templum, de Jua pecunia ref 
t.ituit ipfecpue pofuit.

VARRO. ANN XVIII
H. S. E. S. T. L.

Varro armor urn octode cun hie fepultus eft: 
ft terra levis.
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DIIS MANIBVS
PRIAMI GENIA 

SINPONIACA 
AN. XXV.

A feal or fignet, of the form follow
ing, was found near the fame place :

ABA SCAN TlTl

It had a ftrong little handle that it 
might be forcibly preffed : Abafcantus is 
faid to have been a Roman colledtor; 
and Beuter quotes an infeription in 
which mention is made of a perfon of 
that name.

Q. SERTORIUS. Q^LIB. 
ABASCANTVS SE VIR AVG.

D.S.P.F.C. IDEM QVE 
DEDICAVIT.

The infcriptions and coins, difcovered 
in this neighbourhood, prove that the 
city or colony exifted before, and m, the 
time of the emperors.

K4
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ROUTE FROM ALICANT 
TO MURCIA.

TWO leagues from Alicant the tra
veller finds a foreft of palm trees; a 
kind of tree which has a noble and 
fimple, yet, in general, a melancholy ap
pearance : however, when they are found 
in fucii numbers, as in the environs of 
Elche, their effect is very agreeable. I 
imagined myfelf tranfported to the 
plains of Alexandria or Grand Cairo: I 
faw, with a pleafure new to me, the 
golden and tufted grape and the date, 
fufpended by the fide of each other; an 
horizon infinitely varied, green valleys 
interfedted by a thoufand rivulets, and 
a clear and brilliant iky, which enli
vened the fcene, and rendered it one of 
the moil interefting I had ever beheld.

Between Alicant and Elche there are 
feveral deep and covered citterns, the 
water of which is excellent. They are 
the precious remains of the religion of 

the 

O F S P A 1 N. 137

the Moors, who negledted no means of 
facilitating ablutions and the obfervance 
of the falutary precepts of their law. 
The citterns are now going to ruin, and 
in a few years will be totally filled up.

Elche, fay antiquarians, is the ancient 
llici, a very famous colony, which had 
the furnames of Julia, Cafariana, and 
Augujla; but all the remains of its an
cient magnificence are a great number 
of ruins, and fome infcriptions : one of 
the latter is engraved upon a piece of 
a jafper column in the convent of Nuejtra 
Señora de la Mifericordia: the words are :

AUGVSTO DIVI. F. 
DECIVS. CELER 

DEDICAVIT.

The column was brought from Alcu- 
dia in the environs of Elche; and, by 
the ruins found near that place, it ap
pears to have been more confiderable 
than the latter,

The
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The following infcription is alfo found 
in Elche.

D. M.
VLP. MARIANAE 
VIXIT AN. XXX 

L. CASSIVS. IVNIANVS 
MARITAE*  

KARISSIMAE.

Elche had formerly a port called lilt- 
citano, from its name Ilici ; it was ftill 
reforted to in 1418, but is, at prefent, 
abandoned, and not even a trace of the 
city, to which it belonged, is now to be 
found. The city was undoubtedly dif- 
tincf from Ilici, becaufe Elche is a league 
from the fea. There are yet fome re
mains of a road from Garth agena to the 
port of Ilici, and the natives called it, 
by tradition, the Roman road.

It is alfo faid, that the road made by 
the Grecian Hercules, when after con-

* The word Marita, inftead of Uxor, is fre
quently found in Horace and Ovid.

quering
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quering Geryon, near Cadiz, he conti
nued his way to the Pyrenees to go into 
Gaul and Italy, paffed through Elche.

This city was early converted, to the 
Chriftian faith ; the name of the firft 
biihop of it was John; there ftill re
mains a letter of compliment, written 
to him by pope Hormifdas in 517; but 
the fee was deftroyed by the invafion of 
the Moors.

Elche was famous in the -time of the 
Arabs: the fituation was delightful, the 
climate mild, and the environs fertile; > 
it was for them a delightful retreat, in 
which they cultivated arts and letters in 
the midft of pleafures. It gave birth to 
feveral celebrated men, among whom one . 
of the moft diftinguiihed was Ifa Ben 
Mahomed Alabderita, a very pleafing 
poet; who flourilhed about the year 913 
of our sera.

Mahomed Ben Abdalrhamah enjoyed 
the greateft confideration amongft his 

fellow
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fellow citizens ; he deferved to be cele
brated for his knowledge and piety. 
The Spaniards have his annals of Spain, 
and a hiftory of the illuftrious men of 
that kingdom ; he died in 1213.

Abu Abdallah Mahomed Ben Mahomed 
Ben Hefcham was fo wife and juft a 
judge, that the king of Granada, after 
receiving repeated proofs of his know
ledge and equity, gave him , full power 
to govern in his place; he died in this 
employment in 1304.

Elche was taken from the Moors by 
Peter the Cruel, in 1363, and has ever 
fince remained under the dominion of 
the Spaniards; it belongs to the houfe 
of Arcos.

Orihuela, four leagues from Elche, 
is an ancient and well fituated town, 
lurrounded by high mountains, and, 
like all this coaft, enjoys a perpetual 
fpring. The country is fo fertile as to 
have become a proverb : llueva 0 no llueva,
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trigo en Orihuela; whether it rains or not 
there is always corn in Orihuela.

The Romans called it Orcelis, and 
Ptolemy reckons it among the cities in
habited by the Bajletani.

One of the firft biihops of this city 
fent deputies to the fecond council of 
Arles, in the fourth century, the time 
of Conftantine the Great. The fee was 
afterwards united to that of Carthagena, 
and not feparated from it until the mid
dle of the fixteenth century.

Orihuela has an univerfity, which was 
founded in 1555. The college, built 
upon a high mountain, has a magnifi
cent profpedt, and is in itfelf an object 
of curiofity.

The cathedral is dark, fmall, and or
namented in a bad tafte.

The country, from Orihuela to the 
environs of Murcia, has the appearance 
of a vaft defert.
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OF THE KINGDOM OF 
MURCIA.

THIS kingdom is the leaft of thofe 
which compofe the monarchy of Spain ; 
it is but twenty-five leagues in length, 
and about twenty-three in breadth. The 
moil confiderable cities are Murcia, the 
capital; Carthagena, and Lorca ; Alma- 
caron, fix leagues from Carthagena,which 
is, properly fpeaking, no more than a for- * 
trefs upon the fea coaft, and principally 
diftinguiihed on account of great quan
tities of allum found in the neighbour
hood ; Mula, fituated in a fertile plain ; 
Caravaca, famous for a crofs prefented to 
it by angels, and which cures all the 
fick within ten leagues round; Lorgui, 
Calafpara, and Cieza, which by fome is 
thought to be the ancient Carteia.

The two principal rivers by which 
this kingdom is watered, are the Segura, 
formerly called the terebus, and the Gua- 
dalentin, which, rifing in the kingdom 

of

US 
of Granada, waters that of Murcia 
from weft to eaft, waihes the walls of 
Lorca, and falls into the Mediterranean 
near Almacaron.

The Kingdom of Murcia produces a 
great quantity of filk. The Moors, when 
they conquered Spain, are faid to have 
brought thither the mulberry-tree, and 
to have taught the Spaniards the man
ner of cultivating it, as alfo how to pre
pare and weave the filk. The foil of 
Murcia is to favourable to this tree, 
that it more eafily grows there than in 
any other part of Spain. fThe little 
kingdom of Murcia is faid to contain 
three hundred and fifty-five thoufand 
five hundred mulberry-trees, and to pro
duce annually forty thoufand ounces of 
the grain of the filk worm, the refult 
of which is two hundred and fifty thou
fand pounds of filk.

»

The lands watered in the kingdom 
of Murcia are divided into feventy-three 
thoufand eight hundred and ninety-feven 

tahullas.
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tahullas. A tahulla is a fquare, each fide 
of which is forty varas; and conse
quently contains fixteen hundred fquare 
varas *.  Every kind of fruit pro
duced in Spain is found in Murcia; it 
furnifhes Caftile, England and France 
with oranges, lemons, figs, &c. The 
mountains are covered with lhrubs, reeds 
and odoriferous and medicinal plants.

M U R C I A.
SEVERAL volumes have been written 

upon the antiquity of this city. In the 
earlieft ages it is faid to have been called 
Tadmir, that is, productive of palm 
trees; that, afterwards, rebuilt by the 
Morgetes, it took the name of Murgis, 
and after thefe people was at different 
times called Bigaitro, Oreola, and Ormela; 
but Cafcales maintains it had never any 
other name than that of Murcia. Thefe 
difputes are but of little confequence; 
its antiquity is fufficiently proved by in- 
fcnptions, fome of which are quoted

* 7 liirty-two inches make one Vara.
by
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by Appian in his description of Spain, 
and the reft ftill remain in Murcia.

In its origin Murcia was, like every 
other city near Carthagena, only a fmall 
village. The latter eclipled them all un
til it was conquered by Scipio. The 
Romans no fooner came to the village 
of Murcia, and obferved its agreeable fitu- 
ation, the natural cafcades of the river, 
and the banks covered with myrtle, 
where this ihrub ftill flouriihes more than 
in any other part of Spain, than they 
refolved to confecrate it to their Kenus 
Myrtia, who delighted in myrtles, wa
ters and fountains: they added an a 
only to the name, which was Murci.

t

It was in the fields of Murcia that 
Scipio, returned from his conqueft, ce
lebrated the obfequies of his father and 
uncle. The celebration confifted in games 
and combats of gladiators, and according 
to Livy they were not flaves who were 
forced to combat, but brave champions, 
who voluntarily came to give proofs of 
Vol. III. L their
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their valour. Murcia remained fix hun
dred and fixteen years under the domi
nion of the Romans.

It was taken, diftnantled, and backed 
by the Goths, who poflefled it three 
hundred and ten years.

The Moors, in their turn, came to 
befiege it, after having conquered Cor
dova, Malaga, Granada, and Jaen ; and 
the inhabitants went to meet and fight 
them. The two armies met in a plain 
frill called Sangonera, on account of the 
bloody battle that followed, in which the 
Murcians behaved fo gallantly, that moil 
of them remained upon the field. In 
this extremity the governor of the city 
ordered all the women to be clad in ar
mour, and drawn up on the rampart, 
whilft, in the character of an ambaf- 
fador, he went to the Moorifh general 
to capitulate. The Moors, believing the 
city to be ftill ftrong and full of foldiers, 
granted him very advantageous terms ; 
but what was their aftonifhment, when,

upon 
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upon entering the gates, they found 
only an army of women! The fame cir- 
cumftance is related of the taking of 
Orihuela. At length, after five hundred 
and twenty-feven years pofleffion, the 
Moors loft it in 1241, to Don Ferdi
nand, fon of Alphonfo the wife, and it 
has ever fince remained under the domi
nion of Spain.

Murcia Rands in a plain, which from 
weft to eaft is twenty-five leagues in 
length, and a league and half in breadth. 
The Segura runs by the fide of the city. 
This river is decorated with a fine ftone 
bridge, and has a magnificent quay.

The principal front of the cathedral 
is beautiful, but overcharged with orna
ments. The three principal doors are 
of reddiih marble, and of the Corin
thian order; they are ornamented with 
thirty-two ftatues as large as life. The 
Arabian fculpture which ornaments the 
pillars is well executed, and in a good 
tafte.

T 2 The
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The infide of the cathedral is fpaci- 

ous; the pillars by which the roof is 
fupported have no appearance of go
thic lightnefs; but are much more ftrong 
than elegant. The beauty, lightnefs and 
elegance of gothic architecture are found 
in the chapel of the marquis de los 
Veles, which appears more ancient and 
is higher than the cathedral ; the form 
is an hexagon,, terminated by a cupola, 
ornamented with all the taRe of the 
gothic ages, and the exterior of the 
chapel is as well finifhed. as the inte
rior. .

The altar of the cathedral is of maf- 
five fiver, and the Reps which lead to 
it are covered with the fame metal.

The tomb of Alphonfo X, furnamed 
the Wife, is in this church. That mo
narch, who, in an age of ignorance, 
diftinguiihed himfelf by his great know
ledge of hiftory and aftrology, left, at 
his death, his heart and bowels to Mur
cia, as an acknowledgment for the

149 
good reception given him by that king
dom after abdicating the empire he had 
accepted in prejudice to Richard king 
of England. Sancho, his fon, would 
have excluded him from his Rates.

The tower of the cathedral is fquare, 
and built in imitation of that of Seville, 
but it is larger, and, when finifhed, will 
be more lofty. The afcent to the fum- 
mit is fo eafy, that a horfe might go up 
it without being much fatigued. In 
the center of this tower, at about half 
way up, is a fpacious apartment, which 
ferves as an afylum to fuch as from in- 
tereft, enmity or hidden anger, have had 
the misfortune to Rain their hands with 
the blood of their fellow creatures. 
They there live beyond the reach of the 
laws, and have no other inquietude than 
that of their remorfe.

The bafe of the tower is ornamented 
with Corinthian pilaRers, and fome 
niches not yet filled up; the following 

L3
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infcription proves it to have been begun 
above two hundred and fifty years ago.

Anno Dmi MCCCCCXXI die
XVIIII Ociobris 

inceptum eJi hoc opus Jub 
Leone X fummo 

Pontlfice, Jul pontificates 
anno VIIII, 

Cprolo imp er at ore cum 
Joanna matre 

regnantibus in Hifpania 
Matheo j'ancli Angeli diacono 

cardi- 
nalc Epijcopo Carthaglnenjfi

Murcia contains fix parifh churches, en
dowed byAlphonfo theWife, ten convents 
of Monks, and fix nunneries. Among the 
convents that of the Cordeliers is the 
moft diftinguiihed. It has a good library, 
but ill taken care of, in which are the por
traits of feveral great men who have ren
dered themfelves famous by arms, letters 
and the art of governing. The Mooriih 
palace flood formerly upon the ground

now
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now occupied by the convent or the 
Dominicans.

Murcia is furrounded by charming 
public walks, of which the Malecón is 
the principal.

This city, although confiderable and 
well peopled, has not one inn ; the only 
lodging to be had in it is as wretched 
as thofe found upon moil of the great 
roads of Spain in the places called inns, 
generally kept by Gitanos or Gipfies.
I

The baths of Archena are four leagues 
from Murcia, upon the road to Madrid, 
and take their name from a neighbour
ing little village *. they have their fource 
in a rock not very high, but which is 
commanded by very lofty mountains. 
Thirty paces from the Segura a canal, 
upon which three kind of baths are con- 
ftrufted, has been made from this fource; 
the firft bath. is for the men, the fecond 
for the women, and the third for the 
poor. The firft is within ten or twelve

L 4 feet
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feet of the fource, and the water is fo 
hot that it is impoffible to fupport the 
heat of it, even with the hand, for 
more than a fecond ; before it is bathed 
in, it is beaten for a confiderable length 
of time. This water is of a blueifh cail, 
very heavy and bad tailed; the froth 
or fcum at the fource takes fire like ful- 
phur or brandy. Thofe who drink the 
waters mull ufe a good deal of exer- 
cife to carry them off. They aye ef. 
teemed ufeful in all infirmities proceed
ing from the humours, but are preju
dicial in venereal cafes. Their great 
effedl is a violent and continued tranf- 
piiation, and it fometimes happens that 
perfons who have bathed in them are 
obliged to change their linen five or fix 
times in the day. There are about fifty 
fmall huts near the baths where lodging 
may be had, but provifion mufl be car
ried thither in cafe of a few days refi- 
dence.

The roads from Murcia to Carthagena 
are horrid, and in the high mountains, 
over which they pafs, are fuch as the 
waters have made them.

'S3

CARTHAGENA.

CARTHAGENA is announced at a 
diftance by villages, farms, country- 
houfes and feveral pleafant walks. The 
principal founders of this city were, we 
are told, Teucer and Afdrubal; but a 
large city called Contefta, from the name 
of Tefta, king of Spain, by whom it was 
built, is faid to have flood upon the 
fame ground 1412 years before Chrift. 
The greateft part of the province alfo 
was called Contejlania-. Teucer came 
next in the reign of Gargoris, and began 
to embelliih and fortify Carthagena, but 
did not complete his work; till, at 
length, Afdrubal finding its fituation 
delightful, made it a magnificent city, 
and the rival of Carthage in Africa.

Carthagena remained in the poflef- 
fion of the defendants of Afdrubal un
til the year 208 before Chrift, when it 
was conquered by Publius Scipio and 
Caius Laslius. It was at that time go

verned

(
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verned by Mago, the laft Carthaginian 
chief.

Livy tells us, that at the arrival of 
Scipio in Spain, Carthagena was, after 
Rome, one of the richeft cities in the 
worldand full of arms and foldiers. 
Notwithftanding all its refources Scipio 
took it, and delivered it up to pillage. 
He carried away with him fixty-four mili
tary banners, two hundred and feventy- 
fix golden cups, and eighteen thoufand 
three hundred marks of filver, befides 
veffels of the fame metal; forty thoufand 
meafures of wheat, and an hundred and 
fixty thoufand meafures of oats : in a 
word, he acquired there fuch immenfe 
riches, that, the hiftorian fays, the city 
itfelf was the leaft thing the Romans 
gained by the expedition. Ut minimum 
omnium inter tantas opes bellicas Carthago 
ipfa fuerit.

It was after this conqueft that Scipio 
fet the great example of temperance and 
generofity, fo much celebrated in that 

and 
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and the prefent age. We learn from 
hiftory, that fome foldiers having brought 
to him a young female captive of noble 
extraction, whofe be,auty attracted the 
eyes and admiration of the ■whole camp. 
Scipio being informed that ihe had been 
promifed in marriage by her paients to 
Lucius, prince of the Celtiberians, and 
that the two lovers had a great affeCtion 
for each other, fent for the young prince, 
and reftored to him the lady, forced him 
to take, as a marriage portion, the furii 
of gold her friends had brought for her 
ranfom, and offered them, at the lame 
time, the friendfhip of the Roman 
people.

Carthagena was along time the Indies 
of the Romans; and there are Hill filver 
mines in the environs. Philip II. had 
fome of the filver melted to eftimate 
the expence of working, and the pro
duce. The lead mines in the village or 
los Alumbres are very rich ; amethyfts 
and other precious ftones are found near 
Cuevas de Porman, and not far from 

Hellin
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Hellin there is a very confiderable mine 
of fulphur.

The country round Carthagena was 
formerly called Campo Spartario, and 
the appellation of Spartaria was alfo 
given to the city on account of the great 
quantities of Spartum, or Spaniih broom, 
found in the plains and mountains.

Carthagena was totally deftroyed in 
the wars of Atanagilda with Agila king 
of the Goths in Spain : feveral antique 
ftones with infcriptions have been found 
among the ruins. One of thefe is now 
in a garden in the town of Efpinardo, 
near Murcia. It has on one fide the 
item of a ihip, and on the other the 
figure of Pallas holding an olive branch ; 
at her feet are a cornucopia, and the 
caduceus of Mercury. Cafcales, for what 
reafon I know not, attributes this mo
nument to Julius Caefar, and fuppofes it 
to have been erected by him at the time 
when he formed the defign of fubju- 
gating the world and his country.

On
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On the land fide, Carthagena is de
fended by a mountain formed by three 
hills; one of which was formerly called 
Phejio, another Alefto, and the third 
Chrono. In the middle of the city is a 
high hill, with a fort, now aimoil: in 
ruins : it was anciently called Mercurius 
Theutates, undoubtedly from a temple 
erected there in honour of that deity.

The harbour is fpacious, and fo deep 
that Chips may moor clofe to the land. 

. It is a bafon hollowed by Nature, which 
feems to have iheltered it from the winds 
by feveral hills placed round it at equal 
diftances; fo that from the mole no
thing but the entrance of the harbour 
and the bafon are to be feen. No port 
in the world can be compared to this 
for fafety and regularity. Virgil wiih- 
ing to give, at the landing of AEneas in 
Italy, the defcription of a port as per
fect as art and nature could make it, 
feems to have taken for his model the 
harbour of Carthagena.
.E/? in Jeceffu longo locus: injula por turn, &c.

The
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The entrance is defended by two 
redoubts which are not yet fortified : 
the mole is protected by twelve pieces 
of cannon.

The arfenal is extremely large, and 
provided with every thing that can fa
cilitate the building and fitting out of 
a ihip. Every requifite is there in fuch 
readinefs, that a ihip of the line may 
be got ready for fea in three days. At 
the pleafure of the builder the water 
fills the magnificent bafons which ferve 
as flocks, and the ihip Hides of itfelf 
into the fea. Each ihip has in this 
arfenal its particular ftorehoufe, which 
contains all the rigging neceffary to it : 
the provifion of fmall timber is confi- 
derable, but great pieces are fcarce as 
well as mails. It is faid, that the king 
of Spain, or his contiaélors, procuring 
timber and rigging at the third hand, 
pay a fourth more than the value for 
them. There are great numbers of 
workmen, Moors and galley-flaves, in 

the 
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the arfenal; they are divided into com
panies, and diilributed in the docks, 
magazines, rope-yards and forges.

ROAD FROM CARTHAGENA 
TO GRANADA.

THE country, for about two leagues 
from Carthagena, is very beautiful, but 
foon afterwards abounds in mountains, 
which, though not very ileep, are diffi
cult of accefs. The roads become nar
row and ilony, and continue fo to Fu
ente el Alomo, formerly a confiderable 
village, but now almoft in ruins. Ba
rilla is cultivated in all thel'e diflridls, 
and at Totana it is the riches of the 
labourer. This village is confiderable, 
and belongs to the knights of Saint 
Jago. The roads afterwards become 
better, and are ilill more agreeable as w'e 
approach .Lorca, This city is faid to be 

the 
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the ancient Eliocroca of the itinerary of 
Antonine. The Gnadalentin runs by the 
walls, and feparates it from a large fu- 
burb. It was very famous in the time 
of the Moors, but at prefent is inhabited 
by labourers. Near two hundred thou- 
fand quintals of barilla are annually ga
thered in the neighbourhood, upon each 
of which the king has laid a duty of a 
ducat, about two livres fifteen fols (two 
{hillings and threepence halfpenny); this 
duty is confined to the barilla gathered 
near Lorca.

The cathedral is built on the higheft 
ground in the city. It is fmall and not 
much ornamented, but contains fome 
excellent paintings.

Lorca is fix leagues from the fea. Col- 
menar fays, the inhabitants are princi
pally new Chriftians, or converted Moors. 
I do not know that they are new Chrif
tians, but there are in Lorca many of the 
people, called gipfies, who are thieves 

and 
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and cheats, and employ all their arts to 
rob and injure you.

The road from Lorca to Lumbreras 
is tolerably good. It was here I faw the 
inns of Spain in all their nakednefs and 
poverty. A Pojdda> or Spaniih inn, me
rits a particular defcription. The firft 
room in the houfe is often a great liable 
full of affes and mules, through which 
you muff make your way if you wiih to 
afi< for and obtain a lodging. It is with 
considerable difficulty that you get to 
the kitchen, which is a round or fquare 
room, the ceiling of which terminates 
in a point, and is open at the top to 
leave a free paffage for the fmoak. 
Round this great chimney is a broad 
Rone bench, which, at night, ferves the 
family for a bed ; but in the day time 
offers a commodious feat to travellers, 
coachmen, and muleteers, who, feated 
without diftindtion with the hoft and 
hoftefs, deprive the air of a part of the 
fmoak by fwallowing it. The fire, which 
is in the center of this wretched hovel,

Vol. III. M , is
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is often made with cow dung mixed 
with ftraw; and ferves to cook for each 
perfon in turn, fuch provifions. as he 
may have taken care to bring with him. 

.The v hole inventory of the kitchen 
utenfils confifts in feveral great frying- 
pans, and every thing you eat is fried in 
bad oil. It is true, this is not fpared, 
and abundance is joined to badnefs of 
quality to take away the' appetite. The 
corner of the fire-place is generally occu
pied by fome newfmonger, wrapped up 
to his eyes in the cape of his cloak ; or 
fome blind mufician, who fings through 
his nofe and ftrums his guittar, and the 
children of the hoftefs, both boys and 
girls, whofe only cloathing is a fhort 
ihirt or fhift, although of an age to be 
more modeftly covered. When you have 
refreihed and warmed yourfelf, and wiih 
to retire, you are conducted to a damp 
corner, called a chamber, and fur- 
nilhed with two chairs, commonly very 
high if the table be low, and very low 
if the table be high, becaufe every thing

■ heie is contrary to all reafon or propor
tion,
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tion. A mattrefs, a foot fhorter than it 
ought to be, is thrown upon the ground: 
the iheets are not much bigger than 
large napkins, and the counterpane, if 
by chance you find one, fcarcely covers 
the Tides of the wretched pallet. On 
this bed of voluptuoufnefs is the tra
veller to repofe after the fatigues of the 
road, to wait agreeable dreams, or form 
new projedts. of peregrination. The 

- word inns are thole kept by the Gitan6$, 
or gipfies; you would be fafer in a wood ; 
your eye mult be kept upon every thing, 
and notwith handing all the precaution 
you can take, you feldom leave them 
with all your baggage.

All the inns belong to the lords of 
the foil, who eredt them into farms, 
and take care their number ihall not be 
great; fo that the farmer is under the 
necefiity of fleecing paflengers to make 
up the enormous rent he is obliged to 
pay. Befides, by a law for which 
no reafon can be now given, every inn
keeper is forbidden from keeping and 

M 2 fell-
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felling eatables. If bread, meat, oil, or 
wine be wanted, the traveller and the 
innkeeper are obliged to have recourfe 
to the perfon who has the exclufive pri
vilege of felling them. It muft indeed be 
acknowledged, that without this law, 
odious as it feems, feveral villages in the 
inland parts of the country would have 
wanted neceflaries. The law is at pre
fent, however, almoil unneceffary, and 
might be advantageoufly modified.

At Lumbreras I found the fpacious 
chimney furrounded with muleteers, and 
upon the fire an enormous frying-pan, 
in which rice, faffron, long-pepper and 
itock-fiih were boiling up together; I 
was conduced to a chamber open to 
every wind that blows, in which, as the 
weather was cold, fome lighted coals 
were thrown, without ceremony, upon 
the floor; and by the fide of thefe a 
kind of mattrefs, without fheets or co
vering. My gipfy hoft, after wifhing 
me a good night, aiked me for fome- 
thing to drink.

The
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The roads from Lumbreras to Veles 
el Rubio are frightful; you travel five 
leagues in a Rambla, or channel of a 
torrent, feeing nothing but deferts, and 
naked rocks, and furrounded by high 
mountains, which early in the winter 
are covered with fnow. Veles el Rubio 
is a confiderable village fituated at the 
entrance of the kingdom of Granada. 
It has ftill fome remains of Mooriih for
tifications. The road from this villao-e o 
is lefs frightful and dangerous ; but en
tirely compofed of fand. The firit vil
lage after Veles el Rubio is Chirivel, 
which has a very wretched appearance.

Cullar de Baza, a village built at the. 
foot of a mountain, is four leagues from 
Cherivel; the roads are tolerable, but 
the country is uncultivated, and offers 
nothing agreeable to the eye. The Tides 
of the mountain at Cullar de Baza are 
hollowed and full of habitations. Thefe 
are real dens, inherited from the Moors, 
in which three-fourths of the inhabi
tants of the village now live : the inn is 

M 3 kept
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kept by a Frenchman, who does all in 
his power not to deviate from the cuf- 
toms of the country.

Upon one of the hills in the neigh
bourhood of Cullar there is a gallows, 
ornamented towards the middle with a 
large knife. Thefe are the remains of 
the times, when the lords of the foil 
had the power of life and death over 
their vaffals; a privilege of which the 
kings of Spain have deprived them. Hemp 
is the chief produce of the lands of Cul
lar. Some individuals gather more than 
a thoufand arrobas every year. Of this 
harveft the church takes the tithe, but 
the king alfq claims his fhare in the fol
lowing manner. In every village or dif- 
trict there are, according to its extent, 
two or three houfes, that are calleci 
Cafas excufadps, or privileged houfes, and 
they are commonly the richefl: in that 
part of the country. Thefe pay the 
tenth to the king, who has the power 
qf changing them every year, and re

moving 
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moving the privilege to that where the 
crop has been molt abundant.

From Cullar to Baza the road lies for 
the moil part in the bofom of the moun
tains. The latter town is faid to be the 
Bajli of the itinerary of Antoninus, and 
is built at the foot of a high mountain, 
which, during the greater part of winter, 
is covered with fnow. Baza was famous 
in the time of the Moors, and governed 
by feveral valiant Alcades; molt of the 
houfes and edifices are of Mooriih con- 
ftrudtion, that is, of brick or a hard ce
ment. The greateft curiofities here are 
nine old iron cannon, which aided Fer
dinand and Ifabella in conquering the 
city from the Moors. I was not able 
to judge of their bore, oecaufe they ferve 
as pillars to the front of the market- 
houfe. On the firft of thefe proud co
lumns is the following infcription : Ffias 
tiros fin los con quo los Reyes Dom Ferdinando 
y Dona Ifabella ganaron eJia Cindad fibre 
los Mauros, anno $489, en el dia de Sancl a 
Rarbar a, patrona de ejta Cindad.. “ Fhele

M a can-
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cannons are thofe with which the fove- 
reigns Don Ferdinand and Donna Ifa- 
bella conquered this city from the Moors, 
in 1489, on the feftival of St. Barbara, 
patronefs of this city.”

The road from Baza is a good one, 
but it paifes over high mountains and 
an uncultivated foil. I crofTed feveral fo- 
refts, moftly covered with green oak, and 
obferved many numerous herds of fwine. 
Thefiefh ofthefe is, during three-fourths 
of the year, almoft the only food of the 
inhabitants, on which account they have 
the following proverb: no bai olla fin 
tocino ni fermon ¡inAugifino ; ‘‘ there is no 
good foup without lard, nor good fer
mon in which Saint Auguftin is not 
quoted.” You defcend with great dif
ficulty to the Aenta de Guor, efpecially 
after rain has fallen ; it is furrounded 
by high mountains, but as foon as you 
have gained the top of thofe 011 the 
oppofite fide, the road is wide and good 
to Guadix.
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This city is ancient and was formerly 
called Acci or Colonia Accitana. The 
neighbourhood of the mountains makes 
the air colder there than in the reft of 
the kingdom of Granada; fo that neither 
orange nor olive trees grow in that 
quarter.

It is an epifcopal fee, and, what ap
pears fmgular, the biihop of Guadix is 
fuffragan of Seville, which is upwards 
of fixty leagues from it.

Guadix was taken from the Moors, 
in 1252, by Alphonfo the Wife, who ef- 
tabliihed there the Chriftian religion. 
The Moors got poffeffion of it a fecond 
time, and it was not until the year 1489 
that they were driven out by Ferdinand 
and Ifabella.

The village of Pellena, the houfes of 
which are for the moil part in the iides 
of the hills, is a league from Guadix. 
The roads become extremely fatiguing 
and are very dirty. One of my carriage 

wheels
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wheels breaking, at a considerable dis
tance from any habitation, I arrived on 
foot,' wet and fatigued, at the village 
of ISnallos, which is five leagues from 
Granada.

OF THE KINGDOM OF 
GRANADA.

. THE kingdom of Granada made a 
part of the ancient Baetica, and was in
habited by tne Baftuli, the Sexitani, &c. 
It is about Sixty leagues in length and 
forty in breadth.

The principal rivers are: the Genii, 
formerly called Singulis, which has its 
Source a little above Granada, and enters 
Andalufia, after having watered the 
country round Loxa; the Guadalentin, 
which rifes in the environs of Guadix, 
and has its Singular courfe from weft to 

eaft; 
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eaft; the Rio Frio, So called from the 
coldnefs of its waters, which rifes in the 
mountains of Alhama, in the middle of 
the kingdom of Granada, and falls into 
the Mediterranean near Puerto de Torres; 
and the Guadalquivirejo, or Little Gua
dalquivir, which rifes at Munda and 
falls into the Sea at Malaga,

The kingdom of Granada is interfered 
in every diredtion by very high moun
tains, which form delightful valleys. 
Among the mountains, thofe called Al- 
puxarras are So lofty that the coaft of 
Barbary and the cities of Tangier and 
Ceuta are discovered from their Summits; 
they are about Seventeen leagues in length 
from Veles Malaga to Almeria, and ele
ven in breadth, and abound with fruit- 
trees of great beauty and a prodigious 
Size. In thefe mountains the wretched 
remains of the Moors took refuge, fo 
that they are covered with villages and 
extremely populous. The mountaineers 
Seem to have preferved the adtive and 
jnduftrious Spirit of their anceftors; they 

cul-
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cultivate the vine and aimoil: every kind 
of fruit tree, the produce of which they 
fell at Veles Malaga, and on all the 
coaft,

Granada is one of the moil: healthy 
and temperate provinces in Spain. It 
contains an abundance of fprings which 
water the whole country, and cover it 
with flowers and verdure.

The celebiated baths of Alhama, ex- 
tremely beneficial in difeafes proceeding 
from cold humours, are a league from 
Granada; and four leagues from, there 
aie thole of Alicun, which feem to be 
of a nature oppofite to that of the former, 
as they are principally efficacious in. 
the cure of difeafes proceeding from the 
fharp humours of the blood.

The water of the Darro is laid to cure 
animals which drink of it of all forts of 
difeafes. The natives call it the Salutary 
Bath of Sheep *.

I'ulgo autem balneum pecoribusfalutlferum dicitur, 
eo quod base aqua omnia morborum genera in animali- 

bus
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Whilft Granada was in pofleffion of 
the Moors it was one of the bell: cultiva
ted countries in the world ; the number 
of inhabitants was immenfe, and the 
valleys and mountains were covered with 
vines and fruit trees ; but its prefent 
ftate is widely different. Depopulation, 
is a terrible fcourge to every country. In 
many parts of Granada the lands have 
no other ornament than the plants 
with which Nature has covered them. 
It is (till, however, one of the moil: fer
tile provinces in Spain, and produces 
wine, oil, hemp, flax, fugar, cinnamon, 
oranges, almonds, figs, and lemons in 
great abundance. The mulberry tree 
is cultivated there with great fuccefs, 
and the filk it produces is faid to be 
finer than that of the kingdom of Va
lencia.

The mountains of Granada contain fe- 
veral quarries of fine tranfparent jafper, 

bus curat. Defcrip; of Granada, by George Bruin, 
and Francis Hogenberg, in a work intitled : Civitates 
orbis tetrarum. Cologne, 1576.

black
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black, green and red marble, and mines 
of granite, amethyBs and other precious 
Bones.

The principal cities are; Granada, 
the capital; Gtfadix, Baifa, Guefcar, 
Loxa, Santa Fe, Alhama, Antequerra, 
EBepa, Veles Malaga, Almeria, and 
Malaga.

GRANADA.
* ■

THIS city is fituated at the foot of 
the Sierra Nevada, or the fnowy moun
tain, and. Bands upon two hills fepa- 
rated by the Darro. The Genii runs 
under the walls, and thefc two rivers 
are formed from the melting of the fnow 
with which the mountain is conftantly 
covered. The Darro is faid to carry with 
it fmall particles of gold, and its name, 
derived from dat aurum^ may be alleged 
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as a proof of.this: the Genii, in like 
manner, rolls with its Bream little pieces 
of filver. When Charles V. came to 
Granada, in 1526, with the emprefs 
Ifabella, the city prefented him with a 
crown made of gold gathered from the 
Darro.

Several authors give to Granada the 
title of illuBrious and famous, and fome 
affert that it is Bill the greateB city in 
Spain. The country round it is a ter- 
reBrial paradife, but extremely neg
lected.

The Moors are faid to regret nothing 
but Granada, amongB all the Ioffes they 
have fuBained 111 Spain ; they mention 
it in all their evening prayers, and fup- 
plicate heaven to reBore it to their pof- 
leffion. The laB Moorifh ambaifador 
who came into Spain obtained permif- 
Bon of the king to fee Granada; he 
Hied tears on entering the Alhambra, and 
could not refrain from exclaiming, that 
the folly of his anceBors had deprived 

them 
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them and their poilerity of that delight» 
ful country.

Granada had formerly twenty gates : 
the firit, that of Elvira, which (till re
mains ; the fécond, that of Bibalmazar; 
or of conference, becaufe, with the 
Moors, it was a kind of place of refort 
where they converfed on affairs ; thé 
third, Vivarambla, fo called from its 
leading to a grand fquare which ftill 
bears the lame name ; the fourth, Bib 
Racha, or of provifions ; the fifth, Bi- 
bataubin, or the gate of the hermits, 
which led to different folitudes, the 
abodes of derviles ; the fixth, Bibmitre, 
or Biblacha, the firit gate ; the feventh, 
the mill gate; the eighth, that of thé 
fun, becaufe it opened to the eait ; the 
ninth the gate of the Alhambra, 
called by the Moors Bib Luxar; the 
tenth, Bid Adam, or the gate of the 
bones of Adam ; the twelfth, Bib Ciedra, 
the gate of the nobles ; the Moors kept 
this gate fhut for a long time, becaufe 
it had been predicted that the enemies, 

which
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Ivhich ihould one day take the city, 
Would enter by that gate'; the thirteenth, 
is that ofFaXalauza, or of the hill of 
almond trees; the fourteenth, the lion, 
gate, in Arabic, Bib Elecei; the fif
teenth, the coaft gate; called by the 
Moors AlaCabar; the fixteen th, Bib 
Albonut, or the gate of the Banners, 
at prefent the magdalen gate; the fe- 
venteenth, that of the Darro ; the eigh
teenth, that of the Mofayca ; the nine
teenth, that called the gate of Ecce Homo; 
the twentieth, that by the fide of the 
Alhambra.,

The Moors have left more monuments 
in Granada than in any other city in 
Spain. From the great number of in- 
fcriptions in and about the city, and the 
fine edifices of the Alhambra and the 
Generalif, it might be fuppofed thefe 
people intended to make Granada the 
great depofitory of thejr religion, man
ners, cuftoms and magnificence. There 
is hot a wall which does not bear fome 
marks of their power; but, notwith-

Vol. III. N (landing
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Handing this abundance of monuments, 
the reign of the Moors in Spain is Hill 
buried in confufion and obfcurity. The 
ignorance of the Spaniards, their fu- 
perftition, and the hatred they bore the 
Moors, have much contributed to this 
darknefs; they have either deftroyed, or 
fuffered to be effaced by time, every 
thing which bore the. mark of mahome- 
tanifm, inftead of preferving the monu
ments of antiquity, which at the fame 
time were thofe of their own glory; 
and it may be faid, that chance alone, 
and the folidity of their conftrudlion,

• much more than curiofity or a love of 
the arts, has preferved thofe which ftill 
exift, although daily going to ruin. What 
information might not hiftory have de
rived from them; and how many fables 
would have been refuted and erafed from 
our writings! But we muff here do juf
tice to the corporation of the city of 
Granada, who, many years 'ago, caufed 
all the Arabian infcriptions in that city 
to be faithfully copied, and an authen

tic 

O F SPAIN, ijg

tic tranilation to be made, and depofited 
among the public records.

I

I fhall firft fpeak of the monuments 
within the city. The moft diftinguiihed 
is the edifice called the Mint, founded by 
king Abi-Abdallah, as an hofpital for the 
infane. Some have thought the Arabian 
infcription over the gate contained a re
ference to a mint, others maintain that 
is was neither a mint nor a houfe for 
the reception of infane perfons, but an 
hofpital for the poor. The date of the 
foundation is in the 778th year of the 
Hegira, or the year 1376 of the Chriftian 
tera. The purpofe for which it was in
tended may be judged of by the follow
ing infcription:

“ Praife be to God. This hofpital, 
“ an afylum of mercy, was built for the 
st benefit of poor and fick Moors, a 
“ work, the piety and utility of which, 
“ no tongue can fufficiently praife. It 
“ ftands a monument of the faith and 
“ charity of the founder, and will be his 

N 2 “ re-
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Si recompence when God ihall inherit the 
44 earth, and all that it contains. The 
il founder is the great, the renowned 
“ and the virtuous Abi Abdallah Maho- 
« mad, may he profper in God; the 
44 zealous king, the friend and benefactor 

of his people; who employs his mi- 
il niiter for the glory of his religion and 
44 of God; the courageous prince, the 
44 propagator of pious works; the prince 
44 protected by angels; the pure foul, 
44 the proteCtor of the laws and of mo- 
« rality, the worthy emperor of the 
44 Moors; may he profper in God.. He 
*4 is the fon of our Lord, the juft king, 
44 the high and powerful, the conqueror, 

the fortunate, the pious governor of 
44 the Moors. Abialhageg, who bears wit- 
44 nefs to the law, fon of the renowned, 
44 of the fublime Abi Algualid, the de- 
44 itroyer of thofe by whom compa- 
44 nions are given to God ; fon of Nazar 
44 the privileged, happy in his works, 
44 and in every thing which is refolved 
44 in the decrees of God for his fervice 
44 and with him; he projected this

64 edifice
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i4 edifice from the moment the Mooriih 
44 nation became fovereign of this city, 
44 and thus made a provifion of merit. 
44 He filled his arch with charity and 
44 good works, and his whole intention. 
44 was directed in the prefence of God. 
44 God is he who infpires good thoughts 
44 and who communicated to him his 
44 light, that it might be communicated 
44 to thofe who ihould come after him ;
44 and for the day when riches and an- 
44 ceftors will avail us nothing, and when 
44 nought will remain to us but that 
44 which God in his mercy ihall have 
44 given us, The plan of this hofpital 
44 was drawn in the ten days of the mid- 
44 die of the month Moharram, in the 
44 year 777, and finiihed in the ten days 
44 in the middle of Xaguet, in the year 
44 778. May God preferve the pious 
44 work of the founders, and never leave, 
44 without recompence, the meritorious 
44 labours of thefe illuftrious princes, 
44 God be with Mahomet and his adhe=> 

rents for ever.”

N 3 This
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This houfe is at prefent inhabited by 
an individual. In the firft court there 
is a fine reiervoir, and two lions, rudely 
fculptured in marble, through which 
the water runs into the refervoir. The 
edifice is not remarkable except from 
the long and pompous infcription juft 
given.

The architect of the cathedral was a 
perfon of the name of Siloe, who died 
before the building was finilhed. The 
principal front is noble and fimple. The 
date of the building and dedication are 
placed over the little door, which opens 
to the ftreet of the prifon ; and above 
are two well executed figures reprefent- 
ing Faith and Juftice, with the follow
ing infcription:

Pojl feptingentos, Mauris dominantibus, annos 
Caiholicis dedimus populps hos regibus, arnba 
Corpora condidimus hoc iemplo, animafque locamus 
In ccelis, quia jufiitiam toluere fidemque. 
Pontificem dedimus Ferdinandum nomine primum, 
Doitrina, morum, vitteque exemplar honejl#.

The
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The architect: in building the cathe
dral is faid- to have taken the human 
body for his model : the great chapel is 
the head, the breaft and ftomach are 
reprefented by the nave, the two col
lateral naves are the arms, and the reft 
of the choir form the feet. I confefs, 
that in examining this magnificent build
ing, I could not perceive thefe refem- 
blances. The dome over the great altar 
is fupported by twenty-two Corinthian 
columns, in great and majeftic propor
tions. Gilt coloffal ftatues of the twelve 
apoftles are placed upon the architrave, 
and, between the columns of the fecond 
order, are feveral paintings which re
prefent the life of the Virgin Mary. In 
a word, the whole of this dome is mag
nificent : it is an hundred and fixty feet 
high, and eighty in diameter, the choir 
is as many in length and about fifty 
in breadth. The moft fenfible defedt of 
this edifice is the breadth not being pro
portioned to the length, which arifes 
from the royal chapel and the pariflh 
church, or Sagrario, having been taken

N 4 into
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into the cathedral ; by which means 
three churches have been made into 
one. ■ The length of the whole is four 
hundred and twenty-five feet; the 
breadth only two hundred and forty- 
nine : it has five naves, divided by twenty 
detached pillars; thofe of the principal 
nave are twelve feet in diameter, the 
others but eleven.

The chancery, or court of juftice, has 
a front equally elegant and majeftic; it/ 
were to be wiihed theinfide correfponded 
with this fine exterior. The infcription 
upon the pediment is by the famous 
Ambrofe Morales, hiftoriographer to 
Philip IL
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Ut rerum qua? hie gerun- 
tur magnitudini non om
nino impar ejjet tribuna

lis majejias, Philippi II re
gis providentia 

Regiam hanc litibus diju
dicandis amplijicandam 

& hoc digno cultu exor
nandam cenfuiti anno

MD. LXXX7II. Domino Fer
nando Nino de Guevara 

prafide.

Martin Diaz Navarro and Alonfo Her- 
nandez, were the architects of this front; 
to which was added, in 1762, a fecond 
body of building which accords but little 
with the firft.

There are but two chanceries in Spain, 
before which, in cafe of appeal, come 
all the caufes that are judged in the 
kingdom; from thefe, in cafes forefeen 
by the law, they are carried before the 
council of Caftile. One of the chance

ries
*
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lies is at Valladolid and the other at 
Granada.

The gate of the Alhambra is near 
the court of juftice, and leads to a de
lightful walk in which there is a foun
tain, built in the reign of Charles V. 
It is ornamented with imperial eagles, 
and bears a Ample infcription in the Ro
man ftyle and tafte. CAE SARI 
IMPERATORI CARQLO V. 
HISPANIARVM REG I. Four 
bas reliefs, half deftroyed by time, ac
company the infcription ; one reprefents 
Hercules in the moment of his killing 
the hydia, and has this motto: non me
ntor abitur ultra-, another the rape of Eu
ropa, with the words: imago my/lica ho
noris \ the third, Apollo purfuing Daphne, 
with the following legend : a foie jugante 
fugit; the fourth, Alexander on horfe- 
back compleatly armed, and thefe words; 
non fujfcit orbis. In a few years nothing 
of tnefe bas reliefs will remain.

The
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The principal entrance of the caftle 

of the Alhambra is a few paces from the 
fountain; this gate, now called that of 
the Guard, on account of a few inva
lids polled there, is a ftrong tower, built 
by the king Jofeph Abulhaggehg, as the 
Arabian infcription indicates.

“This gate, called the gate of the 
“ Judgment or Tribunal, (may God 
♦« caufe it to promote the happinefs of 
44 the Moorilh people, and perpetuate 
“ it to the end of nations) was built by 
« our lord the emperor and king of the 
“ Moors, Jofeph Abulhaggehg, fon of 
44 the juft and warlike Abigualed, fon 
44 of Nazar; God give a happy end to 
44 his works for the good of the Mufful- 
46 man nation, and profper the edifice 
44 built for its defence. It was finiihed 
44 in the month of Maulen Almnadam, 
44 in the year feven hundred and forty- 
44 nine. God render it lafting upon its 
44 foundation, and perpetuate, in the me- 
44 mory of men, the epocha of its com- 
44 pletion.”

The
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The year 749 of the Hegira, and the 
month Maulen Almnadam, correfponded 
with the 4th of April, 1338, of our aera, 
This gate was built to ferve as a tribu
nal, according to the cuftom of the 
Arabs and the Hebrews, who eredted 
their tribunals, at the gates of their 
cities; and from this ancient cuftom in 
Afia, the court of the grand feignor 
called the Porte (or gate) by way of dif- 
tindlion.

On each fide of the infcription is a 
piece of marble, upon which are the 
following fentences in Arabic,

I

“ Praife be to God. There is no, 
“ other God but God, and Mahomet is 
“ his prophet. There is no ftrength, 
44 but from God.”

A key and an open hand are placed 
over the infcription; thefe are the two, 
great fymbols of the Mahometan reli
gion. 1 he Alcoran continually fpeaks 
of the almighty hand of God which
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condudted the faithful in the way of 
righteoufnefs: and of the key of God, 
which opened to them the gates of’ the 
world and of religion.

The key among the Muffulmen is 
nearly what the crofs is with Chrif- 
tians : the chief fign of the faith. Among 
the Arabians it had much the fame 
fundtions and power as the keys of Saint 
Peter with us; the power of binding 
and loofening, and of opening and (hut
ting the gates of heaven. We read in 
the Alcoran: “Is not God almighty 
“ and merciful in favour of men who 
“ believe in him and write ? Did not he 
“ give to his legate the power of heaven 
“ which is above, and of fire which is be- 
“ neath ? With the key, did not he give to 
“ him the title and power of a porter, that 
“ he may open to thofe whom he (hall 
•“ have chofen ?” The key was, befides, 
the armorial enfign of the Andalufian 
Moors. As foon as they entered Spain, 
they bore it on their ftandards and Ghib- 
la'ltath, now Gibraltar, the name given 

it
con
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it by the Moors, and which lignifies the 
mountain of the entry, was thus named, 
becaufe it was looked upon as the key 
of the ftrait through which the ocean 
enters into the Mediterranean; and for 
the Moors, it was the gate alfo through 
which they found an entry into Spain. 
Therefore the key over the gate of the 
Alhambra may be taken in feveral accep
tations, either as a fymbol of the Ma
hometan faith, or as a Ample armorial 
enfign.

The hand near the key had, among 
the Moors, three myfterious lignifica
tions. It was a defignation of Providence, 
and the prototype or rather abridgment 
of the law. The hand is compofed of 
four fingers and a thumb, and each 
finger has three joints; the thumb but 
two ; but all are combined in the unity 
of the hand, which ferves as the foun
dation. The law of the Mahometans 
contains five fundamental precepts: the 
Alft is, <,i to believe tn God and in his pro
fhet', the fecond, to fray', the third, to 
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give alms; the fourth, to faß during the 
month of Rahmadan; the fifth, to vifit the 
temple of Mecca and that of Medina.” Each 
of thefe dogmas or precepts have three 
modifications, except the firft which 
has but two, and anfwers to the thumb; 
thefe are the heart and works. Words 
are ufelefs in the law of Mahomet; all 
its doitrines and their derivatory pre
cepts are founded on the profeffion -of 
their faith in the unity of God, which 
the Muflulmen have continually in their 
mouths, La allah illah allah', “ there is 
no God but Godand confequently the 
whole of Mahometanifm may be con
fined within the hand, the five fingers, 
and the fourteen joints.

The third fignification is purely fu- 
perilitious. The Arabs (till believe, that 
the hand, by its form, being an abridge
ment of their religion, became a power
ful defence againft the enemies of the 
law, and might operate miracles by 
knowing how to give it certain figures, 
and changing them according to the 

courfe
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courfe of the ftars, planets, and conftel- 
lations. Reprefented open, like that over 
the gate of the Alhambra, it had, faid 
they, the power of weakening the 
ftrength of the enemy.

The hand was honoured with equal 
refpedt amongft us, during the ages of 
ignorant credulity : it has been made 
the foundation of the idle dreams of 
fortune-tellers. The profeifors of chi
romancy have pretended, that every man 
carries in his hand the marks of his 
deftiny. The lineaments Nature has 
traced there, and others occafioned by ac
cident, have furniihed a fubjeét for many 
learned volumes. The Spanifh womeil 
ftill put round the necks of their chil
dren a kind of collar, made with little 
hands, of box, ebony or ivory, to pre- 
ferve them from enchantments ; a fuper- 
ftition which they have received from 
the Moors.

The firft edifice within the walls of 
the Alhambra is the famous palace of 

Charles
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Charles V. The architect, by whom 
the plan was formed and the building 
begun, was the celebrated Alphonfo Ber- 
ruguete, born in the village of Paredes 
de Navas, near Valladolid. It was con
tinued by Machuca, another Spaniard, 
pupil to Raphael, who, in his turn, left 
the undertaking to Siloe, the aichitedt 
of the cathedral, a Spaniard like his pre- 
deceffors, and born at Burgos. This 
palace was built with the money the 
emperor had the art to obtain from the 
Moors, under the pretence of allowing 
them liberty of confcience. They ad
vanced at two payments fixteen hundred 
thoufand ducats, for which they received 
nothing but promifes; for in the end 
they were ruined, converted and peife- 
cuted *.

This

* The means employed by the Spaniards, to con
vert the Moors of Granada, may be judged of by a 
letter, which ftill remains, of the famous Aben 
Humeya; in which he conjures his fubjefts, his 
brethren, to perfevere in their religion, and to wait 
for more happy days. We might imagine we hear 

Vol. Ill, O Saiflt
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This palace was abandoned at the 
death of Charles V. It is a perfect 

fquare

Saint Paul, or the fathers of the primitive church, ex
horting the faithful, and fupporting them under per
fections, fo much do the paths of error referable 
thofe of truth. The letter cannot be difpleafing, I 
have therefore tranilated it intirely.

“ The unhappy the forrowful Molefma, defpoiled 
“ of the kingdom which belonged to him, as the 
“ only remaining branch of the race of the kings, 
e-i the defenders of the nation and the law, Molefma, 
“ who took pleafure in the labours of a fovereign, 
f‘ without lofing fight of juftice and religion, Aben 
“ Humeya, fon of Thali, and defcendant of the 
“ high, mighty and faithful Muley Hacen, to the 
“ honorable and zealous Muflulmen his brethren 
“ of Granada, health and benediftion.

“ We weep and fhed bitter tears at the difgrace 
V and misfortunes which the faithful Muflulman Ab 
“ Hami has feen fall upon you, and we rejoice to 
“ learn with what firmnefs you refill the importu- 
“ nate intreaties, and cruel threats and perfecutions 
“ of thofe who with to make you renounce the 
“ truth, wretched men that they are. If the voices 
“ of two or three of the Chriftian Imams be a t<?r- 
“ ment to us, what muft you fuffer who are expofed 
“ to fo great a number of their Imams, who daily 
t( preach to, furround you, and even enter your 

“ houfes? 

OF SPAIN. 195

fquare of two hundred and twenty feet. 
No greater extent was given it, that the

“ houfes ? We know that the moil fevere among 
“ them are they who, with their profane mofque, 
“ are placed in a collected body in the midft of you. 
“ Thefe are the perfons who moil defame our pa- 
“ tience and courageous fidelity. We congratulate 
“ ourfelves upon the means you employ to keep them 
“ at a diftance, and efpeclally to prevent their de- 

ftruCtive poifon from infefting the tender minds 
“ of your feeble children. Fear nothing ; arm your- 
“ felves with new ftrength ; power will manifeft it- 
“ felf to deftroy this race of infidels; and we (hall 
“ one day poflefs this power. He who, with a 

fteady eye, watches over us and our works is Al- 
“ mighty; he will multiply his faithful and zealous 
“ fervants like the liars of heaven and the fand of 1 
“ the fea. In the midft of all the evils with which
“ you are furrounded, you are happy, fince you 
“ have before your eyes that fplendid city and the 
“ flowery fields, which were the native country of our 
“ forefathers; may they enjoy peace and receive the 
“ benediction of heaven. Timeprefles; neglect not 
“ the education of your children, that throughout 
<f their lives they may know the truth. We are be- 
“ come opprobrious in the eyes of our neighbours, 
“ the Haves and objefts of mockery to thofe by 
“ whom we are abhorred. Be firm, and hope for 

every thing from time and from God ; he is mer- 
fl ciful and almighty.”

0 2 Mooriih
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Moorifh palace might be preferred, 
which was defigned for a fummer refi- 
dence.

The principal gate is of grey marble, 
and of the doric order. The frieze is 
ornamented with this fimple infcription :

IMPERATORI CES. KA
ROL. V. HISP. REG.

Near the houfe called that of the Con
tador (the receiver) not far from the 
palace, is an ancient elm, which, if 
tradition be believed, ferved as a throne 
to the chief of the Mahometan religion, 
to give audiences, and to interpret ob- 
fcure points of the law: thus, among 
the Jews, we find the tribunal of De
borah under a palm tree.

The firft court of the Moorifh palace, 
called the Caftle of Alhambra, and which 
is adjoining to the palace of Charles V. 
was called the Mejuar: the Spaniards 
now call it Los Array Janes. It is paved 

with

with great fquares of white marble, that 
are now broken and covered with grais 
and mofs. In the middle is a kind of 
bafon, narrow and almoft as long as the 
court; at the two extremities are four 
gothic columns, which fupport a charm
ing gallery. The whole extent is deco
rated with ornaments, ferving to join 
feveral Arabic letters, which, united, 
form different infcriptions. Some of thofe 
the moil frequently repeated are,

“ God is the fovereign good, the uni- 
“ verfal fupport; he is full of goodnefs 
“ and mercy for compaffionate hearts.”

“ God only is the conqueror.”

“ Honour and happinefs to our lord 
Abd-Allah.”

Above the two principal cornices are 
feveral feftoons, well finillied, with Ara
bic charafters forming the following in
fcription, which occupies the, greateft 
part of the wall at the entrance of the 

< tower of Comares.
O 3 “ Let
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i( Let God be extolled; he has given 
“ to the nation a governor who has 
“ brought it to the higheft degree of 
46 glory and renown. Oh ! from how 
“ many and from what herefies has he 
“ delivered the people ! He has affec- 
“ tionately conducted them to their in- 
“ heritances; but they who have ihut 
“ their eyes againft his light have been 
“ reduced to ilavery, and made ufeful 
iS to the welfare of the kingdom. With 
“ his fword and invincible courage has 
“ he reduced nations to obedience, and 
“ conquered provinces. Thou, Nazar, 
1 i haft atchieved heroic deeds before un- 
“ heard of. Thou dift enter and con- 
“ quer twenty renowned cities; thou 
“ didft return crowned with victory and 
i( immenfe riches, with which thou 
“ haft rewarded thy brethren and peo- 
66 pie. If they know how to direit 

their prayers, when their foul be- 
46 comes elevated, they will aik of the 
“ great, the fublime, and the only God 
44 length of days for thee, and for thy 
44 ftates duration and profperity. O Na*  

zar,
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“ zar, although born in the midft of 
« greatnefs, thou ihineft by thine own 
“ luftre like the ftar of heaven; thou 
“ art our fortrefs, our fupport, and our 
“ arm of vengeance; thou guideft us 
“ like a flambeau, which diffipates daik- 
“ nefs from before us. The liars fear 
“thee in their courfe, the great ftar 
“ of heaven lights thee with refpect, 
“ and the higheft tree which can bend 
“ gains by thy fide.”

Over the door of the fame apartment, 
but on the outfide, is a circle filled by 
the following infeription:

“ If thou admireft my beauty with- 
“ out thinking of God, who is the au- 
“ thor of all things, I warn thee that 
“ it is a folly, becaufe thou mighteft 
“ make thy admiration turn to thy pio- 
“ fit, and God may bring thee to death. 
“ O ye, who look upon this marble of 
“ perfect workmanfhip and beauty, 
“ watch over its defence, and that it

O4 “ may
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i£ may be lading, protedl it with your 
“ five fingers and your hand*. ”

This infcription feems to indicate that 
there was formerly a ftatue, bas relief, 
or fome precious marble over the gate.

The tower of Comares took its name 
from the Moorifh architect by whom it 
was built. But Marmol and Pedraza, 
who have written the hiftory of Gra
nada, fay that Comares is derived from 
Commarragia, the proper name of the 
Perfian ornament with which the prin
cipal hall is embellilhed. The architect, 
whoever he was, after building his tower, 
made an experiment upon it; he mea-

* See what has been faid upon the fingers and 
the hand, and the opinion of the Moors on this 
fubjeft. The manner of employing the hand as 
a defence againft fafcination, as ftill received in Spain, 
is to ihut it, and pafs the thumb in the form of a 
crofs between the middle and the fore fingers. In 
this manner a young and handfome woman imagines 
the ikreens herfelf and preferves her children from 
the malicious looks of an old one.

fured 

fured the height as foon as the building 
was finifhed, and having meafuied it a 
fecond time the year after, found the 
tower to have funk three feet. It is 
the higheil and moil magnificent tower 
of the Alhambra.

The door of the great hall is an arch, 
in a good tafte, embelliihed with fef- 
.toons, which are in flucco. On each 
fide of the door are two little niches, 
in which perfons who enteied left 
their fandals. This hall is worthy the 
attention of the curious by its heighth, 
the boldnefs of its arched roof, and the 
ornaments and infcriptions it contains.

The walls and cornice are covered 
with feiloons and Arabic characters; 
thofe of the cornice are a repetition of 
the following words : “ Celeflial cheer- 
c< fulnefs, eafe of heart, and eternal de- 
“ lights to all believers. The coinices 
were, undoubtedly, call in a mould, in 
which the words were engraved; whence 
it comes that moil of the borders of the 

doors
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doors and windows are but a continued 
repetition of the fame phrafe.

The infcription round the cabinet, to 
the left on entering, is as follows:

a Obferve, that all the kings who 
“ have been and now are in this palace 
“ render juftice to Abu Nazar, and take 
“ pride in him; he is endowed with 
“ fuch majefty, that, placed in the hea- 
“ vens, he would have obfcured the 
“ planets and the figns of the zodiac. 
“ His looks ftrike terror into the minds 
“ of kings; but, without violence, he 
44 attradfs them to him, and protedfs 
44 them by his own glory, for to his ter- 
44 rible look he always joins greatnefs 
44 of mind and benevolence; he ferved 
44 not Arabian and Andalufian kings 
44 only, but all the fovereigns of the 
“ earth.”

This Abu Nazar is, undoubtedly, the 
famous Miramolin who reigned in Africa, 

and
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and in whofe name the conqueit of Spain 
was made.

The other cabinet has alfo an infcrip
tion, which is longer, more elegant, and 
better written.

44 Glory of the kings who have dif- 
44 appeared from the earth, honour of 
44 thofe by whom thou ihalt be fuc- 
44 ceeded, wert thou compared to the 
44 bars they would be humbled; were 
44 fplendour and nobility wanting to thy 
44 dignity thy perfon would give it fuffi- 
44 cient luftre. Thou art the depofitory’ 
44 of the books which have purified the 
44 fedt*,  and which will be fuch evi- 

44 dence

* When the famous Ximenez de Cifneros came 
to Granada to co-operate with the firft archbiihop 
of that city, Fernando de T alavera, in the con- 
verfion of the infidels, it is faid, they collefted a 
million and twenty-five thoufand copies of the Al
coran, which were burnt in the public fquare; fe- 
veral works of tafte and erudition, worthy of de 
fcending to poflerity, were confounded with the law
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4£ dence as none ihall ever contradict. 
i£ How many former nations, how many 
“ of thofe which now exift, have been 
“ faved by thy zeal! Thou concealeft 
“ fublime ideas, and thy virtues are fo 

neceflary that thy end ought never to 
come ; they have all chofen an afylum 

“ in thy breaft; but efpecially clemency 
“ and oblivion of injuries.”

The following infcription is upon the 
window in the middle of the hall.

Oh, God! hailen to my affiftance. 
“ May he who Jtones the demon f be with

Ma-
of the prophet, and partook its fate : the prefs, 
upon which this infcription is written, probably con
tained the Alcoran.

+ This expreffion originates from a tale told by 
Mahomet to the inhabitants of Mecca. He per- 
iuaded them that a mountain in the neighbourhood 
of the city, called Hod Hud Ar Aram, was the 
Mount Moriah to which Abraham led his fon to 
facrifice him, and that the demon, jealous of the 
progrefs of true religion, came every night to haunt 
the mountain, and do fome evil to the real believers;

but
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“ Mahomet and his generation, let him 
“ keep us from the wrath and fnares of 
“ the evil fpirit, that we may make war 
“with hell; may he deliver me from 
“ the adverfities which are followed by 
“misfortune*,  and may he avert the 
“ evil which the envious is about to do 
“me in the moment of his envy. 
“ There exifts no other divinity than 
“ that of God. Praife be to the father 
“ of all ages and of the world ; eternal 
“ praife.”

but that the angel Gabriel had taught Abraham cer
tain words, by repeating which, walking feven times 
round the mountain, and throwing (tones at the devil, 
the evil fpirit would run not only from that place, but 
from every other where the fame religious aft fhould 
be performed. Hence arofe the cuftom of the pil
grims to Mecca; who never fail to roll a (tone every 
night round the mountain, and to itone the devil: 
many indulgences are attached to this nofturnal ce
remony, and the power of ftoning the demon is in 
an efpecial manner attributed to God.

* The explanation of this idea is found in the 
fecond volume of the letters of M. Guis, upon 
Greece, in which he comments upon the Greek pro
verb which is fo philofophical: 0 misfortune, if 
thou comefl alone, thou art welcome! Over
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Over the window to the right is 
written:

“ I am like unto the fweet exhalation 
“ of plants, which fatisfies, captivates, 
“ and enchants thy fenfes. Behold the 
“ vafe I fupport, and, in its- purity, 
“ thou wilt fee the truth of my words. 
4 4 If thou ihouldft defire to give me one 
“ like it, thou canit find it no where 
“ but in the Moon when at the full; 
44 and Nazar, who is my mailer, is the 
44 itar which communicates to me its 
44 light: as long as he watches over me, 
44 I ihall never be eclipfed.”

This infcription is undoubtedly an 
eulogium on the court and bafon upon 
which the window opens.

The following is over the window to 
the left in the hall:

44 Well may a fublime name be given 
44 to me, for I am fortunate and magni- 

hcent. This tranfparent and liquid re-
44 fervoir

»« fervoir which prefents itfelf to thy 
“ view, will, if thou pleafeil, quench 
“ thy thirft ; but were the water to flop 
44 in its courfe, and never more to fill 
“ up thefe fortunate banks, it would. 
44 not lefs teftify the praifes of Nazar, 
44 the man, liberal beyond meafure, 
ie whom no one leaves with the want 
44 which brought him into his prefence.”

The little cornice above the window 
is not without its infcription; it has 
the following words:

44 Praifes to God, to the Prophet, to » 
Nazar who gave empires; and to our

• * king Abi-Abd-Allah, peace, elevation 
and happinefs -f?”

t This infcription proves that Nazar, who is men
tioned in the preceding infcriptions, is the fame with 
Miramolin Jacob Almanzor, whom feveral hifto*  
rians call Nazar, a name of greatnefs and dignity, 
like Augujlus among the Roman?, and Pharaoh with 
the Egyptians.

The



THE PRESENT STATE 2092o8

The frame of the principal door con
tains the following words :

44 By the fun and its fplendour, by 
44 the moon which partakes of it, by 
44 the day when he prefents himfelf with 
44 all his pomp, by the night by which 
44 we are deprived of him, by heaven 
44 and him by whom it was created, by 
44 the earth and him from whom it re- 
44 ceived its extent^ by the foul and him 
44 by whom it was predeftined, there is 
44 no other God than God*. ”

On each fide of the entrance there is 
a fhort infcription : that on the right is 
as follows :

44 My peace is with God, to him have 
441 attached myfelf; I have put my truft 
44 under his protection.”

* Thefe Arabic verfes are taken from the begin
ning of the ninety-firft Jura of the Alcoran, the title 
of which is the fun. This fura is one of the moft 
elegant and poetical of the whole book. The infcrip
tion quoted contains leyen verfes.

And
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And to the left:
44 There is no real grandeur but in 

44 God, the great being and the lover 
44 of juftice.”

The little niches alfo, in which the 
fandals were placed, have their maxims.

44 God is our ftrengfh in tribulation: 
44 the nourifhment contained in our food 
44 comes to us from God.”

And round the niches are thefe words:

44 Vigour and length of days to our 
44 lord Abulgaghegh, king of the Moors; 
44 may God guide his fleps and give luftre 
44 to his empire.”

And over them, 44 Praife be to God” 
is three times repeated *.

Abi-

* The reigns of Abulgaghegh and of Abi-Abd- 
Allah are diftinit and feparate, fo that it may be 
conjeftured from the eulogiums of thefe kings tranf- 
mitted to us by the infcriptions, that the edifice was 
begun by one and finilhed by the other: or that

Vol. III. P Abi-
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In examining this abode of magnifi

cence, the obferver is every moment af- 
toniihed at the new and interefting mix
ture of architecture and poetry. The pa
lace of the Alhambra may be called a 
collection of fugitive pieces ; and what
ever duration thefe may have, time, with 
which every thing paifes away, has too 
much contributed to confirm to them 
that title. If the fimplicity of early 
ages, ideas frequently fublime, although 
exprefled with emphafis, and manners 
not our own, and marked with the ftamp 
of feveral centuries, can excite the curi- 
ofity of thofe by whom my book may be 
read, they will not blame me for having 
tranfmitted to them the minuteft details 
of this kind ; they will regret with me 
my inability to preferve the full blown 
flowers of the imagination of a valiant 

7 ■ .
Abi-Abd-Allah, who reigned after the former, had 
a great affeftion for Abulgaghegh, whofe reign had 
been glorious, and wiihed to partake of the eulo- 
giums given him, as all his predeceffors had partaken 
of thofe beftowed on Nazar.
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and voluptuous people, with all their 
freihnefs and natural elegance.

Over the window to the left, on the 
outfide of the hall, we read :

“ Praife be to God : becaufe my beauty 
“ vivifies this palace, and I attain from 
“ the circle with which I am crowned, 
“ the elevation of the higheft plants. 
“ My bofom contains fprings of pure 
“ water. I embelliih thefe fcenes, pleaf- 
“ ing of themfelves. They who inhabit 
is me are powerful, and God protects 
“me. I have preferved the remembrance ' 
“ of the great actions of men who be- 
“ lieve in God, and whom he calls to 
“ himfelf. The liberal hand of Abulg- 
“ haghegh has ornamented my outlines; 
“ it is a moon in its full, the clearnefs 
“ of which diffipates the darknefs 
“ of heaven, and, at the fame time, 
“ acts upon the whole extent of the 
“ earth.”

P 2 The
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The charafters in the iniide of the 

fame window fignify:

“ Praife to God only, who by his five 
“ powerful fingers puts away every 
“ thing that might do harm to Jofeph ; 
« ancj fay with me, that God protefts 
“ us from the effefts of his anger. Praife 
a be to God. Let us return thanks to 
“ God.”

Over the other window is written:

“ Praife be to God : my architeft has 
“ elevated me to the height of glory. 
“ I furpafs in beauty the bed of the 
“ bridegroom, and am fufficient to give 
“ a juft idea of fymmetry and conjugal 
“ love. He who comes to me with the 
“ complaint of an injury finds in me 
“ an immediate avenger. I yield my-

felf to fuch as defire my table. I re- 
“ femble the bow in the heavens, and, 
“ like it, am decorated with the colours 
“ of beauty. My light is Abulghaghegh,

who, in the paths of the world, con-
“ tinually
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“ tinually watches over the temple of 
“ God, encourages pilgrims and loads 
“ them with gifts

The infide of the window is filled up 
with the following words :

“ Praife be to God : praife him by 
“ whom Jofeph was delivered from pe- 
“ ril with the five precepts, and God 
“ thus delivered me from his wrath, 
“ praife be to God f.”

* The expreflion, Ifurpafs in beauty the bed of the 
bridegroom, alludes to the cuftom of the great among 
the Moors, of being married in prefence of the king. 
In all the royal manfions there was a hall deitined 
to this ceremony. The poet, to celebrate the beauty 
of the hall of Comares, compares it to the bed of a 
bridegroom, ornamented with flowers and garlands.

t The Jofeph here mentioned is the patriarch to 
whom Mahomet gives a diftinguifhed part in his 
Alcoran. We are told in this book, that Jo
feph being upon the point of committing a fin, 
God revealed to him five words, by means of which 
he acquired ftrength fufficient to refill the temp
tation.

A mo»

I
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A modern little ftaircafe leads from 

the hall of Comares ; the old one, which 
correfponded to the beauty of the édi
fice, having been deftroyed. At the top 
of the ftaircafe is a gallery, a part of 
which is inclofed with an iron railing : 
this kind of cage is called the prifon of 
the queen. It was here the wife of the 
laft king of Granada was imprifoned. 
The Gomels and Legris, two families of 
diftin&ion, bore falfe witnefs againft her 
virtue, and occafioned the deftruétion 
of the greateft part of the Abencerrages, 
another powerful and numerous family 
of Granada of whom they were jealous. 
As the whole of this hiftory is intereft- 
ing, I ihall prefent it to my reader : it is 
indeed neceflary to the underftanding of 
feveral fads relative to the Alhambra.

In the year 1491, Abdali, furnamed 
the Little, ftill reigned in Granada ; but 
this city was upon the brink of ruin, 
for the. principal families were divided 
againft each other. The Moors had 
parried their arms againft Jaen, and had 
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been bravely repulfed. Abdali was con- 
idling himfelf in one of his pleafure 
houfes for the ill fuccefs of his enter
prise, when the Zegris, who long had 
been the fecret enemies of the Abencer
rages, took the opportunity of this de
feat to reprefent them to the king as re
bellious fubjeds, who employed theii 
immenfe riches to gain the favour of the 
people and dethrone their foveieign. 
They accufed Albin Hamet, the moft rich 
and powerful among them, of having 
an adulterous commerce with the queen, 
and produced witnefies who aflerted 
they had on a certain feftival feen, at 
Generalif, under a bower of rofe tieeg, 
Albin Hamet in the arms of that princefs. 
The fury of Abdali may eafily be ima
gined ; he fwore the deftrudion of the 
Abencerrages. But the Zegris, too 
prudent to let his anger break forth, 
advifed him to diffimulate, and not to 
fuffer it to be known to that numerous 
and powerful family that he was in
formed of their perfidy. It will be bettei, 
laid they, to entice them into the fnare,

P 4 and,
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and, before they can unite and put them» 
felves into a ftate of defence, revenge 
upon their heads the infult offered to 
the crown. This advice was followed : 
Abdali went to the Alhambra, having 
ordered thirty of his guards to arm 
themfelves, and the executioner to at
tend. The Abencerrages were fent for 
one by one, and beheaded as foon as 
they entered the hall of the lions, where 
there is ftill a large vafe of Alabafter, 
which was quickly filled with blood and 
the heads of expiring bodies. Thirty- 
five heads had already been ftruck off, 
and all the Abencerrages would have 
died in the fame manner, had not a page, 
who had followed his mailer, and re
mained unperceived in the hurry of the 
execution, taken an opportunity of with
drawing and giving information to the 
reft of the unhappy family of what had 
paifed. Thefe immediately affembled 
their friends in arms, crying out through 
the city of Granada, Treafon ! Treafon! 
Let the king die ! He unjuftly puts to 
death the Abencerrages J The people, 

with

o F S P A I N. 217

with whom they were favourites, did 
not hefitate in affifting them: fourteen 
thoufand men were foon found in arms, 
and immediately proceeded towards the 
Alhambra, fhouting all the way, Let 
the king die 1 Abdali, furprifed his fe- 
cret fliould have been fo foon difcovered, 
and feverely repenting of having fol
lowed the pernicious councils he had 
received, ordered the cattle gates to be 
lhut; but they were prefently fet on 
fire. Muley Hacen, who had been forced 
to abdicate the throne in favour of his 
fon, hearing the tumult of the people, 
had one gate opened, and prefented1 
himfelf to appeafe the rage of the ci
tizens ; but he no fooner appeared than 
he was lifted up by the multitude neaieft 
the gate, who cried out: Behold our 
king, we will have no other, long live 
Muley Hacen; and leaving him fur- 
rounded by a ftrong guard, the Aben
cerrages, and other nobles, enteied the 
cattle, accompanied by upwards of an 
hundred foldiers. But they found the 
queen only, with her women, and in 

the I



• ■ 
X '>

218 THE PRESENT STATE

the utmob conbernation at the fudden 
revolution of which ihe knew not the 
caufe. They afked for the king, and 
being informed he was in the hall of 
the lions, entered it furioufly, and found 
him defended by the Zegris and the 
Gomels, and, in lefs than two hours 
killed upwards of two hundred of them. 
Abdali had the good fortune to efcape. 
The bodies of the beheaded Abencerrages 
were laid upon black cloth, and car
ried to the city. Muza, brother to Ab
dali, and who, by his great actions, 
had gained the favour of the people, 
feeing the Abencerrages were revenged, 
found means to appeafe them ; and hav
ing learned that the king had taken 
refuge in a mofque near the mountain 
now called Saint Helena, went and 
brought him back to the cable of the 
Alhambra. For feveral days nothing 
but fighs and groans were heard through
out the city. Abdali fhut himfelf up 
in the cable, and refufed to fee the 
queen. Thofe who had accufed her of 
adultery, however, perfibed in their 

falfe
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falfe accufation,and faid,they would main
tain, with arms in their hands, againb 
all who ihould contradidl them, that the 
queen was guilty. The unhappy prin- 
cefs was impriloned, and the day arriv
ing on which ihe was to periih by the 
hands of the executioner, when none 
among the Moors offering to defend her, 
ihe was advifed to commit hei caufe to 
fome Chribian knights, who prefented 
themfelves at the time appointed, and 
conquered her falfe accufers, fo that ihe 
was immediately fet at liberty. T. he 
taking of Granada foon followed this 
combat; Muza and the Abencerrages 
having, it is faid, facilitated the con- 
queb of it by Ferdinand and Ifabella.

To the account I have given of the 
death of the Abencerrages, I fhall add 
the following tranbation of an Arabic 
manufcript of the year 1492, by which 
they are jubified from the accufation 
brought againb them. The manufcript 
is curious for its fimplicity of competi
tion,

" In
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“ In the name of God who is merciful 
44 and infpires mercy. Praife to the moil 
“ high: there is no other God than 
“ God; he will exalt the good, he pro- 
44 teds them; he will purfue the im- 
44 pious: he abhors falfehood and the 
44 evil man does to his fellow creature. 
44 Good proceeds from God, evil origi- 
44 nates from the tempter: he infufes 
44 his fuggeftions into the heart of man, 
44 who buffers himfelf to be feduced by 
44 them, and then does the work of the 
44 demon, who operates in him, and has 
44 his will in the will of man; fuch a 
“ man is man in his external figure only. 
44 God gave wifdom to his creature, and 
44 endowed him with a fpirit of upright*  
44 nefs; and if man be not blinded by 
44 pride and envy he will know the 
44 truth. The demon put envy into the 
44 heart of Zulem Zegri, becaufe he faw 
44 the virtue of Mahomed Aben Zurrah 
44 exalted in the eyes of his mailer. He 
44 faw with an eye of hatred the defcen- 
44 dants of Aben Zurrah, who were be- 
44 neficent, rich and powerful, andwhofe 

44 virtue
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44 virtue fhone forth like the ftars in a 
44 fine night in fummer. Aben Zurrah 
44 was conftantly in the prefence of our 
44 lord the king; the queen called him 
44 her council, and had the greateft con- 
44 fidence in his words, becaufe his lips 
44 never departed from truth. Zulem 
44 Zegri and Hacem Gomel came to the 
44 king, and faid to him; O king, knoweft 
44 thou not that the queen di {honours 
44 thy bed with Mahomed Aben Zurrah, 
44 and that he confpires againft thy 
44 throne ? Put away therefore the queen 
44 if thou wouldft not be deprived both 
44 of thy crown and thy life. The king > 
44 fpoke not of this to the queen, but 
44 called Mahomed Aben Zurrah, with 
44 thofe of his kindred, and in one day 
44 beheaded eighty-fix of them ; and nof 
44 one would have been left alive had 
44 not God protected the innocent. The 
44 queen entrufted her defence to the 
“ hands of Chriftians, and the moft noble 
44 and valiant Chriftian knights came and 
44 fought before the king and the queen, 
,f{ and before us and the people. They

44 fought
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<<■ fought valiantly againft the accufers 
44-of the queen, they fought for truth, 
“ and God infpired their fouls with 

courage, and gave ftrength to their 
<< arms. Each overcame the accufer 
44 with whom he combated, and the 
« vanquifhed, ready to render up their 
“ iniquitous breath, defired to be carried 
44 near to the king and the queen, to 
« whom they difcovered the truth, de- 
44 daring, that by reafon of envy which 
44 empoifoned their minds, they had in- 
44 vented and fupported fallhood: they 
44 teftified truth of the family of Aben 
44 Zurrah and expired The Chriftians 
44 were in danger of being taken, but 
44 God delivered them; and the king, 
44 ihedding tears of repentance, ap- 
44 proached the queen, and befought 
44 her to reftore him to her affedion; 
44 but this file refufed and feparated 
44 from him. We were defirous that 
44 thefe events lhould not be forgotten, 
44 for which reafon we have related thefe 
44 particulars, we who have here fub- 
44 fcribed our names—--- AdalidMuJdcF
“ Selim Hazem Go%ul. Mahhamuth. Aben 
44 Amar A
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The iron railing of the queen’s prifon 
and the coridor appears modern com
pared to the reft of the palace, and 
feemed to me to have been of the time 
of Charles V. The gallery leads to four 
apartments, built under the fame em
peror, on a bafe of Mooriih conftrudion. 
The following initial letters are often 
repeated there:

I. C. K. V. H. R. A. P. F. I. which fignify, 
Imperator Ceefar Karolus K Hifpaniarum 
Rex, Augujlus, Pius, Felix, Invidlus,

A fuperb cabinet, called the Queen’s 
Toilet, joins thefe empty apartments. It 
is a room fix feet fquare, having a 
profped on every fide, and furrounded 
by a terrace three feet wide: the floor 
of the cabinet and that of the gallery, 
by which it is furrounded, are flagged 
with red marble, and the terrace is fup
ported by white marble pillars. In one 
of the corners of the cabinet there is a 
large piece of marble perforated in fe- 
veral places, which is laid to have ferved 

as
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as a perfuming pan ; through the final! 
apertures in it iffued the fweet exhalations 
with which the fultana was perfumed*.  
However, thofe who are ikilled in the 
Arabic, from the inferiptions which de
corate this charming recefs, fay, it was in
tended for prayer, or, in a word, for the 
oratory of the palace. Another proof of 
which is, that the principal profpeft from 
the cabinet is toward the eaft. The in- 
fcription upon the cornice is as follows:

“ In the name of God who is merciful' 
“ God be with our prophet Mahomet. 
“ Salvation and health to his friends. 
“ God is the light of heaven and earth, 
“ and his light is like himfelf; it is a lu- 
“ minary of feveral branches and many 
“ lights, but which produce but one 
“ only brightnefs: it is the lamp of 
“ lamps, a brilliant conftellation fed 
“ with eternal oil. This conftellatioji is

* It is certain, that this cabinet ferved for the 
toilet of the emprefs, wife to Charles V. and fince 
that time was made ufe of for the fame purpofe by 
the queen Ifabella.

“ neither
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“ neither to the eaft nor to the weft ; 
“ once lighted up it gives light for ever, 
“ without being renewed, and God with. 
“ this lip-ht conduits him whom he 
“ loves ; and he gives proverbs to na- 
“ tions. God is wife in all his works

The court moft to be admired of the 
Alhambra, is that called the Court of the 
Lions ; it is ornamented with fixty elegant 
columns of an architeilure which bears 
not the leaft refemblance to any of the 
known orders, and might be called the 
Arabian order f. The court is paved

* The expreffion, he is a luminary of feveral 
branches, txc. has induced fome tranilators to think 
the palPage alluded to the Trinity : yet Mahomet has 
faid, in his Alcoran, 0 ye followers of thé fcriptures, 
fay not three. The fimile of light féems to me more 
applicable to the attributes of the Divinity.

t Architecture, like all other arts, owes its ori
gin to Nature. The Goths, a northern people, in
habited caves. The Arabs and Saracens, fpread over 
the country, lived under tents : hence that difference 
in the architecture of thefe nations. The Goths had 
flat ceilings ; thofe of the Arabs were terminated in a 
point, as is feen in moft of the apartments of the 
Alhambra.

Vol. III. Q_ with
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with white marble, and at the extremi
ties are two fine Mofaic cupolas, painted 
in gold colour and azure, and fupported 
by feveral groups of columns. Portraits 
of feveral of the Moorilh kings are pre- 
ferved, under a kind of vaulted ceiling, 
at one end of the court. The Cicerone 
of the Alhambra fays, they are the hif- 
tory of the king Chico, or the Little, 
when he imprifoned the queen accufed 
of adultery. Near this place is a crofs 
painted upon the wall to indicate the 
place where'the firft mafs was fung in 
the cattle of the Alhambra, after it was 
taken by Ferdinand.

This magnificent court is funrounded 
by bafons of white marble, which form 
a kind of cafcade, ornamented with 
jets d'eau‘f but its principal monument, 
and that from which it took its name, is 
an alabafter cup, fix feet in diameter, fup
ported by twelve lions, which is faid to 
have been made in imitation of the brazen 
fea of Solomon’s temple. The cup is 
of one fingle piece, ornamented with 

Ara-
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Arabian figures, and bears an infcription. 
compofed of twenty-four verfes in that 
language.

“ O thou who examineft thefe lions, 
“ fixed in their places, confide!*  they 
u want nothing but life to be perfetft;

and thou who inherited: this king- 
“ dom and this palace, receive them from 
** the hands of the nobles without em- 

ploying violence. May God fave thee 
by the new work with which thou 

u haft embcllifhed me, and may thine 
‘‘enemy never be revenged of thee: 
‘‘ may the moft definable praife fall from' 
‘‘ the lips of him by whom thou art 
u blefled, O Mahomad, our king, for 
“ thy mind is ornamented with the moft 

amiable virtues! God forbid, that this 
charming orchard, the image of thy 

“ amiable qualities, fhould be furpaffed 
“ or equalled by any other in the world. 
“ But it is I who embellilh it; it is the 
“ clear water which fhines in my bofom, 
“and bubbles like melted filver. T. he 
“ whitenefs of the ftone, and that of 

O 2 • the
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“ the water it contains, are unequalled. 
“ Examine well this cup, if thou wilt 
“ diftinguiih the water which runs from 
“ it; for it will firft feem to thee, either 
“ that both run together, or that they 
“ remain immoveable. Like one of 
“ Love’s captives whofe face is bathed 
“ with the tears which the envious have 
“ caufed him to ihed, fo the water feems 
“jealous of the (tone by which it is 
“ contained, and the cup, in its turn, 
“ appears to be jealous of the limpid 
“ ftream. Nothing but the generous 
“ hand of Mahomad can be compared 
“ to that which ruihes from my bofom 
“ and flies impetuouily into the air. A 
“ lion is not fo ftrong and courageous 
“ as Mahomad is liberal.”

The walls of the court bear feveral 
ihort infcriptions frequently repeated, 
which may be called the Litanies of Ma- 
hometanifmj, fuch as “There is no 

“ other

J The name of Litany feems applicable to certain 
prayers of the Arabians. One cries aloud, “ There

229 
“ other conqueror than God. “I hope 
“ in God d’ “ Praife be to God for the 
“ good of the fedt.” &c.

The hall called Las dos Hermanas, or 
the two fitters, and that of the Abencer- 
rages, with a third lefs remarkable, are 
in the fame court. Upon the edge of 
the wall towards the north of the firft, 
you read : “ A lafting reign, the efteem 

and aid of God to my mafter.

At the entrance is the following po
etical infcription:

" , > • ' '
“ The garden which thou feeft gives 

“ thee life. The harmony which pro- 
“ ceeds from thefe ihrubs joins with 
“ the perfume of the flowers to enchant 
“the foul. And thou, charming vafe 
“ which embelliiheft it, thou ihalt be

“is no other God than God”; the reft anfwer, 
“ Praife be to God”; the former adds, “ He is great”; 
and the anfwer is always, “ Praife be to God . In 
this manner they repeat all the attributes of the 
Divinity.

0^3 “ com"
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6i compared to a king decorated witfl
44 golden chains and crowns.”

This infcription is the eulogium of 
the garden called Lindaraxa, upon which 
the windows of the hall open; but by 
being negledted, it has loft its greateft 
beauties.

In the two circles to the right, as you 
enter the fame hall, is the following in- 
fcription, full of elegance, tafte and 
poetry.

44 I am the orchard of pleafure, an 
44 affemblage of charms and graces. 
44 There is no work can be compared to; 
44 me for beauty ; a fingle glance is fuf- 
44 ficient to difcover the delights I afford. 
44 The tranquil heart can find no frefh- 
44 nefs fweeter than mine ; I contain a 
44 precious alcove of which the purpofe 
44 and the principles are pure. The fign 
44 of Gemini alone can give an idea of 
44 the perfedt fymmetry of my workman- 
44 fllip. The moon in the firmament em- 

belliihes

o F s P A I N. 231

44 bellifhes me with luftre, and by her
44 influence the molt lovely of the fex 
« are attracted unto me. Should the 
44 ftar of the day flop his courfe to enjoy 
44 the fight of my charms, it would not 
“ be to be wondered at. Simple apart- 
44 ment as I am, every thing that is beau- 
44 tiful may receive from me new at- 
44 tradiions, and he who contemplates 
44 me may do it without fatigue: for I 
44 offer him a feat of voluptuoufnefs. I 
44 am ornamented with white and pre- 
44 cious pillars of the moil elegant and 
44 delicate form; the ihadow they put 
44 forth may be compared to the light, > 
44 and they are covered with daifies not 
44 to be equalled. He who etedled me
44 cannot find his equal; his glory and 
44 magnificence have exalted him above 
4 the reft of mankind. If the fun at 
44 fetting fpreads over me his rays, you 
44 fee me covered with diamonds, of 
44 which the fplendour and form are 
44 found no where but in me. But ftill 
44 more delicious is my abode from the 
44 zeal of the faithful which refpires in.

Q 4 “ W
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44 my bofom, and in this confift all my
44 charms.”

And between the two circles:

The perfection and beauty in me 
44 proceed from Mahomad, my lord: 
44 he furpaffes in virtue beings who 
44 have difappeared and others who 
“come. In five bars there are three 
“ which may yield to him the fuperi- 
44 ority. If the air be condenfed, it 
44 may obtain lightnefs from my mailer. 
44 The ftars of heaven die with love of 
44 him, and he can communicate to them 
44 the agreeable odour of plants and vir- 
44 tues: they would come to him were 
44 they not afraid of fufpending their 
44 functions, which is to enlighten the 
44 horizon. The (tones, at his command, 
44 receive a fublime bafe : by his influ- 
4i ence they are embelliihed with delicate 
44 workmanfhip; and by his virtue re- 
44 main immoveable. The marble is fof- 
44 tened at his voice; and the light re- 
.44 fleCted from his eyes diflipates dark- 

44 nefs.
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“ nefs. Where can a more lovely garden 
44 be found ? it furpaffes in verdure and
44 perfume all that exift, and fpreads its 

,4.« freihnefs to the center of this palace.”

The alcove of the fame hall is not 
without its infeription.

44 Thou furpaffeft in beauty the beds 
44 of the moil voluptuous ; thou haft fo 
44 many attractions that feveral might 
44 be borrowed from thee without dimi- 
44 niihing thy powers : and the moon, 
44 when lhe penetrates where thou art, 
44 knows (he has nothing that can equal
44 thee.”

From over the window, the hall itfelf 
feems to fpeak in its turn:

44 I am not alone, I join to an orchard, 
44 which to me is a field of light. It 
44 communicates this to me fo inceffantly 
44 that ihade is never permitted to ap- 
44 proach me. All this admirable work 
“ proclaims the praife of Nazar, .who

44 has
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*£ has continually gained friends to the 
*- prophet and to the Alcoran.”

The two windows by the fide of the 
great door have their little pieces of 
poetry. That of the largeft runs thus:

The freihnefs of the air, embalmed
with perfumes, penetrates this enclo- 

44 fure, and, with its delicious odour, 
V infpires health.”

“ This orchard, by the pleasures it af- 
44 fords, announces itfelf to be the work 
“ of a juft, liberal, and magnificent 
44 mailer.”

And upon the other window ;

44 Obferve the beauty of this glafs^ 
44 and behold how it colours and furpaffes 
44 clearnefs; with what perfe&ion it 
44 reprefents the figures and their attrac- 
44 tions. At fight of it you would 
44 fay, that light and colour were the 
44 fame thing.”

The

23S

The hall of the Abencerrages is thus 
called from the unhappy incidents al
ready related of that family.

The infcriptions which cover the walls 
are fhort fentences and eulogiums al
ready recited.

The fliut door, which is feen in the 
hall, communicates with the habitation 
of the vicar of the Alhambra. He is 
lodged in a kind of fortrefs, of which 
furprifing things are related.

The hall of the Baths is preceded by 
a coridor; the cabinet has alfo an. 
infcription trivial enough in itfelf, but 
as it relates to an amufing circum- 
ftance in the liiftory of Mahomet, I ihall 
here give it a place : it is repeated upon 
each of the walls:

44 He who puts his confidence in God 
V will have a good iifue to his under- 
“ takings; there is neither ftrength nor 
ft breath in creatures which proceed not 

44 from 
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“ from God, the moft high, the great, 
“ he who covers the juft with ver- 
“ dure*. ”

To underftand the laid expreffion, it is firft 
neceffary to know, that by the juft the Mahome
tans underftand Mahomet; and afterwards to read 
the following paffage, tranflated from the life of the 
prophet by Japhi Abu Ibrahim:

“ Cottada has faid, Aburram hasfaid, Abu Hor- 
reira has faid : we have feen him with our own eyes 
the favoured of God; the quantity of his food was 
fuch as would have been more than fufficient for 
three men, and his drink the fame. And God gave 
him fo quick and eafy a digeftion, that he was obliged 
to give courfe to the refufe of his body every three 
hours. And, he faid, we being prefent, I will fatisfy 
the calls of Nature ; and he found no fecret place be- 
caufe he was in a plain and open field; but as he 
fought about he found a tree, to which he faid, 
“ come with me”: the tree inftantly left its place 
and followed him : he foon afterwards found a fe- 
cond tree, and faid again, “follow me”: the tree 
obeyed and followed the other. At length, (landing 
ftill, the two trees joined their trunks, and covered 
him with their verdure, whilft he fatisfied the wants 
of Nature. Afterwards he commanded the trees to 
return to their places: they obeyed his voice and 
went and ftood where they were before.”

From
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From this hall of the Baths a gallery 
leads to that of the Nymphs, fo called 
from two female figures of white marble, 
fculptured with much art and exadtnefs. 
The fubterraneous chamber, in which

4 ■

they were placed, contains feveral large 
urns that formerly contained the trea- 
fures of the Moorilh kings. The arch- 
biihop of Granada has lately forbidden 
thefe ftatues to be feen, leaft their fine 
proportions and nakednefs ihould be per
nicious to good morals: he has taken 
away the key of the cafe in which, they 
are. Opinions are divided concerning 
the fculptor ; fome think them remains 
of Roman antiquities, but they are ge
nerally fuppofed to be the production 
of an Arabian artift *.

Before

* Two Englishmen, who were at Granada in 
wrote on the wall, near the hall of the nymphs, 

fix verfes, which, though not very good, are fuffi- 
ciently expreffive of the enthufiafm with which the 
palace had infpired them. Woe to their religion had 
they in that moment been offered the Turban.

O moft
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Before I take leave of the Alhambra; 
I muft bellow fome notice on the mo= 
numents of which tradition and the zeal 
of the curious have preferved the re
membrance. The convent of the Fran
ciscans, near the palace of Charles V. is 
built upon Moorilh ruins ; it was erect
ed when Philip V. and the queen Ifa- 
bella Farnefe, his wife, came to Gra
nada. The Monks, without any refpeiSb 
for the noble marble which atteded the 
ancient magnificence of their mailers, 
have confounded it with the vile mate
rials by which a voluptuous palace was 
transformed into a number of indolent 
cells.

O moil indulgent prophet to mankind,
If fuch on earth thy paradife we find,
What muft in heaven thy promifed raptures prove. 
Where black-eyed Houris breathe eternal love? 
Thy faith, thy do&rine fure were rnoft divine, 
And though much water, yet a little wine.

His regum, lieu: mimis infelicium, deliciis maefturri 
vale dixerunt.

T. G. H. S. Angli,
Kai. jan. 1775, die pro captaurbe Granata triumphali.

Among
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Among the infcriptions, which were 
buried or mutilated, the two following 
are worthy of being preferved :

“ God be with my king Abulgagegh, 
44 and with thee Jofeph my king, my 
“guardian and mailer partake of the 
“ eulogiums which the beauty, grace, 
“ and perfection of my work infpire. 
“ In former times I ferved as a place of 
“ pleafure to thy noble anceilors; and. 
“ fhall I be lefs delightful in thy eyes? 
“ My fame and my charms are increafed, 
“ and I am embellifhed with new orna- 
“ ments. Thou hail put fear away 
“ from me, thou hail made me a ram« 
44 part by which I am protected; thy 
44 glory daily increafes, time more deeply 
64 engraves thy illudrious deeds; thou 
44 art called the great the triumphant; 
44 kings and potentates drive to pleafe 
44 thee, and each llielters himfelf under 
44 the wing of thy poflerity; and I more 
44 than they all. I fmile at the projects 
44 thou formed to embelliih me, becaufe 
441 become a witnefs of thy magnifi- 

44 cence.
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“ cence. It was thou, O Jofeph, who 
“ kneweft how to embelliih me; the 
“ treafures of thy imagination were 
“ poured upon me, and thou haft ren- 
“ dered me the objedt of general eulo- 
“ gium. Thy clemency and thy bounty 
“ conftitute my glory : from, my foun- 
“ tain ruihes pure and odorous water; 
“ it feems to fly up into the air, and its 
<{ murmur is a foft and tender melody ; 
“ its fall is an humiliation for thee, the 
“ ihiverings I feel .are figns of refpedt; 
« they mark to thee my fear, but it is 
“ not to fly from thee. Jofeph is my 
“ fupport, he is my defender: in every 
“ thing I fay to my honour, reafon is 
“ my guide. I pleafe them by whom I 
“ am feen, and the fight of me is to 
“them a recompence. O ye nobles, 
“grant me your admiration I and ye, 
“ brave and valiant knights, be not lefs 
“ zealous to give me praife whilft you 
“ behold me. Let my eulogium be fub- 
“ lime, becaufe every thing I contain is 
“ fublime. O Jofeph, my lord and my 
“ king, the living image of the prophet,

“ thou

(C 

a
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thou haft accompliihed with me thy 
promifes, and haft ihewn me all thy 

“ affedtion.” i

!■

The fécond runs thus;

ei I am the place of delight, and am 
“ pleafed with places which refemble 
“me; they would excite my envy were 
“ they as perfedt as I am. Obferve 
“ that refervoir which embelliihes me, 
“ and thou wilt there fee more luftre 
“ than in the poliihed and enamelled 
“ fteel. To my beauty are joined the 
“ favours of Jofeph ; his aftedtion fpreads 
“ round me that pure and cheering air 
“ which thou refpireft. This bafon re- 
“ fembles a handfome cup, finilhed by 
“ the hands of art, whence the mouth 
“ of beauty draws the liquor by which 
“ it is refreihed and embelliihed ; but 
“ the water riles with a fpring, and 
“ fpreads in undulated fhects; the bril- 
“ liant drops prefs each other and con- 
“ ceal a myfterious heart, which con- 
ii tains wonderful fecrets: and thou,

Von. III. R
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“ Jofeph, purifier of the fedt and of the 
“ faith of believers; thou, the fublime 
“ point around which every kind of 
“ glory is aflembled ; thou, who lived 
“ like the bed of kings; as the fetting 
“ fun haftens towards the horizon, and 
“ afterwards rifes again in the heavens 
“ with renewing fire, fo thy name, which 

was declining, has regained its luftre 
“ in this garden. All nations have 
“ come to admire my magnificence, 
“ which for ever ihall lad. O Jofeph ! 
“ O my mader ! thou art. the file of 
“ the law, and the afylum of fuch as 
“ obferve it; thou art a fertile orchard, 
“ which, with its abundant juices, 
“ nouriihes and gives life to plants 
“ and flowers: thou art a tuft of 
“ aromatic herbs: thou giveft the en- 
“ joyment of life and happinefs.”

The Arabs never lod an opportunity 
of bellowing a eulogium upon water; 
there are bafons and cafcades in mod of 
the halls of the Alhambra, fo that, du

ring

243 
ring the fummer, it mud have been a 
delightful abode. Water by its clearnefs 
and purity is always taken in the Alcoran 
for the fymbol of a fincere and docile 
heart. In the Sura, of the cow it is faid, 
“ I gave you a heart, which like water 
might refledt my revelation and receive 
the words of my meflenger; ” and it is from 
this companion of the heart with water, 
which we meet with alfo in holy writ, 
and in the writings of the Rabbins, that 
in drinking water out of a glafs of which 
another perfon has juft drank, you are 
faid to know his fecrets.

The church of the Francifcans was 
formerly a mofque : as appears from a 
marble on the ancient walls of the 
convent which contained the following 
Arabic infcription.

“ Say, there is no other God than. 
Ai God: let thefe words be in tby mouth 
“ as well as in thy heart. God, in thy 
*c favour, and at the prayer of his
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«< prophet, abridged the number*;  di- 

minifh it not, pardon is in the place 
of prayer.”

From the Alhambra you enter the 
Generalif by a low gate, which favour
ed the efcape of Abdali, when Ferdi
nand took Granada. Generalif fignifies, 
as I am told, in Arabic, the houfe of 
love, of dance and pleafure. It was 
built by a prince of the name of Omar, 
who was lo fond of muiic that he re
tired to this palace, entirely to give him- 
felf up to that amufement. The Ge-

* In the Sura, journey by night, Maliorqet relates to 
Jiis followers his extatic vifions in heaven, and tells 
them that God delivered to him as a precept, that 
true believers ihould pray an hundred times a day: 
but that he, by the advice of Mofes, made feveral 
reprefentations to God, to prevail upon him to 
diminiihthis great number of fupplications; till at 
length God was pleafed to reduce them to four, 
of which the appointed times are at fun rife, noon, 
fun fet, and midnight. To this the expreffion in 
the infeription relates ; and the meaning is, fine? 
the. number of prayers has been diminifhed, let 
MulTulmen be exaft and faithful in the performance 
of thofe which are prescribed.
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iigralif is the moil pleafing fituation m 
the environs of Granada. It is built up
on a very high mountain whence waters 
rufh from every fide, which cicape in 
torrents, and fall in beautiful cafcades 
in the Courts, gardens, and halls of that 
ancient palace. The gaidens foim an 
amphitheatre, and are full of tiees, 
venerable from their antiquity. I fat 
down at the feet of two cypreifes of 
which the height and whitenefs at- 
tefted the number of centuries they had 
flood there: they are ftill called the 

'Cypreifes of the Queen, becaufe it was 
near them the perfidious Gomel im
peached the virtue of that princefs, and 
the honour of the Abencerrages. I ad
mired them with a fentiment not to be 
infpired by monuments of ftone. The 
writers of romances have never ima
gined a feene equal to this. How 
much did I regret fo beautiful a fitua
tion ihould be inhabited by infenfible 
proprietors! I fighed to behold the 
fuperb and natural terraces of thefe 
inchanting gardens laid out in apait- 

i? o ments;
a I
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merits ; and this place, formerly the cen*  
ter or Afiatic luxury, reduced to Ample 
reeds and the fteril retreat of a cloifter 
of capuchins. The pure air of Generalif, 
the Ample and Mooriih ftruéhure of the 
edihce, and the clearnefs and abundance 
of the waters, called to my recollection 
the time when Granada was one of the 
fineft cities in the world. At prefent it is 
melancholy and deferted ; a defeat, dif
ferent manners and another government 
have annihilated its glory.

In the Corridor, or covered gallery, 
which in the palace leads to the apart
ments, is this long infcription :

“ God be my aid againft the devil 
“ the tempter : God is great and wife, 
“ powerful and a lover of juftice. He 
“ will torment both men and women 
“ who multiply God and render him 
“ deformed ; he will throw them into 
“ the abyfs and there leave' them for 
“ ever. Believe in God and in his 
“ meflenger, he is fent that you may 

“ praii’e
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il praife and honour him day and night. 
“ Sing his praifes. To them by whom 
“ you ihall be faluted render falutation, 
“ and in the name of God touch your 
“ beard*,  and let it be with affedtion; 
“ and may the tranquillity of him whofe 
« defile ihall be to difturb yours be alfo 
“ difturbed : and he who Ihall add to 
“ the duties prefcribed to him by God 
“ ihall receive a great reward.”

In the Arft hall there are two in- 
fcriptions over the window; the follow
ing is on the right:

“ Ifmael is the major, the great, the 
“ privileged. God gave him a reputa- 
“ tion and an eftabliihment; if thou 
“ contribute to his grandeur thou ihalt

* The cuftom of touching the beard in faluting 
is very ancient amongft the eaftern nations. Joab, 
general of David, when, he killed Amafa, the ge
neral of Abfalom, approached him, and touched 
his beard with his right hand faying, God fave 
thee, my brother, while with the left he run him 
through with his fword. This faft is thus related 
in the fecpnd book of Samuel, chap. xx.

R 4 “ be
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ii be honoured like all the kings de-
44 fcended from him. He gives life to
44 fuch as are thirfty, he unites and 
•c fupports the fedi

44 The window at the entrance of this
44 delightful palace is deftined to the
44 pleafures of the nobility. The charm-
44 ing view from it inchants the eye
44 and elevates the mind. Let us return
44 thanks to God. That fountain dif- 
*4 covered from the window is pleafed
44 when looked upon by its king and
44 thereby feems to be embellifhed.”

The Arcades in the Court, called the 
Court of the Pond, are ornamented 
with one of the beft infcriptions in its 
kind»

44 Charming palace, thou prefenteft
44 thyfelf withmajcfty; thy fplendour
44 equals thy greatnefs, and thy light

* The thirft Ifmael fuffered when a child is 
Well known : the Arabs believe themfelves de- 
feended from hitn.
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44 fhines upon every thing by which 
44 thou art furrounded. Thou art wor- 
44 thy of every eulogium, for thy orna- 
44 ments have in them fomething divine. 
44 Thy garden is embellifhed with flow- 
44 ers which repofe upon their ftalks, 
44 and exhale the fweeteft perfumes : 
44 freili air agitates the orange tree and 
44 fpreads afar the fweet odour of its 
44 blofloms. I hear volumptuous mufic 
44 joined to the rufiling of the leaves of 
44 thy groves. Every thing around 
44 me is harmonious, green, and dowry. 
44 Abulgali; the beft of kings, pro- 
44 tedlor of believers and of the law, 
44 thou art the objedt of my efteem. 
44 God fave thee and confirm thy noble 
44 hopes; thou knoweft how to en- 
44 noble the leaft of thy works. This 
44 apartment, which is dedicated to thee, 
44 poflefies fuch perfection and folidity 
44 that its duration may be compared 
44 to that of the faith itfelf: it is a 
44 triumph, a prodigy of art.”

Th©
44 fhines
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The Moors had academies and a 
univerfity in Granada which produced 
feveral good phyficians, famous aftrolo- 
gers, celebrated botanifts, accurate ma
thematicians, excellent painters and 
able fculptors; but the fcience in which 
the Arabs made the greateft progrefs 
was theology, becaufe that requires no
thing but imagination.

I have detained the reader too long 
on the fubjedt of the magnificence and 
luxury of the Moors, and the wild flights 
of the Arabian poets; a more refpedtable 
object now claims his attention, and 
invites him to go with me over the 
tombs of the firft martyrs of Spain.

The road which leads to the facred 
mount is delightful; it runs by the fide 
of high mountains covered with houfes, 
fountains and verdure. Some of thefe 
heaps of earth, plants and rocks are 
ikilfully dug, and ferve as a refidence 
and ihelter to the gardeners who culti
vate them to their tops; they are, if I 

may
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tnay ufe fo bold a figure, animated 
pyramids. The Darro runs in the val
ley; the banks of this river are equally 
varied and agreeable, and form, with 
the mountains, one of the moil enchant
ing profpedls I ever beheld.

After having pafied the facred wood, 
on which feveral crofles announce the 
chapel, you approach, by a fteep af- 
cent, a confiderable edifice. But it will 
here be necefiary to go a little back into 
the hiftory of part times. Aftronomers, 
and amongft others the famous Johan
nes Regiomontanus had predicted that 
the year 1588 would be remarkable 
throughout the world. They faid it was 
the plimafterical year of the univerfe; 
and during the courfe of it a pro
digious number of extraordinary events 
came to pafs. Five new itars were dif
fered in the heavens, and the fun 
Was obfcured in the middle of a fine day 

the month of June. The famous 
Roman obeliiks were found, and in 
Gianada the foundation of the tower, 

called 
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called Turpiana, were ¿¡{covered. Don 
Juan Mendes de Salvatierra was then 
archbiihop of that city. The work
men employed in digging in the foun
dation difcovered a long and fquare cafe 
of lead, which was taken out and 
opened. It was varniihed within and 
without. This kind of bier contained 
a bone, a piece of white linen of a tri
angular form5 and a great fcroll of parch
ment filled with characters of different 
languages. The tower exiRed long be
fore the Romans came to Granada ; fot 
as long ago as the fecond year of the 
reign of Nero, we find it Riled a very 
ancient tower.

The name of Turpiana was not known 
till the plates of lead in the facred 
mount were found. A Ratue of a Ro*  
man foldier upon its bafe was alfo dif
covered at a little village, called Peligros. 
On the bafe was a long infcription, which 
began with thefe words: ChA? ¿bitifo0 
Turpioni. This Turpio having repaired 
the tower, or defended, or taken it, might 

pro-
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probably have given it his name; but 
the form and materials of the remains 
of the edifice feem to leave no doubt 
that it was originally a work of the 
Phoenicians.

The parchment having been examined 
by the moR able antiquarians, was de
clared to be extremely ancient, and that 
it was neither made of the fkin of a Bleep, 
goat, or that of any other known animal 
ufed for the fame purpofe. At the top 
Was a crofs, formed by five little crofles; 
after which was a long writing, in the 
Arabic language, on the fubject of which 
the pope, under pain of excommunica-? 

, tion, commanded the moR rigorous fi- 
lence. Under the writing was a long 
figure formed of feveral fquares, in each 
of which was a Roman character, the 
refi were Greek. But what appears Rill 
more lingular is, that when the Roman 
characters were united, they formed a 
prophecy, in Spaniih, concerning the end 
of th? world; and the language was as
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pure as that now fpoken at court. Each 
of the Greek letters was followed by two 
Arabian characters; but the fignification 
of thefe is a myftery which cannot be 
revealed. Afterwards came the figna-1 
ture of Saint Cecil, Cecilio Obifpo de Gar- 
nata. Saint Cecil and his brother Saint 
Tefiphon were Arabians. The firft, after 
his converfion, was called Ceicelleyaby 
which means the preacher, and from which 
Cecilius has been formed. The parch
ment concludes with the declaration of 
Patricins the prieft, as follows:

“ The fervant of God, Cecil, being 
in Iberia, and feeing the end of his 

“ days approach, faid to me in fecret, 
“ that he was affured of his martyrdom. 
“ But as he was extremely fond of his 
“ treafure of relics, he recommended it 
“ to me, and befought me to conceal 
“ it, that it might not fall into the 
“ hands of infidels; he obferved, that he 
“ had travelled both by fea and land to 
“ procure it, and that this treafure would 
“ remain hidden until it fhould pleafe

44 God

v
“ God to make it manifeft; and I, to 
“ do what I thought was beft, con- 
“ cealed it in the place where it is de- 
“ pofited, having fupplicated God to 
“ take it under his protection. The 
44 relics are : A prophecy of Saint John 
“the Evangelift concerning the end of 
“ the world ; the half of the linen with 
“ which the Virgin Mary wiped away 
“ her tears at the paffion of her fon: 
“ and a bone of Saint Stephen, the firft 
“ martyr. Let us return thanks to 
“ God.”

The bone and the linen are preferved 
in the cathedral of Granada, and upon 
certain days of the year are expofed to 
the veneration of the pious. Philip II. 
wiihed to fee thefe facred rarities. The 
city of Granada deputed to him a canon, 
and the king having accidentally fallen 
ill, negleCted not fo excellent an op
portunity to obtain a cure; he applied 
the linen to the part affeCted, and find
ing it a fovereign remedy, ftole from it 



25o THE PRESENT STATE 

a thread, which he had enihrined, and 
placed amongft the relics of the Ef- 
curial.

But to return to the facred mount: 
three men went to this mountain with 
intent to dig in fearch of a treafure; 
but not having difcovered any thing, 
after three days fatigue, they were upon 
the point of abandoning the undertak
ing, when the principal among them 
going to the church of our Lady to 
pray, heard a voice within, which faid 
to him, “ Sebaftian, go not away, but 
“ return again to the mountain and 
“ continue to dig.” Ide communicated 
this revelation to his aiTociates, who, 
animated with new courage, continued 
their fearch, and at the end of two days 
found a piece of lead, eighteen inches 
long, and two inches wide, covered with 
characters, which after having exereifed 
the patience of antiquarians, were at 
length decyphered in the following 
manner;

The
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« The burned body of Saint Mefiton; 
“ who fuffered martyrdom in the reign 
u of the emperor Nero.”

The work was continued, and three 
pieces of the fame metal were found, of 
like dimeniions, and infcribed with cha
racters fimilar to thofe of the hi it. The 
latter mentioned the martyrdom of Saint 
Cecil, Saint Tefiphon his brother, and 
feveral other faints.

It may be fuppofed the archbiiliop 
then interfered. The bodies of the mar
tyrs were found in a calcined mafs; ex
cept that of Saint Mefiton, which was 
only half burned. They were taken, 
away by the prieits, and a provincial 
affembly was fummoned, at which the 
molt able divines of Spain and feveral 
biihops were prefent: the relics were 
declared genuine, and worthy of veneia- 
tion, by a judgment pronounced aftei 
high mafs, on the 30th of April, 1600.

Vol. III. OnS
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On the facred mount the mafias in 
honour of the firft difciples of Saint 
James are ftill celebrated ; the difciples 
were feven in number, and burned in 
the grottos, which are now converted 
into chapels, and called the facred 
furnaces.

A valuable difcovery was made in thefe 
furnaces or grottos of feveral Arabian 
manufcripts, engraved on plates of lead, 
concealed in hollow ftones, clofed up by 
a very hard cement.

During the excavations made in the 
grottos, one of the ftones rolled down, 
broke in pieces, and difeovered its con
tents ; fo that every other ftone which 
refembled this was carefully examined. 
There were found twenty-one manu
fcripts of a round figure and compofed of 
feveral leaves of lead. They are all writ
ten in Arabic, except one, of which the 
language cannot be difeovered, becaufe 
the characters arc unknown ; but this is 

fup- 
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fuppofed to be Arabic alfo, and that it will 
one day be decyphered. . The largeft of 
thefe manufcripts is but feven inches in 
diameter. The bull of pope Innocent XI. 
permits no more to be faid of them; for 
it muft be obferved, that all the manu
fcripts were carried to Rome, and his 
holinefs forbade, under pain of excom
munication, all perfons from fpeaking 
of what paffed at the time of the dif
covery until he fhould have decided what 
might be faid concerning it. But as this 
decifion has not yet been pronounced, 
the canons or priefts of the facred mount, 
with whom I converfed for a confidera- 
ble time, communicate their conjectures 
with much referve.

The reader will undoubtedly be cu
rious to know the titles of the manu
fcripts. The firft is the hiftory of the 
eftablifhment of the church ; the fecond 
treats of the efience of God, and is faid 
to have been written by Saint Tefiphon; 
the fubjeót of the third is the ordina
tion of Saint James, fon of the apoftle 

S 2 Ze-
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Zebedee; the fourth, is an apology or 
harangue, written by the fame Saint 
James ; the fifth, treats on the preaching 
of the apoftles ; and the fixth of the 
tears and repentance of the apoftle Peter 
the vicar. The reader will excufe me 
if I exprefs myfelf with the fimplicity of 
the times in which the titles of Saint 
and Pope were unknown, and accord
ing to the titles of the manufcripts of 
which I am fpeaking. The feventh, 
contains the life, adts and miracles, 
of our Saviour; the eighth, treats of 
the certifying of the glorious book of 
Evangelifts ; the ninth, of the rewards 
promifed to thofe by whom the certify
ing of the Evangelifts is believed ; the 
tenth, of occult myfteries, though, in 
fadt, I know no myfteries which are not 
occult. This is the ihorteft of the ma
nufcripts, and is full of feals and a kind 
of hieroglyphics. The eleventh, is a re
lation of the great myfteries feen by 
Jacob or James on the holy mount. The 
twelfth, the foliloquy of the Holy Vir
gin ; this is a kind of apocalypfe. The 

thii’ 

thirteenth, a book of maxims concern
ing the law, and the moral condudt of 
life, by means of which may be obtained 
fecurity, and the gift of peace. The 
fourteenth, the hiftory of the famous 
feal of Solomon, concerning which the 
reader may refer to what has been writ
ten on it by Kircher. The fifteenth and 
iixteenth, treat of Divine Providence. 
The feventeeth, of the nature of Angels 
and their power. The eighteenth, has 
for its title, “ Of the Houfe of Paradife 
“ and of Hell.” The nineteenth and 
twentieth, contain the life of the apoftle 
James. The twenty-firft, is called the 
Mute; it is hoped that fome time it will 
be made to fpeak. I could give a 
long catalogue of thefe manufcripts, but 
the bull obliges me to be filent. They 
Were all declared apocryphal, becaufe 
they were found to contain feveral ex
preflions from the Alcoran : fuch as, 
“ if one of the virgins who are in Para- 
il dife lhould fpit but once into the fea, 
“ the fweetnefs of her faiiva would be 
i{ iufficient to fweeten the waters.” Six
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perfons, the moft famous for their know
ledge of the oriental languages, were 
appointed to examine thefe books of 
lead: they were the celebrated Athana- 
iius, Kircher, and John Jatino, Je- 
fuits; father Pedtorano, Anthony de 
Aguila, father Philip Guadagnolo, and 
the illuftrious Abraham Eccelenfis. Louis 
Maracero was the fifcal. or advocate ge
neral of this little council. They each 
made a tranflation feparately; and, after 
having compared them, chofe one which 
they all figned as the belt and moft faith
ful. This occafioned many difputes, be- 
caufe each pretended to the preference. 
At length, pope Innocent XI. declared, 
that on report of the arbitrators named, 
he condemned the twenty-one manu- 
fcripts ; but, what is aftonifhing, the 
relics difcovered near thefe books re
ceived the approbation of his holinefs.

The church of Nuejtra Señora de las 
.Angujlias, or our Lady of Sorrows, at 
Granada, is famous, not on account of 
the architedlure, but of the altar which 

is
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is admirable, and the chapel of the Vir
gin which contains immenfe riches; pre
cious marble, gold and fdver, are there 
accumulated in great abundance.

The church was formerly a Ample 
hermitage. In the environs is a pleafant 
walk on the banks of the Genii, where, 
a few years ago, flood an ancient elm 
which the axe ihould have refpedted: 
they who ordered the deftrudtion of it 
were deftitute of every finer fentiment 
or veneration for antiquity; this tree 
was ftill alive, and might have ferved as 
a monument, fince it was at the foot of 
it that mafs was celebrated on the 2d 
of January, 14^2, the day of the taking 
of Granada.

The Field of Martyrs is fo called, 
becaufe Ferdinand the Catholic, who 
there received the keys of the Alham
bra, dedicated it to the Chriftians who 
died for the faith in the Mafmorras, or 
fubterraneous caverns of that field, 
which, as I have already obferved, I do 

S 4 hot 
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not believe were intended for dungeons. 
The bare-footed Carmelites petitioned for 
a fmall enclofure, near the field, to build 
a chapel, of which they have made a 
confiderable convent. In their capitu
lary hall there is a painting done at the 
time, which reprefents the capitulation 
of the caftle of the Alhambra, and the 
furrender of the keys to Ferdinand. An 
infcription, at the bottom of the paint
ing, relates the circumftances,

The monks of Saint Jerome have a 
magnificent convent in Granada, founded 
by Ferdinand Gonfalves, furnamed-the 
Great Captain. The following ipfcrip- 
tion is found on the walls of the church: 
Gonzales Fernando a Cordoba, magno Hlf- 
p am arum duel, Gallorum ac 1 urcarum terrors» 
“ To Gonzales Fernand de Cordova, the 
“ Great Captain of Spain, the terror of 
“ the French and the Turks.” He is 
interred in the church, and on his 
tomb is his ftatue in a kneeling pof- 
tpre,

The
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The Carthufians have alfo a fuperb 
houfe without the city, the cellars of 
which are famous for the very old and 
excellent wine they contain.

Granada was formerly called Iliberia, 
and founded, if we will believe fome 
Writers, by Liberia, a great grand-daugh
ter of Hercules, daughter of Hifpan, and 
wife to Hefperus, a Grecian prince, and 
brother to Atalanta. Others who fup- 
port their aifertions by proofs, to the 
full as fatisfadlory, maintain that it was 
founded by Iberus, grandfon of Tuba!,, 
and that it took the name of Granada, 
or Garnata, from Nata the daughter of 
Liberia; this word being compofed of 
Gar, which, in the language of the 
time, fignified grotto, and Nata, that is, 
the grotto of Nata, becaufe that prin- 
cefs ftudied aftrology and natural hif- 
tory, and delighted in the country. It 
is certain that fuch a perfon as Nata, 
or Natayde, exifted in the firft ages of 
the foundation of Granada, and that 
in the place where the Alhambra now 

hands,
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ftands, there was a temple dedicated to 
Nativala. The date of the foundation, 
of Granada is faid to be 2808 years be
fore Chrift. We know that in the 
time of the Romans it was a municipal 
colony.

A defcription in Latin of Granada, 
fuCh as it was, in 1560, written by a 
merchant at Antwerp, named George 
Hofnahel, who travelled into Spain, is to 
be found in the work, entitled Civitates 
orbis terr arum, printed at Cologne in 1576. 
This book alfo contains a good plan of 
the city of Granada,

267

ROUTE FROM GRANADA TO 
CADIZ, BY ANTEQUERA 
AND MALAGA.

AFTER leaving Granada, we crofs 
the famous Frgw, or fiat country. This 
is a plain eight leagues wide, twenty- 
feven in circumference, and furrounded 
by high mountains which ferve it as 
ramparts. It is watered by the Genii, 
the Darro, the Monachil, the Vagro, the 
Dilar and thirty-fix fountains. There 
are few plains in the world upon which 
more human blood has been idled, iince 
it was, during feveral centuries, the 
great theatre of the obftinate wars be
tween the Spaniards and the Moors.

There is a proverb in Granada which 
fays, a quien Dios le quijo bien, en Grenada 
le dio de comer*,  which may be faid to 
be true, as far as refpecls the beauty of

* In Granada God gives all the neceflaries of 
fife to thofe by whom he is beloved,

the
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the country, the temperature of the cli
mate, and the charming fituations of 
which nature has there been prodigal.

Santa Fé, built by Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella, is two leagues from Granada. 
Whilft the Spaniards befieged that city, 
their camp having taken fire, they refolv- 
ed to form another more durable and not 
liable to the fame accident. The new 
camp has become a little city, which 
contains only two long ftreets. The 
road is agreeable, edged with great trees, 
and enclofed by green and pleafant hills.

Loxa, a confiderable town built upon 
the banks of the Genii, and at the foot 
of a mountain, is one day’s journey from 
the capital. Loxa, like. all the towns 
built by the Moors, has a good appear
ance from without; it is in a ftrong fitua- 
tion and fürrounded by inacceflible rocks. 
We ftill fee the remains of a caftle which 
ferved for its defence, and is now be
come the peaceful abode of a hermit. 
The Moors did not forefee that moil of 

their
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their palaces and fortreffes would one 
day ferve as retreats to Chriftian Ce- 
nobites: fuch, however, has been the 
fate of the edifices they have left; the 
cailles of Morviedro, Saint Philip, Gra
nada, Loxa, &c. are inhabited by monks 
and hermits.

The environs of Loxa are very fer
tile, and produce excellent fruits; the 
mountains are covered with pailurage 
and cattle.

After leaving Loxa, you crofs Mount 
Orofpeda; and in the neighbourhood of 
Archidona, a city built in the midit of 
rocks, you difcover the Pena de los Ena- 
morados: a rock which has been ren
dered famous by two lovers.

A young and handfome French knight 
was made prifoner by the Moors at the 
time they ftill poflefled Granada. His 
fine perfon and politenefs made fuch an 
impreffion on theMooriih fovereign that 
he granted him his liberty, and, for fome 

time,
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time, retained him near his perfon that 
he might enjoy the pleafures of the 
court. The king had a daughter, who 
could not fee the youthful ftranger 
without feeling for him the moil violent 
paflion. He perceived the impreffion he 
had made upon her, and the charms 
of the young princefs equally adted 
upon his heart. They found feveral 
opportunities of meeting and declaring 
the love they had for each other; but 
their happinefs was not lading, their 
mutual affedtion was difcovered, and 
fearing to become victims to the rage of 
the Mooriih monarch, they refolved to 
efcape the fame night, and go to be 
united among the Chriftians. They 
left the palace together# and were foon 
purfued; having no time to lofe, they 
climbed up a rock extremely high, but 
the people fent in purfuit of them pre- 
fcntlycame up to the place andfurround- 
ed it. The young couple, feeing no hope 
of efcaping, fell into each others arms# 
and threw themfelves from the top of 
the rock, which is ftill called the Lovers 
Rock*

After
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After travelling four leagues over 

mountains and along a very bad road we 
arrive at Antequera, a very ancient and 
confiderable city, fituated half in the 
plain and half upon a mountain. The 
ftieets are. large and the houfes well 
built.

Antequera was founded by the Moors 
on the ruins of the ancient Singilia; the 
neceffity they were under of fortifying 
themfelves againil the enemies by which 
they were lurrounded, and of always 
chufing fituations where art might eafily 
fecond nature, induced them to build at 
the extremity of this city a cattle which 
they (Lengthened as much as they 
could by means of feveral towers and 
iron bairiers. Several kinds of antique 
arms colledled by the Moors are ftill 
preferved in this cattle; there are alfo 
helmets, fuits of armour, and iron 
fhields of excellent workmanihip : fome 
of them are trebly covered with leather. 
There are alfo a great number of pikes, 
javelins, and bows and arrows.

In
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In the firft church I entered at Ante
quera I heard from every part of it the 
finging of birds. I endeavoured to dif- 
cover the habitation they had been able 
to provide themfelves in this holy and 
frequented place, when I perceived 
feveral cages, fufpended in the different 
chapels, in which larks, and canary- 
birds fing praifes to the Lord.

4

The principal church of the city has ■ 
nothing remarkable but a bad figure 
reprefenting Chrift in the mount of 
olives; it would be difficult to afcertain 
the number of hearts, arms, feet and 
thighs of filver fufpended near theftatue.

Antequera is famous from hav
ing been a long time the refidence of 
Solano, a fimple, hone'ft, and ignorant 
man, but who by the obfervations he 
had made upon the pulfe, had acquired 
knowledge fufficient not only to predict 
the crifis of a difeafe, but to determine 
the nature of it, and the hour when it 
was to be expected.

Solano
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Solano was born in the year 16855 
at Montilla, a fmall town of Andalufia, 
fix leagues from Cordova ; he ftudied 
phyfic in Granada, whence he went to 
gain practical knowledge to Illora, 
where he married at twenty feven years 
of age. His fame having reached An
tequera he fettled there as a honorary 
phyfician of the city; a place he held 
until his death, which happened on 
the 31ft of March, 1738*  Solano had 
fifteen children, feven of whom were 
males; he publiihed his Obfervations 
Upon the pulfe, in one volume in folio, 
entituled Apollonis Lapis Lydos, or the 
Touch-flone of Apollo. This work 
long remained Unknown in Spain, un
til falling into the hands of M. Nihell, 
an Èngliíh phyfician, who refided at 
Cadiz, he conceived fuch an efteem for 
the author that he made a journey to 
Antequera on purpofe to fee him; he 
flayed there two months, faw Solano’s 
practice according to the new theory, 
which Was the intent of his obfefva- 
tions, and was aftoniihed, as he him-

Vol. III. T • felf
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felf declares in the Englifh tranflation 
he gave of the work, at the truth of 
his prognoftics and the admirable cures 
he daily performed, folely from the 
knowledge he had acquired of the 
pulfe. He knew the crifis of every dif- 
order, the hour it would happen, of 
what nature it was to be, and the 
peculiar mode of treatment it required.

A relation of thefe fadts may be found 
in the work of M. Nihell, and in the 
letters of Feijoo. The work of Solano 
became a new aera in the hiftory of 
phyfic, and prepared the way for the 
ufeful refearches of M. Bordeu, Cox, 
Flemings, and Fouquet. Some phyfi- 
cians however have ftill their doubts 
as to the infallibility of Solano’s method, 
but the importance of the fubjedt cer
tainly requires that all who profefs the 
art of healing fhould take the trouble 
to examine its merits.

Antequera was taken from the Moors 
by the Infant Don Ferdinand, and at 

the

OF SPAIN. 275
■ •’the fiege of it he employed gunpowder, 

or thunder, as it is called by the ancient 
hiftoriàns. It is faid, that the Moors, 
after all fupplies of water had been cut 
off from them, digging in a fountain 
in the city, found written upon the firit 
ftone to which they came, quando eJia 
piedra Je quit ar a, entonces fc ganara Fbite- 
querrade Chrijtianos, 16 when this ftone 
is difcovered Antequera ihall be con
quered by the Chriftians.” After the 
capitulation two thoufaild eight hun
dred and fifteen perfons were all who 
went out of the city.

Two leagues from Antequera there 
is a fountain, the water of which has 
the property of curing feveral diforders, 
particularly the gravel: the following 
infcription difcovered near the place, 
proves that the virtue of the water was 
known in antiquity.

FONTI DIVING ARAM 
L POSTVMIVS. STATVLIVS. 

EX VOTO D. D. D.
It is now called, la Fuente de la piedra, 

the fountain of the ftone.
T 2 The
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The road from Antequera to Malaga 

lies principally over high mountains 
which prefent nothing agreeable to the 
eye, and after travelling four leagues 
upon the back of a mule, for there is 
no carriage road, you arrive at an Inn» 
The country now becomes agreeable*  
lefs mountainous, and more cultivated. 
The next Rage from the venta, or inn, 
is Malaga.

This is a fmall but a very ancient 
city. The Phoenicians built it feveral 
centuries before Chrift, and called it 
Malacca*,  on account of the great 
quantities of fait fiih fold there. Pto- 
lomy and Pliny give it the name of 
Malaca, and the latter adds that it be
longed to the allies of the Romans, 
Malaca cumflavio feeder atorum. Antoninus 
in his Itinerary defcribes a road from 
Caftelon to Malaca, and another from 
Malaca to Gades, or Cadiz.

* n'/O (Malaeh) Salt.

Strabo

277
Strabo fpeaks of it as a Carthaginian 

colony, very commercial and famous 
for its falted provifions.

It is at prefent a handfome city, at 
the foot of a high mountain : the port 
is fafe, and the mole ftately fupported 
by a magnificient quay. The commeice 
of Malaga is at prefent confined to the 
wines made in the country, and known 
and efteemed throughout Europe, the 
fruits of the foil, and biandies.

It is the feat of a very ancient biihop- 
ric, fuffragan to Granada. The firft 
bilhop known of it was Patricius, who 
in the year 300, affifted at the council 
of Iliberis; he had fucceffors until the 
Moors conquered Malaga. They kept 
pofleflion of the city until the year 
1487, when it was taken from them 
by Ferdinand V, who reduced it by 
famine.

The Cathedral is fpacious, well built, 
apd elegant, but the figures of the 

'p apoftles,
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apoftles, in the kind of dome which 
covers the great altar, are in a very bad 
tafte.

The façade, which is moftly of blue 
and red marble, would be tolerably 
handfome were not it diihonored by a 
ihabby bafs relief of white marble.

The inhabitants of Malaga are ex
tremely affable.

After leaving this city you are obliged 
to return to Antequera, and to crofs 
the immenfe plains you had already 
paffed. Stern is right in faying, that a 
traveller knows not what to do with a 
plain, but it is ufeful to a labourer. 
It is true he reaps the fruit of his in- 
duftry, and under this point of view 
it becomes interefting to a man of 
fenfibility.

A few leagues from Antequera you 
arrive at Roda, a little village well fitua- 
ted, and afterwards at Pedrera a con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable town. The road is even and 
agreeable and the countiy well culti
vated as far as Offuna. I never faw trees 
with fiuch pleafure as the firft I met 
with after paffing through Pedrera, fo 
melancholy had I become in the dreary 
plains of Antequera,

Offuna is a feigniory, and has not the 
title of a city; it is, however, very an
cient, and well peopled. It is faid to 
have been formerly ftrong, lefs by its 
ramparts than by a fountain in the mid
dle of it, which furnifhes water to the 
inhabitants, whilft the whole countiy, 
for eight miles round, is totally de
prived of that neceffary article. Caefar 
befieged Offuna, and was obliged to 
bring his provifions, water in particular, 
from a great diftance,

From Offuna to Puebla de Cazalla, no
thing is to be feen but uncultivated and 
marihy plains. The road is a league 
wide, which gives the traveller a great 

T 4 choice
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choice of ground. The fituation of the 
Puebla is charming.

From Puebla the road is but little 
raifed, and lies through marlhy plains, 
in which there is not fo much as a 
cottage, and the eye meets with nothing 
to repofe on except dirt and thirties, 
until you arrive at El Harrahal, a fmall 
town tolerably well built. Utrera, a 
confiderable and well peopled town, is 
four leagues from El Harrahal; and the 
road, like that from Puebla to the latter, 
lies through an uncultivated country. 
The road to its calvary is delightful; 
fhaded on one fide by an alley of great 
trees, planted without order, and on the 
other adorned by a bank of flowers and 
verdure. I pafled an hour in it, flop
ping at each crofs to gratify my fenfe of 
fuelling with the perfumes which were 
ihed upon the facred road. I afterwards 
went to fee the principal church, de? 
dicated to Saint James; it (lands upon 
a kind of hill, furrounded by a terrace, 
agreeable from its fituation; but it is 

op
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ornamented in an abfurd manner, fuch 
as with death heads and menacing in- 
fcriptions againft finners. In truth, I 
know not what to think of certain 
hypochondriacal enthufiails; life is a 
cup full of bitternefs, and they fear, 
leafl it fhould not have a fufficient 
quantity of gall.

The common church is very ordi
nary ; but contains feveral chapels richly 
decorated, and, among others, that of 
the SantiJJimo Chrifto, the altar of which 
js of filver. I faw many people proilrate 
before this chapel; to fuch a degree 
does a filver altar infpire devotion.

Utrera has a magnificent fquare, fur- 
rounded with elegant houfes, all the 
windows of which have iron balconies.

The fame plains continue from Utrera 
to Las Cabezas: but become much more 
dangerous, efpecially in winter, by the 
deep marihes with which they are co
vered.

Ct"*
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Cabezas is a confiderable village, built 
on a hill at the beginning of a chain 
of mountains. It contains feveral ruins, 
which fufficiently prove it mu ft have 
been formerly a great city. The device 
of the village is: non fe hace nada nel con- 

Jejo del rey fenza Cabezas : nothing is done 
in the king’s council without good 
heads; a motto alluding to the name of 
the village, Cabezas, or heads, but not 
always true. A little farther on is the 
Venta of Alcantarilla, near a village 
whence it takes its name. Not far from 
this inn the Romans built a bridge, 
which is ftill remaining, to pafs the 
marihes formed by the Guadalquivir. 
It was ihut in at each end by a gate, 
over which were two high towers. This 
bridge is faid to have been formerly or
namented with magnificent columns of 
green jafper, which at prefent decorate 
the great altar of the cathedral of Se
ville.

' I

Two leagues from Alcantarilla the 
• marihes difappear, and the road to Xeres 

de
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de la Frontera lies through a fertile and 
well cultivated country. Xeres is a con
fiderable city, fituated upon the bank of 
the Guadalete, contains about fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants, and is in general 
well built. Antiquarians fay, it was the 
ancient AJla Regia; but it feems more 
probable that it was built upon the ruins 
of that city.

The country is extremely fertile and 
famous for-its white wine, much efteemed 
throughout Europe, and of which a 
great quantity is fent to the Indies. In 
the city there are a great number of 
nobility, and feveral very eminent com
mercial houfes. Near Xeres, in 712, 
the famous battle which decided the 
fate of Spain, was fought and loft, by 
Roderic, the laft king of the Gothic 
race. The battle was fo decifive, that 
it occafioned the total ruin of that 
people, and left Spain, during feveral 
centuries, in poifeilion of the con
querors.

Two
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Two leagues from Xeres is Port Saint 

Mary, a town fituated in a very pleafant 
plain, at the mouth of the river Gua- 
dalete. It is a large, rich, and popu
lous place, but without any kind of 
fortification; the ftreets are wide and 
contain many elegant houfes. It may 
be faid to be one of the handfomeft 
towns in Spain. The principal church 
is a beautiful building, adorned with 
feveral ftatues of bronze, finely fculp- 
tured. The environs are extremely plea- 
fant, and perfumed by the fragrance of 
the orange groves. The walk, called 
the Alanceda, is planted with trees im
penetrable to the rays of the fun, and 
embellifhed with feveral fountains. The 
fp rings of port Saint Mary are excellent, 
and furniih fupplies to the city of Cadiz, 
of which the water is fo brackiih it is 
unfit to drink. The freih water of 
Saint Mary is fent to Cadiz in boats, and 
when the north wind prevents thefe 
from venturing out, that city is deprived 
of one of the principal neceflarics of 
life.

• Port
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Port Saint Mary is fituated oppofite 

Cadiz, and from the mole the town and 
the bay may be diftinCtly feen, as the 
diftance is only about two leagues. Boats, 
however, are frequently loft in paffing; 
and the failors never fail, when they 
reach the bar, to pray the fouls in pur
gatory to intercede for them, which 
prayer is always followed by a collec
tion.

The mole of Saint Mary is large. It 
is a magnificent terrace of wood, near 
a hundred feet fquare, projecting into 
the fea, and furrounded by a baluftrade, 
and commodious feats. You defeend to 
the water by three large fteps, and here 
embark for Cadiz, after having been 
fearched; which fearching is repeated 
when the boat or veffel has gotten fome 
hundred paces out to fea; notwithftand- 
ing which, the traveller is again fearched 
on entering the bay, and again, for the 
fourth time, on his arrival at the gate 
of Cadiz. This vexatious practice is no 
where more frequent than in Spain, 

and 
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and efpecially at Cadiz. Government 
keeps in pay a number of wretched mer
cenaries, who, for the value of half a 
crown, would fuffer all the fmugglers oh 
earth to pafs them unnoticed, while they 
are fcrupuloufly careful to empty the 
pockets of every honeft man. In all the 
towns in Spain this tax is impeded on 
delicacy, both on entering and leaving 
them. The traveller muft not refufe a 
prefent to the guards of the cuftom- 
houfe, if he wilhes to avoid being 
fearched, infulted, and delayed. The 
molt infolent among thefe greedy re
tainers to the revenue are thofe of Ca
diz; they have the impudence, if you 
only pafs the gate of the city to go to 
the pier, to afk you for fomething to 
drink, in a tone and manner which very 
plainly fignifies, “give, or wre will fearch 
you/’ The government ought to pay at
tention to this petty tyranny and ex
tortion, 'which is the more offenfive 
fince it is exercifed by the very dregs 
of the nation.

s8| ;

C A D I

CADIZ, was not lefs famous in an» 
tiquity than after it became the general 
ftaple of commerce from Spain to the 
Indies.

The Phoenicians had no fooner landed 
in Spain than they founded a city, 
which they named Gade^, (or enclofuie) 
upon that tongue of land which the 
Greeks believed to be the weftern ex» 
tremity of the world.

This place became very powerful un- 
der the empire of the Romans. They 
embellilhed it with feveral temples,.and, 
if the ancients may be believed, the ce
remonies and dogmas of religion had 
there a more fublime meaning than, in 
the reft of the world : altars were dedi
cated to the year, the months, to in- 
duftry, the divinity of commerce, and, 
what is ftill more furprifing, in a city 

founded
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founded by the love of gain, Gades 
contained the ftatue and temple of po
verty. The temple of Hercules, built 
by the .Phoenicians, was the molt fa
mous ; it was there he Vanquifhed the 
triple Geryon. The great antiquity of 
the temple gave rife to fabulous tales. 
Among the numerous columns with 
which it was decorated there were two 
of brafs, upon which unknown cha
racters were engraved. Some authors 
aifert, that thefe characters only re-1 
corded the fum of money expended iri 
building the temple. According to the 
Roman hiitorians, it was near the fame 
place that Julius Cæfar found that fta
tue of Alexander, which inspired his 
ambition with fuch bitter complaints. 
No facrifice of animals was made in this 
temple; nothing but incenfe was burned 
within the walls : and by an inftitutiori, 
not remarkable for pôlitenefs and diffi
cult to be explained, Women and fwiné 
were forbidden to enter it. The prieft, 
who offered up the facrifice, was to be 
chafte, to have his head fhaved, his 

feet 
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feet bare, and his robe tucked up. Some 
authors pretend that there was no ftatue 
in the temple, not even that of the Di
vinity, to which it was dedicated. By 
Hercules the Phoenicians meaned to in
dicate the almighty, power of the Su
preme Being *.

) ■
The fmall peninfula on which Cadiz 

is fituated, embraces a very confiderable 
extent of the fea, and with its two ex
treme points, called Los Puntales, forms 
a noble bay, the work of Nature, wdiich 
is about three leagues long and two 
broad. Its entrance is in breadth a fliort 
league, or, according to father Labal, 
only five hundred toifes. The two 
points appear contrived exprefsly to de
fend the bay.

The town of Cadiz occupies the nor
thern part of this projection of land, ’A

* Sed nulla effigies fimulacraque nota deorum, 
Majeftate locum et facra implevere timore.

Sil. Ital. 

andUVol. III.
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and is at prefent much larger and hand- 
fomer than when father Labal faw it. 
He compares it to Bayonne for fize, but 
for populoufnefs it cannot enter into 
comparifon with this latter city. Its 
form is nearly fquare, and Nature feems 
particularly to have defigned it for a 
place of ftrength. On the fouth fide 
it is rendered inacceffible by the fea, 
from the heigh th and fteepnefs of the 
fhore : on the land fide it is defended by 
two ftrong baftions; and to the north, 
by feveral fand banks and very dan
gerous rocks. The point which runs 
out toward the weft, and which was 
called the World’s End, is defended by 
a fort, named Saint Sebaftian, which 
covers the entrance of the bay; and on 
the eaft fide it is protected by the caftle 
of Saint Philip.

The ftreets of Cadiz are broad, ftraight, 
and at prefent almoft all paved with a 
lame white and fmooth ftone, which 
care has been taken to cut in fuch a 
manner as to prevent the horfes and 

mules
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fnules from flipping. The houfes are 
large, commodious, cool, and well con
trived r and the number of merchants, 
of the moft extenfive connexions and 
immenfe property, who refide there, 
can fcarcely be imagined; in fa 61, the 
whole city is engaged ill trade.

Cadiz contains feveral regular fquares; 
the largeft is that of Saint Antonio ; 
but what is, perhaps, equally remark
able, is the church of that name, which 
formerly was only a fimple hermitage. 
But during the plague of 1648, the fta- 
tue of the faint having frequently been 
at the trouble of leaving his niche to 
go and heal the fick in the city, the 
grateful inhabitants thought they could 
do no lefs than build him a handfome 
church, which is now become the church 
of one of the parifhes.

The Francifcans, or Recollets, fettled 
themfelves at Cadiz in the year 1608. 
They had at firft only a very fmall houfe 
in the fquare de la Verde Crux, (or of the 

U 2 green 
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green crofs) but they have now given their 
name to the ftreet which they inhabit 
Their prefent flourilhing Rate is to be 
afcribed to the Holy Virgin and a French 
merchant, named Peter Ifaac, who en
tered into partnership with the queen 
of heaven for the management of a bu- 
fmefs by which he gained fourteen thou- 
iand ducats. Ifaac was honeft enough to 
carry to the Francifcans the ihare due to 
the Virgin, and afterward made them a 
prefent of his own part of the profits, 
for the pleafure of being buried in the 
church of thefe good fathers, who thus 
obtained the whole fum.

SEVILLE.

THE ancient name of this city was 
Hijpalls, which name was preferved to 
it by the Latins. The Goths from Hif- 
palis made Hifpalia; but the Arabians, 
who came after them, not pronouncing 
the p, called it Ixbilla, of which the Caf- 
talians have made Sevilla. Arias Montano 
derives the nameH^Z« from the Phce- 
nician word Spala or Spila, which in that 
language fignifies plain 01 field or vei 
dure, whence the feveral names Hifpal, 
IJpalis, Spalls, and Spalenjis, given to Se
ville, are derived. The Romans granted 
it the privileges of a Roman colony, and 
called it Julia Romula, or little Rome.

Hercules is faid to have been the 
founder of Seville, and the opinion is 
fo general, that it is current among the 
common people by long tradition; it is 
even infcribed on the gates of the city . 
it is true Caefar is given to Hercules as a 

U3 com-
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companion. Over the gate called the 
Came, becaufe it leads to the ihambles, 
is the following infcription :
CondiditAlcides, renovavit Julius urbem, 
ReilituitChriftoFernandus tertius heros.

Thefe two Latin verfes are paraphrafed 
in the Caftilian tongue, over the gate 
of Xeres.

Hercules me edifice, 
Julio-Cefar me cerco 

de muro y torres alias 
y el rey fanto me gano 

con Garel Perez de Vargas *.

Over an ancient painting of Seville 
were tfcefe words:

Ab Hercule et Cafare 
nabllltas,

A fe ipfa jidelitas.

* Hercules founded me. Julius Caefar furrounde4 
me with walls and high towers. The holy king 
conquered me with Garci Perez de Vargas,

There
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There ftill remain in Seville feveral 
ftatues of Hercules and Caelar, befides 
that fupported by two antique columns 
at the Alameda. Of the forty-three 
Hercules, mentioned in hiftory or fable, 
two came into Spain ; one was a Lybian, 
the other from Thebes. The latter 
came to Cadiz with the Argonauts, 
and went thence to Gibraltar, wheie he 
founded a city, which he called Heraclea. 
This Hercules came about a thoufand 
years after the other, fo famous for his 
twelve labours, his ftrength and couiage. 
It remains to be known which of the 
two founded Seville,
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CORDOUA.
T H E city of Cordova is very anci

ent : it was illnftrious in the time of 
the Romans, and known by the name 
of Corduba and Colonia Patricia; the name 
of Patricia only was frequently given to 
it, as appears from feveral coins, and 
from an infcription on an antique mar
ble, now a holy water pot in the church 
of Saint Marina.

D. M. S.
M. LVCRETIVS. VERNA. PATRI 

CIENSIS. ANN. LV.
PIVS. INSVOS. H.E.S. SIT. T.T. 

LEVIS.

This city has preferved nothing of its 
ancient grandeur, except a vaft enclo- 
fure filled with houfes half in ruins; 
and the famous mofque, built by Abdal- 
rahman in the eighth century. This 
monument is really worthy of the atten
tion of the curious. After the conqueft 
of Cordoua it was converted into a ca

thedral, 
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thedral, and not more than half of it 
now exifts; but fuch as it is, nothing 
would equal its magnificence were the 
height proportioned to the extent.

As I was walking in the cathedral, I 
obferved a grave newly dug, which was 
not more than a foot and a half deep. 
I was curious to know for whom it was 
intended, and foon heard the finging of 
priefts, and perceived a few lights, and 
a long cafe covered with a black cloth. 
The bier was opened, and within it I 
faw a corpfe covered with rags, and the 
feet in a pair of torn fhoes: in this Rate 
it was put into the grave. I was afto- 
nifhed that a perfon apparently in fuch 
wretched circumftances ihould be in
terred in the cathedral, and (till more 
fo, that in a climate fo warm as that 
of Cordoua, the body ihould be laid no 
deeper than a foot and a half from the 
furface of the earth. With refpedt to 
his poverty, I was told that he died at 
the hofpital; but, being of the confra
ternity of fouls, he had a right to be 

interred
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interred in that place ; and as to the 
ihallownefs of the grave, it was the 
cuftom.

The ancient palace of the Moors has 
Teen converted into ftables, in which 
an hundred Andalufian horfes are ufu- 
ally kept. Their genealogy is carefully 
preferved; the name and age of each is 
written over the place in which he 
ftands, and, as the horfes are very fpi- 
rited, their hinder feet are fattened down 
to iron rings fixed to a ftaple in the 
ground ; but notwithftanding this con- 
finement they ihew all their vivacity. 
The mares are kept in the environs of 
Cordoua, and, in the proper feafon, the 
horfes are taken to them; the foal al
ways receives the name of the dam. 
Among the Andalufian horfes, thofe of 
the kingdom of Jaen, and efpecially 
the environs of Baeza are moft ef- 
teemed. The horfes of Andalufia are 
naturally chafte, and there is nothing to 
fear in putting them near mares; but 
after they have once known them, they 

are
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are very difficult to reduce 
dience.

All who have written oil Cordoua 
have called it the mother of men of 
genius. In the firtt ages after the foun
dation of this city, it pofieffed a univer- 
fity, in which all the fciences were cul
tivated ; Strabo fays, the ancient books 
of the Turdetani, their poetry and their 
laws, written in verfe, were here pre- 
ferved.

/
Under the Romans this univerfity was 

not lefs celebrated for philofophy, mo
rality, and the art of oratory: it had 
alfo a Greek profeiforihip. The elder 
Seneca, who wrote the art of perfuafion ; 
Lucius Annaeus Seneca, preceptor to Ne
ro ; Gallio, a famous orator; Acilius Luca- 
nus, celebrated for his eloquence, grand
father to the poet Lucan ; Portias La- 
dro, whofe art of rhetoric rendered him 
as famous in Rome as in Cordoua, and 
of whofe works there remains to us only 
Pne harangue; Manelus, matter of the 

elder 
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elder Seneca; Lucan, well known by 
his Pharfalia; Seneca, furnamed the 
tragedian, to diftinguifh him from the 
philofopher ; and Seneca, the hiftorian, 
who wrote the abridgement of the Ro
man hiftory, known by the name of the 
Epitome of Floras, all ftudied there. 
Cicero, in his oration for the poet Ar- 
cliia, mentions feveral famous poets of 
Cordoua who went to Rome, and among 
others Sextilius Henna, of whofe writ
ings there remains but one elegy, in 
which he laments the death of the Ro
man orator.

The Moors preferved to the univerfity 
of Cordoua the reputation it had ac
quired; Avempace and Algazel, philo
fophers, of whom Saint Thomas makes 
mention, profeffed morality there. Ali- 
albohacen and Aliaben-Ragel, men of 
profound erudition among the Arabians, 
were brought up in it. Abenzual, fur- 
named the Wife, a great aftrologer, 
philofopher and phyfician, took leifons 
there, and it was within the fame walls 

that
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that the thirty philofophers and phyiL 
cians, who compofed and put in order 
the works known under the name of 
Avicenna, were formed: this is con
firmed by Garalai, by which prince they 
were fuppofed to have been written, 
becaufe they were dedicated to himo 
Amongft the learned Moors, to whom 
Cordoua gave birth, were Albermarcar, 
Abramo and Mefalco, phyficians, aftro- 
logers and philofophers: Ralhez AL 
manzor, known by a number of curious 
medical works, and the hiftory he wrote 
of the conqueft of Spain; Averroes, 
called, by way of eminence, the Com
mentator ; and Aben Regid, who wrote 
the work, intitled, Of the divifion and 
contjueft of Spain.
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LA MANCHA.

THE firft village in this country 
famous for the amours and adventures 
of Don Quixote, is El Vizo. The firft 
women I faw there appeared to me hand- 
fome and well made, and I obferved that 
the drefs and manners, which Cervantes 
has fo well defcribed in his inimitable 
work, are ftill to be found in that dif- 
tridl. There is no labourer nor young 
female peafant who is not well ac
quainted with Don Quixote and Sancho ; 
and in the Vent a of ¡^uejada, there is a 
well wzhich ftill bears his name, that 
being the place where the valorous 
knight is fuppofed to have palled the 
whole night under arms. Such is the 
fate and reward of men of genius: their 
works -acquire fame, and have their mo
numents even in the country of the 
authors.

El
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El Vifo is a confiderable village. The 
young women are employed in fpinning 
the fineft wool of the country, and, after 
getting the yarn died of feveral colours, 
make it into garters extremely well 
wrought, and ornamented with witty 
devices. Vai de Penas, four leagues from 
Vifo, is another confiderable village fa
mous for its red wine, which is the belt 
and moil wholefome in Spain : it is 
much efteemed in Madrid, and ferved 
at the king’s table. The environs of 
this village are well cultivated, and the o
road is good and even to Manzanares, 
a little village, in which I remarked the 
livelinefs for which La Mancha is fo 
celebrated.

This is the moil chearful country in 
Spain ; the inhabitants are affable, and 
great lovers of mufic and dancing: the 
women are tall, well made, and have 
handfome features. A player upon the 
guittar, and a finger of feguidillas are 
perfons in great requeft in this part of 
the country. The girls, young men, 

and
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and married women affemble at the firft 
found of the inftrument; the concourfe 
is generally at the Pojada, as the moft 
convenient and extenfive place; the belt 
voices fmg feguidillas, and the blind 
accompany them upon their inftruments. 
The ftranger is aftoniihed at feeing a 
labourer in the drefs of Sancho, and 
wearing a broad leathern girdle, become 
an agreeable dancer, and perform all his 
fteps with grace, precifion and meafure. 
The women befides have a Meneo, as it 
is called, or a certain rapid movement, a 
flexibility, a yielding attitude, fuch vo
luptuous poftures and fteps fo languish
ing, graceful, varied and juft, that 
while feeing a pretty woman dance, a 
philofopher would find his wifdom trou- 
blefome.

La Mancha is the province of Spain 
in which the inhabitants fing and dance 
the moft : their fongs and feguidillas 
are peculiar to that part of the king
dom ; and it is to be remarked, that to 
finging and dancing the Manchegas add 

the
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ihe merit of poetry. The Seguidillas 
compofed in French are in much ef- 
teem throughout all Spain. Moft of 
them are voluptuous; and turn on the 
fubjedt of love or abfence. Some are 
fatirical. The fentiments of feveral 
which I have heard repeated were deli
cate and poetically expreffed.

. . . . •• .. uJlTj

The cinnabar mine of Almaden, which, 
according to Mr. Bowles, is the richeft 
of the kind yet found, the moft curious 
for its properties, and one of the moft 
ancient that has ever been worked, is 
in La Mancha. The church, and a great 
part of the village of Almaden, which 
contains upwards of three hundred 
houfes, were built from the produce 
of the cinnabar, and all the inhabitants 
fubfift by the mine. The exhalations 
of the mercury are not dangerous to 
men, animals, or plants, as has been 
fuppofed; the galley llaves fent to 
work the mine, are robuft and healthy, 
though feveraly among them are wicked 
enough to feign being ill of the palfey.

Vol. III. X Each
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Each of thefe coils the bate twenty
pence a day, and there is not a labourer 
in Almaden who has not offered to do 
more work for half the price.

The direction of the mountain is from 
north-eaft to fouth-weft. M. de Juillet 
has given a very good defcription of the 
furnaces ufed to extradl the mercury ; 
which is inferted in the Memoirs of the 
Academy of Sciences for the year 17*9*  
The invention of thefe furnaces is due to 
•a Spaniard, Don Juan Alfonfo de Bufla- 
mante, and they are at prefent ufed in 
Hungary. Five or fix thoufand quintals 
of mercury are annually produced fiom 
the mine of Almaden, a part of which 
is ufed in extracting filver from the 
mines of Mexico. The Spaniards firft 
difcovered and employed this fimple 
and ingenions means in 1566, in the 
diftriCls where wood was fcarce. It is 
true, that before that time, the gold 
mines of Hungary were worked with 
amalgama. The Spaniards contrived to 
render a mineral ftone, in which the 

metal
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metal was imperceptible, into impalpa
ble powder, and to form from it maifes 
of twenty-five quintals; afterwards to 
mix it with green copperas and lime, 
reduced alfo to very fine powder, a 
certain quantity of Water; and thirty 
pounds of mercury, in diitirtCl portions; 
and not all at once. The mafs formed 
of thefe different fubftances is fre
quently ftirred, and the fixed alkali of 
the lime being diifolved by the motion, 
adts upon the acids of the fait and cop
peras. This aCtion produces a fermen
tation and violent heat, which deftroy 
the particles of iron or copper that may 
be in the mine; and the imperceptible 
particles bf filver efcape from the prifon 
in which they are fhut up, and unite 
with the mercury, which amalgamates 

• with them. This mixture forms the 
pafte which in Mexico is called Pina. 
By thefe means about two ounces of 
filver per quintal are extradied from the 
mine, which in the common method 
would not produce a fufficiency to pay 
for the working. The exact quantity

X 2 of
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of mercury loft in the operation is not 
afcertained; the moil probable opinion 
is, that as many ounces of mercury are 
loft as there are ounces of filver ex
tracted, and the pound of mercury de
livered at Mexico cofts nearly as much 
as an ounce of filver.

At a few leagues from Manzanares is 
the little village of Villa-Harta, where it 
has been pretended that the river Guadi
ana runs under ground fo rfeveral miles, 
and that the road lies over it, which it 
is afterted gave occafion to a Spaniard, 
who was a ilave in Africa, to fay, that 
his king was one of the moil powerful 
monarchs in the world, and that among 
other wonders to be found in his do
minions, there was a bridge feven 
leagues long. But this bridge is a meie 
fable, according to the beft geogra
phers, who affure us that the Guadiana 
does not really flow underground, but 
only' runs between the windings of 
fome high mountains which conceal it 
from the fight for a confiderable dis

tance,
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tance, after which it again appears at 
the lakes called Los ojos de la Guadiana, 
or the eyes of the Guadiana.

At the diftance of a league from 
Toledo there is a charming meadow 
on the banks of the Tagus, planted 
with feveral groups of trees; the mea
dow is called La Huerta del Rey, the 
King’s Garden. The Moorifti kings, 
when they were in poffeffion of Toledo, 
had a pleafure houfe there.

TOLEDO.

THE origin of Toledo is uncertain. 
According to Silva in his enquiry con
cerning the manner in which Spain was 
peopled, fome Jews eftabliihed them- 
felves in the place where Toledo now 
ftands 540 years before Chrift, and 
called the city they founded Loledatb, 
which in their language fignifies mother 
of the people. This origin is equally noble 
and doubtful.

X 3 We
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We know that Toledo was a Roman 
polony, and made the deppfitory of th$ 
treafures fent to Rome.

From the Romans it paffed under the 
dominion of the Goths, Leovigild re- 
fided there, and embelliihed the city, 
which became more confiderable under 
his fucceffors.

The Moors took Toledo in 714, and 
reigned there until the year 1085, when 
it was taken from them by Alphonfo VI. 
who Riled himfelf emperor of Toledo, 
whence it took, and has preferved the 
title of royal and imperial.

The town houfe called deljtyuntamiento, 
is near the palace of the archbifhop; 
its elegant architecture, faid to be by 
Dominico Greco, is not in any refpeCt 
inferior to that of the fineft edifices in 
Toledo. The columns are doric and 
ionic, and the towers and other orna
ments by which they are accompanied,, 
are worthy the examination of connoif- 

feurs. 

feurs. The following verfes are infcribed 
on the wall of the Rair-cafe.

Nobles difcretos varones 
^ue gobernais a ’Toledo, 
En aquejlos ejcalones 
Defechad las aficiones, 
Codicias, amor, y miedo; 
Por los comunes provecbos
Dexad los particulares:
Pues vos fieso dios pilares 
De tan altijjimos techos, 
EJlad firmes y derechos.*

Toledo, as is well known, was for
merly famous for the exquifite temper 
of the fword blades made there; and 
the genuine ones that Rill remain are 
fold at an exorbitant price. It is faid, 
that the fecret of hardening them has

* Noble and judicious men who govern Toledo, 
leave your paffions on this flair-cafe; leave there love, 
fear, and the defire of gain. For the public benefit 
forget every private intereft, and ferve God: he 
has made you tire pillars of this auguft palace, be 
ever firm and upright.

X 4 been
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been again recovered, and experiments 
have been made with blades lately fabri-? 
rated there, which feem to juftify this 
aflertion. When one of thefe has un
dergone the operation of tempering, if 
it is in the leaft notched by ftriking 
with it feveral violent blows on an iron 
head-piece it is rejedted. Almoft all 
that are made here, it is faid, will 
ftand this proof.

Two centuries ago Toledo contained 
more than two hundred thoufand in
habitants, but at prefent it fcarcely 
has thirty thoufand. When a houfe 
falls to decay it is never rebuilt; and in 
twenty years more this city will be 
little elfe than a heap of ruins.

Toledo is built upon rocks, and com
manded by eminences, which feem to 
prefent the image of fterility; yet, in 
the midil of thefe precipices, the tra
veller finds, to his furprife, feveral fer
tile and charming fituations, murmur
ing ft-reams, and verdant retreats, im

penetrable 
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penetrable to the burning rays of the 
fun. Thefe places are called Cigarrales; 
the road to them is rough and fatigue- 
ing, but when we have furmounted 
the difficulties of arriving at them, we 
are not eafily induced to quit them.

From Toledo it is a day’s journey to 
Madrid. The road lies through feveral 
large towns, of which Getafa is the 
laft and the moft confiderable.

MADRID.

MADRID was long only an obfcure 
town, appertaining to the archbiihops 
of Toledo; but while fo many flouriih- 
ing and illuftrious cities, enjoying every 
advantage of iituation, have funk into 
deferted villages, this town, built in a 
fterile and ungrateful foil, has become 
one of the fined cities in Europe.

On
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On approaching Madrid, nothing an
nounces to the traveller that he is near 
the capital of the Spanifh monarchy. 
The inns within two leagues of that 
city are equally dirty and deftitute of all 
conveniences with thofe in every other 
part of the kingdom. The foil appears 
barren, and without either trees or ver
dure. But on arriving at the banks 
of the Manzanares, a luperb and ex
tremely neceflary bridge, though it has 
been ridiculed by the queftion, “ where 
is the river ? ” notifies the vicinity of 
the royal refidence. This bridge is 
about a thoufand paces in length*,  
and, at the beginning, about twenty- 
two in breadth, though it narrows to
wards the center, where it is not more 
than twelve. It is built of cut ftones, 
and has a parapet breaft high. The 

* MiHepas-, Mr. Twifs fays, it is fix hundred 
and ninety-five feet long, and thirty-two broad : 
it has nine arches. The bridge of Toledo, which, 
according to the fame traveller, is the finejl, has 
alfo nine arches, and is three hundred and eighty 
feet long, and thirty-fix broad.
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gate of the city which leads to it is called 
the gate of Segovia,from which the bridge 
has taken its name. It was built under 
Phillip II, after thp defigns of the 
famous John de Herrera. The bridge 
of Toledo, wfiich is much more mo
dern, cannot compare with it for beauty, 
as it is ornamented in an extravagant 
tafte with arches, as are the greater 
part of the bridges of Spain.

Almoft all the ftreets of Madrid are 
ftraight, wide, clean, and well paved. 
The largeit and moil: frequented are the 
ftreet of Alcala, that of Atocha, that of 
Toledo, and the Calle grande, or great 
ftreet. Madrid has alfo feveral fquares, 
which, in general, are not very regular, 
The principal are thofe of San Joachim, 
Sol, Lafganitas, San Domingo, La 
Cevada, and the Plaza Mayor. The 
latter efpecially deferves notice for its 
fpacioufnefs and regularity, and the 
elegant and lofty houfes it contains. It 
is fifteen hundred and thirty-fix feet 
in circuit. The houfes, of which there 

are
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are a hundred and thirty-fix, are of five 
flories, ornamented with balconies, the 
firft of which, fupported by pillars, 
form a piazza round the fquare, where 
the inhabitants may walk under cover. 
In the midle of the fquare a market is 
kept.

The fleets and fquare? of Madrid, 
except the Plaza Mayor, which I have 
juft defcribed, are ornamented with 
fountains in a very ill tafte. Thofe 
moft to be diftinguiihed in this par- 
ticular, are the fountain of the fmall 
irregular fquare called Plaza di Antonio 
Martin, and that of the fquare named 
Puerta del Sol. The others are not 
more magnificent though lefs ridiculous. 
The water of all thefe fountains is 
excellent; and the air of Madrid, 
though the weather be variable and 
■uncertain, extremely pure. It was this 
purity of the air and excellent quality 
of the water which induced Philip II, 
and his fucceffors to fix their refidenee 
in this city.

The
4
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'The houfes are, in general, built of 

brick ; there are feveral which are large 
and handfome ; but I found few that 
are to be compared to the elegant edifices 
of the Rue Grenelle, or the Fauxbourg 
St. Honoré, at Paris.

The city of Madrid contains fifteen 
gates, eighteen parifhes, thirty-five 
convents of monks, and thirty-one of 
nuns; thirty-nine colleges,' hofpitals, 
or houfes of charity; feven thoufand 
three hundred and ninety-eight dwel
ling houfes, and about a hundred and 
forty thoufand inhabitants. The Lom
bard traveller, father Caimo, tells us, 
that fifty thoufand fheep, and twelve 
thoufand oxen are annually confirmed 
there; to which his editor has added a 
ludicrous eftimate of the onions and leeks 
devoured there, which he fays, amount to
'970000000000000000000000000000045.
But this writer would not at prefent 
■have any reafon to complain of the 
difagreeable fmells of the ftreets, nor

would
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would he find all the perfumes of Ara
bia neceflary to defend himfelf front 
them.

The environs of Madrid prefent the 
traveller with nothing agreeable except 
the banks of the Manzanares, where he 
finds fhade, coolnefs, and verdure ; for 
what is called LasDelicias (the delights) 
on the fide of the gate of Mocha, is 
little deferving of the name, as the moft 
offenfive fmell continually exhales front 
a ftagnant canal, called the canal of Man
zanares, which has long been begun,- 
but is not yet near finiihed. It cannot 
be denied but it would be of confiderable 
utility for the facilitation of conveyance, 
and would work feveral mills which have 
been built on its banks ; but its waters 
will always have fo little motion that 
there is too much caufe to fear they 
might give birth to fevers and putrid 
difeafes in the four or five leagues of 
country through which they are to take 
their languid courfe.

academies.
THERE are four academies in Ma

drid. The firft is the Spaniih academy 
founded in 1714, in imitation of the 
French academy, and confifting of twen
ty-four members, including the prefi- 
dent. Its device is a crucible on burn
ing coals, with the motto, limita, fixa, y 
da efiplendor ; it purifies, fixes, and gives 
luftre. Its firft object was the compi
lation of a dictionary of the Spaniih lan
guage, which was publiihed in fix vo
lumes folio, and of which a new edition 
is now preparing. The letters A and B 
have already appeared, and contain four 
thoufand more words than in the for
mer edition ; and the letter C will re
ceive ftill greater additions. The fame 
academy is alfo employed on a fuperb 
edition of Don Quixote, adorned with 
elegant engravings, and collated with all 
the former editions.

The
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The fecond is the academy of hiltory^ 
which owes its origin to a fociety of in
dividuals, the object of whofe meetings 
was to preferve and illuftrate the hifto- 
rical monuments of the kingdom of 
Spain. Their labours met the approba
tion of Philip V. who, in 1738, con
firmed their ftatutes by a royal cedula. 
This academy con fills of twenty-four 
members, including the prefident, fe- 
cretary, and cenfor. Its device is a river 
at its fource ; and the motto, In pairiam 

populumque jluit.

The other two academies are the aca
demy of the fine arts, painting, fculp- 
ture, and architedture ; and the academy 
of Medicine. The latter is held in nd 
great eiteem.

TheEngliih reader may not, perhaps, 
be difpleafed with a relation of what 
palled in the academy of hiltory at Ma
drid, on the fubject of Dr. Robertfon s 
Hiltory of America. This work was re
ceived in the manner it deferved, and 

great
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great praifes were bellowed on the au
thor for having fpoken with more mo
deration than others of the cruelties ex- 
ercifed by the firlt Spaniards in the 
new world. A tranllator was chofen 
from among the members of the aca
demy, that the hiltory of Dr. Robertfon 
might be known throughout the whole 
kingdom of Spain, and become, if I may 
fo fpeak, a national book. M. Campo- 
manes was defired to write to this re- 
fpeétable hiltorian in the name of the 
academy, and to inform him that he was 
admitted a member, as a proof of their 
acknowledgement, and of the eiteem 
they had for his work. M. Campoma- 
nes, accordingly wrote to Dr. Robertfon- 
the following letter.

Vol. III. Y pa
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“ Muí Señor mio, feria inútil eften- 
ii der me en manìfejlar a V. ,S. quanta 
< ‘ efim.acion hacen los Efpanoles literatos 
Éí de fus obras, y los motivos que me obli
ti gan a efcrivir efta carta. Defpues de 
“ haver efcrito a V. S. la hiftoria de fu 
“ patria con tanta concijion y acierto, em- 
“ prendró la de Carlos en la mas deli- 
“cada crifis de Europa; defempeño la 
“ V. S. con admiración común, penetran- 
“ do las mayores arcanos de la coniti- 
“ tucion de nueítra Monarchia Efpag- 
Sí noia. Però que mucho a vifta de fu 
« excellente difcurfo fobre el gobierno 
44 feudal defde la decadencia del impe- 
« rio Occidental halla el tiempo del 
“ mifmo Carlos ? En el fe ven defem- 
“ bueltas por otro afpeéto aquellas par- 
“ ticulares coítumbres que mefclaron la 
“ Barbarie Tartara con un defprecio 
“ alto de los vencindos ; y un defcuido 
“ de todas las clafes de los pueblos, a 
“ excepción de pocas privilegiadas. Nin- 
46 gun verdadero amor a las artes, y un 
44 general abandono de las inveftigaci-

44 ones

OF SPAIN.

“SIR,
“IT appears to me unneceflary to 

44 inform you of the folid and merited 
44 efteem which every well informed 
44 Spaniard has for your works, or of the 
44 motives by which I am induced to 
44 write to you. After having written 
44 with precifion, truth, and an accuracy 
44 equally admirable and worthy of you, 
44 the hiftory of your own country, 
44 you undertook, in that of Charles V. 
44 to defcribe the moil delicate crifis in 
44 which Europe ever was fituated. In 
44 this work you acquitted yourfelf in 
44 fuch a manner as to gain general ad- 
44 miration; you penetrated the molt 
44 profound fecrets of our monarchy. 
44 But what ihall I fay of your excellent 
44 difcourfe on the feodal government, 
;ts from the decline of the empire of the 
44 weft to the age of Charles V ? In this 
44 we fee new light thrown upon thofe 
44 peculiar manners which the Barba- 
Si rians in their proud contempt for the 

Yz 44 van-
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44 ones útiles, fubftituyendo en fu lugar
44 las futilezas efcolafticas, diétadas en 
44 las celdas de los Solitarios o cenovitas, 
44 y traíladadas defpues a las Univerfida- 
“ des literarias. Es cierto que los nuevos 
44 defcubrimientos del Oriente, y del Oc- 
44 cidente, fueron parte para facar la 
44 Europa del efpiritu feudal. V. S. da a 
44 eftos descubrimientos en fus dos pri- 
44 meros tomos de la América aquella 
44 ferie, y enlace de la hiftorie antigua 
44 y moderna, a que pueden alcan- 
44 zar pocos hombres. Yo he leydo 
44 el primer libro con admiración, y un 
44 gufto indecible. El mifmo he adver- 
44 tido en la celebre contraverfia de.l 
44 obifpo de Chiapa, cuya difputa refuelve 
44 V. S. con un juicio Superior. Yo pen- 
46 fava eferivir a V. S. por mas eftenfo;
44 ahora me reduzco a remitir a V. S. el 
44 titulo de académico que la real Aca-
44 demia de la hiftoria, con univerfal 
44 aclamación, me ha encargado de diri- 
44 girle por mano de My lord Grantham.
44 Efpero en breve, y Según lo permitan 
44 los muchos negocios, que me rodean, 

44 re-
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4,4 vanquished introduced into Europe, 
44 and their extreme indifference relative 
44 to every city except the Small number 
44 of thofe which were privileged. At 
44 that time there was no real love of 
44 the arts; the moil ufeful difeoveries 
44 in the Sciences were abandoned, and 
44 their place Supplied by the fubtilties of 
44 the Schools, firft confined to the o'b- 
44 feure and Solitary receffes of cloifters, 
44 but foon afterwards brought to light 
“ in literary univer Cities.

44 It is certain that the difeoveries in 
the eaft and weft were among the 

44 caufes which delivered Europe from 
4‘ the feodal Spirit. You give to thefe 
44 difeoveries, in the two firft volumes 
44 of your hiftory of America, an order, 
44 a continuation, and connexion fo na- 
44 tural between ancient. and modern 
44 hiftory, that I know but few men 
44 capable of doing it with equal fuc- 
64 cefs. I have read the firft book with 
44 pleafure, and an admiration which I 
ft cannot exprefs. I alfo felt the fame 

Yr “Sen-
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44 remitir a V. S. algunas obfervationes;
44 y la primera acerca de fi el derecho y 
44 efpiritu feudal han tenido propiamente 
44 lugar en Efpana. La traducion que 
44 fe efta haciendo por don Ramón de 
ií Guevara de la hiftoria de los defcubri» 
44 mientos de América, a vifta de la Aca- 
44 demia, tiene una fraze que parece 
44 original; y al parecer exprime con 
44 mucha propriedad la fluidel, y laelo- 
44 quente dicción del autor original. Yo, 

en mi particular, doy a V. S. gracias
44 por las honras que me hace en fus ef- 
44 critos. Mis occupaciones fon tales 
44 que no me dejan tiempo para vacar 
44 feriamente a quellas detenidas compa- 

raciones de las edades, de las coftum-
44 bres, de la diveríidad de los goviernos, 
44 y de las caufas que han influido en 
44 las cataftrofes politicas de las naciones 
44 mas dignas. Efto es lo que fave de- 
44 fempenar V. S. defde fu gavinete, como 
44 fi eftubiera entre nofotros, fin declinar 
44 en parcialidad. Yo me ofrefco a V. S» 
44 con todas veras, y puedo afegurarle 
h fin lifonja que pocos libros han podido

44 gran°
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€< fentiments from the relation of the 
44 celebrated difpute of the bifhop of 
44 Chiapa, which you have explained 
44 with fo much art and ability. I at 
44 firft imagined I ihould be able to write 
44 to you more fully ; but, for the pre- 
44 fent, I find myfelf confined to fend~ 
44 ing you the title of Academician, 
44 which the Royal Academy of Hiftory 
44 have unanimoufly charged me to con- 
44 vey to you by means of lord Grantham. 
“ I flatter myfelf, if the numerous affairs 
44 with which I am overwhelmed will 
44 permit me, that I (hall foon be able 
44 to tranfmit to you feveral obferva- 
44 tions; the fir ft of which fhall be upon 
44 t-he following queftion: Have the 
44 Ipirit and rights of feodality ever had 
44 place in Spain ?

44 The tranilation which Don Ramon 
44 de Guevara is writing, under the infpec- 
44 tion of the academy, of your hiftory 
44 of America, is truly in an original 
44 ftyle, and appears to me to render, 
44 with great propriety, the elegance, ar- 
44 dour and energy of your didtion.

Y 4 441 make
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grangear una eftimacion tan folida 
“ entre las gentes de letras de efte pays 
“ entre tanto. Pido a Dios guarde fu 
“ vida muchos anos. Madrid y fepti- 

embre 29 de 1777.”
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« I make you my perfonal acknow- 
ledgements for the honour you have 

“ done me in your writings,

“ My occupations are fuch as do not 
“ leave me fuificient leifure to refleft lb 
“ ferjouily as I could with upon the dif- 
“ ference of ages, manners and govern- 
“ ments, and the caufes which have 
“ had an influence on the political ca- 
44 taftrophes of the moil celebrated na- 
44 tions. This you know as well how 
“to do in your cloiet, and as uninflu- 
44 enced by partiality, as if you were in 
“ this country. I fincerely avow to you 
44 on my own part, and can allure you 
“ without flattery, that but few books 
“ have acquired, amongft the learned of 
44 my countrymen, fo folid a reputation 
44 as yours poflefs.

44 I pray God to preferve you for a 
“ great number of years. Madrid, 29 

September, 1777.

<< Dr. Robertfon’s anfwer to this letter 
was in Spanilh, and as follows;
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En el Col·legio de Edimburgo a 3 de 
Enero de 177%.

li MUI SEÑOR mió, Milord Gran-
44 tham ha tenido la bondad de re-
44 metir me la carta que V. S. illuftrif-
44 íima fe tomó la moleftia de efcriver 
“ me, participando me la fmgulariílima 
44 e inefperada honra que fe ha férvido 
il difpenfar me la real Academia de la 
44 Hiftoria. El concepto favorable de 
44 los hombres de difcernimento, y can- 
64 dor, es una de las mas guftofas re- 
44 compenfas que puede confeguir un 
44 autor por fus tareas literarias; quanto 
44 mas lifonjera y apreciable fera una 
44 fenal de aprobación de un cuerpo tan 
44 juftamente diftinguido por el mérito 
44 y talento de fus individuos!

44 Quando me fue neceífario reprefen-
44 taren mi hiftoria de Carlos V la an-
44 tigua conftitucion de la Monarquia

44 Ef- ■

33»

College of Edinburgh, 
January 3,

“SIR,
44 LORD Grantham has had the 

44 goodnefs to forward the letter which 
44 you took the trouble to write to me, 
44 by which I am informed of the fin- 
44 gular and unexpe&ed honour the 
44 Royal Academy of Hiftory has be6n 
44 pleafed to confer upon me. If the 
44 favourable opinion which men, in 
44 whom candour and learning are 
44 united, conceive of an author be one 
44 of the moft pleafing rewards of his 
“ labour, how much more flattering is 
44 it to him to have the unanimous ap- 
44 probation of a fociety fo juftly diftin- 
44 guiihed by its merit, and the talents 
44 of the individuals of whom it is 
44 compofed!

44 When in my hiftory of Charles V.
44 I was obliged to retrace the ancient 

ppnftitution of the Spaniih monarchy, 
“ and 
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s‘ Efpagnola, y defpues quando me he 
“ aventurado a bol'quejar la planta, y 
“ govierno interior de las colonias de 
“ Efpana en el nuevo mundo, he re- 
“ conocido plenamente las muchas def- 
“ ventajas con que por necefidad tra- 
“ baja un eftrangero en femejantes 
64 inveftigaciones. Pero procure com- 

penfar las huleando con prolixa dili- 
“ gencia la verdad en los autores origi- 
“ nales, y en las leyes publicas de elle 
í4pays; precediendo con mucha cau- 
“ tela, y precaviendo cúidadofa mente 
“ contra las preocupaciones fáciles de 
‘‘ formarfe en el efpiritu de un hombre 
“ orlado bajo una forma de gobierno, 
“ y un fyftema de religión mui diftin- 
“ tos de los de la nación que emprende 

deferivir. El haverfe dignado la real 
‘f Academia autorizar con fu aprova- 
“ cion mis obras, me hace efperar que 
“ o avre incurrido en menos errores de 
‘ ■ los que recelava, o que los fugetos re- 
‘‘ fpeétables que me han favorecido con 
14 admiración en fu gremio, avran mi- 
f4 rado mis faltas con ojos indulgentes, 

“ en
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{c and afterwards when I ventured to 
“ develop the plan and interior govern- 
“ ment of its colonies in the new world, 
“ I perceived all the difficulties which 
“ a ftranger mu ft neceifarily have to 
“ encounter in a work of fuch a nature. 
“ I endeavoured to remove them by 
“ carefully feeking the truth in the 
“ original authors, and the public laws 
“ of the country; and, at the fame time, 
44 guarding as much as poffible againft 
“ the prejudices, which too eafily arife 
“ in the mind of a man born under a 
44 government, and in a religion, greatly 
44 different in form and fyftem from the 
“ ftate and manner of worlhip of the 
44 nation I had undertaken to make 
44 known to my countrymen. The fa- 
“ vo.ur the academy has done me, by 
“ approving of my work, perfuades me 
44 that fewer errors than I was at firft 
44 afraid of have efcaped me, or that the 
“ refpe&able perfons who have been 
44 pleafed to affociate me with them, 
il have paffed favourably over my faults

“ in
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“ en confideracion al efmero con que 
“ trabaje por evitarlas.

“ Si V. S. illuítriflima tuvieíTe la be» 
“ nignidad de indican me de que modo 
“ podre contribuir en algo a los loables 
“ e importantes fines del inftituto aca~ 
“ demico, me gloriare de cooperar a ellos 
“ con femejantes compañeros, y me ten- 
“ dre por dichofo en confeguir nuevas 
“ oportunidades de manifeñar mi celo 
“ por el honor de una nación que yo 
“ he refpetado mas que algunos eícritores 
“ eítrangeros, por lo mifmo que me de- 
“ dique a conocer la mejor.

“ Permita me, V. S. illuítriflima, ma- 
“ nifeítarle quanta fatisfaccion efperi- 
“ mentó, reflexionando el honor que 
“ disfruto ahora en haver contraido tan 
“ immediato enlace con V. S. illuítrif- 
“ fima, y en hallar me bajo la imme- 

diata dirección de una perfona cuyos 
í( talentos admiro, tiempo hace, y de 
í£ cuyos efcritos he facado muchas in- 
i( ftrucciones,

“ Sir-
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(i in confideration of the efforts I made 
“ to avoid them.

“ If you will have the goodnefs to 
“ inform me in what manner I can co- 
“ operate with the praife worthy and 
“ important works of the academy, I 
“ ihall think it an honour to contri- 
“ bute to them, and efteem myfelf happy 
“ in a new opportunity of manifeiting my 
“ zeal in favour of a nation, for which, 
“ if I have had more refpeCt than other 
“ authors, it was becaufe I endeavoured 
“ to know it better.

“ Permit me to exprefs to you all 
<c the fatisfaCtion I feel in reflecting 
“ upon the honour I receive in the 
“ new connexion I form with you, and 
“ in finding myfelf under the immediate 
“ direction of a perfon whofe talents I 
“ have long admired, and from whofe 
“ writings I have gathered fo much in- 
“ formation.

Be
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44 Sirvafe, V. S. illuftriffima, añadir á 
44 fus demas finezas la de comunica!’ a 
44 todos los miembros de efe real cuerpo, 
44 los ardientes afeólos de refpeto, efti- 
44 macion, y gratitud que les profefo.

44 Tengo el honor de fer con la devida 
44 atención illuftriffimo Señor, el mas 
44 obediente, y rendido fervidor de V. S. 
44 illuftriíTima.”

Guillermo Robertson.

j
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A year after this anfwer from Dr. 

Robertfon (in the month of January 
1779) government thought proper to 
prohibit the book which had given him 
a feat in the academy. Orders were fent 
to all the cuftom-houfes to prevent its 
being received into the kingdom in any 
language whatfoever, and to the Academy 
of Hiftory to name two of its members 
to attack and criticife the work; the 
academy offered compliance, provided it 
might be permitted to chufe two others 
to make its defence. The tranflation, 
which was going to prefs, was included 
in the profcription.

EPITAPHS ON THE TOMBS 
OF CHARLES V. AND PHILIP IL 
IN THE ESCURIAL.

On that of Charles V.
D. O. M.

Carols V. Roman. Imp. Augujlo, Hor.
Regnorum Utr. Sic. & Hierujdlem Regi 

Archiduci Aujl. Optimo Parenti 
Philippus Filius.

Jacent Jimul Elizabetha Uxor & Maria 
Filia Imperatrices & Eleonora & 

Maria Sorores. Illa Franc. Hac 
Ungaria Reginae.

Hunc locum, Ji quis pofterorum Carol. U. 
habitam gloriam rerum gejlarum Jplendore 
fuperaveris, ipfe folus occupato, cateri reve
renter abjlinete.

Caroli V. Romanorum Imperatoris Stemmata 
gentilicia paterna, quod locus cepit angujlior, 
Juis gradibus dijlinhia & jerie.

Provida pojleritatis cura, in liberorum ne
potumque gratiam atque ufum, relidlus locus 
pojl longam annorum feriem, cum debitum 
natura perfolverint, occupandus.

7 z
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On that of Philip II.

D. 0. M.
Philippus II. omnium Hifp. Regnor.

Utriufque Sicilia & Hierus. Rex. Catb. 
Archidux Auftria in hac facra a de 
quam a fundam, extraxit jibi. V. P.

^uiejcunt fimul Anna Elizabetha 
Et Maria uxores cum Carolo Prine.

Filio primogen.

Hic locus digniori inter pofleros, illo, qui 
nitro ab eo abjlinuit, virtuti ergo ajfervatur, 
alter immunis ejio.

Solerti liberorum jludio pojierifque poft diu
tina Jpatia ad ujum dejlinatus locus claris, 
quum natura concejjerint, monumentis deco
randus.

Philippi regis catholici Jlemmata gentilicia 
paterna, quod locus cepit angujlior, juis gra
dibus di/lindta, & Jerie»

MANNERS, CUSTOMS, DRESS, 
POPULAR ERRORS, USAGES 
AND CHARACTER OF THE 
SANISH NATION.

SPAIN was by turns inhabited 
and conquered by different nations ; and 
with the chains of the conquerors re
ceived a part of their character. The 
reigning taite of the Spaniards for cer
tain fpeétacles, as tournaments, and the 
tiltings of the Maejlran%a% the love of 
pompous titles ; an endlefs lilt of names; 
their gallantry, and their great refpeét 
for the fair fex : thefe and the language 
of metaphor and hyperbole they re
ceived from the Moors. They inherited 
gravity of countenance in converfa- 
tion, and the jealoufy which ren
ders them fufpicious and vindicative, 
from the African Berebs. From the 
Goths, and their anceitors, they de
rived franknefs, probity, and cou
rage, virtues which were their own. 
The Romans, and the Goths alfo, gave

Z 3 them
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them the enthufiafm of patriotifm, the 
love of great things, and fuperftition. To 
what a degree the Romans were fuper- 
ftitious may be learned from Plutarch. 
The fuperftition of Italy is changed in 
nothing but its objedt; and there, as well 
as in Spain, its nature is ftill the fame,

The Spaniards have been frequently 
described to us, but each province 
has its particular charadter, and there 
feems to exift between them a moral as 
well as a phyfical divifion. The pro
vinces, which were formerly almoft as 
many kingdoms, appear to have pre- 
ferved the fpirit of hatred to a greater 
or lefler degree, in proportion to the 
diftance they are at from each other.

The Catalans are the moft induftrious, 
adlive, and laborious amongft the 
Spaniards; they confider themfelves as 
a diftindt people, are always ready to 
revolt, and have more than once form
ed the project of eredting their country 
Into a republic. For lome centuries

343 
paft, Catalonia has been the nurfery 
of the arts and trades of Spain; which 
have acquired there a degree of per- 
fedtion, not found in any other part 
of the kingdom. The Catalan is rude, 
vulgar, jealous, and felf-interefted, but 
open and friendly.

The Valencian is fubtile, falfe, and mil
der in his manners: he is the moft idle 
and at the fame time the moft fupple in
dividual that exifts. All the tumblers and 
mountebanks of Spain come from the 
kingdom of Valencia.

The Andalufian has nothing of his 
own, not even his language, and may 
be compared to the Gafcon for ex
travagant expreffions, vivacity, and 
vain boafting: he is eafily diftinguiihed 
amongft an hundred Spaniards. Hy
perbole is his favorite language; he 
embelliihes, and exaggerates every 
thing, and offers you his purfe and 
perfon, in as little time as he takes to 
repent of it. He is a bully, an idler, 
lively, jovial, attached to the ancient 

Z 4 cuftoms
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cuftoms of his country; nimble, well 
made, extremely fond of women, and 
loves dancing, pleafure, and good cheer.

The Caftilian is haughty, grave in 
his countenance, fpeaks but little, and 
feems wrapped in contemplation. His 
politenefs is cold, but free from affec
tation ; he is miftruftful, and gives not 
his friendihip until he has long ftudied 
the character of the perfon on whom it 
is to be conferred. He has genius, 
ftrength of mind, a profound and folid 
judgment, and is fit for the fciences« 
Whenever he is chearful it is almoft 
the effedt of deliberation.

The inhabitant of Galicia may be 
compared to the native of Auvergne: 
he quits his country and is employed 
in the reft of Spain in much the fame 
manner as perfons of the fame clafs 
from Auvergne and Limoufin are in 
France *.

Moft of the fervants are Afturians; 
they are faithful; not very intelligent, 

* In fweeping chimneys, cleaning fhoes, &c. &c. 
but < • •
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but exact in the performance of their 
duty.

In general the Spaniard is patient and 
religious; he is full of penetration, but 
flow in deciding ; he has great dilcretion 
and fobriety, and his hatred againft 
drunkennefs takes date from the higheft 
antiquity. Strabo tells us of a man who 
threw himielf into a fire becaufe fome 
one had called him a drunkard. Quidam 
ad ehrios vocatus in rogurn fe injecit. He is 
faithful, open, charitable, and friendly 
he has his vices, and where is the man 
who is without them ? Man is com- 
pofed of vices and virtues, and a nation 
is an aifemblage of men. When there
fore, in any nation, the virtues and 
focial qualities overbalance the vices 
infeparable from conftitution, climate, 
and character, that nation is juftly de- 
ferving of our warmeft efteem.

I can truly fay, that except a fupine- 
nels which has hitherto been lcfs the 
pffedt of climate than of caufes which 

perhaps



346 THE PRESENT STATE 

perhaps will foon have an end; a fpirit 
of vengeance, of which the effedts are 
feldom feen; a national pride, which, 
well diredled, might produce the moil 
beneficial effedts; and a confummate ig
norance, proceeding from a want of a 
proper education, and which has its 
fource in that tribunal eredted to the 
fhame of philofophy and human un- 
derftanding. I have feen in the Spaniards 
nothing but virtues.

Their patience in the wars of Italy 
and Portugal was matter of aftoniih- 
ment to the French *.  The Spaniards 
were whole days without bread, wa
ter, or beds, and not the leaft mur
mur was heard in their camp : there was 
not the finalleft fymptoms of mutiny, 
but always the moft ftridt obedience.

They have ever been much attached 
to their fovereign. It was not without 
concern that the Spaniards faw Philip V. 

* And, at thcfiege of Gibraltar, to every natiop 
in Europe ! T.

form
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form a company of body guards. The 
Count de Aguilar, a brave nobleman, 
took the liberty to fpeak of it to the 
king. “ If yourmajefty,” faid he, “had 
“ refolved to ileep in the great fquare 
“ of Madrid, you would have been 
“ there in perfedt fafety; the market 
“ would not have began before nine 
“ o’clock, and all the Caftilians would 
“ have ferved you as guards during the 

night/’

Accuftomed from their infancy to 
credulity, and the ceremonies of re
ligion, they are fuperftitious without 
knowing it, and really devout. Even 
in their debaucheries they preferve the 
appearance of devotion. The Spaniard, 
in the midft of his moft violent paifions, 
feems to preferve his tranquillity; and 
whilft his mind is inflamed, his coun
tenance retains its accuftomed gravity.

He has not that heedleffnefs, nor is 
he addifted to that noify loquacioufnefs 
fo common, in France; neither has he, 

in
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in his manner, the fneer and cauftic 
fatire of the Engliih, or the humble, 
falfe, and flattering tone of the Italians. 
He is ferious; his politenefs is haughty 
but decent; his profeflions of good
will are not always lively, but they 
are often affectionate.

His national vanity, a prejudice much 
in favour of a government which knows 
how to turn it to advantage, is carried 
to an exceflive degree. There is not a 
Spaniard who does not think his country 
the firft in the world. The people have 
a proverb which fays, Donde eJia Madrid 
calle el mundo, where Madrid is, let the 
world be filent. One of their authors 
has written a book which has for its 
title, Solo Madrid es corte, there is no 
other court than that of Madrid. A 
preacher, in a fermon on the tempta
tion of Chrift, told his audience, that 
the devil, according to holy writ, took 
the Saviour to the top of a high moun
tain whence all the kingdoms of the 
earth were difcovered; he lhewed him, 

added
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added he, France, England, and Italy; 
but happily for the Son of God, 
Spain was hidden from his fight by the 
Pyrenees. Fathers of families, when 
at the point of death, have been known 
to congratulate their children on their 
happinefs in living in Madrid, and have 
taught them to confider that advantage 
as the greateft benefit of which they 
could leave them in pofleflion.

The refidence in cities, efpecially in 
the capital, leaves the country deferted. 
A Spaniard never lives in the country; 
he cannot like it becaufe he knows not 
what it is, and he who is obliged to re- 
fide there does not think of making 
improvements. The lively defcriptions 
of the beauties of the country, of the 
varied fcenes of nature, which in the 
midft of the pleafures of the city in- 
fpire us with the defire of leaving them, 
the enthufiafm of Gefner, Thomfon, 
and Saint Lambert, are unknown in 
Spain.

A living
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A living author, Don Francifco Gre
gorio de Salas, has given fome views 
of the country, and he is the only one. 
His tafte will be judged of by the firft 
twenty or thirty verfes of the firft part 
of his Rujlic Obfervatory. This is what 
he puts into the mouth of a philofo- 
pher : I tranflate literally.

44 My rufiic cabin promifes me the 
44 happy completion of my defires: 
44 ftretched out under the little fhade it 
44 furniihes me, 1 perceive in the fur- 
44 rows, lately traced by the plough, the 
44 hungry fparrows feeking for infedts; 
44 and the fpotted gold-finch, which 
44 fings perched upon a (lender thiftle, 
44 lulls my tranquil mind. The fim- 
44 pie laundrefs falutes me, and haftily 
44 looks at the height of the fun; fhe 
44 freezes, and with a diligent finger 
44 wipes her nofe. A goatherd lies 
44 ftretched out by my fide and enjoys 
44 profound Deep, until he is awakened 
44 byfnoring: he opens his eyes, yawns 
44 as he unfolds his arms, and mves him-

44 felf
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44 felf a (hake. The imprudent beggar, 
44 without either fhelter or care, mends 
44 his fhirt, and laughs at every thing 
44 he fees. The labourer fits down and 
44 relates to me his toils and domeftic 
44 griefs: he pulls down his fpatter- 
44 dafhes and tranquilly fcratches his 
44legs*, ” &c. &c. This beginning, 
feems to me fufficient to fatisfy the 

curiofity

* Salicio filoíbfo, defde una prequena cafa, aU% 
viña de la corte, dice afi:

Mi ruítica cabana me promete 
El termino felix de mi defeo; 
Solo defde ella veo, 
A fu pequeña fombra recoftado, 
En los recientes furtos del arado 
Ambrientos pajarillos, 
Que bufcan los pequeños infedillos;
Y al manchado gilguero, 
Sobre un cardo ligero, 
Que cantando fe mece,
Y mi tranquillo fpiritu adormece. 
La limpie labandera me faluda, 
Mira al fol preforufar y, eílornuda
Y luego con los de dos diligente 
Enjúgala nariz fencillamente.

Un cabrero con migo fe recuefla,
Y allí
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curiofity of the moft intrepid reader. 
May not the want of aptitude in the 
Spaniards, for all fentimental writings, 
be found in their difguft for the country? 
The climate under which they live is 
fcorching, and dries and offifies the 
fibres. Had the Spaniards more fenfi- 
bility they would be fonder of the 
country: but they are attached to 
cities, and in their works of literature 
there is nothing but imagination, and 
paffion and gallantry are the effence of 
their amours.

Y allí duerme Iafieña ,
Con defcanfo cumplido,
Hafta que le defpierta algún rconguido 
Abre luego los ojos, y bofteza,
Y eftirando los brazos fe efpereza.
El incauto mendigo,

, Sin refguardo, ni abrigo,
Remienda la camifa
Y todo quanto pafa ve conrifa.
El labrador fe lienta,
Y fus afanes rufticos me cuenta';
Las polainas fe baja prefurofo
Y las piernas fe rafea con repofo.

Their
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Their ignorance is in general extreme; 
moft of them make no diftindtion be
tween other nations, and many will 
maintain that a Frenchman, although 
a Chriftian, is not a Catholic. Their 
reading is confined to comedies, and their 
prayers to a recital of the chaplet. I beg 
the reader to remark, that I fpeak ge
nerally; for in Spain there are many 
men of learning to whofe merit I wilh - 
I were capable of doing juftice.

Their bravery in war is but momen
tary, and, among the troops, figns of 
the greateft cowardice have been feen 
to fucceed the moft valiant adlions. 
Several corps which would lhew abun
dance of courage in an attack in the day
time, ihrink and are feized with a panic 
terror during a march by night. They 
are fometimes cruel in battle, which is 
a confequence of their phlegmatic dif- 
Pofition; and when once heated their 
tage knows no bounds. It was feveral 
times remarked in the wars of Italy, that 
they were in the habit of ill-treating

Vol. HI, A a their
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their prifoners, and even of wounding 
them when they fell into their hands 
unhurt; they called this making fure 
of the prifoner,- ajegurar el prijbnero.

They have often been accufed of car
rying the paifion for vengeance too far ; 
but in this refpedt the nation feems to 
be entirely changed. I do not think the 
Spaniards have loft that energy and vi
gour of character by which they were 
at once incited to great adtions, and be
came a prey to the moft dangerous paf- 
fions; but reflection and a more juft 
idea of honour have moderated its vio
lence, and that vindictive fpirit, which 
hurries them even to afiaffination, is 
confined to the lower clafles of the 
people. The afylum afforded by churches, 
although at prefent limited to one in 
each city, will for a long time preferve 
that fure means of getting rid of an 
enemy.

The Spaniard is in general iliort, 
thin, and well proportioned; his com-

6 F S i A I N.

Flexion is olive ; his manner grave ; he 
has facility Of exprefliori, and fpeaks 
well; life has graces. Under his cloak 
Which he wears, and haildies with dex
terity, he carries a long fword to defend 
himfelf. He (till retaiils a great parti
ality fob the large round hat; and as 
fbon as he is in a country where this 
is not prohibited^ he quits With pleafurfe 
the hat with three corners, or the Freak
hat, as it is commonly called in Spain. 
His favourite colour in drefs is black. 
When he quits the Spaniih drefs for the 
military habit (for this the Spaniards call 
the French drefs) he makes choice of 
the moft lively colours; and it is not un
common td fee a common machanic, fifty 
years of age, drefled in red or iky-blue 
filk; in this particular there is no dih 
tindtion of rank. The Spaniard loves 
to make ail appearance, and fpendsj 
without either reflection or calculation, 
every thing he has, and afterwards lives 
how he can.

OneA a s
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One of the moft commendable quali
ties of the Spaniards is their never dis
charging a domeitic by whom they have 
been well ferved; the fon keeps thofe of 
his father with his own, and the women 
who ferved his mother, and they all die 
under the roof of their mailer. On this 
account, in the houfes of the great, it is 
common to fee a prodigious number of 
fervants.

I mult not forget the moft interefling 
clafs of the nation, that which every 
where confoles us, elevates our minds, 
conftitutes our happinefs, and has no 
vices except fuch as we communicate. 
Nothing is more engaging than a young 
female Spaniard, at fifteen years of age, 
fuch as I have feen many in the country 
part of the kingdom. A face perfectly 
oval; hair of a fine clear auburn, equally 
divided on the forehead, and only bound 
by a filk net; large black eyes; a mouth 
full of graces; an attitude always mo- 
deft ; a fimple habit, of neat black ferge, 
exactly fitting the body, and gently pref- 

fing
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fing the wrift; a little hand perfectly 
proportioned; in fine, everything charms 
in thefe youthful virgins. They recall 
to our recolledtion the foftnefs, beauty, 
drefs and fimplicity of the young Gre
cian females, of whom antiquity has 
left us fuch elegant models : the angels, 
in Spanilh comedy, are always reprefented 
by young girls.

The countenance of the Spaniih wo
men is extremely fenfible and full of 
vivacity. They are highly fatisfied with 
a perfon who thews them marks of his 
affedtion, very defirous of being flat
tered and courted, always ingenuous, and 
but feldom timid. They exprefs them- 
felves with facility, and have a feducing 
volubility of fpeech ; they are haity, opi
nionated and paffionate; but have a good 
heart, and eafily yield to reafon when 
it is poflible to induce them to liflen to 
it. They have a Angular paflion for 
drefs, efpecially for jewels; and, with
out choice or moderation, cover their 
fingers with plain and diamond rings.

A a 3 The
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The poor as well as rich never go from 
Jiome without abafyuina, or a great black 
mohair or filk petticoat, put over their 
other drefs, which is frequently very 
rich. On this account they haften to 
take off their petticoat as foon as they 
enter either their own houfe or that of 
a friend. The fmall-pox makes fewer 
ravages in Spain than in France; it is 
rare to fee a woman there marked with it. 
The Spanifh women in general have 
eyes fo lively, expreffive and intelligent, 
that had they no other charms they 
would bill be thought handfome.

What travellers have related of the 
extreme care the Spanifh ladies take to 
conceal their feet, is no longer obferv- 
able; and a woman who ihews you her 
foot is not always ready, as thefe tra
vellers fay, to grant you every favour in 
her power. The length of their petti
coat is lefs an effect of coquettry than 
of decency; and the folds l'poken of by 
father Labat, which were in the middle 
pf the petticoat, to, lengthen it at pl.ea« 

fure.
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fure, are now out of ufe. The pro
portion which the men have aifigned, 
as. the true ftandard for the foot of a 
woman, is more variable in Spain than 
elfewhere, on account of the nature and 
heat of the climate, and the early ma
turity of the Spanifh women: but thefe 
are futilities which exift in the brain of 
only a very few Spaniards. A Spanifh 
woman feldom gives you her hand to 
touch and kifs; an Englifh or French 
woman is familiar with none but her 
friends; and thefe rules of. decency are 
common to every nation.

r

The moil general devotion among the 
Spaniards is that which they pay to 
the Virgin Mary; and this, as a juft 
acknowledgment for all the favours flip 
has conferred upon them.

It would be difficult to exprefs the 
' veneration they have for her, and the 

two prefents fhe has made to mankind, 
the fcapulary and the rofary. Few wo
men go out of doors, walk, play or toy

A a 4 with?
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without a rofary in their hand. The 
men are never without one hung round 
their necks. In their comedies, if the devil 
be chained, it is with a rofary; and he 
then makes a dreadful howling, by which • 
the good people are much edified.

Equally remarkable is their refpeit 
for the dead, apparitions, and fepul- 
chres; the latter they flrew over with 
flowers, and water with holy water. Each 
drop of holy water, fays their prieft, 
that is died upon the tomb of the dead, 
extinguiflies a part of the fire in purga
tory. Who would not filed over them 
all the water in a river ? The diligent 
young girl waters the grave of her fa
ther and brother; may fire never fprinkle 
that of her lover !

The devout defire to benefit departed 
fouls is univerfal in Spain. The people 
know the day a foul is to be taken out 
of purgatory, and you frequently fee an 
advertifement againft the doors of 

churches:
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churches: EW fe faca anima ; to day a. 
foul is delivered.

After the death of any perfon the 
mafles are without end: however poor 
the relations may be they mu ft deprive 
themfelves of every thing for the repofe 
ofthefoulof their departed friend. The 
mafles a man appoints to be faid for him 
after his death are privileged; his foul 
is preferred to his creditors. Philip V. 
ordered, by his will, all the priefts of the 
place where he fhould die, to fay mafs 
the fame day for the repofe of his foul: 
befides which they were to celebrate dur
ing three days, before privileged altars, as 
many mafles as poflible; and, that he 
might not fail in his purpofe, he farther 
commanded an hundred thoufand mafles 
to be faid in his behalf, the furplus of 
as many as were neceflary to conduit 
him to heaven, reverfible to poor foli- 
tary fouls, concerning whom no perfon 

. beftowed a thought.

The
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The blind refpedt the Spaniards have 
for priefts is derived to them from the 
Goths. The monks, priefts and bilhops 
were infallible in the eyes of that people; 
they became the only judges in civil as 
well as ecclefiaftical matter's. The infe
rior clergy were looked upon by the 
prelates as a band of flaves, and the 
fame prejudice ftill exifts in modern 
Spain. The pages, land and houfe fte- 
wards, and fervants of a bilhop are ec- 
clefiaftics.

The Spaniards were fo infatuated with 
monks, that Alphonfo the Warrior, king 
of Arragon, left, by will, his ftates to 
the order of the knights templars. The 
grandees of the kingdom paid no atten
tion to this ftrange bequeft ; they, how
ever, eleéted a monk for their fovereign, 
Don Ramiro, brother to the deceafed 
monarch. The templars had the im
pudence to claim the crown, and, by 
way of accommodation, received a gift 
pf certain lands in the kingdom.

■
The
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The zeal of the Spaniards for religion 
extends to the minifters of it. A prieft 
is an object of veneration to puniih 
whom civil juftice has no power, let 
him have committed ever fo great a 
crime. A ftriking inftance of this was 
feen a few years ago in Andalufia. A 
monk, of the, order of barefooted Car
melites, had conceived a violent pafiion 
for a young girl to whom he was con- 
feffor. He had undoubtedly attempted 
in vain to explain to her his withes; 
becaufe, learning from herfelf that the 
was going to be married, and jealous that 
another lhould pofiefs her whom he ido
lized, he became frantic; and one day, 
after the young woman had made her con- 
feflion to him,received the lacramentfrom 
his hands, and heard him fay mafs, he 
lay in wait for her at the church door, 
and, notwithftanding the cries of the 
mother, and the aftoniihment of all 
prefent, with three ftrokes of a poniard 
laid her dead at his feet. He was taken 
into cuftody, but the king being inform
ed he was a prieft, and certainly with-
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ing to give him time to repent, con
demned him to live at Porto Rico as 
a prefidiary or galley-flave.

In order to form a proper idea of the 
manners or laws of any country, an ob- 
ferver ihould collect and compare fadts, 
and examine the different judgments 
pronounced in fimilar cafes. A canon of 
the cathedral of Seville, aftedted in his 
drefs, and particularly curious in his ihoes, 
could not find a workman to his liking. 
An unfortunate ihoemaker, to whom he 
applied, after quitting many others, 
having brought him a pair of ihoes not 
made to pleafe his tafte, the canon be
came furious, and feizing one of the 
tools of the ihoemaker, gave him with 
it fo many blows upon the head as laid 
him dead upon the floor. The unhappy 
man left a widow, four daughters, and 
a fon, fourteen years of age, the eldeft 
of the indigent family. They made 
their complaints to the chapter; the 
canon was profecuted, and condemned 
not to appear in the choir for a year. The 

young
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young ihoemaker having attained to man’s 
eftate, was fcarcely able to get a liveli
hood, and overwhelmed with wretched- 
nefs, fat down on the day of a proceflion at 
the door of the cathedral of Seville, in 
the moment the proceflion paifed by. 
Amongft the other canons he perceived 
the murderer of his father. At the fight 
of this man, filial affection, rage and 
defpair got fo far the better of his reafon, 
that he fell furiouily upon the prieft, and 
ftabbed him to the heart. The young 
man was feized, convicted of the crime, 
and immediately condemned to be quar
tered alive. Peter, whom we call the 
Cruel, and whom the Spaniards, with 
more reafon, call the Lover of Juftice, 
Was then at Seville. The affair came to 
his knowledge ; and, after learning the 
particulars, he determined to be himfelf 
the judge of the young ihoemaker. When 
he proceeded to give judgment, he firft 
annulled the fentence juft pronounced by 
the clergy; and, after aiking the young 
man of what profefiion he was, “ I for- 

44 bid
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*e bid you,” faid he, “ to make Aloes for 
s< a year to come?’

The Spaniards never carry light into 
an apartment without faying, Blefled be 
the holy Jacrament of the altar. The bye- 
Handers anfwer, For ever. Their falu- 
tation is, God keep you. Their farewell 
at feparating, Go vvithGod^ with the Virgin. 
When they enter a houfe^ the firft words 
are, Deo gr atlas, Ave Maria. The com
pany anfwer, Sin pecado concebida, con
ceived without fin. This fubjedt of fo 
manydifputes is made a form of comple
ment in Spain i Never were God, the 
virgin, and the faints fo much fpokeri 
of as in that kingdom.

Eafter week is the fource of a thou- 
fand facrileges, which are the confequence 
of billets of confeffion. The priefts of 
Spain have a maxim equally falfe and 
cruel; they fay, that men ihould, by 
every poffible means, be accuftomed to 
do their duty, and that perfuafion comes 
fooner or later. A few days before the 

holy 
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holy-week, the vicar of each parifh, ac
companied by a regifter, makes a vifit, 
to his flock, and carefully takes down 
their names; fifteen days afterwards 
he repeats his vifit, and all Ins pariih- 
ioners are obliged to produce to him, not 
only a billet of confeffion, but another 
of communion. How many abufes re*  
fult from this monftrous cuftom.' The 
holy-days are fcarcely begun before a 
facrilegious traffic is made of that for 
which religion teaches us the Higheft 
veneration. Proftitutes are feen to com
municate in every parifh church, and 
fell to their impenitent lovers the billets 
they have received. Priefts, unworthy of 
the name, pay with the fame money 
the favours of thefe wretches. Many 
perfons, to fpare the expence of a billet, 
become facrilegious; and if any one, led 
aftray by his paffions, has preferved piety 
and decency enough to forbear having 
tecourfe to thefe horrid means, and on 
the day the curate makes his vifit has 
not a billet of communion to prefent, 
he becomes the objedf of ecclefiaftical

cen*



S68 THE PRESENT STATE 

cenfure; his name is ihamefully ported 
up in the moft public places; and if, 
‘in the time given, he does not fulfil 
the precept, he receives corporal pu- 
nilhment. Thus the man, perhaps the 
moft religious amongft his brethren, is 
the moft defamed ; and falls a vidlim to 
his fcruples and love of truth.

Few of the Spaniards, the women ef- 
pecially, are bled in the arm : this ope
ration is generally performed in the hand 

i or foot. They are all very partial to bleed
ing. It is common to hear them fay, 
fuch a one has been indifpofed; he has 
been bled four times and is now better. 
Moft of the women are bled three or 
four times a month, by way of precau
tion. I am perfuaded that the great 
number of blind perfons in Spain is pro

duced as much by the frequency of bleed
ing, as by the burning fands with which 
feveral parts of that kingdom are co
vered.
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Perfons whom you fee but feldom 

When in health, fail not to make you 
frequent vifits when you are confined 
by illnefs. A Spaniard feldom negledts 
exterior focial duties. You will receive 
his vifit on your birth-day; but during 
the reft of the year you mu ft not expect 
to fee him.

Such are the obfervations I have made 
on the charadter of the Spanifh nation; 
Were I to fay more upon the fubjedt, I 
ihould but repeat what others have 
faid much better before me.

Perfons Vol. III.
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LITERATURE.

AT prefent I mean only to give a iligK 
fketch of Spanifh literature, as I intend 
to treat that fubjeft more fully in a dif- 
tinft work,- in which I fhall fpeak of 
all the ancient books printed in Spain, 
and give a catalogue of the men of let
ters who have diftinguifhed themfelves 
in that country, and rendered it illuf- 
trious by their works. I have alieady 
collected fuch materials as are neceffary 
to enable me to treat of Spanifh poetry, 
hiftory, comedies, romances and myfti- 
cal authors. Thefe ftridiures lhall foon 
follow my eflays.

1 mutt here obferve, that the Spaniards 
had tranflations of Plutarch, Seneca, 
and the beft Greek and Latin hiftorians- 
before the end of the fifteenth century, 
which was fooner than thefe authois 
were tranilated in France: tneir lan

I

* M. Peyron died before thefe were finifhcd. 
guage 
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guage had already made a confiderable 
progrefs, and was become copious, full 
of harmony and poetical. Spain owed 
this advantage to Alphonfo, furnamed 
the Wife, who, in 1260, ordered all the 
charters, privileges, and , public aéts to 
be tranilated from the Latin into the 
Caftilian tongue. It was in this lan
guage that he digefted and had com- 
pofed the Las Partidas^ which wfete and 
are itili in a great meafure thè laws of 
the kingdom. He had fevetal foreign, 
mànufcripts tranilated, and as Toledo 
was at that time the center of fine 
tafte, and the city in which the beft 
language was fpokeh, when any difficulty 
arofèj either relative to the pronuncia
tion or meaning of a word, he ordered 
recourfe to be had to the purifts of 
Toledo.

The Spaniards have written hiftory 
with fufficient exaétnefs and fimplicity, 
and are fcarcely to be reproached with 
any thing, but rather too much national 
vanity and partiality.

B b 2 One
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One of-their beft hiftorians is fathef 
Mariana'; his ftyle is admirable, and 

’ is narration ornamented without be» 
urgid : he flatters neither kings nor 

his nation ; but he is accufedof having 
fometimes departed from truth, and of 
appearing too credulous relative to cer
tain prodigies. He is neverthelets a good 
hiftcnan- but his hiftory goes no farther 
than the reign of Ferdinand the Catho
lic. The continuation of it by father 
Miniana has acquired fome reputation, 
but the obfcurity and drynefs which 
reigns throughout the whole workj 
renders it diigufting.

The chronicles of Ferreras de Saave
dra are in great eftimation. The hiftory 
of Catalonia, by a biihop- of Lerida, is 

\ written in the ftyle of Livy.

The beft memoirs which Spain has pro
duced', are thofe of the Marquis of Saint 
Philip, on the war of the fucceflion; 
they are accurate, and written in an 

agreeable
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¿agreeable ftyle ; the French tranflation 
of them is greatly inferior to the origi
nal.

The hiftory of Mexico, by Antonio 
Solis, is tranflated Into every Euro
pean language. The Spaniards accufe 
him of being too florid and aftedted in 
his ftyle, and he fometimes departs fo 
far from truth that his book may be 
confidered as a romance. This author 
did not fpeak like a philofopher, when 
he faid, the maffacres committed by the 
Spaniards were fo many means made 
ufe of by God to convert the infidels. 
However partial the reader may be to 
Fernando Cortes, the hero of the 
hiftory, and to the Spanilh nation, he 
cannot perufe the work of Solis jyith- 
out ihuddering with horror.

The conqueft of Peru, by Garcilaiib 
de la Vega, is dry and uninterefting; 
but more exact than the former.

B b 3 The
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The general hiftory of the Indies, by 

captain Gonzalo Hernandes de Oviedo 
y Valdes, governor of the fortrefs of. 
Saint Domingo, printed at Seville in 
1535, is written with an admirable 
fimplicity, of which there is no other 
example in the fame century. The 
fourteenth chapter of his hiftory begins 
with thefe remarkable words;

44 Since a great part of the gold of the 
44 Indies has been carried into Italy and 
44 France, and fome of it fallen into the 
44 hands of the Moors, and the enemies

of Spain, it is but juft that, after hav- 
ing profited by the fweat of our brows, 

44 they fhould partake of our pains 
^4 and fatigues, to the end that, whe- 
44 ther becaufe of gold, or by means of 
44 their Bufferings, they may not forget 
44 to return thanks to God, and that 
44 either in pain or the midft of plea- 
44 fores, they may have recourfe to the 
44 patience of Job, who, when rich, 
44 was not proud, nor impatient when

fick and poor, but always gave his
44 humble
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humble thanks to God his Sovereign 
44 Lord. I frequently laughed, when, 
44 in Italy, I heard the Italians fpeak of 
44 the French difeafe, and the French 
44 of the Neapolitan; they would have 
44 given it its true name by calling it 
44 the difeafe of the Indies

A very curious work is that entitled, 
De los viente y un libros rituales, y monarchia 
Indiana con el origen, y guerras de los Indios

* Pues que tanta parte del oro de ellas Indias ha 
pallado a Italia, y Francia, y aun a poder affi mefmo 
de los Moros, y enemigos de Efpana, y por todas 
las otras partes del mundo : bien es que como han 
gozado de nueftros fudores les alcance parte de 
nueftros dolores y fatigas, por que de todo o alo 
menos por la una, o por la otra Diariera del oro, o 
del trabajo, fe acuerden a da; muchas gracias a Dios. 
Y en lo que le diere plazer o pefar fe abracen con la 
patiencia de Job; que ni eftando rico fue fobervio, 
ni feyendo pobre y clagado impaciente: íiempre dio 
gracias 4 aquel fo.borano Dios nueítro. Muchas 
vezes en Italia me reya, oyendo a los Italianos 
dezir el mal Francez, y a los Francezes clamar el 
mal de Ñapóles: y en la verdad los unos, y los otros 
le acertaran el nombre íi le dixeran el mal de las 
Indias.

B b 4 Occidentales,
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Occidentales, defus poblaciones, defcubrimiento^ 
conquifla, converfion, y otras cofas maravillo- 
fas de la mifma tierra, i. e. Twenty-one 
books of Indian rites, and the monarchy 
of the Indies, with the origin and wars 
of the Weft Indians; and the popula
tion, difcovery, conqueft, converfion, 
and other wonderful things of the fame 
country, This work is by ]F. Jean de 
Torquemada, of the order of Saint 
Francis. It is in three volumes folio, 
and is extremely curious on ac
count of its treating of the Dynafties 
anterior to th? conqueft, and of the 
Mexican kings who preceded Monte
zuma. If we poflefs but little know
ledge of that interefting and long un
known part of mankind, the fault refts 
with the monks, and the firft biihop of 
Mexico, Don Juan de Cumarraga, who 
burned the Indian hieroglyphical books 
which were taken by thefe ignorant 
priefts for the depofitories of idolatry.

The number of myftical authors which 
Spain has produced is prodigious; one 

of
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of the moft efteemed of thefe is Fray 
Luis, of Granada. All thefe pious re
veries were colledted in Holland under 
the following title; Dialectic ay Eloquencia. 
de los Salvages, de Europa: Logic and 
Rhetoric of the Savages of Europe.

The Spaniards have been particularly 
fuccefsful in compofitions of gallantry, 
in fables, and ingenious fi&ions. The 
Arabians taught them the art of nar
ration, and their imagination fupplied 
the reft; they excelled before we did in. 
this kind of writing, which we have 
fmce improved, whilft they have made 
no farther progrefs. Don Quixote will be 
read with pleafure as long as men pof- 
fefs wit, tafte, and judgment.

Spain has produced many poets, but 
moft of them are unknown, becaufe 
their works were never printed, and 
thofe which have been publiihed are 
become very fcarce. The moft efteemed 
amongft the poetical writers of this 
Country are, Ercilla, GarcilaiTo de la 

Vega,
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Vega, Fray Luis de Leon, Quevedo, 
Lopes de Vega, and Villegas.

The moil ancient Caitilian poet 
known, is Gonzalo Berceo, born at 
Berceo, and a monk in the monaftery of 
Saint Millan; he flouriihed in 1211. The 
fubject of one of the poems he has left 
us, is the life of the glorious confeffor 
Saint Dominic of Silos. His ilyle may be 
judged of by the two firlt ftanzas of 
this poem.

■ 4 f
En el nombre del padre, que fizo toda cofa, 

El de Eton Jefu-ChriJio, ft de la Glorioja, 
El del Spiritu-ySanto que egual dellos, pofa 
I)e un confeffor fanclo quiero fer una profa.

Quiero fer una profa en Roman Paladino, 
En qual fuele el -pueblo fablar a fu vecino, 
Ca no fon tan lettrado por fer otro Latino, 
Bien valdra, come creo, un vafo de buen vino *,

Velafquez, and the famous father 
Sarmiento, wrote on the origin of Caf- 

tilian
* In the name of the Father who made all things, 

and of Jefus Chrift, Son of the Virgin, and of the 
Holy 

tilian poetry, and have left, on that 
fubject, fome curious details. I ihall 
give an account of them when I come 
to treat of Spanifh literature at large, the 
productions of which are confiderable 
in quantity, and difplay perhaps more 
imagination than that of other European 
nations, but little reafoning, tafte, or 
profundity: thefe necefiarily depend up
on a certain degree of liberty and will 
return with it.

Holy Ghoft who is equal to them, I will make 
verfes on a holy confeffor.

I will make verfes in the ftyle of the romance, 
the fame as is ufed in fpeaking in the city, for 1 am 
not fcholar enough to employ other Latin, and for 
this purpofe I think a glafs of good wine will be 
fttfhcieat.
I
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OF THE SPANISH THEATRE.

THIS theatre was the firft which 
had any fuccefs in Europe; the Italians, 
the French, and the Engliih imitated 
and pillaged it for a conquerable time 
without indicating the foufce whence 
they drew improvement. The Spaniards 
had about twenty-four thoufand pome
dies: it is true they laid (acred and 
profane hiftory, miracles, fable, and 
prodigies, all under contibution. Every 
thing beneath the pen of their authors, 
but little confined by tafte or rules, 
became a fubject for comedy. The 
leaft probable incidents, the whole life 
of a hero, fieges, battles, gallantry, and 
the means it infpires in a jealous nation 
to enjoy the beloved object, furniih the 
fubjedt of moil of the Spaniih theatrical 
pieces. The Spaniards are commend
able for having reprefented, on the 
ftage, the principal events of ■ their 
hiftory; a merit they have in common 

with 
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with the Engliih, but which the rules 
Of the French theatre prevent that na
tion from imitating.

The Spaniards have felt and ex- 
prefled all the degrees of moft of the 
great paifions; they have deicribed am
bition, anger, jealoufy and revenge 
in the moft energetic manner. But 
they had tod much imagination to 
fpeak the language of love; to this 
paflion they have liioftly fubftituted 
gallantry, and we owe to them the in- 
fipidities which for a long time have 
vitiated our theatre; thofe love fcenes 
which disfigure Corneille, and fome- 
times Racine. The language of their 
lovers is mete jargon, a confufed heap 
of ridiculous figures and companions, 
equally cold and exaggerated. Their 
tender declarations, are befides, in ge
neral, of fuch a length as to exhauft 
the moft exemplary patience.

The artleifnefs and variety of their 
intrigues, and fome of their denouements 

have 
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have been juftly admired ; thefe Jin*  
Iroglios are the reluit of ancient Spaniih 
manners. The imagination of comic 
authors muff have been exhaulled in 
bringing two lovers together, and uniting 
them in a country where women were 
very difficult of accefs; whilft in France, 
where fociety is in general more at 
liberty, authors have employed their 
whole art in prolonging delicate and 
tender converfations. The difference of 
manners therefore has produced tod 
much adtion and intrigue in Spa- 
niih comedy, and too many words 
without adtion, in that of France. A 
Spaniih woman of quality reading the 
romance of Calprenede, and fatigued 
by the too long and languifhing con
verfations, faid, throwing down the 
book, What a deal of wit ill employed! 
T9 what purpoje is all this dialogue find 
they are together?

The father of the Spaniih theatre was 
Lopes de Rueda, a native of Seville $ and 
a gold-beater by profeffion. Cervantes, 

who 
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Who in his youth had feen him perform, 
fpeaks highly of his pieces. “ My tafte, 
fays he, was not then fufficiently form
ed to judge of his verfes; but by thofe 
which have remained in my memory, 
and upon which I refledted at amaturer 
age, I am not afraid to affert, that 
Lopes was as good an author as he was 
an adtor. We were not then acquain
ted with the machinery now neceffary, 
nor with the challenges the Moors gave 
to the Chriftians, and which are now fo 
common; we faw no figures rife from 
under ground, by means of.a hole in the 
ftage, nor angels borne upon clouds, to 
come to vifit us; the fimple ornament 
of the theatre was an old curtain, be
hind which, two or three muficians 
fung with accompaniments fome ancient 
romance.”

Lopes de Rueda imitated, in his 
pieces, the fatirical manner of Plautus, 
and the fimplicity of Terence; he was 
highly applauded by his co-temporaries, 
and dying at Cordova, was interred, as 

a man
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a man of diftirtguiihed talents, in the 
cathedral of that city. I have four of 
his comedies printed in 1567 : the editor 
obferves, that feveral paRages, which 
gave offence by their freedom, have 
been erafed front them; which, with 
fome other circumftaiice^ feems to prove 
this impreflion of his works to have been 
given a few years after his death *

There was but little art in theie firft 
pieces of the Spanifh theatre; but the 
language is natural, and is remarkable 
for a pleafing foftnefs and fimplicity.

The titles of the four comedies of 
Lopes de Rueda are, Eufemia, Armelina, 
LosEnganados, (the deceived) and Medordi 
The fame volume contains dialogues
and paftorals, the place of which is 
now occupied by what is called el entremes, 
or the interlude.

Juan Timoneda, and Alonfo de la Vega, 
were the fucceifors and imitators of 
Lopes de Rueda. They alfo wrote with 

fimplicity, 
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Fimplicity but admitted too much in
trigue, and too large a portion of the 
marvellous, into their comedies. Timo
neda introduced feveral allegorical per- 
fons into his Marie, in which he treats 
of the birth of Ch rift, and the con
ception of the Virgin. The poet Vega 
employed enchantments. Their works 
are very fcarce, and thofe I faw of them 
were imperfect.

The four comedies entitled, Florihea, 
Selvagia, Celefina, and Eufrofne had al
ready appeared. The two laft I have 
read, the others are very fcarce. Celefina 
has been tranflated into Latin, and into 
French under the title of Calife etMelibee. 
Thefe pieces were not written for re- 
prefentation; Celejlina has twenty-one 
adts, and contains fcenes admirable for 
their fimplicity, truth of character, 
and morality; the latter would be ex
cellent were it not fometimes expreifed 
in too free a manner. Eufrofne was 
tranflated from the Portuguefe into 
Caftilian; the edition I faw was of 1735,

Vol. III. Cc ajx.
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in which the piece is corrected. It 
wearied me by the great number of pro
verbs with which it is filled. The belt 
edition is that of 1566, and extremely 
fcarce.

After Lopes de Rueda, Cervantes 
names Naharro, a native of Toledo, as 
one of the reftorers of the theatre. He 
was efpecially famous in the character 
of a poltroon or a knave. He added a va
riety of embelliihments to the ftage, and 
brought the mufic from behind the cur
tain by which it was hidden, and placed 
it in front of the theatre; he made the 
adtors lay afide their malks, and the 
falfe hair and beards with which they 
covered their heads and chins; he in
vented machinery, decorations, clouds, 
thunder and lightening, and was the 
firft who introduced battles and chal
lenges into theatrical reprefentations. 
Comedy then loft its primitive fimplicity. 
Cervantes acknowleges that he himfelf 
was one of the firft to adopt this vitiated 
tafte; he had neverthelefs written feveral 
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pieces which might have ferved as mo
dels to his countrymen, and were more 
perfedt than any by which they w’ere 
preceded. Complicated intrigues, and 
an unexpected dénouement, were the de
light of the people, and Cervantes faW, 
when it was too late, that a corrupted 
tafte had taken very deep root

He had corfedted his nation of its ea- 
gernefs for extravagant adventure, and 
by his Don Quixote had thrown an in
delible ridicule upon the knights of chi
valry : perhaps he may be reproached 
with having enervated the heroic fenti- 
ments, energy of character and greatnefs 
of mind, by which the Spanifh nation 
was diftinguilhed. It is fometimes a 
misfortune to open the eyes of a people 
and deprive them of their enthufiafm. 
He wiihed to corredt the theatre alfo. 
He compofed feveral pieces quite uncon
nected, and without the leaft regard to 
the rules which probability requires, but 
fo fimilar in everything to the pieces which 
were then reprefented, that they were 

C c 2 re-
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received with applaufe. The irony and 
inftrudlion were loft to the age in which 
he lived. The theatre was, at that time, 
in high reputation, and the poets in 
vogue had fuch powerful protedlors, 
that Cervantes dared not to explain him- 
felf in terms lefs equivocal; he was al
ready perfecuted for poffeffing lenfe and 
judgment, and fo poor that he was 
afraid truth, too frequently repeated, 
fhould aggravate his misfortunes.

The theatre is no unimportant object; 
it is a general and national tafte which, 
on one hand, is furiouily attacked; and, 
on the other, obftinately defended. We 
have feen mufic at firft produce witti- 
cifms, and afterwards libels and abufe- 
Sounds, more or lefs, grave or acute, 
have filled the too fufceptible mind of 
a philofopher with bitternefs, and pro
duced endlefs difputes. There is not an 
Englilhman who would not defend 
Shakefpear as he would his houihold 
gods; and the French, worthy of eu- 
logium, for the good reception they have 

always 
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always given to ftrangers, did not re
ceive, as they ought to have done, this 
hero of the Englilh ftage, when he ap
peared amongft them, cloathed in all the 
graces of the French language, to take 
his place by the fide of their tragic poets. 
Our taftes and pleafures are a part of 
our manners: they muft be buffered to 
fink into difufe before they can be fuc- 
cefsfully combated, and then they are 
no longer dangerous.

Cervantes feeing that his indirect at
tack had not fucceeded, chofe rather 
to paliate what he could not corredt. 
He introduced in one of his pieces two 
allegorical perfonages, Comedy and Cu- 
riofity. A part of the dialogue between 
thefe was as follows:

Curiojity, “ Comedy.

Comedy, “ What defireft thou of me ?

Curiofity. “ I with to know why thou 
haft quitted the fock, bufkins and

C c 3 mantle ?
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44 mantle ? For what reafon haft thou 
44 reduced to three, the five aits which 
44 formerly made thee fo grave, noble 
44 and ftately ? I fee thee pafs in the 
44 twinkling of an eye from Spain into 
44 Flanders; thou confounded time and 
44 places, and art no longer the fame 
44 perfon. Give me fome account of thy- 
44 felf, for thou knoweft I was ever thy 
44 friend,

Comedy. 44 I apa a little changed by 
44 time, which wifhed to improve me. 
44 J was formerly a good creature enough; 
44 and, if thou confidereft me well, thou 
44 wilt find I am not now a bad one, al- 
44 though I may have wandered a little 
44 from the paths traced out for me by 
44 Plautus, Terence, and all the ancients 
44 with whom thou art acquainted. I 
44 defcribe a thoufand events, not by 
44 my words as formerly, but in aition, 
44 and for this purpofe it is fometimes 
44 neceffary for me to remove from one 
44 place to another. I am like a map of 
«.4 fhe world, in which London is within 

44 a fin?
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44 a finger’s breadth of Rome. It is of 
44 little confequence to perfons who fee 
44 and hear me, whether or not I go 
44 from Europe to Afia, provided I do 
44 not leave the theatre. Thought is 
44 agile, and can follow me wherever I 
44 lead without being fatigued or lofing 
44 fight of me.”

Beneath this irony Cervantes endea
voured to convey inftrudtion to his co
temporaries: but the necefiity he was 
under of pleafing, and especially of 
living, forced him to compofe as others 
did. Bad tafte was perpetuated, for that 
Monfter of Nature, as Cervantes calls him, 
the famous Lopes de Vega, who filled 
the world with comedies, then made 
his appearance. He wrote upwards of 
eighteen hundred theatrical pieces; but 
the moft whimfical and incongruous in
cidents, the moft extravagant language, 
a jargon almoft unintelligible, and the*  
■moft difgufting bombaft compofe the 
greateft part of the whole. However, 
the facility of certain thoughts, and 

Cc 4 the
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the happy manner in which they are 
expreifed, are aftoniihing; yet ftill the 
offences committed againft true tafte in 
every line, renders the reading of this 
author difficult, and makes us pay dearly 
for a few ftrokes of genius.

It muft not be imagined that all the 
Spaniards are enthufiafts in their admi
ration of Lopes de Vega. He has, amongft 
his countrymen, more than one learned 
and judicious critic, who has endea
voured to circumfcribe within the rules 
which Nature feems to diftate, the in
vention of comic authors, and the tafte 
of the public. There never was a more 
fertile pen than that of Lopes de Vega. 
According to a calculation made of his 

./ works, what he wrote amounted to 
five iheets each day, counting from the 
day of his birth to that of his death.

Calderon, although extravagant, feerAs 
to me lefs fo than Lopes de Vega: his 
intrigues are more Ample, and his ftyle 
purer and lefs embarrafled; he wrote 

only
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only about fix or feven hundred thea
trical pieces; fo that he could beftow 
more care on his compoiitions.

Notwithftanding the glaring defers 
of Lopes de Vega and Calderon, they 
merit fome eulogiums. Natwe endowed 
them with a very uncommon imagina
tion.

Auguftin Moreto holds the third rank 
among the Spanilh dramatic poets: had 
his genius been as fertile as that of his 
predeceflors, critics might have been 
tempted to place him above them. He 
has ihewn more judgment in the ma
nagement of his pieces, which are thirty
fix in number, and all contain great 
beauties. After thefe three poets, the 
moft efteemed comic authors are Guillen 
de Caftro, Francis de Roxas, and An
thony de Solis. Their pieces are in 
general more regular, apd have neither 
the great defeats nor the ftriking paf- 
fages of thofe of Lopes de Vega, Calde
ron and MoretQ; but the public will 

ftill
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ftill prefer the latter. Regularity will 
always pleafe men of tafte ; and they 
who are amufed by the flights and ex
travagance of genius will join in opinion 
with the people.

At prefent the Spaniards have none 
but tranilators ; they have turned into 
profe feveral good French comedies. 
They reprefent Nanine under the title of 
the Affected Margaret, but it produces no 
effeét. As the name of Voltaire is odi
ous in Spain, they give his piece to an 
Italian. The Légataire of Regnard has 
had more fuccefs, becaufe it is more 
comic. They have alfo tranflated a few 
French tragedies.

OF THE MILITARY AND 
RELIGIOUS ORDERS INSTI
TUTED IN SPAIN.

THE kings of Spain, during their 
continual wars againft the Moors, created 
a great number of orders of knighthood 
to reward or encourage their fubjedts. 
Moil of thefe orders are become extindf, 
but I think it neceflary to give fome ac
count of them before I fpeak of thofe 
which at prefent exift, Among the for
mer are:

The order of the Green Oak, founded 
by Garcia Ximenez; that of the Fleur 
de Lys, by Sancho IV. king of Navarre, 
and the order of the Holy Saviour, by 
Alphonfo VII. king of Arragon: thefe 
ihort lived orders are fcarcely worth re
membrance. But the, order of the Flam*  
beau is more deferving of notice: it was 
inftituted in 1150, by Ramon Berenger, 
laft count of Barcelona, in favour of the 
women of Tortofa, as a recompence of 
the valour they (hewed in 1149, in de

fence
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fence of the city when attacked by the 
Moors. The order no longer exifts, but 
the women of Tortofa ftill enjoy feveral 
privileges granted to them at that 
time.

The order of Truxillo was founded 
about the year 1190, but it is not known 
by whom: Alphonfo IX. incorporated it 
in 1196, with the order of Calatrava, 
and that of Alcantara now enjoys moil 
of the property which it poffeffed.

The order of Saint Mary of Spain, in*  
ftituted by Alphonfo, furnamed the Wife, 
in 1270; this appears by two charters 
preferved atUcles, amongft the archives 
of the order of Saint James, but no men
tion is made of it in the hiftory of Spain. 
The knights enjoyed great revenues, and 
were to defend the kingdom of Seville 
againft the Moors.

The order of the Scarf perhaps, gave 
rife to all our blue, red, and green 
ribbons. Alphonfo XII. king of 
Caftile, founded it in the city of

Vic*
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Victoria in 1332, and gave it, as a 
diftinguiihing badge, a ribbon of the 
breadth of three fingers, which the 
knights wore over the right ihoulder. 
The king and his foils became knights 
of this order. Ten years military fer- 
vice were a qualification to be admitted.

The order of the Dove, created da 
1383, in the cathedral church of Sego
via, by John I. king of Caftile. The 
emblem was a white dove within a glory, 
fufpended by a golden chain.

The fame monarch founded the order 
of Reafon, and, what is aftoniihing, 
proof of nobility was required as a qua
lification to be admited. The diftin*  
guilhing mark of the order was a folded 
little enfign, which was hung to the 
mantle by means of a chain.

The order of Burgundy is reckoned in 
the number of thofe which have exifted 
in. Spain, becaufe Charles V. returning 
from his expedition to Tunis, inftituted 

it
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it in his Bates in memory of that con*  
quefi. The infignia of the order was a 
Crofs of Burgundy, compofed of two 
knotty Baffs, above which was the word 
Barbaria. Spain Bill bears this crofs in 
her flag.

The prefent orders of Spain are thofe 
j of Alcantara, Calatrava, Santiago or 

Saiiit James, Montefa, the Golden Fleece, 
and that of Charles III. The order of 
Alcantara was called the Noble ; that of 
Calatrava, the Gallant ; and that of 
Santiago, the Rich.

The order of Alcantara was (filed, at its 
firB inftitution, that of Saint Julian, and 
was' founded in 1156, under the aufpices 
of Don Suero Fernandes and Don Gomez 
Fernandes Banientos, two gentlemen 
of Salamanca. Thefe two brothers re- 
folved to take up arms, and to affociate 
with themfelves fome nobles of their 
country in their project againft the in
fidels. Ordono, biihop of Salamanca, 
confirmed their plan, got it approved of 

by
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by pope Alexander III. and enjoined the 
knights to the obfervance of the rules of 
Saint Benedidl. It was not until the 
year 1219, that their principal houfe 
was transferred to Alcantara, when they 
gave that name to their order. Alphon- 
fo VII. promifed them poiTeffion of every 
thing they fhould take from the infidels. 
This order is not by much fo rich as 
formerly, but it Bill poffefies thirty-three 
commanderies, four Alcaydies, and four- 
priories, which annually produce eighty 

. thoufand ducats.

The order of Calatrava had its begin
ning in CaBile, under the reign of 
Sanchez III. That king proclaimed 
to his court that he would give Cala
trava, and its dependencies, to the 
perfon who fhould undertake to de
fend that city againft the Moors, and 
that the property fhould defcend by 
right to his heirs. No individual, what
ever the editors of the chronological 
abridgment of the hiftory of Spain may 
fay to the contrary, thought himfelf fuf- 

ficiently
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ficiently rich and powerful for the un» 
dertaking. The knights templars, at 
that time very powerful, were the only 
perfons who generoufly came and offered 
tb defend the place. Sanchez at firit' 
refufed them, but at length was pre
vailed upon to confent, and the tem
plars, defirous of being aided in their 
enterprize by a confiderable number of 
gentlemen, after having taken poifeifion 
of the city, propofed to the king to 
found the military order of Calatrava. 
It was inftituted the fame year, that is, 
in 1158, with the foie intention of com
bating the Moors and oppofing their 
conquefts.

The popes, Alexander III. Gregory VIII. 
and Innocent III. approved of the order; 
the knights adopted the rule of Citeaux; 
aifumed a uniform proper for military 
expeditions, and fulfilled their duty ih 
an exemplary manner. The order at 
prefent is neither religious nor military^ 
but has annexed to it thirty-four com
mandcries and eight priories, the revenue 

of 
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of which are eftimated together at an 
hundred and twenty thoufand ducats 
per annum. The crofs differs from that 
of the order of Alcantara in colour only; 
the latter is green, and the former red.

The military order of Saint James 
had its origin in Galicia, in the year 
1170, Under the reign of Ferdinand II. 
king of Leon. There was in the envi
rons of Sainfiago a convent of regu
lar canons, of the order of Saint Au- 
guftin, governed by a prior elected by 
themfelves. Several of the nobility, at 
the head of whom was Pedro Fernando 
de Fuente Encalada, having refolved 
to form a military order, under the title 
of the order of Saint James, Were ex
tremely anxious to execute their projeét, 
and imagined they ihould never be able 
to live in the orderly and decent manner 
Worthy of knights, if they had not priefts 
who ihould take the charge of their 
confciences. It feemed to them fitting, 
the better to fucceed in their enterprize, 
that they ihould become united to the

Vol. III. Dd prior
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prior and canons of the monaftery of 
Loyo, becaufe thefe led a very regular 
life, fuch as the knights themfelves had 
propofed. They communicated their 
intentions to Don Celebrano, archbiihop 
of Toledo, and to Don Pedro Martinez, 
archbiihop of Santiago, by whom they 
were approved of. The pope’s legate 
confirmed the aflent of the two prelates, 
and the order was eftablilhed under the 
rule of Saint Auguftin. The knights 
wear a medal, upon which is a red fword, 
at the button hole of their coat. This 
order has eighty-feven commanderies in 
the kingdoms of Caftile and Leon, 
which annually produce two hundred 
and feventy-two thoufand ducats.

The order of the Golden Fleece was 
inftituted by Philip II. duke of Bur= 
gundy, count of Flanders, and furnamed 
the Good. His defire to add to the 
fplendor of his marriage with the Infanta 
Ifabella, daughter of John I. king of 
Portugal, infpired him with the idea 
of this inftitution. The ioth of January,

14:9,
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1429, the day of his marriage, was that 
alio of the foundation of the order: he 
fixed the number of knights at twenty- 
four, and named Saint Andrew for their 
patron. Charles V. afterward, increafed 
the number to fifty-one. To be received 
a knight of the order, it is necefiary 
either to be a prince, a grandee of Spain, 
or diftinguiihed by great and fignal fer- 
vices.

According to its conftitution, the 
grand-mafter is to be the head of the 
houfe of Burgundy, fo that fince the 
marriage of the archduke Philip I. with 
the Infanta Jane, heirefs to the catholic 

' kings, and mother to Charles V. the 
kings of Spain have poifelfed the grand- 
mafterihip of the order, and perpetuated 
it in their Hates; and fince the time of 
Charles V. they have alfo enjoyed the 
revenues and title of grand-mafter of 
Alcantara, Calatrava, and Santiago.

The royal order of Charles III. was 
inftituted by that monarch the 19th of 

D d 2 Sep-
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September, 1771, to celebrate the birth 
ofan infant,who is fince dead. CharlesIII. 
placed his order under the protection of 
the Virgin, and the myftery of her im
maculate conception. The principal rules 
of the conftitution of the order are, that 
all the kings, his fucceffors, ihall be 
the grand-mailers of it, and have the 
foie right of appointing the knights.

Thefe are of two kinds: thofe of the 
Great Crofs, and the Knights Penfioners: 
the number of the former is fixed at fixty, 
and that of the latter at two hundred. 
Perfons who are received into the order 
of the Great Crols mult be twenty-five 
years of age; but thofe of the royal fa
mily and foreign princes are exempt 
from the rule.

AGRICULTURE.

THE caufes of the depopulation of 
Spain, and the negleCt of agriculture in 
that kingdom, are fo well known as to 
make it unneceifary for me here to 
enumerate them. Government, better 
underftanding its real interefts, feems 
difpofed to pay attention to every thing 
which regards political ceconomy- The 
favour it fhews to the different focieties 
eftablifhed under the name of Amigos del 
Pais, friends to their country, is a proof 
of this, fince their end is to encourage 
induftry, and animate and improve agri
culture, but the progrefs they have 
hitherto made has been but very flow. 
A few years of vigilance, and encourage
ment, have not been fufficient to repair 
the evil caufed by feveral centuries of 
indolence. Befides, one of the chief 
obftacles with which the zeal of the 
focieties will meet for a long time to 
come, is lefs the want of population, for 

D d 3 it
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it is proved that the population of Spain 
has encreafed one third within thefe thirty 
years, than the too great diftance between 
one village and another. Moil travellers 
who have gone through the kingdom 
mutt have obferved that but few lands, 
except thofe at the diftance of a league 
or more from the cities and villiages, 
are cultivated, and it is not poflible to 
clear fuch as are more remote, fince, 
in fome places, there is not a fingle 
habitation in the fpace of four, five, or 
fix leagues. The intermediate lands feem 
to be facred, and would be profaned by 
the plough or hoe, and fome villages 
become poor and wretched, becaufe they 
are too great and populous. The firft . 
care of government ought to be, to fix 
the limits of all the towns, villages, and 
hamlets; and inftead of fuffering them 
to extend, to oblige them to feparate. 
Men would then cover a greater fpace, 
and the wafte lands would obtain a 
value. Spain affords a proof of this in 
the kingdom of Valencia and the Sierra 
Morena.

In
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In countries not peopled in propor
tion to their extent, the ceconomy of 
men and cattle ihould be well under- 
ftood; yet it is not uncommon, in Spain, 
to fee, in a field of only an acre, ten or 
twelve pair of oxen, which one after 
the other follow the fame furrow, and 
are guided by as many labourers; whilft 
in a neighbouring enclofure, ten or 
fifteen men, arranged in the fame man
ner as the oxen, are provided with 
fpades, and fcarcely fcrape the land. 
Many inconveniences arife from this 
mode of cultivation. The firft is un
doubtedly that of ufelefsly employing 
too many hands; but the moft danger
ous one is, that the earth, not being 
fufficiently opened, does not communi
cate to the plants and grain the vital 
principles they ought to receive from 
it. The fogs and dews, which are al
ways abundant in Spain, not penetra
ting the earth, are too foon exhaled 
by the fun. The plants wither, and 
the rain, if it be heavy, roots them up; 
the winds alone are fufficient to make

D d 4 con-
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confidcrable ravages in lands io culti
vated. Yet notwithftanding the dif? 
advantages of this very defective mode 
of cultivation, it has been remarked, 
that, upon an average, the harveft fur- 
nilhes, in corn, the fubfiftence of a 
year and a half for all Spain. What 
would be the produce were all the lands 
well cultivated ?

It may be fuppofed that in confequence 
of this abundance,were there a few public 
graneries, there ought never to be awant 
of corn in Spain : yet a fcarcity frequent
ly happens in fome provinces, becaufe 
exportation is there badly underitood; 
bread is alfo much dearer there than 
in France. It is true the Spanifh pea- 
fant is unacquainted with the black 
and difguiling bread which the French 
labourer frequently eats; the whiteft 
bread made from the belt wheat is eaten 
by every clafs of perfons. The Caftiles 
and Eilramadura are the moil fertile 
provinces in corn, and to thefe efpe- 

daily
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.dally government ought to turn it?, 
attention.

Several remedies might be applied 
to the great fterility complained of in 
Spain. The firft, whence a double ad
vantage mult be derived, would be to 
plant trees. Travellers have the fatigue 
of eroding the immenfe plains of Caftile 
without meeting with the fmalleft fhrub. 
Moil of the provinces are well fupplied 
with fprings, but thefe difappear in very 
hot weather. Were care taken to plant 
trees by the fid.es of rivers and rivulets, 
the effect of the fun would be con- 
fiderably leffened; and were others planted 
in the country, rain water would remain 
longer upon the earth.

The foil of the country between Ma
drid and the Sierra Morena, and from 
Talavera to Badajos has a fuperficies of 
a foot and a half of fand, under which 
the earth is clayey and ftrong: thus 
nature herfelf has furnilhed upon the 
land what is proper to mix with it, 

and

1
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and nothing remains to be done but to 
fupply it with moifture; and this, as 
I have already obferved, might be effec
ted by properly iheltering the fprings 
from the heat of the fun.

When we recoiled! that in Spain there 
are upwards of an hundred and fifty 
rivers, fix of which are large ones, and 
numerous fprings in the mountains, the 
want of moifture in the earth muft ap
pear to proceed from the indolence of 
the inhabitants ; fince the climate of 
Spain, notwithftanding the great heat, 
is fo favourable to the natural fertility 
of the lands, that even thofe moil ex- 
pofed to the fun, fometimes produce 
an hundred fold.

One of the firft reforms to be made 
for the benefit of agriculture in Spain» 
fhould be to prohibit the too general 
ufe of mules*.  The horfe, confidering 

his
* A fet of horfes are feldom feen in that king

dom. Notwithftanding the prohibition, which has 
been feveral times renewed, of being drawn by 

mvhs» 
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his beauty only, undoubtedly deferves 
the preference; but while we grant to 
the mule all the fuperiority of ftrength 
and frugality fuppofed in him, his inca
pability of multiplying his fpecies ought 
to be decifive for his exclufion. Igno
rance of the art of agriculture and an ill 
judged luxury alone fupport the nation
al prejudice in favour of mules, moft of 
which are bought from other coun
tries at an extravagant price. If in fome 
parts of Spain the horfe be not ftrong 
enough to fupport the climate in thofe 
places, let the ufe of mules be con
tinued ; but wherever horfes can be 
fafely employed they feem under every 
point of view to merit a preference.

The great number of bulls likewife, 
which are kept in indolence, and at a 
great expence to the public, to be de- 
ftroyed for & cruel amufement ought to

mules, or making any ufe of them in travelling, 
none but women and eccleiiaftics being exempt from 
the law, the old cuftora has conftantly prevailed. 
Thefe prohibitions were made bec^ufe the breed of 
horfes began to be loft.

be
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be diminiihed. If the people be fo at
tached to bull-fights as not to be fatif- 
fied without them, the number of vic
tims might be reduced; and inftead of 
twenty bulls, which in thofe butchering 
diverfions are torn to pieces alive, the 
facrifice of four ihould be fufficient. 
Agriculture would gain confiderably by 
fuch a reform.

Mr. Bowles who, in his Introduction 
to the Natural Hiftory and Geography 
of Spain, gives the moil fatisfaftory 
proofs that he has well examined the 
productions of that kingdom, affures 
us, that neither Belon or Rauwolf 
mention any plant in the environs of 
Jerufalem which he has not found in 
this country.

I do not think it altogether ufelefs to 
give fome idea of certain plants, trees, 
and fhrubs found in Spain.

The turpentine tree is rather corn- 
it is pricked by an infeCt to demon ;
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pofit its eggs, and the punCture produces 
a gall nut, of the colour of coral; and 
as the nut, inftead of becoming more 
round, lengthens out upwards of half 
an inch, and takes the form of the horn 
of a goat, this kind of turpentine tree is 
vulgarly called ConzzAz&vz. The roots, fre
quently thicker than the trunk, produce 
a very hard wood, handfomely veined, 
and which takes, in the lathe, all the 
forms the artift wiihes to give it. It is 
fufceptible of a fine poliih, and at Ori- 
huela great quantities of it are made 
into fnuff-boxes, known by the name of 
wood of Orihuela. , But the workmen 
are not ingenious; very few of the boxes 
I law made in the country had either 
elegance or neatnefs.

The Indian fig tree (Opuntia) is very 
common in the eaftern and fouthern 
parts of Spain, and although this ihrub 
be originally from the Indies, it grows 
every where without cultivation, in the 
openings of the rocks, even where it 
fcarcely finds earth enough to take root.

Its

I
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Its flower is almoft the fize of a com
mon carnation, but more tufted, of a 
very red colour and without thorns, but 
the leaves, by which it is enveloped 
whilft yet in the bud, are armed with 
iharp prickles. The fruit which fuc- 
ceeds the flower refembles the common 
ftp-; it ftains with red the urine of fuch 
as eat of it. It was by chance difcovered 
in England, that the bones of a pig, kept 
in the houfe of a dyer, and which had 
been fed with madder, were ftained with 
red. The experiment was repeated and 
confirmed by the academy of fciences at 
Paris.

The great palm tree grows in all the 
fouthern provinces of Spain; but is 
found in the greateft abundance in the 
kingdom of Valencia, in the environs 
of the Elche, where the plain is covered 
with it as far as the eye can reach. It is faid 
there are upwards of fifty thoufand trees, 
two-thirds of which are at leaft an hun
dred and twenty feet high, and form a 
magnificent foreft. The dates they pro

duce
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duce hang in clufters of from fifteen to 
twenty-five pounds weight, at the top 
of the tree. They are lefs fweet and not 
fo good as thofe of the Levant; but this 
I am of opinion depends in part on the 
preparation of the latter, which cor
rects the hulk of the fruit, naturally 
rather four.

There are feveral kinds of oak in 
Spain. The Ilex aculeata cocciglandifera is 
that under the prickly leaves of which is 
found the kermes, or the worm known 
by the name of the Gall-infeCt, ufed in 
the dying of fcarlet, and which was very 
valuable to the ancients: but the ufe of it 
is now lefs frequent on account of the 
abundance of the infect called Cochineal? 
brought from America. This kind of 
oak is called in Spaniih Cofcoxa.

The Suber or Alcornoque is the kind of 
oak which produces cork; its acorns 
are bitter. Every four years it is de- 
fpoiled of its bark as far as the cuticle; 
were this injured the tree would decay.

After
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After this operation the tree produces 
a kind of liquor which congeals in the 
air, and in four or five years forms the 
new cork.

The real oak, called in Spaniih Encindi 
is a very high tree, with a thick foliage,- 
and wood extremely hard : the roots are 
more porous and flexible. This oak 
produces very large acorns of an oblong 
fhape, and fo palatable, that they are 
eaten in the manner of chefnuts. There 
is a variety of this kind of oak, the 
leaves of which are fmooth and glitter
ing, but the acorns are neither fo Urge 
nor fo good as thofe of the former.-

The northern mountains of Spain 
produce white oak, very fit for fllip
building; the leaf is very broad and 
indented, and falls in winter. This tree 
produces bitter acorns.

The beech alfo grows in the northern 
provinces, upon the tops of the moun
tains, where the oak cannot fupport it" 

felf; 
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felf; it grows in the plains likewife, and 
produces fruit of a triangular form.

The walnut tree is common enough 
in fome parts of Spain. It is aftoniihing 
that this tree has not been planted in 
other parts of the kingdom, where it 
would thrive extremely well.

Mott of the olive trees are, if I may 
fo fay, nothing but bark; this arifes 
from the bad method of planting them, 
which confifts in taking a branch from 
the tree, fplitting it into four parts at 
one end, and putting it into the earth, 
fo that the water and heat rot the infide. 
Spain produces, in general, an abun
dance of oil; but for the mold part it 
has a bad fmell, and is detefiable to the 
tafte, whilfl: it might be rendered as 
good as that of the fouthern provinces 
of France.

Andalufia abounds with olive trees; 
thofe of Lucena and the environs pro- . 
duce a round little olive of a good qua-

Vol. Ill, Ee lity
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lity for making of oil. The olives of 
Seville are as large as a pigeon^s egg, 
and are excellent for preferving.

The apple tree in Bifcay feems to be 
in its natural climate ; the fpecies of it 
in this province are exceedingly nume
rous. The rennets are common, with 
a little variety amongft them : the cher
ry tree grows to the height of an elm 
the peaches are delicious, and in the 
fame province are found the four beft 
kinds of pear.

The people of Valencia pretend that 
their filk is finer, lighter, and more 
imooth than that of Murcia, becaufe 
they lop their mulberry trees every two 
years, and the Murcians lop theirs only 
once in three years, which makes the 
leaf ftronger and more four. But to this 
may be oppofed the example of the in
habitants of Granada, who never lop 
their trees, and may juftly boaft of pro
ducing the fine ft and fmootheft filh 
in Spain. The cultivation of the mul

berry
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berry tree in the kingdom of Granada is 
indifputably the belli

The kingdom of Murcia Contains fo« 
refts of orange and lemon trees, and all 
other fruits of this kind are found there 
in the greateft abundance. The oranges 
of Murcia are in general larger and 
fweeter than thofe of the kingdom of 
Valencia, Catalonia and the reft of Spain,

The plant the Spaniards call the Pita? 
is the aloe of America. The kind of grafs 
they call Efparta is very common, for it 
covers a great part of Spain. It ferves 
to make ropes, mats, and feveral ufeful 
articles. Mr. Bowles fays, he counted 
upwards of forty methods of employing 
it. A few years fince the Spaniards found 
the means of fpinning this plant like 
hemp or flax, and making it into very 
fine linen. Charles III. rewarded the 
perfon who made this truly valuable 
difcovery, and granted him feveral pri
vileges.

ThoE e %
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The Spaniards efteem the faffron 
which grows in La Mancha to be the beft 
in Europe. All the provinces of Spain, 
produce more or lefs hemp and flax : but 
there are diftridts more favourable to 
them than others, as Murcia to flax, 
and Arragon to hemp.

The cotton plant is not uncommon 
in Valencia, and it feems extremely fur- 
prifing the inhabitants ihould now neg- 
ledt it, as it was formerly cultivated there 
with great fuccefs.

Along the coaft from Malaga to Gi
braltar there are upwards of twelve ma- 
nufadtories of fugar : the little village 
of Motril contains four, which have ex- 
ifted from time immemorial, and, ac
cording to tradition, Spain is indebted 
to the Moors for the fugar-cane, and 
the manner of preparing it. This cul
tivation might in that kingdom be more 
extenfive ; the fame diftridls are proper 
for the ananas alfo, and many other 
plants and fruit trees of America. Spain 

alfo
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alfo produces cinnamon, but it has nei
ther the tafte nor balfamic flavour of 
that brought us by the Dutch.

Spain has received from Nature a cli
mate the molt favourable to every kind 
of cultivation, and will become one of 
themoft flouriihing countries of Europe, 
whenever ihe fhall remedy certain er
rors and abufes which have hitherto 
proved moil deftrudtive both to popu
lation and induftry.
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APPENDIX.

hi/lruSlions for the Office of the Holy In- 
quiftion., given at Toledo in 1561, and in 
which thofe of the Tear 1484 are in
cluded^.

WE Don Ferdinand de Valdes, by 
the divine mercy, archbilhop of 

Seville, apoftolical inquifitor general for 
the extirpation of heretical perverfity 
and apoftacy throughout all the king
doms and territories of his catholic 
majefty, &c.

By thefe prefents notify to you the 
reverend apoilolical inquifitors againfl 
heretical perverfity and apoftacy in all

* This paper muft appear the more valuable and 
curious, as copies of thefe inftruftions for the holy 
office were become exceedingly fcarce, and thus the 
darknefs which furrounded that dreadful tribunal 
became increafed, on which account it would gladly 
have prevented the reprinting of them.—See Vol. I. 
page 344.

E e 4 the
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the faid kingdoms, territories and do
mains, that we are informed, although 
it be provided and eftabliihed by the 
inftru ¿lions of the holy office of inqui- 
fition, that the fame proceedings ihould 
be obferved in all the inquifitions, there 
are fome in which they are not fo pro
perly obferved as they ought to be ; and 
in order to provide that in future there 
may be no difference between them in 
this refpedt, after repeated difcuffions 
and conferences in the council of the 
inquifition general, it has been deter
mined that the following orders ihall be 
obferved in all the inquifitions.

I.
Examination of the charge.

When the inquifitors ihall affemble 
to examine the evidence refulting from a 
vifit, or from any other means whatfo- 
ever, if there be found perfons fufficiently 
convidled of a crime of which the holy 
office has cognizance *,  learned andcon-

* The tranflator has not confined himfelf to a literal 
cxaftnefs; he has avoided repetitions, and cojitra&ed 

the
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fcientious theologifts, and fuch as are 
provided with the requifite qualifica
tions, ihall be confulted thereupon, and 
ihall give their advice in writing, figned 
with their names.

Information or impeachment.
The inquifitors having been fatisfied 

by the decifion of the theologifts, that 
the matter relates to the faith, that the 
ceremonies in ufe among the Jews or 
the Moors are in queftion, or herefy, 
or manifeft and inconteftible adherence 
to herefy, the fifcal ihall impeach the 
perfon or perfons in queftion, requiring 
that they may be arrefted on the prefen-

the diffufe ftyle of thefe inftruftions. Note of the 
French tranjlationfrom the tfanifh.

The kieg, by a mandate publifhed in 1770, or
dered the inquifitor general to recommend to the 
inquifitors to confine themfelves to the cognizance 
of the crimes of herefy and apoftacy, without dif- 
lronouring the fubjefts by imprifonment before they 
had previoufly obtained againft them the moft evi
dent proofs, Note of the tyanifb editor.

tation
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tation of the depofitions, and the opi
nion which declares their crime«

III.
Decree of imprifonment.

The inquifitors, after having together 
feen the information, if they be both 
prefent, ihall order imprifonment. It 
feems that this decree would be more 
authentic were it concerted with the 

i counfellors of the inquifition, were there 
no inconvenience in doing it, and that 
the inquifitors thought it neceffary and 
proper ; and that whatever thefe ihall 
agree ihould form a record in the procefs.

IV.
JI perfon againjl whom there are not fuffi- 

cient depofitions fhall neither be fummoned 
nor examined.
In cafe the depofitions againft any 

perfon charged with the crime of hereiy 
ihall not be fufficient to juftify his im
prifonment, no other rigorous meafures 
ihall be taken againft him ; thefe would 

only
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only ferve to put others upon their guard. 
It will therefore be better to wait for 
new proofs, or new indications.

V.
appeal to the council, if opinions be divided 

and the matter ferious.
If the inquifitors agree relative to the 

imprifonment, they ihall proceed to ex
ecute it in the manner determined upon; 
and in cafes in which the affair is of a 
ferious nature, feeing that it may affedt 
perfons of quality, or for other motives, 
they Ihall conlult the council*,  before 
they execute their fentence; and if opi
nions differ, the fentence ihall be fent 
to the faid council to be finally deter
mined on,

VI.
Order for imprifonment and fequeflration.
The inquifitors ihall fign the order 

of imprifonment, which ihall be given

* The fupreme council of the inquiiition, called 
Sufcrema.

to 
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to the alguazil of the holy office, and 
to no other perfon, unlefs it be to one 
legally employed. The imprifonment 
ihall be accompanied with fequeftration 
of property, conformable to the inftruc- 
tions of the holy office. Not more than 
one perfon ihall be named in the war
rant of imprifonment, in order that if it 
be neceifary to communicate it to a 
perfon who is a ftranger to the holy 
office, the names of the others may re
main fecret; and to the end that the or
der of arreft againft each prifoner may 
be entered in his particular procefs. The 
fequeftration of property is to take place 
when the imprifonment is for formal 
herefy, and not in other cafes, in which 
the inquifitors have a power to im- 
prifon; and in the fequeftration, the 
property in the pofleffion only of the 
perfon to be arrefted ihall be in
tended, and not that in the hands of 
another which may belong to him. The 
decree which ihall pronounce the im
prifonment of the criminal, ihall be in- 
ferted in the procefs, and the day in 

which 

O F S P A 1 N. 429

which the decree ihall have been pafied, 
and the perfon to whom it ihall have 
been given ihall be therein exprefsly 
mentioned.

VII.
Who are to be pref ent at the execution of the 

arreft.
The receiver of the inquifition, or his 

deputy (if the former be employed in 
the duties of his office) with his alguazil 
and the notary of the fequeftrations, 
ihall be prefent at the execution of the 
arrefts made by the inquifition, that the 
receiver may approve of the perfon whom 
the alguazil ihall name to receive the 
fequeftration; and that in cafe he ihould 
not approve of him, he may require 
another more properly qualified for the 
purpofe.

VIII.
The manner in 'which the fequeftration is to 

be made.
The notary of the fequeftrations ihall 

take the moil particular account of the 
above
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above fequeftration, that when the re
ceiver takes poffeffion of the property, 
or the fequeftration is taken away, an 
exaft ftatement of it may be prepared, 
taking care to exprefs at the beginning, 
the day of the month, and to have it 
figned at the bottom by him, or thofe, 
to whom it ihall be confided, jointly 
with the alguazil, in prefence of wit- 
nefies, and requiring fufficient fecurity 
of him to whom it ihall be entrufted. 
This perfon ihall receive from the notary 
a fimple copy, without expence, of the 
fequeftration; but if any other perfon 
ihall require a copy, the notary ihall 
not be obliged to give him it, without a 
certain fee.

IX.
What the algtiazil is allowed to take front 

the fequeftered property.

The alguazil ihall take from the fe- 
queftered property the money which 
fall to him feem necefary to conduft 
the criminal to prifon, and fix or eight 

ducats.

431 
ducats more for the expences of the 
latter, and his food, but what the beafts 
of burthen, which carry him, his bed, 
and effefts, ihall confume, ihall be at his 
own charge. If no money be found 
among the things fequeftered, the al
guazil ihall fell a part of them, feleft- 
ing the leaft ufeful, as far as the amount 
of the above fum; and he ihall exprefs 
and fign at the bottom of the fequeftra
tion what he ihall have received; and 
ihall pay, in prefence of the notary of 
the fequeftrations, who ihall infert it in 
the procefs, the furplus to the officer 
charged with the expence of the pri- 
foners; and an account of all ihall be 
rendered to the inquifitors, in prefence 
of whom the latter ihall receive what is 
to be put into his hands.

X.
Conduct to he obferved by the alguazil with 

refpecl to the prif oners.
The criminal being arrefted, the al

guazil ihall imprifon him in fo fecret a 
manner as to prevent his being feen or 

fpoken
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fpoken to by any perion, or receivirig 
advice, either verbally or in writing; and 
he ihall take the fame meafures with 
all the other prifoners, between whom 
lie ihall prevent all communication, 
unlefs the inquifitors ihall have in
formed him that no inconvenience 
can arife from permitting it. He ihall 
leave them neither arms, papers, money 
nor jewels; he ihall afterwards conduit 
them to the prifon of the holy office, 
and deliver them into the cuftody of the 
alcaydes, who ihall certify, on the war
rant of imprifonment, brought him by 
the alguazil, that he has received the 
prifoners, adding the day and hour of 
their being committed into his cuitody, 
that the ftate of their expences may be 
properly regulated. The warrant ihall 
be inferted in the procefs, and the al
guazil ihall immediately give an account 
to the inquifitors of the execution of 
their orders. The alcayde ihall obferve 
all thefe formalities with refpect to each 
prifoner, before he locks him up, ex
amining all his clothes, leaft he ihould 

intro-
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Introduce any of the things above-men
tioned into the prifon, or any thing dan
gerous ; all which is to be done in the 
prefence of one of the notaries of the holy 
office. Whatever is found upon the 
prifoner ihall be hated in the fequeftra- 
tion, and depofited with fome perfon 
whom the inquifitors ihall name.

XL
Injunction to the alcayde.

The alcayde ihall not put the pri
foners together, nor fuffer them to com
municate with each other, unlefs it be 
in confequence of a pofitive order from 
the inquifitors.

XII.
I he fame,

He ihall alfo keep a regifter in 
which he ihall enter all the linen and 
clothes brought by each prifoner, 
which regifter ihall be figned by him- 
felf and the notary of the fequeftra- 
tions. He ihall obferve the fame me
thod relative to every thing he ihall re- 

Vol. III. F f ceive
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ceive during the imprifonment, giving 
an account of thefe, before he accepts 
them, to the two inquifitors, that he 
may obtain their permiffion fo to do; 
he ihall carefully examine them to af- 
fure himfelf that they conceal nothing, 
and fhall give them to the prifoners 
according as their wants ihall requite.

t
XIII.

Firjl audience, and quejiions to be ajked by 
the inquifitors.

The prifoner being already in prifon, 
the inquifitors, when they fhall think 
proper, Ihall have him brought before 
them, and, in prefence of a notaiy en
joined to fecrecy, after having admi- 
niftered to him an oath, fhall aik him 
his name, age and profeilion, his formci 
place of abode, and how long he has 
been a prifoner. The inquifitors ihall 
treat the prifoners with humanity accord
ing to their rank, preferving over them 
a proper authority, without endeavoui- 
ins- to irritate them. Prifoners are com- 
monly feated upon a bench or a Imv 

chair? 
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chair, that they may give their anfwer 
more at their eafe ; but they Hand to 
hear the accufations againit them.

XIV.
fhe fame.

Immediately afterwards they fhall be 
ordered to declare their pedigree for as 
many generations as they are acquainted 
with it, beginning with their father 
and mother, and proceeding to their 
grandfather, &c. and naming all their 
collateral relations as far as they can re
coiled!, Hating what have been their 
profeffions, and indicating their places 
of abode ; to whom they were married ; 
whether they be dead or living, and 
what children they have left; to whom 
they themfelves are or have been mar
ried; how many times they have en
tered that Hate ; the children they have 
had, how many of them are living, and 
their age; and the notary ihall take 
down in his notes this account of their 
pedigree, placing the name of each 
perfon at the beginning of the line, 

F f 2 and
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and expreffing whether or not any one 
of their family has been punilhcd by 
the inquifition. ‘

XV.
Admonitions to be given to the accused.
This done, the accufed ihall be afked. 

where he was brought up, and with 
whom ; if he has ftudied any profeffion; 
jf he has ever been out of the kingdom,, 
and with whom ? And when he ihall 
have anfwered to thefe queftions, he 
ihall be afked in general terms, if he 
has any knowledge of the caufe of his 
imprisonment; and according to the 
anfwer he ihall give, other queftions, 
relative to his cafe, ihall be put to him; 
and it ihall be obferved to him, that he 
mu ft confefs the truth, conformable to. 
the ftyle and inftrudtions of the holy 
office, in giving him three admonitions 
upon different days, and after fome in
terval of time. The notary ihall ftate 
in his papers what the actufed ihall 
have confeffed, and everything that ihall 
Jiave paiied during the audience. The
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prisoner ihall Iikewife bequeftioned con- 
ternin'g prayer and the chriftian dodtrine; 
he ihall be afked where, when, and to 
whom he went to confeffion, and the 
inquiiitors are cautioned to take care 
neither to be too preffing nor negligent 
in their enquiries, not to omit thofe 
which are eflential, and to aik no quef
tions irrelevant to the information of 
which they are in poffeffion, unlefs the 
accufed gives room for fuch by his own 
confeffion ; and, whilft he is giving his 
anfwers, they are to let him fpeak freely, 
without interrupting him, unlefs he fays 
improper things;

XVI.
Advice to the inquifitors.

In order that the inquifitors may be 
enabled to fulfil thefe conditions, and 
judge with juftice, they ought conftantly 
to be on their guard againft being led 
into error, as well in the depofitions as 
in the confeffions ; and it is with this 
precaution they ihall examine and im
partially decide the caufe conformable 
to truth and juftice.

Ff3 XVII.
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XVII.
The inquifitors, except in the exercife of their 

functions, fall have no communication with 
the accufed.

The inquifitors ihall neither commu
nicate with nor fpeak to the accufed, 
neither during nor after the audience, 
except concerning things relative to the 
bufinefs in queftion. The notary, in 
prefence of whom the audience ihall be 
given, ihall write down every thing 
the inquifitor or inquifitors ihall fay to 
the prifoners, and the anfwers of the 
latter ; and, the audience being finiihed, 
the inquifitors ihall order the notary to 
read all he has written, that the pri- 
foner may, if he thinks proper, add or 
corredt any thing, and that his anfwers 
once finiihed and taken down, it may 
no more become neceffary to hear wit- 
neifes on the fubjeét.

XVIII.
Accufation of the ffcal.

The fifcal ihall be careful to explain 
the charges againft the accufed in the 
terms prefcribed by the mandate, charg
ing him with herefy in general, and 
of every other offence of which infor
mation ihall have been given in parti
cular, whether by the depofitions of wit- 
neifes, or the confeffions the accufed 
ihall have made ; and although the in
quifitors can have no cognizance of 
crimes unconneéted with manifeft herefy, 
if the witneifes have depofed againft him 
in other matters, thefe ihall alfo form

* X

a part of the accufation of the fifcal ; 
not that the inquifitors may puniih him 
for it, but to aggravate his crime of he
refy, to prove his want of Chrifiianity, 
or his perverfe life, and thence to draw 
information relative to the matters of 
faith in queftion.

XVIIL
Ff 4 XIX.
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XIX.
He who confefies, is to be accufed, that he 

may be brought to trial.
Although the accufed may have con- 

fefled what the witnefles have depofed, 
the fifcal is to accufe him in form, that 
the profecution may be proceeded upon 
according to his requeft, as it is begun 
upon his information, and that the 
judges may pronounce more freely the 
pain or penitence they are to inflidt; ex

perience having proved, that a different 
form may produce inconvenience.

XX.
He accufed is always to declare what he has 

to fay upon the oath he has taken.
The accufed having, at the beginning 

of the profecution, fworn to fpeak the 
truth, he is to be put in mind of his 
oath every time he appears at the au
dience, that the oath may always pre
cede the depofition ; a precaution of great 
effedt, when he is to fpeak of other 
perfons.

XXI.
fihe fifcal is to require that the accufed may 

be put to the torture.
At the end of the accufation, it feems 

convenient and ufeful, that the fifcal fhould 
demand, in cafe the intention of the ac
cufed be not clearly proved, and that it 
appears neceifary, that the torture fhould 
be applied, becaufe, as he ought not to 
fuffer it but upon the requifition of the 
public profecutor, and not without its 
being notified to him, it cannot be given 
at a part of the profecution which fur- 
niihes him lefs opportunity to prepare 
for it, or when he would be thereby lefs 
affedted.

XXII?
Admonition to the accufed. An advocate 

to be allowed him.
The fifcal ihall prefent the accufation 

to the inquifitors; the notary ihall read 
the whole of it, in prefence of the ac
cufed; the fifcal ihall take the ufual 
oathj and the audience ihall immediately 

ter-XXI.
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terminate. The accufed fhall anfwer 
article by article in prefence of the 
inquifitor or inquifitors, before whom 
the accufation ihall have been laid ; 
and, to avoid confufion, the anfwer 
ihall be written in the fame form al
though the accufed may have anfwered 
in the negative to all the articles.

XXIII.
Sentence of proof without fixing a term.

The inquifitor or inquifitors ihall 
obferve to the accufed of what con- 
fequence it is to him to tell the truth; 
and this done, they ihall name to make 
his defence, the advocate or advocates of 
the holy office, deputed for thatpurpofe; and 
in prefence of any one inquifitor what- 
foever, the accufed ihall have com
munication with this man of the law, 
and, according to his advice, ihall an
fwer verbally or in writing to the ac
cufation ; and the man of the law, be
fore he charges himfelf with the defence, 
ihall fwear to defend him well and 
faithfully, and to keep fecret all that he 

ihall
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ihall fee and come to the knowledge 
of; and although he was fworn when 
he was received in the holy office as a 
man learned in the law, he ought, as 
a chriftian, to exhort the accufed to tell 
the truth, and to afk for puniihment 
if he be culpable. His anfwer ihall be 
notified to the fifcal; and the parties being 
prefent as well as the advocate, the caufe be
ing terminated, the proof fhall be received. 
In this fentence it is not the cujiom to fix a 
certain term, nor to fummon the parties to be 
prefent at the oath of the witnefies, becaufe 
neither the accufed nor any perfon in his 
behalf are then to be pref ent.

XXIV.
What is to be communicated to the advocate.

That the man of the law may better 
advife and defend the accufed, the con- 
feffions made during the profecution are 
to be read in his prefence, provided they 
regard no third perfon; but if the ac
cufed will continue his confeffions, the 
advocate ihall be obliged to retire,

If
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XXV.
If the accufed be under twenty-five 

years of age, he ihall be provided with a 
guardian in form, before he anfwers to 
the accufation, and ihall confirm the 
confeffion he has made; and the pro- 
fecution fhall be carried on againft him 
under the authority of the guardian, who 
may not be one of the minifters of the 
holy office, but either, the advocate him- 
felf, or any other perfon of a good con
fidence and worthy of credit.

XXVI.
Functions of the ffcal after the fentence of 

proof.
The fifcal fhall afterwards, in prefence 

of the accufed, produce the depofitions 
and proofs againft him, as well there 
in the procefs as in the regifters and 
writings of the holy office. He ihall 
require the anfwers to be examined, 
that the witnefles may, according to 
form of law, ratify their depofitions; 
and, this done, that the depofitions be 

publiihed,
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publiihed, and that what the accufed 
or his advocate may have to fay be in- 
ferted in the procefs.

XXVII.
New accufation to be brought againft the 

criminal upon what may afterwards arife.
The parties having been prefent at 

the reading of the evidence, if in any 
part of the profecution new incidents 
come to light, or the accufed ihould 
commit a new crime, the fifcal ihall 
accufe him a-new. The accufed fhall 
anfwer in the form already prefcribed, 
and the profecution ihall be continued; 
although in cafe the new incident be 
connected with the chief crime, it feems 
fufficient to inform the accufed that 
another proof is obtained againft him.

XXVIII.
Audience to, be granted to the accufed whenever 

he f all defire it.
As there is generally fome delay be

tween the fentence of proof and the 
publication of the depositions^ every 

time 
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time the prifoner demands an audience 
he ihall be Pent for by thealcayde (as is 
the cuftom) The audience ought to be 
granted him as well becaufe it is a con
solation to the accufed to be heard, as 
that it often furnifhes them an oppor
tunity of adding fomething to their jus
tification, and that thefe delays may 
give them new ideas.

XXIX.
Ratification of evidence.

The inquifitors ihall immediately pro
ceed to the ratification of the evidence, 
and every thing which the fifcal ihall 
have further demanded, to prove the 
crime and come at the truth.

XXX.
Form to be obferved in the ratification of 

evidence.
The parties being received at the 

ratification, the witneifes ihall confirm 
their depofitions, according to the forms 
of law, before two ecclefiaftics properly 
qualified, chriftians of an ancient race, 

who
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who ihall have been fworn to fecrefy, 
and who ihall bear a good charadter 
with refpedt to their morals and manner 
of life. In their prefence the witneifes ■ 
ihall be told that the fifcal prefents them 
as fuch ; they ihall be aiked if they re- 
colledt to have faid,before a judge, things 
relative to the faith; and if they an- 
fwer in the affirmative they ihall repeat 
the fubftance of what they have faid; 
and, if they have no remembrance of it, 
they ihall be aiked fuch general quef- 
tions as may bring it again to their re- 
eolledtion. If the witnefs requires what 
he has already faid to be read to him, 
his requeft muft be complied with, whe
ther he be one of the prifoners or any 
other perfon. The notary ihall write 
down what pafles, and the fituation of 
the witnefs; whether or not he be a 
prifoner, and if he be, upon what ac
count ; whether he be ill or well; whe
ther he has been heard in the audience 
chamber or in a room in his prifon; 
and the reafon why he was not brought 
to the audience; the whole to be in

fected
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ferted in the procefs of the perfon a° 
gainft whom he ihall have depofed, 
that the procefs may contain every thing 
relative to itfelf.

XXXI.
Publication of evidence.

The evidence having been ratified in 
the manner before mentioned, every 
thing relative to the fame fhall be lite
rally publiihed, conformable to the de- 
pofition of the witneffes, omitting no
thing but that which might difeover 
who they were ; and if their depofitions 
be long, and capable of being feparated, 
they ihall be divided into articles, that 
the accufed may anfwer thereto more 
particularly, article by article, after hav
ing been fworn. All the depofitions 
muft not be read to him at one time,, 
neither the whole of that of each wit- 
nefs, if each of them have given his 
particular depofition in articles or chap
ters. The inquifitors ihall take care to 
give the publications briefly, and not to 
keep the accufed long in fufpence, tell- 
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irig them, or giving them to under- 
ftand, that the depofitions againft them 
contain things they have not confeffed : 
this to be obferved even though the ac
cufed ihould deny them.

XXXIL
Phe inquifitors fhall give the publications 

Jigned with their names and additions.
The inquifitors, or one of them, ihall 

make the publication, either by reading 
to the notary what he is to write, or by
writing it themfelves, and figning the 
inftrument according to the mandate; 
and as this is of great confeq uence it is 
not to be confided to any other perfon; 
the month in which the depofitions of 
the witneffes were made ihall be expreffed 
therein, the day being omitted if there be 
any inconvenience in mentioning it. The 
place and time of the crime ihall, as 
circumitances appertaining to the de
fence of the accufed, be mentioned in 
the publication ; and the depofition of 
the witneffes ihall be rendered as liter
ally as poflible to the accufed. It muft 

Vol. III. G g more-
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moreover be obferved that although the 
witnefs fpeaks in the firft perfon when 
he declares he has had fuch and fuch 
connexions with the accufed, his de- 
pofition in the publication is to be given 
as coming from a third perfon, who 
ihall fay that he has feen and been in
formed that the accufed has had that 
connexion with a certain perfon.

XXXIII-
Inflrublion concerning the publications in 

•what regards accomplices.
If an accufed perfon has at firft 

fpoken of a great number of other per- 
fons and is afterwards defirous of giving 
to what he has faid a general and in
definite turn, fuch a depofition is not 
to be inferted in the publication, as the 
accufed may have eafily been miftaken 
in his expreifions, in not declaring in 
particular what each of the perfons may 
have faid, and fince his evidence is not 
valid without this form. Therefore 
whenever this happens, the inquifitor 
ihall oblige the accufed to particularife, 

as
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as much as it Ihall be poffible for him 
fo to do, without vaguely referring to 
his former confeffion.

XXXIV.
‘The publication to take place, although the 

accufed Jhould have confefcd.
The depofitions ihall be communica

ted to the accufed although the latter 
fhould have acknowledged the accufa- 
tion, that they may be convinced they 
have not been imprifoncd without in
formation ; that they may. look upon 
themfelves as convicted ; that fentence 
may thereupon be pronounced againft 
them ; and that the liberty of the judges 
may be lefs reftrained ; for an accufation 
not publiihed cannot lie againft them, 
efpecially fince by the nature of the 
caufe they can neither be prefent when 
witnefies take the oath nor know who 
they are.

G g z XXXV,
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XXXV.
‘The advocate of the accufed to fee the publi

cation in the prefence of the inquiftor.
The accufed having thus replied, ihall 

confute upon the publication with his 
advocate in the fame manner as upon 
the accufation; for he is not to be 
fuffered to communicate either with his 
lawyer or any other perfon, except in 
the prefence of the inquifitors and the 
notary, who are to certify what paifes, 
and the inquifitors are to take care that 
neither relations, friends, nor other per- 
fons fpeak to the accufed, were it even 
to perfuade him to confefs his faults. 
If however this were neceifary and- 
ihould feem convenient, it may be per
mitted to fome learned and religious 
perfons to fpeak to him 'with that intent, 
but ftill before the inquifitors and the 
notary; for neither the inquifitors 
themfelves, nor any other officer of the 
tribunal, except the alcaydes, are per
mitted to fpeak in private to the pri- 

- foners,
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foners, or to enter the prifon, although 
it be eftabliihed by the mandate that an 
attorney ihall be allowed to the accufed, 
this however muft be withheld from 
them; experience having proved that 
great inconvenience may refute therefrom, 
neverthelefs it fometimes happens in 
cafes of great neceffity that full power 
is given to the advocate.

XXXVI.
In what manner paper is to be given to the

If the accufed afks for paper to write 
what relates to his defence, lheets coun
ted and marked by the notary ihall be 
given to him; the number of them ihall 
be expreffed in the papers of the pro- 
cefs, and they ihall be counted when 
he returns them, fo that none may re
main in his poifeffion; the ftate in 
which he renders them ihall alfo be 
fpecified. When he aiks for his advo
cate, he ihall be conduced to him; he 
ihall communicate to him whatever he 
may think proper, and give him the 

G g 3 papers
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papers relative to his defence but not 
any thing elfe, and his advocate, 
when he ihall have received the ne- 
ceifary order, ihall come with the ac- 
cufed, and prefent him at the audience. 
The accufed, to prove the articles of his 
interrogatories, ihall name for each a 
great number of witneifes, that fuch of 
them as are moil able and worthy of 
credit may be examined. It ihall be in
timated to him not to name any of his 
relations, or fervants, and that thefe 
witneifes muft be chriftians of the 
ancient race, if it be not that the cir- 
cumftances are of fuch a nature as not 
to be proved by other perfons except 
the former; and if the prisoner willies 
to fee the defence which his lawyer 
has drawn up before the latter prefents 
it, his requeft may be complied with. 
The inquifitors are to take care that 
neither the lawyer nor any other 
perlon converfes with the prifoners 
upon any fubject except what re
lates to their defence, and that they 
do not bring them any information from 

without.
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without, becaufe no good can accrue 
from fuch a communication, and evil 
frequently refults from it to the perfons 
and caufes of the prifoners. The advo
cates are not to keep a copy of the ac- 
cufation, the publication, or the reafons 
for excepting againft certain witneifes, 
but ihall return all in prefence of the 
inquifitors.

XXXVII.
The fifcal is to fee the papers of the. procefs 

after the audience.
In every part of the procefs, the fifcal, 

each time a prifoner comes from the 
audience, ihall fee the account of what 
has’ paTed. If the accufed has confeifed, 
he ihall accept the confeifions as far as 
they may be in his favour. The fiical 
ihall write in the margin his notes upon 
thofe confeifions, and upon every thing 
proper to clear up the affair, and the 
above acceptance ihall be made judicially.

XXXVIII.
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XXXVIII.
Proceedings relative to the audiences.

The inquifitors fhall immediately take 
meafures to receive the defence which 
the accufed fhall have defired to prefent, 
examining the validity of the evidence, 
and what he fhall have to alledge againft 
it. They fhall take care to negledt no
thing which may tend to exculpate him, 
as it was alfo their duty to do to prove 
his crime, confidering well that the ac
cufed in prifon is prevented from taking 
inch meafures of defence as he would 
adopt, provided he were at liberty to 
purfue his caufe.

XXXIX.
Admonition io the accufed before the con

dition.
After having received the principal 

materials of the defence, the inquifitors 
fhall have the accufed brought before 
them, with his advocate, and fhall cer
tify to him, that the defence he had 
called to his aid has been made; there

fore 
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fore he may, if he pleafes, conclude, 
by adding what he has farther' to fay. 
If he does not afk to be farther heard, the 
caufe is to be concluded. It is, how
ever, more prudent that the fifcal fhould 
not conclude ; for befides his not being 
obliged to do it, he thereby remains in 
fituation to demand a-new fuch or 
fuch meafures to be taken as may be 
agreeable to the accufed. But if the 
latter demands the copy and publication 
of his defence, his requeft is not to b§ 
complied with, as he might thereby ac
quire a knowledge of the witneffes who 
have depofed againft him.

XL.
Examination of the proceedings, dhe order 

of voting.
The caufe having been brought to 

this Rate, the inquifitors fhall affociate 
with them the ordinary and counfellors 
of the holy office, to whom they fhall 
communicate all the proceedings, omit- 
ing nothing effential. When the ne- 
peifary perfons fhall have been made 

fully
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fully acquainted with them, the matter 
iliall be put to the vote, each voting ac
cording to his confcience ; firft the 
counfellors, then the ordinary, and af
terwards the inquifitors, who ihall vote 
in prefence of the counfellors and the 
ordinary, that all may know their mo
tives ; and that in cafe they ihould be 
of a different opinion, the counfellors 
may be convinced that the inquifitors 
aét according to law, and not from ca
price. The notary ihall write down the 
opinion of each voter in the regifter of 
votes, whence they ihall be taken to be 
added to the proceedings. The inqui
fitors ihall leave to the counfellors full 
liberty of voting, and ihall not fuffer 
any perfon to fpeak out of his turn ; and, 
as among the officers of the inquifition, 
there is no reporter, the oldeft inquifitor 
ihall ftate the queilion, without giving 
his opinion, and the notary ihall imme
diately read his report. The fifcal ihall 
be prefent, feated below the counfellors, 
and ihall leave the aifembly before the 
queition is put tp the vote.

XLL
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XLI.
fhofe who ferioufy confefs jhall be reconciled.

If the accufed candidly and feriouily 
confeifes, and his confcffion be of a pro
per nature, the inquifitors, the ordinary, 
and the counfellors ihall admit him to 
a reconciliation with conffcation of ■property 
conformable to law. He ihall be cloathed 
in a penitential habit, which ihall be a 
fambenito of linen or yellow cloth, with 
a red Saint Andrew’s crofs, and he ihall 
be conducted to the prifon, called per
petual or theprifon of mercy. There are, 
however, with refpect to the confifca
tion of property and the colour of the 
drefs, fome rights, privileges, and cuf- 
toms, in feveral parts of the kingdom of 
Arragon, to which it is neceifary to con
form, faving the regulation of that 
which relates to the drefs and the pri
fon, according to the ifiue of the pro- 
fecution; and if for fome reafon the 
form of the drefs feems to them arbi
trary, they ihall leave the decifion of it 
to us, or to the inquifitor general, and 

not
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not to the will of the inquifitors. This 
1 elates to perlons who are not relapfed; 
for as to them, it is decided by the law, 
that being convidted or having confefled, 
they are to be delivered over to the 
hands of juftice; and the inquifitors 
cannot reconcile them when they are 
not really, but difemblingly relapfed, 
in abjuring de vehementi,

XLII.
Abjuration,

The abjuration which the accufcd 
fhall make Ihall be placed under the 
fentence, referring to the mandate ac- 
coiding to which they have abjured. If 
they can write they ihall add their fig
natures; and if not, the inquifitors and 
the notary Ihall fign; and as this for
mality is public, the fignature cannot 
be added in that place, but ihall be 
made the following day in the audience 
chamber.

XLIII.
Negative and by contumacy.

If the accufed denies the charge, and 
be legally proved to have been guilty 
of the crime of herefy of which he is 
accufed, or be an obftinate heretic, it is 
manifeft, according to the law, that he 
is to be delivered over to the tribunals 
and the fecular power. But in fuch a cafe, 
the inquifitors ought to take every means to 
convert him, that he may die, at leaf, with 
the knowledge oj God', and with this in
tent they Jhall do every thing they can do as 
Chriftians.

XLIV.
Advice concerning perfons who confefs before 

the fecular tribunal.
The inquifitors often determine to de

liver over to juftice perfons who deny; 
and when they become converted, and 
confefs their faults before the fentence, 
the inquifitors admit them to reconcili
ation and fufpend the decifion of their 
caufe ; but this is a thing wry dangerous, 

andXLVII.
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and it ought to be fufpetfted that their 
converfion proceeds rather from a fear of 
death, than from true repentance. This 
theiefore fhould but feldom take place, 
and foi vei y particular reafons. If any 
one of the criminals on the eve of the 
■Auto, when it is notified to him that he 
ought to make his confeffion, becaufe 
he is going to die, judicially avows his 
faults, in whole or in part, fo that it 
may appear convenient to fufpend the 
execution of the fentence, he ihall not 
be conduced to the fecular tribunal, his 
caufe not being yet decided. There is 
even great inconvenience in taking him 
there who has accomplices, becaufe he 
hears the fentences of all, and remarks 
the condemned and the reconciled, and 
has time to arrange his confeffion as he 
pleafes. Befides, much credit is not to 
be given to what fuch perfons may fay 
or another; and even what they fay 
againft themfelves ought to be confi- 
dered as very doubtful, on account of 
the fear with which death infpires them.

O F S P A I N’ 463
V

XLV.
He who denies, to he put to the torture, in ca

put alienum, and this to be declared in 
the fentence.
If the criminal denies the charge, and 

there be witnefies againft him and his 
accomplices, and he be delivered over to 
juftice, he iliall be put to the queftion 
in caput alienum: and if he triumphs over 
the trial he undergoes, not that he may 
avow his own faults already fufficiently 
proved, he ihall be equally delivered 
over to it, if he does not confefs and alk 
for mercy; but if he afks for it, atten
tion ihall then be paid to what the law 
prefcribes. The inquifitors ought to exa
mine with the greateft attention in what 
cafe the queftion is to be given. Sen
tence ihall be pronounced, expreffing 
therein the reafon for giving the tor
ture, that the accufed may know he buf
fers it as a witnefs and not as a party.

XLV- XLVI.
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XLVI.
When complete proofs are 'wanting, pecuniary 
penalties and abjuration are to be impofed.

When the proofs of the crime are not 
complete, and the indications againft the 
accufed are fuch as not to permit his 
being abfolved, the law furniihes in that 
cafe different remedies, as abjuration de 
vehementi or de levi, a remedy the object 
of which rather feems to intimidate the 
guilty for the future than to puniih 
them for the pail; with a view to the lat
ter, pecuniary penalties are impofed upon 
perfons who abjure : they ought at the 
lame time to be reminded of the danger 
to which they will be expofed in cafe of 

ficla relapjia, feigned relapfe, if they be 
again found guilty of the crime of herefy; 
and they who abjure de vehementi, ought 
to fign their names to their abjurations ; 
(although hitherto this has not been 
much in ufe) which ihall be done with 
the formalities prefcribed with refpeCt 
to the reconciled.

XLVII.
Compurgation.

Compurgation is another remedy to be 
applied according to the form of the 
mandate, and with the number of per
fons the ordinary inquifitors and coun- 
fellors ihall judge convenient; upon 
which it only remains to be obferved, 
that the wickednefs of men in the pre
fent age renders this remedy dangerous, 
that it is not much in ufe, and that it 
is to be had recourfe to with much 
caution.

XLViir.
Torture or quefion.

The third remedy is the torture; 
which confidering the different degrees 
of bodily ftrength, and the characters 
of men, is efteemed by the law infuffi- 
cient and dangerous ; and, as no certain 
rule can be given thereupon, the con- 
fcience and decifion of the judges, con
formable to right and reafon, mu ft be 
confided in. When fentence of torture

Vol. III. H h isXLVII.
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is pronounced, the ordinary and all the 
inquifitors ihall be prefent, as well as 
when the torture is adminiftered, be- 
caufe cafes may then happen in which 
the fuffrage and opinion of all may be 
neceflary; although, according to the 
inftrudtions of Seville, of the year 1484, 
it be permitted to delegate the inflicting 
of the torture. What is herein pre- 
fcribed appears convenient, except fome 
one of the judges cxcufes himfelf on ac
count of illnefs.

XLIX.
Admonition to the accufed before he is put 

to the torture.
Previous to pronouncing the fentence 

of torture, the accufed Ihall be parti
cularly informed of the reafon for which 
he fullers it; but the fentence once pro
nounced, nothing ihall be particularized 
to him ; none of thofe who appear cri
minated or indicated in the profecution 
ihall be named to him, becaufe expe
rience has proved, that the accufed lay 
every thing in this crifis which is fug-

O F SPAIN.

gefted to them, whence prejudice refults 
to others, and they themfelves gain an 
opportunity of revoking what they have 
confefied, and other inconveniencies*

L.
Appeal from the fentence of torture.
The inquifitors ought to be very care» 

ful that the fentence which condemns 
to the torture be well explained, and is 
authorized from legal evidence. If in 
this refpeót they have any doubt or fcru- 
ple, as the wrong may be irreparable, 
and that in cafes of herefy, there is 
room for appeal from interlocutory fen- 
tences, they ihall grant an appeal to 
the party wilhing to make fuch an ap
peal ; but if they be fatisfied, from the 
proofs before them, that the fentence 
which condemns to the queftion is legal, 
the appeal ought then to be confidered 
as frivolous, and the inquifitors to pro
ceed without delay to infliét the torture. 
Let them, however, obferve, that in 
cafe of doubt they are to grant the ap
peal ;• and let them not pronounce fen-

H h 2 tence
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tence of torture, nor proceed to the exe
cution of it, before the conclufion of the 
caufe, and until they have received the 
defence of the accufed.

LI.
When an appeal is granted in criminal cafes, 

the records of the profecution are to be fent 
to the council, without informing the parties» 
And when the inquifitors ihall think 

proper to grant an appeal in criminal 
cafes, they ihall fend the proceedings 
to the council, unknown to the parties, 
and without the knowledge of any per- 
fon out of the prifon. If the council 
be of a different opinion upon any par
ticular queftion, they may alfo provide 
for the execution of its orders.

LIT.
Rule to be obferved when any inquifitor is

If any inquifitor be objedted againft 
by a prifoner, and he has a colleague 
prefent, he ought to abftain from taking 
cognizance of the caufe, and give advice 

thereof 
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thereof to the council, and his colleague 
ihall take charge of the proceedings. If 
he has no colleague, he ihall equally in
form the council of the objection, and 
fufpend the proceedings until the coun
cil ihall have pronounced, after examin
ing the motives of exception. The fame 
method ihall be obferved when it ihall 
happen that all the inquifitors are ob
jected againft.

LUI.
Ratification of the confefiion made during the 

torture.
Twenty-four hours after the queftion, 

the confeifions of the accufed are to be 
read to him ; and if he revokes them, 
recourfe mutt be had to the remedies 
furniihed by the law. The notary muft 
mark the hour of the torture, and that 
of the ratification, that if the queftion 
be repeated the following day, he may 
prove whether it be before or after the 
expiration of the twenty-four hours. If 
the accufed ratifies his confeifions, and 
the inquifitors be fatisfi,ed with them and 

Hh 3 his
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fiis converfion, they may .admit him to 
reconciliation, although, during the tor
ture, he may have acknowledged him- 
felf culpable. The inftrudfion of Seville 
of the year 1484, chap. 15. Hates, that 
he who during the queftion confefies 
himfelf guilty fhall be reputed convicted, 
whence refults his delivery to the fec'ular 
power ; but what is herein eftablifhed 
is more conformable to cuftom. How
ever, the inquiiitors ought to pay atten
tion to their manner of treating crimi
nals of this clafs, and to the nature of 
the herefies of which they fhall have 
declared themfelves guilty ; whether they 
have learned them from any perfon, or 
taught them to others. The want of 
tliefe precautions may be attended with 
great inconvenience.

LIV.
What remains to be done if the accufed en

dures the torture ‘without conf effing.
If the accufed endures the torture 

and makes no confefiion, the inquifitors 
ought to confider the extent of the 

proofs, 
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proofs, the nature and manner of the 
torture, and the charàéfer and age of the 
perfon whofuffers it, and when, all thefe 
having been properly weighed, it fhall 
appear that he has fufficiently cleared 
himfelf from the informations, they fhall 
abfolve him from the accufation ; al
though, if for any reafon, it appears to 
them the torture was not fufficiently fe- 
vere (confidering the above-mentioned 
circumftances) they may prefcribe him 
the abjuration de levi, or de •vehementi, 
or any pecuniary fine : this, howTever, 
muft not be done but upon mature re
flection, and when the information feems 
not fufficiently difproved. The inquifitors 
ought to obferve, that when an accufed 
perfon fhall have been fentenced to the 
torture, it muft not at the fame time be 
determined what is afterwards to be 
done in cafe he confefies or denies ; as 
the torture may produce different re
fults. Thefe determinations ought not to 
fie made until afterwards.

LV>Hh 4
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LV.
Who are to be pref ent at the torture', and 

of the care afterwards to be taken of 
the criminal.
The judges, notary, and executioners 

are the only perfons who are to be pre-, 
font at the infliétion of the torture : 
when it is finifhed the inquifitors ought 
fh ongly to recommend the curing of the 
patient, if his perfon be any way hurt; 
and great attention is to be paid to 
thofe among whom he is placed, un
til he has ratified his confeffion.

LVI.
i

“The alcayde to have no communication with 
the açcufed, nor is he to be their Jolicitor; 
defender, or fubfitute to the fifcal.
The inquifitors are to be particular, in 

their orders to the alcayde, forbidding 
him all communication with the pri- 
foners which may relate to their caufe : 
he is neither to fpeak to them concerns 
ing it, nor give them advice, but to 
leave each to his own manner of aéting; 
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and the inquifitors fhall punifh him if 
they difcover that he difobeys them in 
any one of thefe refpedls. To prevent 
fufpicion the alcayde mult not be the 
guardian or defender of a minor, nor 
exercife the functions of the fifcal in his 
abfence ; he is to be permitted, and even 
ordered, in cafe a prifoner cannot write, 
to write for him his defence, but this 
after the prifoner’s dictating, without 
fpeaking to him upon the fubjedt, or 
adding any thing from himfelf.

LVII.
Examination of the proceedings after the 

quefiion.
The proceedings being brought to this 

hate, the inquifitors fhall aifemble with 
the ordinary, and the counfellors fhall 
examine them again; they fhall pro
nounce according to law, and the order 
before mentioned. The fifcal fhall affift 
at the examination of the proceedings, 
that he may take notes of the articles 
then in queftion ; but, as it has already 
been regulated, he fhall retire before the 
matter is put to the vote.

Lvin.
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LVIII.
dfrfe who Jhall be freedfrom imprifonment 

without having been delivered up to jujlice, 
(hall be examined relative to the advice and 
communications they may have received.
When the inquiiitors ihall give a pri

foner his liberty, in whatever manner it 
may be, if he has not been delivered up 
to juftice, they ihall examine him, upon, 
oath, relative to the particulars he may 
have obferved in the prifon; whether 
or not he has feen or remarked any 
communication between the prifoners, 
or between them and perfons without 
doors ; how the alcayde has difcharged 
his duty, and whether any prifoner has 
given him information ; and if the thing 
be of confcquence, they ihall command 
him, under fevere pains, to keep it fe- 
cret, and to fay nothing of what he has 
obferved in the prifon. This formality 
ihall be mentioned in the proceedings 
and inregiftered, provided the prifoner 
confent to it. If he can write, he ihall 
fign his name ; which will make him 

ftill 
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ftill more fearful of violating the law 
he has been enjoined to obferve.

LIX.
If the prifoner dies, the profecution to be car

ried on with his heirs.
If any prifoner dies in prifon, before 

the profecution againft him be concluded, 
and if, although he may have confefled, 
his confeffions do not fufficiently corref- 
pond with the depofitions of the wit- 
neifes, fo that he may be admitted to 
reconciliationj his children, heirs, or 
perfons to whom his defence belongs, 
ihall be informed of his death; and if 
they undertake to defend him, a copy 
of the accufations and depofitions ihall 
be given them, and all they ihall legally 
ailedge in defence of the deceafed ihall 
be admitted.

LX.
A guardian fall be appointed to the accufed 

whofe mental faculties jhall be deranged.
If any accufed perfon ihall, whilft his 

cafe is in the ftate above-mentioned, be
come
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come deranged in his mental faculties, 
he ihall be provided with a guardian or 
defender; but if, whilft he retains his 
reafon, his children or relations with to 
alledge any thing in his defence, they 
Ihall not be received as parties to the 
proceedings, becaufe they are not fo of 
right; but the inquifitors ihall admit 
the allegation, and do, independently of 
the profecution, every thing they Ihall 
judge neceifary to come at the truth, 
without communicating their private 
proceedings either to the accufed or to 
the perfons who Ihall have pleaded in 
his behalf.

LXI.
The manner of proceeding againft the memory 

and reputation oj the accufed.
When it Ihall happen that the me

mory and reputation of the deceafed are 
to be proceeded againft, after having 
obtained the proofs required by the in- 
ftrudtions, the accufation of the fifcal 
ihall be notified to the children or heirs 
of the deceafed, and to other perfons 

whom
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whom it may concern. To this effect 
the inquifitors Ihall endeavour to dis
cover whether or not he has any de
fendants,, that they may be called upon 
to appear : after which (that no perfon 
may make ignorance a pretext) they Ihall 
be fummoned by a public edidl to ap
pear at a certain time, and after that, in 
cafe no one appears, the inquifitor Ihall 
name a defender, and continue the pro
ceedings according to the forms pre- 
fcribed by law. If any perfon prefents 
himfelf, he ihall be permitted to defend 
the memory and character of the 
deceafed, and the profecution ihall 
be carried on with him as a party, 
although he ihall be attainted of the 
crime of herefy in the regifters of the 
holy office, for it would be an injury to 
refufe him permiffion to make his de
fence; he, befides, is not to be excluded 
fhould he be confined in the fame prifon. 
In this cafe he ihall be allowed to adt 
by attorney, if he can, and ihall appoint 
a perfon to take, in his name, fuch mea- 
fures as ihall be neceifary; he ought to be 

per-
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permitted to leave the prifon to defend 
the deceafed. As long as neither one nor 
the other are as yet condemned, they 
ought not to be deprived of thefe means 
of defence, the furvivor being interefted 
in the defence of his relation as well as 
his own. In fuch circumftances, al
though the proofs again ft the deceafed 
be clear and fufficient, the fequeftration 
of property is not to take place; for this 
property being in the hands of other 
perfons, thefe ought not to be difpof- 
feifed of it before the deceafed has been 
declared a heretic, and they themfelves 
have evidently loft their caufe at law.

LXIL
^he fentence which abfolves is to be read in 

a public Auto.
When the defender of the memory 

and reputation of the defendant fhall 
have legally duftained his caufe, and the 
deceafed is to be abfolved from the 
charge brought againft him, the fen
tence or decree fhall be read in a public 
Auto, in the fame manner as the edicts

479 
were promulgated. His effigy, however, 
is not to appear at the Auto, nor are the 
offences of which he has been accufed 
to be particularifed, becaufe they have 
not been proved. The fame caution is 
to be obferved with refpect to perfons 
who having been accufed fhall be ac
quitted, and have aiked that favour.

I

LXIII.
If no defender appears, one fhall be appointed 

by the holy office.
No perfon prefenting himfelf to make 

the defence, the inquifitors fhall name, 
for defender, a proper and able perfon, 
who is not an officer of the inquifition, 
and prefcribe to him the manner in 
which he is to obferve fecrecy, com
municating to him the accufations and 
depofitions concerning which he is to 
confer with the learned of the holy 
office, and not with others, without a 
particular permiffion from the inqui
fitors.

txiy.
were
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LXIV.
Thefe inf ructions to be obferved in prosecutions 

againft the abfent.
In profecuting the abfent the inqui

fitors fhall obferve the forms prefcribed 
by the inftrudtions ; and above all they 
are to pay ftridt attention to the terms 
fixed by the edidt, by lengthening or 
fhortening the interval, according to 
what they learn relative to the abfence 
of the accufed, taking care that he be 
three times fummoned, and that at the 
expiration of each term the fifcal ac- 
cufe him of rebellion', a neceffary forma
lity that the proceedings may be com
plete.

LXV.
Corporal punijhment Jh all not be inflicted m 

defeat of pecuniary penalties.
The inquifitors frequently proceed 

againft accufed perfons upon charges 
which render their faith fufpicious, and, 
confidering the nature of the crime and 
the quality pf the perfon, do not judge 

them 
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them heretics; fuch as thofe who con
trail two marriages or publickly utter 
blafphemies or ill founding words; and 
the inquifitors impofe on them different 
pains, according to the nature of their 
crimes, confulting the law, and found
ing on it their opinion ; but on thefe 
occafions, they fhall not, in defect of 
the fum of money which they fhall con
demn the delinquent to pay, inflidt up
on him corporal punifhment, as whip
ping, the galleys, &c. or other degra
ding pains, but they fhall fimply pro
nounce their fentehces without condi
tions or alternative.

LXVI.
Reference to the council in cafe of dif- 

agreement betzveen the inquifitors, or be
tzveen them and the ordinary. The fame 
thing in ferious cafes.
In cafes in which there is a difference 

of opinion between the inquifitors and 
the ordinary, or between thernfelves, 
in the decifion of the catife, in any 
other part of the proceedings, or in an 

Vol. III. Ii inter- 
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interlocutory fentence, the caufe ought 
to be fent up to the council; but when 
the perlons above mentioned are unani
mous in their opinion, though the ma
jority of the council ihould think diffe
rently from them, the decifion of the in- 
quifitors and the ordinary fhall be carried 
into execution. Neverthelefs, in im
portant cafes, the fentence of the in- 
quifitors, the ordinary, and the coun- 
fellors, although they all may be of the 
fame opinion, fhall not be executed 
without firft being communicated to the 
council, as is the cuftom and prefcribed 
by law.

LXVII.
'The depoftlons to be fated in the proceedings 

againf the accused.
The confidential notaries are carefully 

to Hate, in the proceedings againft each 
of the accufed, all the depofitions found 
in the records, and not to refer for 
them from one procefs to another; a 
contrary method would produce much 
confufion: therefore the rule herein 

prefcribed 
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prefcribed mutt be adhered to, although 
it occafions more trouble to the nota
ries.

LXVIII.
Necejfary proceedings in cafes of communi

cation, and ’which are to be fated in the 
general proceedings of the profecution.
If it be difcovered that prifoners have 

communication with each other in the 
priions, the inquifitors are to endeavour 
to find out who they are, whether they 
be accomplices in the fame crimes, and 
what has been the fubjéét of their com
munication, the whole to be hated in 
the proceedings againft each of them. 
Thefe communications are to be immedi
ately fuppreffed, as they cannot but 
render fufpicious whatever the prifon
ers may declare againft others, or even 
againft themfelves.

lis XXIX.
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LXIX.
Whatever may be farther brought againft the 

accufed during the profecution jor the firft 
public offence, is to be added to the pro
ceedings.
When a profecution againft a peribn 

is decided, or, without being finally de
termined, is poftponed, although it be 
not for formal herefy, yet, for other 
reafons, within the jurifdibtion of the 
holy office, if proofs of new crimes be 
brought againft the fame perfon, the 
charges muft be colledted together, to 
aggravate the offence, and the fifeal is 
to mention them in the accufation.

LXX.
Perfons not to be removed from one prifon io 

another ’without fufficient caufe.
The prifoners who ihall have been 

once together in the fame chamber, are 
not to be feparately fent to others: all 
intercourfe within the prifon will thus 
be avoided; for it is apparent that when 
they change their companions they re

late 
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late to each other what they have feen. 
If, however, fuch a change be indifpen- 
fible, it lhall be mentioned in the pro
ceedings againft the perfon whom it 
concerns, that he may know the legi
timate caufe of his removal; a thing of 
importance, efpecially when a prifoner 
ihall have revoked or modified his; 
confeffions.

LXXI.
Care to be taken of the ftek, ’who are to be 

provided ’with a confeffor if they require 
one.
If a prifoner falls fick, befides the 

inquifitor’s being obliged to take the 
greateft care of him, and to provide 
him with every thing neceffary to the re- 
eftablifament of his health, according 
to the advice of the phyficians who ihall 
have him under their care, if he afks 
for a confeffor, one of reputation and 
worthy of confidence muft be given 
him, and who ihall be fworn to fecrecy, 
and that if the penitent fhould in his 
confeffion tell him a fecret, praying him, 

I i 3 not



486 THE PRESENT STATE

not to fpeak of it in the world, he will 
not reveal it; but if before or after the 
confeilion the prifoner lhq.ll communi
cate to him any fecret, he ihall reveal 
it to the inquifitor, obferving to the 
penitent that feeing he was arrefted as 
an heretic, and has been accufed, he 
cannot be abfolved but by making con- 
feffion of his herefy according to jurir 
dica forms: every thing elfe mutt be left 
to the difcretion of the confeifor, who 
ought to be a learned man, that he may 
the better know how to a£t in fuch 
cafes. But if the prifoner in good health 
demands a confeifor; the fafeft method 
is not to grant him one, unlefs. he has 
ccnfcifed to juftice and confirmed his 
depositions ; in this cafe it appears con
venient to give him one to comfort and 
encourage him; but as he cannot ab- 
folve him from the crime of herefy until 
he has been reconciled to the church, 
ft feems the confeifion would not have 
ifs whoje effect unlefs the prifoner be 
upoi) the point of being executed, or 
a woman ready to be delivered of a 

child; 
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child ; in which cafes what the law has 
provided ihall be obferved with refpeit 
to them. If the prifoner do not requeft 
a confeifor, and the phyiician thinks 
him in danger,., means muft be taken to 
perfuade him to confefs. When his 
confeifions, made judicially, ihall have 
confirmed the depofitions ; before he 
dies he muft be reconciled in form, pro
nouncing the [required abjuration ; and 
when he ihall have been judicially ab
folved, the confeifor ihall abfolve him 
facramentally ; and if it be not found 
inconvenient, he ihall have Chriftian 
burial in the moil fecret manner pof- 
fible.

LXXII.
The ivitnejfes jball not be confronted with the 

accufed.
Although in the other tribunals the 

judges, the better to come at the proof 
of crimes, are accuftomed to confront 
the witneifes with the accufed, fuch a 
proceeding, is and ought to be, unufual 
in the tribunal of the inquifition; be- 

I i 4 caufe,
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came, befdes that the fecret of the 
witneffés. which qugh ■ to be kept, would 
thus he violated; experience has proved 
that if iomwimes this has been praétiièd, 
inconvenience rather than advantage has 
been the reluit.

LXXIII.
No perfons Jhall be fei%ed during the vifits 

oj the inquijitors, ‘without the advice of the. 
colleagues or counjellors, when it is not fuf- 
fedted that thofe againft whom depojitions 
have been received dejign to efcape.
That the caufes relative to the holy 

office may be treated with proper difcre- 
tion and authenticity, when the inqui- 
iitois Ihall make their-viiits and receive 
offers of depofitions, which may bring on 
the confinement of the perfons againft 
whom they are made, the imprifonment 
ihall not take place without the con
fent of the colleague and the counfellors 
refident in the diftridt, except the per- 
fon criminated be fufpedtcd of having 
an intention to efcape ; in which cafe the 
inquifitor, to avoid that danger, may, 

after
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after confutation, order the feizing of 
his perfon ; and, with all neceffary dip
patch, he ihall fend the prifoner and 
the depoficion to the prifons of the in- 
quifition where the profecution is to be 
carried on. This is not to be applied to 
affairs lefs important, which commonly 
are terminated without imprifonment, 
fuch as heretical blafphemies which are 
not fufficiently characterized. Caufes of 
this nature may, according to cuftom, 
be dicuffed by virtue of the full power 
of the ordinary. But the inquifitor 
ought in no manner to hold a prifon (te- 
ner cancel) to form a profecution for the 
crime of herefy, becaufe lie would neither 
have the minifters nor the meafures 
which a fecret prifon requires, and from 
the omiffion of thefe circumftances in
convenience prejudicial to the fuccefs of 
the caufe might arife.

LXXIV.
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LXXIV.
In what manner the time ’when the accufed 

began to be a heretic is to be declared.
When the proceedings againft perfons 

to be declared heretics, with confifca- 
tion of property, are to be examined, 
the inquifitors, the ordinary, and coun- 
fellors ihall make a declaration of the 
time when they began to commit the 
crimes for which they are declared he
retics, that it may be given to the re
ceiver (receptor) if he ihould require it, 
to prefent it in fome civil caufe. It 
Ihall be therein fpecified, whether the 
crime be proved by their own confeffions, 
the evidence of witneiTes, or by both, 
thefe means. Under this form it ihall 
be given to the receiver, who, in cafe it 
be not thus drawn up, may demand it 
of the inquifitors afiembled, or, in their 
abfence, of the counfellors.
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LXXV.
Provifons to be given to the pr if oners.
The fubfiftence the prisoners receive 

from the inquifition ihall be rated ac
cording to the times and the price of 
proviiions ; but if the prifoner be a man 
of quality who is rich, and is defirous 
of expending more than the ordinary 
allowance, it will be proper to give him 
whatever he pleafes, which ihall feem 
convenient for him and his fervants, 
upon condition that neither the alcayde, 
nor the perfon charged with furniihing 
the provifions, ihall profit by the fur
plus, which is to be given to the poor.

LXXVI.
In what manner the wife and children of 

the accufed are to be maintained.
As the property of perfons who are 

imprifoned by the inquifition is entirely 
fequeftered, if a prifoner has a wife and 
children, who aik for food, this ihall be 
communicated to him, that his wiihes 
thereupqji may be known. At his re

turn
LXXW
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turn to the prifon, the inquifitors fhall 
call the receiver and the notary of the 
fequeftrations, and fix the alimentary 
penfion according to the amount of the 
property and the rank of the perfons. 
If the children be of an age to earn their 
maintenance, and of fuch a rank in life 
as not to make this mortifying to them, 
they lhall not be furnifhed with provi- 
fions. If they be old, or very young, 
if they be daughters, or if, ror any 
other reafon, it be not decent for them 
to live out of their own houfes, necef- 
fary fubfiftence fhall be ailigned them, 
fixing for each perlon a certain lum of 
money, and not a portion of bread ; but 
thefe appointments ought to be mode
rate, feeing that the perfons to be main
tained may reap benefit from their own 
jnduftry.

LXXVII.
fhe day of the Auto fhall he agreed upon, and 

notified to the chapters of the cathedral 
and the city.
When the opinions on the profecu- 

tion againft the prifoners fhall have been 
taken, and the fentence drawn up, the 
inquifitors fhall fix upon the folemn 
day of celebrating the Auto-da-fe, which 
fhall be notified to the chapters of the 
church and to the city, in the places of 
audience, to the prefidents and auditors 
who fhall be invited to be prefent. The 
inquifitors fhall make the neceffary re
gulations that the Auto may be cele
brated at an hour which will permit 
the execution of the perfons delivered 
to juftice to take place in the day time. 
All thefe regulations are to avoid con- 
fufion.

LXXVII. LXXVIII.

I
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LXXVIII.
but the. confejjors to enter the prifons 

the night preceding the Auto.
As inconvenience would arife from 

iuffering perlons to enter the prifon the 
night pieceding tne Auto, the inquifi- 
tois ihall take care that none but the 
confeffors be admitted, and, whilft they 
are there, the officers of juftice, into 
whole hands the prifoners ihall be de
livered, by virtue of an inftrument in 
writing, figned before one of the nota
ries of the holy office, that they may 
give an account of them. They who 
are to be delivered over to juftice and 
the fecular power are excepted. The 
officers ihall not fuffer, on the road, or 
in piefence of the tribunal, any perfon 
whatfoever to fpeak to the prifoners, 
or communicate to them any intelli
gence.

O F S P A 1 N.

LXXIX.
Declaration to fuch perfons as are reconciled 

of what is prefcribed them, and their 
commitment to the .cujiody of the ale ay de of 
the perpetual prifon.
The day following the inquifitors ihall 

order the perfons who are reconciled 
to be taken out of the fecret prifon, when 
they ihall declare to them their fen- 
tences, and warn them of the puniih- 
ment they will incur if they are not 
found real penitents; and after having 
examined them in particular, and each 
apart, upon matters relative to the pri
fon, they ihall deliver them to the al- 
cayde of the perpetual prifon, recom
mending him to guard them carefully, 
to obferve that they fulfil their penances, 
and to inform them of their neligence, 
if they remark any. He ought alfo to 
take meafures to affift them in procur
ing what may be neceffary for their fub- 
fiftence, and furniih them with the 
means of working at their trades or pro- 

feffions,LXXIX.
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feffions, thus to increafe their comforts 
and alleviate their mifery.

LXXX.
Vifit to the perpetual prifon.

The inquifitors ihall vifit the perpe
tual prifon feveral times in the year, td 
fee how the prifoners are treated, and 
to be informed of the kind of life they 
lead. As in feveral places where there 
are tribunals of the holy office there is 
no perpetual prifon (which is neverthe- 
lefs very neceffary) houfes mu it be 
bought and fet apart to this purpofe; 
as for want of a perpetual prifon the 
manner in which the reconciled accom- 
plilh their penances cannot be known, 
nor what kind of care is taken of fuch 
as may be in need of it.

Where and how the fambenitos are to be 
renewed.

It is well known that all the fambenitos 
of the condemned, living or dead, pre
fent or abfent, are placed in the churches 

of
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of the pariih to which they belonged at 
the time of their imprifonment, death or 
efcape. The fame rule is obferved with 
refpedt to fuch of the reconciled as have 
compleated their penances, and whofe 
fambenitos have been taken from them, 
even when they have not had thefe, ex
cept at the time they appeared before 
the fecular tribunal to hear their fen- 
tences read. This cuftom is to be in
violably preferved, and no perfon has a 
right to alter it. The inquifitors are 
always charged to place and renew them, 
efpecially in the diftrifts in which they 
make their vifits, in order that monu« 
ments of the infamy of heretics, and 
their def cent., may always exift. The 
time of their condemnation muft be 
therein exprefled, and whether their 
crime be Judaifm, Mahometanifm, or 
relate to the more recent hereiies of 
Martin Luther and his fedtaries. But 
they who ihall have been reconciled in 
time of grace ihall have no fambenitos; 
becaufe fince one of the articles of grace 
ftates, that none ihall be put on them, 

Vol. HI. K k and
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and that they had none when they 
Were reconciled, placing them in the 
churches would be contradicfting the 
principle of the favour conferred.

T O the foregoing chapters, and each 
of them, we recommend and command 
your obfervatipn in the affairs which 
fhall come before all the inquifitors, 
notwithftanding fome of them may have 
had contrary forms of proceeding; be- 
caufe it is thus fitting to the fer vice of 
God our Lord, and to the good admmijtration 
of juftice. In teftimony of which we have 
fent thefe prefents, figned with our 
name, and feajed with our leal, and 
counterfigned by the fecretary of the 
jnquifition-general. At Madrid, Septem
ber 22, 1561. Fr. Hifpalen, by order 
pf M. Juan Martinez de Laffo.

Note to be added to Page 225, Vol. L

My prediftion ralative to the French comedy at 
Madrid has proved erroneous. The efforts of the 
ambaffadors and foreign minifters have at length 
triumphed over an ill underftood devotion. In the 
month of June laft the court granted a licence for 
the eftablifhment of a French theatre at Madrid: 
and before the end of the year, to the great fcandal 
of the Dominicans, the fermons of Voltaire, on 
Toleration, will be publicly preached in that ca
pital ; and many Spaniards will probably hear with
out horror the following verfe pronounced by one 
of their fellow citizens :

Jit le vrai Dieu, mon fils, eft un Dieu qui pardonne. 
The true God, my fon, is à God who pardons.

I dare prëdift that the Spanifh nation, which 
inakes rapid advances in knowledge, will foon for
give the French for having naturalized in Spain the 
heft pieces of the French theatre. This undertaking, 
if it be fupported, will perhaps accelerate in Spain 
the progrefs of found philofophy. But will Spanifh 
dramatical compofitions bé théreby equally benefited ? 
Some Spaniards, of great ferife and difcéfnmènt, have 
their doubts of this. They fay, that a more general 
knowledge of the French theatre will only produce 
cold imaginations little adapted to thè manners of 
the nation or the genius ot thé language, and dif- 
couragc in their attempts the modern authors, who, 

K k 2, well
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well perfuaded of the defers of Spaniih comedy, 
would have made efforts to remove them, without 
weakening, by the alloy of a foreign tafte, the native 
vigour of the Spaniih genius. I am not quite of 
the fame opinion ; but think, that if it be true that 
the French theatre may, in many refpeéls, ferve as 
a model, it cannot be too foon had recourfe to for 
improvement. An intimate acquaintance with the 
theatre of the ancients enabled Corneille, Racine, 
and Voltaire to improve our tafte, and naturalize on 
the French ftage the elegant fimplicity of the Gre
cian fcenes. An argument flill more applicable to 
the modern Spaniards is, that Corneille was per
fectly acquainted with their drama and language, 
which in his time was, if I may fo fpeak, the only 
European language which the founder of our theatre 
knew how to appropriate to liimfelf. By this means he 
gave us an opportunity of enjoying thofe beauties 
which we itili admire in the Cid and Heraclius, 
and which he tranfplanted from Guillen de Caftro, 
and Calderon.

Note to Vol. I. Page 352.

That nothing may be wanting to what I have laid 
on the prefent flate of the holy office, I have to add, 
that in the moment this' work went to prefs, the 
inquifition gave, at Madrid, a new proof of its trou- 
blefome interference, by oppofing, as much as pof- 
fible, the fale of the Encyclopédie. 1 have obferved, 
that in 1784, after many difficulties, it had again 

begun 
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begun to circulate, «nd that the examination of the 
different numbere of the work had been confided 
to a committee named by the council of Caftile. 
The work circulated rather flowly among the fub- 
fcribers, when on a fudden the holy office oppofed 
new obftacles to the continuation. Firft by for
bidding the adxniffion of new fubfcribers, afterwards 
by demanding an account of the volumes defigned to 
be added, and laftly by entirely throwing off the mafk 
and endeavouring to extort a promife from the per- 
fon charged with the publication not to deliver any. 
People are willing to believe that thefe chicaneries 
proceed from an unenlightened zeal for religion ; it 
would be unworthy of the Spaniih government 
fecretly to approve meafures fo contrary to its often- 
Able proceedings. Every perfon however will cer
tainly be aftonifhed that its authority, which is 
neither feeble nor indecifive,- tolerates the attempts 
of a tribunal purely fpiritual, the tyrannical mea
fures of which it has repreffed on feveral recent 
occafions. The fale of the French Encyclopedic 
might, it is true, be prejudicial to the execution of 
a project formed a few years ago, at Madrid, of 
giving the work to the Spaniih nation in its own 
language ; but it does not feem credible that the 
holy office would borrow the maik of religion to 
ferve interefts merely human; it is flill lefs fo, 
that government fhould fuffer it; the refpeCt 
it cannot’but pay to its engagements and re
putation, and the juftice due to upwards of three 
hundred Spaniih fubfcribers, who have paid their 
money under its protection, and (if after thefe 

great



OF SPAIN.502 THE PRESENT STATE
great interefts thofe of a feW foreigners may hfi 
mentioned) the averfion it mutt feel to difappoint 
the fpeculations of the latter who, relying on 
the faith of the Spaniih government, have embarked 
in fo expeniive an undertaking, are reafons more 
than fufficient to lhelter it from fo injurious a ftff- 
picion.

THE E N P.

503

APPROBATION

OF THE

FRENCH CENSOR.

I have read, by order of the lord keeper 
of the feals, a manufcript intitled Nouveau 
Voyage en EJpagne, ou Tableau de PEtat adtuel 
de cette Monarchic. According to the knowledge 
my employment has given me of that king
dom, and the care I have taken to afiure myfelf 
of the accuracy of this new work, I can certify 
that its contents are exadtly true, and prefent a 
perfedtly corredf. pidture of the prefent ftate of 
Spain. The critical obfervations it contains 
are befides offered with fo much modefty, that 
they cannot but be acceptable to every nation 
that is a friend to truth, and which would not 
be offended but by an exaggeration of its defedts. 
This work was wanting to the French to give 
them a juft knowledge of Spain, and perhaps 
to the Spaniards themfelves, to enlighten them 
in the progrefs they have ftill to make before 
they arrive at that degree of improvement to 
which they tend.

Paris,
20 July, 1788. MENTELLE.
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of, ii. 435. Bay of, ii. 397. 

Calatrava, order of, i. no.
iii. 399.

Calderon, a Spaniih dramatic 
poet, ii. 211. iii. 392. 

Camara (the) i. 275. 
Campillo, ii. 275 
Campo Flamenco, ii. 252. 
Canal of Arragon, i. 19. 
-------- 'ofCaftile, i. 25. 
---------of Guadarrama, i. 259, 

426
—------ of Manzanares, ii. 244
-------- one projefted from port

St. Mary to Cadiz, ii. 416 
Cannete, ii. 484 
Cannon, improvements of M.

Maritz, in the manner of 
calling in Spain, i. 459 

Cantaro, a Spaniih meafure, 
iii. 102

Carlotta (La) ii. 387
Carmelites, bare-footed, anec

dote of the cruelty of fomc, 
iii- 57‘

Carmona, ii. 389
Caracas, company of, i. 13. ii-

53,.
Carolina (La) ii. 376

Car-

Carpio (Del) ii. 381
Carrion river, i. 26 
Carthagena, iii. 153. Trade 

of, ii. 41
Cafa dezmera, a kind of tax, 

i. 380
Cafas agraviadas, i. 94
Caftile, i. 21
--------Canal of, i. 25
Catalans, charaéter of, iii. 342 
Catalonia, ii. 38. Derivation 

of the name of, ibid. Trade 
òf, ii. 38

Cavalry, Spaniih, ftate of the, 
i- 455

Cavana, what, 1. 55
Cazins (villas) of the infant 

Don Gabriel and the prince 
of Afturias, i. 197

Cedulas bancarias, what, i. 292 
Cervantes, his attempt to re

form the Spaniih theatre, iii. 
387. Dialogue between 
Comedy and Curiofity, from 
one of his dramatic pieces, 
iii. 389

Chanceries of Granada and 
Valladolid, i. 268

Charles, St. inflitution of the 
bank of, i. 402. Privileges 
granted it, i. 413. Objec
tions urged againft it, i. 421

Charles V. epitaph on, in the 
Efcurial, iii. 339

Charles III. (late king of Spain) 
regular life of, i. 82, 84

------Order of, i. ill. iii. 403 
Chiclana, ii. 445
China, manufactory of, atBuen 

Retiro, i. 226
Chinchilla, ii. 360
Chirimoya, a kind of fruit, ii.

on r*

Chiva, ii. 280
Cientos, what, i. 373 
Cigarrales, ii. 554. iii. 313 
Cloths, Spaniih, qualities of, 

i- 47
Coche de Colleras, i. 2. ii. 

366
Coins of Spain, i. 434
Col de Balaguer, iii. 67 
Columbus, tomb of, ii. 394 
Comedy, Spaniih, remarks on 

the, ii. 205. iii. 382
Comedians, Spaniih, character 

of the, ii. 239
Commerce of Spain, ii. 25 
Conference, Ifle of, i. 5 
Congofto (el) ii. 274 
Contaduria, mayor, i. 354 
•--------de Valores, i. 355
Cookery of the Spaniards,’ ii.

*95
Cordova, ii. 381. iii. 296. 
Corral, ii. 365
Corregidors, i. 278
Cortejos, ii. 173
Cortijo, ii. 252
Cortes of Spain, i. 116 
Corugna, ii. 44
Council of Caftile, i. 271 
Council of the Indies, ii. 51 
Counfellor of ftate, office of, 

i. 122
Court of Spain, magnificence 

of, i. 86
Cathedral of, ii. 382. iii. 297 

Cows, the male calves of which 
never have horns, ii. 511

Crucifix, miraculous, i. 24
Cullar de Baza, iii. 165 
Cumberland (Mr.) remarks on 

his anecdotes of painters in 
Spain, ii. 489. Eulogium on 
his daughters, ibid.

LI 2 Dancing,



INDEX.

D.

Dancing, tafte and aptnefs of 
the Spaniards for, ii. 185

Debts, public, of Spain, i. 383 
Deer hunting, annual, of the 

king of Spain, i. 152
Delicias (las) i. 245. ii. 244 
Dove, order .of the, iii. 397 
Dramatic writers, Spaniih, 

iii- 393
Duennas, i. 26
Duero river, i. 30

E.

Ebro river, i. 18
Eccija, ii. 386, 486
Elche, iii, 136. Antiquities 

of, ibid.
Encyclopédie, obftacles to the 

publication of that di&ion- 
ary in Spain, i. 250

Engravers (Spaniih) moft emi
nent at prefent, i. 243

Epitaphs on Charles V. and 
Philip IL in the Efcurial, 
ii'1- 339

Erefma, river of, i. 150
Efcurial, i. 159. Church of 

the, i. 165. Paintings of, 168. 
Pantheon, of the, i. 17 }• 
Library, of the, i. 188. Epi
taphs in, on Charles V. and 
Philip II. iii. 339

Efcufado, a fpecies of tax, i. 
380

Efpart, regulations concerning 
the exportation of, ii. 297

Efquava river, i. 27

F.

Fandango (the) ii. 182

Fafhions of France followed 
by the Spaniards, ii. 195

Felipe (San) ii. 355
Fernando (San) cloths of, i. 48

ii. 487
Finances of Spain, i. 359.
Fiffi, our lady of the, a cele

brated painting by Raphael, 
i. 181

Flambeau, order of thë, iii. 69, 
395 ..

Flores de Avila, 11. 505
Foreigners, great offices that 

have been held by feveral in 
Spain, ii. 14

Fuente de la piedra, iii. 275
Fuentiduennas, ii. 273

G.

Gala days of the court of 
Spain, i. 87

Galicians, charaflerof the, iii.
344

Games and diverlions of the 
Spaniards, ii. 187

Gaufin, ii. 478
Gautier (M.) improvements 

introduced by him into the 
dock yards of Spain, ii. 10

Gibraltar, ii. 457. Satirical 
verfes on the liege of, ii. 459- 
Mine hollowed by the Spa
niards in the rock, ii. 464

Gijon, ii. 45 .
Ginata (La) ii. 361
Giralda, ii. 393
Gironia, iii. 35
Gitanos. See Gyplies
Giufti, i. 31
Golden fleece, order of the, i. 

109. iii. 402
Granada, kingdom of, iii. 170 
—---------city of, iii. i74> 2^5-

Cathedral of, iii. 183
Gran-

INDEX.

Grandees of Spain, daffies, dig
nities and privileges of, i. 90. 
Difpute of precedence be
tween them and the peers of 
France, i. IOO

Grao of Valencia, ii. 305
. Grazalema, ii. 484
Green oak, order of the, iii.

395 r -Gremios, company of the, 1. 
39°

Guadalaxara, Manufaitures of, 
i. 46

Guadalete river, ii. 3,99 
Guadalquivir river, ii. 380 
Guadarrama, i. 159
Guadiana river, ii. 371. iii, 

308
Guadix, iii. 168
Guaraipe river, ii. 456. 
Guardia, ii. 369
Guarroman, ii. 378 
Guipufcoa, company of, ii. 53 
Gypfies, Spaniih, account of 

the, ii. 223

H.

Hacha, or flambeau-, order of 
the, iii. 69. 395

Hand, myfterious lignification 
of the figure of one among 
the Mahometans, iii. 190

Hat, that term ufed in Spain 
to denote the dignity of 
grandee, i. 95

Hefihandad (holy) i. 353
Hidalgo, who, i. 113 
Hopital del Rey, i. 23
Hofpitals of Madrid, i. 244
--------- ■ of T oledo, ii. 547
Huelgas (de las) convent of, i, 

22
Huerta, ii. 512

I.

James, St. order of, i. no.
iii. 401

Javaion river, ii 372
Ignatius, St. anecdote of, iii.

42Udefonfo, St. environs and 
palace of, 1 61. Fountains 
and gardens of, i-67. Enor
mous fums expended on, 
i 79. Paintings in the pa
lace of, i. 133. Manufac
ture of looking-glaffes there, 
i. 142

Inns of Spain deicribed, i. 4. 
iii. 161

Inquifition, arguments for and 
againft the, i. 305. Inftances 
of punilhments inflifted by 
the, i. 314. Attempts to 
circumfcribe its authority, i. 
317 Profecution of Don 
Pablo Olavide by the, i. 323 
Punifhment inflicted by it 
on an impoftor, i. 339. Lea
ther of fome French mer
chants feized by it, i. 348. 
Tax received by it from 
every veffiel entering any port 
in Spain, i. 351- Inftruc- 
tions for the, iii. 423

Infcriptions at Tortofa, iii. 72, 
73. At Murviedro, iii. 92. 
At Alicant, iii. 134. In 
Granada, iii. 179, 196

Joanes, a Spaniih painter, cha- 
rafter of his -works, ii. 307 

Jonquiere (La) iii. 33 
ffidro, St. monaftery of, i. 26.

Church of, i. 241
Ivica ifland, trade of, ii. 50 
Junta del tobaco, i. 366 
- ---- de commercio i. 442

L 1 3 Key,



INDEX.

K. M.

Key, myllic lignification 
among the Mahometans, 
189

Knighthood, orders of, 
Spain, i. 109.

Knights Ample, i. 112

L.

of, 
iii.

in

Madonna del Pez (our lady of 
the fiffi) i. 181

Madrid, i. 204. iii. 313. num
ber of inhabitants of, i. 240

Madridejos, ii. 369
Majorca iiland, trade of, ii. 

48
Majos and Majas, who, ii. 221 
Malaga, iii. 276. Trade of, ii.

42
Mancha (La) province of, iii. 

302. Character of the in
habitants of, iii. 303

Manufactures of Spain, i. 50, 
256

Manufcripts on plates of lead, 
difcovery of, iii. 258

Manzanares river, i. 202 
-------------- canal of, ii. 245 
Maritz (M) improvements of, 

in the manner of calling 
cannon in Spain, i. 459

Mary (St ) port, ii. 43. 396. 
iii. 284

Language Spanilh, character of
the, ii. 128 

Lanzas, duty of, what, i. 99 
Laws of Spain, i. 283 
League, Spanilh, length of, i.

Leon, idle of, ii. 399
Liria, iii. 112 
Literature of Spain, ii. 198.

iii. 370 .
Loeches, ii. 488 
Looking-glaffes, manufactory

of, at St. Ildefonfo, i. 142. 
Large fize of thofe made 
there, i. 143

Lopez de Rueda, character of Mataro, iii. 37 
the dramatic works of, iii.
383

Lopez de Vega, ii. 211. iii- 391. 
Prodigious number of co
medies written by, ii. 211. 
iii. 391

Lorcha, iii. 160 
Louifiana (La) ii. 387 
Louifiana, regulations con

cerning the trade of, ii. 79 
Loxa, iii. 268 
Lucar St. port, ii. 44 
Lumbrcras, iii. 161

Mayoral, i. 3
Medias Annatas, i. 362
Medina Sidonia, duchy of, ii. 

449
Mediterranean, reflections 

the author at fight of the, 
283

Mefiton St. difcovery of the 
relics of, iii. 257

Melia, company of the, what, i. 
38

Miel river, ii. 453
Military fchools in Spain, i.

256
Millones, vyhat, i. 118, 371 

Mines

of 
ii.

Minalla, ii. 361
Mines of Spain, i. 461 
-------- of Mexico, ii. 72 
Minglanilla, fait-pit of, ii. 278 
Miniller of foreign affairs, of

fice of, i. 123
—----------marine, office of, i.

124
------------ of finances, i. 124 
------------  of the Indies, i. 125 
- ---------- oflavour and jufiice, 

i. 126
Miniilers, liability and indullry 

of the Spanilh, i. 129
Minorca iiland, trade of, ii. 49 
Miranda, i. 18
Molinos del Rey, iii. 59 
Money of Spain, value of the 

different pieces of, i. 434. 
Court for the regulation of 
whatever relates to it, i. 441

Montalva, ii. 274 
Montferrat, iii. 40 
Morviedro. SeeMurviedro 
Mofarabic Ritual, ii. 535 
Mota (La) ii. 363
Mountain (Salt) iii. 46 
Mountains of Spain, iii. 16. 
Murcia, kingdom of, iii. 142 
•--------  city of, iii. 144
Murviedro, the ancient Sagun- 

tum, antiquities of, ii. 340. 
iii. 78. Ruins of an ancient 
theatre there, ii. 343. iii. 81. 
Callie of, iii. 79, Prefent 
population of, iii. 99

Mufic of the Spaniards, ii. 188

N.

Navy of SpaiiJ, Hate of the, ii. 
1, 19.

Nobles of Spain, claffes and 
privileges ol, i. 90. Duties 
paid by, on taking up their 
titles, i 99. Prodigious for
tunes of fome, i. 104. Ge
neral character of, i. 106

Nobility, proofs requifite to 
eflablilh, in Spain, i. 113

O.

Ocana, ii. 368
Olavide (Don Pablo) profecu- 

tion of, by the inquifition,
i. 323. Sentence of, i. 333. 
Elcape of, i. 337

Olivarez, ii. 274
Olla Podrida, ii. 195
Olmedo, i. 30
Orders of knighthood in 

Spain, i. 109. iii. 395
Orihuela, iii 140
Ortiz, manufactory of, i. 52 
Ofl'una, ii. 485. iii. 279

P.

Painters molt eminent at pre
fent in Spain, j. 242

Paintings in the palace of St. 
Ildefonfo, i. 133. In the Ef- 
curial, i. 168. In the palace 
at Madrid, i. 206. At Buen 
Retiro, i 222. At Loeches,
ii. 491

Palace of Madrid, i. 205. Paint« 
ings in the, i. 206.

Palmeo, duty of, what, ii. 58) 
Palomas, ille of, ii. 455
Pancorvo, i. 21
Pantano, El, iii. 132
Pantheon of the Elcurial, i. 171

Parch-

»



N
Parchment, curious difcovcry 

of, iii. 252
Parejas, what, ii. 263
Parage, Port of the, i. 16 
Patriotic focieties, i. 260 
Paular, monaftery of, i. 134 
Paxarete, ii. 484
Pedreades, what, ii. 143
Pena de los enamorados, iii. 

269
Penaranda, ii. 505, 506 
Perello, iii. 68
Pheafants, i fie of, i. 5.
Philip II. epitaph, on, in the 

Efcurial, iii. 339
Philip V. tomb of, at St. Ilde- 

fonfo, i. 65. RefpeCt paid 
to his memory in Spain, j. 
160

■-------  Fort, St. ii. 473
Philippine company, i. 425.

ii. 98. Arguments for and 
againft its eftablifhment, ii. 
101.

------------ ¡Bands, ii. 92
Piaftres, exclufive right of ex

porting granted to the Bank 
of St. Charles, i. 413

Piron (M.) epitaph of, ii. 537 
Pifuerga river, i. 25
Pofitos, what, ii. 32
Prado (the) i. 227
Prelacies of Spain, large reye- 

nues of, i. 303
Provenzio (Al.) ii. 362 
Puertolapiche, ii. 370
Puertos fecos, i. 360

Q.
Quarte, ii. 285. Hofpitable, re

ception the author met with 
there, ii. 286

Quintana de la Puente, i. 26

DEX.
Quintanar, ii. 363
Quintas, what, i. 448

R.

Real (St.) ii. 409.
Realgiro, what, i. 405 
Reafon, order of, iii. 397 
Refrefcos, what, ii. 191
Regidores, i. 281
Relator Ventadel, ii. 279 
Rents general, i. 359
•---- - provincial, i. 359, 369
llequena, ii. 278
Reynofa, i. 25
Rio de los pulmones, ii. 456 
Rio Frio, caftle of, i. 156 
Rivers of Spain, iii. 16
Roa (La) ii- 364
Roads of Spain, i. 7, 237. ii.

' 367
Robertfon ¿Dr.) letter of the. 

Spanifh academy to, with 
his anfwer,- iii. 321, 329

Roch (St.) ii. 456
Ronda, ii. 482
Rondalla, what, ii. 143

s.

Sailors, number of, in Spain,
, -Saint Vary of Spain, order of, 

iii- 396
Sala de Govierno, i. 266
•---- de Mil y guinientos, i, 266
----- de Jufticia, i. 267
■-----de Provincia, i. 267
----- de Hijofdalgo, i. 269
——de Crimen, i. 270
----- de Millones, i. 354 
----- de la Unica Contribución, 
n ’• 354-Salamanca, ii. 513

Salas

I ND
Salas (Fraticifco Gregorio de) 

quotation from a poem by, 
iii- 35° .

Salefas St. Church of, i. 241 
Salluft, fplendid edition of, by

Don Gabriel, i. 244 
Salt, duties on, in Spain, i. 363 
Salt-petre, manufaftories of,

in Spain, i. 463 
Santa Cruz, ii. 372 
Santa Fe, iii. 208 
Santa Maria de Nieva, i. 31.

ii. 502
Santiago, order of, i. 110.

iii. 401 
Santona, ii. 46 
Saylices, ii. 274 
Saynete, what, ii, 216 
Scarf, order of the, iii. 396 
Sebaftian, St. i. 15. ii. 47 
Segorbe, iii. 104
Segovia, i. 31. Cathedraland

caftle of, i. 32. Military 
fchool of, i. 33. Aquedutft 
®f, i. 34. Decline of the 
manufaftures of, i. 52 

Seguidilla (the) ii. 185 
Seville, ii. 389. iii. 293. To

bacco manufaftory of, ii.
390. Foundry of, ii. 391.

Sheep, Spanifh, management of 
the, i. 37, 53. Number of 
the travelling and ftationary, 
i. 38, Shearing of, j. 54

Sierra Morena, ii. 374, Ac
count of the new fettlements 
in, ii. 376

Silhos, what, ii. 336
Silks, ftate of the manufacture 

of, in Spain, ii. 311. Me
thod of winding and prepar
ing, ii. 319. Method of wa
tering, ii. 329

E X.

Solano, treatife of, on the 
pulfe, iii. 273

Soldiers, Spanifh, character of, 
i- 4.$r '

Sovereign authority, little li
mited in Spain, i. 121

Spain, boundaries and extent 
of, iii. 16. Divifion of, into 
the kingdom of Arragon and 
kingdom of Caftile, i. 119. 
Government of, i. 120, 123. 
Revolutions of, iii. 17

Spaniards, character of the, ii. 
118. iii. 341

Spolios y vacantes, what, i. 293 
Sumiller de corps, i. 91 
Superftition of the Spaniards,

“i- 359» 366

T.

Tarragona, iii. 62
Taxes of Spain, i. 339

■------- - to which the clergy are
fubjeft, i. 379

Tembleque, ii. 369
Tenientes de Villa, i. 267, 

281
Tercias Reales, i. 374
Terfana (arlenal) of Barcelona, 

’“■5°
Tertulias, what, ii. 190
Theatre, Spanifh, ftate of the, 

ii. 200. iii. 380
Theatres Spanifh, defcription 

of, ii. 236
Tiona, wood of, iii. 35
Titles of the nobility of Spain, 

i- 95
------ of Caftile, i. 96
Tobacco, duties on, in Spain, 

i.364
Tobofo (El) ii. 363

T o-



t*

INDEX.
Togado, honours of, what, i.

280
Toledo, ii. 529. iii. 309
Tonadilla, what, ii. 219 
Toros de Guifando, ii. 493 
Torquemada, i. 26
Torres Torres, iii. 103
Tortofa, iii. 69. Caftle of, ibid.

Antiquities of, iii. 72
Trade of Spain, ii. 2 5
--------coafting, of Spain, ii. 36
Trafhumantes (fheep) what, 

i. 40
Tribunals of Spain, i. 265
Trinidad, regulations for the 

iiland of, ii- 83
Truxillo, order of, iii. 396 
Turdeta, the ancient, iii. 103
Turpian tower, iii. 251

U. •

Valdepennas, ii. 372
Valdeftillas, i. 30
Valencia, iii. 100. AfpeCt of 

the country of, ii. 280, 285
- -----------city of, ii. 291. Silk 

manufactures of, ii. 316
—---------harbour of, defcribed,

Venta de Ios Fraynes, iii; 73
Ventofa, ii. 312
Vigonia, cloths of, i. 30 
Villalta, ii. 370
Villa Franca, iii. 60
Villa Manrique, ii. 272
Villa Rubio, ii. 273
Villar del Saz, ii. 274 
Villargordo, ii. 278
Vifo, ii. 374
Vittoria, i. 17
Vivel, iii. 108
Uldecona, iii. 73
Univerfities of Spain, i. 253 
Uffia illuftriffima, title of, to 

whom given, i. 98
Utrera, iii. 280

W.

War, council of, i. 442
Women of Spain, character of, 

ji. 171. iii. 356
W ools of Spain, i. 36. Quan

tity of, i. 43. Amount of 
the duties on, i. 45. Man
ner of fcowering, i. 56

X.
»• 3°3

V alencians, character of the, Xarama river, ii. 246
iii. 343 Xativa, ii. 356

- ---------- cathedral of, ii 307 Xenil river, ii 388 
Valladolid, i. 27. Cathedral Xerez, ii. 396. iii. 283

of, i. 28. Manufactures of, Xerica, iii. 107
i. 29 Ximena, ii. 475

Vara (a Spanifhmeafure) length
of the, i.41. iii. 144 “ Z.

Udes, caftle of, ii. 273
Vega, the, iii. 267
Velcs el Rubio, iii. 163

Zagal, i. 3






