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WE fhall now proceed to confider 
the navy of Spain. Charles III, 

found it in an imperfect Rate, though 
Ferdinand VI. had lefs neglected this 
than other branches of the adminiftra- 
tion, and though his minifter, the mar
quis de la Enfenada is efteemed its re- 
ftorer. It is divided into three depart
ments, thofe of Ferrol, Carthagena and 
Cadiz.

Vol, II. B The



2 the present state OF SPAIN.

The firft has real inconveniencies, on 
account of the unhcalthinefs of the cli
mate, and the frequent rains which re
tard the operations in the port whence 
no veflel can fail but with one paiticu- 
lar wind. This department foi the 
north coaft of Spain would, perhaps, be 
better placed at Vigo, the climate of 
which is very healthy, the foil fertile, 
and the harbour fafe, and fpacious ; this 
change has more- than once been in con
templation ; in cafe it had taken place, 
arfenals and magazines muft have been ef- 
tablifned atVigo, where at prefent there is 
not one of cither ; and the harbour muft 
have been fortified at a very confiderable 
expence, becaufeit is a kind of open load, 
this,together with its vicinity to Portugal, 
which has long been confidered as the na
tural enemy of Spain, for no other rea- 
fon, perhaps, than becaufe it is its neareft 
neighbour, feemed to appear forbidding 
circumftances ; and fuch confiderations 
of oeconomy and policy have hitherto 
prevented the execution of this pro
ject.

The

The department of Carthagerta has 
many advantages over that of Ferrol. 
The fafety of its harbour is known by 
an old proverb among feamen, who fay, 
there are but three good ports for veffels, 
the months of June and July, and the 
harbour of Carthagena. This fafety ex
tends to the arfenals and dock yards, 
which in a narrow place may, if I may 
fo fay, be locked up by a Jingle key ; ac
cording to the expreflion of the Spa- 
nifh failors. Cathagena therefore is the 
port where the greateft number of lhips 
are built, caulked, and careened. The 
prefent monarch eftabliihed, in 1770, a 
corps of navy engineers under the direc
tion of M. Gauthier, of whom I ihall 
hereafter fpeak.

The department of Cadiz is, however, 
the moil important of the three, on ac
count of its favourable fituation for the 
departure of fleets. As I mean to con- 
duét my reader to Cadiz, where I refided 
iome time, I ihall refer him to my ac
count of it for the information I have

B 2 been



4 the present state 
been able to colled! relative to its port, 
dock-yards and arfenals ; which will 
ferve as a fupplement to what I fihall 
here fay of the Spanifh navy.

It is governed much in the fame man
ner as that of France. Inftead of vice- 
admirals there are captains general, who 
enjoy the fame honours as thofe of the 
army. Don Louis de Cordova, whom 
we have feen at the head of the Spanifh 
fquadrons, is at prefent captain general 
of the navy. Immediately after the 
captains general rank, as in France, the 
lieutenants general, who are at prefent 
feventeen in number, and the commo
dores to the number of fifteen. But in 
the Spanifh navy, there is an interme
diate rank between thefe and captains of 
velfels or poll-captains ; that of briga
dier. . There are at prefent forty officers 
of this defcription. The number of cap
tains of ihips is a hundred and fifteen, 
and of thofe of frigates a hundred and 
fifty-two. Befides thefe there is a gene
ral infpedtor of the navy, who annually 

vifits 
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vifits the three departments, in each of 
which he has a fub-infpeétor.

One rule to which there are but few 
exceptions is, that as in France, to ac
quire rank in the navy, it is neceflary to 
have pafied through the Garde-marine. 
This corps was eftablifhed in 1717 ; it 
conflits of three companies, each con
taining ninety-two cadets, for whofe in*  
Itruétion there is an academy, compofed 
of a direétor and eight profeffors.

With thefe means of obtaining the 
tneory of the difficult and perilous art 
of navigation, and the facility the vail 
extent of the Spanifh monarchy offers to 
acquire a practical knowledge in frequent 
and diftant expeditions, malignity might 
be authorifed to judge with feverity the 
officers of the Spanifh navy ; and we 
know that even in Spain this was freely 
done in the courfe of the late war. It is 
not for me to form an opinion of thefe 
décidons, which fome events feemed to 
juftify ; I leave that to our fea officers

B 3 who



5 THE PRESENT STATE

who failed and fought by the fide of their 
allies ; let them declare whether or not 
fuch decifions were not frequently dic
tated by prejudice and injuftice, and if 
fome Spaniih officers did not acquire_a 
right to their efteem as well by their ta
lents as their bravery. I ihall riot name 
one of them, becaufe I wiihnot to com
bat the pretenfions of any. In fuch 
cafes, to mention commanders by name 
can be but little flattering, becaufe men 
of merit have no need of the fuffrages 
of an obfcure individual, and filence may 
be taken for an injury. The officers of 
the navy are, with icfpect to military re
wards, upon a footing with thofe of the 
army ; they find places fuitable to their 
profeffions in the three departments. 
The vice-royalties, governments of pro
vinces, or places in America are indif- 
crimjnately given to general officers of 
the army and thofe of the navy. But 
the officers of the Spaniih navy have, in 
the exercife of their profeffion, many 
other means of enriching themfelves, 
pf which they take advantage, and for 

this 
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this reafon render the king’s favours lefs 
neceffary.

The failors are claffed as in France, 
and divided into three departments. The 
regifters of the claffcs make the number , o
of the whole amount to fifty thoufand. 
But well informed perfons allured me, 
that in 1759, there were but thirty-fix 
thoufand; and in 1776 it would have 
been difficult to have found fo many. 
It appears however that a greater num
ber was employed in the courfeofthe 
late war, if we may judge of the number 
of veffels of every rate then fitted out. 
Spain was not reduced to the foie re- 
fourc'e of the claffes, and the lhips be- 
fides were but feldom completely man
ned. On the other hand, a reafon may 
be given for the fmaller number of 
Spaniih failors, fo little proportioned to 
the population of the kingdom. In 
every ftate maritime commerce can alone 
render flou riffling and fupply the royal 
navy. The commerce of Spain being 
much more paffive than active, and its

B 4 interior



g THE PRESENT STATE 

interior navigation reduced almoft to no
thing, few failors are employed in mer
chant ihips. At prefent thefe amount 
to about four or five hundred fail, 
three-fourths of which are from the 
coafts of Catalonia, and molt of the re
mainder from Bifcay. This number will 
appear very moderate, efpecially when it 
is recollected that England has, perhaps, 
upwards of feven thoufand merchant 
men, Holland at leaft fix thoufand fix 
hundred, and France about four or five 
thoufand. It feems by this gradation, 
that ftates are more particularly invited 
by their fituation to become maritime 
powers, and that for Spain to become 
fuch more efforts are neceifary than in 
thofe countries which have received this 
advantage from Nature herfelf. One 
circumftance is in favour of her pro- 
grefs in this refpeCt ; the eftablifhment 
of a free commerce between the inhabi
tants and the greateft part of her colonies. 
This meafure, which is as recent as 1778, 
has already fenfibly increafed the num

ber 
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her of her trading velfels, and cannot 
but continue fo to do.

Spain has alfo for the fervice of her 
ihips of war, a marine infantry, com- 
pofed of twelve battalions, which con- 
fitting of a hundred and fixty-eight men 
each, form a corps of about twelve thou
fand men.

Befides thefe there is a particular corps 
of artillery, of two thoufand five hun
dred and ninety-five meil, for whom 
there are theoretical and practical fchools 
in each of the three departments.

Spain has alfo a fociety of pilots, with 
fchools of pilotage.

In the reign of Ferdinand VI. the 
Spaniards adopted the Englilh princi
ples in building their ihips. Don Jorge 
Juan, one of the moft able naval officers 
as well in theory as practice, had gone to 
the true fource, and afterwards drew to 
Spain fomeEnglifh illip-builders. When 

Charles
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Charles III. came from Naples to take 
poffeffion of the vacant throne, he found 
the building of the Spaniih fhips entruft- 
ed to individuals of a nation which 
had but too much power in the cabinet 
of his predeceffor, and which at that time 
was at war with France. In this war 
he foon took a part, and was a vidtim to 
his affection for France. The Engliih 
took from him the Havannah, and 
twelve ihips of war which were in that 
port. This check given to the Spaniih 
navy was a new motive with the mo
narch to put it upon a refpedtable foot-

Ide renounced the Engliih mannei of 
building, and aiked the court of France 
for a French ihip-builder. The duke of 
Choifeul fent him M. Gautier, who, al
though a young man, had already given 
proofs of great talents in his profeffion. 
This ftfanger was to the navy what M. 
Maritz had been to the artillery. Spirit 
of party, national prejudices, and moie 
efpecially thejealoufy of fomc individuals, 

created 

created him, as they had done M. 
Maritz, fuch difficulties as almoft fup- 
preffed his zeal. The marquis d’Offun, 
then ambaffador from France to the 
court of Madrid, whom his catholic ma- 
jefty honoured with his favour, fupport- 
ed M. Gautier in his experiments, and 
enabled him to triumph over his ene
mies. He began his operations and dif- 
played in them equal activity and in
telligence. His firit efforts, however, 
were not followed by all the fuccefs 
which might have been wilhed.

The form of - the veffels of every rate 
which he çonftruétedenabled them to fail 
with a velocity until then unknown to the 
Spaniards ; but they were found not to 
be lufficiently covered in, which made it 
very difficult to manœuvre them in bad 
weather. He has fince improved his me
thod to fuch a degree as., to leave but 
little to deiire in that refpeét. A great 
part of the Spaniih veffels employed in 
the late war were built by M. Gautier ; 
and feveral of them excited the admira

tion 
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tion of both French and Englifh feametu 
The Conception, built according to his 
plan, was judged by intelligent perfons 
of both thefe nations, to be the fineft 
veffel in Europe.

•. . . 3(

But while we do juftice to the hulls 
and folidity of the Spanifh ihips, it muft 
be admitted that all feamen exclaim with 
reafon againft their heavinefs of failing. 
This I have been told was owing to the 
manner in which they are rigged and 
flowed; which appears probable, fince 
thofe taken.in 1780 by admiral Rodney 
from M. de Langara, acquired under the 
management of the Englifh, a celerity 
which they were not thought capable of 
receiving. The Spaniards, who difdain 
not to learn, even in the fchool of their 
enemies, are endeavouring, if the public 
prints are to be believed, to improve their 
ihip-building according to the models 
which the fuccefs of war delivered into 
their hands.

M. Gautier

O F S P A 1 N. t3

Af. Gautier is not the foie author of 
the change. He has not only formed 
artifts who partake with him of the me
rit ; but Spain has national ihip-builders, 
who, without his aid, have improved 
their art, and will render his lofs lefs fen- 
fible to the Spanifh navy,

. • <

The difpleafure of the minifter had 
for fome years condemned M. Gautier to 
inadfivity ; and the court of France took 
this occafion to reclaim from her ally a 
fubjedl, who feemed to have become ufe- 
lefs. The king of Spain reftored M. 
Gautier to his country, continuing to 
him the falary he enjoyed in the Spanifh 
navy. He laid but one reftridtion upon 
this favour, and which does no lefs ho- 
noui to the goodnefs of the monarch than 
to the talents of M. Gautier: This was 
that he Ihould again dedicate his talents 
to the fervice of Spain, if hereafter need 
Ihould require them.

Since his return, I have heard him re
gretted, even by thofe who had oppofed,

or
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or were hurt at his fuccefs, .which 
proves, that in that nation, truly loyal 
and generous, juftice gets the better of 
prejudices againft foreigners. My own 
experience has proved to me that thefe 
are exaggerated, or at leaft that they 
ought to be more excufed. What other 
nation, in the fame circumftances as that 
of Spain, would not have ihewn more 
of this odious fentiment ? Can it be fup- 
pofed that when Louis XIV. penfioned 
learned foreigners ; when he fought be
yond his frontiers, renowned artifts or 
fkilful manufacturers, he did not excite 
againft them the hatred of the fiench, 
who imagined they had a greater right to 
his bounty, or that their indignation rofe 
not againft the contempt ihewn their 
talents by penfioning foreign induftry ? 
The felf love and patience of the Spaniards 
have, within the laft century, been put 
to much feverer proofs. In the retinue 
of the French prince, who came to re
ceive their crown, there appeared a crowd 
of foreigners, who filled up all the avenues 
to the the throne ; French favourites,

French

9
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French valets de chambres, and French 
confeftors, furround the monarch. The 
princefs of Urfins and the French am*  
baifadors reigned by turns in the cabinet. 
A Frenchman repaired to Spain to re
form their finances*;  and French generals 
were placed at the head of their armies 
Soon afterwards an Italian ecclefiaftic +, 
invited by the fécond wife of Philip V. 
ihook the monarchy by the agitation 
which his turbulent character endea
voured to excite in Europe ; nor did 
his difgrace, the proper punilhment of 
his tumultuous a’dminiftration, for a 
long time reftore the Spaniards to their 
former ftate. A Dutchman §, ftill more 
extravagant, gained the favour of the mo
narch, feized in one year on every dignity 
and every favour, and foon afterwards 
efcaped loaded with the curfes of the 
people, carrying from Spain nothing

* M. Orry.
+ Hie marfhal de Tefle, the duke of Berwick 

<ind the duke of Vendome.
î T he abbé Alberoni.
§ Ripperda. r

but
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but the ftigma of a Rate criminal. Under 
the fucceeding monarch two foreign na
tions*  reigned in the midft of the Spani
ards by the fide of their throne. An Iriili 
jninifter-t, raifed himfelf by that intrigue, 
of which the court was the theatre, but 
by the eaiinefs of the yoke he impofed, 
his quality of foreigner was overlooked, 
and he preferved his influence under the 
new fovereign, who quitted the throne 
of Naples for that of Spain. One of the 
Italianswho accompanied the mo
narch, foon prefided over the depart
ment of finances ; and a few years after
wards, another Italian minifter § fuc- 
ceededM. Wall. The difcipline of the 
infantry was reformed by an Irifhman ||, 
whilft two Frenchmen improved **,  one * * * § ** 

* The Englifli and the Italians ; the former by 
M, Keen, their ambaffador ; the latter by the mu- 
hcian, Farinelli.

+ M. Wall.
J The marquis of Squilace.
§ The marquis of Grimaldi»
|| M. O’Reilly.
** M. Maretz,

th®
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the artillery, the other*,  the building 
of ihips. At London, Stockholm, Paris,' 
Vienna, and Venice, the Spanifh fove
reign was reprefented by foreigners -f. 
Strangers have eftablifhed manufac
tures and prefide over the conftruc- 
tion of great roads and canals §, direct 
fieges ||, command armies **,  caufe plans 
of finance to be adopted -fL and offer 
money to government upon the moil ad
vantageous terms In commercial places 
thefe are Rill the perfons who difcourage

* M. Gautier.
t The prince MaiTerano, the count de Lacy, 

the marquis of Grimaldi, before he became mini- 
fter ■, the count de Mahoni, the marquis de Squilace 
after his retreat from the miniftry.

X At Valencia, Barcelona, Talaverna, Madrid,- 
&c.

§ M. le Maur.
|| The fame M. Ie Maur at Mafion ; M. d’Arcon 

at Gibraltar.
** The duke de Crillon at Mahon, and at the 

camp of St. Roche; the prince of Nailau on the 
Heating batteries, &c. &c.

■ft M. Cabanus.
tt The principal French commercial hbufes efta*  

bulbed at Madrid.
Vol. II, C the
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the Spaniards by their activity and fuc- 
cefs. At Barcelona, Valencia, Cadiz, 
Bilboa, and other great trading cities, the 
richefl: merchants are foreigners. I have 
frequently heard the hatred they infpire 
in Spain declaimed againft. I confefs, 
that if any thing has furprifed me, it is 
the eafe with which the Spaniards fuffei 
them in their country, and the difpo- 
fition they have to love them, pro
vided they be not prevented by their 
haughty manners and infulting preten- 
fions : and fhould fome of the natives 
look upon them with an eye of envy, 
and be offended at the concourfe of for
tunate ftrangers, whole fuccefs of every 

' kind feems inceffantly to upbraid Spanifh 
idlenefs and ignorance, would not this 
be excufable by that felf-love which men 
in all countries have fo much difficulty 
in conquering, and by that attachment 
fo natural to national glory which may 
be honoured, if men will, by the fin® 
name of patriotifm ? After apologizing 
to the reader for this digreffion, which 
was neccffary for the fatisfaftion of my 

owm 
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own mind, and which he too perhaps 
may not find abfolutely impertinent. I 
fhall proceed with what I have yet further 
to fay, concerning the Spanifh navy.

It certainly owes much to the prefent 
monarch. His efforts to new model and 
increafe it, which Were begun in the 
firft years of his reign, have not been 
ineffedtual. In 1764, the Spanifh navy 
confifted only of thirty-feven fhips of 
the line, and about thirty frigates. In 
1770, there were fifty-one fhips of 
from fifty-eight to one hundred and 
twelve guns ; twenty-two frigates, eight 
hoys, nine xebecs, and twelve other 
fmall fhips of war. Their number has 
fince increafed. Spain at feveral periods 
of the late war had not lefs than fixty 
fhips of the line ; and fince the peace, 
government has made every effort to 
repair the Ioffes fuftained from the ele
ments and the enemy.

The three divifions in Êurope of the 
navy of Spain, are not the only places 

C 2 ' where
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where fhips of war are built. There are 
dock-yards at the Havannah ; and a fund 
of feven hundred thoufand piaftres was 
fometime fince efiablifhed to carry on 
the works.

Spain and her colonies might furniih 
her navy with all the fhip-timber ne- 
ceifary for that fervice. There are 
great quantities in the mountains of 
Afturia and Navarre, and particularly 
in the Pyrenees on the fide of Arragon 
and Catalonia, there is a fpecies of pine 
more folid and durable than, the oak. 
The plain of Cuba contains many ce
dars, although it has been thought to be 
exhaufted by the quantities drawn from 
the country adjacent to the coafts. In 
thofe of Cumana alfo, there is timber 
fit for fhip-building, and during the ad- 
miniftration of M. le Bailli d’Arriaga, it 
was in contemplation to apply it to that 
life. But Spain has not derived all the' 
advantages ihe might have done from 
thefe refources, and conftantly depends 
upon the northern dates, at lead for 

a fup- 

a fupply of mails. According to the 
account which the bank of St. Charles 
has this year given to the public, in 
confequence of its being charged with 
the furniihing of naval ftores, it ap
pears that from the firft of December 
1784, to the firft of December 1785, 
upwards of eight millions and a half of 
reals were paid for mails alone, which 
were brought from the north. Spain 
is itili obliged to employ Dutch veifels. 
She will be able to do without them, if the 
direét commerce ihe has for fome years 
carried on in the Baltic continues to 
profper. She has already begun to efta- 
blifh connexions -with Ruffia for naval 
ftores. In the courfe of the year 1781, 
four Ruffian veifels unloaded their car
goes of hemp, in the department of 
Ferrol, and took back wools from the 
neighbouring coafts. The two nations 
cannot but find their advantage in ren
dering this communication more fre
quent.

C3 It
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It were alfo to be wiihed, that until 
Spain fhall be in a iituation to fupply 
her own wants of this kind, intelligent 
agents from that kingdom might be 
employed in Livonia, whofe bufinefs it 
ihould be to make a good choice of pur
chafes at every price. It is well known 
that the Ruffian merchants, whofe aid 
is had reCourfe to by maritime powers, 
keep for their own nation the fineft 
mails; that the Engliih, more active 
and lefs pariimonious than their com
petitors,purchafe fome of thefe, and that 
other powers obtain none but what are of 
a fecondary quality. If the Spaniards 
would imitate them, the fum they might 
facrifice in the fpeculation would pro
duce more than an equivalent by the 
advantage of procuring the belt ftores, 
and thfit of avoiding the rifk of being 
furprifed, unprepared, into a naval war.

They are Rill nearer the time of be- - 
' ing independent of other powers for 
the hemp neceffary for their navy. 
For many years they received from 

tire 
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the north all they made ufe of in 
their navy; but at prefent the king
dom of Granada furniihes a great quan
tity, and fome is obtained from Navarre 
and Arragon. At this moment moil of 
the cordage, cables, and fail-cloth ufed in 
Spain, are made from hemp grown in the 
country, and are not on this account of a 
worfe quality, as the officers of the French 
navy, which during the late war was fup- 
plied with them from the Spaniih 
arfenals, may have obferved.

The Spaniards have alfo adopted from 
the Engliih the method of fheathing 
the bottoms of their ihips of war with 
copper, but for want of knowing how 
to prepare for the purpofe the copper 
from Mexico, they have hitherto im
ported all their fheets of that metal 
from Triefte and Sweden.

All thefe circumftances prove that 
Spain poiTeiTes within herfelf every thing 
neceffary to her navy, and that after 
having long neglected thefe benefactions

C 4 of 
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of Nature, ihe now makes fuccefsful 
efforts to render it independent of other 
nations. To give an idea of the pro- 
grefs already made in this refpeCt, under 
the princes of the Bourbon line, it will 
be fufficient to recollect, that under 
Philip V. Spain purchafed from the 
Dutch, velfels ready built, and the cor
dage neceffary for her fleets and galleons; 
from the French her fail-cloths; copper 
from the Germans ; tin and lead for the 
fervice of the artillery from the En- 
gliih; .and galleys from the Genoefe. 
She let her timber rot upon the giound, 
and neglected the cultivation of hemp. 
Solely intent on the mines of Mexico 
and Peru, of which the rich contribu
tions only ferved to impoverifh the Rate, 
ihe necrleCted to work her own mines, 
.which might have contributed to de
fend it; and thus war became doubly 
burthenfome to the nation. The evil 
became Rill greater under the reign of 
Charles II. byt the fucceeding monarchs 
have roufed Spain from hei' fatal Rupor. 
The nation, which waited but for this, 

entered. 
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entered into their views, and found mi- 
niRers capable of feconding them. The 
miniRer who prefided over the naval 
department during the late war, was 
reproached with an improper ceconomy. 
His fucceffor, although introduced by 
him into the favour of the monarch, 
and brought up in the fame principles., 
makes a wifer ufe of his power, and 
feems convinced, that to ferve his fove- 
reign well, it is not fo neceffary to pre
vent him from incurring expences, as to 
be particularly careful to confine them 
to fuch objects as are ufeful.

The navy naturally leads me to fpeak 
of commerce; that of Spain is perhaps 
divided into more branches than the 
commerce of any other power of Europe.

At the aera of its greateR fplendour, 
it was impoflible for it to be more active. 
Foreign merchants went into the center 
of the kingdom to exchange their mer
chandize againR the productions of the 
foil and manufactures. But under the 

fuc-
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iucceffors of Charles V. thefe advan
tages vanifhed, and Spain, during a long 
time, was confined to a paffive com
merce. The very few veffels fhe em
ploys in this are at once the caufe and 
proof of the change ; although agricul
ture and induftry be ftill far from the 
profperity to which they tend, had Spain 
only herfelf to furniih with the mer
chandize the wants, that which ihe fends 
into neighbouring kingdoms might per
haps balance what fhe receives from 
them.

In the firft place ihe pofTeffes all the 
neceffaries of life in abundance. We 
Jrave fpoken of her wools ; and when we 
treat of Valencia we ihall fee what re
sources fhe derives from her filk. Her 
brandies, rich wines, fruits, barilla, &c. 
form, for the eaftern and fouthern 
coafts, a confiderable branch of expor
tation. She makes all the common 
wines neceffary to the confumption of 
the kingdom. Agriculture if more encou
raged would furniih corn fufficient for 

home 
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home confumption, and leave a furplus 
for exportation.

Notwithhanding the- prefent back
ward hate of the country, fome of the 
provinces, as Andalufia and Old Caflile, 
produce more corn than they can con- 
fume ; but the difficulty of inland car
riage renders this fertility almoil ufelefs 
to the reft of the kingdom, which is 
fometimes at the mercy of foreigners, 
whilft certain diftridts enjoy abundance. 
Befides, with refpedt to the regulations 
concerning grain, there is nothing lia
ble, nothing encouraging for the huf- 
bandman.

Befides being obliged by the periodical 
journeyings of the iheep, and the pri
vileges of the mejla, extended to the pro
prietors of permanent flocks, to leave 
his fields open in all feafons, and that 
from the day after harveft to that on 
which he lows them again, they are lefs 
his property than that of the public ; nor 
pan he depend upon a certain market 

for
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for the furplus of their produétions. 
Until the prefent reign, the exportation 
of grain had been prohibited almoft 
without interruption, and the price of 
corn invariably fixed. The inconveni
ence of thefe fhackles was at length per
ceived. M. de Campomanes, at that 
time fifcal of the council of Caftile, had 
long condemned the meafure, but was 
almoit the only perfon in power who 
gave himfelf any concern about it. At 
length, aided by the monarch, whom 
he had perfuaded to adopt his opinion, 
he took off the prohibition.

In 1765, it was eftablilhed by a royal 
mandate, that the interior commerce 
of grain fhould be abfolutely free ; that 
it ihould be permitted to itore it in ma
gazines, but that thefe fhould be public ; 
and that to fupply preffing neceffities, 
corn ihould be taken thence at the cur
rent price ; that a power ihould be 
granted to take grain from the maga
zines, when after three fucceffive mar
kets, it ihould have continued at a cer
tain price ; that corn from abroad might 

be 

be introduced and ftored in magazines 
within the country as far as fix leagues 
from the fea ; but not further, unleis 
that in three fucceffive markets of the 
neighbouring diftriéts it had not exceed
ed the price at which it ought to be 
fold to enable the purchafer to make ex
portations. The reprefentations from 
fome provinces, and the meafures of 
the council of Caftile, occafioned lève
rai alterations in this regulation. The 
exportation of grain was prohibited in 
1769 ; but the regulation of 1765 was 
wholly re-eftabliihed by the mandate of 
the month of February 1783.

Thefe variations muft increafe the 
timidity and indolence of cultivators. 
To encourage them to derive all poffi- 
ble advantages from their lands, a more 
permanent law would be neceffary, and 
one efpecially which ihould be better 
obferved. For that which permits ex
portation is inceffantly eluded by the 
caprice or avarice of the alcaldes and 
governors of the frontiers ; and when 
nothing is oppofed to its application 

(which
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(which is a rare cafe, corn being almoft 
conftantly above the price fixed for that 
purpofe) there are flail many formali
ties to go through, before the expor
tation can take place. This is therefore 
rare, and but to a trifling degree in the 
manner authorized by law. The flow, 
painful, and expenfive manner of carri
age in Spain, is an infurmountable ob- 
ftacle to the fmuggling of that quan
tity of corn from the kingdom which is 
fuppofed to leave it illegally.

The fmall quantity of legal exporta
tions, can therefore be attributed to 
nothing but the continual mediocrity 
of the harvefts ; it is certain that Ga
licia and Afturia frequently receive corn 
from abroad, although the people there 
confume a great deal of Turkey wheat ; 
that Bifcay takes fome from the pro
vince of Alava, from Navarre, and Arra- 
gon, and fometimes from foreign nations 
by the way of St. Sebaftian ; that all the 
eaftern coaft of Spain is in continual want 
of fupply, and that the kingdom of Va
lencia receives it from abroad, when La 

Mancha,
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Mancha, in which corn almoft conftantly 
abounds, cannot furniih it with a fuffi- 
cient quantity ; and, laftly, that Andalu- 
fia, notwithftanding its fertility, receives 
grain from other countries by means of its 
ports of Cadiz and Malaga. The expor
tation of grain, could not be advantage- 
oufly made, except by the frontiers of 
Portugal. This kingdom feldom reaps 
enough for its own confumption, and 
the neighbouring Spaniih provinces 
might produce it in abundance.

There is no confiderable fuperfluity 
of corn in any province of Spain, except 
in Old Caftile, and this is fent from St. 
Ander, and lome neighbouring ports in 
Galicia, Afturia, Andalufia, and even 
to France; this happened in 1782 and- 
17^3, when the fouthern provinces of 
that kingdom were threatened with a 
dearth. This exportation is not made 
without great oppofition from the rooted, 
prejudices of Old Caftile, which how
ever ought not to weigh againft ex
perience ; fince the regulation of 1765

was
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was juftified by an increafe of almoft a 
third in the produce.

About the fame time, a meafure was 
adopted for the encouragement of agricul
ture, by inilituting the pofttos. Thefe 
are magazines of corn, eftablifhed in up
wards of five thoufand cities, towns, 
and villages in the kingdom, to infure 
fubfiftence to the people againft all ac
cidents, and to prevent alarms, which 
in fuch cafes are often equivalent to real 
evils. When it is intended to eftabliih 
one of thefe pofitos in any place, the mu*  
nicipal corps (ayuntamiento) obliges every 
inhabitant who has a field, either in fee 
or at a quit-rent, to contribute thereto 
a certain number of fanegues (a meafure 
of wheat weighing, in fome places, ninety 
pounds) the price of which is about four 
livres tournois (3d. 4d.) The year follow
ing, the inhabitant takes back what he 
has furnilhed, and fubftitutes for it an
other quantity, fomething more confi- 
derable ; and thus in the following years 
until the whole of the different quantities
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depofited, which is called creces, has fùf- 
ficiently filled the magazine.

But this period is retarded at the will 
of avarice, and there are few pojitos in 
Spain, the management of which does 
not enrich the adminiftrators at the ex*  
pence of the poorerclaifes of the people. 
However, this branch is at prefent in 
the hands of a vigilant minifter *,  
who endeavours to remedy all abufes, 
and re-eflabliih the pojitos according to 
their original deftination, that they may 
tend to the encouragement of cultiva
tors, and is determined, if poifible, to ap
ply the exceedings to the affiftance of 
thofe who may be in Want of grain for 
fowing their lands. Thefe public ma-' 
gazines, which in practice are burthen*  
fome to the poor, and but a feeble 
refource to the rich, muit not be con
founded with the magazines of corni

* The count of Florida-Blanca, who is pfoperly ,< 
feconded by a magiftrate of equal abilities and inte-*  
grity, Don Juan de Ace^o Rico.

Vol.IL D erta*
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eftabliihed in ieveral places, by the cha
rity of individuals, to furnifh pcor huf- 
bandmen with the means of fowing 
their lands. Befides thefe, there are at 
Valencia and Malaga other beneficent 
eftablilhments, whole object likewife is 
the encouragement of agriculture. Thefe 
are named erarias, and conflit of funds 
deftined to make advances in money to 
labourers, for a year only. Thefe funds 
were taken from the produce of the ffio- 
lios y vacantes.

The permiilion to export grain, the 
efiabliihment of the/<yf/o5, and like re
medies, will be but feeble palliatives of 
the evil which Hill occafions agricul
ture to languilh in Spain, until internal 
communication fhall be facilitated by 
making the roads paflable in all feafons, 
and efpecially by the conftruétion of ca
nals and the aid of navigable rivers, two 
objects to which we have feen that go
vernment has already turned its atten
tion.

At

O F S P A 1 N.

At prefent the interior commerce of 
Spain chiefly confifts in wine and oil*  
which are carried in leathern bottles by 
mules or afles from one province to ano
ther ; in grain, which in like manner, by 
the aid of beafts of burden, is the fuper- 
fluity of one diftridt transferred to ano
ther, to prevent the fcarcityto which that 
other may be expofed ; and in wool fent 
from the iheep-folds and waihing-places 
of Caftile to Bilboa, St. Ander*  and fome 
other ports of the northern coaft. Ma
terials neceifary to the manufadtures and 
merchandize, which from the ports or 
frontiers pafs into the interior parts of 
the kingdom, are tranfported thither by 
the fame flow and confequently expen- 
five conveyance^

It has been calculated*  that the diT 
ference between the prices of water and 
land carriage, even upon the belt roads 
of France, is in the proportion of one

See the excellent work of M. de Fer de IaN ouere, 
tiur J'Economic dans les travaux publics,

D a to
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to a hundred and fifty. We may judge 
by this calculation what Spain will gain, 
when ihe comes to have the full ufe of 
the canals already begun in thè king
dom, or of which the plans are adopted. 
In the mean time let the Spaniards con
tinue to level their uneven roads, which 
in mountainous countries are often im- 
paflible in a bad feafon, and they will 
be able more generally to fubilitute car
riages to beails of burthen, and make 
fome progrefs in facilitating conveyance,

Spain is not much farther advanced in 
the coafting trade. Excepting the veifels 
of Catalonia and thofe of Bifcay, the car
rying trade along the coail is almoil wholly 
in the hands of the French, Dutch, and 
Englifh, three nations which have the ad
vantage of being more aélive and who un- 
derftand to navigate their veffels at a lefs 
expence, and with fewer hands than the 
Spaniards. What has hitherto obliged. 
Spain to employ a greater number of 
bailors, is the Hate of perpetual war

ihe 
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ihe is in againit the Moors of Barbary, 
which has befides the inconvenience of 
diminiihing the confidence her flag might 
infpire. The prefent minifter is in a fair 
way to remove this chief obftacle to the 
profperity of Spanifh navigation in the 
Mediterranean.

The peace he has lately concluded 
with the regencies of Africa, is undoubt
edly an eifential part of his fyilem, 
which at once embraces agriculture, 
induftry, and navigation. He per
ceived that thefe three objeéls were in- 
diflblubly united, and rejecting the ex- 
clufive principles which favoured one at 
the expence of the others, has made 
them aid each other and mutually con
cur to remedy the national inaétion. In 
vain would he have endeavoured to en
courage the cultivation of commodities, 
and the produce of firft materials, of 
which the manufactures and workfhops 
are in expectation, had he not provided 
the means of facilitating their circula
tion by roads and canals, and of pro- 

D 3 moting
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moting the exportation of the produce 
tions of the foil and manufactures, by 
rendering the navigation lefs expenfiv.e 
and more certain. The fucc^fs of this 
plan, equally extensive and well di- 
gefted, muft foon produce effects to the 
advantage of the foreign commerce of 
Spain.

In this point of view particularly, is 
it that Spain acts but a paffive part. I 
ihall foon convince my readers of this 
by taking a view of the coafts. In the 
firft place thofe of Catalonia are an ex
ception. But few of the reproaches al
leged agaihft the Spaniards are appli
cable to the Catalonians. When we 
crofs their well cultivated province, and 
fee it full of manufactures of various 
kinds, we find it difficult to believe it 
belongs to Spain. The port of Barce
lona exports its filks, middling cloths, 
and colonnades, its indians, wines, bran
dies, and other productions ; and if we 
wifh to judge of the part the Cata
lonians take in this commerce, it muft 

be 
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be obferved that in 1782, of fix hun
dred and twenty-eight veffels which 
entered Barcelona, three hundred and 
feventeen belonged to Spain. It is true 
that filks from Lyons, flockings from 
Nîmes, feveral kinds of Ruffs and cottons, 
notwitb handing the prohibition, and par
ticularly dried cod, an article for which 
Spain is yet tributary to the Engliih in 
the fum of three millions of piaftres, 
pafs into Catalonia by the fame port.

It is a remarkable Angularity in the 
hiftory of commerce, that a proteftant 
nation ihould furnifh a catholic king
dom with an article which that nation 
only can prepare according to the tafte 
of the confirmers, by fetching from their 
own coafts * the fait neceffary to cure the 
fiih taken upon the banks of Newfound
land, an iiland difcovered by the Spa-

, ' ( ’• ■ .

* The fait with which the Engliih fait their cod 
is brought from Setubal and Alicant : whither their 
ihips, fometimes come in ballaft to load with fait 
thence to proceed to Newfoundland.

P 4 niards,



OF SPAIN. 414Q THE PRESENT STATE 

niards, and where they long exercifed 
the right of fifhery ; and as if this 
fpecies of fervitude were irrevocably de^ 
creed by fate, all the attempts hitherto 
piade to fubftitute fifh taken on the 
coafts of Bifcay and Afturia, refembling 
Engliih cod, have been ineffectual, and 
have proved that laws, policy, and even 
intereft, difappear before the caprices 
of tafte.

- , •* '
The other ports of Catalonia are much 

in the fame fituation as that of Barce^ 
Iona. Tarragona, and the neighbouring 
ports receive, in addition, feme articles’of 
necefiity, apd export dry fruits. Tortofa 
exports or imports wheat, according as 
the harvefts of Arragon and Catalonia 
are good or bad ; but the principal ar
ticle of exportation from this port is 
pot-alh.

A cpnfiderable commerce is alfo car
ried on ill the ports upon the coaft of 
Valencia, and which is chiefly in favour 
of France, The French fend to Valencia 

lipens?

linens, woollens, hardware, fpiceries, 
and grain, to almoft as great an amount 
as the wines, wool, dried fruits, pot-aih, 
and barilla, which they take from thence. 
They go to Gandia in fearch of the wool 
ufed by the manufacturers of Languedoc 
and Elbeuf, and carry with them French 
cloths, fllks, linens, hardware, and cocoa. 
The Engliih alfo carry thither their 
cloths; and the Dutch export thence the 
brandies of the country, to tranfport them 
to the coafts of Normandy and Bretagne.

The commerce of Alicant is lefs dif- 
advantageous to Spanifh navigators. Of 
nine hundred and fixty-one veifels, which 
arrived in this port in 1782, fix hun
dred were Spanifh, the greateft part 
Catalonian. French linens, thofe of Swit
zerland and Silefia, French camblets 
and fome woollens, are brought thither, 
and the return is in dried fruit, wool, 
barilla, &c.

To Carthagena, the Engliih, Dutch, 
3-nd Neapolitans carry merchandize of 

all
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all kinds, and return loaded with filk, 
wool, pot-aih and barilla.

. .■ Jgow -cc -7 oriia/;
. Almeria is a fmall port, the principal 

commerce of which is in the hands of the 
French, whofe Ihips carry thither the 
productions of their manufacturers-, and 
return loaded with lead, pot-aih, &c, 
- • ' -• < ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ' f ■ . J.

Wine and fruits are exported from 
Velez, Malaga, and Marbella.

Malaga has a very confiderable com
merce, the advantage of which is en
tirely in favour of Spain, but almoft with
out any to its navigation ; of eight hun
dred and forty two vclfels which ar
rived at this port in 1782, from almoft 
every commercial nation, fparcely a hun
dred were Spaniih, even reckoning the 
fhips of war which anchored there. 
The Englilh, who are in polfeffion of 
the greateft part of the trade, carry 
thither woollens and great quantities of 
•fmall ware; the Dutch carry fpice, 
cutlery ware, laces, ribbons, thread, 
&c. Thefe nations, thofe of the north, 

and

4$ 
and Italy, export to the amount of two 
millions and a half of piaftres in wines, 
fruits, fumach, pickled anchovies, oil,&c. 
and all they carry thither amounts only 
to about a million and a half. The ba
lance would be ftill more advantageous 
for Malaga, if the filk and wool of the 
kingdom of Granada were exported from 
this port; but thefe are employed in the 
country where they are produced.

Cadiz, the commerce of which 1 
fhall not here mention, becaufe I
«

fhall fpeak of it at fome length in 
another place, is a ftriking proof of the 
inactivity of Spaniih navigation. A 
thoufand and thirty-three veffels arrived 
there in 1782, of which but fifty be
longed to Spain. The neighbouring 
little ports of St. Lucar and St. Mary, in 
like manner, afford but little employ
ment for the veffels of the nation.

If we pafs from the coafts of Anda- 
luiia to the northern coaft of Spain, 
we fhall find the French, Englilh and 

Dutch

*
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Dutch in poffeffion of the trade from 
Vigo, Ferrol, and particularly from 
Corugna, and which moftly confifts in 
importation ; for the- pilchards, cattle, 
and common linens, the only articles 
Gallicia has to export, ferve to pay the ba
lance due to the neighbouring provinces«

Corugna owes to the prefent reign a 
feeble commerce of exportation which 
it has to America by the packet-boats, 
that fail every month for the Havannah, 
.and every two months for Buenos-Ayres. 
Thefe were eighteen in number, when 
the late war began. Several fell into the 
hands of the enemy, but were after
wards replaced. The conveyance of 
packets and paffengers' is the principal 
objedt of their inftitution ; but it occa
sionally furniihes the means of exporta
tion to the produdtions of Galicia. They 
employ about eight thoufand failors, 
and enliven the circumjacent countries.

Upon the coaft of Afturias there are 
eighteen ports, fcarcely known to have 

a napie,
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a name, the trade of which is almoft 
excluiively in the hands of the Dutch. 
A little before the late war the Englifh 
and French, who had been driven from 
them by preceding wars, appeared there 
again with linens, woollens, and fmall 
ware. Some velfels from the country 
however fail to France and England in. 
fearch of what is neceifary to fupply 
the wants of the province ; and iince 
the eftablifhment of a free commerce 
with America, the trade of Gijon, the 
moil: important of thefe ports, begins 
to acquire fome activity.

The country adjacent to the Afturias 
is called the Montanas de Burgos', and is 
one of the diftridts of Spain the moil un
provided with refources. Government 
confidered this when it permitted this 
diftridt to receive the neceffaries of life 
duty free. The treafury was not long 
before it repented of the conceflion, 
under favour of which all forts of fo
reign merchandize were introduced by 

the
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the ports of this coait, and adminiftra- 
tion has recently taken meafures to 
prevent future abufes.

, - • ' ? , , , » - ■ > '
< , I ' i -L • J ’■ ■ ' - ■

Saint Ander is the principal of thefe 
ports ; it receives, by about a hundred 
French veifels, every thing they can fur- 
nifh to confumption of every kind. Thefe 
ihips return loaded with wool for the 
manufadtures of France, and corn for 
the other Spaniih provinces, and fome- 
times for thofe of their own kingdom. 
The Englilh export from Saint Ander 
the fame articles, in exchange for cod, 
oil, fiih, &c. and employ, in this com
merce, about forty veifels. Some Dutch 
and Hamburgh veifels trade thither alfo. 
The eftabliihment of a free commerce 
has begun to animate the national navi
gation. The neighbouring ports, fuch 
as thofe of Suances, Comillas, and St. 
Vincent de la Barquera carry on a little 
coafting trade with the barks of the 
country. Santona, which has an excel
lent port, fends feme veifels loaded with 

cheft- 
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cheftnuts to Holland and a few cargoes 
of lemons to France.

The trade of this coaft, which, as 
we have feen, is almoit wholly in the 
hands of foreigners, approaches to an 
equality with that of Bifcay, the moft 
adtive commerce in Spain after that 
of Catalonia.

The principal ports of Bifcay, Bilboa, 
the Paifage, and St. Sebaftian, are much 
frequented by the Englilh, French, and 
.Dutch, who carry thither the produc
tions of their induftry, and return with 
iron, wool, and anchors. But the Bif- 
cayners are not idle fpedtators ; they fur- 
nilh in a great meafure foreign merchan
dize to the Mediterranean provinces, and 
their ihips have a confiant communica
tion with the other ports of the penin- 
fula, and thofe of France, England, and 
Holland. St. Sebaftian has a long time 
been the center of commerce for the pro
vince of Caracas ; and although the o 
company of this name has no longer the 

form
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form of an exclufive company, the Bif- 
cayners will, for a confiderable time,have 
the advantage in this trade over their 
competitors.

A few words upon the trade of the 
Mediterranean iflands, which make a part 
of the crown of Arragon/will complete 
this flight fketch of the commerce of 
Spain.

The ifland of Majorca, the principal 
one of the three, produces wine and fruits 
which are fent to Spain, fome brandies, 
taken by veifels from the north, a 
little filk which goes to Catalonia, and 
coarfe wools fent to Sardinia and Italy. 
It receives corn from the French and Ita
lian ports, cattle from thofe of Languedoc 
and Catalonia, and rice and filks from 
the coafts of the kingdom of Valencia. 
The French, Engliih, and Dutch carry 
to it all the other articles of which it 
has need : but the French poflefs three- 
fourths of the commerce of the ifland. 
The people of Majorca, like the inha

bitants

49 
bitants of moil: iflands, have an inclina
tion and aptitude for navigation. Their 
ihip-timber is made ufe of at Palma, 
which is their principal port; they 
fetch*cocoa,fugar,  iron, and planks from 
Marfeilles ; and their xebecks go to Ca
diz, where they take in cargoes. Their 
flag, more expofed than any other to 
the infults of the rovers of Barbary, 
their fierce neighbours, may here
after be difplayed- with greater fecurity 
in the Mediterranean, and their port 
of Palma being one of thofe which 
fince 1778, has a right to trade with 
Spaniih America, mu ft ftill increafe their 
induftry.

This for a long time will not be rivalled 
by their neighbours, the inhabitants of 
Minorca. This ifland, unfruitful and al- 
moft without induftry, was furniihed with 
every thing by foreign veifels, and parti
cularly by thofe of France, before it was 
conquered by Spain. I know not whe
ther the change will be advantageous to 
the inhabitants with refpect to their

Vol. II. E com-
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commerce or not, it has only appeared to 
me that they were in doubt what might 
be its effect.

Ivica, the third of the iilands ancient
ly called the Balearic, exports but little, 
and receives its fupplies of neceftaries 
from Majorca and the coafts of Spain. Its 
principal riches confift in fait, of which 
foreign fhips, particularly Swedilh, come 
thither to take in their cargoes.

Thefe accounts are more than fuffi- 
cient to prove that the commerce the 
Spaniards have with foreigners is but 
paffive. But the eftabliihment of pa
triotical focieties, the conftruétion of 
roads and canals, and particularly the 
extenfion of the free commerce with 
Spanifh America, muft produce a new 
order of things. I have fufficiently 

. fpoken of the two firft beneficial fources ; 
and the third only now remains to be 
confidered.

After
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After the conqueft of Spanifh Ame
rica, the court of Madrid confided the 
adminiftration of that country to a per
manent council, under the name of the 
Council of the Indies, which ftill fubfifts, 
with nearly the fame laws and principles, 
that, according to circumftances, were 
at firft adopted. The form of admini- 
ftration which government gave, at the 
fame time, to its vaft poffeifions, is no 
part of my fubject; this would be a 
work above my abilities, and would be- 
fides lead me too far from my purpofe : 
I ihall fay no more of it than what will 
be neceifary to give a proper knowledge 
of modern Spain, with refpect to her 
connexions with her colonies.

The council of the Indies is, in many 
refpedts, modelled upon the council of 
Caftile : like the latter it is compofed 
of feveral chambers, two of which are 
elpecially charged with affairs of admini- 
ftration, and the third with the decifion 
of law fuits. It has alfo its camara com
pofed of the oldeft counfellors, one of 

E 2 whofe
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whofe principal functions is topropofeto 
the king, by means of his minifter, fuch 
perfons as it judges proper to fill the 
places of vice-roy, governor, and other 
magiftrates, and 'to hold biihoprics and 
benefices in Spanifh America. It is by 
this council alfo that the laws andregu- 
lations by which that country is governed 
are framed, and there are very few mea- 
fures which the minifter of the Indies 
can take without having, although it be 
but for the fake of form, the fanétion 
of the council. This having been the 
permanent depofitary of the funda
mental laws upon which the conftitution 
of Spanifh America was at firft erected, it 
has been, and perhaps too obftinately, 
an enemy to all meafures by which it 
might undergo any change.

One of thefe laws confined the com
merce of Spain, with her colonies, to a Tin
gle Port ; at firft that of Seville : but when 
the Guadalquivir, which in the time of 
Charles V. was navigable up to this port, 
became inacceflible to large vefiels, the 

center 
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center of the Spanifh American com
merce was removed to Cadiz. The man
ner in which it was carried on is gene
rally known.

At ftated times a fleet failed to Mexico 
to furniih a fupply of fuch articles as were 
neceflary for that country, and bring 
back the productions of that part of 
America to Cadiz. At the fame time 
galleons failed for Porto Bello. In this 
port was held a kind of fair, the ren
dezvous of all the merchants from the 
other Spanifh colonies. This was con
tinued until the war which begun in 
1732, when regifter fhips were fubfti- 
tuted to galleons. But the fleet for 
Mexico, and the regifter fhips, conti
nued to fail from Cadiz.

The coaft of Caracas only received its 
fupply of merchandize from another 
port. The care of furnifhing this had 
been confided by Philip V. to a company 
which took the name of that of Guipuf- 
coa, from the province in which it was 

E 3 infti-
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inftituted, and the ports whence the 
veflels failed. The company enjoyed all 
the advantages of an exclufive privilege, 
without having received it in form.

/ . ■

A bad adminiftration, by inriching 
the agents, and exciting complaints from 
the fettlers at Caracas has occaiioned it to 
decline. The check it received at the 
beginning of the laft war * gave it the 
finiihing ftroke ; the company then felt 
the burthen too heavy to be fupported, 
and prayed the king for his affiftance.

His catholic majefty releafed the com
pany from the obligation it was under to 
keep Garda Coft as, which were an expence 
of two hundred thoufand piaftresperann. 
though they did not do their duty, as 
the fettlers of Caracas received much more 

* I mean the taking of the convoy from Bifcay in 
tbe month of January 1780, by Admiral Rodney. 
The lofs fuflained by the company on this occa- 
iion was eftimated at fifteen hundred thoufand 
piaitres ; and it was faid, that fum was equal to tbe 
whole real property of the company.

mer«
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merchandize from fmugglers than from 
the company. The latter loft nothing by 
the change ; its ihares had become treble 
the original purchafe, thanks to the in- 
fufficiency of the articles furniihed, to the 
exorbitant price at which they were fold, 
and to that the company laid upon its re
turns. The company preferved the fame 
means of carrying on the commerce of Ca
racas with great advantage over the new 
competitors, who were to be affociated 
with it. In the year 1785, it was employ
ed in liquidating its capital. The court of 
Spain had already permitted fome indi
viduals to make voyages to the coaft of 
Caracas, then greatly diftreifed by the 
depredations of the enemy’s privateers, 
and the more prejudicial aufterity of the 
governor. But I have known intelligent 
people in Spain who doubted of the 
happy fuccefs of thefe liew regulations.

The experiment made in favour of the 
fettlers of Caracas was a ftep towards 
new attempts of the fame kind. In 
1755 Ferdinand VI. permitted a com- 

E 4 pany
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pany of merchants at Barcelona to fend 
out Blips to St. Domingo, Porto Rico 
and Margaretta ; but the privilege was 
clogged with fo many reftriCtions that 
the company made no ufe of it.

In 1763, the dawn of a new day 
began to appear in Spanifli America. 
Several underftanding perfons had per
ceived and wiihed to make government 
feniible of the inconvenience of con
fining to a fmgle port, and to periodical 
voyages, all the commerce of the exten- 
five colonies in that quarter of the 
world. An attachment to old forms for 
a long time rendered their remonftrances 
ineffectual: two arguments were op- 
pofed to them, which were the more 
embarrafling as they were the refult of 
the experience of two diftant periods. 
It was obferved that under Charles V. 
a free commerce had been attempted to 
be eftabliflied, but that foon afterwards 
it was found neceffary to reftore the 
former . reftri&ions. It was further 
added, that from 1748 to 1754, regiiter 

Blips

OF SPAIN. 57

Blips had failed from other ports of 
Spain than that of Cadiz ; and that the 
numerous failures which followed in 
confequence foon caufed the meafure to 
be abandoned. But thofe who made 
thefe objections did not obferve that •
more precautions on the part of govern
ment, and regulations better adopted to 
the time and the nature of the dif
ferent expeditions, mult have prevented 
the ruinous fpeculations of the new 
adventurers ; that Spanifli America, bet
ter known by its wants than its re- 
fources, at leait to government, could 
no longer embarrafs merchants with the 
fame obftacles, provided they fubmitted 
their operations to its infpeCiion. The 
wants of the Spanifli colonies daily in- 
increafed; and obliging all the veifels 
which went to relieve them to depart 
from one port, was on one hand expofing 
the colonifts to a monopoly, and on the 
other leaving too great an opening to 
the fpeculations of fmugglers.

A tarif
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A tarif drawn up in 1720, feemed to 
have been calculated for the advantage 
of thofe who purfued this illicit trade. 
It loaded with duties of export to 
America the productions of the mother 
country, fuch as iron, wines, brandies, 
oil, &c. It eftabliihed the duty of Palmeo> 
which was received upon the bales, not 
according to the quality of the mer
chandize, but in proportion to their di- 
menfions ; a duty which thus favoured 
high priced articles, that occupy but 
little fpace, at the expence of thofe 
which require confiderable room, and 
rendered it impoftible to take any ac
count of the quantity or quality of fo
reign fluffs fhipped for the colonies. 
The tariff moreover fubjeéted the ma
nufactures of Spain to the fame duties 
as thofe from foreign countries ; in a 
word, it prefcribed a number of forma
lities perplexing to legal commerce ; and 
fmuggling added to the advantage of 
eluding them, that of defrauding go
vernment of duties of exportation and 
importation to the amount of fixty per 

cent.
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cent. The Englifh had fo much pro
fited by this, that according to calcula
tions which I have reafon to believe 
exaCi, their contraband trade produced 
them after the peace of 1763 twenty mil
lions of piaitres per annum.

The court of Spain loft no time in en
deavouring to frame other regulations 
for a part of the colonies. By a decree 
of the 16th of October 1783, feveral 
European ports were permitted to trade 
immediately with the Carribbees, and the 
provinces of Campeachy, St. Martha and 
Rio de la Hacha. The decree diminifhed 
the duties of the fatal tarif of 1720, and 
diipenfed with many formalities. Its 
effedt was not at firft very fenfible. The 
Spaniards, ever tardily circumfpeCt, were 
not eager to enter this new channel.

The ifland of Cuba became the princi
pal object of fpeculation. Yet in 1770 
this ifland, which well cultivated, might 
lupply all Europe with fugar, did not 
furnifh enough for the confumption of 

Spain.
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Spain. Speculations have fince become 
more enterprizing. Government has 
given new encouragement to the trade 
with the Havannah, efpecially by faci
litating the importation of negroes, by a 
confiderable diminution of the duty paid 
on their being carried thither. The 
company exclu lively permitted to fur- 
niih them, had almoft ruined itfelf in. 
the undertaking; but thefe new mea- 
fures foon gave it the means of repair
ing its Ioffes. The ifland of Cuba, which 
had conftantly languiihed under the auf- 
pices of the exclufive company of the 
Havannah, began from that moment 
lenfibly to profper. Before the year 1765, 
it fcarcely received into its ports fix fhips 
in a year; in 1778, its commerce gave 
employment to more than two hundred. 
Its crops of fugar were more than fuffi- 
cient to fupply the demands of Spain ; 
and although thefe fugars were at that 
time eight per cent, dearer than thofe of 
France, it was forefeen that they would 
foon enter into competition with them 
in the European markets.

Like
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Like fucceffes juftified the meafures 
taken in 1765, and invited the court of 
Spain ftill further to enlarge its plan. 
The department of the Indies had juft 
been beftowed on one whofe enterpriz
ing charadter, knowledge and experience 
permitted him not to remain fatisfied with 
fuch timid experiments. By a decree of 
the 2d of February, 1778, the free com
merce was extended to the province of 
Buenos Ayres, and the kingdoms of 
Chili and Peru ; and by another decree, 
of the 16th of October following, to 
the vice-royalty of Santa Fe, and the 
province of Guatimala. It therefore was 
now permitted to all Spanifh America, 
except Mexico.

The lait decree regulated the new 
form to be given to the free trade; and 
admitted to a participation in it the 
ports of Seville, Cadiz, Malaga, Alicant, 
Carthagena, Barcelona, St. Ander, Gijon, 
Carugna, Palma in the ifland of Majorca, 
and St. Croix in Teneriffe one of the 
Canary Iflands.

As
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As all fhips which fhould hereafter 
fail from thefe ports were to pafs by the 
cuftom-houfes, thofe of Bifcay, one of 
the privileges of which confifts in not 
having any fuch houfes, were by the 
filence of the new regulation excluded 
from this trade. Government has at
tempted to perfuade the Bifcayners to 
permit cuftom-houfes in their ports, with 
the view of an immediate commerce with 
Spaniih America ; but this temptation, 
as we have obferved in another place, 
has not induced them to abandon their 
privileges ; and hitherto thofe mer
chants of Bifcay who have fent veffels 
to the Indies, have been obliged to fit 
them out from the neareft port to 
their coaft ; a troublefome formality, 
which, however, has appeared to them 
lefs difagreeable than the admiffion of 
revenue officers. The regulation of 
1778, extends the free commerce to 
twenty-four ports of Spaniih America, 
and favours, by lowering the duties, 
fuch of them as were in need of that 
advantage to be frequented.
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This is not the only proof of bene
ficent policy contained in the regulation. 
One of the principal objects of its au
thor, was to encourage the productions 
of the foil and manufactures of the 
mother country. In confequence of 
which, feveral articles are there exempt 
from duties for ten years from the date 
of the decree ; fuch as woollens, cotton, 
and linens of the manufacture of Spain ; 
hats, fteel, glafs, and a hundred other 
articles of which the enumeration would 
be too tedious.

With the fame view the regulation 
actually excluded many articles of fo
reign merchandize, fuch as cotton fluffs, 
half-beaver hats, filk flockings, and 
liquors of all kinds, as wine, oil, brandy, 
and others, known in Spain by the ap
pellation of caldos.

And ftill more to excite the Spaniards 
to export to the Indies the productions 
of their country, the regulation exempts 

from
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from a third of the duty every vefTel 
wholly laden with national merchandize.

The regulation of 1778 tends not lefs 
to the profperity of the colonies than 
to that of the mother country ; it wholly 
exempts from duty, on being fhipped 
from America, a great quantity of the pro
ductions of the country, as cottôn,fugar, 
cochineal, indigo, coffee, copper, jefuits- 
bark, and all productions, as well of the 
Spanifh Indies as of the Philippines, 
which have not yet been brought to 
Europe.

The precious metals of America make 
a feparate article. Gold, on entering 
Spain, paid a duty of five per cent, and 
filver one of ten per cent. The new re
gulation fixes thefe duties at two and 
five and a half per cent, and, had the 
minifter had it in his power, the duty 
of four per cent, upon the exportation 
of piaftres from Spain, would in like 
manner have been reduced to the half. 
Certain articles of merchandize coming 

from
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from the Indies are neceffary to the Spa
niards who confume or manufacture 
them. The exportation of thefe to fo
reign kingdoms is abfolutely prohibited 
by the regulation : the principal ones 
are filver in ingots, gold in every form*  
fpun cotton, and ihip timber.

America produces many other articles 
little known in Europe, and of which 
Spain ought to favour the exportation. 
The regulation which exempts them 
from export duties on leaving the Indies, 
extends the exemption to their expor
tation from Spain. Such are certain 
woods, gums, plants and drugs with 
which America abounds. Thefe may 
fupply luxurious enjoyments, and pre- 
ferve or reft ore the health of the inha
bitants of the old Continent ; and though 
placed by Nature at a diftancefrom them, 
ought long fince to have been rendered 
common in Europe by commerce.

All thefe meafures would have been 
inefficient, if the court of Madrid had 

Vol. II. F fuf-
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buffered the numerous duties eilablithed 
by the tarif of 1720 to remain.

The new regulation abolishes them 
all, and fubilitutes in their Head a Angle 
duty, which is a certain part of their 
value. It is accompanied by a tarif, 
in which the various articles of mer
chandize are eilimated;. iron by wreight, 
cloths by meafure, (tuffs by the piece, 
and other articles by the dozen, T-hofe 
which cannot be thus valued, are taken 
at the current price of the manufactories 
whence they come, if they be Spaniih ; 
or according to the price they bear in 
the port in which they were (hipped, if 
foreign. According to thefe different 
'valuations, which, as it appears, leave 
but little room for arbitrary deciiions, 
the tarif fubjeds all national merchan
dize to a duty of three per cent, and fo
reign goods to one of feven per cent, 
when either are (flipped for any one of 
the great ports of America; that is to 
fay, the Havannah, Carthagena, Buenos 
Ayres, Montevideo, Callao, Arica, Guy- 

aquil, 
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aquil, Valparayfo and Conception ; and 
the duty is but one and a half, or four 
per cent, when national or foreign mer
chandize is (hipped for one of the lelfer 
Indian ports.

Not with (landing the wifdom of the 
intentions with which the regulation 
was drawn up, it excited many com
plaints. It left, faid the complainants, 
much to be defired with rcfpeCt to the 
encouragement meant to be given to 
national productions ; fome of which 
were highly taxed, fuch as iron, oil, 
wines, brandies, &c. Why did it (till 
leave the duties to which woollens, li
nens, cottons, filks, &c. Were fubjeCt in 
palling from one province to another ? 
On the other hand, why were' articles 
of foreign manufacture excluded from 
the commerce of America, to which 
the national manufactures could not 
long be fufficient, particularly the 
article of filk (lockings ? Was not this 
inviting the manufacturers of Spain, 
convinced of their inability, to engage 

F 3 with 
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with foreigners for a fupply ? And muff 
not this neceffary fuccour, eafy to be 
obtained in fpite of prohibitions, caufe 
their manufactures to languifh by favour
ing idlenefs ? The heavieit complaint 
was againft the troublefome formalities 
to which the regulation fubjeéted the 
expeditions from the ports of Spain to 
America. Merchants were expofed to the 
caprices of favour and the inconvenience 
of delay, which, added to a duty of 
feven per cent, to be eluded as well in 
exports as imports, and to abfolute pro
hibitions of certain articles of merchan
dize, could not but offer feducing ad
vantages to contraband fpeculations. 
Could the name of a free trade, faid 
the complainants, be given to commerce 
thus fhackled, for each operation of 
which an exprefs permiffion was necef
fary from the minister ; which intrigue, 
hnwillingnefs, the ilownefs of the forms 
of office and intermediate agents might 
delay too long, and confequently ren
der ufelefs ? Inftead of the advantages 
of liberty, prohibitions, threats and pu- 

niihments, 
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nifhments, it was added, had been an
nexed to each article of the regulation.

The merchants of Madrid were the 
chief complainants. Thefe only had hi
therto had connexions with Spanifh 
America; they were the only perfons 
who had capitals fufficient for filch dif- 
tant expeditions, of which the returns 
were expofed to every kind of hazard. 
The affociates given them in thirteen 
other ports of Spain would, faid they, 
engage in ruinous fpeculations, which 
without benefiting the colonies would 
be a real lofs to the cemmerce of Cadiz. 
The voice of felf-intereft was eafily dif- 
tinguilhed in thefe complaints. The 
experience of a few years has already 
been fufficient to determine whether or 
not they were well founded.

Thofe of which Mexico was the ob
ject, feemed to carry with them two 
more fpecious reafons. It was aiked, 
why that vice-royalty only was excepted 

the new law ? If the law were to con-
F 3 tribut® /
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tribute to the profperity of the reft of 
Spaniih America, could it be thought 
dangerous for Mexico only ? If its fuc- 
cefs were uncertain, how had minifters 
dared to make a hazardous experiment 
upon fuch a vail extent of country ? 
The partifans of adminiftration replied, 
that not to expofe at once the fate of 
all the colonies to the uncertainty of 
irregular voyages and adventures, it had 
been thought proper to leave a part fub- 
jedb to the ancient regulation of peri
odical fuccours; that the minifter of 
the Indies chofe the moil populous co
lony, and at the fame time that with 
which he was beft acquainted; that 
Spain had not yet either veffels, capital, 
or merchants fufiicient to rely upon the 
diftant and uncertain inclination of 
individuals, to furnifh this vaft colony 
with fuccours. The reply to thefe ar
guments was, Do not confound the effect 
with the caufe. If you want (hips, mer
chants and capital, is it not becaufe 
America, perhaps, does not yet offer all 
the openings file has to give to com-
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merCe ? Open the ports of Mexico, and 
this will foon produce unbounded fpe- 
culations ; for there are many fettlers in 
that colony, who have wants and de
fires, with abundant means of fatisfying 
them ; whereas the fleets you fend thither 
only from time to time, and after long 
intervals, leave an immenfe opening to 
contraband trade, deftroy the induftry 
of the Mexicans, and expofe them to 
the extortions of the avaricious and 
opulent, who engrofs the merchandize 
fent to Mexico for the confumption of 
four or five years.

The minifter of the Indies had un
doubtedly ftill ftronger reafons for not 
changing the manner of fupplying Mex
ico, and notwithftanding all the com
plainants may alledge, that province, 
with which he is thoroughly acquainted, 
and which is one of the chief objects of 
his care, owes to him its profperity in 
more than one refpedt, and the advan
tage of rendering that profperity ufeful 
to the other colonies and the mother

F 4 coun-
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country. The corn now produced there 
is Sufficient for its confumption, and will 
Soon contribute to furniih a part towards 
that of all Spaniih America. The cul
tivation of tobacco, confined however 
to two diftridfs in the neighbourhood 
of Mexico, by offering a new gratification 
to the Mexicans, has increafed the reve
nue of Spain.

The miners, in particular, of Mexico, 
have much reafon to be Satisfied with 
the .prefent minifter of the Indies, who 
by improving the works of the mine of 
Almaden, has furnifhed them with a great 
quantity of quickfilver. Before the time 
of M. de Galvez, this mine, Situated near 
the Sierra Morena, produced but about 
Seven or eight thouSand quintals. The 
minifter has almoft doubled the pro-? 
duce, and made, with the miners of 
Mexico, an arrangement, by virtue of 
which he will furniih them, at forty-one 
great piaftres per quintal, the quickfilver 
for which they formerly paid eighty pi-, 
¡aftres. Thi§ has given great activity to 

th? 
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the working of the mines. Thofe of 
Mexico produced, in 1782, twenty-Seven 
millions of great piaftres, and would have 
produced thirty millions had not they 
wanted quickfilver ; not that the rich 
Source of Almaden is exhaufted, but a 
defedt in the conftrudtion of the galle
ries of that mine had retarded the works, 
Until this impediment Shall be removed, 
the Spaniih government has made an 
agreement, whereby it is to be furnished 
with fix thoufand quintals of Silver the 
year for fix years, from the mines of 
Idria in Auftrian Iftria, for which Spain 
js to pay about fifty-two great piaftres the 
quintal. The miners of Mexico have 
reconciled thcmfelves to this additional 
expence, to be enabled to continue the 
working of their mines with all poffible 
vigour; the of reafon this adlivitv on 
their part is eafily conceived.

The mines of which they are in pof- 
fcflion, are a Species of raw materials, 
which it is their intereft to employ. 
The greater the produce the more con

siderable 
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fiderable are the profits which refult to 
the undertakers ; but does this exift in 
an equal proportion for the Spaniards of 
the Old Continent ?

This queftion was of magnitude fuf- 
ficient to be confidered. Our modern 
ceconomifts, fupported by the experience 
of the laft century, would not hefitate 
in refol ving it; they would fay, and 
with them many good citizens beyond 
the Pyrenees, that the exceffive increafe 
of coin is diametrically oppofite to the 
endeavours of Spain to render her ma
nufactures flourilhing; that the price 
of every thing, as well in Spain as elfe- 
where, muft be in proportion to the 
quantity of fpecie ; that if the progrefs 
of Spaniih induftry keeps in the king
dom the greateft part of the coin, hi
therto deftined to pay the balance of 
trade, the refult will foon be that the 
high price of workmanihip will again 
check induftry in the midft of its ca
reer, and throw it back into that eter

nal
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nal circle from which it will never be 
extricated.

According to this principle the ceco
nomifts, whofe arguments I am now re
peating, would fay to the Spaniards ; 
Inftead therefore of extracting from your 
mines every thing they can pofiibly pro
duce, rather ihut up a part of them; 
confine the quantity of the precious me
tals fent to the Old Continent, to what 
is necefiary to replace that which is in- 
fenfibly loft, which luxury employs in or
naments, or avarice buries either in Afia 
or Europe. Follow the example of the 
Portuguefe, who limit the working of 
their diamond mines, that their precious 
produdts may not become common; or 
that of the Dutch, who burn what 
fpices remain after having provided for 
the demand of the confumers, which 
they carefully eftimate. The filver of 
Mexico is your diamonds and fpices; if 
you treble their quantity, your miners, 
whofe hands might be more ufefully em
ployed, will be obliged to labour more, 

but 
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but you will not be more rich. You 
will pay three times the price for foreign 
productions, which will always continue 
to be more or lefs neceifary to you.

I know not whether thefe arguments 
appear fpecious, but I can imagine the 
anfwer which would be made to them 
in Spain. We fee nothing alarming, it 
would be faid, in the increafe of coin, 
which you reprefent as a thing fo mon- 
itrous. In the firit place it would pro
duce a certain profit to the revenue, 
becaufe it muft augment, in the fam? 
proportion, the duties paid upon metals 
on their entrance into Spain. Now, 
whilft other hates of Europe endeavour 
to increafe their revenues, and find in 
them the means of fupporting the great 
enterprizes of peace and war, we fee not 
by what fatality Spain alone Ihould find 
the means of decline in that which con
tributes to the profperity of neighbour
ing kingdoms. We have the fame ob- 
fervations to make upon her manufac
tures. When they ¿all be on a foot

ing with our mines, our coin will be 
increafed by that which now pays for 
foreign induftry, and by the furplus fur- 
niihed us by Mexico and Peru. We there
fore fee nothing to be feared in this fug- 
geftion, and would afk our opponents 
what nations are moft flouriihing. Are 
they not England and France, mdifputa- 
blythofe which have thegreateft quantity 
of coin ? What fignifies the fource whence 
it is derived ? The combined produce of 
our mines and our induftry, will never- 
thelefs be very ufeful to Spain in the 
hands of rich individuals, who, in their 
turn, will embelliih our cities and coun
try, furniih capitals for public inftitu- 
tions, and from whom the ftate, in criti
cal moments, may receive loans, and find 
lefs burthenfome fuccours than here
tofore. We however agree, that a time 
may arrive when our profperity, carried 
to its greateft height, might bring with 
it our decline. This may happen when, 
our manufadtures fhall be fufficiently 
adtive and improved rto render foreign, 
mduftry abfolutely ufelefs to us. If at 

the 
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the fame time the produce of our mines 
cpnilantly tended to augment the quan
tity of our current coin, without its 
finding a means of decreafe, certainly 
this fituation, which from the viciffi- 
tudes of human affairs ought to be 
looked upon as a chimera, would have 
an inevitable inconvenience. Such an 
exceffive plenitude of the body politic 
would render an evacuation necefiary, 
which would give it the moil: violent 
fliock. The extreme . high price of 
workmanihip in Spain would invite 
thither, in fpite of all prohibitions, 
every kind of foreign manufacture. 
The coin would be drained off by the 
channels which thefe would open to re
ceive it; the national manufactures 
would languifh for want of fale; work
men would difappear, as ufelefs in future 
from want of employment, and Spahr 
would again fall into depopulation? Aug? 
gifhnefs and poverty. But we are far 
from being in fuch circumitances as 
could realize thefe melancholy ideas; 
and until a more imminent danger con*  

demn> 
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demns to inactivity our manufactures 
and mines, we may continue to derive 
from this two-fold fource our future 
profperity.

Whether this reafoning may be 
well or ill founded, it ferves as a 
bafis to the plan which Spain has for 
feveral years followed. Government is 
perfuaded, that the greateft poflible 
advantages mult refult from great acti
vity in the manufactures, an abundant 
production from the mines, and a con
tinual correfpondence between the mo” 
ther country and the colonies.

Some of the colonies have merited 
more particular cares than that of Mex
ico; thefe are Louifiana, Trinidad, and 
the Philippines.

From the moment Louifiana was 
ceded by the French to Spain, the court 
of Madrid, which to fubjugate this co
lony had employed fuch vigorous mea- 
lutes as could not faij to render its yoke 

odious,
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odious, endeavoured to foften its fates 
by granting to the inhabitants privileges 
proper to infure their profperity, and 
the advantage of the mother country. 
In 1768, it was enadled, that merchan
dize going from Spain to Louifiana, and 
the productions received from that co
lony, ihould be exempt from all duties 
of exportation; and that the produce of 
the colony ihould pay a duty of but four 
per cent, upon entering Spain. But as 
thofe in the greateft abundance, fuch 
as tobacco, indigo, cotton, and parti
cularly furs, could not find a great fale 
in Spain, it was agreed that French vef- 
fels might load with them at New Or
leans, but that they ihould arrive there 
in ballaft. This reftridtion was fo fre
quently eluded, that the Spaniih govern
ment faw the necefiity of taking it off; 
and was moreover convinced, that the 
furs, ikins, &c. of Louifiana could not 
be exchanged but ’for goods manufac
tured in France,

' S The
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The regulation of 1778, added to the 
privileges of Louifiana, a total exemp
tion of duties for furs, &c. during 
ten years. Afterwards in 1782, Penfi- 
cola and Weft Florida having been ad
ded to the Spaniih poffeffions within 
the Gulph of Mexico, it was eitabliihed, ’ 
that for ten years, reckoning from the 
conclufion of the peace, ihips ihould be 
permitted to fail from French ports to 
Louifiana and Penficola, and returns 
made of all the productions of the two 
colonies, and that the articles, as well 
exported as imported, ihould pay a duty 
of no more than fix per cent, that in 
cafe of necefiity the inhabitants ihould 
be permitted to furniih themfelves with 
necefiaries from the French American 
iilands; and that the negroes, which 
they might procure from friendly colo
nies, ihould enter their ports duty free. 
The regulation exprefsly mentioned, 
that foreign merchandize received at 
Louifiana ihould be there entirely c'on- 
fumed. But this reffriCtion has cer
tainly been eluded ; for confidering the

Vol. II. g nume-
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numerous expeditions made to New Or-» 
leans in confequence of the regulation, 
many fpeculators would have ruined 
themfelves had not their cargoes had 
other markets than that of Louifiana.

This very regulation of 1782^3011 made 
further enlargements appear neceffary; 
the people of Louifiana were to form no 
commercial connexions but with France, 
to which they were difpofed by an at
tachment independent of treaties, and 
which is frequently ftronger in propor
tion to the oppofition it meets with. 
Had this intention been realized, the 
French would have deprived the con
traband traders of the produce of their 
fraudulent commerce by way of Flori
da, and the north of the Mifiifippi, and 
would have had it in their power to 
have procured at an eafy rate the furs, 
beaver ikins, and other productions of 
Louifiana. Neverthelefs as the inhabi
tants of this colony alfo confumed fome 
foreign merchandize, fuch as Silefia li
nens, Engliih copper, &c. to leave the 

French 
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French the whole profit of this new 
arrangement, it would have been necef
fary to obtain from the French govern
ment a free importation for thefe arti
cles, which might afterwards have been 
fhipped from the ports of that king
dom immediately to Louifiana. The 
Spanifh minifter had confided this né
gociation to M. Maxent, father-in-law to 
general Galvez, fo advantageoufly known 
in the late war, and who previouily had 
prepared the profperity of Louifiana, 
by the mildnefs and wifdom of his âdmi- 
niftration. M. Maxent was not able to 
fücceed in the négociation with which 
he was charged, and in 1785 it Was 
prefumed that the Spanilh government 
had determined to extend to other foreign 
ports, fuch as Offend, Amfterdam, Ge
noa, &c. a privilege which at firit had 
been referved for thofe of France.

Trinidad had for a long time been one 
of the moil unprofitable of the Spanifli 
colonies. Its fituation at the entrance 
of the Gulph of Mexico, near the coaft

G 2 of
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of Terra Firma, the falubrity of its cli
mate, the fertility of its foil, and the excel
lence of fome of its harbours, ought on 
the contrary to make it a valuable pof- 
feflion. This had not efcaped the mi- 
nifter of the Indies, who that he might 
reftore life to this dead member of the 
Spaniih monarchy, added in 1776 the 
ifland of Trinidad to the department of 
the company of Caracas. This was but 
a trifle compared to what M. Galvez ftill 
intended to do for the ifland. In 1778 
it was included in the new regula
tion. M. d’Avalos, intendant of the 
province of Caracas, a citizen full of zeal 
and information, of a firm and vigorous 
charadter, who has been harihly cen- 
fured by the colonifts confided to his 
care, but properly appreciated by the 
Spaniih miniftry, who have lately named 
him to the government of Andalufia, 
was confulted in 1779, upon the proper 
means of reftoring it to new life. M. 
d’Avalos, from that moment, took upon 
himfelf to people and fertilife Trinidad. 
A Frenchman, not lefs adtive than him

felf, 
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felf came very à-propos to fécond his 
intentions : this was M. de Saint Lau
rent, who, fixed by his pofleflions in 
the ifland of Granada, had palled under 
the dominion of England by the peace 
of 1763, and who, after the taking of 
the ifland, which he forefaw would not 
be reftored to France, went to fettle at 
Trinidad. He was perfedtly acquainted 
with all the refources of the ifland, had 
connexions with all the Caribbee iflands, 
and poflefled, in a fuperior degree, the 
talent of infpiring confidence and bene
volence by his fincerity and eafy manners.

M. d’Avalos charged him to procure 
fettlers for the ifland of Trinidad. M. 
de Saint Laurent, who knew that lè
verai perfons in France and Ireland 
had already turned their views to that 
ifland, propofed, to engage them to de
termine upon it, a regulation which 
infured to them lands in proportion to 
their capital, and the number of blacks 
and whites that each colonift lhould 
take to the colony ; which exempted for

G 3 ten
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ten years the exportation of their pro- 
dudtions, and the entry of negroes, from 
all duties ; and granted them other pri
vileges lefs confiderable, the enumera
tion of which would carry me too far 
beyond the bounds of my plan.

The regulation, approved of by M. 
d’Avalos, was publilhefl, by his order, at 
the beginning of 1780, without waiting 
for the confent of the court, and it pro
duced a fpeedy effect. In the month of 
June, 1782, there were a hundred and 
leventy families of new colonifts, who 
had brought with them a thoufand and 
eighty-five ilaves, and had nearly two 
hundred plantations for fugar, coffee, 
and cocoa.

This beginning was not, however, 
properly fupported ; the greateft part of 
t>he emigrants, upon whom M. d’Avalos 
reckoned, waited until the court of 
Spain ihould make a formal avowal of 
the promifed privileges; and M. de St. 
Laurent came in 1783 to Europe tg 

folicit. 
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' folicit it. He had feveral conferences with 
the Spaniih minifters, and prefented to 
them memorials which had not the. fuc- 
cefs he expected. To juftify the pro
mîtes he had made to the emigrants, he 
demanded privileges which were found 
incompatible with the laws of the In
dies ; and the council, the depofitary of 
thefe laws, oppofed to him the ancient 
inflexibility of its principles. He be
lieved he had a perfonal right to the 
acknowledgements of Spain, and de
manded them, perhaps, with that auftere 
franknefs which knows not how to afk 
for juftice in the accents commonly em
ployed in the folicitations of favour. In 
ibort, the fate of Trinidad, refpedting 
which he poflefled fo much information, 
and to the profperity of which he had 
in fo many refpedts contributed, was 
decided without his concurrence *.

In

* Thi§ cflimablp man found himfelf, as the re- 
yvard of his talents and labours, abandoned to all 
the anxieties caufed by a derangement of property, 
whenMaiflial de Cail ries, who had found an op- 

G 4 portunity
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In the month of November 1783, a 
royal mandate granted to the new colo- 
nifts .of Trinidad, a part only of the 
privileges he had judged neceffary; it. 
permitted them a free trade with the 
French of Europe and the Caribbees, 
but ftipulated that the commerce ihould 
be cained on m Spaniih veffels, and left 
but the fpace of three years to acquire 
foreign ones. It exempted from duties, 
during ten years, all merchandize from 
Spain, and for five years that from 
Fiance. It favoured the importation of 
cattle, with which the neighbouring 
continent abounds.

With iefpecl to the importation of 
negroes, which the colony wanted, it 
was permitted with reftridtions. In- 
ftead of requiring that all the colonifts 
who wiihed to fettle at Trinidad, ihould 
take negroes with them, it ftipulated 

portunity of becoming acquainted with his merit 
recompenfed him for .the injuftice and caprice of 
fortune, by nominating him commiiTary at Tobago.

that 
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that this iiland ihould ferve as a depo- 
fitory for all thofe which foreign nations 
ihould bring thither. Spain could not 
do without thefe to furnifh her colo
nies. At the expiration of the famous 
djjiento, which the Engliih had obtained 
at the peace of Utrecht, this charge was 
transferred to a company which had 
made Porto Rico the depofitory of all 
the negroes it bought at fecond-hand, 
whether from the Dutch at the Cape, or 
the Engliih at Jamaica. The contract 
of the company expiring in 1780, Spain 
determined to make her own purchafes 
of ilaves. With this view government 
had acquired from Portugal, by the 
treaty of peace in 1778, two fmall iilands 
near the coaft of Africa. But, befides 
their being infufficient for the purpofe 
intended, Spain ftill wants what is efpe- 
cially neceffary for the negro trade; 
ihe has neither veffels properly built for 
the purpofe, nor the merchandize moil 
fuitable to purchafe negroes ; ihe more
over Wants feamen acquainted with the 
particular diforders to which thefe 

wretched
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wretched ilaves are fubjeCt; and fur*  
geons, who underftands how they 
fhould be treated; and until ihe thus 
becomes upon an equality with the na
tions ufed to this commerce, ihe will be 
obliged to have recourfe to their ailif- 
tance. Thus, during the late war, at 
the m.oment when the privilege of the 
company to which the furnilhing of 
negroes was confided, was about to 
expire, Spain permitted all her coloniits 
to procure them from the Caribbee 
¡(lands belpijgipg to foreign powers. 
But this means proved infufficient. Con
traband commerce, with which the Spa- 
niih colonies are befet on all fides, to 
the detriment of the revenue but to thp 
advantage of the coloniits, fuppljed the 
greateft part. The Spaniih miniiter, 
until he ihall be able to take perma
nent meafures to procure negroes, has 
given to foreign merchants fome parti
cular permiifions to land them in the 
Spaniih American ports. We have al
ready feen what be eitabliihed in favour 
of Trinidad ; and at the fame tinqe an
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Irifhman obtained the privilege of tranf- 
porting four thoufand ilaves to that 
iiland, at a hundred and fifty piaitres a 
head. Still more lately the minifter has 
contracted with an Engliih commercial 
houfe, which has engaged to furnifh 
negroes to the Havannah at a hundred 
and ninety-five piaitres a head for thqfe 
of the belt kind.

Thefe fails, and feyeral others I have 
adduced, inconteilibly prove that Spain, 
far from being inattentive to her wants 
and thofe of the colonies, is vigilant in 
providing for them; and that the irre- 
folutenefs with which fuperficial per
lons may reproach the Spaniih govern
ment, is the inevitable refult of circum- 
ilances, and bears the marks of that 
laudable prudence which collects from 
every quarter the information neceflary 
previous to fixing upoq. an invariable 
plan.

But the mcafure adopted by govern
ment, which moft proves to what a de

gree
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gree its attention is engaged in diffuf- 
ing new life through every part of the 
monarchy, is the eftabliihment of the 
company of the Philippine iilands.

Thefe iilands, placed at the extremity 
of the world, relative to the mother 
country, and which, including the La- 
drone iilands, dependant upon them, 
form a more extenfive pofleffion than 
France, Spain and Italy, were not long 
fince entirely ufelefs to the Spaniih mo
narchy, to which they might be made 
more profitable than any of its colonies. 
Not only all the necefiaries of life are 
there found in abundance*,  but great 

quan-

* Beafls of burthen, domeftic animals, game and 
fiih abound in thefe iilands. They alfo produce great 
quantities of corn and rice ; the vegetable kingdom in 
particular is there richly ftored. This country, hi
therto almoft a maiden one with refpeft to botanical 
refearches, produced to M. Sonnerat fix thoufand 
plants unknown in Europe; a precious treafure 
with which that learned naturalift enriched our 
Continent. On his return to Madrid there hap
pened to him an odd circumftance, from which, 

how-.
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quantities of ihip-timber, woods proper 
for dying, feveral iron mines, and rivers 
navigable a long way up the country. 
Cotton, tobacco, indigo, and fugar thrive 
in that foil; fome gold is alfo found 
among the fand of certain rivers. The 
number of fubjedts who acknowledge the 
Spaniih dominion is upwards of a mil
lion, without including the wild natives 

however, ! muft beg the reader not to infer any 
thing againft the tafte of the Spaniards for the 
fciences. The produce of his refearches was con
tained in a great number of cafe«, which upon their 
being landed were to be fearched by the commiffioner 
of the cuftoms, that the proper duties might be paid 
upon their entry. The officer already fignifi- 
cantly fmiled at the profits which the bulky 
cargo would undoubtedly produce to the revenue. 
Before he confulted his tarif, he had the cafes opened, 
and was not a little furprized to find in them no
thing but dried infefts, animals fluffed with ftraw, 
and plants curioufly preferved in beds of mofs 
or cotton. The officer, in other refpefts an eftima- 
ble man, but undoubtedly no great lover of natural 
hiftory, and fomewhat mortified to find his tarif de
fective (for thefe kinds of merchandize were not 
taxed in it) exclaimed with an air of pity: Good 
God ! with what frange things thefe Frenchmen amufe 
themfelves !

who
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who live in the woods, and of which 
the enumeration would be almoft im- 
poifible. But initead of profiting by fo 
many advantages, Spain, finking, if I 
may fo fpeak, under the weight of her 
foreign poifeflions, refembles a great 
body with doaths badly proportioned to 
its gigantic ftature, and which will hot 
cover one part of it without leaving 
another naked»

Let not therefore the inability hor 
the indolence of Spain be accufed be- 
caufe the Philippines, its moil diftant 
colonyi, are abandoned to themfelves 
and reduced to be only one of the prin
cipal depofitories of the Indies. Con
vinced of the impoffibility of eftabliih- 
ing a regular and immediate commerce 
between them and the mother country, 
the kings who conquered them con
fined their efforts to beftowing on them 
a communication, by the port of Aca
pulco, with die weftern coaft of Mfexico. 
The famous Nao (Galleon) which every 
year makes the voyage from Manilla to

Aca-
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Acapulco, acrofs the South-Sea, is ge
nerally known. It was, for the molt 
part, by this route that Spain commu
nicated with the Philippines; a Com
munication without profit for her Euro
pean fubjeéls, and of which the prin
cipal advantage was reaped by the 
Chinefe, the Armenians and other na
tions who frequent the eaftern ocean«. 
Even the revenue derived no advantage 
from it; and the moderate produce of 
the duties was not fufficient to defray 
the expences incurred in their admini- 
ftration. The inhabitants of the Phi
lippines, without cultivation or in- 
duftry, had no other refource than the 
commiffions to which their fituation 
was favourable. Like Spain in Europe, 
the iiland of Luconia or Manilla, which 
is the principal of the Philippines, was 
only a channel through which the pi- 
aftres of Mexico pafied to the Indian na
tions ; fo that, notwithftanding the enor
mous fums of money which commerce 
has carried to theie iflands fince, the 

time 
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time of their conqueit, there remains in 
them but a very moderate quantity.

Their defence was as much negledted 
as their interior profperity. It may be 
recollected with what eafe they were 
taken in the war before the lalt, by the 
fame general Draper who commanded 
at Minorca under general Murray when 
that iiland was furrendered to the duke 
de Crillon. Spain has profited by the 
leifon. The prefent monarch has or
dered the port of Cavite or Cavina, at 
the bottom of which is fituated Manilla, 
the capital of the iiland of Luconia, and 
the refidence of the governor, to be 
fortified; and when the late war broke 
out, this important place was in a fitu- 
ation to brave the attacks of the very 
enemies to whom fixteen years before 
it had been fo eafy a prey.

This, however, was not fufficient. 
The minifter of the Indies endeavoured 
to excite the induftry of the inhabitants, 
who, notwithhanding their fupinenefs, 

from
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from which the appearance of gain only 
can awaken them, have the greateft ap
titude to manufactures, agriculture, na
vigation, and the building of ihips. 
Cotton manufactures were eftabliihed 
at Manilla, .and their productions have 
already proved, that if the inhabitants 
had until then been ufelefs colonifts, 
it was not from ignorance. At length, 
the minifter of the Indies, feconded by 
M. Cabarrus, whofe repeated fuccefles 
had gained him univerfal approbation, 
took advantage of the general fermen
tation which inclined the nation to ufe- 
ful objeCts, to adopt a direCt commerce 
from Spain to the Philippines.

Circumitances Were propitious. After 
various fluctuations, credit and confi
dence feemed to be eftabliihed ; the Spa
niards began to familiarife themfelves 
to hazardous fpeculations; perfons of 
property, become lefs timid, at length 
gave an employment to their capitals, 
which miitruit and an attachment to 
ancient forms had before prevented.
Vol.il h The
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The company of Caraccas was diffolved, 
and the proprietors, about to receive 
their capitals, naturally wilhed for a 
fpeedy opportunity of placing them out 
again.

The time was -favourable to the efta- 
bliihment of a new company, which 
undertaken under the moil happy 
aufpices, might infpire confidence and 
a defire of gain. The plan was difcufied 
and approved of, in July j 784, in a junto 
compofed of different members of admi- 
niftration, and at which the minifter of 
the Indies prefided. It was propofed to 
form a capital of eight millions of great 
piaftres, divided into thirty-two thou- 
fand ihares, each of two hundred and 
fifty piaftres, and to employ this capital 
in trading from Spain to the Philip
pines. The advantages which Spain 
would have over the other European 
ftates, in carrying immediately from 
Mexico to thefe iflands the piaftres 
which other nations could not convey 
thither but by a prodigious circuit, were 

enume- 
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enumerated. It was afferted that Spain, 
thus receiving from their fource the 
merchandizes of India fo much defired in. 
Europe, would receive them upon better 
terms, might furniih them to her colo
nies and European fubjedts, and open 
to them a market with other nations.

The plan approved of by the junto, 
received the fandtion of the king, and 
means were immediately fought to carry 
it into execution. The monarch and royal 
family gave the fame example as they 
had done when the bank was eftabliihed, 
and fubfcribed to the capital of the new 
company. To this were added, as we 
have formerly obferved, twenty-one mil
lions of reals, arifing from exceedings of 
the value of the ihares of the bank ; 
and that the ardour which feemed to be 
awakened might not be abated by delay, 
diredtors and other perfons were imme
diately named for the new eftabliihment, 
and the patent of its inftitution was pre
pared and publifhed.

H 2 It
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It ftated, that the veffels dèftjhed to 
this commerce ihould fail from Cadiz, 
double Cape Horn, put into the ports 
upon the coaft of Peru, and thence take 
piaftres fufficient to make their pur
chafes, crofs the South Sea to the Phi
lippines, and bring their returns imme
diately to Cadiz, taking their courfe by 
the Cape of Good Hope,

This precipitate zeal, which feemed to 
be a contraft to the fuppofed ilowriefs 
of the Spaniards, was feconded by a cir- 
cumftance which happened very oppor
tunely. The company of Gremios, of 
which we have feveral times fpoken, 
had already attempted to fend fome (hips 
to the Philippines ; and, notwithftand- 
ing they had not fucceeded, were pre
paring to make another experiment, 
when the plan of the new company 
was under confideration.

The Gremios were offered a part in the 
project, and had declined accepting the 
offer. They haftened the departure of 

the 
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the veffel which was preparing for Ma
nilla ; but the elements, more favoura
ble than their intentions to the minifter, 
foon oblio;ed it to return to Cadiz, after 
having received confiderable damage. To 
have repaired and refitted it would have 
been expenfive, and muft have required 
time. Government offered to purchafe 
the veffel and cargo, and the propofal 
was accepted. Thus was the firft expedi
tion undertaken by the Philippine com
pany, in the moment even of its efta- 
blilhment, which may ferve to give pro
per ideas upon the fubjedt.

It may eafily be imagined that opi
nions muft be different according to the 
various points of view under which the 
company has been confidered. I have 
heard the fubjedt difcuffed, by perfons 
of the beft information, on both fides of 
the queftion, and cannot but acknow
ledge that, as a ftranger, and wholly un- 
interefted, I thought I difcovered pre
judice and exaggeration as well in the 
company’s partifans as in its detradtors;

H 3 on
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on one fide enthufiafm, which is always 
to be fufpedted ; on the other the lan- 
guage of defamation, againft which it 
is equally neceflary to be guarded. I 
will briefly relate the ftrongeft objec
tions I have heard againft the Philip- 
pine company. They were made in a 
converfation, I had upon the fubjedf, 
with a well-informed Spaniih merchant, 
towards the end of the year 1785. I 
beg the reader to remember, that it is 
the merchant who fpeaks and not the 
author.

Could Spain, faid he, be allured of 
fix or feven years peace to lay the foun
dation of this inftitution, it might, per
haps, acquire a kind of temporary lbli- 
dity. But what anfwer will govern
ment make to the following queftions ?

How can Spain, which has, nearer 
home, colonies deftitute of population 
and induftry, think of making her moil 
diftant pofleflions flouriih ? Is not the 
idea of aftonifhing the world by a vaft 

and 

OF SPAIN. 103

arid brilliant project, the only motive 
for this preference ?

•
But what can be expected from the 

new company, after the little luccefs 
Which thofe of Seville, the Kavanah, 
and particularly that of Caracas have 
had, upon the ruins of wh'ch it' is 
founded *.  A like projedt was conceived 
in the reign of Philip V. The regnia
moli,- according to which the new com
merce Was to be profecutéd, was already 
prepared. The War which foón followed 
prevented its execution, and, at the re
turn of peace, the projedt was no more 
thought of. Can we expedt the Spa
niards of the prefent age to be more 
fortunate, more adtive, and more per
fevering.

* We have obferved, that the proprietors of 
fhares in the company of Caracas, had been invited 
to place that part of their capitals, in future tranl- 
ferable, in the flock of the new company. . i he 
one was, if I may fo fay, founded upon the other; 
and of the three directors named to thè new compa
ny, two had held the fame ftation in that of Caraca-

H 4 Befides
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Befides, to whom was the direction 
of this new company confided ? To the 
fame directors in whofe hands the com
pany of Caracas had juft been diflolved. 
They might have much information re
lative to the coafts of Newfoundland 5 
but in that kind of ftudy, certainly, had 
not acquired much knowledge of the 
navigation of the Indian ocean.

Other nations have chofen the moil 
enlightened perfons to direél their fpe- 
culations in diftant parts of the world, 
thofe who had a thorough local know
ledge, and were well acquainted with 
the refources and openings of their com
merce, and had at the fame time long 
eftaolilhgd and continued communica
tions with the particular country in 
queftion ; neverthelefs moft of their en
terprizes have had but precarious fuc- 
eefs; and Spain confides the direétion 
of hers to three projetftors, who have 
never paffed the Cape of Good Hope, 
and have no other knowledge of the 
Baft-Indies than what they have at>
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quired from imperfedt or fufpicious nar
ratives ! Her navigators are flow and 
little experienced, and yet fhe flatters 
herfelf that ihe fhall rival the Englifli, 
French, and Dutch!
VT. f ’ ’ ' , ' K - . .' • • ’ > r Hi' * 1 i r }

She has over them, fay they, the ad
vantage of an undifputed poffeflion. 
Thefe iflands are fituated commodioufly 
for a .highly profitable commerce, and 
Spain is able to fend thither her filver 
in piaftres, a commodity which exclu- 
fiyely belongs to her, and which is the 
principal article of this trade, on much 
lower terms than other nations.

This, undoubtedly, is the moft favour
able fide of the undertaking: but to 
how many objedlions is it ftill liable ?

The Philippines, in faft, inconteftibly 
belong to Spain. She is not indebted 
for them to the forbearance of the In
dians, to violence, or local circumftances 
which may hereafter change. Yet, how 
precarious is this poffeflion, notwith- 

ft an di ng 
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{landing all endeavours to render its 
principal port inacceflible, and to for
tify and garrifon Manilla the capital ?

Is it forgotten that thé ifland of Lu- 
conia is of confiderable extent ? In how 
many places may troops be landed, es
pecially if aided by the kings of neigh
bouring iflands, fome of whom, as 
thofe of Joloo and Mindanao, are not 
to be defpifed, and by the unfubdued 
inhabitants of the ifland of Luconia, 
who leave to the Spaniards the peace
able pofleffion of the coafts only, and 
upon the leait figrial would fall upon 
them from the tops of the mountains ? 
I know not, added the merchant, what 
may be the difpofitions of the powers 
to whom the undertaking may give um
brage ; but will not the Spaniih govern
ment deceive itfelf if it attributes their 
filence to inability or aflent? What 
would become of the company if their 
vigilance, excited by intereil, jealoufy, 
and pail experience, ihould create it em- 
barraflments ?

How 
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How eafy is it to injure at a great 
diftance, to conceal the hand which 
ftrikes, and to difavow that whence the 
blow immediately comes, when the 
mifchief is done and irreparable ? With
out being initiated in the myfteries of 
politics, I know one of thefe powers has 
pretended that the Spaniih flag was ex
cluded by treaty from the Indian ocean. 
I am alfo informed, that Spain has re
futed thefe pretentions with arguments 
drawn from natural reaion and political 
right, and that no reply was made to 
them. But is this filence to be taken 
for an avowal ? Can Spain be certain, 
that after having peaceably formed her 
eftabliihment, the fruits of it will not 
be fnatched from her in the moment 
when lhe ihall imagine ihe is about to- 
reap them ? More trifling caufes have*  
occafioned war, which may well be ex
pected to arife from this fatal fource, 
if the Coloflus, ihe is at prefent place- 
ing on its bafe, cannot be otherwife 
overturned. Will it be faid that ihe 
can prevent or brave the fword of her 

enemies
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enemies by maintaining fea and land 
forces in the Philippines ? But whence 
will fhe take them, without weakening 
herfelf in Europe, where certainly fhe 
poflefles nothing fuperfluous in her fleets 
and armies ? I forefee the anfwer; it 
will be alleged, ihe may embody na
tives of tne ifland. The iflands of Lu- 
conia abound in ihip-timber, iron, 
hemp, and tar; Spain will eftabliih 
dockyards there; that is, before there 
be in the ifland either induftry, culti
vation, or even a fufficient population, 
fhe will make it the center of a military 
eftablifhment ? Can it be fuppofed that 
other nations will fuffer the Spaniards 
peaceably to avail themfelves of all the 
refources which the Philippines offer 
for this purpofe, if even more ability 
in adminiftration, more activity in the 
feivants of government, and more (la
bility in the cabinet of Madrid ihould 
render the execution of fuch a projeCl 
more eafy?

I will
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I will go Hill farther, continued the 
merchant, who began to grow warm ; I 
will fuppofe all thefe difficulties and dan
gers furmounted, and all the objections I 
have hitherto made removed ; I will fup
pofe the Spaniards to have eftablilhed 
their Philippine company without obila- 
cle, and upon a national and firm bafis. 
Yet where will it make its purchafes ? 
where find a market for its returns ?

In the firft place, the courfe of com
merce is already eftabliihcd in the Afiatie 
feas. The fir fl: attempt of an unexperi
enced nation will not be fufficient to turn 
it afide ; this can be effected only by time 
and perfeverance. But will the fubfcri- 
bers, difgufted with the ill fuccefs of 
their firfl: attempts, be inclined to repeat 
them ? If Spaniards only are to be con
cerned in this undertaking, as govern
ment, by excluding foreigners, has de
clared, they will be defirous to enjoy, and 
inclined to miftruit. Once or twice de
ceived in their (peculations, they will 
abandon them. The property, of which 

they
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they are the holders, injured by difcou- 
ragement, will foon be reduced to little 
value; the company will decline, and 
where will it find the means of re-irnbur- 
fing the fubfcribers, whole capitals will 
in a great meafure be funk in vail and 
expenfive eftablifhments ? In vain will 
it open the port of Manilla to all the na
tions of India : if they go there they will 
carry with them, like the Moors and 
Americans, nothing but the refufe of 
merchandize deftined for the people of 
Europe. But will traders come from Ben
gal and Coromandel to offer to a nation, 
yet unknown to them, their productions; 
which already find a certain market, 
eftabliihed by length of time, with the 
Englilh, Dutch, French andPortuguefe ? 
Befides, would the Engliih, who reign def- 
poticallyover the manufactures and cul
tivation of India, fuffer this diverfion, 
which would create them a dangerous 
competition in the markets of Europe ?

I therefore fee no place but China to 
which the new company can carry on a 

direCt 
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direCt commerce by means of the vicinity 
of the Philippines, which are but two 
hundred leagues diftant from it. Butbe
fides that jealoufy would there occafion 
the fame obitacles; what commodities 
could it take from that empire ? Silks, 
it will be anfwered, tea and china-ware.

Silks? where will the company fell 
them again ? In the mother country ? A 
taite for this kind of luxury has not yet 
been introduced there, nor can it ever be 
except at the expence of the manufactures 
of Valencia, Talavera, Granada, Cor
dova, &c. which Spain eiteems it of fuch 
confequence to encourage. Will they be 
difpofed of in France, England, Holland, 
or in the North ? Thefe countries re
ceive them immediately from Afia, and 
meafures will certainly be taken to keep 
out thofe which ihall be brought by the 
Spaniards. Will they fend them to Italy ? 
All the powers of this part of Europe 
have either filk manufactories or fump- 
tuary laws. Spaniih America therefore 

' only remains to receive thefe iilks; and, 
will 
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will that be Sufficient to produce to the 
fubfcribers the great profits they expect ? 
Of this I cannot but doubt when I con
fidet the immenfe circuit the merchan
dize mull make before it arrives there. 
Charged with the expences of the voyage 
from Manilla to Cadiz, with thofe of 
that from Cadiz to Spaniih America, to 
which muft be added the damage ine- 
vitable in fo long a voyage, will they not 
have loft moil of the advantage of their 
primitive cheapnefs ? And what will the 
mother country gain by furnifhing the 
colonies in this manner ? She will be
come tributary to Afia inftead of Europe, 
and open a new channel by which her 
coin will be drawn off, whilft on the other 
hand, all her efforts tend to render the 
balance of her commerce lefs difadvan- 
tageous.

With refpeCt to tea, the ufe of it is 
almoft unknown in Spain, and the na
tions which confume that article will 
certainly double their vigilance to pre
vent the tea of the Spaniih Philippine 

company 
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company from being introduced among 
them.

China-ware can never become an im
portant article of commerce ; it is a bulky 
and brittle merchandize, which luxury 
only can defire, is of little efteem in 
Spain, and would find no market in any 
other country.

Laftly, though we iliould fuppofe in 
the management of the new company, 
that ability which can be the refult of ex
perience only, and that probity by which 
the Spaniards are characterized in Eu
rope, and which the ltrong temptation 
of the hope of impunity renders fo rare 
in their colonies ; in a word, though we 
fuppofe all poffible fuccefs, it may always 
be objected that the company cannot 
profper, except at the expence of the filk 
and cotton manufactures of the mother 
country. To feel the force of this ob
jection, itis only neceffary to be informed, 
that this feeble commerce, eftabliihed 
between Manilla and Acapulco, has al-

Vol. II. I ready
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ready been the objedt of frequent remon- 
ftrances from the Spaniih manufacturers, 
who have remarked that the arrival of 
the filks and cottons of Afia at Mexico, 
was very prejudicial to the fale of thofe 
articles produced in Spain, and brought 
by the periodical fleets ; on which ac
count, as foon as the patent for the 
eftabliihment of the new Philippine com
pany was published, the manufacturers 
of Catalonia addrefled the ftrongeft re
montrances to government againft its 
inftitution.

Thefe arguments of the merchant with 
whom I converfed, appeared to me fo 
forcible, that I was at a lofs to reply ; 
but I attributed this to my ignorance, 
and not to the weaknefs of the caufe I 
wifhcd to fupport. I afked him what, in 
his opinion, Spain ought to do with the 
Philippines? whether they ought al
ways to be left to languiih in indolence, 
without advantage to themfelves or the 
mother country ; and if it were not time 
for Spain to vindicate herfelf from the 

reproaches 
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reproaches of ignorance and indolence 
to which lhe had fo long been expofed ?

Even that would be better, replied the 
merchantj than to rifk, by endeavouring 
to derive new and romantic advantages 
from the iilands, exciting the jealoufy 
of thofe powers which forbear to difturb 
them at prefent on account of their inu
tility, and who would not have fuffered 
them to remain fo long in the poffeffion 
of a more active nation. It would alfo 
be more advantageous than to increafe 
and extend their commerce at the ex
pence of the manufactures of Spain, and 
at the rifk of difturbing the tranquility 
of Europe. But my aflertions are not fo 
oppofite to rcafon and policy as you feem 
to imagine.

I do not mean that Spain iliould con
tinue to abandon the Philippines en
tirely to themfelves. Let thofe kinds of 
agriculture and induftry, to which the 
foil and character of the inhabitants ren
der them proper, be encouraged, but

I 2 let 
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let thefe be entirely directed to the ad
vantage of the people of the ifland. You 
fay, their port is inacceffible in time of 
war. In that cafe, the chief talk of the 
mother country is performed. It would be 
fufficient that now, in time of peace, that 
port fhould be opened to all the Eaftern 
nations, and that the inhabitants ihould 
be permitted to make voyages from one 
part of India to another. This would 
fuffice for their profperity without en
dangering their fafety. By this means the 
reproaches you would with Spain to free 
herfelffrom will be without foundation, 
and the mother country will fignalize 
that virtue fo worthy of a great power, 
the gencrofity of rendering her fubjeCts 
happy, without expecting any other re
turn than that refulting from a volun
tary benefaction.

In fact, what reafon can a government 
which is fo fuccefsfully employed in mak
ing roads and canals to facilitate commu
nication through every part of the coun
try ; which inceifantly labours to encou

rage 
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rage agriculture and manufactures, to 
increafe population, to emancipate the 
inhabitants from their ancient prejudices, 
to render the navy refpeCtable, and to 
extend commerce to fo many other co
lonies which without the Philippines 
would fufficiently contribute to the riches 
and fplendor of Spain, be reproached 
with indolence and ignorance ? a govern
ment which, not fatisfied with the eftab- 
lifhment of a free trade with Spanifh 
America in general, has had the wifdom 
and courage to take particular meafures 
in favour of thofe parts of that America 
which, as Trinidad and Louifiana, had 
a more immediate claim to its attention ? 
Who that has a refpeCt for truth will 
henceforth dare to give fo odious and 
unjuft a dcfcription of this nation ? The 
only anfwer I can return to fuch declama
tions is, either the character of the Spa
niards has been improperly eftimated, 
or it is greatly changed. *

* The gloomy predictions of the Spanifh merchant 
have been contradicted in part by experience. Of 
three veflels fent out by the new company, one indeed

I 2 fuffered,
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This led me to a. difcuffion of the 
manners and character of the modern 
Spaniards, in which we agreed much 
better than on the fubjeft of the Philip
pine company. It confirmed me in the 
ideas I had conceived of them after a re
sidence of feveral years in the country, 

fufrered, from a want of ikill in thofe who had the care 
of it, coniidei able damages, which were repaired at the 
ifle of France ; but the two others arrived fafe at Cadiz 
towards the end of 1787. Their cargoes were received 
with the greateft eagernefs : their fales exceeded the 
price at which they were eftimated on their arrival 
from fifteen to fifty per Cent. It is however feared, 
that this fplendid beginning cannot be fupported. 
1 he high price was attributed to novelty, and the 
fcarcity or the commodities brought by the veflels. 
It is prefumed, that if a tafle for them were eflab- 
lilhed, lmugglmg would furnifh them at a cheaper 
rate; for the company, for want of having placed expe
rienced fupra cargoes in the veifels, made in this firft 
expedition very dear purchafes, and of a middling 
quality ; it is even thought, that in future, the com
pany muft renounce the article of tea, which amongthe 
Spaniards has arivaldifficult to fupplant. Befides, the 
confumption of chocolate cannot be diminifhed but 
to the detriment of feveral colonies, the property of 
which is Hill more interefting to Spain than that' of 
tile new company.

The
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The recapitulation I am about to offer to 
my readers, will inform them what is my 
own opinion.

I fhall begin by a few words concern
ing fuch eftimates of national charac
ter. They are portraits, which under 
a brilliant and ingenious pencil, have 
every merit except that of refemblance. 
It is not according to them that an 
idea can be formed of any modern people. 
For individuals to referable each other, 
they muft be under the influence of the 
fame climate, have the fame occupations, 
and profefs the fame religion. They 
muft alfo live under a well-eftabliihed 
form of government, and moft of them 
give to their ideas, fentiments and ex
terior habitude of body, a conftant and 
uniform turn. It is the concurrence 
only of all thefe particulars which can 
authorize us to apply to all the poitrait 
of an individual. A difference among 
them, in any one of thefe refpedts, is 
fufficient to give infinite variety to their 
moral and phyfical features. For this 

j reafon
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reafon it would be eafy to defcribe the 
ancient Scythians, or other paftoral na
tions,. the favages of Canada and barba
rians in general, who have but one Am
ple and uniform mode of worihip, few x 
laws, and little communication with 
other nations. The Greeks and Romans 
alfo in the happieft times of their repub
lics, almoft entirely devoted to the love 
of their country, liberty and fame, in
habiting a confined fpace, where the in
fluence of climate was in every pl^ce 
neai ly fimilai, and all taking a part more 
or lefs aétive in government, might be 
generally defcribed by the fame linea
ments. For which reafon, among mo
dern nations, the Engliili and Dutch 
would be found nearer this uniformity, 
the firft from that univerfal inquietude 
which fixes their attention upon govern
ment,. whofe operations are fubmitted to 
their infpedtion, and from that national 
pride which keeps their minds in conti
nual adivity, and which is not, as in 
other countries, confined to certain clafles 
offociety; and the latter becaufe, notwith- 

ftanding

(landing the various conftitutions of their 
feven provinces, they have all a point 
of union which attaches them to their 
country and liberty, by their portion of 
an authority infinitely fubdivided ; and, 
becaufe the nature of their foil, and their 
fituation with refpedl to other countries, *

* I find in the republick of Holland, a confirmation 
of this obfervation. Six of the provinces refemble 
each other in the nature of the foil, which obliges them 
to commerce, and reduces them to almoft a fingle kind 
of cultivation, and in their conftitution, which is dif
ferently compofedof arifto'cracy and democracy; while 
the province of Guelderland which has notoneconfi- 
derable harbour, is almoft without canals, of which the 
foil is more unequal and lefs fertile than that of the reft 
of the republick, and which has been long fince fafhi- 
oned to the yoke of a mailer, contains inhabitants 
which fenfibly differ from the fubjeftsof theotheruni- 
ted provinces. It is therefore upon Guelderland that 
theDefpot, who has juft reduced them to fubjeftion, 
has made the firft effay of his power ; and, whilft the 
other provinces glowed with the noble enthufiafm of 
liberty, its ftates, chiefly compofed of gentlemen de
voted by intereft to tyranny, fighed for his fuccefs. 
They were the firft to offer him afliftance, and gave the 
warmeft reception to thofe who came to affure them of 
his triumph. After this, let the portrait of areal 
Dutchman be applied to an inhabitant of Guelderland 1

prefcribe
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prefcribes them all nearly the fame tafte 
and employments. But who can flatter 
himfelf with the idea of giving a good 
portrait of the German, Italian, and 
French nations? What a difference be
tween the climates, productions, em
ployments, laws and language of one 
province and thofe of another ! Who 
would apply to an inhabitant of Weft- 
phalia the defcription of a Saxon or an 
Auitrian ; that of a Neapolitan to a Ve
netian ; or that of a Fleming to an in- 
habitant of Languedoc ?

The Spaniards are in the fame fitu- 
ation as thefe three nations. There 
are in the inhabitants of their chief 
provinces fuch ftriking differences of 
climate, manners, language, habits, 
character, and even exterior form, that 
the portait of a Galician would more re
ferable a native of Auvergne than a Ca
talonian, and that of an Andalufian a 
Gafcon more than a Caftilian. If the 
Spaniards have ever had charaCteriflic 
marks, applicable to all the inhabitants 

of 
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of their Peninfula, it was when the 
Arabians, by eitablifhing themfelves in 
the nation, had ftamped it with a par
ticular impreffion, and not with handing 
the different caufes which feparated 
them from it, had communicated to it 
a part of their manners, ideas, tafte 
for the arts and fciences, and of every 
thing of which the traces are (till found 
in the provinces where they moftly re- 
fided; it was when the high idea they 
had of their nation, and which was 
juftified by circumftances, appeared in 
their perfons, and gave them all a re- 
femblance to the defcription ill given 
of them; by reprefenting them all 
grave, auftere,, generous, and breath
ing nothing but war and adventures. It 
was, in fine, when in their general af- 
femblies, which they called Cortes, all 
took a part, more or lefs aCtive, in go
vernment, directing or watching its 
operations, and when they felt more 
ftrongly than at prefent, that patrio- 
tifm which aCts fo powerfully upon the 
opinions, affections and manners of thofe 

whom
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whom it animates. But thefe three 
caufes of uniformity in national cha
racter have almoft entirely difappeared, 
and left the Spaniards more immediately 
to the influence of the climate, and the 
laws and productions of their different 
provinces; fo that to defcribe them in 
their prefent ftate, they muff: be divided 
into Caftilians, Catalonians, Arragoni- 
ans, Navarrians, Andalufians, and Aftu- 
rians, and to each of thefe people mull 
be afligned a particular portrait; a dif
ficult and difagreeable talk, which could 
never be compleated without almoit 
continually placing the exception by 
the fide of the rule ; in which it would 
be fcarcely poflible to be exaCt without 
defcending to minutenefs, to be juft 
without being fevere, or a eulogift with
out appearing to flatter.

However, this revolution has not been 
io compleat as not to leave many fea
tures, by which the whole Spaniih na
tion may ftill be known. A part of its 
manneis have fui'vived the event by 

which
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which they were changed. The influ
ence of the climate has been modified, 
but not deftroyed ; in many refpeCts the 
provinces have the fame form of go
vernment. The court of a monarch 
almoft abfolute, is ftill the center of all 
views and affections. All the modern. 
Spaniards profefs the fame religion. In 
literature they have ftill the fame tafte, 
and copy the fame models. In many 
refpeCts they have preferved fome re- 
femblance to their anceftors, and this 
is what I ihall endeavour to point out.

When Spain difcovered and con
quered the New World, not contented 
to reign over a great part of Europe, 
ihe agitated and convulfed the other 
either by intrigue or military enterprizes. 
At this period the Spaniards were intox
icated with that national pride which 
appeared in the exterior of their per- 
fons n their geftures, language and 
w f As there was then fome rea-
f ei., it gave them an air of

' ?-h was at leaft pardoned
by

1
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by thofe whom it infpired not with 
refpect. But by a concurrence of un- 
fortunate circumftances this fplendouf 
has been echpfed, and the aifuming man
ners it exGufed have furvived it.

The Spaniard of the fixteenth cen
tury has difappeared, but his maik re
mains. Hence tthat exterior fiercenefs 
and gravity by which he is at prefent 
diftinguiihed, and which have frequently 
recalled to my recolledlion two lines 
of one of our poets on the fubje& of 
Original fin, notwithftanding the con- 
fequenc.es of which the fublime fta- 
tion man was intended to fill is hill 
cafy to be known.

C’eft du haut de fon troné un roí precipité, 
Qui garde fur fon front un trait de majefté *.

The modern Spaniard ítill preferves 
in his air and gefture the marks of his 
ancient greatnefs. Whether he fpeaks 

* He is a king precipitated from his throne, who 
flill preferves in his air fome traces of majeily.

or
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or writes, his expreffions have an exag
gerated turn which approaches bombaft. 
The Spaniards will pardon me for treat
ing them in this point with a little fe- 
verity. To enable them to fupport it, 
let them recolledt that each nation has 
its defeats as well as good qualities; and 
that thefe are fo joined, that defeats are 
fometimes the confeq uence or excefs of 
good qualities, in the fame manner as 
good qualities are an excufe for, and 
frequently the confequences of defeats.

I therefore fhall not fcruple to repeat 
that the Spaniard has an exalted idea of 
his nation and of himfelf, and expreffes 
it without the leaft difguife of art. His 
vanity is not nouriihed by thofe plea- 
fant exaggerations which provoke laugh
ter rather than anger, and which cha- 
radterife the inhabitants of one of the 
provinces of France. When he boafts 
it is gravely, with all the pomp of his 
language. In a word, the Spaniard, as 
a man of wit once faid to me, is a Gafcon 
‘who has put on the bufkin.

I am

fequenc.es
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I am neverthelefs much difpofed to 
believe that the genius of the language 
may alfo be one reafon for this pompous 

• ftyle. The Spaniards have not only- 
adopted many words and expreffions 
from the Arabic, but their language is 
impregnated, as it were, with the oriental 
fpirit which the Arabians naturalized 
in Spain. This is found in all the pro
ductions of Spanifh imagination, in 
works of piety, in comedies and novels. 
It is, perhaps, one of the caufes of the 
flow progrefs of found philofophy, be- 
caufe carrying every thing beyond the 
truth, accumulating images round the 
moil iimple ideas, and favouring what
ever borders upon the wonderful, the 
fandtuary of truth is furrounded with 
illufion and rendered inacceffible. The 
Spaniard is fo prolific, fo diforder- 
ed in his conceptions, that to fay a 
man conceives brilliant chimeras, or that 
he receives them as realities, cuftom has 
introduced the proverb, Il fait des cha
teaux en Efpagne, he builds cattles in 
Spain, an expreffion, for the etymology

129 
of which, I think, it would be fuper- 
fluous to feek elfewhere.

But the. haughtinefs of the Spaniard, 
which would be noble were it more 
moderated, and his gravity which al
ways awes, and fometimes repels, are 
compenfated by very eftimable qualities, 
or are rather the fource of thofe qua
lities. Individual pride, like that of a 
nation, elevates the mind and guards it 
againft meannefs; and fuch is the effeCt 
of Spanitti haughtinefs. In Spain there 
are vices and crimes as in other coun
tries; but in general they bear this na
tional characteriftic. It is obfervable in 
the moft obfcure daffies, in dungeons, 
and even under rags and mifery. It 
compenfates, to a certain degree, the 
genius of a language naturally diffufe, 
in which the ear feems to be gratified 
by an accumulation of fonorous words, 
and wherein multiplied expreffions are 
frequently miftaken for an abundance 
of ideas. Haughtinefs is commonly pre- 
cife; it difdains detail and loves enig- 

• Vol. II. K matical
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matical expreffions becaufe they are con- 
cife, and leave room to think, and fome- 
times to conjeture. Hence is it that 
the fame Spaniards who, when their 
imagination is in the lead: warmed, dis
play all the luxury of their language, 
are laconic when their mind is calm. 
Of this I might give a hundred exam
ples, but I lhall mention one only. I 
had occafion to fpeak to a Spaniard of 
the loweft clafs, and found him gravely 
carefling a little child. I aiked him if 
he were the father? A Frenchman of 
the fame rank would have modeitly an- 
fwered, Yes, Sir; or, at leaft, I believe 
fo; and would have faid much more oft 
the fubject than I ihould have wilhed 
to hear. The Caftiha-n, without dif- 
turbing himfelf, or even receiving my 
queftion with a fmile, anfwered me 
coldly : “ he was born in my houfe,” 
after which he immediately turned the 
difcourfc to fome other fubject.

This gravity, almoft become prover
bial, is however far from what it is

gene-
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generally fuppofed to be ; in fact it ex
cludes in the Spaniards what we call 
affability. They do not anticipate, but 
wait for you. But this auftere covering 
frequently conceals a good and benevo
lent mind, which will become manifeft on 
the leaft examination. Strangers to the 
vain hypocrify of French politenefs, the 

, Spaniards are fparing in profeflions. 
Their fmile of benevolence is not the 
matk of duplicity, and their heart com
monly opens with their features. How 
often have I been repulfed by the ex
terior of a Spaniard, and remained a 
long time without being able to ap
proach him, or to conquer my repugnance, 
which was all that was neceffary, to 
find in him a complaifance not affected 
but real; an obliging manner, not that 
which promifes but that which grants ’. 
The Spaniards are, perhaps, in want of 
that urbanity which is bellowed by what 
we call a refined education, but which 
too frequently ferves as a covering to 
falfehoodand contempt. Theyfupply this 
by that unaffedied franknefs and good

ly. 2 nature
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nature, which announces and infpires 
confidence.

The great among them have no dig
nity, if we mean that which is circum- 
fpeX in its affability, for fear of provok
ing familiarity, and which cares but 
little whether or not it be loved, pro
vided it be but refpeXed. Without for
getting who they are, they mark not 
in a mortifying manner the diftinXion 
of claffes, and do not difdain to form 
connexions among thofe beneath their 
own. They have no longer among them 
a Duke of Alba, a Don Louis de Haro, 
and a Penaranda, whofe characters dif- 
played in the face of Europe, have 
undoubtedly contributed to propagate 
the idea Rill entertained of the impe
rious haughtinefs of the Spaniih nobi
lity of the firft rank. If fome have ftill 
preferved the traces of it, in them it is 
coolnefs, timidity, and embarraffment; 
or at leaft, if I may ufe the exprefiion, 
their point of contaX with the reft: of 
the nation.

W«
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We muff not forget likewife, that 
this exterior gravity conceals in perfons 
of every clafs a cheerfulnefs, which to 
difcover itfelf only needs to be excited. 
To prove this, I fhall not have recouii® 
to the Spaniih theatres, where buffoon
eries are fo well received; this would 
rather be an argument againft my affer- 
tion, becaufe it has been remarked, 
that the theatres of gay nations aie 
more ferious than thofe of grave ones, 
as if the mind were principally delighted 
with thofe emotions which are molt 
oppofite to its habitual ftate.

But to enable the reader to judge 
whether or not the Spaniards have the 
vivacity I have attributed to them, I 
will conduX him to circles where they 
are at their eafe; to their repafts, even 
before the vapours of the food and 
wine have fermented in their brain; I 
will introduce him to their converlations 
which abound in fprightlinefs, plea- 
fantries and equivoques, all the legiti
mate or illegitimate offspring of viva- 

Kj city;
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city ; and will there aik him, if this be 
not more open and better fupported than 
in Fiench focieties, circles or petit-Paupers, 
Undoubtedly he will fay, that this vi
vacity is too noify, that it is vulgar. 
But contemptible is that delicacy which 
condemns men to tirefome infipidity. 
Let this cheerfulnefs however, be con
demned or not, by the caprice of falhion, 
it does not the lefs exift becaufe our pre
judices have taken a contrary turn.

Similar obfervations may be made on 
other defeats with which the Spaniards 
are continually reproached. If I have 
not quite abfolved them from their idle- 
nefs, I have taken the liberty to aflert, 
that it was the confequence of traniient 
circumftances, and will difappear with 
them. In fail, when we witnefs the 
activity which appears upon the coaft of 
Catalonia, throughout the whole king
dom of Valencia, in the mountains of 
•Bifcay, and in all places were induftry is 
encouraged, and commodities have an 
f gfy an4 certain fal? ; when on the other 
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hand, we obferve the laborious life of 
the muletiers and caleffieros, who cou- 
rageouily conduit their mules and cai- 
riages throughout the whole country by 
the moil dangerous roads; the huiband- 
men who, in the plains of La Mancha 
and Andalufia, harden themfelves to 
the labours of the fields, which the na
ture of the foil, the diftance of their ha
bitations, and the heat of the moil binn
ing climate in Europe, render more pain
ful than in other countries; when we 
confider the number of Galicians and 
Afturians who, like our Auvergnians 
and Limoufins, feek at a diftance the 
(low and painful means of fubfiftence ; 
when we perceive that the idlenefs with, 
which the Spaniards are fo much re
proached, is circumfcribed within the 
boundaries of the two Caftiles, that is, 
the part of Spain the moil unprovided 
with roads, canals, and navigable rivers ; 
it is but juft, to conclude that this vice 
is not an indelible ftain in the charactei 
of the Spaniih nation; that it is only the 
refult of the tranfient nature of things;

K 4 and’
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and that a government active and en
lightened like the prefent, will find means 
intirely to eradicate it.

There is another defect which has 
much affinity to idlenefs, at leaft it ma- 
nifefts itfelf by much the fame fymptoms; 
which is ilownefs; and from this it 
would be more difficult to exculpate the 
Spaniards. It muft be allowed, that know
ledge penetrates but flowly into Spain. 
In political meafures, war, and all the 
operations of government; nay, even in 
the common occurences of life, when 
other nations ad, they ftill deliberate. 
Miftruftful and circumfpeCt, they fail in 
as many arraii s by ilownefs, as others by 
precipitation. This is the more extraordi
nary, as their lively imagination lhould 
feem of a nature to be irritated by delay. 
Butin nations, as in individuals, there is 
not a Angle quality which is not frequently 
modified by a contrary one, and in the 
ftiuggle, the triumph is always on the 
fide to which the mind is moft forcibly 
difpofed by the circumftance of the mo

ment. 
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ment. The Spaniard, naturally cold and 
deliberate when nothing extraordinary 
moves him, is inflamed to enthufiafm, 
when his haughtinefs, refentment, or 
any of the paffions which compofe his 
character, are awakened either by infult 
or oppofition. Hence it is, that the Spa- 
nilh nation, apparently the moft grave, 
cold, and flow in Europe, fometimes be
comes one of the moft violent when cir- 
cumftances deprive it of its habitual calm 
and deliver it up to the empire of the 
imagination. The moft dangerous ani
mals are not thofe which are in the moft 
continued agitation. The afpeCt of the 
lion is grave as his pace; his motions 
are not without an objeCt; his roar
ings not in vain. As long as his in
action is undifturbed, he loves peace and 
filence, but if he be provoked, he iliakes 
his mane; fire fparkles in his eyes; he 
roars tremendoufly, and the king of ani
mals appears.

It is this combination of ilownefs and vio
lence which perhaps conftitutes the moft 

formidable
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formidable courage; and fuch feems to 
me to be that of the Spaniards. The 
■caufes which retained them in continual 
inacftivity have difappeared. The vici
nity of the Moors, which was not the 
leaft of them, has long loft its effecft ; 
as well as the united motives of hatred, 
jealoufy and fanaticifm which increafed 
its intenfity. The wars of the laft cen
tury, and that of the Spanilh fucceffion, 
were not fufficient to keep it up to the 
height at which it then was. Spanilh 
courage therefore, may feem abated ; but 
it is capable of being rouzed, and is eafily 
excited upon the leaft fignal. The re
volution in this refpeft is not fenfible, 
except in circumftances in which courage 
is ufelefs, or fometjmes prejudicial, and 
rather the vice of a ferocious people, than 
the virtue of a poliihed nation, The 
name alone of infidelg excited fury, but 
the age of the Pizarros and Almagros is 
forgotten, happily for Spain and huma
nity. The colonifts of Spanilh America, 
and the natives ihe has ftill preferved,

no 
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no longer tremble under the yoke of the 
mother country.

If religious intolerance exifts in Spain, 
it is only in declamation, and the zeal of 
perfecution is coniiderably abated. The 
Spaniards begin to think that religion 
may permit policy to treat as ufeful 
neighbours, thofe whom they had only 
viewed as irreconcileable enemies. In 
Spain, as well as in other nations, the 
progrefs of knowledge and philofophy, 
though it may have been flow, has fen- 
fibly foftened the manners. The traces 
of ancient barbarity fucceflively difap- 
pear. Aflaflinations were formerly com
mon in Spain. Every man of refpeftabi- 
hty, and every one who held a public 
employment had his ailaflins at com
mand ; which were hired in the kingdom 
of Valencia, as it is pretended witnefies 
are in fome of the French provinces, 
This dreadful cuftom was in fome mea- 
furethe confequence of the weapons their 
in ufe. One of thefe was a fpecies of 
triangular poniard which, concealed un

I
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der the cloak, was drawn forth to take 
vengeance in the firft moment of refent- 
ment. A ftroke from it was much more 
dangerous than one from a fword, the ufe 
of which cannot be fecret, and requires 
fome dexterity;; and it was more to be 
feared than the common poniard known 
by the name of rejon. The ufe of thefe 
perfidious weapons is not yet entirely 
abolifhed, and furniihes a ground for 
the accufations with which foreigners 
continue to vilify the Spaniards. It is 
feldom that the manners of a people are 
corrected by violent and precipitate 
means. A minifter of the prefent reign 
has made the fad experiment. The long 
cloaks and round hats pulled over the 
face favoured diforders, and particularly 
thofe which endangered the fafety of the 
citizens. He wiihed to ufe coercive means, 
and even open force, to prevent their be
ing worn for the future in the capital. 
The people mutinied, and the minifter 
was facrificed; the manner of drefs fo 
fuddenly attacked, was in part continued 
after his difgrace ; but milder and more 

flow
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flow meafures, the example of the court, 
and thofe about it, added to the acti
vity of a vigilant police, have confide- 
rably contributed to correCt the evil. 
The fpecies of maik, under the name 
of a hat, which encouraged infolence 
by infuring impunity, is totally laid 
afide; and the cloak, very convenient 
for thofe who know how to wear it, 
now favours nothing but idlenefs. 
A' , > i . ’ '

The ufe of the fatal poniard ftill exifts 
in fome parts of Spain, efpecially in 
the fouthern provinces, but it is wholly 
confined to the loweft rank. Some bra- 
voes make it a bug-bear to the weak, 
and with the violent and paflionate it 
is the inftrument of immediate ven
geance. The ecclefiaftics have made it 
a part of their million of peace and 
charity to difarm their parilhioners. 
The archbiihop of Granada, in particu- 
lar, has with this view fuccefsfully em
ployed his arguments from the pulpit. 
Poniards and aflailinations are, however, 
ftill common in Andalufia; where the
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powerful influence of climate yet is 
manifeft, when not counter-balanced 
by inoral agency. During the fummer, 
a certain eafterly wind caufes in that 
province a kind of phrenzy, which 
renders thefe excefies more common then, 
than at any other feafon of the year.

But let the natural face of Spain be 
renewed ; let roads and canals crofs the 
diftricts hitherto almoft inaceeffible ; let 
a more eafy communication render the 
vigilance of the agents of government 
more adtive and certain ; let an increafe- 
iiig population expofe to the public eye, 
and to public puniihment, the villains 
who reign but in folitude, like wild hearts 
in a defart; let the progrefs of agricul
ture, induftry, and commerce give em
ployment to mifchievous idlenefs ; in a 
word, let the prefent plan of govern
ment be executed, and it will foon ap
pear, in this refpect as in others, -that 
the influence of climate will yield to 
fuch powerful caufes. The revolution 
in manners, within the laft half cen

tury.
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tury, evinces the truth of this predic
tion. It was not until the prefent cen
tury that two barbarous cuftoms were 
by degrees aboliihed, which ought long 
before to have been profcribed by reafon 
and humanity. I mean the Rondalla and 
the Pedreades. The former of thefe is a 
kind of defiance which two bands of 
muficians give to each other. Without 
any other motive than that of giving a 
proof of bravery, they meet with fwords 
and fire-arms, fire at each other, and 
then clofe with fwords. Will it be be
lieved that this cuftom ftill exifts in 
Navarre and Arragon ? That of th« 
Pedreades has but lately been difufed, 
This was alfo a kind of combat between 
two companies, armed with flings, wh© 
attacked each other with ftones.

Such manners are equally fhameful to 
thofe who retain them and the govern
ment by which they are tolerated. How
ever, as there is fcarcely any vicious cuf
tom which has not its reafons as well as 
apparent advantages, there are certain 

per-
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perfons who are difpleafed thefe inftitu- 
tions'lhould be aboliihed, alledging that 
though they cannot be denied to be 
proofs of ferocity, they are equally fo 
of courage, which they contribute to 
maintain among the people. Nothing 
but pity remains for thofe who iliew 
by fuch arguments that reafon, in 
their opinion, is incompatible with 
true courage, the only one which the 
glory and fafety of nations require; 
as if in any war the arms of barba
rians had ever been known to com
bat with advantage againft disciplined 
troops; or the ferocity of wild difordei 
to infure fuccefs in military operations. 
The abettors of fuch paradoxes undoubt
edly regret the revolution, which it is 
faid the work of Cervantes has operated 
in the manners of Spain, by throwing 
an indelible ridicule on thofe adventu
rers who, neglecting the duties of their 
ftation, and the care of their families 
create themfelves dangers to enjoy the 
vain glory of braving them; who offer 
the aid of their reftlefs valour to thofe 

who 
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who aik it not, and whofe importunate 
fervices are at leaft ufelefs in countries 
where charity watches to affift the 
wretched, and where the weak are pro
tected by a •well regulated police.

The bull-fights are what principally 
feem to be fome remains of barbarifm 
in the manners of the Spaniards, but 
at the fame time they are more fufcep- 
tible of apology. Thefe combats, to 
which the Spaniih nation has the 
ftrongeit attachment, though highly 
repugnant to the delicacy of the reft of 
Europe, are confidered by many Spa
niards as one means of preferving, in 
their nation, the energy by which it is 
charafterifed; from the habit of excit- 
lng violent emotions, which are dif- 
agreeable to none but weak minds.- 
Eor my part, though I with to re
aped a tafte which I confefs is by no 
Cleans in unifon with my own, I have 
never been able to comprehend what 
relation there is to ftrength and cou
rage, in a fpeCtacle where thofe prefent

Vol. II. L are
*
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are expfofed to no danger, in which the 
actors prove by the rarity of accidents*,  
that the hazard they run is (not of a 
nature to excite much concern, and in 
which the wretched viélims that aré 
iacrificed have nothing to expedí but a 
certain and painful death, as a reward 
for their courage and vigour. Another 
proof that this fpedtacle has no influ
ence upon the mind is, that I have feen 
among the fpe&ators, children, young 
women, the aged of both fexes, men 
of every age, clafs, and character, in whom 
the habit of frequenting thefe bloody en
tertainments corredled not their weaknefs 
Qr timidity, or changed the foftnefs of

» Whatever may be faid to the contrary, they are 
very rare. The cavaliers who are thrown fometimes 
jecerve contufions, but during almoft four years 
that I was prefent at bull-fights, I knew but one 
Arreador who died of his wounds. A prieft, how
ever provided with the viaticum and holy oils, is 
Conftantly prefent in a kind of latticed box, where 
he rs not feen by. the fpeftators ; a precaution which, 
notwithftandmg its inutility, has been preferved, 
hke many other human inftitutions, merely by the 
•force of cullom.

their

1
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View of aíRANJUEz, 
from the Tagus •

their manners. Thefediverfions are very 
expenfive, but very profitable to the 
undertakers. The price of the loweft 
places is two, or four reals, according as 
they are expofed to the fun or in the 
ihade. The higheft price is a great pi- 
aftre. After the value of the horfes 
and bulls, and the falary of the ïorrè- 
adores have been dedüéted from the 
money received, the remainder is com
monly dedicated to pious ufes: at Ma
drid it forms the principal funds for 
the fupport of the hofpital.

Bull-fights are moftly given in fum- 
mer, becaufe in this feafon fpedtators 
may remain in the open air, and the 
animals are more vigorous. ■ Privileged 
breeds are condemned to this fpecies of 
facrifice. As foon as the bull appears 
in the circle, all the connoiffeuts name 
the breed he is of. There are twenty 
benches round the circle, and that only 
which is moft elevated is covered. The 
boxes are in the upper part of the edi
fice/ In fome cities, as in Valladolid, 

L 2 where
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where there is no particular place fet 
apart for the combat, the principal fquare 
is converted into a theatre for the pur- 
pofe. The balconies of the different 
nories are continued acrofs the ends of 
the ftreets which there terminate : the 
fight of the people of every clafs aifem- 
bled round the fquare, expe&ing the 
fignal for battle, and exhibiting in their 
countenances every fign of joy and im
patience, has in it fomething in ter e fl
ing if not pleafing.

The exhibition begins by a kind of pro- 
ceffion round the fquare,. in which the 
champions, as well on foot as on horfe- 
back, who are to attack the fierce ani
mal, make their appearance ; after thefe 
come two alguazils on horfeback, grave
ly advancing, in wigs and black robes, 
who go to the prefident of the combat 
(the governor or the corregidor) for an 
order to begin. The fignal is immedi
ately given. The animal, until then 
ihut up in a kind of cabin, the door of 
which opens into the circle, makes his

ap- 
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appearance. The agents of Themis, 
who have no quarrel with him, pru
dently haften their retreat, and their 
fear, but ill feconded by their horfes, 
is the prelude to the cruel pleafure 
which the fpedfators are about to enjoy.

The bull is received and ftunned with 
their cries and noify expreflions of joy. 
He has firft to combat with the horfe- 
men (Picadores) who, cloathed after the 
ancient manner of the Spaniards, and 
as it were fattened down upon their fad- 
dles, wait. for him armed with long 
lances. This exercife, which requires 
addrefs, ftrength and courage, has no
thing in it degrading. Formerly the 
greateft among the nobility difdained 
not to take a part in it; at prefent, even 
fome hidalgos folicit the honor of com- 
bating on horfeback, and upon occa- 
fion are previoufly prefented to the peo
ple under the aufpices of a patron, who 
is commonly one of the principal per- 
fons of the court.

L 3 The
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The Picadores, whoever they may be, 
open the fcene. The bull, without beT 
ing provoked, frequently attacks them, 
from which circumftance, when it hap
pens, all the fpedators conceive a great 
opinion of his courage. If, notwith
standing the pointed Reel which repels 
his attack, he again returns to the charge, 
the cries are redoubled, pleafure then 
becomes enthufiafm: but if the animal 
be pacific, difconcerted, and cowardly 
runs round the circle, .avoiding his per- 
fecutors, murmurs and hidings refound 
throughout the theatre. All thofe 
within whofe reach he pafles, load him 
with blows and execrations, It feems as 
if he were a common enemy who has a 
great crime to expiate, or a victim whofe 
facrifice is of cpnfequence to all the 
people. If nothing canroufe his courage, 
he is judged unworthy of being tor
mented by men, and the repeated cries of 
ffrros, /erros, bring on him new enemies.

Great dogs are then let loofe upon 
Jiim, who feize him by the neck and

ears» 
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ears. The animal now finds the ufe of 
his natural weapons. T he dogs thrown 
into the air, fall ftunned, and fometimes 
lacerated, upon the ground; they rife 
again, renew the combat, and commonly 
end by ¿verthrowing their adverfary, 
who then peri'ihes ignobly. On the 
contrary, if he has prefented himfelf 
with a ¿food grace, his career is more 
glorious, but longer and more painful. 
The firft act of the tragedy belongs to 
the combatants on horfeback; this is 
the molt animated but the molt bloody 
and difgufting part of the whole. The 
irritated animal braves the Reel which 
makes deep wounds in his neck, falls 
furiouily upon the innocent horfe who 
carries his enemy, gores his fides and 
overturns him with his rider.

In this cafe, the latter upon the 
ground and difarmed, is in imminent 
danger, until the combatants on foot, 
called Chulos, come to his afiiRance, and 
provoke the animal by fliaking before 
him Ruffs of different colours.

L 4 But
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But it is not without danger to them- 
felves that they fave the difmounted 
horfeman. The bull fometimes purfues 
them, and they then have need of their 
utmoft agility. They frequently efcape 
him by letting fall the fluff which is their 
only weapon, and upon which the fury of 
the deceived animal is exhaufted. But it 
fometimes happens that he is not thus to 
be impofed upon, and the champion has 
no other refource than leaping over the 
barrier fix feet high, which forms the 
interior of the circle. In feme places 
there are two barriers, and the interme
diate fpace forms a kind of circular gal
lery, behind which the purfued torre- 
ador is in fafety. But when the barrier 
is fingle, the bull makes efetfr to"leap 
it, which he fometimes accompliihes. 
The alarm of the neareft fpedlators may 
eafily be imagined; their precipitation 
m retiring, and crowding upon the 
tipper benches, becomes more fatal to 
them than the fury of the animal, which 
{tumbling at each ftep upon the narrow 
and uneven fpace,. rather thinks of fa- 

- ' ving 

ving himfelf than fatisfying his ven
geance ; and beiides, foon falls under 
the blows that are haitily and repeatedly 
given him.

Except in thefe cafes, which are rare, 
he returns to the charge. His dif
mounted adverfary having had time to 
recover himfelf, immediately mounts his 
horfe again, provided the latter be not 
too much wounded, and the attack is 
renewed; but the cavalier is frequently 
obliged to change his horfe. I have 
feen feven and eight horfes gored, or 
their bowels torn out, by the fame bull, 
fall dead upon the field of battle. No 
words can then fufficiently celebrate thefe 
a£ls of prowcfs, which for feveral days 
become the favourite fubjedts of con- 
verfation. The horfes, aftoniihing ex
amples of patience, courage and docility, 
prefent, before they die, a fight at which 
I fhall willingly permit my gay country
men to fhudder, They tread under their 
feet their bloody entrails which fall from 
their lacerated fides, and for fometime



i$4 THE PRESENT STATE 
obey the hand which leads them on ta 
new torments. Difguft then feizes fuch 
of the fpe&ators as poffefs any lenfibility 
and embitters their pl eafure.

But a new act foon reconciles them to 
the diverfion. When it is judged that 
the bull has been fufficiently tormented 
by the combatants on horfeback, thefe 
withdraw, and leave him to the champi
ons on foot, called banderilleros; who 
meet the animal, and the moment he 
attacks them, flick into his neck, two 
by two, a kind of arrow, called a bande*  
rilla, terminated like a filh-hook, and 
ornamented with little flreamers of flam
ed paper. The fury of the bull is re
doubled ; he roars, and his vain efforts 
render more acute the dart which has 
been lodged in him. This laft torment 
gives a fine opportunity for a difplay of 
the agility of his new adverfaries, The 
fpediators at firft tremble for their fafety 
when they fee them brave the terrible 
horns of the animal; but their ikilful 
hands give the blow fo furely, and they
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efcape fo nimbly from the danger, that 
after a few times they are neither pitied, 
nor admired; and their addrefs appears 
nothing more than a trifling epifode in 
the tragedy of which the cataftrophe is 
as follows.

When the vigour of the bull appears 
almoft exhaufled, and liis blood, flowing 
from twenty wounds, and pouring from 
his neck, moiftens his robuft fides, the 
fury of the people, thus fatiated upon him, 
tails for another viftim; the prefident 
then gives the fignal for his death, which 
is announced by the found of drums 
and trumpets. The Matador advances 
and is feen alone in the circle; in one 
hand he holds a long knife, in the other 
a kind of flag which he waves before his 
adverfary. Thus together they flop and 
obferve each other. The impetuofity of 
the bull is feveral times avoided by the 
agility of the Matador, and the pleafure 
of the fpedtators is rendered more lively 
by their fufpence. Sometimes the animal 
remains immoveable; he fcrapes the
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ground with his feet and feems to me
ditate vengeance. Thofe who are fa
miliar with the beauties of Racine, may 
then perhaps recoiled the two following 
lines of that admirable author.

Il le voit, il l’attend et fon ame irritée,
Pour quelque grand deffein femble s’être arretée.*

The bull in this fituation, and the 
Matador who difcovers his intention 
and carefully obferves his ilighteft mo
tion, form a picture which an able pen
cil might not difdain to delineate. The 
filence of the aflembly refpeéts this dumb 
fcene. At length the Matador gives the 
fatal blow ; and if the animal immedi
ately falls, the triumph of thé conqueror 
is celebrated by a thoufand exclamations ; 
but if the blow be not decifive, if the 
bull furvives and again ftrives to brave 
the fatal knife, the murmurs are not lefs 
numerous. The Matador, whofe addrefs 
was about to be extolled to the Ikies, is

* He fees and waits for him, and his irritated mind 
feems to be fixed on fome great deiign,

confidered
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confidered only as a clumfy butcher. He 
inflantly endeavours to recover from his 
difgrace, and difarm the feverity of his 
judges. His zeal fometimes becomes a 
blind fury, and his partifans tremble for 
the confequences of his imprudence. At 
laft he gives a better directed blow. The 
animal vomits ftreams of blood, and ftrug- 
gling with death, flaggers and falls, while • 
bis conqueror becomes intoxicated with 
the applaufes of the people. The bull is 
then tied by the horns which have be
trayed his valour; .and, although fo 
lately furious and haughty, is ignomini- 
ouily dragged from the circle he has juft 
honoured, leaving nothing behind but 
the traces of his blood, and the remem-> 
trance of his exploits, which is foon ef
faced by the appearance of his fucceifor. 
Qn each of the days dedicated to thefe 
feafts are facrificed (at leaft at Madrid) 
fix bulls in the morning and twelve in 
the afternoon. The names of the com-, 
batants of each are previoufly announced 
111 the public prints. The three laft of 
the animals are exclufively left to the 

Matador,
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Matador, who, without the afliftance of 
the Picadores, employs all his dexterity 
to vary the pleafures of the fpectators. 
He fometimes fuffers an intrepid ftranger, 
mounted upon another bull, to combat 
them; at others he turns a bear againft 
them. The laft bull is particularly de
voted to the entertainment of the po
pulace. The points of his horns are 
covered with a round cafe, which di- 
miniihes the effedi of their ftrokes.

In this ftate the bull, which is then cal
led Embolado, lofes the power of piercing 
and lacerating his adverfary. The fpec- 
tators defcend in crowds to torment him, 
each according to his own manner, and 
often expiate their cruel pleafure by vio
lent contufions. But the creature always 
falls at laft under the blows of the Ma
tador, The few fpedlators who par
take not of the general fury, regret that 
thefewretched animals purchafe not their 
lives, at leaft, at the expence of fo many 
tortures and efforts of courage. They 
would willingly aid them to efcape from 

their 

their perfecutors. In the humane few, 
difguft fucceeds to compaffion, and wea- 
rinefs to difguft : the uniform fucceflion 
of fimilar fcenes throws a languor upon 
the amufement which the fpeitacle pro- 
mifed at the beginning.

But to the connoiffeurs who have ftu- 
died the artifices of the bull, the refources 
of his addrefs and fury, the different 
methods of alluring, deceiving, and 
tormenting him (for in fome provinces 
this is a ftudy from youth to manhood) 
no fcene refembles another, and they 
pity frivolous obfervers who know not 
-how to diftinguifh their variety.

In this purfuit, as in others, the fpirit 
of party confers reputation ; and difputes 
or exaggerates fuccefs. When I arrived 
at Madrid, the connoiffeurs were di
vided between two famous Matadores, 
Coftillares and Romero, as people might 
he in other countries with refpedt to the. 
merits of two celebrated adtors. Each 
ie<St was as enthufiaftic jn its eulogiums
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and pofitive in decifion as the Gluckifa 
and Piccinijk perhaps were in France. 
It is difficult to believe that the art of 
killing a bull, which feems to be the 
exclufive privilege of a butcher, ihould 
be gravely difcuffed, and extolled with 
tranfport, not only by the people, but 
by the moil fenfible men, and women

- of the greateft fenfibility.

)

t
We can fcarcely conceive how the 

chariot races in the Olympic games could 
furniih Pindar with a fubject for his 
fublime odes, which charmed all Greece, 
and confered immortality on the con
querors. The bull-fights feem to be a 
fubject (till more fterile, and yet infpire 
enthufiafm. Every thing which pleafes 
us in childhood, or that awakens in our 
minds violent emotions which are not 
abated by habit, may excite and excufe 
that exalted fentiment. Nothing ought 
to be inferred againft the morals of a 
nation from objects, whatever they may 
be, by which enthufiafm is infpired. 
The combats of gladiators, and the hor

rid
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rid contefts of criminals with ferocious 
beads excited it in the Romans. Horfe 
races produce in the Englifh. a kind of 
delirium. Shall we, on this account, re- 
fufe the title of a poliihed people to the 
former, or that of a philofophical nation 
to the latter? In like manner the 
Spaniards, notwith(landing thcii immo
derate love of bull-fights,, and the bar
barous pleafure they take in feeing the 
blood of thofe innocent and courageous 
animals died, are not therefore lefs fuf- 
ceptible of every amiable and delicate 
emotion. After leaving thefe bloody 
diverfions, they enjoy not lefs the plea- 
fures of domeilic peace, the confidence 
of friendihip, and the delights of love; 
their hearts are not lefs fufceptible of 
pity, nor is their courage more ferocious. 
I am of opinion that in the ages when 
fingle combats and affaffinations weie 
more frequent, they were not moie at
tached than at prefent to their favou
rite diver fion.

M TheyVol. II.

t
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They are become much more pacific. 
Their manners are foftened without 
their paffion for bull-fights being dimi- 
nilhed ; it ftill exifts in all its fervour. 
The day on which they are celebrated 
is a day of rejoicing for the whole dif- 
triél, as well as for the inhabitants for 
ten or twelve leagues round the place. 
The artift who can fcarcely provide for 
his fubfiftence, has always a furplus to 
expend on this fpedtacle. The very 
chaftity of the poor girl, whofe poverty 
ihould exclude her from it, would be in 
danger : her firft feducer would be the 
man who fhould pay for her admiffion.

The Spaniih government is well aware 
of the moral and political inconvenience 
of this kind of phrenzy ; it has long 
been convinced, that for a people, among 
whom it would wiih to encourage in- 
duftry, it is a caufe of diforders and dii- 
fipation ; that it is prejudicial to agri
culture by facrificing, in fuch numbers, 
the robuft animals which might be em
ployed in cultivation, by deftroying the 

fpurce
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fource of cattle which would fertilize 
the country and feed the inhabitants, 
and by turning the paftures from their 
moil: valuable deftination. But it is 
forced to have refpedt for amufements, 
which, perhaps, could not be openly 
attacked without danger; it, however, 
avoids encouraging them. Formerly the 
court counted the bull-fights in the 
number of entertainments it gave at 
certain times. The plaza-mayor, on 
fuch occafions, was the theatre of thefe 
exhibitions. The king and his family 
honoured the fpedtacle with their pre
fence. His military houihold prefided 
to keep order. His halbardiers formed 
the inner circle of the theatre, and their 
long weapons were the only barrier 
they oppofed to the dangerous ca
prices of the bull. Thefe feafts, which 
by diftindtion were called Fiejlas-reales, 
are become more rare. There has been 
but one under the prefent reign. The 
reigning monarch, who endeavours to 
poliih the manners of his nation and 
to turn its attention towards more ufe- 

M a ftil
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ful objects, wiihes to deftroy in it an 
inclination in which he perceives no
thin«: but inconvenience ; but he is too 
wife to employ violent means.

He has, however, confined the num
ber of bull-fights to thofe of which the 
produce ferves to the fupport of fome 
charitable inftitution, referving to him- 
felf the power of hereafter fubftituting 
other funds. The combats, by this 
means rendered lefs frequent, will, per
haps, lofe by degrees a part of their 
attraction, until more favourable cir- 
cumftances ihall permit them to be en
tirely abolifhed.

It is thus that, by fucceffive grada
tions, more the effeCt of time than wif- 
dom, the manners of a people are re
formed and foftened. Thofe of the Spa
niards have within the laft century un
dergone, in other refpeCts, fenfible re
volutions. Formerly the point of ho
nour, delicate to excefs, occafioned 
among them frequent duels; were other
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proofs wanting, their comedies and no
vels would furnifh a fufficient number. 
At prefent their courage is not fo reftlefs, 
yet it is ftill fufficient in time of war to 
defend the country without difturbing 
its repofe during the mild reign of peace. 
On the other hand the Spaniards have 
preferved their ancient virtues, patience 
and fobriety ; the former, renders them 
confiant in their enterprizes, and inde
fatigable in their labours ; the latter 
preferves them from the exceffcs too 
common in the other countlies of Eu
rope. I mean not to diminiih their meiit; 
befides of what importance is the caufe 
of virtues in men, provided they are 
ufeful in their effects. I dare therefoie 
affert, that the fo much boafted fobriety 
of the Spaniards is, in a great meafure, 
the confequence of their phyfical con- 
ftitution, and of the quality of theii 
food. Their robuft and mufcular bo
dies, dried and hardened by the active 
heat of a burning climate, fupport bettei 
the deprivation and fuperabundance of 

M 3 nourifli- 
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nourilhment. In the firft cafe, the ab- 
ftinence to which they may be compelled 
does not weaken them ; in the fecond, 
their ftrength refills the exceffes of in
temperance. The fieih of animals, at 
lead in the Mediterranean provinces of 
Spain, contains, in a given quantity, 
more nutritive matter than elfewhere. 
Their roots, lefs fpongy than in coun
tries where water contibutes more than 
the fun to their growth, are of a more 
nourifhing fubftance. Strangers who 
remain fometime at Madrid, foon per
ceive this Superiority, and if they yield 
to the appetite they may have upon their 
arrival, an endemial difeafe, called 'Entri- 
fado, a kind of cholic, which the phy- 
ficians of the country only know how 
to treat, painfully informs .them of their 
change of food and climate. It is fo 
true, that the power of eating little or 
much is a confequence of air and foil, 
that in the provinces, or in the king
dom of Valencia, for inftance, where 
aliments contain lefs fubftance, a much 
greater indulgence of the appetite is 

neither 

OF SPAIN.

neither profcribed by cuftom nor pre
judicial to health. With refpedt to in
toxicating liquors, the fobriety of the 
Spaniards proceeds in a great meafure 
from Nature, which, always employ
ing means proportioned to ner end, has 
bellowed on them a conftitution anala- 
gous to the ftrength of the wines pro
duced by their foil, whilft ftrangers 
cannot with impunity drink of them to 
excefs. Nothing is more uncommon 
than to fee a Spaniard inebiiated with 
wine, although that which he drinks 
is more fpiritous than thofe of Fiance ; 
and if a drunken foldier be feen in the 
ilreets of Madrid, it is very probable he 
is a foreigner.

We may remark on this occafion, that 
fobriety feems to be the inheritance of 
the inhabitants of the South, as intem
perance is that of thofe of the North. 
We may alfo obferve, that the people 
who commit molt exceffes in drinking 
are not thofe whofe foil produces the 
liquors by which they are inebriated, as 

M4 .
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if Nature, which has given them the 
means of fatisfying their thirft and ap
petite, and adapted their organs to the 
ufe of thefe means, intended to puniih 
them for feeking, at a diftance, the food 
and liquor ihe has created for others. 
Thefe difpofitions are undoubtedly de
ranged by other combinations. Habit 
changes them in more than one cliniate; 
but it feems to me that with a little at
tention, it is eafy to difcover the traces 
of the primitive intentions of Nature.

However this may be, the Spaniards 
will pardon me for confidering their fo- 
briety as a virtue of climate; this is only 
refembling them to other nations, and 
even to all the individuals of the human 
fpecies, who equally owe their qualities 
to their education, rank in life, habits, 
the examples they have before them, and 
a thoufand other caufes which depend not 
on themfelvesx X is itill a great merit 
not to re flit beneficial impulfes.

Th?
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The Spaniards have, befides, that of 
triumphing over thoie influences which 
difpofeto certain exceffes, for which they 
might have ferved as an apology. I have 
particularly in view a depraved taite, re
probated by Nature, injurious to the fair 
fex, and too common among the people 
of the fouth. This is abfolutely un
known in Spain.

Jealoufy, another outrage on the fex, 
the objedt of our homage, feems alfo to 
depend upon the influence of climate 
which communicates its ardour to the 
fenfcs and imagination. This odious 
pailion, formerly fo injurious in its fuf- 
picions, cruel in its precautions, and im
placable and fometimes atrocious in its 
refentmcnts, is much weakened among 
the modern Spaniards. There are no 
people in Europe among whom fewer 
jealous hulbands are to be found. The 
women, who were formerly hidden from 
the public, of whom it was fcarcely pof- 
fible to gain a glimpfe through the open
ings of the lattices, which undoubtedly 

owe 
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owe their name to the vile fentiment 
which was the caufe of their beina: in- 
vented *,  no\y enjoy full liberty. Their 
rivals, the only remains of their ancient 
fervitude, only ferve at prefent to ihel- 
ter their charms from a burning fun, 
and to render them more attradive. 
Firft invented by jealoufy, they are now- 
employed to very different purpofes. Co
quetry has converted them into one of 
its moil feducing ornaments; and in fa
vouring fecrefy they infure impunity to 
the ftolen pleafures of love. The lovers 
who, under the balconies of their in- 
vifible miftreffes, fighed without hope, 
and had nothing but their guittar for 
witnefs and interpreter, are baniihed to 
comedies and romances. Hufbands are 
become more docile, wives more accef- 
fible, and conquefts, as it is faid, lefs 
flow and difficult. In this refpedl it be
longs not to me to pronounce the eulo- 
•gium of Spanifh manners. Were I to 

* Jaloufie, in the French language, lignifies a 
lattice.

confine
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confine myfelf to the evidence of my own 
experience, there are no women in Eu
rope more pure. Whether it was from 
fcruple, want of addrels, or that I felt 
not in myfelf conftancy fufficient for the 
affiduities to which thofe who render ho
mage to the Spanifh ladies mutt be de
voted; or whether I was deterred by 
dangers ftill more to be feared, although 
in fome refpedts, perhaps chimerical, to 
which lovers are expofed, I have no lefs 
reafon to believe in their virtue, than 
to do juftice to their charms. But not 
to advance any thing upon fufpicious 
evidence, I fhall fpeak of nothing rela
tive to the Spanifh ladies of which I have 
not myfelf a knowledge.

The women of every country have par
ticular charms by which they aie cha- 
rafterifed. In England, by the elegance 
of their fhape, and modefty of their car
riage; in Germany by fiefhnefs of com 
plexion, and in France by that amiable 
gaiety which animates all their featm.es. 
The charm felt on approaching a Spanifh 

lady, 

featm.es
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lady has fomething of deception which 
is not eafily defined. It owes but 
little to the aid of the toilet. The com
plexion of a Spaniih beauty is never or
namented with borrowed brilliance: art 
fupplies not the colouring which nature 
has refufed by expofing her to the in
fluence of a burning climate. But by 
how many beauties is ihe recompenfed 
for her palenefs ? Where are finer ihapes, 
greater eafe in every motion, or fofter 
delicacy of feature to be found than 
among the Spaniih beauties ? Grave, and 
rather melancholy, at firft fight, yet, 
Ihould one of thefe fair ones open on you 
her large black eyes, full of expreffion, 
ihould ihe accompany her glances with a 
fmile, infenfibility itfelf falls at her feet. 
But if the coldnefs of her reception dif- 
courage not her admirer from addreffing 
her, ihe is as decided and mortifying in 
her diidain, as ihe js feducing in permit- 
ing him to hope,

In the laft cafe ihe leaves him no room 
to fear a long cruelty; but perfeverance, 

which
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which in other countries accelerates the 
denouement, muft furvive it in Spain, and 
becomes a fevere duty. The fortunate men 
whom ihe deigns to conquer, and who are 
called Cortejos, are lefs difintereftedbutnot 
lefs afliduous than the cicifbei of Italy. A 
total facrifice is required of them. They 
muft give proofs of this at all hours of 
the day, accompany the lady to the pub
lick walk, the theatres, and even the 
confeflional. But what is particular in this 
kind of intimacy, is that two perfons thus 
united by a fentiment which feems inex- 
hauftible, are frequently fileni, melan
choly, and appear not as in other places, 
happy in the happinefs of each other’s 
company. I know not if I injure the 
Spaniih fair fex ; but I am difpofed to 
believe, their chains are not fo eafy to be 
borne, as difficult to avoid. The Spaniih 
beauty is faid to be very rigorous in many 
refpeéìs ; her caprices are fometimes ra
ther hafty, and too obedient to the im
pube of an ardent imagination. But that 
which is not eafy to conciliate with her 
eternally varying fancies, and concurs 

with
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with a thoufand other obfervations’ to 
prove the incoherency of the human 
heart, both in male and female, is the 
conftancy of Spanifh women in their at
tachments. The intoxication they caufe 
and experience, far different from all ex
treme agitations or affeCtions of the mind, 
which continue but a fhort time, is pro
longed greatly beyond the common term; 
and I faw, during my . refidence in Spain, 
more than one fuch paflion continue 
conftant till the parties expired with old 
age. I have frequently fought for the 
reafon of this conftancy ; which difcon- 
certed all my ideas, and have imagined 
it to be in a religious fcruple, certainly 
ill underftood, as moft fuch fcruples are. 
Perhaps, faid I to myfelf, the confci- 
ence of a Spanifh lady, fufficiently 
complaifant to permit her one gratifica
tion which offends her duty, would be 
terrified at a fucceflion of infidelities. In 
the firft ihe may poffibly find an excufe 
in human infirmity, in the irrefiftible 
with of the heart, which inclines her 

towards
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towards one objeCt, deftined by nature to 
fix her affections.

It belongs to thofe who are acquainted 
with the female heart and confcience to 
judge of this conjecture. It is certain, 
that in Spain, more than in any other 
country, both men and women appear 
to conciliate the irregularity of manners 
with the moft fcrupulous obfervance of 
religious duties, and even with the mocke
ries of fuperftition. In many countries 
thefe exceffes alternately fucceed each 
other. In Spain they are fimultaneous; 
and the women, in confequence of this 
ftrange mixture of religion and frailty, 
feem to aim lefs to prevent fcandal, or 
Conceal their conduót, than to eftabliih 
a kind of equilibrium between their faults 
and their merits ; an incoherence in 
which both fexes appeared to me to par
ticipate. It is the confequence of error 
and weaknefs, and the moft ferious re
proach I have to make that nation.

How
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How many men have I known, who, 
though they led an extreme diforderly 
life, frequented publick worihip with an 
affiduity, which even true chriilians do 
not confider as an. indifpenfible duty, 
carefully obferved every injunction of 
the church relative to abftinence, and 
rendered to the minifters almoil degra
ding homages ? How many women aban
doned to an attachment utterly incon- 
fiilent with their duty, are furrounded 
with relicks, cover themfelves with a 
fcapulary, oblige themfelves by vows to 
the performance of actions indifferent in 
their own nature, and fcrupulouily fulfil 
them. I believe hypocrites to be very rare 
in Spain ; but to compenfate for this the 
ridiculous aifociation of certain moral 
improprieties with fuperftitious prac
tices, is more common there than elfe- 
where. Muil this be attributed to a want 
of knowledge, or the criminal complai- 
fance of the directors of confcience, who 
are thus prodigal of the indulgence of 
which they themfelves (land in need ? 
Ox is it the climate which mull ferve as 

an
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an excufe for fome vices, as it is the caufe 
of fome virtues; does it command the 
gratification of certain frailties too im- 
perioufly for confidences, fcrupulous in 
other refpedls, to be terrified from yielding 
compliance ?

To endeavour to explain the diffolute- 
nefsof morals, is to acknowledge it exifts, 
and, not with handing my favourable opi
nion of the Spaniards, I cannot but con- 
fefs this charge. More faithful how
ever, to the refolution I have formed to 
be impartial, Imuft add, that this de
pravity is not fo general as libertines, 
'vho always exaggerate theirindifcretions, 
are pleafed to fay it is; that there are even 
at Madrid families exemplary in their 
c°ndu6t, faithful hulbands, and wives 
'vho in other countries would be models 
°f modeily and propriety; that their 
daughters, although in general not re- 
erved in their carriage, promife much 

jnore than they grant, and that nothing 
more rare than their anticipation of the 

rights of matrimony ; that if opportuni- 
tles purchafing pleafures equally ihame- 

Vol. II. N ful 
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ful and eafy to obtain, are frequent for 
thofe who feek them, at leaft profti- 
tution is neither fo public nor impu
dent as in other countries; and that 
the police, by feverely prohibiting its 
fcandalous feminaries, obliges it to con
ceal itfelf, and fometimes purfues it 
to its fecret retreats. I ihall far
ther obferve, that women rigoroufly 
banifh from their fociety thofe familiari
ties*  which are confidered as indifferent 
by other nations, where the fenfes, not 
fo quickly inflamed, more flowly betray 
their diforder ; and that this diftruft of 
themfelves is at leaft an homage which 
their weaknefs renders to modefty. But 
provided they be not too nearly approach
ed, they permit, and fometimes provoke 
thofe allurements at which decency is in 
other places alarmed.

They pardon equivoque, obfcenity, 
indelicate defcriptions, all witticifms and 
indifcreet expreflions. The free manner 

* A woman would not permit the moñ chañe kiñ 
to be given her in publick; and thofe which arS 
cuftomary in our comedies, and of which no notice 
is taken, are entirely baniihed .from the Spaniíhñag6, 
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in which they explain themfelves in fome 
inftances, cannot butaftoniih a ftranger 
accuftomed to convey his thoughts on 
fimilar occafions under a thicker veil. 
The Englifh women have an extremely 
delicate and pure imagination, and noper- 
fon would dare to wound their ears with an 
expreflion in the leaft tending to indecen
cy. Itis faid, they carry referve in this re- 
fpe<ft to that degree of excefs which we 
ihould call prudery. French women who 
do not repel the Tallies of an innocent gaie
ty, but whofe decency imprefles awe upon 
effrontery, are, in their turn, prudes in 
comparifon to the Spanifh women. I 
have feen the latter hear without a blufh, 
and even permit themfelves expreflions 
which men of but few fcruples would 
havereferved for the orgies of debauchery. 
I have heard feveral of them fing couplets 
which breathed fomething more than 
Voluptuoufnefs, and left the penetration 
°f the hearer nothing to imagine. This 
circumftance alone however, would not 
he fufljcient to prove the depravity of 
manners in Spain.

N 2 Purity
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Purity of morals is certainly not a matter 
of convention. In every country depra
vity is nearly the fame, except the mo
difications given it by law and religion. 
The moral purity of language is fome- 
thing different ; this varies according to 
time and place ; it depends upon climate, 
cuftom, manners and genius of language. 
Women who permit themfclves freedom 
of expreffion, and give the example of it, 
are certainly not on that account more 
feducing to perfons of delicacy, but they are 
not more eafily feduced. The woman 
who jells with vice is, perhaps, farther 
removed from it than fhe who carefully 
repels it from her imagination, from a 
conviction of her own weaknefs ; befides, 
as it has frequently been remarked, man
ners are never more corrupted than when 
the moral purity of language is carried 
to the moil fcrupulous excefs ; becaufe 
then every mind is filled with depraved 
ideas, and the greateft precaution muil 
be taken that they may not be awakened. 
On the contrary, a nation not yet cor
rupted by excefs of civilifation, may have 
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in its language a kind of ingenuoufnefs 
which renders expreffions far from en
tirely chaile; and when, like our firil 
parents, it begins to bluih at its naked- 
nefs, we may be fure, that like them, it 
has no longer preferved its innocence.

This however, is not the cafe of the 
Spanifh nation. I have only wiihed to 
prove that the liberties the Spaniards 
permit themfelves in their language, may 
neverthelefs be reconciled with much 
purer manners. I fhould be inclined to 
believe thefe modes of expreffion, (hock
ing to the decency of other nations, 
would difappear by a more refined civi
lifation, more precautions in the educa
tion of young perfons, almoil exclufively 
abandoned to the government of fervants, 
even in the moil diilinguiihed houfes, 
andefpecially by better example, the moil 
efficacious of all educations. But can a 
young lady, who from the moil tender age 
has been familiarifedto the groffeil expref
fions which her prefence commands not 
refpedl enough to reprefs; who in com

bi 3 panies,
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panics, to wh ich ihe is frequently admitted« 
hears applaufe bellowed on impudence, 
which difdains to throw a tranfparent 
veil even over the obfcenities in which 
it indulges; can one, whofe ears are 
early accuilomed to the indecent ex
preflions which are permitted on the 
itage, and whofe eyes repeatedly behold 
the wanton attitudes exhibited in the 
favourite Spaniih dance, long preferve 
in her imagination and language that 
virgin purity which is, perhaps, the 
greatefl charm of her fex ?

The dance I allude to, is the famous 
Fandango, at which foreigners are equal
ly aftoniihed and offended, but to which 
they foon become more than partial.

No fooner is this begun at a ball, than 
every countenance becomes animated, and 
even thofe who by their age and pro- 
feflion are moil obliged to gravity, have 
much difficulty in preventing them- 
felves from joining in the cadence. It 
is related, on this fubjedl, that the court 

of
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of Rome, fcandalized that a country re
nowned for the purity of its faith, 
ihould not have long before profcribed 
this profane dance, refolved to pro
nounce its formal condemnation. A 
conflitory aflembled, the profecution of 
the Fandango was begun, according to 
rule ; and fentence was about to be thun
dered againft it, when one of the judges 
judiciou fly obferved, that a criminal ought 
not to be condemned without being 
heard. The obfervation had weight with 
the affembly. Two Spaniards were 
brought before it, and to the found of 
inftruments difplayed all the graces of 
the Fandango. The feverity of the 
judges was not proof againft the exhi
bition ; their auftere countenances began 
to relax ; they rofe from their feats, and 
their arms and legs foon found their 
former fupplenefs. The confiftory- 
hall was changed into a dancing-room, 
and the Fandango was acquitted.

After fuch a triumph, it may be ima
gined that the remonftrances of decency

N 4 have 
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have but little affect; its empire feems 
to be firmly eftabliihed. It is, how
ever, different according to the places 
in which it is pradtifed. It is frequently 
called for at the theatre, and generally 
clofes private dances. In thefe cafes the 
intention is no more than lightly indi
cated ; but, on other occafions, when a 
few perfons afiembled feem wantonly to 
fhake off all fcruples, the meaning is 
then fo marked, that voluptuoufnefs 
aifails the mind at every avenue ; its in
citements caufe the heart of the modeft 
youth to palpitate with defire, and 
reanimate the deadened fenfes of old 
age. The Fandango is danced by two 
perfons only, who never touch fo much 
as even the hand of each other; but 
when we view their reciprocal allure
ments, their retreats and approaches; 
when we obferve the female, in the 
moment when her languor announces 
an approaching defeat, fuddenly acquire 
new courage to efcape from her con
queror, who purfues her, and is pur
ified in his turn ; the manner in which 

thefe
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thefe emotions are expreffed by their 
looks, geftures and attitudes, it is im- 
poffible not to confefs with a blufh, that 
thefe fcenes are, to the real combats of 
Cytherea, what our military evolutions 
in peace are to the real difplay of the 
art of war. The Seguidilla is another 
dance peculiar to the Spaniards. The 
figure is formed by eight perfons; at 
each corner the four couple retrace, 
although but momentarily the principal 
movements of the Fandango. A Spaniih 
female dancing the Seguidilla, dreffed 
in character, accompanying the inftru- 
ments with caftanets, and marking the 
meafure with her heel with uncommon 
precifion, is certainly one of the moftfe- 
ducing objects which love can employ 
to extend his empire.

The Spaniih nation has a decided 
tafte for dancing, and the greateft ap
titude to excel in the art. Befides the 
dances peculiar to the nation they have 
adopted thofe of other countries with
out excepting the minuet; but the 

noble,
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noble, decent and eafy graces of this 
dance efcape them. It appears, how
ever, to have many attractions in the 
eyes of the Spaniards, and makes an 
effential part of their education. Each 
ball has a prefident, who, under the 
name of Ba/tonero is to make every body 
dance the minuet, and who, notwith- 
ftanding his utmoft endeavours to con
fute the inclination of every one, in 
forming the couples, never fails to give 
offence to fome. In the reign of Phi
lip V. mafquerades were . forbidden 
throughout all Spain. The count 
de Aranda, who while attentive to the 
police of the capital, did not negledt 
its pleafures, had revived the pub
lic balls, and profcribed mafquerades 
■under Philip; but thefe two amufe- 
ments, which in other places are con- 
fidered as innocent, furvived not the re
treat of the minifter, and being difufed 
when his adminiftration ceafed, added 
to the regret of the inhabitants of the

The
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The Spaniards are therefore reduced, 
for public diverfions, to bull-fights,-and 
the national fpeftacles of which we 
fhall hereafter take notice. Their pri
vate pleafures have fomething of the 
gravity which appears, at leaft, in the 
exterior of their perfons. The game to 
which the common people feem molt 
attached, is a feeble and fpiritlefs 
image of the games which kept the 
ftrength and addrefs of the ancients in 
continual activity. It is called El juego 
de la barra, and confifts in throwing a 
bar of iron to a certain diftance.

People of fafhion have recreations of 
another kind. In general they feldom 
affemble to eat at each others houfes ; 
and this is undoubtedly one of the cir- 
cumftances which contributes to their 
reputation for fobriety. They are little 
acquainted with the innocent and 
healthful pleafures of the country. But 
few among them are fond of the chace; 
of which the monarch and his family feem 
to poffefs the exclufive privilege. The 

amufe- 
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amufements of the country appear to have 
no attractions for the Spaniards. Their 
country-houfes might eafily be num
bered. Among the many rich individuals 
who inhabit the capital, there are, per
haps, not ten who have a country re
treat. With refpect to the caftles, feats, 
&c. fo numerous in France, England, 
and Italy, and which contribute to the 
embelliihment of the environs of their 
capitals, there are fo few in the vici
nage of Madrid and the reft of the Pe- 
ninfula, that many .travellers are of 
opinion the proverbial expreffion, build*  
ing caftles in Spain, is thence derived.

The rich fubjeds of the kingdom 
therefore concentrate all their pleafures 
within the cities. Mufic is one of thofe 
for which the Spaniards have the greateft 
tafte. They cultivate this art with fuc- 
cefs. Not that their national mufic has 
made any great progrefs. If it has a par
ticular character, it is to be found moftly 
in little detached airs, called, in Spain, 
Tonadillas and Seguidillas; fometimes 

agreeable melodies, but of which the 
modulations are little varied, and prove 
that the art of compofition is ftill in 
its infancy. In return for this they do 
the greateft juftice to the grand compo- 
fitions of Germany and Italy, which al
ways form a part of their frequent 
concerts; but they have the moft pro
found contempt for French mufic, 
which, in their opinion, is languid and 
monotonous, not excepting the Vaude
ville. Their prejudice, in this refpeft, 
is carried to fuch a height, that an Ita
lian air would become difpleaiing to 
them by appearing in the livery of 
French words; fo vain are they of their 
fonorous and cadenced language, and 
fo perfuaded that French fyllables, by 
turns, mute and nafal, exclude the lan
guage from the pofiibility of being 
adapted to mufic. They have many 
lovers of harmony, but few compofers 
Worthy of notice.

A young poet at Madrid produced a 
few years fince a poem on mufic, wherein 

didactic
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didadtic drynefs is compenfated by feveral 
epifodes, and brilliancy of imagination. 
Connoifleurs allure us that the cha- 
radter of Spanilh mufic in particular 
is there given by a mafterly hand; 
but many examples muft be added to 
the precepts contained in the poem, 
before it can be relilhed by the reft of 
Europe.

Balls and concerts are not the only 
entertainments at which the Spaniards 
alfemble. They have alfo their Fertu- 
lias and Ref ref cos. The Tertulias are af- 
femblies very fimilar to thofe of France. 
Perhaps more liberty reigns in the 
former, but langour fometimes efta- 
blifh.es its throne there as well as in the 
mid ft of our circles.1

Women in general feek not many oc- 
cafions to alfemble ; each afpires to be 
the center of a Tertulia; and exclufive 
pretenfions undoubtedly contribute to 
banilh from Spanilh focieties what we 
call French gallantry, Women are there 

admi-
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admired, and even adored, as well as 
elfewhere ; but when they infpire not a 
lively fentiment, the men feldom pay 
them thofe attentions which our polite- 
nefs prodigally and indifcriminately be
llows upon every individual of the ami
able fex. It is not in the reciprocal 
communication of tendernefs that man- 
ners are foft.ened. The language of 
mere politenefs is too cold for love : that 
impetuous palfion commands and exadts 
facrifices, but defpifes fimple refpedt. 
On the contrary, it is in the difinte- 
refted alfociation of the two fexes that 
the neceffity and mutual defire of pleaf- 
ing arifes, which forms the charm and 
cement of fociety. This is, perhaps, 
the only means wanting to the Spaniards 
to accomplilh the poliihing of their 
manners.

Their Ref ref cos, the invention of lux
ury and greedinefs, contribute no lefs 
than the Tertulias to facilitate the inter- 
courfe of the two fexes. In general, 
thefe are only light repafts, prepared

blifh.es
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for perfons from whom vifits are re
ceived, and are as a prelude to the Ter
tulias ; but on great occafions, when a 
wedding, chriftening, or the birth-day 
of the head of a family is to be cele
brated, the Refrefco becomes an impor
tant and a very expenfive affair. All 
the family acquaintance are invited ; and, 
in proportion as they arrive, the men 
feparate from the women. The latter 
take their feats in a particular chamber, 
and etiquette requires they íhould re
main alone until all the company be 
affembled, or at leaf! until the men Hand 
up without approaching them. The 
lady of the houfe waits for them under 
a canopy, in a place fet apart in the 
hall, which in ancient manners, not 
yet entirely aboliihed, was called the 
EJlrado, over which is commonly fuf- 
pended an image of the virgin. The 
appearance of the Refrefco, at length, 
enlivens every countenance, and infufes 
joy into every heart; converfation be
comes animated, and the fexes approach 
each other. The company are firft pre- 

fented 
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fented with great glaifes of water, in 
which little fugar-loaves, called Azucar 
efponjado, or rofado, fquare and of a very 
fpongy fubftance, are diifolved ; thefe 
are fucceeded by chocolate, the favourite 
refreihment twice a day of the Spa
niards, and -which is believed to be fo 
nouriihing, or at leaft innocent, that it 
is not refufed to perfons dangerouily ill. 
After the chocolate come all forts of 
confedtionary.

Et tous ces mets fucrés en pâte ou bien liquides, 
Dont eftomacs dévots furent toujours avides *,

It is fcarcely poffible to conceive the 
profufion with which all thefe delicacies 
are diftributed. People are not only 
cloyed with them in the houfe of fefti- 
vity, but they put quantities of them 
*nto paper, and even into their hats and 
handkerchiefs ; and the fervants are 
fpeedily difpatched home with the pre-

* And all thofe fugared paftries and fweet cordials 
which devout ftomachs were ever fo greedy.

Vol. II. O cious
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cious favings, which undoubtedly fervc 
to furnifh the table of more than one 
mifer for feveral days. There is fome- 
thing odd in this general rapacioufnefs; 
and a ftranger admitted, for the firft 
time, to thefe kind of feftivals, in which 
intoxicating liquors only are fpared, feeks 
to difcover the fober nation and finds it 
not. It may be imagined that fuch en
tertainments mu ft weigh heavily on the 
ceconomy of many individuals; moil 
people regret the cuftom which makes 
them neceffary on certain occafions; but, 
as is the cafe with all abufes become 
facred by length of time, nobody has 
fufficient courage to be the firft to ihake 
off the yoke.

A ball or card-tables commonly fuc- 
ceed to the Refrefco; but it very feldom 
happens that the entertainment is con
cluded with a fupper. This is always a 
very frugal repaft with the Spaniards, 
and at which they rarely aflemble.

Theft

Of SPAIN,

Their cookery, fuch as they received 
it fiom their anceftors, is of a nature to 
pleafe but very few people. They are 
fond of high feafonings; pepper, pi- 
menta, tomates, or faffron, colour orfeafon 
moil of their diihes. One of them only 
has been introduced amongft ftrangers, 
and the art of the French kitchen has 
not difdained to adopt it; this is what 
in Spain is called Olla-podrida, and is a 
fort of hotch-potch of every kind of 
meat cooked together. There is, how
ever, generally a mixture in the Spa- 
niih cookery, except in fome obfcure 
families attached to ancient cuftoms; 
in moft houfes it participates of the 
French cookery, and in fome this has 
wholly fupplanted that of Spain. Thus 
are the French every where imitated, 
whilft they are ridiculed and fometimes 
detailed.

The modes of France h ave reached Spain 
as well as many other countries. French 
cloths, and the faillions and colours 
approved in France, are worn under the 
Spanifh cloak. The veil is no longer 
exclufively worn but by the women of

- O 2 the 
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the loweft clafies; for others it ferves 
but to hide the diforder of their drefs 
when they go out on foot. Except in 
this cafe, their head-drefs and whole 
attire are carefully adjufted to the French 
faihion. The Spaniih manufacturers 
exert themfelves to the utmoft to ferve 
the reigning tafte, and to follow it 
through all its rapid variations without 
requefting the aid of France; but it 
may be aiferted, without prejudice, that 
they are yet far from being able to attain 
their end. Great cities, and even the 
court, tacitly acknowledge this by 
having immediate recourfe to Paris or 
Lyons, as to the only true fources of 
faillions. In this refpeCt, as in many 
others, the Spaniards who afrcdt the 
bon ton, confefs the fuperiority of France, 
and receive from that nation leifons on 
elegance. Their tables are ferved after 
.the French manner; they have French 
cooks, houfe ftewards, and valets de 
chambre. French miliners are employed to 
invent and make new dreffes for the ladies. 
Their heavy inelegant equipages difap' 

pear 
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pear by degrees, and are exchanged for 
thofe of their French neighbours. They 
negledt no means of engaging French 
artifts and manufacturers ■ to fettle in 
Spain, and hold not out to them in vain 
the profpeCt of a rapid fortune.

Thefe homages are not confined 
merely to frivolous objects. The belt 
French works on morality, philofophy, 
and hiftory are, as well as thofe of the 
Engliih, tranilated into the Spaniih lan
guage, provided they do not appear dan
gerous to the purity of the faith. French 
literary works of mere amufement, are 
for the moil part thofe only which 
have but little merit in the eyes of the 
Spaniards ; and their tafte, in this re- 
fpeCt, ftill appears far from inclining 
to change.

Their imagination bold to extrava
gance, for which bombaft is but en- 
thufiafm, finds French ideas cold and 
timid. Accuftomed to exaggeration and 
redundance, they are unable properly to

O 3 value
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value either the juftnefs or precifion of 
the language of French writers. The 
fine ihades of French ridicule and man
ners efcape their eyes, too much accuf- 
tomed to caricature ; and with refpect 
to ftyle, their ear, vitiated by the pom
pous profody of their cadenced periods, 
by the frequent and affedted repetition 
of their fonorous words, can find no 
grace in accents which fpeak more to 
the mind than the fenfes; and the 
roundnefs of elegant French periods is 
to them entirely loit.

What chiefly prevents a reform in 
their literature, are the models they ftill 
admire and endeavour to imitate ; thefe 
are diftinguilhed by that bad tafte 
which infefted all the nations of Europe, 
and to which the firfl: literary men in 
France have paid an ample tribute, 
The great Corneille was not always free 
from it, but the fineft produdions of 
Racine, Boileau, Pafchal, Bofluet, la 
Bruyere, Maflillon, Bourdaloue, Flechier 
and Fenelon were erected on its ruins ; 
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as were alfo thofe of Voltaire, who, 
placing the top.ftone of the edifice, 
has infured its immortal duration.

Had French literature remained in 
the Rate it was when Ronfart, Marot, 
Benferade, Voiture and Balzac wrote, 
their very defects would ftill ferve as 
models, and we ihould poflefs wit and 
imagination without either reafon or 
tafte. What might have happened 
in France, had no improvement been 
there made in letters by a concurrence 
of circumftances, has happened to the 
Spaniards. Since the time of Lopes 
de Vega, Quevedo, Rebolledo and others, 
whofe imaginations, though wild and 
licentious, were brilliant and fertile, no 
author with thefe fplendid qualities, and 
at the fame time endowed with that good 
fenfe which directs their ufe, has ap
peared in Spain. Letters have, for up
wards of a century, been in the fame 
ftate. Thefe men of genius, frequently 
extravagant even to abfurdity in their 
conceptions, have remained models of 

O 4 ftyle;
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ftyle; and their example, without hav
ing produced any thing comparable with 
that which in them is juftly admired, 
has ferved as an excufe to every repre- 
heniible irregularity of imagination, and 
all the violent bombaft of falfe , elo
quence, The national tafte is formed 
upon thefe models in fo invariable a 
manner, that fome authors who have 
endeavoured to introduce into the the
atre the elegant fimplicity which French 
dramatic writers have attempted to re
vive, have gained no attention, fo that the 
Spanifh ftage is ftill in the fame fitu- 
ation as when Boileau fatirized its extra
vagance with fo much feverity.

It would, however, be unjuft to judge 
of this theatre according to Boileau’s 
fevere criticifm. It undoubtedly ftill 
fullers pieces in which the law of the 
three unities is flagrantly violated. But 
befides that, this law may be confidered 
as arbitrary, or at leaft not abfolutely 
indifpenfable; there are many Spanifh 
pieces in which it is not tranfgrefled in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner as to be prejudicial to 
the intereft. The Spaniards thcmfelves 
pafs condemnation upon moft of their 
heroic comedies, in which princes and 
princefles, from all corners of Europe, 
aflembled without motive, as well as 
without probability, are by turns either 
aftors or fports of the moft incredulous 
adventures, relate, converfe, and joke 
even in the moft critical fituations, and 
conclude by ufelefsly fheddmg their 
blood without having made any fpec- 
tator filed a tear. Although feveral of 
thefe pieces have original beauties, and 
all afford proofs of the rare talent of 
inventing a complicated intrigue, and of 
finding its denouement in the thread which 
has ferved to form it, the Spaniards 
found not upon this the much contefted 
reputation of their theatre.

But there are fome of thefe produc
tions which they juftly consider as inti
tled to the admiration even of ftrangers. 
Thefe are their charadleriftic pieces, 
Which, though not fo well conducted 

as
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as the belt French pieces of the fame 
kind, and though they cannot boaft the 
fame accuracy in the choice of ideas and 
expreflions, are generally pleafing in the 
ground work, faithful in moil of the 
charafters, and prove in their authors an 
uncommon fertility of imagination.

The pieces the Spaniards call de Capa 
y Efpada, are thofe which more parti
cularly prefent an exaft reprefentation of 
ancient manners, and theie comedies aie 
perhaps the real fources to be re- 
forted to in the ftudy of them. It is 
in thefe pieces that the generofity by 
which thofe manners are (kill charac- 
terifed, thofe flights of patriotifm and 
religious zeal which formerly lendeicd 
the Spaniards capable of the greateft 
efforts; the fwellings of national pride, 
which the pomp of ftyle renders fo noble ; 
that irritability withrefpeftto the delicate 
fubjects of love and honour, which made 
duels fo frequent in Spain, before the 
caufes which foftened the manners of 
all Europe had gained fuffieient influence 

over
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over thofe of the modern Spaniards; 
the facrifices and ardour of hopeful 
love, and the anguifhes and arts of a dis
appointed paflion are traced in the moil 
lively colours. All the combats of 
the paflion of love, all its refources, all 
the diforders it produces, in a word, all 
the intrigues now in ufe, were never 
publickly reprefented by any nation with 
greater variety than by the Spaniards 
at the period when jealoufy, the diffi
culty of approaching women, and a thou- 
fand other obftacles arifing from the 
circumftances of the times, rendered 
lovers more impatient, defires ftronger, 
and temptations more violent. Such is 
the defcription given by the comedies 
of which the Spaniards are as fond as 
they were at the time they firlt appeared.

Their authors, of which Lopes de 
Vega, Roxas, Solis, Moreto, Arellano, 
and particularly the immortal Calderon 
de la Barca are the moil celebrated, 
have fo eftablifhed this kind of comedy 
by theii’ fuccefs, that more modern 

authors,
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authors, as Zamora and Cañizares, who 
wrote at the beginning of this century, 
dare not attempt any other.

The Spanifh theatre therefore ftill con
tinues, excepting fome difference, what 
it was in the laft century ; and notwith- 
ftanding all I have juft faid, I cannot but 
allow that it is full of defers. Incidents 
unfeafonably fucceed each other, and are 
without probability ; inequalities are un- 
merous and every thing is confounded. 
Real tragedy is never feen without a mix
ture unworthy of its noble nature ; and 
all the comedies, like fome of our cham
ber pieces, equally condemned by reafon 
and tafte, affociate with affeéting and 
fometimes terrible fcenes, a wretched 
parade, fit only for the booths of a fair. 
An infipid buffoon, under the name of 
Graciofa, inceffantly difturbsthe attention 
with his vulgar grimace, and by the burfts 
of laughter he provokes, arrefts the tears 
which were ready to flow. Lovers are prolix 
haranguers; an expreflion of fentiment 
or delicacy from them, is preceded by a 

long 
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long and cold metaphyfical differtation 
upon love. Inftead of a mother, fon, 
king or warrior, you would imagine you 
were hearing fome profeffor of rhetoric, 
who to diftinguiih himfelf in his art, 
abufes the talent of fpeech. Cuftom 
has made it neceflary that each comedy 
ihould contain feveral recitals or narra
tives, in which the author and aitor, lof- 
ing fight of the ftory and the audience, 
feem to be wholly employed in making a 
parade, one of his vain eloquence, the 
other of his pretended talent of enforcing 
at the expence of his lungs, and by ridi
culous, vulgar, and monotonous geftures, 
the multiplied defcriptions of his long 
declamation. Both are certain to receive, 
as a recompence for their effort of 
ftrength, an ample ihare of applaufe. On 
the other hand the plot is fo confufed, 
that there are few Spaniih pieces to which 
thefe lines of Boileau may not be applied :

Et qui debrouillant mal une penible intrigue
D’un divertiflement me fait une fatigue. *

* And who badly developing a laboured plot, rerr- 
ders amufement a fatigue.

What
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What however appears lingular is, 
this fatigue feems not to be felt by Spa- 
nifh auditors, although they are for the 
moft part of thofe clafles which a total 
want of education, or at leaft one much 
neglected, renders incapable of reflection 
and combination. I have known many 
well informed ftrangers, acquainted with 
the language of the country, who have 
declared to me, after the reprefentation of 
a Spaniih comedy, that they ihould have 
great difficulty in giving an analyfis of 
it, whilft uneducated Spaniards proved 
by their recitals, that they had not for 
a Angle inftant loft the thread of the laby
rinth in which others had been bewildered.

Has habitually frequenting the theatre, 
added to a knowledge of the language 
and manners, which ftrangers can never 
poflefs to the fame degree as natives of 
the country, exclufively beftowed on thefe 
perfons this Angular aptitude ? or have 
the Spaniards received to a greater degree 
than others the gift of imagining com
plicated plots, and'of following through

O F S P A I N. 2d?

all their workings thofe which they 
themfelves have not invented? They have 
however, this inconteftible advantage 
over the French. Several of my coun
trymen, who want neither wit nor edu
cation, have confefled to me, that at a, 
firft reprefentation they have not been 
able to conceive the whole of fome of 
our modern comedies, which in fadt, ap
proach in certain refpedts thofe of the 
Spaniards, and it is perhaps the only 
reafon why feveral of the latter, which, 
were a few particulars changed, ought to 
be every where approved, would not be 
fuccefsfully repjefented on the French 
ftage. This is a homage which our 
anceftors were more difpofed to render 
them than we are.

The advantages which Moliere and 
Corneille derived from the Spaniih thea
tre are well known. The principal beauties 
of the Cid and of Heraclius were taken 
from Guillen de Caftro and Calderon. The 
Spaniih theatre might ftill be to us an 
abundant fource of dramatic wealth, 

efpecially
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efpecially at prefent, when our imagina
tion, much lefs fertile than that of our 
neighbours, appears to be exhaufted, and 
when our tafte more refined and fixed than 
in the time of Corneille, would be better 
able to extraft from that mine the trea- 
fures it conceals. Exaft tranilations of 
the belt Spaniih pieces would furniih the 
means. Thefe we have hitherto wanted; 
Mr. Linguet gave fome of them to the 
public on entering his literary career. 
But he confeiTed that he knew not 
enough of the Spaniih language, com
pletely to fulfil the talk ; on which ac
count his tran Rations are no more than 
abridgements, in which, nothing but the 
fkeleton of a dramatic poem is preserved; 
and the paifages not rendered, were not 
thofe which difpleafed the tranflator, but 
fuch as he did not underftand. Still thefe 
eifays, imperfeft as they may be, are 
fufficient to prove the great talents of 
the Spaniards for the theatre, their fer
tile imagination, their art in forming and 
working up a plot, and producing inte- 
refting fituations and unexpected dif- 

coveries.

209 
'coveries. With all thefe advantages, they 
kill want more natural dialogue to pofiefs 
every eifential to produce a good comedy. 
Authors who would enrich themfelves 
with’their works, mu ft confult reafon and 
their own national tafte, to add to the 
pieces they may borrow this additional 
grace. They would not fail to retrench 
the long and tedious narratives, the cold 
differtations, and the difguftingbuffoone- 
ries of the Graciofo, which are difpleafing 
even to fuch of the Spaniards as are fami
liar with the real beauties of foreign 
Writers, and ancient and modern litera
ture. They would alfo facrifice thofe 
Points, the play of words, the concetti, 
a tribute paid by every nation to falfe wit 
at the revival of letters, which feveral 
authors of the age of Louis XIV. fuch as 
Voiture, Balzac, and Moliere himfelf, did 
not efcape, and to which the modern Spa
niards are ftill fubjeft. I have frequently 
ternarked with aftonilliment, that they 
honoured with the appellation of ingenious 
thoughts, and applauded with a kind of 
ecftafy, many pleafantries which we, who 
horn our levity feem to be lefs nice about 

Vol. II, p any
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any thing capable of exciting it, ihould 
place in the clafs of low witticifm. When * 
I obferved to them that a play upon words 
Was contrary to fine tafte, that it ihould 
be abandoned to the populace, or confined 
to familiar converfation, in which, every 
.thing is found agreeable provided it ex
cites laughter, they obftinately main
tained that in Spaniili it had a fubtilty 
which it was impofiible for a ftranger to 
perceive. It is true that even their feriouS 
works are fo interlarded with thefe mifer- 
able quibbles, th at there are fome of them, 
which to me, it feems impofiible to tranf- 
late. * The Spaniards have no theatrical 
pieces in which they are not profufely 
bellowed; and the fuccefs they have with 
the multitude, proves their authors to be

* This is the cafe of all playing upon words, be- 
caufe it refults front a fortuitous refemblance between 
two words in a language which have different 
meanings. It is eafy to perceive, that a work in which 
there are many of thefe quibbles cannot be rendered 
in another language. Who would undertake to 
tranilate/« Bequille ? Several paffages, and even whole 
works of fome writers, as thofe of Quevedo, in other 
refpefts full of wit and originality,, would be almoft aS 
difficult to render in French.

carried
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Cafried away by the corrupted tafte of the 
nation: they have endeavoured to flatter 
it, and by the afcendancy of their autho
rity have rendered it incurable. Such of 
our authors as ihould attempt to introduce 
fome of thefe pieces to the French theatre, 
would have no great merit in retrench
ing fuch vain ornaments. I would re
commend them to chufe from thofe of 
Calderon. Moil of the other Spaniili 
comic poets recommence not, like him, 
their defedts by the originality of their 
invention. Lopez de Vega, the Spaniih 
author with whom llrangers are moil 
acquainted, and whom his countrymen, 
always emphatical in their eulogiums, 
extol as, admirable in lyric poetry, eloquent 
ln heroic, melodious in paforal, grave in epic, 
and ingenious and fertile in dramatic, * is 

ilill

The efxhex. fertile cannot be difputed him : it 
has been repeatedly faid, that he wrote three thoufand 
Pieces. When truth already furpaffes probability, 
exaggeration is at leaft ufelefs. Perez de Montalvan, 
who knevy Lopez de Vega, allows him but eighteen 
hundred comedies ; but thefe fufficiently entitle him 
to the epithet fertile. His cotemporaries affure us, 
that upon a hint from the king or fome courtier, he

P K compofed
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ilill more extravagant in his plots than 
Calderon. However, he was better ac

quainted

compofed a comedy in one night. Thefe rapid pro- 
du&ions had then a merit which at prefent they have 
not. They related fome „temporary anecdotes, and 
prefented good likeneffes of certain perfons whom the 
malignity of the court wifhed to turn into ridicule. 
They could not furvive thefe traníient circumftances. 
But few of them are now pleating to the modern 
Spaniards, and in the voluminous edition they have 
recently given ofthe works of Lopez de Vega, very few 
of thofe comedies are inferted. The principal among 
them is his Dorothea, which the Spaniards ilill coniider 
as a mailer piece of wit, fenfibility, and delicacy, but 
in which I found nothing but vulgar manners, de- 
icr-ibed in a perplexed ilyle; there are neverthelefs 
fome ingenious ideas and marks of fentiment. I open 
this comedy by accident, and find in the fianzas which 
Ferdinand lings in praife of Dorothea the following 
paflage : Between the moon and thy favour, and the fun 
and thy eyes, the earth of thy rigour places it[elf to caf a 

jhade and caufe eclipfes. In another place, fpeaking of 
his grief, óf which, he fays, he has no confidents but 
the rocks and wild beails, he adds: Phefe, by their roar
ings, fipread terror, and find in their entrails the echo of 
my complaints. An old woman who cajoles Dorotheas 
with no good intention, and who praifes her for the 
tañe of her drefs, fays to her, Behold thefe ornaments 
with which the fun might trim the robes of Bis planets.

Th®*
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quainted than any of his cotemporaries 
with the rules of the theatre. He has 
reconciled his countrymen to them. He 
perhaps would have had the honor of 
effeftinz a total revolution in their tafte 
had he had the courage to join example 
to precept; but he preferred to this the 
momentary fatisfaclion of flattering their 
foibles. Pofterity has paffed judgment 
upon this culpable complaifance. Few of 
his pieces have come down to us, whilft 
thofe of Calderon, more original, elegant 
and varied, with a greater juftnefs in his 
characters, are ftill received with trans
port in the prefent age. After Calderon, 
Moreto holds a diftinguifhed rank among 
the Spanilh dramatifts; but his plots 
are no lefs faulty, and his ftyle ftill more 
corrupt than thofe of the former; and 
the buffooneries of his Graciofos, which 
conftitute the chief merit of his pieces, 
Would not be buffered on our theatre.

The comedy of Dorothea, like moil of thofe of the 
Spaniih theatre, is full of fimilar witticifins, which 
Moliere would not have dared to give to his Precieufcs 
Ridicules,

P 3 Nearly
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Nearly the fame obfervations are true 
of Zamora, who wrote towards the 
end of the laft century. Cannizares, who 
began when Zamora was upon the de
cline, was fuccefsful in fome pieces which 
are ftill well received, called by the Spa
niards, Comedias de figurones; a kind of 
caricature farce in the ftyle of our Mon- 

Jieur de Pourceaugnac* , but which can 
only be relifhed by fpeélators who are 
well acquainted with the originals they 
are meant to fatirize. Such are Domine 
Lucas, and the Montane*  en la Corte, of 
which the vulgar buffoonery and gro- 
tefque fcenes would not fucceed upon 
our theatre, if even a number of circum-^ 
fiances, which exclufively relate to the 
cuftoms of the country, did not render 
them unintelligible.

The comedies which have appeared 
lince thefe, are without merit in the eyes 
of the Spaniards themfelves. This kind 
of literature has been left to the moil

A fayprite French comedy by Mojiere.

u ordinary
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ordinary writers who, without genius, 
and fervilely following their models, 
imitate their extravagance only, and 
feem to have nothing by view but to 
pleafe the populace in flattering their 
inclination to the marvellous, laviih- 
ing romantic adventures, and grofs wit- 
ticifms, and having recourfe to all the 
contemptible refources which fo ill fup- 
ply the want of real abilites. The men 
of letters who may have talents proper 
for the drama, defpairing to bring it 
among their countrymen to the rules 
of good tafte, cultivate other branches 
of literature.

They have, however, made fome at
tempts, the fuccefs of which has proved 
that what is really excellent pleafes 
in all countries. Several tranflations 
of the beft French tragedies have been 
well received by the fame public, which 
has been fo much accuftomed to the 
extravagance and buffoonery of the Spa- 
nifh theatre. Poets, ftill living, have 
Written fome tragedies invented by them-

P 4 felves,
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felves, and executed upon the models 
of thofe of the French ftage, that is 
to fay, freed from that irregularity of 
ftyle, complication of incidents, and that 
mixture of vulgar and wretched buf
foonery with the molt pathetic feenes, 
Their works, however, have only ex
cited a cold, admiration, and were foon 
obliged io give place to irregular pro
ductions which now reign without a 
rival.

Iheieaie, notwith Handing, fome mo
dern pieces which have atleaft the merit of 
faithfully delineating charaèters. Thefe 
are what the Spaniards call Saynetes or En- 
¿1 ernes, which are little pieces in one aét, 
as Ample in their plots as thofe- of great 
pieces ai e complicated. The manners and 
çhaiaétei of the inferior clafles of fo- 
ciety, and the petty interefts which aflo- 
ciate or divide them, are therein repre- 
fented in the moft ftriking manner. It 
is not an imitation but the thing itfelf. 
The fpe&ator feems to be fuddenly tranf- 
poited into a circle of Spaniards, where 

he 
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he is prefent at their amufements and 
little cavilings. The manner of drefs is ib 
faithfully copied that he is fometimes dif- 
gufted. He fees porters, flower girls, and 
fifti-women, who have all the geftures, 
manner and language of thofe he has 
feen a hundred times in the ftreet. For 
thefe kinds of chara&ers the Spaniih 
comedians have an admirable talent. 
Were they equally natural in every other 
they would be the firft actors in Eu
rope. The compofition of thefe little 
pieces, however, require no great talents. 
It might be fuppofed the author was 
afraid of going too far, and only waited 
for an expedient to withdraw himfelf 
from his embarraifment. He opens the 
door of a private houfe, and prefents, 
as by chance, fome of the feenes which 
moft commonly pafs in it; and as foon 
as he thinks the fpe&ator’s curiofity 
fatisfied, he ihuts the door and the piece 
concludes.

The Saynetes feem to have been in
vented to give relief to the attention of 

the
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the audience fatigued by following the 
intrigue of the great piece through its 
inextricable labyrinth. Their moft cer
tain effect is that of making you loofe 
the clew; for it feldom happens that 
the real Spaniih comedies are repre- 
fented without interruption. They are 
wmpofed of three adls, called Jornddas. 
After the fir ft adl comes the Saynete, 
and the warrior or king, whom you have 
feen adorned with a helmet or a crown, 
has frequently a. part in the little piece;• 
and to fpare himfelf the trouble of en
tirely changing his drefs, fometimes pre- 
ferves a part of his noble or royal gar
ments. His faih or buikin ftill appears 
from beneath the dirty*  cloak of a man 
of the loweit clafs, or the robe of an 
Alcalde. The ftranger, who is ignorant 
of the odd cuftom of joining together 
objects fo incongruous, imagines the hero 
who has fo long occupied his imagina*  
tion has aifumed a difguife ufeful to 
his purpofe; and ferioufly feeks for the 
connexion between that fcene and thofe

pre’
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preceding. When the Saynete is finiihed, 
the principal piece is continued.

After the fecond act, there is a new 
interruption longer than the firft; ano
ther Saynete begins, and is fucceeded 
by a fpecies of comic-opera, very ihort, 
and called Tonadilla. A Angle aélrefs 
frequently performs the whole, ihe re
lates, in finging, either an uninterefting 
adventure, or fome trivial maxims of 
gallantry ; if ihe be a favourite with the 
public, and her indecent manner fatif- 
fies the admirers of this infipid and 
fometimes fcandalous reprefentation, ihe 
obtains the applaufe, which ihe never 
fails to folicit at the conclufion, and the 
third aét of the great piece is permitted 
to begin. It may be imagined what be
comes of illufion and intereil after thefe 
interruptions, on which account, it is 
not uncommon to fee, after the Tona
dilla is finiihed, the audience diminilh and 
become reduced to the few who are unac
quainted with theprincipal piece, or whofe 
curiofity is itrong enough to make them 

Wait
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wait co lee the unravelling. From what 
has been faid, it may be judged that 
the Spaniards feel but tew lively, ftrong 
or contrived emotions, which in other 
countries are the -delight of the lovers 
of the dramatic art. The Saynetes and 
Tonadillas are frequently in Spain what 
are moft attractive in thefe fl range med
leys, and it mu ft be confeffed the au*  
ditor may be fatisfied with them when 
he goes to the theatre to relax, and not 
agreeably to employ, his mind. After a 
fliort refidence in Spain, it is eafy to 
conceive the attraction which the Say- 
netes and Tonadillas may have for the 
people of the country. Manners, drefs, 
adventuies and muiic; all are national; 
beildes, theie are frequently prefented 
m thefe little pieces two ipecies of beings 
peculiar to Spain, and Whofe manners 
and expieffions ought to be held in con
tempt ; but which, on the contrary, are 
the objeCts of much mirth and plea- 
laiiiiy, and fometimes of imitation, 
i heie aie the Mxijos and the MLajas on 

th« 
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the one part,and the Gitanos and Gitanas 
on the other.

The Maj os are beaux of the lower 
clafs, or rather bullies, whofe grave and 
frigid pompofity is announced by their 
whole exterior. They have an accent, 
habit and gefture peculiar to themfelves. 
Their countenance, half concealed under 
a brown fluff bonnet, called Mont er a t 
bears the character of threatening feve- 
rity, or of wrath, which feems to brave 
perfons the moft proper to awe them 
into refpedt, and which, is not foftened 
even in the prefence of their miftrefs. The 
officers of juftice fcarcely dare attack 
them. The women, intimidated by 
their terrible afpeCt, feem to wait with 
refignation the foft caprice of thefe 
Petty fultans. If they are provoked by 
any freedoms, a gefture of impatience, a 
menacing look, fometimes a long ra- 
pier or a poniard concealed under their 

’'vide cloak, announce that they cannot 
Permit familiarity with impunity. The 
Majas, qh their parts, rival thefe caprices 

as
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as much as their feeble means will pep 
•mit; they feemtomake a ftudyof effron- 
tery. The licentioufnefs of their man
ners appears in their attitudes, adtiohs, 
and expreflions; and when lewdnefs in 
their perfons is cloathed with every 
wanton form, all the epithets which 
admiration can infpire are laviihed upon 
them. This is the difagreeable fide of 
the picture. But if the' fpedlator goes 

■ with a difpofition, not very fcrupulous,
to the reprefentation in which the Maj as 
figure; when he becomes familiarized 
to manners very little conformable 
to the virtues of the fex, and the 
means of infpiring ours with favourable 
fentiments, he fees in each of them the 
moil feducing prieftefs that ever pre*  
fided at the altars of Venus. Their im
pudent affectation is no more than a 
poignant allurement, which introduces 
into the fenfes a delirium that the wifeft 
can fcarcely guard againil, and which, 
if it infpire not love, at leaft promifes 
much pleafure.

The
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The moil indulgent perfons will,, 
however, be difpleafed that the Majos 
and Maj as are thus received upon the 
theatre, and preferve their allurements 
even in the circles of good company. 
In moil countries the inferior clafles 
think ic an honour to ape their fupe- 
riors; in Spain it is the contrary, in 
many refpeCts. There are, among both 
fexes, perfons of diftinguifhedrank, who 
feek their models among the heroes of 
the populace, who imitate their drefs, 
¡manners, and accent, and are flattered 
when, it is faid of them, He is very like a 
Mojo,—One‘would take her for a Maj a. This 
is, indeed, renouncing the nobility of 
one of the fexes, and the decency which 
conftitutes the principal charm of the 
other.

The Gitanos and Git anas, ftill more 
dangerous than the Majos and Majas, 
oaight be the objects of the fame re
flections. They are, in faCt, a kind of 
gipfies who run about the country, lead 
a diflolute life, tell fortunes, exercife
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all kinds of fufpicious profeflions, have 
among themfelves a language, particular 
figns, and the appearance of dexterous 
knaves who prey upon the innocent. 
This clafs of vagabonds, of which fo- 
ciety ought to be purged, has hitherto 
been tolerated *;  and characters are 
given to them upon the ftage, amufing 
by their originality and their refem- 
blance to the models of which they are 
the copies; but their effect renders vice 
familiar by concealing its deformity un
der a gay exterior. They are, if I may 
fo fay, the lhepherds of the Spaniih 
llage, certainly lefs infipid, but at the 
fame time lefs innocent than thofe of 
ours. Their tricks, plots, and amo-

* Two years ago, the king, in confequence of 
reprefentations from the council of Caftile, which 
conftantly watches over the manners of the country, 
ordered a kind of edift to be published, which 
relates to this wandering race, and forbids the 
Gitanos from living in troops and in places diffi
cult of accefs, and from continuing their name, 
language and figns, and, befides, offers them the 
means of becoming ufeful and refpeftful citizens.

rous 
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rous intrigues, fuited to their manners, 
are the fubjeéls of feveral faynetes and 
tonadillas, and probably ferve as leffons 
to fome of the fpeélators.

It appears to me that the Spaniards, 
more than other nations, have loft fight 
of the influence the theatre might have 
upon public morals. By confining the 
funétions of Thalia to her motto, not 
perfedlly applicable in my opinion (Caf- 
tigat ridendo mores) they are reduced to 
the correcting of fome ridiculous ab- 
furdities, by amufing and interefting a 
chofen part of the nation. Comedy, I 
think, might have a more ufeful and 
extended purpofc ; and notwithftanding 
the authority of our beft pieces, and 
the cenfures of the critics, it inclines 
to this in France. If the aim of the 
conaic mufe ihould be, indeed, the im
provement of morals, why does not file 
more frequently prefent us models of 
virtue, more within our reach and eafier 
of imitation than thofe of our trage
dies ? If patriotifm, the love of glory,

Vol. II. heroic
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heroic virtues and philofophy of an or
der fuperior to the ordinary claffes pe
netrate our minds at the reprefcntation 
of one of our bed tragedies, why ihould 
not they be foftened, warmed and im
proved by the affeéting reprefentation 
of virtues more frequently in ufe ? and 
who would then dare to fay, that co
medy was not one of the mod fucceff- 
ful teachers of morality ? Do not we 
too frequently fee how fuccefsfully vice 
borrows the mafk of Thalia ? Why 
ihould it not then be employed in the 
iervice of virtue ? The Spaniards, our 
predeceffors if not our maders, our guides 
if not our models, in the drama, have 
been lefs timid than we. They have, in 
their ancient comedies» powerful exam
ples of every virtue which can be re
commended to a people ; loyalty, firm- 
nefs, judice and beneficence. What
ever may be faid to the contrary, and 
notwithdanding the extravagance which 
ferves as a canvafs to the poet, and the 
exaggeration of the features of the pic
ture he gives, people leave thefe repre- 

fen-
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fentations more difpofed to the exercife 
of thofe virtues, than they would be 
after the performance of the bed pieces 
entirely comic, in which the poet con
fines himfelf to placing a well-drawn 
character in different fituations, and 
whence leffons of a vicious tendency and 
malignity are rather learned than thofe 
of goodnefs. I compare not the talents 
neceffary to excel in either kind of 
Writing; I fpeak of their moral effect 
only, and am free to fay, that in this 
point of view, it is to be regretted that 
governments take not more effectual 
means to recall comedy to the aid of 
virtue; whereas, on the contrary, they 
have differed it to ridicule what ought 
to be held in the higheft refpedt

In their modern productions, equally 
irregular and immoral, the Spaniards 
have gone greater lengths than we 
have. Not only the mod generally re
ceived propriety is facrificed in them, 
hut they contain a defcription of every 
kind of vice and debauchery, without 

n -7 exci- 
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exciting the horror they ihould infpire. 
The confpiracies of.afon againft a fa
ther, the brutality of huibands, the in
fidelity of wives, even the plottings of 
malefactors who efcape puniihment, all 
are hazarded by the authors, fuffered by 
the police, and well received by the 
public. The confequences of this tole
rance are, however, important, particu
larly in Spain, where the theatre is fre
quented by every clafs of citizens, and 
may infeCt, with the venom diitilled 
there, the higher as well as lower ranks 
of fubjeCts. The populace feems to be 
the principal objeft the authors and 
aClors have in view ; and the greater o 
number of frequenters of the theatres, 
are of that defcription. Their fancies 
muft be pleafed, and their perverfe taftes 
flattered; and the tumultuous manner in 
which they exprefs their coarfe fenfations, 
intirely drowns the lefs noify approbation 
of the more enlightened part of the audi
ence ; perhaps the only example of the kind 
in a government of the nature of thofe 
in which the common people are but 

little
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little confidered, and fafhioned to the 
yoke of a power which may almoft be 
ftiled arbitrary.

We ihould be naturally led to fuppofe 
a theatre, under fo little reftraint, muft 
prevent perfons, who by their age and 
profeffions are more particularly obliged 
to preferve an appearance of decency, 
from frequenting it; for which reafon 
a ftrariger is not a little aftonifhed to fee 
at thefe reprefentations, in which mo- 
defty and morality are fo often infulted, 
trot only young perfons of exterior mo- 
deity, but ecclefiaftics, whofe grave 
countenance and drefs, auliere in its 
fimplicity, might be expeCted to impofe 
an awe upon licentioufnefs. A wife 
Pagan formerly left the theatre of Rome, 
for fear of authorizing, by his prefence, 
the diforders there defcribed in colours 
at which his virtue was offended. Spaniih 
Priefts, intolerant in the moft trifling ob
jects, are not fo fcrupulons. If their vir
tue be above fcandal, ought not they to 
fear the effeCt of an example, which, in a 
country -where they have fo much in-

Q 3 fluence,
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fluence, muft become authority ? But 
each country has its cuftoms and inco
herences. In other nations eccleiiaftics 
never appear in prophane theatres, and 
yet in other places permit themfelves 
the greateft irregularities.

To reform the Spaniih theatre, a con
currence of circumftances, which are 
ftill wanting to that part of admini- 
Itration, would be neceffary. The fo- 
vereign who, in this refpeét as well as 
in fo many others, might have the 
greateft influence, is totally indifferent 
about theatrical amufements. The the
atre of Saragoffa having been burned a 
few years ago, the director of the king’s 
confcience, who feemingly had forgotten
that fire from heaven had deftroyed more 
than one temple, wifhed to reprefent that 
accident as a proof of divine wrath. The 
inhabitants at Saragoffa ftrove to appeafe 
the anger of heaven by baniihing from 
their city all profane fpedlacles. Had the 
king’s confeffor been liftenedto, the fame 
fentence would have been pronounced 

againft 
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againft all that were in the kingdom. 
The good fenfe of the king protedted 
them againft the blind zeal of the di
rector; he thought it fufficient to have 
ihut up thofe of Buen Retiro and his 
other palaces: he continued to tole
rate the reft: this was all his goodnefs 
permitted him to do. The particular 
management of thefe amufements efcapes 
his obfervation. His minifters, who are 
moftly near his perfon, cannot give 
them much of their attention.

At Madrid, the police of the theatre 
is divided between the corregidor, the 
city magiftracy, and the alcaldes de 
corte; but the limits of their jurifdic- 
tion are ill defined ; and from this un
certain authority refult the diforders 
which every one fees, and nobody has 
the power of fuppreffing. The pieces, 
the admiffion of which is accompanied 
with many difficulties and formalities, 
efcape from a fimilar reafon the animad- 
verfion of their examiners..

Before 
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Before they are permitted to be per
formed, they have to pafs through the 
hands of three or four cenfors. It might 
be fuppofed that this excefs of precau
tion would banifh from thefe compofi- 
tions every thing which can offend re
ligion or decency Each cenfor confides 
in the care and attention of his aifociate. 
A fuperficial examination does not permit 
them either to forefee the fcandal which 
feveral expreffions, fometimes unintelligi
ble to them, may produce ; or that which 
may refult from certain fcenes with the 
theatrical e fie ch of which they are un
acquainted ; and the fenfible part of the 
audience is aftonifhed at feeing, after, 
fo many precautions, the ftage difgraced 
by immoral pieces, at which decency 
and tafte are equally ihocked. The 
cenfors, befides, are frequently infe&ed 
with the general contagion ; they fear 
but little the confequences of an abufe, 
the effects of which are flow and unper
ceived by thofe who confjder only the 
prefent moment. Courage would be ne- 
ceffary to take fuddcnly from the people 

the 
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the favourite objeéts of their affeétion, 
and not to yield to the reprefentations 
of the comedians whofe receipts would 
fuffer fome diminution, about which 
lcruples might arife. Reformation is thus 
retarded by weaknefs, excefs of caution, 
and becaufe no perlon fuffidently con
cerns himfelf in the matter, to with- 
ftand the clamours of the aétors and 
the populace.

I . ,

There have been in the prefent reign, 
however, examples of bold reforms, 
which cannot be too loon repeated to 
compleat the poliihing of the Spaniih 
nation. Government has entirely abo- 
liihed the Autos Sacramentales, in which 
angels, faints and virtues, perfonified, 
Were exhibited, to the fcandal of re
ligion and common fenfe ; ridiculous 
pieces, in which Calderon had dif- 
played all the extravagance of his ima
gination. The reprefentation of feveral 
other pieces is alfo fuppreifed. Thefe 
were in the clafs of ordinary comedies, 
and contained fcenes not lefs fcandalous 

in
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in throwing ridicule upon religion ; fuch 
were Los Zelos de San J&fef, La Princefa 
Ramera, Virgin y Martyr, &c. Dramas, 
in which the fimpljcity of an earlier age, 
no doubt, found edification, while the 
progrefs of knowledge and modern de
pravity finds in them nothing but im
piety or indecency. While I was at Ma
did, this prohibition was extended to 
other compofitions of the fame kind, 
which had been protected, nobody knows 
how, until the prefent age. Thefe were 
Cain de Catalunya, in which the enmity 
between two brothers, and the murder 
of the youngeit were defcribed in the 
manner and expreflions found in the 
Bible, in the hiftory of the Death of 
Abel; and LI Diablopredicador (the Devil 
turned preacher) a comedy, which I faw 
ieveral times reprefented, and of which 
the author of Eflays upon. Spain has 
given a good abftradt. The devil con
demned by the Almighty to take th® 
frock in a convent of Francifcans, 
preaches there charity, performs mi
racles, torments the monks by his fe- 

verity,
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verity, frightens them by his fudden ap
pearance when they imagine him at a 
great diftance, and produces fcenes 1 eally 
comic, to which nothingbutanotnermode 
of introducing them could have been de
fired. The prefent adminiftration is too 
wife not to purfue this plan of reform, 
and not infenfibly to infpire the Spa
niards with a more rational tafte.

Befides the corre&ion of the moral 
defeat of the theatre, another revolution 
in the mechanical part remains to be 
•effe&ed. This has been begun in the 
prefent reign, by the attention of fome 
perfons of underftanding. I he deco
rations are better underftood, and the 
drefles more in character than formerly. 
The Spanilh theatre had weaker begin
nings than ours, and, in fome places, 
preferves the forms of its infancy. Two 
parallel curtains, facing the fpectatois, 
compofed the whole mechanilm of the 
theatre, and this fimplicity. was ftill 
found in fome theatres which I entered 
in Spain. The prompter, for want of 

a pro-
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a proper fituation, and finding no room 
between the fide fcenes, Hands behind 
the fecond curtain, his candle in one 
hand and the book in the other, and 
runs acrofs the ftage to affift the adior 
who is in want of his aid ; this, by the. 
tranfparency of the curtain, is feen by 
all the fpedfators, and adds to their 
amufement. But in well-contrived the
atres, as thofe of Madrid, and other 
great cities, the fide-fcenes, green-room, 
changes of decoration, and place of the 
prompter refemble our own. A ftranger 
is, however, furprized to hear the 
prompter recite all the parts almoft as 
loud as the adtors, and is tempted to 
requeft the latter to be filent, to let him, 
who fo well fupplies the places of them 
all, fpeak alone.

The Spaniih theatres are divided into 
five parts; the Apojentos, or two ranges of 
boxes, of which the upper part of the 
edifice confifts. The Cazuela, a kind of 
amphitheatre at the bottom, into which 
none but women, covered with their 

veils, 
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veils, are admitted, and who might be 
taken for a company of nuns, were it 
poffible for the mind to be fo abfent as 
to confound things facred with profane. 
Las Gradas, another amphitheatre under 
the boxes on each fide of the theatre, 
and where perfons who love to be at 
their eafe are placed. The Patio, which 
anfwers to the parterre or pit, but for 
the moft part contains the meaneft of 
the people, who fufficiently difplay their 
vulgarity, ignorance, and rags. The 
Luneta which correfponds with the 
French parquet *,  and receives much the 
fame company. The adtors often apof- 
trophize thefe five claifes of fpedlators, 
under the name of Mofqueteros, and la- 
viih upon them all the infipid epithets 
which they think likely to gain their 
fuffrages. Thefe flatteries are not fpared 
upon the Patio, which is always noify, 
and as difficult as if it had a right to be fo. 
When we obferve the attention the cojne-

* A11 enclofed place between the pit and the 
»rcheftra in the French theatre.

dians
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dians pay to this part of the audience, 
we cannot but recolledt the Indians wor- 
fhipping the devil, or the honey cake 
thrown by the Sibyl into the jaws of 
Cerberus.

Thefe infipid homages are rendered 
after every piece to the audience in ge
neral, and are degrading to the come
dians, who are not treated with lefs ri
gour, when they have the misfortune 
to difpleafe the public. At Madrid they 
are divided into two theatres, that of 
De la Cruz, and that of Du Principe, who 
are joined in one intcreft, but fepa- 
rated by vanity. The partifans of the 
former are diftinguilhed by the epithet 
of Polacos (Polilh) and thofe of the latter 
by that of Chorizos (Saufages) odd names, 
the etymology of which is a matter of 
no importance, but which ferve to rally 
the fpirit of party, and are motives of 
emulation to the adtors of the two the
atres, much lefs to improve their talents 
than to increafe their audience, and con- 
fequently their revenues. Each theatre 

has 
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has for manager one of the comedians, 
who every year, at the approach of Eafter, 
diffolves and recompofes his company 
according to his fancy. Tliofe whofe 
talents are approved of by the public, 
then treat with both managers, and eh*  
gage with him who has moft cunning or 
generofity. It may be fuppofcd the Gra- 
ciofos are not forgotten in this periodical 
arrangement.

Of thefe there are two principal ones at 
Madrid, who, excepting a little exaggera
tion, would be well received as Wf^upon 
every other theatre. The two managers 
agree to take each of them one, as well as 
to divide the principal adtors, leaft there 
ihould be in their companies too great an 
inequality, by which they would both 
fuller. Befide thefe, they have each of 
them performers of both fexes, whofe ta
lents are much efteemed by the public ; 
but they are of a nature more proper for 
parade, than for the real theatre of Th alia. 
All thofe who ftudy nature, who add 
cheerfulnefs to the graces, the force of 

fentiment
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fentiment to noblenefs of expreflion, and 
render the art of declamation the filter 
and rival of the fine arts, are little known 
in Spain. The comedians of that king
dom are confined to the fervile imitation 
of the models before their eyes, in their 
drefs, manners and inflexions of voice. 
They know not how to create imaginary 
but yet poffible charaXers, and repre
fent princes as haughty without being 
boifterous, or lovers as impaflioned 
without lofing fight of decency; in 
which, declamation cofts not the lungs 
continual and monotonous efforts, but is 
varied according to the afteXions of the 
mind, in which geftures, modified by the 
fame caufes, are varied and expreffive, 
without being lefs noble or true, and 
nature embelliihed without being dif- 
guifed. Inftead of effeXing this, upon 
whichthe improvement of the art depends, 
the Spanilh comedians, once removed 
from objeXs within their reach, forget 
every rule, exaggerate and disfigure every 
thing, and inftead of oeconomifing their 
ftrengthto obtain an end, exhauft them- 

felves
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felves in going beyond it. Their angry 
women become furies, their heroes 
braggadocios, their confpirators vile 
malefaXors, and their tyrants mere 
butchers. If they have fomething gal
lant to fay, their manner and tone of 
voice are molt infipid. They roar inftead 
of fobbing ; their fighs fatigue and fome- 
times terrify the audience, but are never 
moving. Scenes which might be pathe
tic, either become unintcrefting or excite 
laughter. The geftures are well fuited 
•to the declamation. Moft of them are 
forced and improper, and all are confined 
within a narrow circle. Invented by folly*  
they are confecrated by cuftom, from 
which no aXor dares to depart. They 
are undoubtedly far different from thofe 
of Clairon, le Kain, Garrick and other 
modern aXors and aXrefles who might 
be mentioned. For which reafons, co
medians in Spain, notwithftanding the 
Indulgence with which prejudice and 
even religion treat their profeflion, 
are confidered as mercenaries, admitted 
mto fociety as jugglers who amufe for a 

Vol.IL R moment 
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moment, and are fent away after being 
paid ; whilft, in other countries, where 
civil and religious prejudices are more 
unfavourable to them, the juft admira
tion they infpire raifes them to the level 
of great artifts, and almoft to that of 
men of genius. This proves public opi
nion not to be always inflexible in its 
decifions, and that this tyrant which 
reigns over every thing is, in turn, fub- 
jedted by a certain degree of fuccefs.

Since the death of Ferdinand VI. whofe 
fplendid court had an Italian theatre 
which rivalled the firft of thofe in Italy's 
there has been no theatre in Spain but 
a national one. Charles III. however? 
has lately permitted in the capital an 
Italian comic opera which is much fre
quented ; and ftill more recently an 
attempt has been made to introduce 
there French comedy. Subfcriptions 
were opened to this efiedt, but the de
votees cabaled ; they were more fcanda- 
lized at the Mifanthrope and Athaliah 
than at the indecencies of their Saynetes.

The
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The French dramatic pieces, faid they, 
are filled with maxims of toleration; 
they breathe too much modern philo- 
fophy. They enumerate thirteen here
tical aflertions in the Angle piece of Pyg
malion. The general hofpital alfo, a 
part of the revenues of which arife 
from the contributions of the two Spa- 
niih theatres, exprefled its fears leaft its 
receipt ihould be diminiihed. The mo
narch y flded to this double claim of 
fcruple and charity; and th*e  Thalia 
of France, who already faw the doors 
of the Spaniih theatre open to receive 
her, was thruft from them, perhaps, for 
a long time.

I fhall conclude what I had to fay of 
my long refidence at Madrid with this 
impartial defcription of the theatre of 
Spain, in which the Spaniards them- 
felves cannot but acquiefce, and fliall 
next conduct my reader to the only 
royal manfion of which I have not yet 
fpoken; that of Aranjuez, where the 
court pafles three months in the year;

R 2 from
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from the Monday after Eafter week to 
the end of the month of June.

I he road from Madrid to Aranjuez is 
one of the fineft in Europe. It croiles 
the famous bridge of Toledo, built by 
Philip II. and, which it has been faid, 
wanted only a river. The bridge haS 
nothing remarkable except its length 
and breadth ; it is befides a maffive ftruc- 
tuie, and the parapets are loaded with 
ill-chofen ornaments. When the Man
zanares is very low, which is moil com
monly the cafe, this little river is ford
able, and the bridge avoided, which cuts 
off a quarter of a league in croiling the 
fine part of the environs of Madrid 
called las Delicias, a walk confifting of 
two divergent alleys which terminate at 
the canal of Manzanares.

This canal was begun under the ad- 
minim ation of M. de Grimaldi, and was 
to join the Manzanares at the Tagus. 
Scarcely were three leagues of it finiihed 
when a want of capital and induftry

OF S P A-I N. 245

fufpended the works. The only ad
vantage derived from it is the pro
duce of a few mills; and this is abforbed 
in the repair of bridges, fluices, and the 
falaries of the perfons employed. For 
in Spain, as in other countries, fcarcely 
is an eftabliihment begun before the ex- 
pences of flipporting it are as confide- 
table as if it were compleated. But the 
aftivity given to all the branches of ad- 
miniftration will foon have its effect 
upon the canal of Manzanares. The 
mills upon it are already ufeful to the 
undertakings of the bank, charged with 
victualling the army, and the canal it- 
felf will in a fhort time become a part 
of that which, as we have already ob- 
ferved, is to crofs all the interior part 
°f Spain. The Manzanares is fordable 
a little beyond the bridge of Toledo, and 
on the other fide begins the fine road 
of Aranjuez, whence are feen fome groups 
of olive trees which announce to the 
traveller that he approaches their native 
foil, la Mancha, the kingdom of Valen
cia, and Andalufia. After having jour- 
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neyed fix leagues, on a narrow and even 
road, you defcend by a fpiral declivity 
to the charming valley of Aranjuez.

The Xarama, which you crofs over a 
very fine ftone bridge, runs at the foot of 
the hills, by which the river is formed, 
to the north. As foon as you arrive in 
this valley, the dry and naked plains of 
Caftile difappear, and are fucceeded by 
a richer foil, where you travel in the 
ihade, ferenaded by the noife of caf- 
cades and the murmur of rivulets. The 
meadows are enamelled with flowers, 
and the paftures difplay the moft lively 
and variegated colours. Vegetation ap
pears in all its richnefs, and proclaims 
a neighbouring river which, with its be
neficent waters, fertilifes and vivifies the 
landscape. The Tagus, which enters 
the valley at the eaft end, runs in 
meanders for two’ leagues, and, after 
having reflected the images of the moft 
beautiful plantations, joins the Xarama.

The

o F S P AIN. 247

The learned find in this junction 
the etymology of the name of Aian- 
juez. They tell us the ancients eredted 
temples at the confluence of rivets; that 
there was one in honour of Jupiter at 
that of the Tagus and Xarama; and 
that thence is derived the name Aram- 
Jovis, whence Aranjuez by corruption. 
However ancient the name may be the 
embelliihments of Aranjuez are modern.

The firft Spaniih monarch who refided 
there for a confiderable length of time 
was Charles V. He began to build the 
palace his fucceflors have inhabited, and 
to which Ferdinand VI. and Charles III. 
have each added a wing. In this new 
form, it is ftill lefs a royal manfion than 
a very agreeable country-houfe mon de
lightfully fituated, where art has done 
nothing more than make an advan
tageous ufe of the advances of natuie. 
The Tagus which runs in a right line 
to the eaftern front, glides Dy the par
terre, and forms almoft under the win
dows an artificial cafcade.

R 4 A fmall
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A fmall arm of the river efcapes from 
the cafcade, and fo elofely wafhes the 
walls of the palace, that from the ter
race the monarch may take the diverfion 
of fifhing. This arm afterwards rejoins 
the river, and thus forms a pleafant 
ifland, which is a vaft garden of an ir
regular form, in which ihade and freih 
air are conftantly found. In every fea- 
fen the warblings of birds, added to the 
murmurs of the waters of the Tagus, 
and of thofe which are fpouted from 
the feveral fountains fimply decorated, 
form a concert much lefs fatiguing to 
the mind than the languid and unvary
ing pleafures which magnificence leads 
in its train. While wandering amid 
the groves and thickets, or the laby
rinth of the winding walks, and enjoy
ing the luxury and calm of Nature, we 
imagine ourfelves in the midft of rural 
folitude, and forget the vicinity of the 
court, the perplexity of intrigue, and 
the folicitudes of ambition. If we ap
proach the palace, filled with the pleaf- 
jng ideas iiifpired by the afylum we have

OF SPAIN.

quitted, we cannot but refledt on the 
viciffitude of human affairs. This, we 
exclaim, is the peaceful retreat of a mo
narch, whofe laws are obeyed beyond 
the immenfe ocean to the extremities 
of the Andes, and the moft diftant 
iflands of the Indian Archipelago. In 
this palace was it that Charles V. and 
Philip II. agitated Europe by their tur
bulent politics. Hence was the league 
which difputed the crown of France 
with the prince called to it by birth
right and the wiihes of his people, fup- 
ported by the court of Madrid. At pre
fent a defendant of Henry IV. reigns 
there in peace; he poffefies a throne 
whence the moft dangerous enemies of 
his houfe have difappeared. He en
larges and embellifhes their abode. In 
fad, Charles V. and Philip II. would 
find feme difficulty in recognizing 
Aranjuez, which by the attention and 
improvements of the two laft kings 
has been rendered one of the moft pleaf- 
jng palaces in Europe.

The
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The principal alleys, that efpecially 
of the Calk de la Reyna, which is the 
favourite walk of the court, were planted 
long before their time; The height of 
the trees, their enormous trunks and 
thick foliage, atteft their antiquity and 
the fertility of the foil in which they 
have flouriihed for feveral centuries. But 
thefe are not the only ornaments of the 
valley of Aranjuez. Under Ferdinand VI. 
this palace confifted of little elfe than 
the caftle. A few poor houfes fcattered 
over uneven and rugged ground at fome 
diftance from the royal habitation, 
ferved to lodge ambaftadors and the no- 
bles and gentry who followed the court. 
Thefe huts have given place to regular, 
though not magnificent, buildings. The 
ftreets are ftreight and wide, perhaps 
too wide for the height of the houfes 
and the heat of the climate. The plan, 
after which the new village of Aranjuez 
was built, was given by the marquis of 
Grimaldi, who, before he became firft 
minifter to his Catholic majefty, had 
refided at the Hague as his reprefen- 

tative.
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tative. He had there conceived the 
idea of forming in the centre of Caftile 
a kind of Dutch village. His plan was 
accepted. The principal ftreets of Aran
juez are fhaded by two double rows of 
trees, between which runs a river that 
keeps them continually freih.

The village is feparated from the caftle 
by a large, but irregular fquare, deco
rated with a fountain. To crofs the 
fquare in the hot feafon, a part of which 
the court paifes at Aranjuez, was a pain
ful talk, from which the beneficent mag
nificence of the fovereign has exempted 
thofe by whom he is approached. From 
one of the ftreets of Aranjuez there 
runs a covered portico, which is conti
nued to the buildings adjoining to the 
palace.

It would require too much time to 
conduct the reader through all the fine 
plantations of Aranjuez; I ihall fpeak 
only of the principal. Arriving from 
Madrid we crofs a circular fpace called 

Las 
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Las doce calles, from twelve allies which 
there terminate. One of the allies leads 
to the entrance of Las Huertas, a large 
enclofure, in which we cannot but admire 
the aftoniihing fertility of the foil of 
Aranjuez. All kinds of fruit trees, 
flowers, and vegetables luxuriantly flou- 
riih beneath the ihade of trees whofe 
tops are fometimes loft in the clouds. 
If the traveller withes to fee more rich 
cultivation, and on a larger fcale, he 
muft take the road for Toledo and crofs 
the Campo Flamenco, which undoubtedly 
takes its name from the refemblance it 
bears to the fine fields of Flanders. The 
Cortijo is alfo worthy of his particular 

^attention. This is a large enclofure ihut 
in on the fide to the north by hills, 
and on the other by a latticed barrier, 
within which the foil, cultivated with 
particular care, repays with intereft the 
■labours of the huibandman, and the at
tention of the king, who has caufed it to 
be planted with vine-fuckers, brought 
from different parts of his kingdom.

Taftly,

OF SPAIN. 253

Laftly, the Huerta de Falentia prefents 
the traveller with various new and fuc- 
cefsful modes of cultivation, and, as it 
were, a foretafte of that kingdom. Be- 
fides fields of flax, vineyards, and arti
ficial meadows, there are mulberry plan
tations, and a building confecrated to 
the produce of the precious infed: which 
feeds upon their leaves. But the Calle 
de la Reyna, which, If I may fo fpeak, 
forms the angle of the plantations of 
Aranjuez, is that which is moft known 
and remarkable in them. Its direction, 
for about half a league, is from eaft to 
Weft, and its termination at the foot of 
a ftone bridge lately built over the 
Tagus. It is renewed on the other 
fide, continues to much the fame dif- 
tance, and again terminates by a bridge 
over the fame river, the windings of 
which can only be difcovered by the 
imagination, while it wanders through 
a valley ihaded with groves of high trees, 
which at intervals conceal its courfe. 
Behind one of thefe thick curtains is a 
cafcade heard at a great diftance, the 

noife 
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noife of which is the only disturbance 
Suffered by the tranquility of this Soli
tary place. If with intention to dis
cover this cafcade we pafs, the Second 
bridge of the Tagus, and follow the 
courfe of the river, it is impoffible not 
to be delighted with the beauty of the 
profpedts from the banks. In the happy 
confufion of the trees which line its bor
ders, we recognize that Nature which 
art, taking for her model, imperfectly imi
tates in her feeble productions. Nature is 
no where more varied in her Sportive ca
prices. Here the trees Seem to have 
changed their element, and plunge their 
green tops into the waters of the Tagus. 
There knotted trunks, placed as in equi
librium on the banks, are ready to efcape 
from the earth, and wait but for the 
northern blait to obftruCt with their 
Spreading branches the courfe of the 
river by which they are watered. As 
we advance, the ftream reflects the tufts 
of waving ihrubs which, according to 
the idea of the Abbé de Lille, receive 

verdure 

OF SPAIN. 255

verdure in exchange for the decoration 
they afford.

If we retire from the banks, the fame 
pleafing diforder reigns in the wood, 
which is Sufficiently thick to afford a 
fhade, without making it too difficult 
to find a paffage through it. At length 
We approach the cafcade which had 
awakened our curiofity. We arrive at 
it through thick buihes, and by zigzag 
paths; the objeCt of it is to take from 
the Tagus a part of its waters. The 
arm turned from the bed of that river, 
runs in a deep ditch between artificial 
banks, and goes to water Some of the 
plantations of Aranjuez, and to provide 
more at hand for the wants of the inha
bitants. But Shade and verdure inftantly 
ceafe. Nothing is here Seen but the 
naked hills which form the inclofure 
of the valley, and the fpe&ator cannot 
but admire the art with which the pic
ture is finished to recompence, as much as 
poffible, the coarfenefs of its frame.
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At the foot of thefe hills are ftables 
of breeding mares, belonging to the king 
of Spain, and in which the breed of 
Spaniih horfes is ftill preferred in all its 
ancient beauty. The building has for 
infcription, Vento gravidas ex prole putaris. 
By their race or breed you would imagine 
them prolific by the winds: the fwiftnefs 
of the horfes bred here juftifies the 
infcription; but they are exclufively 
referved to the fervice of the king and 
his family. Leaving this building to 
the left, you enter large walks which 
terminate at the Calle de la Reyna.

The high trees, of which I have 
fpoken, are not the only ornaments of 
this alley. It is edged on both fides with 
tufted copies which render its regula
rity more agreeable. Here the numerous 
herds of deer which furnilh amufement 
for the royal family, and, as at St. II- 
defonfo, feem confcious they have ob
tained a fecurity that Nature appeared 
to have denied them, bound and run.

They
I
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They are feen peaceably feeding by the 
fide of the great walk, and when they fly 
at the approach of any perfon, they feem 
lefs under the influence of their natu
ral timidity than defirous to difplay 
their agility.

But the garden of the Primavera, or 
of the fpring, is the greateft ornament of 
the Calle de la Reyna, at the fame time 
that it delightfully perfumes the air du
ring the feafon of which it bears the 
name. It extends, for the fpace of a mile, 
along one of the fides, and is feparated 
from it by a low wall upon which is a 
lattice barrier. The fertility of the foil 
of the valley appears in all its richnefs 
In this garden. The greateft part of it 
is dedicated to ufeful cultivation. Po
mona and Flora reign jointly, and mu
tually prefent each other their charms. 
Fruits and flowers flouriih there in per
fection. The groves oppofe their hof- 
pitable ihades to the noontide heat. 
Copies of odoriferous fhrubs perfume the 
morning air, and the balmy vapours

Vol. II. S they
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they exhale, fall at fun-fet to add to 
the charms of the evening walk.

When I arrived in Spain, all the 
ground between the inclofure of the gar
den and the primitive banks of the Ta
gus, was uncultivated. The prince of 
Afturias, by his tafte and attention, con
verted this into one of the moil pleaf- 
ing parts of the valley. He ordered 
fome ufelefs trees, which ihaded this 
fertile foil, to be cut down; grafs plats, 
ihrubberies and parterres have fucceeded 
them, and paths wind acrofs this new 
treafure of vegetation. From one fpring 
to another a vail: garden was produced, 
infinitely varied in its form as well as 
productions, which bears the name of 
its projector.

A little dock-yard is contrived within 
its inclofure, and communicates by an 
eafy defcent with the Tagus. In this yard 
are carried on the works of a navy 
in miniature, which has its builders, 
failors, and veflels. Farther on was a
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kind of port, defended by a battery pro
portioned to the place. A few hand- 
fome gondolas are anchored under its 
protection, and ferve for the recreations 
of the younger branches of the royal 
family. There are likewife little frigates, 
elegantly decorated, the guns of which 
reply to the artillery of the port. The 
noife of their cannon, the huzzas of 
the failors, and the difplay of the flags 
and ftreamers, almoft induce the fpec- 
tators to believe they are Contemplating 
the contefts of Mars and Neptune. Happy 
would men be, did they but content 
themfelves with reprefentations only, 
and had not a thirft after fame and 
riches converted into means of deftruc- 
tion the properties of elements which 
Nature, perhaps, had defigned but for 
their pleafures! Thofe of the court of 
Spain at Aranjuez are not confined to the 
amufements afforded by a river, the banks 

which prefent the moft enchanting 
Nndfcapes, whilft the peaceful ftream 
never deviates from its courfe but to

S 2 fer-
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fertilize the adjacent foil *.  The refi- 
dence of Aranjuez favours all the inno
cent diverfions of the country; walks 
are no where more varied ; whether with 
a book in your hand you wander in the 
ihrubberies, or pafs through the long 
alleys on horfeback or in a carriage, you 
may fecurely indulge in meditation and 
reverie.

The deer there forget their timidity, 
and even the wild boars are leis fero
cious. They run in the ftreets as fa
miliarly as domeftic animals. The fitft 
time I quitted the inn, after my arrival 
at Aranjuez, I was obliged to make nay 
way with my cane through a herd of 
wild boars, who blocked up my paifagc. 
Some of them, ftill more familiar, enter 
the houfes, and there difpute with the

* Since this work was finiihed, I have learned 
that the Tagus quitted its bed at Aranjuez» 
broke down the caufeway which fheltered the nevf 
gardens of the prince from its overflowings, ana 
almoft deftroyed the new cultivation which the 
author of the plan had already found correfpo11^ 
fo well with his expectation. dogs

■■■
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dogs the fpoils of the kitchen. At Pai do 
they carry their affurance ftill farther; 
at certain hours, to which they aie very 
exaft, they run from the neighbouring 
foreft to receive food from the hands of 
the domeftics of the palace.

The wild boars are not the only ani
mals naturalized at Aranjuez. The buf
falos, brought thither from Naples, have 
taken the place of the oxen, as work
ing cattle. A part of their labours were 
performed by camels, which could not 
long refill the baneful influence of a fo
reign climate. At the fame time two 
Zebras grazed in a meadow near the high 
road, as alfo two guanacos, which feemed 
as perfectly at their cafe as in theii own 
country, whilft an elephant calmly 
moved his huge body without being 
in the lead difcompofed by the crowds 
of people, whom curiofity brought about, 
him. It is, perhaps, in this manner 
that fovereigns fliould openly expofe all 
the foreign animals which they crowd 
together in their menageries. Thefe

S 3 mas*
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magnificent prifons accufe man of ty*  
ranny without proving his power, and 
the beafts which there roar in their 
chains, would, perhaps, lay afide their 
ferocity on recovering their liberty. But 
man is every where too much inclined 
to abufe his power; and rather ch ufes 
to reign over furious Haves than govern 
happy fubje&s.

The animals which more efpecially 
contribute to the embelliihment of Aran
juez are horfes. They there peculiarly 
difplay all the beauty of their motions 
and their fpeed. The king fometimes 
brings thither his magnificent fets with 
which his ftuds furniih him, and his 
children enjoy, without danger, all the 
pleafure of horfemanihip.

Formerly the Calle de la Reyna was 
the courfe where horfes from Barbary 
difplayed their fwiftnefs, and each had 
his paitifans among the courtiers, who 
mterefled themfelves by wagers in his 
fuccefs.

A few
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A few years fince the prince of Af- 

turias fubftituted to thefe races a more 
reafonable and ufeful amufement. It 
is called the Parejas. and takes place a 
few days before the departure of the 
court from Aranjuez; it has not been 
interrupted for twenty yeais, except by 
the war which took from the court a 
great part of thofe whom his majefty 
admitted to partake of it. Thefe form, 
with the prince and his two brothers, 
a fquadron of four in front and twelve 
deep. Each file is direfted by one of 
the three princes, aififted by one of the 
principal perfons of the court. The 
forty-eight cavaliers are all cloathed and 
accoutred in the ancient Spanilh manner, 
but in different colours according to the 
file they belong. The uniform gives to 
the whole a military and antique air, 
which carries back the aftors to the 
age of their anceftors, and gives them 
that interefting appearance which the 
image of things paft generally wears. 
They practice a confiderable time for 
the exhibition, which is given imme- 

S 4.
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cliately before the court departs from 
Al anjuez, and by this means have fre
quent opportunities of exercifing the do
cility and elegant paces of their horfes, 
the fineft the modern ftuds of Spain pro
duce. When, at length, the cavaliers 
and their horfes are well exercifed in 
the parts they are to perform, the firfl: 
day of reprefentation is fixed*.  The 
theatre is a large fquare court before the 
cattle. The brilliant fquadron arrives 
there ma column, to the found of trum
pets and kettle-drums, preceded by run
ning footmen, and led horfes richly ca- 
parifoned. They flop before the kina’s 
balcony and falute him. Afterwaids 
pace round the fquare, and, arrived 
m the prefence of his majefly, fall int0 
a gauop and begin their evolutions. 
Thefe are figures which cannot be bet
ter compared than to our centre danfis.

ie four files, under the conduft of

- There are commonly three; the king is onN 
feen at the firft; but the pri ncefs of A ft. ' V

1 eis oi Ahuna honours them all with her pt efence»

their
.4 a ...» 1 
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their directors, withdraw from and ap
proach each other by turns ; fometimes 
following the figure of the ground, at 
others croffing it diagonally, and defcrib- 
ing circles and fpirals with fuch time 
and precifion as to delight both the 
eyes and ears of the fpedlators. How
ever this fpedtacle, rather too unvaried, 
amufes not the mind ; it is but a feeble, 
reprefentation of the ancient tourna
ments, and makes thofe feftivals more re
gretted where under the eyes of fove- 
reigns, and the beauties of the age, the 
knights, obeyed the double impulfe 
of love and fame, and where the fuffrages 
of thofe who reigned over their hearts 
were an ineftimablc recompenfe for their 
courage and addrefs. Nothing lefs than 
the prefence of the monarch, and con
tributing to his pleafures, could be fuf- 
ficient to give fatisfaftion to the actors in 
this modern dance of centaurs. At the 
expiration of twenty minutes, the fqua
dron forms a column, and retires from 
the fquare in the fame order as it en
tered. After the exhibition there 

is• !
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is commonly another ball, with refreih- 
ments; and for thofe whofe curiofity 
has been fatisfied in preceding years, 
this acceflary is well worth the principal. 
When the weather is fine the P' arejantes 
(for fo the figurant of the equeitrian 
contre danje are called) walk in their 
dreffes in the gardens of the palace, and 
join the fpedlators. The fubjects of 
Charles V. and thofe of Charles III. 
ieem then to be united; imagination 
approaches thefe two reigns, and com
pares with pleafure the age of fplendour 
in Spain with that of its regeneration.

Ait feems to have left to Nature the 
care of embellilhing Aranjuez. The pa
lace and other edifices are of a pleafing 
form, but without magnificence. The 
furniture of the apartments is lefs rich 
than elegant. The paintings are not fo nu
merous as in other royal manfions. There 
are only a few portraits of the princes 
of the houfe of Bourbon and Braganza, 
and fome Neapolitan paintings, in which 
Nature is imitated with more truth than 
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gracefulnefs. The new chapel of the 
caitle is that part of it to which molt 
attention has been paid in the conftruc- 
tjon and ornaments. Sculpture and gild
ing are therein diftributed with tafte, 
without profufion, and a few pieces by 
Mengs contribute not a little to its de
coration.

Aranjuez contains three churches; 
in one of which the connoifieur views 
with pleafure a copy of Raphael’s carry
ing of the crofs, of which I have fpoken 
in the account of the palace of Madrid. 
It has for companion a crucifixion, by a 
modern painter named Ferro, the author 
of the copy. The moil recently built 
church is that of the convent of Fran- 
cifcans, called Saint Pafchal, and was 
founded by the confeifor to the king. 
I remarked, in the veftibule of this con
vent, pious infcriptions in the form of 
ftanzas, which appeared to me of a lin
gular kind. I could not refill my in
clination to copy and tranilate them. 
The reader will not, perhaps, be dif-

grace*



268 THE PRESENT STATE 

pleafed at feeing the language of devo
tion in Spain when it means to fpeak 
that of poetry. A penitent foul confeffes 
its fins to God, and comforts itfelf in its 
contrition by the following ftanzas.

“ Oh ! leave me, my fins, in God’s name 
“leave me! I have ufed you fo much 
44 that you are unable to fupport your- 
44 felves any longer; neither you nor 
44 myfelf can go farther: I have fo ex- 
44 haufted you, that to fin to-morrow, 
44 I want defire, as you want power to 
44 make me do it.

44 Who would believe that thou thy- 
44 felf, my God, hadft retarded my con- 
44 verfion ? Thou haft wronged thyfelf 
44 by thy patience in waiting for me; 
44 I could not perfuade myfelf (this be- 
44 tween ourfelves) that thou wert 
44 God; thou appearedft to me too of- 
44 fended and too patient for a God.

44 Thanks to thy cares, Oh my God,.
441 am now converted. I yield to laffi- 

“ tude
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« tude if not to repentance : I have fo 
“ often followed the ways of vice, that 
44 to adopt another manner of life, hav- 
« ing finned as much as it is pofiible to 
44 do, at length, I fin no longer.

441 have offended thee to fo great a 
44 degree that I thought, being unable 
44 to do any thing with me, thou wouldft 
44 be forced to pardon me. Here only 
44 is there ftill mercy, the moft immu- 
44 table law of thy eternal throne; for 
“ fuch is my perverfity, that thou muft 
44 either not execute juftice on me, or 
44 incr^afe the pains of hell.”

This convent ftands in the higheft and 
moft healthy fituation of the valley ; 
and hence the palace and plantations 
appear in the moft agreeable point of 
profpe6t. Some of the views of Aranjuez 
were taken from this elevation. They 
form a pleafing colle&ion, although but 
indifferently engraved. The king makes 
prefents of the fets to fuch ftrangers of 

dif- 
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diihnChon as are defirous of having 
them.

Sinde this collection appeared, the 
count of Florida Blanca*  who has thé 
fuperintendency of the Jïtios or royal 
maniions, has added, by new planta
tions, to the embelliihments of Aranjuez. 
He has not, like his predeceifors, an 
exclufive predilection for one of the 
four royal houfes at the expence of the 
others; his attention is equally divided 
among them all. It is, however, diffi
cult to render that of Aranjuez healthy. 
As long as the temperature of the air is 
moderate, every thing about the palace 
charms the fenfes, and the happinefs of 
exiiten’ce is perfectly enjoyed. Fo
reigners, who have travelled in many 
countries, have aifured me that they 
knew no place in Europe where they 
would rather chufe to pafs the fine feafon 
of the year than at Aranjuez. But 
at the approach of the violent heats of 
fummer, when the fcorching air, ihut 
in by the valley, is loaded with exhala-

1 tions 
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tions from a flow and muddy river, and 
with nitrous vapours drawn by the fun 
from the hills between which the Tagus 
runs, this valley of Tempe becomes a 
pernicious abode, fufficient to fend troops 
offouls to Acheron in a Jingle day. The in
habitants withdraw from it, and feek, 
upon the neighbouring heights, parti
cularly at Ocanna, a little city, two 
leagues from the valley, a more whole- 
fome air. Aranjuez, which during the 
month of May and the beginning of 
June, contains about ten thoufand in
habitants, and is the refort of thofe who 
with either for health or pleafure, be
comes a defert exclufively inhabited by 
wild boars and deer. Few perfons re
main there, except thofe who are at
tached to it either by profeffion or 
poverty.

Let us now leave this charming pa
lace, which I could with to have im 
Spired my reader with a defil e of feeing; 
and fince we have advanced almoft ten 
leagues towards the kingdom of Valen

cia, 
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cia,let us proceed to vifit the terreftrial 
paradife of Spain.

I undertook a journey to it, with a 
friend, at the end of April 1783, confe- 
quently, in the moil favourable feafon. 
We fet out from Aranjuez, and after hav
ing followed the Calle de la Tdeyna, turned 
to the left, and bid adieu to the ihade, 
verdure and beauties of the environs. 
During the firft feven leagues we feveral 
times approached the Tagus, but its 
naked and uninhabited banks offered 
not a fingle pleafmg profpeét.

, A hamlet by the fide 'of the river, at 
the diftance of a league from the village 
of Villa-Manrique, mu ft however be ex
cepted. The noife of an artificial cas
cade, which drives two mills, the ap
pearance of fome beautiful trees, and 
about a dozen houfes covered by their 
foliage, inclines the mind of the tra
veller to a momentary mufing. This 
pleafmg retreat is inhabited for fome 
weeks in the year, by monks, who at 

other
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other times refide at the caftle of Ucles, 
by which we afterwards paifed.

%
The road from Aranjuez to Fuenti- 

duennas, a diftance of feven leagues, is 
tolerably good, hut the country is thinly 
peopled. Fuefitiduennas is a large vil
lage, in every part of which poverty and 
idlenefs are too confpicuous. There is 
not fo much as a tree or a blade of grafs ; 
not a fingle inhabitant who feems to 
tafte the happinefs of exiftence. Three 
leagues farther on, I found the large 
town of Tarancon, which contains 
about a thoufand houfes, and where 
leverai roads crofs each other. I pro
ceeded by that which leads to Villa- 
^■ubio, at the diftance of a league from 
chicli I difeovered the caftle of Ucles. 
^bis manfion rather refembles the ha
bitation of fome fubaltern tyrant, in thè 
ages of the feudal fyftem, than the peace
ful abode of a religious fociety. It was, 
I10 doubt, formerly one of the fortified 
places which the knights of the order 
Qf Saint James had built to defend

Vol, II, T them-
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themfelves from the incurfions of the 
Moors, and the edifice ftill remains, 
though no longer neceffary for the pur- 
pofe for which it was originally de- 
figned.

I paffed the night in the town of Say- 
lices. The next day I found, at fome 
diftance from it, other veftiges of the 
refidence of the Moors. Thefe were the 
remains of an old entrenchment fituated 
upon an eminence. I remarked, that in 
places where the little inclination of the 
Hope rendered the approach more eafy, 
the traces of a large ditch were ftill vi- 
fible. I afterwards paffed through two 
agreeable villages, Montalva and El 
Congofto, before I changed horfes at 
Villar del Saz. The latter village is 
three leagues from Olivarez, and the 
country round it uneven and but little 
cultivated. There are fome vineyards 
in the- neighbourhood of Olivarez, the 
fituation of which is highly agreeable; 
and which are fhut in by a chain of hills 
almoft circular.

Bonache
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Bonache is alfo three leagues from 
Olivarez, and from the former to the 
town of Campillo, the bounds of my 
fecond day’s journey, the diftance is five 
leagues. This laft ftage appeared to me 
very incommodious*  Continued rain, 
the brifknefs of my horfe, which feemed 
to enjoy my fatigue, a road full of ftones 
and prefenting on every fide fterility and 
depopulation, all contributed to put me 
out of humour; the cheerfulnefs of my 
guide, and his ruftic fongs, were not 
fufficient to fmooth my brow. This 
however became ferene, when after hav
ing been fome minutes in the inn, I 
caft my eyes upon the innkeeper and 
his wife. They looked at me with a 
kind of concern, which, perhaps, was 
rather the effect of curiofity than com
panion. Their attention was more 
marked than that commonly found in 
Spanifh inns. They appeared to be in 
eafy circumftances and happy in their 
fituation, and it is in more elevated 
tlaffes only that thefe two advantages 
contrail and debafe the mind ; in thofe 

T a in
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in which luxury and the abufe of civi- 
lifation have not changed the nature 
of man, he is better and more amiable, 
in proportion as he is happier. Opu
lence renders the pofieifor peniive and 
little communicative. Moderate inde
pendence banilhes care, and difpofes 
the mind to joy and beneficence. 
This is what I thought I difcovered in 
the humble firefide of our village fociety, 
which, after a frugal fupper, I left, 
enjoying the mufic of a guitar, and 
went to feek repofe, then more precious 
to me than pleafure.

Early the next morning it was necef- 
iary to quit the downy pillow fatigue 
had rendered fo delicious. Before five 
.o’clock I was on the road to Villargordo, 
the difficulties of which I lhall for a 
long time remember. I had been in
clined to continue my journey the even
ing before, but the frightful defcription 
given me of what I was to encounter, 
determined me to wait at Campillo the 
.return of day-light, and I had reafon to 

be 
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be fatisfied with the delay. A great part 
of the road lies over the fummits of 
mountains, and confifts in paths in 
which two men cannot walk a-breaft, 
without one of them running the rilk 
of being precipitated by the firft falfe 
ftep into a profound abyfs. After having 
thus humbled for fome hours over pieces 
of rock, and againft the roots of trees^ 
acrofs a wild and uncultivated country, 
I defcended for the fpace of a league by 
a winding road. Half way down I faw 
the only pleafing profpedt which had 
prefented itfelf fince my departure from 
Aranjuez. This was the river Cabriel, 
ferpentining in a narrow valley covered 
with verdure, which it leaves, after hav
ing paifed under a handfome bridge of 
one arch, called E/ puente de Pajazo. 
Near this bridge my guide (hewed me 
the entrance of a vail cavern, formed 
by Nature, in the fide of the enormous 
mountains I had juft paifed over. It 
ferves as a retreat to fmugglers and rob
bers. In the bofom of thefe mountains, 
in a bafon, three leagues from Campillo,

Tj is



OF SPAIN.278 THE PRESENT STATE 
is the royal falt-pit of Minglanilla, the 
property of the king, and worked by 
about thirty men.

After palling the bridge of Pajazo I 
turned to the left, and followed for fome 
time the courfe of a river confiderably 
wide, but not very deep. I had after" 
wards to climb a Reep hill before I 
reached Villargordo.

Thofe who gain a harbour after a 
fhipwreck feel not more pleafure than 
I did on entering this miferable village 
in the middle of a wood.

The four next leagues took me to Re
quena, acrofs a plain which offered a 
fpecimen of the fine cultivation of the 
kingdom of Valencia. The neighbour
ing rivulets, which water the plain, 
concur with the goodnefs of the foil and 
the mild climate, in producing corn, 
wine, and pafturage, and efpecially mul
berry tiees. I he little city of Requena, 
fituated upon the top of a high hill, 
commands all the neighbouring country, 

Wealth

279 
Wealth and activity proclaim there the 
prefence of induftry. The number of 
filk looms, as I have been informed, 
amounts to nine hundred.

The mountains, over which the road 
lies from Campillo to Villargordo, are 
called Las Contreras, a name alarming to 
travellers. Thofe on the other fide of 
Requena are known by tRat of Las 
Cabrillas, no doubt on account of the 
great number of goats which feed upon 
them. I had been prepared to expedí 
many difficulties in this road; in fact, 
fome parts of it are very rugged, and 
there are deep crevices in the rock; but 
this fecond trial of my patience and cou
rage did not continue long ; after tra
velling three leagues I arrived ata Venta, 
called La Venta del Relator, becaufe it 
was built for the convenience of tra
vellers by a recorder of the council of 
finance.

On the other fide of Requena I en
tered the kingdom of Valencia, and from 

T 4 that

!
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tnat moment my curiofity was coníi- 
derably increafed. I was impatient to 
judge whether or not the defcription I 
had heard of that fine country was ex
aggerated. The fteep and rocky entrance 
at firft aftoniihed me. What.’ exclaimed 
I, is this the country fo renowned for 
its fine cultivation, fertile plains, and 
varied productions! However, I ob- 
ferved to the right and left that the 
mountains were cultivated almoft to 
their fummits wherever the nature of 
the foil permitted them to be fo. The 
people of Valencia, faid I, are at leaft 
induftrious; I find not here the grave 
indolence of the Caftilians. The Va
lencians are not fatisfied with the bene- 
faftions Nature of herfelf offers; with 
the plough in their hands they wreft 
them from her upon the fummit even 
of the mountains.

With thefe refiedtions I arrived at 
Chiva, a town diftant three leagues from 
the \ enta del Relator. Its environs, for 
about half a league, began to juitify 

the
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the defcription which had been given 
me. After croffing the dry and barren 
plains of Caftile, almoft without a tiee, 
where the grafs is without verdure and 
the lands have no inclofures, I (hall 
leave the reader to judge of the pleamre 
I felt on finding myfelf between quick 
hedges, formed by aloe trees, and ferv- 
ing as enclofures to orchards, paftures 
and plantations of olive and mulberry 
trees. The fun was declining, the air 
mild, and the atmofphere perfectly fe- 
rene. The exhalations of fo many plants, 
the fweet vapours which rife from cul
tivated lands after long rains, and the 
beauty of the different (hades of verduie, 
all contributed to render the landicape 
enchanting. I was but five leagues from 
Valencia, and no longer felt fatigue ; I 
could have arrived there the fame even
ing, but nothing preffed me. Befides, 
why iliould I deprive myfelf of the plea
lure of feeing the environs of that city ? 
Chiva appearing fo agreeable to me, why 
ihould I fo immediately quit it ? I re- 
folved to fleep there, but foon repented 

of
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of my refolution. The inn I alighted at 
contained all the inconveniences which 
fo much difguft travellers in Spain. My 
lioft had neither proviiions nor an in
clination to procure me any. At ano
ther moment I might have given way to 
my pailion. But Nature, who displayed 
her tiealures around me, had prepared 
me to indulgence, and I forgave the in
habitants in favour of the foil.

On leaving Chiva I found the fame 
profufion and variety of natural riches 
as at entering it. But at the diftance of 
half a league, an entirely new feene be
gan to abate my enthufiafm. To the 
feitile plains I had palled over, fuc- 
ceeded vaft traéis of country, where, 
within mclofures of aloe trees, appeared 
fields of thin corn, and a few olive and 
mulberry trees fcattered at different dif- 
tances; but a part of the ground was 
uncleared, or, at leaft, infulceptible of 
cultivation.

Two 
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Two leagues farther on I was well re- 
compenfed for this momentaiy difap- 
pomtment. From an eminence 1 difeo- 
vered Valencia and the Mediterranean. 
The fun, which had juft rifen, call his 
beams upon the gently agitated furface 
of that fea. I imagined I faw a vaft 
mirror placed at the extremity of the 
horizon, and, for the firft time, I hailed 
thofe waters which, though confined 
within narrow bounds, have been the 
theatre of the immortal deeds of the 
nroft famous nations of the earth, and 
of the firft efforts of riling commerce, 
as well as that of numerous combats and 
ihipwrecks. This, faid I to myfelf, is 
the fea which ancient mythology peo
pled with fo many wonderful beings, 
to which our anceftors paid the wor- 
ihip only due to the fupreme Being, 
and whole names their pofterity can
not pronounce without a kind of refpcct. 
Jupiter was born in one of the illands, 
Latona chofe Delos, in which to bling 
forth the twin deities ihe bore in her 
Womb, The Titans, cruihed by the 

thunder
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thunderofOlympus,heavedupthemoun- 
tains of Sicily. Eolus and Vulcan had 
their empire there, and the infernal ri
vers their mouths. The amorous Are- 
thufa crofted an arm of this fea to join 
her waves to thofe of Alpheus. In lefs 
fabulous ages Themiftocles there dis
played the vidorious enfigns of the 
Greeks, and ftained them with the blood 
of the Perfians. The Romans there de
ployed the Carthaginian navy. Oda- 
vius, triumphant, there defeated Antho
ny, who, crowding fail upon the waters 
which had been witnefies to his difaffer, 
flattened to confole himfelf for his dif- 
grace in the arms of the famous queen 
0 Egypt’ In more modern ages our 
anceftors, pioufly infane, ' traverfed 
thefe feas to recover the Holy Land 
rom profanation. Illuftrious knights, 

mhentmg their zeal, but capable of pu- 
ufying. it from its extravagance, took 
•up their abode in the ifland of this fea 
to which they have given their name, 
and irom this new bulwark of Chriiti- 
amty, combat Barbarians more as ene-

z mies 
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mies to humanity than religion. The 
count of Touloufe triumphed off Ma
laga, the Ottoman fleet was deftroyed 
at Chefmai, and the gallant Howe cruifed 
here with as much fafety as in one of the 
bays of Great Britain, and braved his 
enemies equally formidable by their 
number and valour.

The recolledion of thefe circum- 
ftances contributed to ihorten the road, 
which is tolerably good and even, but 
which my impatience made me think 
rather long. At length we arrived (for 
I had a friend with me) at the villa of 
the Quarte, a league on this fide Va
lencia, and entered the terreftrial para- 
dife. From this moment nothing is 
feen but an uninterrupted fucceffion of 
orchards, parterres, and country-houfes; 
the fimplicity of the latter is an agree
able contrail to the luxury of Nature. 
Half a league farther we entered a fecond 
village, of which the continuation joins 
the fuburbs of Valencia.

When 
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When we entered Quarte, a young 
man, who waited our arrival, flopped 
us at the pailage, and begged we 
would get into his carriage. He was 
the fon-in-law of the merchant with 
tvhom we were to lodge. We were 
fatigued, and, as may be fuppofed, 
wiihed to be at the end of our jour
ney. We therefore thanked the young 
ftranger and galloped on. We foon 
enteied the fuburbs of Valencia, and 
found our hafty progrefs prevented by 
an elegant Berlin and fix horfes; a lady 
and a gentleman were in the carriage» 
We made way for each other, and the 
carriage flopped; we were alked, if we 
were not the travellers expedlzed from 
Madrid; and on our anfwering in the 
affirmative, we were invited to accept 
the vacant places. We hefitated and 
hammered out an apology. The lady 
and gentleman infifted, and we imagined 
they were detached from the family who 
expedtea us; and not thinking to con
trahl; a new engagement, got into the 

Berlin?
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Beilin, and the coachman turned about 
and drove back.

During the ihort time we had to re
main in the carriage we endeavoured to 
learn, by indirect queftions, who the 
lady and her huiband might be. We 
arrived without being able to clear up 
the myftery; and were then ready to 
think ourfelves in fairy-land. We entered 
an elegant houfe, croffed feveral apart
ments, and were uihered into thofe def
ined to our ufe. Rich hangings and fine 
glaffes dazzled our eyes, fo lately only ac- 
cuftomed to the coarfe fimplicity of the 
Ventas. We imagined ourfelves under 
the prote&ion of fome beneficent genius, 
which had wrought a miracle in our 
favour. Our apartments were on the 
ground floor, with a ihaded terrace, de
corated and perfumed by groups of 
orange trees: large quantities of fruit, in 
three different ftagesof maturity, weighed 
down the branches, fome of which were 
flill partly in flower. Delighted with 
fo many agreeable objects, we, at length, 

believed 
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believed the kingdom of Valencia to be 
really anothei valley of Tempe, inha
bited, not by gods, but what was much 
better, by the moil hofpitable men on 
earth. T heir politenefs was fo refined 
as to exprefs a fear, lead their eager 
defire of ihewing every attention ihould 
be impoitunate. We were offered re- 
fieihments, liberty, repofe and every 
thing mort agreeable to travellers thirfty 
and fatigued, and whofe external ap
pearance demanded the immediate affif- 
tance of water and clean linen. We 
confefled that a breakfaft of fruit would 
latisfy the molt preffing of our wants. 
I he table was covered in an inftant, 
and the wand of our fairy fent in two 
great bowls of the fineft ftrawberries we 
had ever feen. Valencia is the real 
country, and it was then the feafon, of 
this delicious fruit, which in that king
dom unites to the large fize of the gar- 
den ftrawberry, the. colour and tafte of 
that of the woods. We highly relilhed 
our breakfaft, and bufied ourfelves, to 
no purpofe, in conjectures concerning

our
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our hofts, we were ftill incapable of 
folving the enigma, when the young 
man, whom we had met upon our firft 
arrival, entered our apartments. He 
had juft learned that we had preferred 
the lodgings in which we were, to thofe 
his mother-in-law had provided for us. 
He came to reproach us, and to tell 
thofe who had out-manoeuvred him, 
that their behaviour was more rude to 
his relations than flattering to us. The 
Quarrel became warm, we were the in
nocent caufe of it, and knew not which 
fide to take. In a conflict of politenefs, 
to take any part is to run the rifk of 
being accufed of ingratitude ; we had 
recourfe therefore to an accommodating 
meafure. One of us remained in the 
enchanted palace, in which all our 
fenfes had been fo amply gratified, while 
the other went with the young gentle
man to the apartments which had been 
Prepared for us. On the way my friend 
Earned that the huiband of our bene
ficent fairy, was M. V—, a merchant in
timately connected with the houfe of 

Vol. II. U D—,
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D—, which without our knowing it, 
had ftrongly recommended us to him. 
His truly polite attention was continued 
to us during our flay at Valencia, which 
was fix days; every moment was em
ployed to gratify the caprices of our 
curiofity. His offers of every kind an
ticipated ourdefires and imagination. We 
obey the impulfe of gratitude in thus 
making our public acknowledgments to 
the amiable couple which fo kindly con
ferred upon us every mark of the moil 
refined hofpitality. This family was not 
the only one in which we were flatter
ingly received; and I cannot but add, 
that no people can be more complaifant 
and delicately attentive to ilrangers than 
the citizens of Valencia.

After having refrefhed ourfelves, and 
bellowed a little attention upon our pcr- 
fons, we began to wander about Va
lencia. There is nothing very remark
able within the city. Fine edifices are 
not numerous. The ilreets are narrow 
and crooked ; but the whole of this ca

pital. 

' O F S P A 1 N. .251

pital, even in the infide, is generally 
pleafing. It appears to be very clean 
and neat, particularly to thofe who have 
pafled through Caftile. Activity and 
induftry are feen in every fhape. The 
ilreets, indeed, are not paved, but this 
is becaufe the fweepings, mixed with 
the filth with which they are itrewed 
for feme moments in the day, are car
ried without the walls to fertilize the 
adjacent country, and the inhabitants 
are perfuaded, that were they paved 
the vail orchard by which Valencia is 
furrounded, would be deprived of one 
of its chief fources of fertility. Indo
lence and mifery are banilhed from the 
city, or dare not ihew themfelves there. 
About four thoufand filk looms and 
frames of different dimenfions give em
ployment to upwards of twenty thou
fand of the inhabitants, without enu
merating thofe who exercife profeflions 
relative to the manufacture, fuch as 
perfons who prepare the wood and iron 
Work of fo great a number of machines, 
Or fpin, wind, or die the filk.

Uz The
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The filk manufacture, however, is 
not the only fource of employment to 
the Valencians. Their foil produces 
hemp, and they export of this article, 
for the king’s arfenals, to the amount of 
a million of piaftres per annum. Their 
wines and brandies are alfo exported in 
great quantities. Formerly they had no 
other market than England, by the 
iiland of Guernfey, &c. and Holland by 
way of Dunkirk, where the greateft part 
of the brandies of Valencia were adul
terated. Within a few years, pail thefe 
productions have found a new market 
in Spaniih America.

Rice is another fource of riches for 
this fine country, to which it annually 
produces upwards of a million and a 
half of piaftres *.  Barilla is a produc

tion 

* The cultivation of it is accompanied with an 
inconvenience to the falubrity of the country. The 
waterings, which are favourable to the crops, cover 
too long the plains where it is grown, and occafioB 
exhalations pernicious to the inhabitants. The new 

captain-
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tion peculiar to the kingdoms of Valen
cia and Murcia; it is eifential in the 
making of glafs. About a hundred and 
fifty thoufand quintals a year are ga
thered of it, moil of which is fent to 
France and England, and a fmall quan
tity to Genoa and Venice.

Potaih, in Spaniih called Sofa, is a 
fpecies of barilla employed in the foap 
manufactories of France and England. 
The kingdom of Valencia produces about 
twenty-five thoufand quintals a year.

The dgua-azul is a third fort of barilla. 
About four thoufand quintals of this are 
annually produced, moil of which is 
fent to Marfeilles.

captain-general of the kingdom of Valencia, the duke 
de Crillon, who negle&s no means of making his 
a<hniniftration ufeful to the country, has noticed this 
^convenience, and is endeavouring to remove it, 
t>y confining the cultivation of rice to lands near the 
fta, upon which the waters remain not long, and 
Where peftilential difeafes are not the confequencc 
Of the fertility they occafion.

u3 Daftly,
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Laftly, the Solicor, a fourth kind, is 
produced without cultivation, and is 
employed in the glafs manufactories of 
France, England and Italy.

I%
When the plant of thefe four forts 

of barilla is well matured, it is left a 
day or two in heaps to dry ; afterwards 
it is put into a hole without much pref- 
fure, three or four feet deep, then fet 
on fire and turned over or ftirred up with 
long poles; and in proportion as the 
firft plants are confumed others are 
thrown in. When they are all fuffici- 
ently burned, the hole is covered, and 
the barilla left to cool. It is too often 
adulterated by mixing with it baftard 
herbs produced in the fame foil. The 
cinders that remain after this burning 
form lumps, which are exported and 
ufed in manufactories.

Potafh differs in fome refpeCts from 
barilla, but is applied to much the fame 
ufes. It is known by the names of Sal- 
fola, Salicornia, and Glafjimon. The leaf 
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is long, narrow, thick, and full of juice 
like the leffer marine fennel.

Oil is one of the moil abundant pro
ductions of the kingdom of Valencia, 
but permiflion is not given to export 
it except when the price is very low ; 
this prohibition difcourages the cultiva
tion of olive trees which might be 
confiderably increafed.

The manner in which the oil of Va- 
lencia is prepared, renders it difagree- 
able to palates accuftomed to the oil 
of Provence. I wiihed to know the 
caufes of the imperfection ; three prin
cipal ones were mentioned to me ; firft, 
the cuftom of defpoiling the olive trees 
of their fruit by bruifing, inftead of ga
thering it with caution ; Secondly, keep
ing the ftone too long in the fruit; 
thirdly, the fcarcity of oil mills, which 
occafions the olives to be left fevetal 
months in heaps, in which they fer
ment and rot before the juice is ex- 
preffed. But thefe caufes alone would

U 4 not
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not produce io certain and general an 
effeCt, and I am of opinion, this mult 
be attributed to the nature of the foil 
and the habit and tafte of the inhabi
tants,

The manufactories of foap at Mai> 
feilles have confirmed me in this idea; 
thefe prefer the oils of Valencia to all 
others, becaufe they have a natural tart- 
nefs, independent of their preparation, 
which gives them a deterfive quality 
that the other oils of Europe have not 
to the fame degree. There are, however, 
certain diftriCts where the olive trees, 
perhaps more favoured by the foil, pro
duce fweeter oils, the tafte of which 
nearly approaches that of thofe of Pro
vence ; this muft in a great meafure be 
attributed to the care the proprietors 
take in gathering the olives and palling 
them through the mill whilft they are 
freih. ' J

1 he induftry of the people of Valen
cia derives advantage from all the pro

ductions
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durions of their foil. The province 
contains a kind of earth of which 
they make fquares, or tiles of co
loured delph, called Azulejos, and which 
are manufactured at Valencia only. 
They are ufed to pave apartments or cover 
ceilings ; the moil complicated fubjeCts 
are painted upon them ; fuch, for in
stance, as a maiked ball, or a bull-fight. 
Red is the only colour which cannot be 
fixed on this kind of delph; it vaniihes 
entirely in the baking.

EJpart, although one of the commoneft 
productions of the kingdom of Valencia, 
ls of great ufe to the inhabitants ; they 
make with it mats and cordage. For
merly great quantities of it were fent 
to the ports of France and the Medi
terranean. This exportation was pro
hibited in 1783. Thofe to whom it was 
an article of fpeculation murmured at 
the meafure, and pretended that all the 
efpart produced by the land could not 
he confumed in the country ; and in 
*7^4, feveral petitions were prefented 

to
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to the Spaniih miniftry to obtain per- 
miflion to export a confiderable portion 
of it. They endeavoured to prove that 
this exportation would not be prejudi
cial to the charitable eftablifhments, in 
which poor citizens were employed in 
fpinning the production, feeing that 
much more of it was grown than their 
induitry required. The court of Spain 
paid fome attention to thefe reprefen- 
tations, and permitted certain indivi
duals to export confiderable quantities 
of raw efpart; the ports of Toulon and 
Marfeilles, where it is of great ufe in 
the dockyards and arfenals, have reaped 
advantage from the permiffion.

The Valencians make ufe even of the 
aloe plant, which feems, at leaft in the 
kingdom of Valencia, to be deftined to 
decorate and enclofe landed poffeifions. 
They draw from its long and thick leaves 
a kind of thread of which they make 
bridle reins.

I carefully examined all thefe particu
lars of manufacture and cultivation- 

But 
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But before I fulfilled this object of in- 
ftruCtive curiofity, which was the chief 
motive of my journey, I difeharged the 
firft duties of politenels, by vifitin'g the , 
marquis de Croix, captain-general of the 
province, a venerable old man, who, after 
having difplayed in the vice-royalty of 
Mexico, all the honour of his character, 
calmly terminates at Valencia a laborious 
and ufeful life, the courfe of which has 
not been embittered either by chagrin or 
remorfe*.  He inhabited an ancient edi
fice without the city, called, £/ Real. 
This part of Valencia has fomething in

* Since this work was written, the marquis de 
Croix is dead, and has been fucceeded by the duke 
de Crillon, i'o much known by the fieges of Mahon 
and Gibraltar, and in whom the focial virtues are 
United to great military talents. The government of 
the kingdom of V alencia had been too long given to 
old general officers, who waited in foft indolence the 
dole of their days. The inhabitants wifhed for one 
wliofe beneficent aftivity ihould be directed to the 
embclliflnncnt and profperity of the country; and 
fuch a one they have at length found in the perfon of 
the duke de Crillon,

it
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it majeftic. A long vacant fpace upon 
which five fine bridges over the Guada- 
laviar are terminated, runs between the 
walls of the town and the fuburb, of wh ich 
the Real and the church of the Domini“ 
cans nearly form the two extremities. 
Were the river full, it would be diffi
cult to imagine a finer point of view; 
but under the walls of Valencia it is a good 
deal exhaufted by the iluices, in its paf- 
fage, for the purpofe of watering and 
fertilifing the plain through which it 
runs. Thus its benefa&ions are deftruc- 
tive to itfelf, and, like the pelican in 
the fable, it nouriihes its progeny at the 
expence of its own fubftance. The tri
bute required from this river, feveral 
leagues from its mouth, is received in fo 
uniform a manner as to prevent difputes, 
It is previouily fettled, that at fuch a 
time of the year, certain perfons ihall 
have a right to turn a part of the Gua- 
dalaviar to the profit of fuch and fuch 
lands. Thofe who are interefted prepare 
for the fructifying feafon; and at the 
time agreed on, their iluices are opened, 

the 
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the ditches round their fields are filled, 
their olive plants and vineyards are covered 
with water, and the inundation extends to 
a confiderable diilance over the adjoining 
lands. This great benefit is conferred 
on all the eftates fituated in this fine 
country ; and the value of them depends 
more or lefs upon the facility they have 
of enjoying it. The general and perio
dical watering has undoubtedly great 
advantages. It maintains verdure and 
fertility in the foil of this favoured 
Country. It multiplies productions to 
fuch a degree as to continually cover the 
earth with fruits. The mulberry trees are 
three times defpoiled of their leaves; the 
Rieadows of trefoil and luzerne are mown 
eight and ten times a year ; and the earth 
not fatisfied with bearing foreits of olive 
and mulberry trees,produces beneath their 
ffiade, ftrawberries, grain and vegetables. 
But this watering has alfo a great incon
venience. The artificial fertility bellows 
not on the plants the fubftance they re
ceive from Nature alone, when her fa
vours are waited for without foliciting 

them
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them by extraordinary means ; for which 
reafon aliments in this country are much 
lefs nonriihing than thofe of Cailile. 
My ilomach felt the difference. Our din
ners were each a kind of feait, where 
there was a profufion of meats as well as 
politenefs. I yielded to the excefs of the 
double temptation, and had no reafon to 
repent of my weaknefs. The abundance 
of water which changes the nature of 
the plants, appeared to me to have an 
effedl upon the animal kingdom. Ma
lignity has gone farther, and produced 
the following Spaniih proverb, which 
I am too grateful and polite to adopt.

En Valencia la carne es hlerba^ la hierba 
agua, los hombres mugeres, y las mugeres 
nada *.

The fineil walks of Valencia, the 
Ellameda, Monte Olivite and the road of 
Grao, a little village half a league from

Va-

* In Valencia meat is herbs, herbs are water, men 
are women, and women nothin"-.

c

3°3 
Valencia, and by the fea fide, are upon 
the banks of the Guadalaviar, ready to 
finifh its courfe, and render its waters to 
the Mediterranean. Valencia is lefs a 
harbour, than a bad road without an
chorage or ihelter. Had nature bellowed 
on this city a better port, it would have 
been the richeil in Spain. Ships feldom 
approach nearer than half aleague to 
the coail, and thofe of three mails are 
feldom feen there. The cargoes of large 
veifels which arrive within fight of Va
lencia, are put into barks, which are 
rowed almoil to the ihore, and after
wards towed by oxen until they are out 
of the water; for not before is the cargo 
begun to be unloaded. On account 
of thefe obilacles, the port of Valen
cia is but little frequented. The firil 
time I vifited it, there were but from 
twenty to thirty veifels of every different 
fize. In general, the coail of Valen
cia has not one good harbour*.  From

* It has for fome time been in contemplation to 
improve the harbour of Culleras, a few leagues to 

the
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the mouth of the Ebro, to Carthagena 
which belongs to the kingdom of Murcia, 
the roads of Alicant and Santa-Pola are 
the only places where the anchoring is 
fufficiently fafe. Fven fllips of war may 
anchor there; but thefe never enter 
either of thefe roads, except in cafes of 
neceffity. The whole coaft of the king
dom of Valencia is befides low, danger
ous and expofed to winds, efpecially 
thofe from the eaft.

Upon this coaft, a little to the fouth 
of Alicant, is a new eftabliihment, which 
ihould have done honour to the admi- 
niftration of the count d’Aranda, but 
it appears to have deceived his expecta
tions. A great number of Spanifh flaves 

the fouth of Valencia. Its communication with the 
lake of Albufera, and a canal dug from this lake to 
the center of the capital, would make amends for 
what nature has refufed it. If this project, of which 
tire plans and eftimates are compleated, be adopted 
by the Spanifh miniftry, the execution of it will be 
an additional favour the city of Valencia will owe to 
the duke de Crillon.

lan-
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languiihed in the chains of the Algerines 
in the little ifland of Tabarca. The king 
of Spain, moved by their complaints, 
laid before him by the Count de Aranda, 
ranfomed thefe unhappy men, and found 
them an afylum in a little defart ifland 
on the coaft of Alicant, which upon 
that occafion was called, Nueva Ta- 
barca, but it is feared this eftabliihment, 
foinewhat expenfive, and befides, on a 
barren rock, will never profper. Nature, 
by refufing it wood, ftone, earth and 
Water, feems to have condemned it to 
remain defert.—But to return to the 
Grao of Valencia. It is moftly inha
bited by fea-faring perfons. The road 
to it is, like all the environs of Valencia, 
for three or four leagues round it, bor
dered with orchards, which wear an 
appearance of the higheft cultivation. 
'The fituation in which the whole of 
tbe capital, and the delightful enclo
sure is embraced in one point of view, 
ls from the top of a tower called Miquelet, 
uear the cathedral. Valencia, feen from 
this elevation, feems not to be more than 

v o L. II. X a league
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a league in circumference. It is, how
ever, faid to contain from ninety to a 
hundred thoufand inhabitants. The 
ftreets are narrow, the fquares not fpa- 
cious, and men, as in moil manufac
turing cities, are crowded together. The 
eye is never fatisfied with viewing the 
profpedt from the top of the tower. 
From this iituation Valencia feems built 
in the middle of a great orchard, in 
which are difperfed a vaft number of 
villages, that appear like a continuation 
of the fuburbs of the city. From one 
part of the tower we have an extenfive 
profpeftof the fea, and the humble ftream 
of the Guadalaviar, after having paiTed 
under the five bridges, runs to the right 
of the Grao, and is loft in the Mediter
ranean. Near the mouth of this river 
we difcover the Albufera, a lake which 
empties itfelf into the fea by a very nar
row channel *.  The lake is fo neai; to

* This is the lake fpoken of in the preceding n°tc’ 
and which the duke de Crillon wifhes to render ufe*  
ful in future to the navigation and commerce of the 
city of Valencia, as it has hitherto conduced to th5 
pleafures of the inhabitants..' .
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the Mediterranean, that in the map it 
appears like a bay of which the channel 
is the entrance; but the tafte of its wa
ters, and their courfe towards the fea? 
leave no doubt of its being a lake. The 
banks are covered with game and aqua
tic birds; and filhing and (hooting upon 
the Albufera are the moil agreeable re
creations of the people of Valencia.

The tower, from the top of which 
this fine landfcape is difcovered, is re
markable for nothing but its loftinefs, 
and by . this it is prejudical to the ca
thedral, which it feems to cruih by its 
mafly bulk. This edifice, which' has 
been too much extolled, ¿has nothing 
very grand in its appearance. The in- 
bde is more pleafing than majeftic. The 
body of the building is not lufficiently 
elevated, and the walls, ornamented with 
gdt ftucco compartments, feem rather 
thofe of a mufeum than a temple. It con- 
tains fome valuable paintings, particularly 
thofe of Joanes, who holds a diftin- 
gtnlhed rank among painters of the fe- 

X 2 cond
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cond order. Some enthufiaftic admirers 
•of this artift (Spaniards, as it may natu
rally be fuppofed) have extolled him as 
the equal of Raphael. He is, in truth, 
like the prince of painters, judicious 
and corredt; but how inferior is he to 
him in dignity and gracefulnefs! The 
moil remarkable of his paintings is a 
baptifm of Chrift, which muft certainly 
give pleafure to thofe who can pardori 
the colouring, which the dampnefs of 
the place has, perhaps, confiderably 
injured.

The doors of the great altar, orna
mented with admired paintings, muft 
not be forgotten in the description of 
the cathedral of Valencia. Philip V- 
to whom it was remarked that the altar 
was of maffy filver, replied that the 
doors by which it is fhut in, appeared to 
him much more precious. The paint
ings are fuppofed to be by Leonardo de 
Vinci, or at leaft of his fchool.

I alia
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I alfo paid a vifit to the other pro
ductions of the fine arts in the different 
edifices of Valencia, efpecially thofe in 
the college del Patriarca, which I had 
heard much praifed. I found there the 
famous painting of the Laft Supper by 
Rivalta, placed over the great altar, to 
fee which the painter Carducho, un
dertook a journey to Valencia. Except 
this piece, there is nothing remarkable 
in the church of the Patriarch. It is 
indeed beautiful in its fimplicity. Enor
mous quantities of tapers and incenfe are 
confumed there. The moil fenfible ef- 
feefts of this profufion is the dirtinefs, in 
confequence of fo much fmoke, of the 
Wallsand facred ornaments of the church. 
It contains a rich ihrine, which is ihewii 
With much ceremony to the curious, and 
even to thofe who are not fo. It was 
Hot poifible to efcape the enumeration of 
the much more difgufting than venera
ble treafures it contains. We were obliged 
to hear, on our knees, from a young 
clerk, the recital of the lift of bones, jaws, 
Ihulls and other parts of the human

X 3 body,
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body, which devotion has removed from 
the tomb to become ornaments to the 
altar. From motives of politenefs, we 
fubmitted to undergo this painful cere
mony, and noted it in our travelling 
journal, to preferve from it others who, 
in future, may vifit the college of the 
Patriarch.

I obferved, in feveral other churches, 
paintings, by Joanes, Rivaltaand Orrente, 
the three artifts of Valencia who have 
acquired the greateft celebrity. I was not 
much furprifed to find the belt pieces of 
Victoria and Vergara, whom the Spa
niards highly extol, feeble and deftitute 
of expreffion. I was, however, tolera
bly fatisfied with the paintings in frefco, 
with which Palomino, the fame who 
wrote the hiftory of the painters of 
Spain, has decorated the ceiling of San 

del Mercado, and that of Nuejlra 
Señora de los Defamparados.

Before I conclude what I have to fay, 
relative to the facred edifices of Valen 

cia,

3 if 
cia, I mutt not omit to mention the 
Temple, a church entirely modern, and 
built in a fimple and noble tafte. I faw. 
there two fmall paintings by Joanes, 
which gave me much pleafure ; one of 
thefe is a Laft Supper in the manner of 
Vandyk, and the other a Carrying of the 
Crofs. The latter refembles confiderably 
the painting by Raphael, known by the 
name of Pafmo de Sicilia. The refem- 
blance confirmed what had been told me, 
that Joanes had taken that painter for 
his model.

But what engaged my. attention ft ill 
more than the productions of the fine 
arts, were the manufactures of filk which 
give Valencia its reputation, and con
tribute to render that city flouriihing. I 
followed the works from the cultivation 
of the mulberry tree to the finiihing of 
the richeft filks ; and ihall endeavour to 
give a fucceflive defcription of them.

Spain, the kingdom of Valencia in 
particular, might have great quantities 

X 4 of
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of filk to export after fupplying all the 
manufa&ures of the nation. Govern«, 
ment feems not convinced of this truth, 
b.ecaufe it creates frequent obftacles to the 
exportation of filk, and when this is 
permitted, the duties are confiderable, 
They amount to nine reals a quartillo, 
about two livres feven fols (two fhillings) 
the pound of Valencia, which is but 
twelve ounces, and at the moil common 
price is worth about fifteen livres (twelve 
and fixpence) raw, («? ln bad
jears, as in 1784, it has rifen to eighty 
reals, or twenty livres (fixteen fhillings 
and eightpence). There was in that year 
fuch a want of filk, that the manufac
turers of V alencia afked Government 
pci miffion to import to Spain two hun
dred thoufand pound weight of French 
and Italian filk, duty free. In common 
years the pound of raw filk coils eight 
reals, the throwing, and dying green, 
blue, and other common cojonrs; fo that 
n pound of filk, in a ftate to be employed, 
comes to about ieventy-one reals, or fe- 
ventpen or eighteen livres (fifteen fhib
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It may naturally be fuppofed the price 
varies with circumftances. One of thofe 
which has the moil influence is the 
greater or lefler plenty of mulberry leaves. 
Thefe precious trees are very numerous 
in the plain of Valencia, and are all of 
the white kind (moreras). This diftinc- 
tion, which in France would be fuper- 
fluous, is not fo in Spain, where, in 
fome provinces, as the kingdom of Gra
nada for in fiance, the leaves of the black 
mulberry tree (morales') ferve to feed the 
filk worms, and produce almoft as fine 
filk as that which comes from the white 
ones.

Thefe leaves are fold by the load 
(carga) of ten arrobas; the arroba 
of Valencia, which is about twenty- 
feven French pounds, coft, in 1783, 
about thirty-fix fols tournois (eighteen 
pence).

The leaves of the mulberry tree are 
gathered once, twice, and at molt three 
times a year; but it feldom happens that 

the
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the two laft gatherings are either fo 
abundant or of fo good a quality as the 
firft. The feafon for gathering lafts al- 
moft the whole year, and the trees are 
fucceffively deprived of their leaves, in 
proportion to the confumption the filk 
worms make of the latter, and which 
gradually increafes until the moment of 
their beginning to form their balls. The 
leaves only of the mulberry tree are 
plucked or beat off, the branches are 
fpared as much as poffible. Thus de
spoiled of its verdure, in the middle of 
the fine feafon of the year, and during 
the richeft vegetation, it refembles trees 
withered upon their roots. The quan
tity of naked trunks which feem to be 
ftruck with fterility, and increafe ill 
number as the feafon advances, disfi
gures the plains, which in other refpedts 
are fo verdant and fertile. The effect 
is ftill more difagreeable when the mul
berry trees are pruned or lopped, and 
wholly deprived of their branches; an 
operation which mutt be performed afc 
leaft every three years.

The
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The kingdom' of Valencia has pro
duced, in ten years, fix millions of pound« 
weight of filk, which makes fix hun
dred thoufand pounds annually; and 
as all Spain produces only a million 
of pounds weight per annum, it appears 
that the kingdom of Valencia alone fur- 
nifhes more than half of the general 
produce. The filk of Valencia is the 
fineft in Spain, and in this refpedt to be 
compared to the belt in Europe ; but 
the {pinning is ftill imperfedt, becaufe 
there are not, as in France and other 
kingdoms, houfes where the fpinners 
are aflembled, and fuperintended by an 
infpedtor, who takes care that all the 
filks are uniformly fpun. In Valencia 
the fpinning is divided among thoufands 
of hands; thefe put fix, feven, eight and 
more ends in a thread which ihould 
have a determined number; hence the 
inequalities in the tiffues in which thefe 
filks are employed; on which account 
thofe we receive from Spain are never 
made ufe of in any fine work. The 
filk ufed in our high priced tiffues comes 

from
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from Piedmont and our fouthern pro*  
vinces, For a few years paft there has 
been lefs demand in France for the filks 
of Valencia ; the repeated prohibitions of 
their exportation has increafed the cub 
tivation of the mulberry trees in Lan
guedoc, The peafants, feeing the pro
fits thefe trees would produce, have 
preferred them to others, and multi
plied them prodigiouily, fothat in 1783, 
the filk in France was lefs dear than 
that of Valencia bought on the fpot? 
deducing the duties with which the ex
portation is charged, A merchant of 
my acquaintance, who at this time had 
the privilege of exporting, duty-free, a 
hundred thoufand pounds weight a year, 
for fix years fucceffively, could not dib 
pofe of that quantity in France in the 
courfe of the year 1783. Spain might, 
perhaps, fupply the want of this market 
by increafing the number of her looms, 
which ihe does every day, and finding 
to her American colonies greater quan
tities of the produce of her induftry ; but 
Jter fluffs cannot be improved but in 
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proportion to the fale ihe can obtain 
for them in foreign countries, where the 
tafte of the confumers will concur in 
forming that of the manufacturers.

The filks of the kingdom of Valencia 
are eflimated, communibus annis, at fix or 
feven millions of piaftres (from eight to 
nine hundred thoufand pounds fterling). 
At the time I was in Spain it employed 
•not half this quantity, although there 
Were in the capital near four thoufand 
looms. The reft are fent out of the 
kingdom in fpite of prohibitions, either 
to France by Barcelona, or to Portugal 
by Seville and Eftramadura. At pre
fent more filk muft remain in Spain; 
ierious meafures have been taken to en
courage the induftry which is exercifed 
in the manufaéture of them. Silk looms 
had been eftablifhed in Catalovia, in the 
kingdom of Granada, Cordova, Seville, 
&c. in which were made handkerchiefs, 
ribbons, and various plain, filks in quan
tities nearly fufficient to the national 
confumptio<. The French manufaétures 
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of Languedoc, however, ftill found a 
Confiderable market among the Spa
niards. The Spaniih government in the 
fegulation of 1778 had excluded filk 
flockings only from foreign merchandize 
lent to the colonies. But as thefe con
tinue to be fent into Spain, the law was 
¿afily eluded; it was only necefiary to 
affix to French filk flockings the mark 
of one of the Spaniih manufactories. 
Intereft invited to this fraud ; it would 
have required too much vigilance, and 
even a fpecies of inquifition, to have 
prevented it. Government endeavoured 
to render it ufelefs by Bluing, in 1785, 
an abfolute prohibition of thefe articles 
from France; which, added to the efta- 
bliihment of a great number of new 
flames, has produced almoft a total flag
nation in the fales which the manufac
tures of Languedoc had in Spain.—But 
to return to the manufactures of Va
lencia.

Theie is not in this city any edifice 
wherein all the operations through 

which 
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which filk paffes are performed. Per- 
fons who with to fee them fucceffively 
Inuit go from one workihop to another. 
This I did, conduCted.by a manufacturer, 
fcqually obliging and intelligent, named 
Don Manuel Foz, who had travelled a 
long time to acquire knowledge in the 
manufacture of filks, and amongft other 
difeoveries, brought from Conftantino- 
ple the fecret of watering them. As a 
recompence for his zeal he was made in- 
fpeCtor of all the manufactures pf Va
lencia.

There are but few merchants and 
tradefmen in Valencia who are not more 
or lefs interefted in the filk manufac
ture; this is a kind of point of honour 
among them. Some have but four or 
five looms or frames, others feveral 
hundreds.

The firft operation to be performed 
after the worm has finiihed its inge
nious cell, is to deftroy it before it breaks 
through its own work to enter on a 

new 
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new Hate of exiftence. To this effect: 
the balls are thrown into an oven mo
derately heated ; when the worm is killed 
they may be kept unfpun as long as may 
be thought proper.

To defpoil them, of the net-work in 
which they are inveloped, they are 
thrown into hot water; women then 
feledt, with aftonifliing facility and quick- 
hefs, the threads of feveral balls, and join 
and wind them thus united upon quills 
or bobbins. On the make of thefe 
quills depends the greater or letter per
fection in the winding of the filk. Thofe 
ftill made ufe of in Spain are very im
perfect, as I ihall hereafter explain.

It mutt firff be observed, that the 
threads of filk ought to be drawn from 
four balls at leaft, and even in this cafe 
it is only fit for flight filks, ribbons and 
taffeties. Indeed, I faw a fkein which I 
was told was made from but two balls ; 
but fo delicate a filk thread cannot be 
applied to any ufe. The threads are

■'1 - com- 
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commonly taken from feven or eight 
balls, and afterwards doubled to form 
one fit for ufe in the loom or frame.

The contexture is, as every one knows, 
compofed of two diftinCt parts, the weft 
and the chain. The weft is what the 
fhuttle draws from one fide of the loom 
to the other, and leaves interwoven be
tween the two plains formed by the 
chain. The weft being more worked 
than the chain mutt neceffarily have a 
greater confiftence. To this effeCt the 
two threads of which at is compofed are 

1 firft twitted feparately and afterwards to
gether; but for the chain the fecond 
operation is fufficient. From this dif
ference, the thread of the weft, viewed 
through a microfcope, appears indented, 
°r uneven, like a cable ; whereas that of 
the chain is fmooth and flat, and confe- 
fluently proper to be expofed to the 
hght, that is to receive the brilliant 
luftre which is fo beautiful in filks.

Vol. II. Y But
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But their beauty depends more parti
cularly upon the manner in which the 
filk is reeled or wound from the ball. This 
firft winding is performed in three dif
ferent ways, according to the quills em
ployed in it. That which is conftantly 
pratftifed in Spain has this deleft; the 
little threads of fix, feven or eight balls 
are unwound at a time, from one fmglc 
thread, and are wound on ,a fmall fpin- 
dle, without,rubbing againft each other, 
which would lay the little hairs that 
render them rough ; whence it refults 
that the thread of filk thus formed eafity 
frays. In the Piedmont manner of wind
ing', each thread is joined to another, 
and thefe are never feparated until they 
have been twitted round each other 
four or five times.

The third manner, that of Vaucan- 
fon, is dill an improvement upon the 
latter. Upon the quill or bobbin which 
he invented, the two threads of filk, 
»after their firft twitting, join a fecond
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time, for the fame purpofe. This ope
ration is called the double crojfing.

If thefe threads, thus upon the fpin- 
dles, be deftined to the weft, they are 
placed perpendicularly upon a machine 
of feveral dories, where they are fepa- 
rately twitted ; they are carried hence 
to another machine, where they are 
twitted together, after which they are 
fit to be ufed in the loom. Thofe for 
the chain, as I have before obferved, are 
not twitted until they have been joined 
together. Thefe machines, fo precious 
to the arts, which fave the labour of fo 
ntany hands, are known at Valencia, and 
Talavera de la Reyna. I had already feen 
111 Talavera, a fingle wheel from which 
a thoufand of thefe little fpindles upon 
Xvhich the twitted filk threads are wound, 
receive their motion; but thofe I faw at 
Valencia were lefs, becaufe this city con
tains not, like Talavera, a royal manu
factory confined to one edifice. Each 
^anufafturer there finds, divided into 
Afferent quarters, workmen andmachines 

Y i Jiecefi,
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neceflary to his operations, and prefers 
thofe moil fit for the purpofe.

Nothing is more fimple than the ma
nagement of thefe twitting machines 
when the wheel has put them in mo
tion. Women and children guide the 
operation of the little perpendicular fpin- 
dles ; the moment they meet any obfta- 
cle, a touch with the finger fets them 
again at liberty. If one of the threads 
break, the damage is replaced in the 
twinkling of an eye ; their fingers, from 
long exercife, are altoniihingly expert in 
the work, feize the two ends with a 
quicknefs bordering upon prodigy, unite 
them by an imperceptible knot, and the 
fpindle immediately regains its motion 
with the reft.

The thread of filk, before it is twilled 
double, undergoes an operation which 
I muft not omit to mention. Whilft it 
is in fkeins, it is fpread over a wide and 
fhallow caldron, in which feveral vifcid 
ingredients are boiling ; and the fteatn 

from 

from which prepares the threads to ad
here to each other. This operation is 
called, by the French manufacturers, 
making the threads, Jaffer a la breve.

The ikeins are carried hence to the 
twilling machine. The filk,. after com- 
ing from this operation, is called organjin: 
it is in this ftate only that it can be 
brought from Piedmont, where the 
twilling was better performed than elfe- 
where, until it was improved by Vau- 
canfon*.  This able mechanic has united 
all the operations performed in the ma
nufacture of filk. His method is exclu- 
fively followed at Lyons: but his quills 
for double croffing can ferve only for 
the filk of the country, becaufe foreign 
fdk, which for the moll part is ufed in 
thefe manufactures, to be exported muft 
be reduced to organfin.

* It muft be remarked, that the filk wound and 
hvifted after the manner of Vaucanfon, forms a 
texture more even, and one third ftronger than the 
textures of the ordinary filk.
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Spain has in this refpeCt a great ad
vantage over manufacturing nations; 
fhe has more filk than ihe can employ, 
and might manufacture it in the belt 
manner poffible, yet itili ihe continues 
her defective method*  Government has 
endeavoured to employ the only means 
capable of producing a change of this 
kind; means which are flow but per- 
fuafive. In 1781, a French merchant ef- 
tabliihed at Madrid, engaged with the 
count of Florida Blanca, to furniih, firft 
to the manufactures of the kingdom of 
Mercia (the country of the Spaniih mi- 
nifter) afterwards to thofe of Valencia^ 
and fucceflively to others as they ihould 
require it, a hundred reels or frames to 
wind the filk, according to the manner 
of Vaucanfon ; and in return the count 
granted the merchant the privilege of 
exporting, duty-free, fix hundred thou- 
land pound weight of filk in fix years. 
This meafure may, however, be ineffeC" 
tual for fome time from the idlenefs of 
■the Spaniih manufacturers, who will not 
willingly make ufe of a doler and finer 

filk 
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filk, becaufe it would be neceflary to 
weave it with greater care, and becaufe 
the thread of this filk contains three ends 
inftead of two, by which means the la
bour is increafed without a proportion
able increafe of profit; for which reafon 
French hands were obliged to be em
ployed in the firit experiments of this 
kind.

Their fuccefs cannot be expeCted to 
be great, if we may judge by a manu
facture eftabliihed a few years fince at 
LaMilanefa, aleague from Valencia, by 
an intelligent manufacturer of the name 
of Payefia. He introduced there the 
method of Vaucanfon ; and, when I vi- 
fited his manufactory, he had 110 prof- 
peCt of recovering what he had advanced 
to form it. He fcarcely ever employed 
two hundred perfons ; thefe were con
fined to winding and reeling the filk, 
to bring it to the Rate in which it is 
called organjin; and, thus prepared, it 
Was from fifty to fixty reals a pound 
dearer than that which was prepared ac-

Y 4 cording
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cording to the Spaniih method, and con- 
fequently found but little fale.

I ihall not enter into a detail of the 
dying or manufacturing of filks. The 
firft is eafily conceived ; the other diffi
cult to comprehend, and much more 
fo to explain without the afiiftance of 
plates. I ihall only obferve, with refpect 
to the firft, that all the filks are dyed 
in the ikein, and immediately afterwards 
put upon the loom. It fometimes 
happens that they are dyed in the 
piece, but this is only when they are 
ftained, or when the dying in the ikein 
has not well fucceeded. When I was 
at Valencia there were a hundred and 
fe venteen mafter dyers, but fonre of them 
wanted bufinefs.

The manufactures in which the peo- 
pie of Valencia fucceed belt, are moftly 
thofe of plain filks: finedamalks worked 
with large flowers, to hang apartments, 
are made there in great perfection; but> 
in general, thefe undertakings depend

329 
upon the orders from the court, the 
capital and the provinces. The patterns 
of France are followed as clofely as pof- 
fible through all their variations, and 
thofe invented in Spain, more or lefs, 
referable the former. The academy of 
fine arts at Valencia, however, is ear- 
neftly endeavouring to encourage pat
tern-drawers ; and for this purpofe, there 
is a fchool which has already produced 
feveral of diftinguiihed abilities; among 
others a young man of the name of 
Ferrers, who died a little before my ar
rival at Valencia, fome of whofe groups 
of flowers I faw and could not but greatly 
admire.

But what the Valencians excel moil 
in is the art of watering the filks (dar 
las aguas); which M. Foz has brought 
to the greateft perfection. He very 
clearly explained to me the whole of 
this operation, which confifts in rolling 
a cylinder upon the filk intended to be 
Watered: the cylinder is preffed by an 
enormous weight moved by a great round 

ftone,
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ftone, which draws a lever in its cfr**  
cular motion ; the filk is folded in the 
manner of an outer lattice window-ihut- 
ter when it is Ihut, and thefe folds muft 
be frequently varied that the undula
tions may be equally divided. M. Foz 
obferved, that the diftribution and form 
of thefe were almoil the effect of chance; 
but he proved that they might, in fome 
meafure, be influenced by wetting the 
iilk in certain places, and in a particular 
manner; and in this confifls the fecret 
of which he alone is the pofleflor in 
Spain. The excellence of his method 
is pioved by the beauty of the waterings 
which come from his prefles: he ena
bled me to judge of it by comparing the 
blue ribbons of the order of Charles III. 
watered by him, with thofe of the order 
of the Holy Ghoft; I was obliged to 
confefs that the latter gained nothing 
by the companion.

The Exchange of Valencia is one of 
the remarkable edifices of that capital. 
Here the merchants, traders and manu

facturers 
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fadlurers aflemble to learn the daily 
price of filks, as in other places of the 
price of ftocks.

Valencia has alfo had, for a few years 
pail, a patriotic fociety, the principal 
cares of which are directed to the im
provement of the cultivation of mul-, 
berry trees, and the quality of filks : it 
has already produced feveral volumes of 
memoirs full of ufeful papers. The en
couragement it gives to arts is not con
fined to the manufaéture of filk. To
wards the end of the year 1786, it 
gave a premium to the inventor of a 
new frame for the manufacture of filk, 
cotton, and worfted flockings at lefs 
expence than according to the common 
method ; as alfo a fécond premium to a 
dyer for the invention of a fimple and 
ingenious machine, which, with great 
facility, reduced to powder the wood of 
Brazil and Campeachy ; and a third to 
the inventor of a machine for drefling 
flax. It is particularly in countries 
Which are not populous, and where the 

arts
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arts are as yet in their infancy, that it 
is efpecially ufeful to fave labour, by 
Amplifying the workmanihip of manu
factures.

At Valencia there is a public library j 
that of the archbiihop’s palace; it ap
peared to me to be but little frequented. 
Manufacturing cities feldom abound in 
lovers of fcience, and the belles lettres; 
the cultivation ofthefe fuppofes leifure; 
ufeful arts require a continued affiduity. 
Valencia, however, is the country of 
Gregory Mayans, who died a few years 
ago, leaving behind him a reputation of 
vaft erudition, which extends beyond 
the limits of Spain, and to which M. de 
Voltaire did not difdain to do juftice on 
various occafions. The library of the 
epifcopal palace contains a collection of 
ftatues and antique bufts, collected by 
the nephew of the late archbiihop. The 
icruples of the prefent prelate have di- 
minilhed the value of the collection by 
mutilating fome of thefe monuments. 
The auftere morality of the archbiihop 

has 

has deprived this capital of all public 
amufements. The theatre of SaragoiTa 
having been burned a few years ago, the 
prelate, a declared enemy to all profane 
pleafures, obtained a promife from the 
court that the reprefentations of the 
drama ihould never more pollute his fee. 
The people of Valencia are difpleafed 
with him ; and, according to what I 
heard of his character, he appeared not 
to me to join to the advantage of edify
ing by his virtues the more rare talent 
of rendering them beloved.

My {peculations and amufements were 
not confined to this capital; I vifited a 
part of its environs. The moft agree
able of my excurfions was to the charm
ing retreat of a canon of the cathedral, 
Don Pedro Mayoral. This ecclefiaftic, 
a well informed man, and Ample in his 
manners, has conciliated a philofophical 
life with the enjoyments of the beauties 
of Nature that furround his habi
tation, which is fituated in the village 
of Benimamet, half a league from Va

lencia,
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lencia, upon an eminence, in the middle' 
of a garden, in which the orange and 
lemon trees perfume the pureft air. The 
verdure of the walks, the variety of the 
profpedis, and the varied fertility on 
every fide, make it a moil delicious 
abode. ’ The reception I there met with 
added to the charms of the place. Our 
difpofitions naturally take a tindlure of 
the objedts by which we are furrounded. 
How is it poflible to perceive a contradfed 
brow in the midft of a beautiful land
scape, and in the moil temperate climate ? 
The canon exhibited, both in his mind 
and perfon, the refledtion of that Sere
nity which reigned around him. In imi
tation of Nature, which had abundantly 
bellowed upon him her gifts, he was 
profufe in his polite attentions; he com- 
plaifantly accompanied me to view the 
treafures of his garden, and would not 
be fatisfied with confining my enjoyment 
of them to bare contemplation. He had 
prepared a fumptuous collation, of which 
the principal riches were produced by 
this land of promise. Among other fo’ 

reign
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reigri trees, the cultivation of which occu
pied his leifure, he ihewed me that which 
produces the chirimoya, the American 
fruit fo much extolled for its fine flavour, 
and which, it is faid, has never fucceeded 
in Europe. He proved to me the con
trary ; the trees had ftill fome remains 
of fruit, with which he gratified my cu- 
riofity. The chirimoya, which was as 
big as a middling pear, was divided into 
eight or ten parts, that each of theguefts 
might tafte it. The pulp is whitilh, and 
contains five or fix flat black kernels; its 
tafte refembles thofe of an apple, butter 
and a nut united ; but with this there 
is a certain infipidity which, if the fruit 
merits its reputation, it certainly has not 
in its native foil,

Benimamet is diftant a quarter of a 
league from Burjafot, another village 
which Hands on higher ground, and in the 
church of which lies interred Mademoi- 
felle l’Advenant, a celebrated aélrefs, the 
leCouvreur of Spain *,  but whofe remains

* MademoifelleleCouvreur, a famous tragicaflrefs 
40 France, who died a few years ago.

wers
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were not fo feVerely treated as thofe of 
the French Melpomene. At Burjafot I 
was ihewn, as fome of the curiofities of 
the country, the Sichas, or Silhos, which 
are: large holes, dug vertically, and lined 
with hewn ftone. They are the work of 
the Moors, who ufed in them to ftore 
their grain. The modern inhabitants of 
Valencia employ them fot the fame pur- 
pofe. I had the curiofity to defcend the 
deepeft of thefe Silhos, but had nearly 
found reafon to repent of my courage. 
The defcent was eafily enough effected 
with my feet in a ftraw baiket, and my 
hands fixed to a cord which ^as gradually 
let down. I got to the bottom without ef
fort or danger; but when I was to re- 
afcend, though my heart did not fail 
me, my head was ready to turn. I had 
no fooner been raifed about thirty feet, 
than I had nearly quitted my hold; 
happily I cried out in time to be let eafily 
down again. Had not my cries, which 
announced fear on my part, and caufed 
it in thofe whom I had left above, been 
immediately complied with, moil pro

bably 
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bably I fhould never have written an ac
count of my journey : but perhaps I 
ought to aik, would this have been a 
lofs to the public ? As foon as I found 
myfelf at the bottom, a robuft and ex
perienced waggoner came down and faft- 
ening me to his girdle by the cord which 
had nearly been fatal to me, accom
panied me in my perpendicular af- 
cent. I made it with as much confi
dence as fafety ; and arriving like truth 
from the bottom of my well, I remarked 
in the faces of thofe who had affifted me, 
more fear than I myfelf had felt.

Another interefting excurfion which 
I made from Valencia was to Murviedro. 
This city is built upon a part of the 
ground upon which old Saguntum for
merly flood.
» ’. T C > ’ r . •

Murviedro is diftant four leagues from 
Valencia, upon the road to Barcelona. 
This road crofies one of the moil fertile 
and variegated diftridls in the kingdom 
of Valencia. I flopped twice by the 

Vol. II. Z way;
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way; once to fee San Miguel de los Reyes, 
a convent of Francifcans, the cloifters o£ 
which greatly refemble thofe of the Ef- 
curial, and appear to have had the fame 
architect; and afterwards to vifit the 
Carthufian monaftery of Porta Cceli, one 
of the three in the environs of Madrid. 
T he predilection of the Carthufian monks, 
for this country, would alone be fuffi- 
cient to give an idea of its beauty and 
fertility. Nothing can be more delight
ful than the fituation of the Carthufian 
monaftery I vifited. Every thing breaths 
abundance, and preferves a calm in the 
mind. It is impoffible to confider as the 
God of vengeance, whofe anger is to be 
appeafed by aufterity and felf-denial, the 
Supreme Being who pours down his be
nefactions in fuch profufion around this 
habitation. Thofe who refide in it» 
feem only to be infpired with peace
ful fentiments. I entered fome of then' 
cells, which are remarkable for their 
neatnefs and elegant fimplicity; it ap
peared to me that a good confcience, en- 
j^ying its own purity, ought rather to 

refide
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refide there than repentance drinking 
her own tears. I vifited the church-yard 
of the monks; modeftly furrounded by 
palm trees, which ihade their tombs; 
while rofe buihes are planted on the out- 
fide as if they were intended to prevent 
their remains from infeCting the air which 
is refpired in this peaceful afylum. I re
gretted that, as in this place, death was 
not every where prefented under lets hi
deous forms, and deprived of the images 
which render it fo frightful. Why, faid 
I to myfelf, fhould this inevitable paifage 
be ftrewed over with funereal objects and 
furrounded with horrors ? Why ihould 
we not rather aid mortals to pafs through 
it, if not with joy, at leaft with fere- 
nity ? Far then be removed from the 
bed of death every thing which may ter
rify furvivors! Let us enjoy without ex
cels, and confequently without remorfe, 
the good things which the earth pro
duces; and when the organized drift, 
which for a few moments is animated by 
the breath of life, is required of us by that 
common mother of mankind, let it ferve

Z2 to 
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to fertilife her entrails, and, if it be pof- 
fible, to beautify her furface.

With thefe reflections I fet off to Mur
viedro. Two leagues Torn it, the caftles 
by which it is commanded, prefented 
themfelves to view. Having Livy in my 
pocket, I fought for the defcription of the 
famous fiege the citizens of Saguntum 
fuftairied againft Hannibal. I doubted 
not but the walls were the remains of 
the ramparts from which thefe courage
ous people fo long repelled the Cartha
ginian hero. I afterwards learned that 
thefe caftles were the work of the Moors. 
They had built upon the heights on which 
they are fituated, feven fortrefles that com
municated with each other by fubterrane- 
ouspaflages, fome of which are ftill almoft 
entire. It appears that the ground up
on which they ftand was not a part of 
old Saguntum, and that this city, built 
half way up the eminence, extended on 
the other fide into the plain approach
ing the fea. Livy fays, it was not a 
thoufand paces from it; if he was exaX m
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his calculation, the opinion I adopted is 
well founded : for in that cafe Sagun
tum muft have extended far beyond the 
prefent confines of Murviedro, which is 
at the diftance of a league from the fea. 
In fupport of this opinion it was re
marked to me, that at the foot of the 
eminence many Carthaginian and Ro
man antiquities had been difcovered. 
We ftill find, in Murviedro, ftones with 
Phoenician or Latin infcriptions, and 
the latter are numerous. Some of them 
are inferted in the walls, and there are 
five of them, remarkably well preferved, 
to be feen in the walls of a church. 
Thole on the fide of the mountain ap
pear to have been unintentionally car
ried thither by the Moors, in common 
with other ftones for building. Thus, 
in the walls of their ancient fortrefles, 
We find a ftatue of white marble without 
a head, and fome ftones with infcriptions 
placed in an inverted pofition by the 
hands of ignorance,

J could
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I could not but walk with a kind of 
reverence over this ground, trodden in 
turnsby Carthaginians, Romans, Goths, 
Moors and Spaniards, all of whom had 
here diilinguiihed themfelves either by 
their valour or their induftry. I com
pared the different fiâtes through which 
it had paffed under thefe different mailers. 
It has undoubtedly been the feene of 
greater fplendor and magnificence, but 
are not the riches of Nature with which 
it is covered, the olive and mulberry trees, 
the vines, the verdure which decorates it 
from the confines of Murviedro to the 
fea, and on every other fide as far as the 
eye can reach, with the induftry of the 
inhabitants which converts all thefe 
produétions into profit, as valuable in 
the eye of the philofopher as the exploits 
of the warlike inhabitants of Saguntum, 
and the magnificence which the Romans 
formerly difplayed within its walls ? For 
the city having been puniihed for its brave 
defence by a total deftrudlion, was af
terwards rebuilt by the Romans, who 
made it one of their municipia, and one of
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the moil fplendid cities they poffeffed 
out of Italy. At this period was eredled 
the monument of which the mutilated 
remains ilill prove the power and opu
lence of Saguntum during the laft ages 
of the Roman republic. Among other 
temples there was one confecrated to 
Bacchus, fome remains of which are feen 
to the left, when, returning from Valen
cia, we arrive at the entrance, of Mur
viedro. The mofaic pavement was pre- 
ferved until the prefent century: but the 
negligence of thofe to whom the care of 
it was entrufted, had nearly buffered this 
precious relic of antiquity to be loft to 
the world, when what remained of it 
was removed to the library of the arch- 
biihop, where it is ilill to be feen.

The foundation of the ancient Circus 
of Saguntum is ilill difcoverable, upon 
which walls, ferving as an inclofure to a 
long continuation of orchards, have been 
built. A part of it yet remains above 
ground, in which the mafonry of the Ro
mans is clearly difcernible. This Circus, 

Z 4 ’ as
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as it is eafy to perceive, was adjoining to 
a fmall river, which was the chord of 
the fegment formed by the Circus. The 
bed only of the river now remains. It 
cannot be doubted but that, when the 
mock fea fights, called Naumachia, were 
here exhibited, this bed was filled by the 
tributes of neighbouring canals which 
ftill exift.

But of all that remains of old Sasun- O
turn, nothing is in fo good prefervation 
as the theatre. The examination of this 
noble monument cannot but be extremely 
pleafing to a real lover of antiquity. My 
guide was the curate of one of the 

- churches of Murviedro, a man equally 
polite and well informed on the fubjedt 
in queilion. He acknowledged, that all 
he was going to advance was taken from 
a difiertation by a learned Spanifh Dean 
of the laft century, named Marti. Mr. 
Peyron has given an extract of this per
formance in his Effais fur liEJpagne, and 
I muft refer thofe who wilh to form an 
accurate idea of an ancient Roman 

theatre
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theatre to the extra#. I fhall confine 
myfelf to the following particulars, 
which appeared to me the moil inte- 
refting:

The theatre is fufficiently well pre- 
ferved for us plainly to diftinguifh the 
manner in which the fpedlators were 
diftributed at thefe dramatic reprefenta- 
tions. The different feats which the 
citizens occupied, each clafs according 
to its rank, are diftindtly feen. At the 
bottom, in the place of our orcheftra 
are the feats for the magiftrates; next 
thofe for the equeftrian order, and laft 
of all thofe for the body of the people. 
The two door ways at which the magis
trates entered ftill remain; alfo two 
higher up, exclufively referved for the 
equeftrian order ; and almoft at the top 
of the amphitheatre, which continues 
without interruption from top to bot
tom, the two galleries by which the 
multitude withdrew, and for that reafon, 
called by the ancients, vomitoria', laftly, 
the four or five higheft rows of feats 

were
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were dcftined to li&ors and courtefans, 
who entered without either door or flair
cafe. As this theatre is built on the de
clivity of a mountain, the ground lifes 
in proportion with the benches; fo that 
on which ever fide the people entered 
they found themfelves almoft on a 
level with the place they were to oc
cupy. Thofe of the lidtors and cour
tefans are ftill in good prefervation ; and 
the femicircular roof of the whole edifice 
is entire. On the outfide, a part of the 
plinth which terminates it yet remains, as 
alfo the projedling ftones, in which were 
inferted the bars to which was faftened 
the great curtain, fufficiently large to 
cover the whole aflembly, and drawn to 
keep off rain and the fun ; for except in 
this cafe the whole audience was expofed 
to the open air. The care of the Romans 
to avoid tumult, either on entering the 
theatre or quitting it, and every kind 
of accident, appears to have been admira
ble. It is manifeft that in fuch a theatre, 
all of ftone, without a foot of timber, 
accidents from fire were not to be feared.

We
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We have juft feen that the whole af- 
fembly was feated and defended from 
the injuries of the air. Every means 
Was taken to prevent diforder. 1 he 
places of the judges are clearly difcerni- 
ble towards the right fide of the am
phitheatre. If any turbulent fpcdiator 
drew upon himfelf their animadverfion, 
they had lidtors at hand to feize him; 
thefe conducted him into a private 
chamber, between which and the judge's 
feats there was a communication by a 
little ftaircafe; he was there inter 10- 
gated, and, if found culpable, was con
fined in a prifon, under the chamber, un
til the exhibition was concluded.

I did not take the dimenfions of this 
noble monument; but my guide fup- 
pofed it, according to the eftimate of 
dean Marti, capable of containing nine 
thoufand perfons; and this appeared to 
me credible. But what feemed to me 
but little fo was, that the adtors iliould, 
in the open air, have been able to make 
themfelves heard by fo numerous an 

audi-
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audience. I wiflied to allure myfelf of 
this, and placing a boy where the ftage 
formerly was, but of which no traces 
remain, whilft I was at the top of the 
amphitheatre, made him repeat phrafes, 
of which I loft not a word. J have faid 
no traces of the ftage remain; in fait, 
beyond the amphitheatre, of which fomc 
of the benches towards the center at? 
fenlibly decayed, fcarcely any veftiges of 
the place occupied by the adtors are to 
be found. The ground about the the- 
atie offers nothing but a few trees and 
decayed buildings. The front of the 
ancient ftage, which, in our modern 
theatres, may be compared to the fpace 
in which the foot-lights are placed, has 
been converted into an alley of mulberry 
trees; and ropes are now made on that 
ground where formerly the verfes 
of Terence were recited to a Roman 
audience. This comparifon caufed me 
to reflect for an inftant on the viciffi- 
tude of human affairs: man, faid I, 
ieems to with to recompence himfelf 
for the frailty and ihprtnefs of his em

inence 
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iftence by raifing monuments, which re
main whilft ages and generations arife 
and pafs away : we might fuppofe them 
capable of braving the ravages of years; 
but,Time, jealous of his imprefcriptible 
rights, beats down, overturns, and an
nihilates thefe pretended immortal edi
fices. The liars in the celeftial canopy, 
ever perfect, ever incorruptible, ihine 
only on their ruins; and men will foon 
difagree about the place they have oc
cupied : the liars themfelves, which by 
their immenfity and duration awe our 
imagination, as our eyes are dazzled by 
their fplendour, will one day be extin- 
guifhed by the voice of that Eternal 
Being, who alone will furvive our works 
and his own creation.

Before I quit the theatre of Saguntum, 
I mult obferve, that no care is taken to 
preferve this valuable monument. A fort 
of keeper has his habitation there, which 
he extends or changes as is molt conve
nient to himfelf, by pulling down what
ever incommodes him. A few poor ^a~ 

milies
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milies build within it wretched huts, 
for which the Romans, almoft twenty 
centuries ago, prepared walls and ceil
ings. Never was time better affifted in 
its ravages. Had count Caylus or Win- 
kelmann been witneffes to thefe facri- 
leges, they would have watered this bar
barous earth with their tears; but an
tiquity appears not to have one enthu- 
fiaftical admirer within a hundred leagues 
round Murviedro. I mull, however, 
do juftice to the ingenious idea of the 
corregidor of Murviedro, notwithftand- 
ing it would appear to us, who are ac- 
cuftomed to the circumfcribed limits of 
our modern theatres, too vaft and gi
gantic. This magiftrate raifing up, if 
I may fo fpeak, the remains of a Roman 
theatre, laft year reftored it for fome. 
hours to its ancient ufe, by caufing a 
Spaniih piece to be reprefented within 
its walls.

From the theatre of Saguntum we 
climb rather than walk up to the an
cient fortreffes of the Moors, which 

crown
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crown the enclofure ; upon the platform 
on the fummit, is an humble hermitage, 
the inhabitant of which enjoys one of 
the fineft profpecls in Spain. It com
mands the rich plain which feparates 
Murviedro from Valencia. From the 
hermitage we fee the fteeples of this 
capital rifing through the orchards, 
by which it is furrounded. Before us we 
view, in perfpe&ive, a confiderable part 
of the Mediterranean, the ihores of 
which are covered with vineyards, olive 
and mulberry trees from Murviedro to 
the edges of its banks: on the left a 
chain of hills bounds the horizon and 
infenfibly diminifhes to a level with the 
fea, leaving no interval but that formed 
by the road to Barcelona.

Satisfied with admiring, I defcended 
to Murviedro. The fervant of our oblig
ing guide there waited for us, and had 
prepared a plentiful dinner, to which 
all the produ&ions of the neighbouring 
country had contributed. Sufficiency, 
though without luxury or elegance, dif- 

played 
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played itfelf in all his ruftic apartments 
I remarked that one of the fteps which 
led to them was a (tone from among 
thofe with antique ; inscriptions in the 
ruins of ancient Saguntum ; monuments 
never intended to be trodden under foot by 
the ignorant modern inhabitants of that 
city. Even they, however, applauded 
the happy idea of the corregidor ; and 
their Sacrileges are expiated.

The wine of the environs of Mur- 
viedro is ftrong and well tailed; but 
mt) ft of it is converted into brandy, 
which is put into barrels on the fpot. 
Thefe are fent to a fmall port about a 
league from Murviedro, where they are 
there ihipped for the North, or for 
Spaniih America, which for fome years 
pail has afforded a confiderable market 
for the brandies of the coaft of Va
lencia.

In the evening I returned to Va
lencia, whence I departed two days after, 
and I mull confefs with great regret :

I had
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I had there found what might well en
gage a curious traveller to remain much 
longer; inftruiiion and pleafure. My 
vifit to Saguntum and the manufactures 
did not prevent me from affifting at great 
dinners, country parties, concerts, and 
balls; and, not with Handing the aufte- 
rity of the prelate, at a private play 
reprefented by fome of the firft nobi
lity, who in this capital are fo blind 
to their own intereft as to be the (laves 
of vanity by excluding merchants from 
their fociety. They are puniihed for 
this by the infipid life they in general 
lead ; to (hake off which, in fome mea- 
fure, they conceived the defign of re- 
prefenting a Spaniih tragedy. The 
count de Carlet was the only perfon 
among this fomewhat too Supercilious 
nobility, to whom I had recommenda
tions. The count is a nobleman of Va> 
lencia, has travelled much, and in fo
reign countries acquired a tafte for the 
fine arts. He procured me the pleafure 
of palTing an hour at this reprefentation. 
I faw there the people of quality of

Vol. II. A a Va-
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Valencia, and perceived it was much 
to be regretted that feveral of the fair 
fex were not more frequently feen, and 
in a narrower circle. I cannot omit 
mentioning; with the utmoft refpect, 

z the countefs of Lumiarez, and the two 
mademoifelles de Mafcarell. •

In returning from Valencia to Madrid 
I would not take the road by which 1 
had come. There was another, longer 
by (even leagues, but much lefs rugged 
-and difficult. As it was not the port 
road, and as that mode of travelling had 
befidesbeen inconvenient to me, I hired 
one of the little cabriolets, called Cdlezin, 
fo much in vogue in that country, and 
which, even in the ftreets of Valencia, 
perform the fame fervice as our hack
ney coaches. I took my place in this 
humble carriage, after dining with the 
count of Carlet. His guefts, as well as 
himfelf, (hewed me, until the laft mo
ment, the moil flattering politenefs. '1 
was accompanied to the diftance of half 
a league from the city by five or fix 

per ions,

perfons, one of whom was the king’s 
lieutenant, M. de Cortes, an old man, 
equally amiable and refpectable, who 
appeared to have honoured me with a 
diftinguiihed place in his efteem, and 
feemed much affedted when he took his 
leave. I continued to take the road to 
San-Felipe, ftill enchanted with the 
beauties Nature has fo prodigally be- 
flowed on this favoured country, and de
lighted with the kindnefs and cordiality 
of its inhabitants.

For fix leagues I crofted the richeft 
country imaginable, by one of the beft 
toads in Spain. The three laft leagues 
to San-Felipe, are lefs agreeable than 
the former, but the nurferies of mul
berry and olive plants, interfperfed with 
fields of rice, continue to the environs 
of the city.

I did not arrive at San-Felipe until 
°ne o’clock in the morning, which 
obliged me to pafs the remainder of the 
Jfight upon the boards in the kitchen,

.. Aaa fur-
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furrounded by dogs and cats, and flung 
by infects. I fhortened this difagreeable 
night as much as poflible, and at four 
o’clock was ready to purfue my journey; 
but, before I departed, I had time fufli- 
cient to vifit the city, known in the war 
of the Spanifh fucceffion by the name 
of Xativa. The city and fuburbs occupy 
a confiderable fpace ; yet the inhabitants 
amount not to more than ten thoufand. 
It is built on the declivity of a moun
tain, at the foot of two cattles, which 
form an amphitheatre. This fituation 
accounts for the long refinance made 
by Xativa to the arms of Philip V. for 
which it was puniihed by the lofs of its 
name and privileges. Among the churches 
of San-Felipe there is one intirely new, : 
which has a better appearance than 
many cathedrals. San-Felipe has alfo a 
great number of fountains that would 
embellifh even the moil confiderable 
cities.

I now took leave of fine roads and 
rich countries, and foon travelled be- 

. tween 
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tween uncultivated and depopulated hills, 
feeing nothing either to the right or left 
but a little hemp and corn. After three 
leagues of unequal road, by turns over 
flones and a greafy foil which the leatt 
rain diffolves, 1 arrived at the Vent a del 
Puerto, a miferable village, fourteen 
leagues from Valencia, and upon the 
confines of the kingdom of Murcia, 
which I had heard fo much extolled. 
From this point the view is confined on 
all tides by fterile mountains, croffcd by 
the road to Almanza. After having 
travelled half a league, I difcovered this 
place, at the extremity of a vail plain, 
famous for the vidlory which infured 
the throne to Philip V. This plain is 
well cultivated, and its fertility feems 
to incrcafe as we approach Almanza. 
It produces corn and hemp. There is 
a tradition at Almanza, that the years 
immediately fucceeding the battle, which 
has received its name from that place, 
Were extremely fertile ; a fad compen- 
fation for the deftrudtion the vidlory 
had occafioned to the human fpecies.

A a 3 The
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The conquerors and the conquered, 
heaped upon each other on the field of 
battle, fattened the foil, the fcene of their 
victory or defeat, and increafed, by their 
death, the fertility of the country they 
had ravaged during their lives. About 
the diftance of a cannon (hot, on this 
fide Almanza, is a focle, which is afcended 
by a few fteps, and bears upon its four 
tides Latin and Spaniih infcriptions, re
lative to the victory gained by the Mar- 
Ihal Berwick. Above the focle rifes a 
little pyramid, upon which was formerly 
an armed lion. As the pyramid is placed 
dole by the fide of the great road, the 
people of Valencia had continually before 
their eyes an upbraiding token of their 
rebellion, and, with (tones, beat down the 
lion which (till feemed to threaten them. 
The fmall ilatue the pyramid now bears, 
was fubftituted to the lion. To eternife 
a victory like that of Almanza, a more 
magnificent monument would be to be 
wiihed for.
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Almanza is only a fpacious village 

with wide ftreets, and low but hand- 
forne houfes. Its induftry is confined 
to the weavers, who indeed are nu
merous : the hemp grown in the neigh
bourhood ■ is not fufficient for their em
ployment. To the north of the village 
are the ruins of an old inhabited canle, 
and to the weft, at about a quar
ter of a league from Almanza, is an ir
regular mountain, of fuch a fhape, that 
at a diftance-the traveller is inclined to 
take it for an enormous intrenchment.

The roads which lead from Almanza 
are bad, acrofs a ftony country, wild, 
and covered with heath ; this is ano
ther not very pleafing part of the king
dom of Murcia. For about a league the 
load runs by the fide of a wood of Caf- 
carrales, large trees, the fruit of which 
is.a long hufk, full of a kind of coagu
lated juice, and given as a treat to the 
cattle of the country. A little farther 
on I crofted a wood of green oaks, 
(Encinas) which produce the bcllotta 01 

. . A a 4 acorn,
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acorn, a fruit formerly precious to our 
anceftors, and which, in the prefent age, 
is not too vulgar for the delicate tafte 
of the Spaniih ladies. It is true the 
acorn of thefc green oaks fenfibly differs 
from that of the common oak (Robles)- 
It is lefler, and has a tafte a good deal 
like that of a hazel nut. The other kind 
of acorn, which in Spain has the fame 
bitternefs as in other countries, is em- 
ployed for the fame purpofe as elfe- 
where.

Two leagues from the little village 
Del villar, is the Vent a del Rincon, a foli- 
tary inn, but tolerably good, although 
fituated in a barren foil. A league far- 
ther on we perceive Chinchilla, a town 
on a barren eminence, but which com
mands the fpacious and fertile plains of 
la Mancha. As we approach Albacete 
the foil gives fufficient indications that 
they arc near. This town, fituated thirty 
leagues from Valencia and Alicant, is a 
quarter for cavalry, and has in its environs 
fields of wheat, barley and fome pafture?.

About
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About half a league from it is a tolerably 
handfome aquedudt, the road leading to 
which is the favorite walk of the inha
bitants,

Albacete covers a confiderable fpace 
of ground; it is a place much frequented 
by travellers, and efpecially by people 
in bufinefs. Its induftry is exercifed on 
the iron and fteel brought thither from 
Alicant. The manufactures of Albacete 
will not for a long time be prejudicial to 
the hard-ware of France and England ; 
but they are at leaft fufficient to baniih 
from the city idlenefs and poverty, and 
to give to the inhabitants an appearance 
of opulence and activity 5 which pleafes 
the eye of the traveller, fatigued with 
crofting a barren and wretched coun
try.

From Albacete, after having pafted 
through two extenfive villages, La Gineta 
and La Roa, I arrived at Minalla, another 
large village, fo unprovided that I found 
nothing I could purchafe to eat, not 

even
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even bread ; of which each individual 
hakes as much as is fufficient for his own 
wants, and has none to fell. The nine 
leagues of road from Albacete to Minalla 
lie acrofs a vaft plain which, not being 
well cultivated, produces only a little 
corn and fome fafffon. The inhabitants, 
however, though in all other refpefits 
without indyftry or activity, feed num
bers of thofe impure animals profcribed 
by the law of Mofes, and which poetry 
dares not name without a periphrafis.
; bmdgmd. Li-., > ,l Ai io. <n..Lwh

,1 went in the evening to Al Provenzio, 
where I llept. This is a town rather 
confiderable; the cultivation of fafffon 
isjthe principal employment of the in
habitants. At Al, Provenzio I met with 
a French baker, who was delighted at 
hearing me fpeak his own language, 
which infpired him with fufficient confi
dence to induce him to make his com
plaints to me of the perfecutions he fuf- 
fered, and to requeft me to lay them be
fore the minifter. Although he had long 
been married and eitabliihed in the coun

try,

O F S P A IN. - 363

try, he never had been able to expiate 
the crime of being a Frenchman ; he was 
looked upon with a jealous eye, and fe- 
verely treated : his great and unpardon
able fault was, making better bread than 
the other bakers. Thus, inevery fituation, 
envy accompanies and embitters fuCcefs. 
I adminiftered to the poor baker all the 
Confolation my humanity could fuggeft: 
and, for a few comforting- words and 
vague promifes of ufing my credit in his 
favour, I received his benedictions and 
the effufions of his gratitude.

’ Beyond Al Provenzio the foil becomes 
better-^crofled well cultivated lands, and 
paffed througn two villages. Pedronera, 
in which there is a manufactory of falt- 
petre, and La Mota well fituated in 
no very deep valley. This village is 
commanded by an eminence upon 
which are twelve windmills, which 
appear as if ranged in order of battle. 
According to their pofition, relative to the 
two villages, Quintanar and El Tobofo, 
which owe all their renown to the immor

tal
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tai Cervantes, I doubted not but thefe T
windmills were thofe on which Don Quix
ote made his firfteifay in chivalry. Ifur- 
veyed the extenfive plains which had been 
the icene of his adventures. I was only 
a league from ElTobofo, the birth place 
of the fair Dulcinea; and by making a lit
tle circuit, might pafs through this vil
lage, which the lively pen of Cervantes 
has almoft nearly rendered equal in fame 
to the greateft cities hiftory has celebrated. 
I feemed to fee the ihades of this meat 
man, and of his hero wandering in thefe 
fields. To have gone out of the way 
about half a league would have com
pletely gratified my curiofity; but my 
conductor, who was but little verfed in 
literature, and like la Fontaine’s hag, 
not accuftomed to read, did not partake of 
my curiofity: I was obliged to content 
myfelf with difeovering, from the great 
road, the iteeple of El Tobofo, the little 
wood in which Don Quixote waited for 
the tender interview to be procured him 
by his faithful fquire, and the houfe in 

which 
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which Dulicinea received his amorous 
meifage.

Full of the ideas which thefe ro
mantic plains called to my recollection, 
I paired through Quentavar, and arrived 
at Corral, a large village within nine 
leagues of Aranjuez.

It was to this place that one of the fine 
roads of Spain, for which the kingdom 
is indebted to the Count de Florida Blan
ca, had been brought, and which has 
fince been further continued. No road 
can be more ftraight, folid, or better 
formed. It begins at Aranjuez, and, crof- 
fing Ocana, advances into la Mancha, 
within fixteen leagues of the capital. 
Thence to Madrid the road is as fine as 
any in Europe; but this barren, naked and 
ill peopled country yet remains to be 
rendered fiouriihing; the induftry of the 
inhabitants, crowded togeth er in the great 
villages, at leaft three leagues from each 
other, without fo much as a hamlet, 
farm or thicket, in the interval which 

feparates
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feparates them, is yet to be excited ; and 
commodious afylums to be built for tra
vellers, who in croffing the extended 
and burning plains,' frequently hand in 
need of iliade, refreihment, and repofc. 
Thefe conveniences are wanting on all 
the roads in Spain : to furniih them is a 
talk worthy of the intelligent zeal of the 
Count de- Florida Blanca, who has for 
feveral years paft dedicated the leifure of 
peace to this beneficent purpofe.

: At the time of my return from Valen
cia, this minifter was ferioufly employed 
in eftabliihing ftage carriages. Until 
then, the only manner of travelling ex- 
peditioufly was on poll horfes; and thofe 
whofe age, fex or fituation would not 
permit them to travel in this dangerous 
manner, were obliged to be ilowly drag
ged in the carriages of the country, drawn 
by fix mules, the only animals ufed here 
to draw. Thefe carriages, called colleras, 
go eight or, at moil, ten leagues a day, fo 
that the journey from Cadiz to Bayonne, 
a diftance of an hundred leagues, took

j up 

up at leaft three weeks. The Count de 
Florida Blanca perceived that one means 
of giving new life to the country, was to 
render communication more fpeedy and 
eafy. He therefore conceived the pro
jet of making roads, building inns, and 
eftabliihing poft horfes. The expences 
and difficulties of the late war retarded
the execution of the plan; and, even 
fince the re-eftabliihment of the peace, it 
has been but ilowly and gradually exe
cuted*.  The four principal roads, thofe 
from Madrid to Cadiz, to Barcelona, to 
the frontiers of France, and to Portugal, 
Were firft attended to by the minifter; 
and among thefe that which eftablilhed a 
communication between the two moil 
eminent cities in the kingdom required 
the preference; for which reafon, the firft 
cares of the Count de Florida Blanca were 

lii7’'.n'Tn On,.t■■ tr1 hI lo fif'd iib o,d.l i-Ttm
* I have been informed that, fince my departure' 

from Spain, there are diligences eftablilhed on-fome 
of. the: principal roads, among others, from . Bay
onne to .Madrid, by which means the journey may be

Tmopl / ; ■ i ■•vrperformed m fix davs,
•3‘ •dedicated 
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dedicated to it; and towards the end of 
1784, travelling in a poft-chaife from 
Madrid to Cadiz, was already commodi
ous, at leaft in fine weather; for the 
roads of Andalufia have ftill need of 
much repair, not to be impaflable after 
long rains.

In the year 1785, I was one of the firft 
who made ufe of the new convenience to 
crofs this famous Province, and to vifit 
one of the moil celebrated ports in the 
world.

From Aranjuez, I firft went to Ocana, a 
little city upon a rifing ground, which 
infenfiby lowers as we approach Gu
ardia, diftant from it three leagues. In 
1785 Ocana contained nothing remark
able, but a riding fchool, which flouriihed 
under the direction of lieutenant-general 
Don Antonio Ricardos, and furniihed 
the Spaniih cavalry with able officers, 
when the count, for reafons of which I 
will not pretend to judge, thought pro
sper to fupprefs it.

On
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On leaving Ocana the eye embraces 

a vaft plain perfe&ly level, which gives 
fome previous idea of thofe of la Mancha. 
As we approach this province we meet 
with frequent groups of olive trees. All 
Guardia, except the church, appears at 
a diftance like a large heap of ruins. 
Tembleque, which is two leagues from 
it, has not a bad appearance, nor is it 
deftitute of induftry. Silks are woven 
there from the raw materials brought 
from Toledo. The neighbouring country 
alfo produces a little faltpetre: this, 
however, does not embellilh the en
virons.

The firft ftage after Tembleque, is a 
little folitary houfe, called Canada de la 
Higuera: this is the moft miferable inn 
upon the whole road. I found nothing 
there but water, which, for want of a 
glafs, I was obliged to drink out of the 
pitcher. -

Two leagues fartheron is Madridejos, 
a handfome village, on leaving which

Vol. II. B b the
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the traveller is agreeably furprifed. to 
find, in the midfl: of plains entirely with
out verdure, an alley of white elms, a 
few kitchen gardens, and feveral clumps 
of trees :—Rari nantes in gurgite vajlo.

This plain leads to Puertolapiche, a 
little village, near to which Don Quixote, 
at the beginning of his adventures, was 
dubbed knight-errant. It is fituated at 
the extremity of two hills, over which 
are {battered a few orange trees. The 
hills gradually lower towards a kind 
of defile, where the vaft plains of la 
Mancha become naixow for a lliort 
fapce, and afterwards widen and extend 
themfeives to the feet of the Sierra 
Morena.

Villalta is a village two leagues from 
the latter, where coarfe cloths are made 
with the wool of the diftridb. Before I 
arrived there I pafled a long and narrow 
{tone bridge, badly kept in repair, on 
each -fide of which is a large morafs co

vered
’ i I .
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vered with handing water and weeds. 
The traveller is not a little furprifed 
when he learns that this fpecies of 
marih is the ftream of the river Guadi- 
ana, which, at a little diftance from the 
bridge, hides its lazy waters under
ground, afterwards appears again, erodes 
Eft'ramadura, then a part of Portugal, 
and forms, where it falls into the fea, 
the limit between that kingdom and 
Spain.

From Villalta to Manzanares, one of 
the greateft towns of la Mancha, are five 
long leagues; the carabineers have there 
one of their chief quarters, and in return 
for the plenty they diffufe through the 
diftridt, they fomewhat violate, regard- 
lefs of moral propriety, the rights of 
hofpitality. They form the fin,eft corps of 
the Spanifh army, and their being fixed 
in la Mancha fecures to that province 
the continuation of a fine race of fub- 
jedts. Frederick II. in his political and 
military fyitem, would, perhaps, have 
commended a diforder uleful to his 

Bb 2, views.
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views. Charles III. is certainly Unac
quainted with it; his virtue would never 
fuffer him to tolerate an open violation 
of order and. decency.

At a fhort diftance from Manzanares 
I crofted the little river of Javaion, the 
waters of which, according to the plan 
adopted in 1785, are to be employed to 
eftedt a junction between the Tagus and 
the Guadiana. The wine of the envi
rons of Manzanares is little inferior to 
thatof Valdepennas, another town, four 
leagues from the former. All this dif- 
tridl is the real good wine country of 
la Mancha. Santa Cruz, two leagues far
ther on, is the chief place of the eftates 
ofthegrandee of Spain, who, fincetbelaft 
year, has been grand-mafter of his Catho
lic majefty’s houlhold. Two leagues from 
Santa Cruz, is the little village of Almo- 
radiel, where, towards the fouth, the 
vaft plains of la Mancha terminate. I be
lieve there is not a country in Europe 
Jefs varied than that for twenty long 
and tedious leagues between Tembleque 
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and Almoradiel. Nothing can be mor.e 
undiverfified than the afpcct of this vaft 
horizon : we travel three or four leagues 
without meeting with an human habi
tation to give repofe to the wearied eye; 
We wander over fields, almoft countries 
even, the cultivation of which does not. 
appear lively, although the foil wants 
nothing but lefs aridity to become excel
lent. A few thin plantations of olive trees 
fometimes interrupt the uniformity of 
the plain; fewer vineyards are found than 
we lhould expeft there when the great 
confumption of the .wine of la Mancha in 
Spain is confidered. This province is 
not fo uniform in its dimenfions as that we 
crofs from Madrid to Cadiz. To the weft 
of Tembleque and Madridejos, there are 
wide valleys lefs dry th an the plains. Every 
two years the king goes to take the diver- 
fion of hunting in the environs of Ye- 
venes, a village in the weftern part of la 
Mancha, twelve leagues from Aranjuez, 
that commands a fine and very exten- 
five valley, in which is a vaft number 
of olive plants, and on the other fide,

B b 3 the
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the old. caftle of Confuegra is feen on 
ri. chain of hills. The city of this name 
is at the foot of the caftle. Here a 
Frenchman, M. Salvador Dampierre, of 
whom I have formerly fpoken, eftabliihed, 
ten or twelve years ago, a manufacture 
of faltpetre, the fuccefs of which an- 
fwered not to hii endeavours.

After leaving Ahnoradicl, we approach 
the Sierra Morena. A few years ago 
this diftriCt was the dread of travellers, 
who, therefore, when they were to crofs 
it, went more to the weft, to gain the 
chain of mountains of the fame name: 
paffing by the town of Vifo, and thence 
crofting the mountains, almoft at the 
peril of their lives, in one of the fteepeft 
parts, called Puerto del Rey. M. le Maur, 
a Frenchman, who for a long time has 
been one of the corps of engineers in 
Spain, and whofe talents languished in 
oblivion, was chofen in 1779, by. the 
count de Florida Blanca, to render prac
ticable a road the moil frequented of 
any in the kingdom. He has made it 

one 
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one of the fineft in Europe; it con
tinues for fix leagues, from Almoradiel 
to Carolina: at firft it has an afcent 
almoft infenfible; but the rocks of 
which this country is full, rife ftill 
higher ; and the road paffes through the 
windings they form. M. le Maur had 
no choice but that of carrying it through 
the valleys, which lie at their foot, 01 
over their craggy tops. The hand of 
genius .found a medium, and conduits 
the aftoniihed traveller along the 
fide of the rocks. Thofe which op- 
pofed his pairage were either removed 
by the explofion of gunpowder, or le
velled by art and induftry; fome of them 
fupport the fame road to which they 
feemed to oppofe invincible obftacles, as 
conquerors overthrow the enemies of 
their glorious defigns, and convert them 
into inftruments to execute their will. 
By long circuits only, it is that art ha$ 
gained this triumph; it called to its aid 
bridges, arched hopes, and walls, breaft 
high: feeble ramparts, behind which the 
traveller proceeds without danger or fear

Bb4 uPon



3/6 THE PRESENT STATE 

upon the brink of an abyfs. In this 
manner he arrives at the defpena perros, 
where the rocks approach each other fo 
near that they feem to form a vault over 
his head. A brook runs through the 
valley; and its water will be of great affif- 
tance to the canal of which M. le Maur 
has drawn the plan.

About a quarter of a league beyond 
this mafs of rocks, is the poll: ftage of 
Las Correderas, a group of folitary thatched 
cabins, in the bofom of the mountains. 
There is no difficulty in afcending from 
this place to la Carolina, the chief town 
of the new fettlement of the Sierra Mo- 
rena. I have already obferved, that the 
flourishing hate of this fettlement is due 
to Don Pablo Oiavide. The difgrace 
of this illuftrious man has been the 
caufe of their decline ; not that his fuc- 
ceffor Don Miguel Ondeano has not the 
ftiongeft zeal and moil excellent inten
tions : but befides his not having the 
fplendid talents of M. Oiavide, and ef- 
pecially that intelligent activity which 

animates 
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animates every place to which it is di
rected, he was deprived, during all the 
late war, of the hundred thoufand reals 
a month which the king affigned for 
the fupport of thefe colonies ; this fuf- 
pends indifpenfible meafures, the ex- 
pences of which the intendant eftimated, 
in 1785, at near four millions and a half 

=■ of reals. Such were the building of a 
certain number of houfes, the repairing 
of feveral others which had been almoft 
deitroyed by the injuries of time, the 
eftabliihment of eight magazines of corn, 
the building of two new churches, 
of an oil-mill, of barracks, &c. all 
neceffary to the progrefs of cultiva
tion and population. Another fource 
of the decline of this colony, the efta
bliihment of which, notwith (landing its 
defers, does honour to the reign of 
Charles III. is the taxes government is 
too much in a hurry to draw from it. 
The poor colonifts, who do not culti
vate a foil by much fo fertile as at firft 
it was thought to be, already pay to 
the king contributions for the wine, oil, 

brandy,
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brandy, fait and even corn, which they 
confume. It feems too much pains has 
been taken to prove to the court, that 
this eftabliihment, far from being long 
an expence to it, might in a few years 
reimburfe the advances made in its fa
vour. Thefe different difcouragements 
have made agriculture languilh, and 
.driven feveral families from the colony. 
However, as I paifed through it, a well- 
informed perfon affured me the emigra
tions had ceafed, and that in the little 
capital of la Carolina and the hamlets 
depending upon it, there were ftill five 
thoufand and forty-four perfons. A part 
of the German families, which at firft 
were numerous in the colony, have re
tired from it. Thofe which remain aflo- 
ciate by degrees with the Spaniards; and 
at la Carolina they have no longer a prieft 
among them who fpeaks their language.

Guarroman, the firft ftage from la Ca
rolina, is one of the principal places of 
the colonies of the Sierra Morena. It 
contains about a hundred and fourteen 

fami- 
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families, and continues to profper. Corn 
and 'cattle ate the principal refources of 
the' colon ifts. From Guar roman we de- 
fccnd towards Baylen, near the con
fines of the Sierra Morena. Baylen is 
an ancient town, in the neighbourhood 
of which we find fome of the fineft 
horfes in Andalufia.

Thè ftage from Baylen to the Cafa del 
Rey, is the worft upon the road. It is 
by turns fandy and rocky, fteep and 
crooked, and the traveller would fooner 
go over it on foot than in a poft-chaife.
" ........... '■ ■■ ' ■ _ ■ ' ■ . . . i

At about a league from Baylen I le- 
markedto the left, a large Venta, M.Ola- 
vide had ordered to be begun, but 
which, fince his .difgiace, has been neg- 
lefted, as if it had been fubjc&ed to 
the fame anathema as its founder.
ViJ'f H 7 I i -■ -nib

I afterwards paffed the Rumblar, which 
a league farther on falls into the Gua
dalquivir, over a handfome itone bridge. 
At laft I arrived at the Cafa del Rey, a 

foli-
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folitary inn in the middle of the woods» 
Here I began to perceive the Guadalqui
vir, at which I arrived, ata littlediftance 
from Anduxar. The whole road from 
Guarroman to this city is planted with 
olive trees ; and their pale and gloomy 
foliage is the only verdure feen in that 
interval.

Anduxar has a good appearance ; its 
environs are agreeable, andfufhciently in
dicate the neighbourhood of a river. 
The Guadalquivir runs at a little diftance 
from the walls of the city. It has long 
been intended to make it navigable here; 
but the firft thing neceflary to be done 
is to pull down three mills which ob- 
ftrudt its courfe, and extend almoft from 
one bank to the other.

f Í i ; ■ ?■ f . a 1.... ' » *•  3 f « r. kc o, '

From this city the road lies over two 
bridges, feparated by an old and very 
mafly gate, and afterwards runs by the 
fide of a long plantation of olive trees, 
It then continues over a fteep hill, and, 
after a ftage of three long leagues and a 

half.
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half, brings you to Aldea del Rio, a vil
lage upon an eminence, on the bank of 
the Guadalquivir. Its fituation is de
lightful, and the inhabitants feem happy, 
and not fo poor as thofe of the reft of 
the diftriCL They manufacture fome 
coarfe cloth with the wool they gather. 
I found there excellent water melons, 
for which the Lucullufes of Paris would, 
in the heat of the dog-days, have paid a 
guinea each, although they were fold to 
me at five-pence.

The road from this village runs near 
the Guadalquivir to that of Del Carpio, 
fituated upon a fteep hill, and com
manded by an old caftle, which, as I was 
confidently informed, was built before 
the time of the famous Bernard del 
Carpio.

From this place to Cordova is livelong 
leagues. This ancient city, celebrated 
for having been the native place of 
Seneca and Lucan;, the refidence, du
ring feveral centuries, of the Moorifh 

kings, 
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kings, and producing in the neighbour
ing country the fineft horfes in Andalu- 
fia, has nothing majeftic in its appear
ance. The only remarkable edifice it 
contains is the cathedral. The ftreets 
are narrow and ill-paved.' The belt 
view of it is as you arrive from Cadiz. 
It forms, upon a very gentle declivity, 
a kind of femicircular amphitheatre on 
the banks of the Guadalquivir.

Coming from Madrid, the river is pafled 
over a bridge, called Puente d’Alcoleda. 
It was much out of order when I was 
at Cordova, and was then undergoing a 
repair.

From the bridge to the walls of Cor
dova, the ground is even, the foil well 
cultivated, and planted with many young 
olive trees.

During the fliort flay I made in this 
city, I did not fail to vifit the famous 
cathedral, which formerly ferved as a 
mofque to the Moors. It forms a long 
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fquare of a hundred and fifty-eight paces 
by a hundred and thirty-eight, and is 
well lighted, but too low. The columns 
are marble, placed in quincunx and well 
preferved. Without counting them one 
by one, it is difficult to know exaftly 
their number, becaufe moil of the rows 
are interrupted by fome door or chapel; 
but as far as I could judge I fhould 
eftimate them at about fix hundred. 
Thefe columns of blackiih marble reach 
not the ceiling; they are fcarcely more 
than ten or twelve feet high, and have 
neither bafe nor capital; they are joined 
to each other by two arches placed one 
above the other, covered with plaifter, 
and fupported with ftone-work whitened 
over. The refult of the whole is but 
little agreeable to the eye. The cathe
dral therefore is more remarkable for 
its oddity than any real beauties. How
ever, this vaffi edifice, fupported by a 
foreft of columns, and ornamented with 
Chapels, in general well decorated, has 
fomething grand in its appearance. The 
Chriftians, when they confecrated the 

mofque
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mofque to the worihip of the true God, 
added no embelliihments. They have 
fomewhat lelfened its dimenfions by the 
principal chapels; the ceiling of one of 
which feems to be preferved as- it was in 
the time of the Moors.

By the fide of the cathedral is a court, 
the precious remains of the refidence of 
the Moors at Cordova. It is planted with 
orange trees, the ancient and tufted foli
age of which ferves as an afylum to great 
numbers of birds, and covers, with its 
lhade, feveral fountains, which render the 
air conftantly cool. I ihall not foon 
forget the ill reception I met with in this 
city. If I had formed my opinion of the 
character of the people of Cordova like 
the Engliihman, who palled a night at 
Blois, and judged of all the inhabitants 
by the woman of the inn where he flept, 
I fhould have conceived a very indifferent 
idea of their urbanity. I had entered the 
cathedral without difficulty ; butwhilftl 
was numbering the columns, and eftima- 
ting its dimenfions, the few perfons I had 

’ < found
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found there retired, and the different doors 
I had obferved were ihut; none but that 
which opens to the fine orangery of the 
Moors was left unlocked: I went to it to go 
out. But what was my furprife at being 
addreffed by two beadles, who reproached 
me, without much ceremony, for the time 
I had loft in furveying, as they called it, their 
church, as if that had been the proper time 
to remain there. I reprefented to them 
mildly (for this was not the moment to 
be refractory) that as I was a ftranger in 
Cordova, I could not know that noon was 
an improper time to be in the cathedral. 
It is well for you, replied they harihly 
(for mildnefs often encourages infolence) 
that thefe two dogs (fliewing me the 
animals) which are kept to guard the 
church, did not fee for you ; in that cafe 
you would have made your efcape much 
quicker than you came in, as they 
Would not have given you time to count 
the pillars. While going out, by a door 
in the court, which they rather unwil
lingly opened to me, I exprefled my 
aftonifhment that the ftrange office of

Vol. II. Cc driving
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driving the faithful from the houfe of 
God, ihould be conferred upon dogs. 
But my travelling drefs had nothing in 
it which commanded refpedt; and my 
rcmonftrance could have had no effect; 
which I cannot but regret on account of 
thofe who may go thither in future.

The exterior appearance of this cathe- 
.. dral has in it nothing extraordinary. It 
prefents a maffy and irregular building 
with enormous fquare pillars. In the city, 
we perceive no traces of that activity 
which accompanies induftry, although 
there are manufactures of ribbons, laces 
and hats.

From Cordova to Eccija is a diftance 
of ten leagues, acrofs a fine well culti
vated country, with feveral plantations 
of olive trees. On this road the travel
ler fir ft changes h orfes at EZ Cortejo del 
Mango Negro, a folitary farm-houfe, which 
I found furrounded with cows, where, 
however, it would not have been more 
difficult to find a glafs of neCtar than a 

bafon
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bafon of milk. The people of the coun
try told me, it was not the cujlom to milk 
the cows.

La Carlotta, a handfome new built 
village, is three leagues from this ftage. 
The foundation of la Carlotta was nearly 
at the fame time, and had a like object 
with that of la Carolina. It is the chief 
place of the new fettlements of Anda- 
lufia. The intendant who prefides over 
them, as alfo over thofe of la Carolina, 
was at la Carlotta when I arrived there. 
I went to. vifit this refpectble man, whom 
I had known at Madrid. I greatly ad
mired the beauty of his apartments; but 
could not but call to mind, what I had 
frequently heard obferved, that it was 
by fuch. beginnings, that in Spain, moil 
fuch projects failed. La Carlotta is de
lightfully fituated in the center of an 
open country, where olive trees fucceed 
remarkably well. It is not fo large as la 
Carolina, but more fo than a third fettle- 
ment of the fame kind, called la Luifiana, 
three leagues beyond Eccija. There are 
at moft but a hundred and fifty fami- 

C c 3 lies
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lies in this colony, and the cultivation 
of grain is almoit their only refource.

Between thefe two colonies, and four 
leagues from the former, (lands Eccija, 
a pretty large town, well built, and one 
of the handfomeil in Andalufia.

The road to it from la Carlotta is plea- 
fant; it crofles a well cultivated coun
try, abounding in plantations of olive 
trees and villas. Farm houfes and oil 
mills are feen fcattered over the whole 
horizon.

On the other fide of Eccija the land 
is lefs cultivated. Leaving the town 
I obferved, at no great diitance, an obe- 
liik in a bad (tyle. I afterwards pafled 
the Xenil, over a handfome bridge.

The ground gradually lowers after leav
ing la Luifiana. The little farm houfes, 
which make a part of this new colony, 
are continued near the great road, at 
fmall diitances from each other, for 

half
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half a league; fome of them are inha
bited by German families, who, hap
pily for the thirfty traveller, are ac
quainted with the cuftom of milking 
cows.

Soon after I had left la Luifiana, I per
ceived, at a diitance, fome of the houfes 
of Carmona, which from this fide has 
no very promifmg appearance; it is, 
however, a confiderable town. The 
iteeple of the principal church is of a 
Angular ItruCture. It is a high rower, 
which gradually inclines to and termi
nates in a iteeple, and upon which are 
placed the moil whimfical ornaments of 
architecture. This modern toy proves 
that true tafte has not yet penetrated 
into that part of Spain. It certainly has 
not had the fanCtion of the academy of 
San Fernando.

From Carmona to Seville is fix leagues, 
during which you once change horfes. 
The country is level and covered with 
olive trees. I had only one afternoon 

Cc 3 to 
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to dedicate to the remarkable things of 
the fecond city in Spain. A very oblig
ing Frenchman, to whom I was recom
mended, gratified the wilhes of my im
patient curiofity.

We firft vifited the tobacco manu
factory ; a prodigious eftabliihment, as 
well for the fize of the edifice as the 
number of hands employed in it. We 
law the tobacco in leaves as it comes 
from the Havannah, where but a fmall 
quantity is manufactured,the manner of 
rafping it, that of preparing the kind 
of ochre {almazarrón) with which it is 
mixt to give it a colour and oilinefs; 
the manner of making this mixture, and 
that of forming the little rolls of it, 
called Cigarros, the confumption of which 
is fo confiderable in Spain. We went 
through the feparate chambers in which 
the different kinds of tobacco are kept 
labelled, and ready to be fent to the dif
ferent provinces of the kingdom. It 
would be difficult to find in fo fmall a 
fpace more activity or a greater variety of 

PCCU"
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occupations. This manufacture is one 
of the molt abundant fources of revenue 
to the fovereign. The annual produce 
to the treafury is eftimated at twenty 
millions of livres (above eight hundred 
thoufand pounds iterling).

We afterwards went to the foundry 
of copper cannon, which, with that of 
Barcelona, fupplies all the Spaniih arfe- 
nals in Europe. The method of M. 
Maritz is itill followed there, with fome 
trifling variations. I obferved, with 
pleafure, the ingenious machine with 
which the cannon are bored, after hav
ing been caff folid.

From what I could learn relative to 
this foundry, I concluded, that either 
from negligence or diihonefty in the 
people employed, there was room for a 
confiderable faving in the expences. Six 
thoufand quintals of copper from Mex
ico and Peru are annually refined at 
Seville, and each quintal of 1 efined cop 
per cofts the king about fifty teals 

C c 4 (ten
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(ten ihillings and three-pence). A lit
tle before I arrived at Seville, a French
man propofed to the king a method 
which would have made a having of 
twenty-two reals a quintal. But either 
from a fervile attachment to old forms, 
a prejudice againft the nation of the 
propofer, or other lefs innocent mo
tives, the proportion was rejected. The 
Frenchman was not difcouraged ; he re
fined a quantity of copper, and caft a 
few pieces of cannon according to his 
own method. The proofs, at which the 
Spaniards vouchfafed to be prefent, that 
they might not too openly betray their 
unwillingnefs to adopt the propofal of 
the ftranger, iliewed the cannon to be 
of an excellent quality : but intrigue, 
which was not idle on this occaiion, 
round means to prevent the experiment 
from being any further profecuted.

Leaving this foundry, we vifited the 
fined parts of Seville. We walked along 
the banks of the Guadalquivir, which 
the Ute intendants of Andalufia, Mef- 

fieurs
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fieurs Olavide, Domefain and Lerena, 
were at great pains to embelliih. I 
could not but admire the large open 
fpace facing the luburb of Tiiana, a con- 
iiderable part of the city, from which it 
is feparated by the river. Some prin
cipal buildings adorn, to a ceitain dis
tance, this part of the banks. In the 
interval between the former and the 
Guadalquivir, M. Lerena had begun 
to form a walk, which his promotion 
prevented him from finiihing. M. Ola
vide was flopped by another caufe m his 
projects óf embelliihments. Seville, how
ever, is indebted to him for a pai t of 
its quays, fome eftabliihments, feveial 
handfome edifices, and a long alLy o^ 
trees which are planted by the fide Oi 
the Guadalquivir, beyond the walls of the 
city. In fpite of the anathemas of the 
inquifition, he will not foon be forgotten 
by the inhabitants.

To judge of the whole of Seville, 
we went up to the Giralda (the name 
riveli to the fteeple of the cathedral) uy 

a fpiral
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a fpiral afcent without fteps. The 
cathedral is a vaft edifice, and one of 
the fineft gothic monuments which re
main. The ground, on which Seville 
ftands, feemed to us nearly as extenfive 
as the city of Madrid itfelf.

I did not forget to feek for the tomb 
of Chriftopher Columbus, before the 
choir of the cathedral; it is diftinguiihed 
by one ftone only which bears thefe 
words ' A Camilla y Arragon otro mundo 
dib Colon * : a laconic infcription in the 
true lapidary ftyle, to the full as ex- 
preflive as thofe pompous ones with 
which high founding rhetoric, bribed 
by vanity, loads the maufoleums of fo 
many ufelefs perfonages, without being 
able to preferve them from oblivion.

I knew that Seville was the native 
place of the famous painter Murillo, and 
that his principal works were preferved 

* To Caftile and Arragon Columbus gave ano
ther world.

there.
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there. I found them in the capuchin 
convent and the hofpital of charity.

In the convent I was particularly de
delighted with a Chrift who loofens 
himfelf from the crofs, with an expref- 
fion of the moil affecting fweetnefs, to 
embrace Saint Francis.

In the hofpital are ten paintings by 
Murillo, all of which equally claim at
tention. That of Mofes bringing water 
out of the rock excited my admiration; 
as did alfo thofe of the return of the 
prodigal fon, and Saint Elizabeth curing 
feveral young perfons about her of a 
loathfome difeafe.

1

I vifited the Alcazar of Seville, for
merly the palace of the Moorilh kings, 
and the mint, two neighbouring edi
fices, each remarkable in its kind. The 
Alcazar is very fpacious, but irregular: 
the mint is the moil ancient in Spain.

The
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The environs of Seville appeared like 
thofe of the other cities of Andalufia, 
tolerably well cultivated. I remarked 
in them, what is very rare in Spain, or
chards and feveral villas.

In the fpace of fixteen leagues, which 
feparates Seville from Port Saint Mary, no
thing engaged my attention except the 
handfome town of Xerez, the environs of 
which produce the excellent wine of 
that name, and contain the richeft Car- 
thufian monaftery in Spain. This 
fouthern part of Andalufia is covered 
with vineyards, corn fields, and olive 
trees, but the cultivation was what did 
not particularly ftrike me. I eroded 
fome barren parts of this diftridt which 
did not bring to my recolledtion th© 
boafted beauties of the ancient Bsetica

The road from Xerez to Port Saint 
Mary begins on an uneven ground, and 
terminates in the middle of fands. Thefe 
continue until we arrive at Saint Mary, 
a handfome town, almoft wholly new 

built,
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built, with wide ftreets in ftraight lines. 
It is properly the reiidence of the cap
tain-general of Andalufia; but count 
O’Reilly, who then held this govern
ment with that of Cadiz, refided in the 
latter. He obtained leave, a few years 
fince, to remove the military fchool, 
which he founded, when governor of 
Madrid, to Port Saint Mary. Thus hav
ing it under his eye, he began to re
vive it from that Rate of languor to 
which his abfence and the war had re
duced it, when he was difmifled from the 
two important employments he held in 
that country.

The bay of Cadiz is firft feen from 
the top of a hill, half way from Xerez 
to Port Saint Mary. The profpe<St is 
beautiful, efpecially to thofe who have 
previoufly feen plans of that fpacious 
bay. From the eminence the eye fur- 
veys the whole, as in a large map ; the 
two points which form the entrance of 
the bay are diftin&ly feen, the fort o 
Saint Sebaftian on one fide, and the town

Reference s
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of Rota on the other. In front is the 
city of Cadiz, and we difcover the nar
row tongue of low land which feparates 
it from the iiland of Leon, and the al- 
moft femicircular bending of the bay to 
the Carraque, Port-Real and Saint Mary. 
Thus, no doubt, do provinces, chains 
of mountains, and the windings of coafts 
and rivers appear to the eyes of birds 
when they approach the clouds and efcape 
our fight. Thus do grand and extenfive 
objects appear in their aftoniihing whole, 
and the fucceffion of their minuter parts 
to the bold rivals of the inhabitants of 
the air, the aerial travellers, whofe in
trepidity firft awakened our rapturous 
applaufesbut whom we afterwards flight
ed in the fame degree we had magni
fied. Pofterity will, perhaps, revenge 
them for our difdainful levity, by im
mortalizing their names and improving 
their difcoveries.

From Port Saint Mary, I had the 
choice of two roads; that which goes 
ftraight to Cadiz in croffing the Bay, 

and
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and the other leading to it by land, paf- 
fing by Port-Real and the Ifle of Leon. 
I preferred the former, and having hired, 
for fixty reals, one of the large barks 
which the owners are fo ready to offer to 
the fervice of paffengers, in lefs than 
an hour was tranfported by a favour
able wind to the quay of Cadiz. Port 
Saint Mary lies near the mouth, of the 
Guadalete which, by driving its fands 
into the Bay, forms a bar not to be 
paffed over without fome danger, par
ticularly in winter. The boatmen, whofe 
intereft it is to keep the paffengers in 
fear, to which they render them tribu
tary, never fail to exaggerate the dan
ger ; and in the moment when it is moil 
imminent, recite a prayer, the price of 
which they afterwards demand by col- 
ledting contributions; but the molt timid 
paffengers, and even the grea.teft devo
tees, have more confidence in the fkill 
of their condudtors than in the inter- 
ceffion of the faint they invoke.
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I arrived at Cadiz at the time when 
that city, under the beneficent govern
ment of the count O’Reilly, experienced 
feveral kinds of changes. As his power 
was uncontrouled, he found no ob’ftacle 
too great for his activity to furmount. 
Cadiz owes to. him its embellifhment, 
augmentation and cleanlinefs; why can
not I add its fecurity ? But the vigilance 
of the count had not, in the year 1785, 
extended to this eflential part of the po
lice ; and, at that time, murders were 
very frequent in the city.

If any thing can fupply the want of 
that which infures the peaceable exiftence 
of the citizens, this omiflion has been 
fully compenfated for. By order of the 
count the old houfes were pulled down, 
to give place to new ones regularly 
built; the ftreets were paved, made 
ftraighter, and conftantly kept clean, 
and the wafte ground was covered with 
new houfes. The governor may be re
proached even with excefs of cecohomy, 
with refpedt to this ground. I11 feveral 

triangular
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triangular fpaces houfes were built which, 
without convenience for thofe who in
habited them, feemed to have no object 
but that of incommoding their neigh
bours. The count endeavoured to ex
tend the confines of the city by gaining 
fpace from the fea. The ground upon 
which the cuftom-houfe (lands, and 
that adjacent, was formerly covered by 
the watery element, but this was ante
rior to the adminiftration of M. O’Reilly, 
He meditated another project of the fame 
kind. He wiihed to take pofieflion of the 
ground of the Alameda, a walk by the fea 
fide near the bay, the trees of which bear 
the vifibje marks of that neighbourhood. 
His intention was to build there, and to 
lengthen the fpace, by railing to a level 
with it that part of the fhore which runs 
towards the inner part of the city; and, 
on the outer bank of the new enclofure, 
be intended to plant a new alley of trees. 
5ut to effeft this kind of miracle, funds 
We necefTary, and (tones and rubbiih 
efficient to fill up the extenfive fpace 

the count projected to gain upon the fea.
Vpn. II. pd I know



402 THE PRESENT STATE

I know not what has become of his pro
ject fince his retiring from office. Wait
ing for à time favourable for its execu
tion, he repaired a kind of rampart, 
.called la Muralla, which commands the 
harbour, and formed a new bafon on 
that fide of the quay, where merchan
dize from the Indies is landed.

He bellowed much attention on the 
embelliihment of the gate on the land 
fide, which was formerly covered with 
briars, and ferved as an afylum for rob
bers. Under the adminiftration of one 
of his predeceffors, gardens were laid 
out, and feveral houfes built there. At 
the time of the difpute relative to Falk
land Iilands, the pufillanimous governor 
imagining the place in danger, and the 
enemy near his gates, entrenched be
hind the feeble efforts of his induftry, and 
deftroyed the houfes, without obfervmg 
that the ground on which they flood was 
wholly commanded by the battery from 
the land gate.

Under 
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Under the adminiftration of the co’unt 

de Xerena, predeceffor to count O’Reilly, 
it was intended to rebuild them; but 
they did not acquire an agreeable form 
till the latter became governor. He ex
tended the cultivation of the Ifthmus to 
the fide of the great road which leads 
from Cadiz to the ifland of Leon, and 
opened the garden he made there by a 
railing. The example was imitated by 
the neighbours; fo- that for a quarter of 
a league from the land gate the road 
is bordered with fimilar fences, which, 
by their uniformity, feem to belong to 
the fame proprietor. The neighbour
hood of the fea, the heat of the climate, 
and the nature of the foil, the fand of 
which it is not poffible to cover with 
good earth above a certain height, are 
vifible in this cultivation ; but it is not the 
lefs agreeable to fee verdure, and gather 
flowers and fruits in a foil which fo 
many circumftances feem to condemn 
to fterility. While walking in the gar
den of the affeffor Mora, and that of 
the governor, which joins it, and viewing

D d 2 all
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all the rich productions of Andalufia, the 
vines, mulberry and olive trees that fiou-? 
riih there, we forget the nature of the 
ground on which we tread, and the ele-? 
ment by which it is almoft furrounded, 
-In time, thefe environs of the land gate 
will form a kind of fuburb; a church 
is already built, a quarter of a league 

-from the city, for thofe who re fide in 
that neighbourhopd.

But nothing does more honour to the 
zeal, underftanding, and humanity of 
count O’Reilly than the Hofpitium, 
which owes to him, if not its firft efta- 
blilhment, at lead the admirable form 
given it in the courfe of the year 1785. 
No foundation of the kind can be better 
diredled; it provides, within the fame 
edifice, fuccour to every clafs of fubjects 
who claim either the cares or infpection 
of government; to the aged of both 
fexes, to incurables, vagabonds, proflj- 
tutes, the infane, and children of both 
fexes whom their parents are incapable 
pf maintaining. Each clafs js placed in 

fpacious
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fpacious and well aired apartments. Eve
ry perfon is furnifhed with food and em
ployment according to his age and fitua- 
tion. Poor families find there an afy- 
lum$ and the number of individuals 
does not alarm the beneficence of go
vernment. Whilft I was at Cadiz a poor 
widow came to the Hofpitium to procure 
her five children to be received. How
ever, to prevent abufes, each Alcalde de 
Barrio (commiffary of the quarter) was 
obliged to prefent, weekly, to the gover
nor of the province, an account of all the 
perfons, of both fexes, who in his quar
ter were in need of the fuccours of cha
rity, and intitled to receive them. The 
governor examined the ftatement, and 
wrote his directions in the margin. He 
has often boated, with an air of fatis- 
faction, in which benevolence was as 
ftrongly depicted as felf-approbationj 
that in the feventeen divifions of which 
Cadiz was compofed, there were already 
fourteen, in which not one perfon who 
had a difficulty in gaining a livelihood, 
or was deprived of the fuccours which

D d 3 might
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might render life fu'pportable, was then 
to be found; and that in a little time 
he flattered himfelf with the hopes of 
entirely baniihing idlenefs and mifery 
from the city. The good order con- 
ftantly maintained in this inftitution 
Was the fruit of his continued infpec- 
tion. He pafled there the greateft part 
of moil of his afternoons; he was well 
feconded by feveral citizens of diftinc- 
tion who, fome from fentiments of 
humanity, and others to make their 
court to him, diftributed among them- 
felve's the direction of the different apart
ments. Their prefence feemed to in- 
fpire refpeCt and confidence. The fere- 
hity that reigned in every countenance 
diftinguiihed this charitable inftitution 
from moil of the fame kind, which, in 
general, prefent the image of confine
ment and wretchednefs, Proftitutes and 
the infane are the only perfons deprived 
of liberty. Individuals of every other 
clafs go out in companies at certain 
hours. None but the aged and infirm 
are exempt from labour. Such as are 

capab le 
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capable of working are moftly employed 
in carding, fpinning, and weaving the 
cotton imported from the colonies of 
America. In the month of September, 
1785, there were morelooms, &c. than 
hands to employ them. I faw a ware- 
houfe full of fluffs manufactured with
in the eftabliihment; thefe were fuffi- 
cient to the confumption of its inhabi
tants, and the governor had hopes that 
in a little time there would be a furplus, 
which would be another four.ce of reve
nue to the inftitution./ When the count 
O'Reilly became governor, he faw the 
hopes of his predeceffor realized, and 
added to this new revenue by the fale 
of certain pieces of ground belonging 
to the city. The charity of the citi
zens alfo produces confiderable contri
butions.

I left the Hofpitium, which in fo many 
relpeCts deferves our higheft commen
dation, full of the greateft admiration, 
which it would be impoflible to exprefs 
with too much warmth, might we be-

D d 4 ; flow
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flow io much praife on a man in dif- 
grace. I doubt not but the poft of the 
count O’Reilly has been worthily filled 
in every refpedt; but will his fucceffors 
be generous enough to carry to the 
greateft degree of improvement, an in- 
ftitution of which they have neither 
had the pleafure nor the merit to have 
been the founders ?

The inhabitants of Cadiz are almoft 
exclufively employed in commerce ; thi^ 
will eafily be believed on obferving the 
number of veffels in the port, which 
commonly amount to fix or feven hun
dred : though when I was in that city the 
number did not exceed three hundred. 
The bay is fofpacious that there are moor
ings for the different veffels according to 
their various deftinations. The merchant 
fhips, from the different ports of Europe, 
are anchored oppofite the city. The 
whole fpace which feparates them from 
the bank of the river is covered with 
numerous barks, boats, &c. continually 
employed. The veffels for the Indian

trade 
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trade are anchored more to the eaft, 
in the canal of Trocadero, formed by an 
jfland feen at low water; the entrance 
of the Trocadero is defended by two 
forts; the fire from which croffes thofe 
of the Puntal; one is the fort Matagordo, 
the other that of Saint Louis, built by
Duguay-Trouin.

The haridfome town of Saint Real is 
built at the further end of the canal; 
and the magazines, arfenals, and dock
yards for merchant fhips are on the 
banks. A merchant dug a bafon there, 
and had fo calculated the dimenfions as 
rendered it incapable of receiving any 
veffels but merchantmen. However, 
when I was at Cadiz, it had juft been 
purchafed of him for the king, and pre
parations were making to form another 
not far from the fame place.

The fhips of the royal navy are an
chored towards the eaft fide of the Bay, 
near the arfenals and magazines. The 
great fpace thefe occupy, and which 

land
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land and fea difpute with each other, 
is known by the name of the Carraque. 
The court of Spain, from a precaution 
often eluded, always ufelefs, and which 
only ferves to create fpfpicions unfavour*  
able to the navy of Spain, rigoroufly 
excludes all ftrangers from the Carraque. 
I endeavoured to obtain an exception in 
my favour, but the governor fent me 
for anfwer, that he could not grant my 
requeft without a formal order from the 
king. I found means to do without it; 
I went to the ifle of Leon, a confidera- 
ble city, long, open, and well built, on 
the eaft fide of the Bay, and the feat of 
the marine department. From this city, 
acrofs an arm of the fea, to the Carraque 
is about a quarter of a league. I went 
in company with one of thofe curious 
perfons, before whom all impediments 
vaniih, andwe vifited, at our leifure, all 
the arfenals, and remarked what they 
contained in fails, cordage, cables, an
chors., arms, fhip-timber, mails and 
rigging. I was particularly pleafed with 
the rope-yard and the lodgings of the 

galley*  
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galley-Haves; the building is fix hun
dred yards long, and has as good an ap
pearance as that of Breit. Although this 
work was only begun in 1777, great 
progrefs has already been made in it: 
intelligent perfons, who had compared 
the cordage and cables of the principal 
dock-yards and magazines in Europe, 
affured me, that in this refpedt the 
navy of Spain was not in the leait infe
rior to any; that the cordage was better 
made and more durable, becaufe, in 
combing the hemp, all the towy part 
we leave in it was taken out, and made 
ufe of in caulking, whence refults the 
double advantage of more folid cordage 
and the better caulking of veifels. Ano
ther cuftom in our rope-yards, which 
the Spaniards have avoided adopting, is 
the tarring the cordage and keeping it 
a long time piled up. In this Hate the 
tar ferments and eats the hemp, and 
the cordage is extremely apt to break 
after being ufed hut a ihort fpace of 
time.

The
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The Spaniards formerly obtained their 
hemp from the north, at prefent they 
are able to do without the affiftance, in 
this article, of any other nation. The 
kingdom of Granada already furniihs 
them with the greateil part of the hemp 
they ufe; and, in cafe of need, they 
may have recourfe to Arragon and Na
varre. All the failcloth and cordage I 
faw in the magazines at Cadiz were made 
with Spaniih hemp; and the texture of 
the former appeared to me even, clofe^ 
and folid.

I found alfo in the arfenals of the Car*  
raque, a great quantity of iheets of cop*  
per; but it was all brought from Swe
den or Trieile. The Spaniards do not 
yet know how to refine copper well 
enough to ufe that from Mexico in bot
toming their ihips. Their firil experi
ments of this kind were made at the be
ginning of the late war. When I left 
Spain, moil of the Spaniih frigates were 
copper bottomed ; and preparations were 

making
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making to iheathe all the (hips of the 
line.

We were ihewn fome caronades 
brought from England; but more ink
convenience than advantage was found 
in this fpecies of cannon.

The magazines of the Carraque appeared 
to me but moderately provided, parti
cularly with mails, rigging and timber. 
Until the prefent adminiilration ihips of 
War could neither be built nor refitted 
iiL.the department of Cadiz ; and, before 
they could be careened, it was neceifary 
to lay them on a bulk. M. de Valdez, 
at that time fub-infpedlor of the Cai> 
raque, adopted the plan of forming there 
£ bafon ; and, fince he became miniiter 
of the naval department, he has been 
very attentive to its execution. The 
pature of the grqund feemed to render 
the thing imppffible; it is a kind of 
clay which eafily finks in, and feems to 
partake of the inilability of the element 
rvith "which it is furrounded and Satu

rated.
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rated. It was in the moil elevated part 
that a bafon was begun to be dug in 
Auguft, 1785. I faw the piles driven, 
upon which a bed of (tone was to be 
laid, and the minifter hoped by this 
means to give the bafon a folidity againft 
which every impediment feemed to con- 
fpire. The engineers who directed the 
works fcarcely dared to expeft fuccefs; 
their purpofe feemed to meet new obfta- 
cles daily: at each moment the want of 
confidence in the ground deceived their 
efforts, and betrayed its inability to fup- 
port the heavy burthen intended to be 
laid upon it. Art and perfeverance, at 
length, triumphed over every difficulty, 
and in the year 1787, inftead of one 
bafon at the Carraque, there were two 
for the building of veffels of fixty-four 
guns.

I went on board fome of thofe lying 
at anchor, and greatly admired their 
beauty and folidity. It is impoffible to re
prefs a figh on feeing thefe fuperb works 
of human induftry, when we refled: that 

their
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their principal deftination is to become 
the inftruments and victims of a rapid 
and violent deftruftion,' as if to anni
hilate them the ravages of time and 
the rage of winds and waves were not 
fufficient. Thus man, the fublimeft cre
ation of Nature, and whofe faculties 
expand fo (lowly, after having caufed 
fo much folicitude to the authors of his 
exiftence, is frequently fnatched from 
their tendernefs b.y fome of the acci
dents to which he is perpetually expofed, 
and which his paffions have multiplied an 
hundred fold.

From the Carraque we returned by a 
road which engaged our attention. As 
we leave Cadiz, it is a quarter of a 
league wide, but afterwards becomes fo 
narrow that at the diftance of a league 
the tide waihes the two fides of the 
caufeway, which feems to be boldly ele
vated above the abyfs of the ocean. The 
prefent caufeway is another advantage 
for which Cadiz is indebted to count 
O’Reilly. He had confided this under

taking
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taking to M. du Bournial, an engineer 
well verfed in the aft of conilrudling 
bridges and caufeways, whom he had 
fentfor fromFranceto employ him in hi? 
military fchool of Port Saint Mary. M. 
du Bournial has raifed this road, and 
rendered it more folid ; his fuccefs gained 
him the acknowledgments' of the city 
of Cadiz, and new marks of confldenq? 
in his talents.

M. Bournial was the perfon whom, 
in 1785, O’Reilly wiihed to charge with 
the execution of a projedl, which could 
not but feduce the imagination of this 
governor, who, it is faid, is fonder of 
the wonderful * than of the public good. 
His objedt was to bring freih water to 
Cadiz from the diilanceof eleven leagues. 
He and the engineer had calculated that

* I had added fome other reftriftions to the eu- 
logium of this officer; I learned the particulars pf 
them in Luifiana, on the coatt of Barbary and elfe- 
where. I afterwards heard of his difgrace, and fup- 
preffed them entirely.

foy
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for two millions of piailres this appa
rent miracle might be performed; and 
in Auguil, 1785, the count had received 
fubfcriptions to the amount of one mil
lion two hundred thoufand piailres. I 
heard the pompous projedl difcufled with 
great impartiality. Thole who approved 
of it reafoned in this manner: a fpring 
of freih water is an article of the firft 
neceffity, efpecially to a rich and popu
lous city, which, like Cadiz, daily in- 
creafes in both jhefe refpedls. The water 
brought with fo much labour from the 
fountains of Port Saint Mary, but im
perfectly fupplies the want of it in the 
city: in dry feafons it has fometimes 
been found infufficient for the neceflities 
of the inhabitants. Why ihould this 
important city be longer expofed to a 
fcarcity fo diftrefsful, when it might be 
fecured from it at a trifling increafe of ex
pence ? The city annually pays ninety
fix thoufand piailres for the precarious 
Supply from the fountains of Saint Mary. 
•No more than a fum not exceeding two 
millions of piailres, that is, a capital, the 

Von. II. Ee in-



4iS THE PRESENT STATE 

intereft of which, at five per cent, is a 
hundred thoufand piaftres, was required 
to procure it, an uninterrupted plenty. 
The moft fordid oeconomy could make 
no objection to an expence of four thou
fand piaftres for a purpofe of fuch ef- 
fential utility. Such is the queftion con- 
fidered .with refpeCt to the expence : let 
us now, faid the favourers of the plan, 
examine it in a political point of view.

According to the prefent fyftem of 
Europe, and the clofe connexion be
tween France and Spain, Cadiz is of the 
greateft importance in the naval wars 
of thofe powers: their fleets intended 
to aCt in concert in any foreign expedi
tion muft rendezvous at that port. Muft 
it not therefore be abfolutely neceffary 
to render the victualling, watering, &c. 
of fuch fleets as eafy and expeditious 
as poffible ? The canal would be highly 
ferviceable for the latter purpofe ; in*  
ftead of which, ihips ready to fail have 
often, during the war, been delayed 

twenty
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twenty-four hours, waiting to take in 
their water from Port Saint Mary.

The project befides would not be dif
ficult to carry into execution. M. Bour- 
nial had furveyed and taken the levels 
of the eleven leagues which the canal 
was to pafs; his plans were all finiihed; 
he had calculated the extent within a 
fathom, and the expence to a piaftre. 
He had difcovered the traces of an old 
canal, dug by the Romans for the fame 
purpofe; and the bed of this might in 
a great meafure be rendered of ufe to the 
new projeCt, the completion of which, 
would not be expenfive for above two 
leagues. Ought not the Romans, fo 
fuperior in many refpeCts to modern 
nations, fometimes to ferve them as a 
model, and, among the latter, were any 
people more worthy than the Spaniards 
of being immortalized by their great 
and ufeful undertakings ?

The opponents confidered the project 
of the governor as one of thofe fplendid

Be 2 but
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but chimerical conceptions feducing to 
ardent imaginations, but in adopting 
which prudent perfons are ever extremely 
Cautious. Cadiz, faid they, had, until 
then, received the freih water riecefiary 
to the wants of the inhabitants from 
the fountains in the neighbourhood; 
why therefore fhould it now be pro
cured at a greater expence, when the 
fupply, although brought thither with 
more art and labour, would not be more 
certain ? It was well known what reliance 
ought to be placed on an eftimafe of 
an undertaking fo vaft and complicated. 
Who would anfwer that the author of 
the project would be well fupported ? 
That he would not be difguited with 
the obftacl.es of every kind which he 
muft meet ? or that death might not 
furprife him before the completion of 
his work ? Suppofing even that he fi- 
niihed the undertaking, who could fay 
the ftr.eam from the fpring, reprefented 
as inexhauftible, might not be obftrmfted 
in its courfe by fome one of a thoufand 
accidents to which the ground it was to 

be
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be carried through, and the ftonc aque- 
dudt by which it was to be conveyed 
muft be expofed ? We allow thefe ac
cidents may be provided againft or re
paired; but befides that this con
flant vigilance is, as all will allow, 
an equivocal bafis, upon which the fup
ply of a great city, with an article fo ne- 

' ceflary, ought never to reft, the inha
bitants would experience fhort interrup
tions in the running of the water ; and 
from that moment the benefit would be
come ftill more precarious than that 
with which they had before been con
tented.

I was certainly an impartial hearer; 
but I faw, with concern, that the quef- 
tion was in turns decided by partiality 
and prejudice, by adulation and jealoufy, 
by a blind fondnefs of novelty, and a ftill 
blinder hatred to innovation. Thus it 
happens that projects are never weighed 
in any country by unbiafled reafon, the 
paflions of men conftantly infeeble their 
judgment, and he who prides himfelf in

E e 3 the
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the eftimation of the public, is frequent
ly influenced without knowing it by fome 
difgraceful motive. Genius undertakes, 
conftancy only executes, overcomes obfta- 
cles, and deprives fortune of her caprice, 
and envy of its forked tongue. I know 
not what is become of the noble project 
of count O’Reilly fince his retirement 
from office, or whether it will be num
bered among the few which furvive 
their authors ? May we hope that fome 
generous citizen will be found who, 
adopting the bantling deferted in the 
cradle, will generoufly beftow on it the 
cares of a father.

An account of the commerce of Ca
diz would alone furniih fufficient matter 
for a confiderable work, and confequent- 
ly exceed the bounds I mu ft prefcribe to 
mine. I fhall therefore add but little, 
to what I have already faid, of the trade 
of Spain in general.

An idea may be formed of that of 
Cadiz, by knowing ’the number of 

veflels
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veflels which annually enter and fail 
from, that port. This knowledge may 
eafiiy be acquired by the lift printed 
every week, as in all the great fea-ports 
of Europe. In 1776, nine hundred and 
forty-nine ihips from different ports 
entered that of Cadiz, of which two 
hundred and fixty-five were French. In 
1777, entered nine hundred and
thirty-five veflels, two hundred and 
eighty of which were belonging to 
France.

The war which happened foon after 
ilackened this activity, but the number 
of French ihips entering Cadiz appeared 
in 1785, rather to have increafed than 
diminifhed. Formerly no French veflel 
from any port more to the north than 
that of Calais arrived at Cadiz. Lately 
feveral have been difpatched to Ham
burgh and Amfterdam, and refreighted 
for Cadiz. To the advantages which 
already gave us fome right to preference, 
We began to add that of navigating at 
almoft as little expence as the Butch;

E e 4 but
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but it feems we ihall not long enjoy 
thefe favourable circumfiances.

The ports of France which have com
mercial connexions with Cadiz, are thofe 
of Marfeilles, Havre, Rouen, Morlaix, 
Saint Malo, Bayonne, Bourdeaux, Nantes 
and Saint Valery. I have named them 
in fucceilion according to the degrees of 
intercourfe which they maintain with 
Cadiz; merchandize is annually fent thi
ther from Marfeilles to the amount of 
twelve millions of French money (five 
hundred thoufand pounds iterling) of 
which filks and gold laces are the prin
cipal articles. The greateil part of the 
cargoes fent thither from Havre and 
Rouen confift of woollens; and thofe 
from Morlaix and Saint Malo, in linens; 
the fales of which will hereafter be di- 
miniihed by the competition of thofe 
from Sileiia, fmce, notwithflanding our 
remonftrances, we have for fome time 
been deprived of the advantages we in 
this refpedt enjoyed. Linens are alfo 
a principal article in the few importa-
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lions from Nantes. Flour and bacon 
are the principal commodities lent from 
Bordeaux and Bayonne, and the wool
lens of Amiens the chief contributions 
of Saint Valery.

The people who molt abound at Cadiz 
are, firit the Irilh, and next the Flemings, O ' 
Genoefe and Germans. The Englilh and 
Dutch are not numerous. There are 
many Frenchmen, but more among the 
workmen of every kind, and retail deal
ers, than among the merchants. There 
are, however, feveral commercial houles 
equally refpedlable for their unimpeached 
reputation, great capitals, and extenfive 
credit. In proof of this affertion, it will 
only be necefiary to mention the names 
of Le Couteulx^ De Magon, and feveral 
other diftinguifhed houfes which divide 
their property and fpeculations between 
Cadiz and their own country, and of which 
the individuals, after having advanta- 
geouilypafled feveral years at Cadiz, re
turn to enjoy, in the bofom of their fami
lies, an affluence they havefo well earned.
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This fpecies of colonifts is truly valu
able, and cannot be attached by too many 
ties to the mother country, which they 
doubly enrich by favouring the fale of 
her productions, and returning to her 
loaded with the fruits of their ufeful 
induftry. They form at Cadiz a fociety 
which has its funds, affemblies and pri
vileges, but to which the Spaniih go
vernment has lately, from a jealoufy 
perhaps excufable, created many diffi
culties.

The French are not the only objects 
of this fufpicious conduit, nor is it 
confined to Cadiz. All foreigners who 
are eftabliflied at Cadiz and in other 
commercial places of Spain, ought to 
enjoy particular privileges, which date 
from the period when the paffive ftate 
of Spain relative to commerce, made it 
neceifary to purchafe by facrifices the 
aid of their capitals and induftry ; but 
fince the kingdom is awakened from its 
ftupor, and that each citizen knowing 
his perfohal refources, fays to himfelf 

with 
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with a fatisfadlion which fuccefs already 
juftifies, ed io cmche fon pittore^, he feels 
the yoke Spain impofed on herfelf in. 
lels happy times ; and the agents of go
vernment, fure of a tacit approbation, 
employ, to fhake it off, fuch means as 
the rights of perfons do not quite ap
prove of, and againft which foreign me is 
chants make complaints, fometimes ex
aggerated ; thefe means will in the end 
be fanCtified by continued infractions on 
one fide, and forced condefcenfion on 
the other, by which treaties will fall 
into difufe without ever being formerly 
aboliihed. For it is upon treaties that the 
privileges of foreign merchants eftabliihed 
in Spain are founded. The moft ancient 
treaty is that concluded with the Hans 
Towns, and which ferved as a model to 
thofe with the Engliih, Dutch and 
French. The French, in general, more 
reftlefs and exacting than other nations, 
whofe aftivity and fuccefs fooner awaken

* The exclamation of Corregio—“ And 1 too 
a painter.”

jea-



4aS THE PRESENT STATE 

jealoufy, in whom the power of ufing 
is fo near to abufe, who know not how 
to flatter the weaknefs of thofe with 
whom they are connected, are more ex- 
pofed to that kind of fecret perfecution 
which foreign commerce experiences 
from the Spaniih government. Their 
griefs become accumulated ; their repre
sentations are eluded by excufe or totally 
difregarded, and reparation is very rare 
or unfatisfadtory. .As in fociety men 
perferve their ill-humour and rigorous 
proceedings for their beft friends, whilft 
their attention is bellowed upon indif
ferent perfons, becaufe from the former 
they have nothing more to gain, and 
they may lofe by the latter; fo the Spa
niards ufe, with refpedt to their allies, 
a feverity which they know how to 
foften to thofe with whom they are not 
fo nearly connedted. The national cha
racter may alfo account for this dif
ference. The moil intimate connexions 
between courts are not fufficient to ce
ment national friendihip; and thole 
which policy would unite are frequently 

fepa-

O F SPAIN 429 
feparated by Nature. There are people 
whofe manners are lefs contrafted to 
thofe of the Spaniards than ours ; and 
thefe, in fpite of treaties, and regulations 
will ever have the preference.

This is the text I frequently heard 
commented upon whilft I was in Spain, 
and efpecially at Cadiz. I only relate 
the fadt, without ornamenting, or rather 
disfiguring it, by the colours of refent- 
nient. I am almoit arrived at the end 
of my work, and am determined to finiih 
with that fpirit of conciliation which 
induced me to take up my pen. Let 
us hope that lafting connexions, a re
ciprocity of generous communication, 
and particularly the confideration of in- 
tereft, the firft fpring in politics as well 
as fociety, will conciliate and unite the 
charadters of two nations which are fo 
intimately connedted with each other, 
and moderate the reciprocal grievances 
°f which I have juft given a flight iketqh’

It
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It appears, however, that the com

merce of the French, as well as that 
of other foreigners at Cadiz, approaches 
its decline. As a" proof of this, I might 
mention feveral bankruptcies from 
misfortune, the withdrawing of feveral 
merchants, the difcouragement of moil 
of them, and the recent diminution of 
the number of French veffels trading to 
Cadiz. This revolution was not wholly 
produced by the caufes I have juft in
dicated ; it is alfo the confequence of the 
extenfion of the commerce of the Spanilh 
Indies to feveral other ports of the 
kingdom of Spain, of the activity 
of the Spanifh merchants, excited 
by the wife meafures of government, 
and of the recent part which fonie 
of the colonies have taken in a com
merce in which they had for a long 
time been but paffive inftruments. Such 
is the fate of nations. The profperity 
of one almoft conftantly enfeebles ano
ther. The belt of all worlds would be 
that in which national fucceffes were io 
balanced that war, the human paifions 
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and revolutions in empires, could not 
derange the equilibrium. The world 
which we inhabit feems in this refpeét 
elfentially different.

The occupations which commerce 
offers to thole who inhabit Cadiz leave 
but few hands to induftry. There are, 
however, about twenty ribbon looms 
and machines for knotting filk, none of 
which are much employed, and yet ap
pear to have a confiderable fale for their 
produce. There are feveral manufac
turers at Cadiz, whofe chief employ
ment is to apply their marks to the 
embroidered ftockings they receive from 
Nîmes, and which, having undergone 
this ceremony, are ihipped for the Ame
rican colonies, where all foreign ftock- 
ings are, prohibited. Induftry makes 
fome efforts in the cities near Cadiz. 
There are at Port Saint Mary,’the Ifle 
of Leon, and at Xeres linen manuafac- 
tures which are in a flourifhing ftate. 
No linens but thefe and thofe of Cata
lonia can be ihipped for the Indies ; but 

to
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to judge how far the law is eluded it 
will be fufficient to compare the quan
tity exported with that the manufacturers 
can furniih. Cadiz is the real feat of 
fraud ; and this will continually be the 
cafe wherever prohibitions are nume
rous, temptations to elude them fre
quent, and theprofits confiderable enough 
to be divided with thofe who, having 
but a moderate falary to prevent Smug
gling, find their account in favouring 
it. This is chiefly exercifed upon pi- 
aftres, to elude the duty of four per cent, 
to which their exportation is fubjeCt ; 
and the fmugglers find the officers much 
more difpofed to convey them on board 
than to confifcate them. This abule 
was carried to the higheft degree when 
I was at Cadiz. The zeal of the new 
minifter ’ of finances became warm ; a 
commiffion of rnagiftrates was fuddenly 
fent to Madrid to examine into it, and 
proceed againft the authors. The ex
amination was conducted with all the 
impartiality of juftice. The fraud and 
peculation of the officers of the revenue 

were 
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were proved and punifhed. The cuftom- 
houfe of Cadiz underwent a total refor
mation ; to treacherous and corrupt agents 
Were fubftituted heros of integrity. Every 
thing was to bereftored to order; fmug- 
gling was to expire under the ftroke of 
authority and the eyes of vigilance ; but 
thefe flattering expectations proved de
ceitful. Smuggling is a plant fail rooted 
in the foil wherein it is naturalized; in 
vain is it plucked from the ground; roots 
which have efcaped the vindictive 
hand of juftice foon llioot forth new 
fuckers. Thofe who follow fmugglingj 
like the rabbits of M. de la Rochefou- 
cault, retire and conceal themfelves in 
the critical moment. As foon as that is 
pail prefumptuous audacity returns to its 
old habits, and intereft renews its claims. 
Wherever this is as powerful as at Ca
diz, confcience is Client; and the heros 
°f integrity, encouraged by the hope of 
impunity, and excufed by example, foon 
become as relaxed in their principles as 
their predeceflbrsi Authority fuppofes 
it has formed virtuous men, when it has

Vol. IL F f only
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only facrificed victims, which are firft 
pitied and afterwards imitated.

But to return to the induftry of Cadiz 
and the environs; At Port Saint Mary 
there is a wax refinery, through which 
all the wax fent to America muff pafs; 
it is, however, fo badly purified and 
whitened there, that the merchants, 
preffed to fhip that which they receive 
from the north, chearfully pay to the 
officers of the refinery the two du
cats at which each quintal whitened 
in it is taxed, and fend it in the fame 
Hate in which it was received there.

I mu ft remark upon this occafion, 
that the Spaniards of the Havannah 
were, a few years ago, upon the point 
of gathering wax enough for the whole 
confumption of Spaniih America. They 
owed this new production to a Angular 
circumftance, and have lately loft it by 
another not lefs extraordinary. • When 
Florida was ceded to the Engliih, in 
1763, fome Spaniih colonifts flying be

fore
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fore the conquerors, and carrying with 
them their treafures and their induftry, 
had retired to the ifland of Cuba, and 
taken with them bee-hives, the bees of 
which had confiderably increafed and 
gave excellent wax; they were accuf- 
tomed to the climate and feemed to be 
fettled in the ifland ; but they found in 
Cuba other perfecutors. The colonifts 
of the Havannah, alarmed by the inju
ries they did to their fugar plantations, 
lighted up fires to drive them off. This 
remedy fucceeded fo well that the ifland 
of Cuba, forfaken by the bees, has difap- 
pointed the hopes all Spaniih America 
had from it, and the colonies are again 
obliged to depend on Poland and Bar-*  
bary for their fupply of wax. The rage 
of conqueft would certainly not long 
continue could the riches of the foil 
always thus efcape through the air from 
the avarice of the conquerors ?

The manufacture of fait is the moil 
mterefting branch of induftry in the en
virons of Cadiz. The falt-pits enconm 

F f 2 pafs
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pafs a great part of the Bay from the 
Puntal to Port Saint Mary. I acquired 
fome accurate information relative to the 
manner of working them; which may 
be compared to the mode adopted in 
our falt-marfhes.

In the firft place, fea water is intro
duced, by means of a little fluice, into a 
large kind of bafon, cut into wide canals 
of equal depth. The water remain*  
there a certain time, during which, its 
lighteB parts evaporate by the heat of 
the fun. From this firft refervoir it 
runs into other canals not quite fo deep, 
where the fame caufe produces the fame 
effeCt, volatilizing the lighter parts. The 
corrofive quality of the water which re
mains after this fecond operation is fo 
increafed, that the workmen can no 
longer remain with their feet uncovered 
without burning them as with aqua 
fortis. The water, thus changed, is let 
into a long and narrow canal, which 
runs by the fide of a fquare fpace, di
vided into quadrangular compartments,
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the inner of which is lower than thofe 
at the edges. From this canal, where 
the water, paffing through a third ope
ration, becomes Bill more corrofive, it is 
thrown with fcoops into the fmall bafons 
where it receives the laft heating, while 
the workmen continually Bir it with 
long rakes. The fediment it depofes be
comes as hard as Bone, and the work
men are conBantly employed in detach
ing, taking it out, and pounding it. 
This continual agitation produces upon 
the furface a white fcum, that is care
fully taken off, and which produces a 
much whiter, but a weaker, fait than 
the fediment. The reB is laid in great 
heaps in the open air. The neceffary 
quantity for the king’s fait magazines is 
taken from thefe heaps, and paid for at 
the rate of two piaflres the laft of two 
hogBieads; but it is fold again at a hun
dred and twenty piaBres to individuals, 
excepting fiihermenwho have it cheaper. 
The fait manufacturers fell what re
gains to them, after furniihing the king’s 
Wagazinps, more or lefs dear according 

Ffj to
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to circumfiances ; and as the rains of the 
autumn threaten them with confidera- 
ble watte, they lofe no time in felling ; 
and, far from giving the law to pur
chafers, they folicit orders from perfons 
who buy for exportation. The nations 
which carry it are Sweden, Denmark, 
Holland, England, and particularly Por
tugal, until lately, when the fear of the 
Algerine corfairs difcredited their flag. 
The cargoes fhipped by the Portuguefe 
are moftly fent to the coafts of Galicia 
and Afturia, where this commodity is 
wanted, and which they have long had 
the exclufive privilege of furnilhing with 
their own. fait. The fiihermen from 
Saint Malo, Dieppe and Granville fome- 
times go to the Bay of Cadiz to take in 
cargoes of fait for Newfoundland ; and, 
when the falt-pits of France fail, the 
French take large quantities of it for 
home confumption,

■ ' . ■ • .!
Every individual who willies to efta- 

bliili one of thefe artificial falt-pits upon 
ground of his own is at liberty to do it.
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He may fell the produce to foreigners, 
but not to his countrymen, fait being 
in Spain, as in France, exclufively fold 
for the king’s account. Guards are 
placed round the heaps of fait, which 
at a diftance appear like fo many white 
houfes about the Bay; but the guards 
do not always fecure them from thieves 
and fmugglers.

Cadiz contains but few remarkable 
edifices or monuments of the arts. The 
cultivation of thefe fuppofes two clafles 
of indolent people, which are never nu
merous in commercial and manufactur
ing cities; the clafs of profeflors and 
that of amateurs. Arts profper in pro
portion to the number of connoifleurs 
who encourage and fupport them. The 
cathedral of Cadiz was begun in 1720. 
Whenever it is finiihed it will be but a 
heavy mafs, defective in many refpedts. 
The grotefque mouldings of the Gothic 
architecture are joined to the Ample tafte 
of the ancient orders; however, fome 
of the interior parts are beautiful. The 

F f 4 eight
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eight columns of the choir are of Tor- 
tofian marble of the firft quality; thofe 
of the nave, although a little heavy, are 
beautiful in their proportions. Their' 
capitals, vafes, and the ceiling of the 
cupolas, are excellently fculptured.

Until the new cathedral is finiihed, 
divine fervice is performed in the old 
one, in which I remarked feveral little 
paintings in the Flemiih ftyle, and in a 
good tafte. There are a few much more 
valuable in the church of the capuchins. 
They are the mafter-pieces of Murillo; 
among them is an Ecce homo, in which 
the foft touch of that artift feemed to 

to be united with the noble fubli- 
mity which Guido knew fo well how to 
give to his figures.

Among other edifices deferving atten
tion are the cuftom-houfe, a new and 
fpacious building, and the theatre, which 
is finiihed with tafte and on an excellent
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Cadiz is furrounded with walls, which 
contribute more to its embellifhment 
than to its defence. The fortifications 
on the fide of the land gate are in a to
lerable good condition. It is the only- 
place where the city can be attacked by
land. Fort Saint Catharine, to the 
north-eaft, would not obftrudt the end
trance into the great Bay; nor would 
Fort Saint Sebaftian, which is rather 
more to the weft, be of greater fervice 
in its defence. It communicates with 
the city by an uneven fandy ihore co
vered at high water ; the light-houfe 
which directs mariners when they en
ter the port, is placed upon the tower 
of this fort.

The parage from the great Bay to the 
road of the Puntal, is much better de
fended by two forts, one that of the 
Puntal, the other that of Matagordo, 
placed oppofite each other, where the 
Bay becomes narrower.

Cadi2
I crofted
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I croffed this kind of ¡freight, and, 
quitting Cadiz with the regret every per- 
fon who has paffed fome time in that 
city mutt feel on the fame occafion, I em
barked for Chiclana with fome merchants 
who had treated me with the greateft 
civility. I there experienced, for the fe- 
cond time in Spain, that it is from this 
clafs of men, all things equal in other 
refpedts, that the beft reception is to be 
expended. Eafy circumftances, multipli
city of connexions, and perhaps the 
neceffity felt at every moment of culti
vating or augmenting them (for what 
virtue is it that intereft does not adulte
rate by its impure alloy ?) feem to have 
bellowed on this clafs of men more than 
any other thofe precious focial qualities, 
affability and obliging manners. Thefe 
I met with, to the greateft degree, from 
the foreign and Spaniih merchants, but 
more particularly from the French.

The French conful, M. de Mongelas, 
. was not then at Cadiz : I was forry for 
it; and ftill more fo to obferve, that he 

was 
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Was heavily cenfured. I had found an 
Opportunity to become acquainted with 
his excellent qualities, and ihould have 
imagined that thefe, added to the ami- 
ablenefs of his lady, would have miti
gated the rigour of the perfons who 
feemed to think molt harlhly of him. 
In his abfence I was received by M. Poi- 
rel, the vice-Conful ; and I can never fuffi- 
ciently acknowledge the attention I re
ceived from him, and all with whom he 
was connected. In general, there are 
few cities fo agreeable as Cadiz, even to 
thofe frivolous and contemptuous per
fons of the French nation, who believe 
that once out of their country they can 
only vegetate. The agreeable and ami
able qualities of the fair fex renders a 
refidence at Cadiz delightful ; the ladies 
poflefs, to a very uncommon degree, the 
pleafing exterior of the Andalufians, 
modified by the fociety of ftrangers, who 
are there found in great numbers, and 
by that general defire to pleafe, which the 
refinements of fociety and a concourfe 
of admirers maintain in continual ac

tivity.
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tivity. They, however, feldom are be
trayed into thofe immoralities which 
their charms, the perpetual adulation 
to which they are expofed, and the influ
ence of climate might perhaps excufe 
more here than in other countries. I re
marked feveral young and handfome wo
men entirely occupied in houfehold cares 
and the education of their children.

Pleafures are not much varied at 
Cadiz. During fome years there was a 
French comedy, which a reprehenfible 
adminiftration fupprefled in 1778. The 
only theatre at prefent is the national 
one, which rivals thofe of the capital, 
and fometimes is enriched by their loffes? 
The fituation of the city, which is but 
of a middling extent for a population of 
eighty thoufand inhabitants, and which 
the fea almoft furrounds, renders the 
pleafures of public walks but very few. 
At a quarter of a league from the land 
gate, fterility again appears, and conti
nues for feveral leagues round, if a few 
kitchen gardens and fome orchards in
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the neighbourhood of the ifle of Leon, 
where waterings fupply the want of 
moifture in the fandy drynefs of the foil, 
be excepted. The bull-fights are exhi
bited in the hotteft months of the year. 
Cadiz is Hill one of the few cities in 
Spain whence they have not been ba- 
niihed, and it is not that in which the 
people are lead delighted with them.

The diftance from Cadiz to Chiclan a 
is four leagues: a favourable wind with 
the tide carried us over in two hours. 
Leaving the ifle of Leon to the right, and 
the Carraque to the left, we paffed the 
bridge of Suago, an ancient monument 
of the Romans, that joins the ifland on 
which Cadiz ftands on the north fide, 
and the ifle of Leon on the fouth-eaft, 
to the Continent. Under the arches of 
this bridge the Bay becomes fo narrow 
that, after palling them, it is nothing 
more than a wide canal, which foon af
terwards feparates into different branches. 
One of thefe leads to Chiclana, which is 
built on the right bank, commanded by 

feveral



.446 THE PRESENT STATE 

feveral eminences, and particularly by 
the ruins of an old Mooriih caftle. This 
branch of the canal is affected by the 
tide, fo that fometimes there is fufficient 
water to cary large barks, and at others 
it is fordable,

Chiclana is a handfome village, where 
feveral merchants of Cadiz have country- 
houfes. They have embelliihed and 
furrounded them with that verdure of 
which they are deprived in their chief 
refldences. They frequently retire to 
them for relaxation from bufinefs; but 
Chiclana is particularly agreeable in the 
fpring and autumn. The citizens of 
Cadiz carry thither, and enjoy for a time, 
all the luxuries of Cadiz ; dinners, flip
pers, balls, concerts, all the difplay of opu
lence, and every ornament of the toilette; 
it is, if I may fo fay, a theatre opened 
by luxury and tafte, in which the polite 
and amiable difplay their charms, fmooth 
the brows of the calculators who ac
company them, and generouily bellow
ing unnumbered pleafures oblige them 

tQ 
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to confefs that there are things more 
precious than gold.

I went to the eminences which com
mand this little valley of Tempe, whence 
we furvey the molt extenfive and varied 
horizon. We fee in one view the ifle of 
Leon, Cadiz, the Bay, all the places by 
which it is furrounded, and the fea be
yond it. The eye follows the courfe of 
the river Santi Petri till it falls into the 
fea. Turning to the ealt we perceive 
Medina Sidonia, whence comes the wind 
fo dreaded by the inhabitants of Cadiz, 
becaufe it feems, by its pernicious influ
ence upon many of the people, to blow 
into that city both crimes and diforders. 
From the fame point of view we embrace 
the vail plains of the fouth part of An- 
dalufia, which I had to pafs in my way 
to Algebras and Gibraltar.

Algebras is fourteen leagues from 
Chiclana. I performed the journey on 
the fame horfe in one hot day of bum
pier, crofling the molt defert country 

that
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that can be found amongft thofe which 
are not quite uncultivated. Indeed I 
croffed plains, to avoid circuits, which 
would have led me through fome vil
lages. But will it be credited that in all 
this road, except Vejer on the right at a 
confiderable diftance, and Medina Sido
nia on the left (till farther off, I faw no 
other human habitations than four of 
five groupes of miferable cabins, called 
Cortijos, in which labourers lodge a part 
of the year. This is the inconvenience 
of great poifeffions, of which the anci
ents, if we believe Plutarch and Pliny, 
were well aware, and on the fubjeét of 
which modern politicians have endea
voured to miflead us by preferring us the 
exception for the rule. A more modern 
author fays that, “ Conquerors always 
“ have found very feeble refiftance in 
“ countries divided into great poffef- 
“ fions.” It appears that the foutli 
part of Andalufia will not be long a prey 
to them; but in the mean while, two 
fcourges, idlenefs and famine, pollute, 
by their prefence, a trait of country 

which
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Which nature had produced in a moment 
of beneficence. It will fcarcely' be be
lieved that I was nearly wanting bread 
in crofting this province. I had negleited, 
to provide myfelf with it at Chiclana. 
But I fortunately met in the fields fonie 
civil reapers, who permitted me to take 
half their provifionsi ■

For ten leagues I croflcd thè duchy of 
Medina-Sidonia which, in this diftrict, 
tonfifts of corn fields and pafturés. In. 
no part of them was a veftige of an hu
man habitation. Not an orchard, kit
chen garden, ditch nor tile. The great 
proprietor fèèms to reign there like the 
Hon in the forefts, by driving away by 
his roarings thofe by whom he might 
ótherwife be approached ; and both 
therefore alike reign over deferts. In
head of men and women, I met with 
feven or eight great herds of horned 
cattle and fome troops of marcs. On 
feeing them free from the yoke and bri- 
^lej wandering over an immenfe region. 
Unbounded to the eye by enclofure or 

Vóti IL G g . barrier
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barrier, we are ready to imagine ourfelves 
in the firft ages of the world, when ani
mals in a ftate of independence, divided 
with man the dominion of the earth, 
found every where their own property, 
and were not that of any perfon.

All Andaluiia, however, muft not be 
judged of by this diftriét ; it appears not 
io much a defert except in parts wholly 
fet apart to corn and pafturage. It has 
been divided into great poffeffions as 
far back as the conqueft of it by the 
Moors. The principal Caftilian noble
man, who then accompanied the con
quering kings, obtained enormous in
heritances in perpetuity, according to the 
fatal cuftom introduced into almoft the 
whole of the monarchy. The extinction 
of males in the great families has en- 
creafed the inconvenience. Rich heir- 
effes carry with them their opulent por
tions into families not lefs opulent, 
fo that this abfurd law of fucceflion is, 
if I may ufe the expreffion, a vaft ton
tine which fooner or later will make the 

“ greateft 
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greateft part of Spain the inheritance of 
the few families which ihall furvive the 
reft. How can one individual manage 
fuch eftates ? Thefe proprietors, there
fore, farm them out to different perfons, 
but this for three years only, or five at 
moil; too ihort a term to permit the 
former to undertake the clearing of 
lands or any confiderable improvement. 
Another circumftance concurs with thefe 
deftru&ive cuftoms to prevent agricul
ture flourilhing in Andalufia. The land 
is divided into three portions; one is 
cultivated, another remains fallow, 
and the third is fet apart to feed the 
cattle belonging to the farmer, and 
which he augments as much as poffible, 
to reap what advantage he can from his 
ihort leafe. This is what gives an ap
pearance of depopulation to vaft diftriàs 
fufceptible of rich cultivation. The firft 
improvement to be made in the agricul
ture of Andalufia, would therefore be 
to grant longer leafes. The example 
of Catalonia, Navarre, Galicia, and the 
Àfturias fhould ferve as a leffon. There

G g 2 the
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the le^fes are for a confiderable number 
of years, and cannot be broken by the 
caprice of the proprietors: every kind 
of cultivation is in a flouriihing ftate; 
each farmer creates himfelf a little efta- 
bliihment, keeps cattle, and has round 
his habitation an orchard and kitchen 
garden ; and while he procures himfelf 
conveniences, improves and fertilifes the 
land which he is fure to hold for a long 
time, as well as to be fucceeded in his 
farm by his children. What a contraft 
between this ftate of things, and that I 
had before my eyes for ten leagues after 
leaving Chiclana j

At the end of thefe ten leagues the 
road lay through a wood, and afterwards 
acrofs an enormous chain of high moun
tains, which become not lower before 
they reach the weftern part of the bay 
of Gibraltar. The four laft leagues are 
exceflively fatiguing, and even dangerous 
in fome places. However, the traveller is 
well rewarded for his pains when, from 
the fummit of the mountains, a league and 

a half
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a half from the bay, he perceives the 
famous rock of Gibraltar rifing from the 
bofom of the waves like the genius of the 
ftormy Cape, which furniihed to Ca- 
moens one of the fineft epifodes in his 
Lufiad. From this point, the eye com
mands the fortrefs, the outlines of which 
appeared to me perfectly well defined in 
the ferene horizon. The rock prefents 
the form of an immenfe Catafalco feen 
on one fide ; at one view the eye em
braces the town of Algefiras, the whole 
circuit of the Bay, two little rivers which 
fall into it, the town of Saint Roche, 
placed upon an eminence, the Hope 
which from this town leads to the lines, 
and the tongue of flat and narrow land, 
that feparates them from Gibraltar ; and 
£t a diftance to the right, at the extre
mity of the horizon, we imagine, rather 
than difcover, the coaft of Africa.

Algefiras, the boundary of my long 
day’s journey, is a town agreeably fituated 
on a gentle flope clofe by the fea fide. 
A very little river fthe MielJ which rifes
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in the neighbouring mountains, waiheS 
the right fide of Algefiras, and gently 
runs on into the fea; upon its right bank 
is a little dock yard, the dimenfions of 
which, although proportioned to the bed 
of the river, are fufficient for the building 
of barks. It was made ufe of for the 
conftruCtion of fome of the gun-boats 
which made fo poor a figure at the fiege 
of Gibraltar. At the time of the freihes, 
this river, or rather rivulet, has water 
enough to float the little veflels to the 
fea, which is diftant but a few paces. 
Near this place are the ruins of the old 
citadel of Algefiras, whence the Moors 
ftill defended themfelves for fome time 
after their city was taken. This filled 
the fame ground as the modern town 
of the fame name. Algefiras, as well as 
Saint Roche, was peopled at the ban
ning of the prefent century with Spa
niards from Gibraltar, who would not 
live under the dominion of the Engliih. 
In order to draw thither the refugees, 
the privileges Algefiras now enjoys were 
granted. The Spaniards are feparated 
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from their old country by two leagues 
of fea, in which, during the late war, 
feveral of them found their tombs, while 
endeavouring the conqueft of the native 
place of their forefathers.

The little ifland of Palomas, called alfo 
the Green Ifland, is within a mulket 
ihot of Algefiras: it has a fort in which 
a company detached from the garrifon 
of Algefiras does duty. This Ifland is fo 
fine and regular, that it feems to have 
been traced by art, and placed there tr til 
fome perfon of tafte can find a fituation 
for it in a garden.

Algefiras is watered in a manner which 
feems to be referved for important places. 
Water is brought to it from the diftance 
of a quarter of a league by a new aque
duct built with hewn ftone.

A packet boat fails twice a week from 
this town to Ceuta, a Spaniih fea port, 
at five leagues diftance, on the coaft of 
Africa. This voyage is often made in 

Gg4 three
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three or four hours, but it fometimes 
takes up nine or ten : the paffage is five 
reals; no great fum to be tranfported from 
one quarter of the world to another ; a 
traveller is eafjly tempted to make the 
trip. Particular circumftances, however, 
prevented me from fo far gratifying my 
inclination. x . ® ■

The little port of Algefiras is very 
Confined in fpeculations of commerce; 
it receives feme cargoes of corn and 
brandy by Catalonian barks ; and its 
exportations chiefly confift in coal from 
the neighbouring mountains which is 
fent to Cadiz.

A great part of the two leagues from 
Algefiras to Saint Roche, is by the fide 
of the gay. There are two little rivers 
which fall into it to be croiTed in boats, 
El Rio delos Pulmones and the Guaraipe, 
which might be taken for an arm of the 
fea. After palling the latter, you leave 
the Bay and gain the back part of the 
hill upon which the ¡11 paved town of

Saint
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Saint Roche is fituated. The late war, 
which in part had its feat in the neigh
bourhood, and the prefence of a nu
merous garrifon feem not to have en
riched it: the environs are agreeable, 
and the adjoining hills are carefully cul
tivated.

At Saint Roche I was addrefled to an 
aid-major of the place, an Iriihman (Mr. 
James Lyons) a man of underftanding 
and confiderable knowledge, whofe name 
my gratitude has obliged me to mention. 
He obtained from the commander of the 
lines, permiffion for me to approach 
Gibraltar as near as the recen and ri
gorous order which prevented all com
munication between tthat place and the 
Spaniih continent would permit. We 
fet off from Saint Roche, on horfeback, 
about four ofolock; and left Bueaavi'u 
to the right. ^This is a large honfe : ; 
on an eminence, in which the duke de 
Crillon, his aides-de-camp, and all their 
retinue were lodged, and whence they 
had a view of Gibraltar, the two leas and 

the
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the coaft of Africa. At length we ar
rived on the ground of the two famous 
camps of Saint Roche. Deftroyed by 
peace, as other things are by war, it 
prefented nothing but a heap of ruins 
and fome broken walls, but neither a 
roof nor window. This theatre, of the 
moil profound filence and folitude, 
after having, during four years, been 
that of the tumult accompanying ar
mies, and of death which follows their 
motions, prefented me a fufficient fub- 
jed for refledion on the viciffitudes 
of all human affairs. We croifed this 
ground diagonally to go ftraight to the 
Mediterranean, and follow the coaft to 
Fort Saint Barbe which forms the right 
of the lines: we afcended them as far as 
the principal guard, where we prefented 
the order of the commander, and the 
great gate, which leads to the lines be
fore Gibraltar, was opened to us: a petty 
officer was fent to watch rather than di
rect our motions. Immediately on going 
out we found the long trench planned by 
M. d’Arcon, and opened in the night of 

the
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the 15th of July 1782 ; it proceeded from 
the center of the line, paifed under the 
fire of the places and terminated at the 
Mediterranean. We were afterwards 
ihewn the trenches and epaulement 
thrown up by general Alvarez, and 
which were fo much fpoken of in the 
gazettes of Madrid; the fight of them 
infufed a fmall portion of farcafm into 
my philanthropical reflections, and made 
me recoiled the verfes fome elegant idler 
of Paris wrote at the time, to cheer the 
langour of the beiiegers and that of the 
reader of their tardy and unvaried ex
ploits. Perhaps my reader may not be 
difpleafed at finding them here : thofe 
who are the fubjeds of them had at the 
time the generofity to laugh at the fatire, 

■ and probably will not be offended at it 
five years afterwards.

Meffieurs de Saint Roch, entre nous, 
Ceci pafle la raillerie.
En avez-vous la pour la vie ? 
Ou quelque jour finirez vous ?
Ne pouvez-vous a la vaillance 
Joindre le talent d’abreger ?

Votre
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Votre éternelle patience 
Ne fe lafiê point d’affiéger. 
Mais vous mettez a bout la notre. 
Soyez donc battants ou battus, 
Meffieurs, du camp & du blocus. 
Terminez de façon ou d’autre • 
Terminez, car on ne tient plus. 
Frequentes font vos canonnades : 
Mais hélas ! qu’ont-elles produit ? 
Le tranquille Anglois dort au priait 
.De vos no&urnes pétarades ; 
Ou s’il répond de tems en tems 
A votre prudente furie, 
C’efl; par égard, je le parie, 
Et pour dire je vous entends. 
Quatre ans ont dû vous rendre fages^ 
LaifTez donc là vos vieux ouvrages. 
Quittez vos vieux retranchemens : 
Retirez-vous, vieux affiegéans. 
Un jour ce mémorable fiege 
Sera fini par vos enfans, 
Si toutefois Dieu les protege. 
Mes amis, vous le voyez bien, 
Vos bombes ne bombardent rien : 
Vos pétarades, vos corvettes, 
Et vos travaux & vos mineurs, 
N’épouvante que les leflgurs 
De vos redoutables gazettes. 
Votre blocus ne bloque point; 
Et grâce à votre heureufe adreflè, 
Ceux que vous affamez fans ceflê 
Ne périront que d’embonpoint

OF SPAIN
Illuftrious warriors of Saint Roche, 
Believe me, this exceeds a joke: 
Say, will you here remain for life. 
Or one day end the gallant ftrife ? 
Or can you not contrive to join 
Difpatchto valour fodivine? 
Your patience ftill may laft, no doubt, 
But ours is fairly wearied out. 
Then, heroes of the long blockade, 
Conclude at length your vain parade. 
Th’ inceffant roar your batteries keep 
But lulls the carelefs foe to fleep; 
Or if he anfweryou by chance, 
’Tis but in common complaifance. 
Your laboured works grow old, and you, 
Heroic Sirs, are grown old too. 
’Tis time to quit thefe martial cares, 
And leave the bufinefs to vour heirs; 
Your fons, or your fons fons, perchance, 
With Spain’s whole force, and aid of France, 
If fortune on their labours fmile, 
Shall terminate the glorious toil. 
Your clofe circumvallation lines, 
And all your mortars and your mines, 
Which your gazettes with pride difplay, 
The coffee houfe alone difmay : 
In vain you block, in vain you batter, 
Thofe you would ftarve grow daily fatter; 
And, at the worft, will only die 
Of corpulence and lethargy.

But
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But to return to profe, and conclude 

what I have to fay of the camp of Saint 
Roche. We found traces of all the 
works; but the fand and earth of which 
they were conftrudted had crumbled 
down in many places; the fafcines that 
bound them lay heaped together and 
ferved to make fires in the few chjm- 
neys which fmoke in this part of the 
country, or were abandoned to the flower 
deftrudlion of time. We were ihewn a 
large ftone tower, called the tower of 
the mill, which, placed between the be- 
fiegers and the befieged, was the only 
thing that had efcaped their combined 
ravages. We difcovered the place ■where 
the Engliih had made fome little gar
dens before their fortrefs, and beyond 
the limits fixed by the peace of Utrecht; 
the inclofure was ftill marked with 
reeds; but the ground they incircled, by 
being reftored to its real proprietors, or 
rather becoming neuter, had refumed 
its former fterility. Kings, like indivi
duals, are never good near neighbours; 
and the feparation of deferts is neceifary 

to
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to preferve them on terms of friendihip 
with each other; were that the cafe, 
the earth would indeed be lefs inhabited; 
but would that on the whole be a mif- 
fortune to mankind ? I hear the friends 
of population exclaim againft the idea, 
and wave the enquiry to return to the 
works conftrudted by general Alvarez.

After having for fometime followed 
thefe works on the fide of the Bay, and 
in front of the old mole, we took a di
agonal direction towards the Mediter
ranean, to furvey nearer at hand, and 
under different afpedls, the rock which 
for five years had been the object of fo 
many military and political fpeculations. 
We approached a fmall tower, fituated 
near to a prodigious fortefs, clofe by the 
Mediterranean, when our ftern conduc
tor faid to us in Spanifh, which at that 
moment did not appear to us to be the 
language of the gods,. “You can go no 
“ farther, the firft Engliih guard is clofe 
“ to the tower you fee before you.” I 
aiked him, whether war or a peftilence 

obliged 
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obliged us to keep at a diftance ; but hê 
feemed not to take this fâlly of wit in 
good part. He was doing his duty ; and 
although not very ufcftil to Ôur purpofe, 
might have rendered us the viétims ofhiS 
ill hutnout. The fafeft method was not 
to provoke his refentment, but turn tô 
the right ; which refolution we imme
diately took. But in palling fo near the 
fortrefs, whence the Englilh foldiers, 
placed upon the edges of fome of thé 
batteries on the land fide, feemed to 
threaten our heads with a perpendicular 
ihot, our conductor pointed out to us 
the mouth of a mine the duke de Crilldn 
had hollowed within the rock, and by 
which he intended to revenge the fate 
of the floating batteries, when the peace 
obliged him to defift, and gave fafety td 
the foundation of the fortrefs. During 
the fiege, fome daring workmen climbed 
up in the night to this opening, by fa
vour of a heap of crumbled earth which 
adhered to the rock. The excavation! 
had already advanced feveral fathoms# 
when hoftilities were fufpended; but 

had
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had it been ftill deeper, it is difficult to 
conceive how powder could have raifed 
up and broken the enormous mafs which 
would ftill have borne upon the mine 
even wheq compleated, or how the ex- 
plofion could have been prevented from 
re-adting towards the fide of the orifice 
where it would have found lefs refif- 
tance. This was not the only point of 
the rock the duke de Crillon threatened: 
on the Mediterranean fide, the declivity, 
'though fo deep as to be almoft perpen
dicular, does not continue fo to the fur
face of the earth. Between the foot of 
the mountain and the fea, there is a 
kind of path which leads to Europa 
point. At the entrance of this path, 
and near the Englilh guard of which I 
have fpoken, M. de Crillon had made a 
fecond opening in the rock. But it may 
be aiked, what this general could have 
gained by fcaling this fide in the moil 
elevated part, and at the greateft diftance 
from the main body of the place.

Vol. IL Hh Not-
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Notwithftandingthefequeftions, which 
I have heard put by profeffional men, 
and the farcafms thrown out againii 
both thefe attempts, I have been af- 
fured by peribns who were prefent, that 
when general Eliott, after hoftilities had 
ceafed, walked with the duke de Crillon 
round the place he had fo valiantly de
fended, he appeared furprifed at feeing 
the progrefs made in a mine he had 
fcarcely fufpedted, and that he faid to 
the French general, had he known the 
ftate it was in he ihould not have been 
fo eafy. Was [this expreffion from the 
Engliih hero, an effort he made to imi
tate French complaifance ; or did he 
mean fincerely to praife the bold enter- 
prife of the duke de Crillon ? On this 
I ihall not undertake to decide. Be this 
.as it may, the rock of Gibraltar which is 
fteepeft on the fide toward the Mediterra
nean has gradually lefs declivity towards 
the Bay of Algefiras. It is on this kind 
of talus that the art of fortification has 
employed numerous means of defence. 
Some foldiers having perceived us from 

the
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the top of the formidable amphitheatre, 
addreffed us in Spaniih, and gave notice 
to their officers.

Let it be here obferved, that Nature, 
as if to render Gibraltar inacceffible on 
all fides, has placed between the foot of 
this fortrefs, to the fouth, and on the 
fide of the Bay of Algefiras, a deep marfh 
which leaves between it and the place, 
as far as the land gate only, the breadth 
of a narrow caufeway, commanded by 
an hundred cannon at a very trifling 
diftance. A fmall dyke between the 
marih and the Bay runs by the fea fide 
to confine the water, and terminates at 
the land gate; and the marih is con
tained in the enclofure of the place by 
a palifade, which begins at the foot of 
the mountain and terminates at the fea; 
the purpofe of the palifade is to prevent 
defertion. It was the firfl: victim facri- 
ficed at the fiege of Gibraltar, and its 
ruins, blackened by the fire, carried off 
from under the cannon of the place, 
ferved as trophies to fome Spaniih gre- 

H h 2 nadiers,
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nadiers, who prefented them to the 
count d’Eftaing; a general equally able 
to appreciate valour and difpofed to re
ward it.

As long as the war lafted it remained 
in ruins, but it has been carefully re
paired fince the peace: the old mole is 
diftindtly feen from it; it advances into 
the Bay, almoft perpendicularly to the 
body of the place ; it is a kind of narrow 
bank or caufeway, with cannon planted 
on both fides, and entirely mafks the 
new mole, which is half a league behind 
it, and nearly in the fame dire&ion.

The Engliih officers, informed by their 
foldiers, faw us on the other fide of the 
palifade, and faluted us in their lan
guage. The Irifh officer who accom
panied me having anfwered them in En
gliih, they drew near, and a converfation 
was begun. The officers, who were three 
in number, were young and very polite ; 
they invited us to enter with them into 
the fortrefs, and particularly infixed
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upon it when I told them I had a letter 
for general Eliott. We objected to this on 
account of the formal prohibition of the 
court oftMadrid, which we as little per
mitted ourfelves to interpret as to in
fringe, our fear of expofing the Irifh 
officer, who was the principal interlocu
tor, and the impoffibility of efcaping 
the vigilance of our condu&or. He had, 
however, abated fomewhat of his feve- 
rity; he confented, with a good grace, 
to our interview, and fat himfelf quietly 
down upon a ftone whilft the conver
fation lafted, which would not have 
been very interefting to him had he un- 
derftood it: its having a little the ap
pearance of a forbidden gratification was 
fufficient to make it agreeable to us. 
Five perfons of different nations, fpeak- 
ing to each other over a palifade, which, 
by the ftridt prohibition of the court of 
Spain, oppofed an infurmountable ob- 
ftacle to their uniting, reminded me of 
a converfation obtained in a convent 
through an iron grate, in which both 
parties endeavour to deceive the eyes 

■ ':Hh3 Of
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of the female Argus, who increaferf 
the pleafure of the meeting by add
ing to the conftraint. The eyes of 
our Argus had no need of being de
ceived. Shut by lieedleffnefs and lan
guor, they opened with regret, when it 
was neceffary we ihould again mount 
our horfes. The Englilh officers, unable 
to overcome our fcruples, offered us re«? 
freihment; we accepted fome beer, and 
had the fatisfadiion of drinking with 
them, under the cannon of Gibraltar, a 
few glaffes of porter, to the health of 
king George III. and general Eliott, In 
fuch circumftances, the diitimSlions by 
which nations are claffed, and the fpi- 
rit of rivalry that divides them are an«? 
nihilated. We were neither Frenchmen, 
Spaniards, nor Englilhmen ; but merely 
fo many members of the immenfe family 
of mankind. If the uniting of men into 
nations conftitutes their ftrength, and a 
great part of their virtues, it is alio the 
fource of moil of their vices and mif- 
fortunes; without this fewer mifchiefs 
would defolate the earth : revolts againil 
authority, the oppreffion of crowned
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defpots, that ilill more fevere of fubal- 
tern tyrants, the filent intrigues of po
licy, and the noify ravages of war would 
be unknown ; men would no longer de- 
ftroy each other in purfuit of that phan
tom called Glory ; they would no more 
facrifice their repofe, and that of their 
wives and children, to intereits foreign io 
their own; and, in defeat of magiftrates 
and laws, each man would take upon 
him to revenge his own wrongs. The 
greater contrail thefe refledlions formed 
to fo many recent events, the remem
brance of which was awakened by the 
fight of Gibraltar, the more affe&ing 
and profound was the impreffion they 
made, and the more fenfible the charm 
they added to our little congrefs. It 
foon became neceffary to baniih them, 

• and return from the illufion of the gol
den age to the fad realities of that of 
iron. The fun was fetting, and the 
calm of the evening made the cues of 
thefailors, on board the veffels anchoied 
before us at the foot of the old mole, 
more diftindlly heard. The famous rock 
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already began to fade from our fight. We 
took leave of the Engliih officers, and 
again returned by the lines. Ip retiring 
I turned twenty times towards Gibraltar; 
I wifhed, by frequently looking at it, to 
carry in my memory the exadt image of 
an object which had be,en fo fertile a 
fource of military, political, and philofo- 
phical reflexions. That, faid I to my- 
felf, is the rock which, during five years, 
engaged the attention of all nations. 
It is in every refpedt ufelefs to the En
gliih, but they imagine their honour in- 
terefted in preferving that little portion 
or land, in ipite of Nature, which feems 
to have allotted ¡t to the monarch who 
reign? over the Peninfula of which it 
makes apart; they facrifice millions to 
fortify, preferve and defend it. On the 
other hand, the vanity only of Spain is 
interefted in recovering it; and to this 
chimera, under a moparch ¿paring of the 
blood and treafure of his fubjedls, the 
facrificed, during five years, the moil 
enormous fums, the moil advantageous 
plans of more di ft ant expeditions, and.
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if I may dare to ufe the expreffion, the 
glory of the kingdom, were that glory 
rightly underftood ; while the houfe of 
Bourbon chained the greateft part of its 
naval forces to the foot of this rock, 
more contemptible in itfelf than formi
dable by the art of war.

In the midft of thefe reveries, I ar
rived at Fort Saint Philip, which is at 
the other extremity of the lines on the 
fide qf the Bay. We rode within them 
qntil we came to the principal guard; 
we there left our ftoical conductor, who 
had felt nothing but langour and fatigue, 
where I had found fo much pleafure and 
interefting objects which had given birth 
to fo many reflections. We took the 
road to Saint Roche, keeping by the 
fea-fide, and paffing over the little wooden 
mole, where the embarkations were 
made, and the wounded received on 
ihore, during the fatal night of the float
ing batteries. We afterwards crofted 
the bridge of Mayorga, oppofiteto which 
thefp batteries took their departure when 

they
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they failed to the attack. I imagined 
that I heard the groans of the manes of 
the valiant beiiegers who found death 
in the midft of waves and flames ; I 
feemed to hear the roar of that formida
ble artillery, which on both fides made 
fo much noife and fuch few ravages. We 
arrived at Saint Roche at eight o’clock 
in the evening.

X

My firft intention was to go from Saint 
Roche to Malaga, and to return to Ma
drid by crofting the kingdom of Granada. 
This is, perhaps, the part of Spain which 
moil excites the curiofity of the travel
lei. He there finds all the majefty as 
well as all the beauties of nature : high 
mountains whofe fummits are conftant- 
ly covered with fnow; fertile valleys, 
of which the agreeable coolnefs is not 
diminifhed even by the heat of the dog- 
days ; torrents of limpid water, which 
ruih from the rocks, and fertilife the 
country without overflowing it, and the 
moil beautiful points of view. In the 
capital he finds monuments for which 

he 
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he would fearch in vain in the reft of 
Europe; well preferved palaces of the 
ancient Mooriih kings, to whom the 
kingdom of Granada was the laft afylum; 
baths, gardens, mofques, and other re
mains of the magnificence and tafte of 
the Arabs, which have furvived the ra
vages of conquerors for the pleafure 
and information of pofterity. M. Pey- 
ron, in his Eflays on Spain, has already 
given a defcription, equally accurate and 
interefting, of thefe wonders of art and 
nature, which greatly increafed the de- 
fire I had to fee them. His defcription 
diminiib.es my regret on the readers ac
count, to whom I can offer nothing bet
ter; but it can never confole me for 
having been prevented by circumftances 
from gratifying my curiofity. I was 
obliged to put off this agreeable journey 
on account of bufinefs, which called me 
to Madrid; and from Saint Roche I 
took the direit road to that capital, mak
ing one little circuit only to fee the efta- 
bljihments of Ximena,

This

diminiib.es
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This place is four leagues from Saint 

Roche. The two firft of which lie molt? 
ly over fand, but through a wood, in 
which tufts of fhrubs fill up the inter
vals between the great trees, and which, 
befides, contains wild olive and fig-trees, 
green oak, and the alcornoque or cork
tree. The road for the two laft leagues 
winds through a vaft plain, or rather a 
garden, abounding in melons, cucumbers 
and Indian corn,

Ximena is built upon the declivity of 
a fteep rock commanded by the ruins of 
an old calile. I had letters of recom
mendation to Don Manuel Behic, de
fended from a French family, and who 
had for fome years been comptroller of 
a foundery of iron cannon, and balls, ex- 
clufively intended for Spanilh America. 
The manufacture was eftablilhed by the 
minifter of the Indies, M. de Galvez, 
under the direction of a captain of a ihip 
of war. His management of the under
taking was not fatisfadory to govern
ment, and I found at Ximena a colonel
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of engineers who was charged to feruti- 
nife the proceedings, and examine whe
ther or not the eftabliihment could be 
continued. The refult of his obferva- 
tions was, that the river which fet in 
motion the forges was dry eight months 
in the year, and that, during the other 
four, it was not fufficient to drive a fin- 
gle hammer. Notwith Handing thefe
deficiencies, which ought to have made 
the intendant more fparing in his ad
vances, he had already made fuch as 
feemed to be calculated for the moil 
flourilhing manufacture ; an error or a 
treachery too common among the Spa
niards, who often make the molt ex- 
penfive efforts in the beginning of efta- 
bliihments, which experience foon after 
caufes to be abandoned. The minifter 
of the Indies has chofen another fitua- 
tion for the manufactory of Ximena, 
three leagues from the old one, on the 
river Guadiaro, in which there is always 
water fufficient to drive two forges. Af
ter I had left Ximena, I palled by the 
place where fome workmen were already 

employed.
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employed. The eftabliihment cannot 
there fail of fuccefs; the fituation is very 
iavoiable, iince it is near a rich mine 
which produces twenty five pounds of iron 
for every hundred weight of ore. * From 
Ximena I proceeded three leagues far
ther to Gaufin, a handfome town in the 
middle of very high mountains, whence 
the rock of Gibraltar may be diftindtly 
feen. From the fummits of thefe moun
tains, the peaceable inhabitants of Gaufin, 
faw the fire iflue from that fortrefs with
out being in the leaft alarmed at its 
thunders, as the Gods of Epicurus from 
then celettial abodes looked down with 
unconcerned tranquility on all the pain- 
iul ftruggles and cruel fufferings of 
wretched mortals.

I took the advantage of what light re
mained to admire the fituation of Gaufin. 
At the foot of it is a deep valley, which 
receives the tribute of the rivulets that 
run from the fides of neighbouring 
mountains; the inhabitants have fo far 
profited by this advantage, as to have 

furrounded 
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furrounded themfelves with vegetables 
and verdure. The neighbouring hills 
are covered with vineyards, and what 
ferves to decorate the landfcape is a great 
enclofure, belonging to the Francifcans, 
which runs by the fide of the great road, 
following its rapid defcent. Though the 
monks are generally exclaimed againft, it 
mutt be allowed that their pofieffions are 
every where, and particularly on the 
outfide of cities, cultivated in the belt 
manner; that their habitations form 
agreeable points of view; and their refi- 
dence enlivens the adjacent country. Is 
it that the pious complaifance of the 
faithful has permitted them to chufe the 
moil agreeable fituations; or do the lei- 
fures of their folitary life furniih them 
with more means of embelliihing their 
places of retirement ?

In my walk of obfervation I met the 
Corregidor, who gave me a defcription 
of Gaufin worthy of a good patriot; he 
extolled the pofition of the old cattle 
which commanded the town, and whence 

the
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the inhabitants judged of the attack and 
defence of the befiegers and befieged of 
Gibraltar. I led the converfation to the 
national bank ; he feemed to regret that 
the capital had been increafed by the 
fubfidies from cities and communities. 
In his opinion they might have been 
better employed. Gaufin, for inftance, 
had been obliged to part with forty thou- 
fand reals, which would have anfwered 
a more ufeful purpofe, had they been 
applied to paving the town, or repair
ing the roads about it. Thus it every 
where happens, that the folitary citi
zen, confining, himfelf within his own 
narrow fphere, and not in a fituation to 
comprehend the great views of admi- 
niftration, would wiih, in. his felf impor
tance, every thing to be facrificed to his 
particular convenience.

Beyond Gaufin, the road for two or 
three leagues lies over the fide of the 
mountains, acrofs the vineyards, which 
from within afmall diftance of their tops 
defcend to the bottom of the valleys.

The 
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i'he little habitations of the vine dref- 
fers on the declivity of the mountains, 
prove the aftivity which reigns in this 
happy diftridt. The country afterwards 
becomes ftill more mountainous; arid the 
reft of the road lies acrofs the moft enor
mous mountains entirely deprived of 
covering. From time to time we meet 
with fome wretched villages, hung, as it 
were, upon the fides of naked rocks, and 
which are the retreats of thieves and 
fmugglers. Their names and fituation 
Efficiently indicate they were built by 
the Moors, who, no doubt fought, in 
the bofom of the moft inacceffible moun
tains, afylums where they mightbefecure 
from the attacks of the Chriftians. The 
principal of thefe villages are Guatazin, 
Benali, and Atajate : the laft is three 
leagues from Gaufin, almoft at the foot 
of the rocks; the road from it afcends 
again and continues to the fummit of 
the high mountains, whence we fee, for 
the laft time, the rock of Gibraltar.

WeVol.IL li
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We foon afterwards difcover Ronda, 
which, feen at that diftance, appears fi- 
tuated in the middle of a bafon formed 
by the neighbouring hills, and in the 
bofom of the molt barren and ftoney 
country imaginable. We are, however, 
undeceived as foon as we arrive in the 
city, which, from the ftrength of its na
tural fortifications, was not taken from 
the Moors until the end of the fifteenth 
century. It is furrounded with a double 
enclofure of rocks, between which runs a 
little river. In the time of the Moors, the 
only entrance was by a low gate, flanked 
with great towers; afterwards a ihort 
but very high bridge was to be paffed, 
at the foot of which was a great fpring» 
that has never difappeared. The city of 
.Ronda covers a confiderable but uneven, 
fpace of ground. The double natural 
rampart which furrounds it is incommo
dious to the inhabitants,’ fince it is no 
longer necefiary to their fafety. A pro
ject has been formed to conftruct a fe- 
cond bridge, at the place of the neareil 
approach of the rocks to each other.

This
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This idea animated the patriotic zeal of 
M. Giron, a general officer of diftin- 
guifhed birth and talents, and one of the 
principal citizens of Ronda. He preffed 
the execution of the project, and towards 
the end of the year 1785, enormous piles 
had already been driven at the bottom 
of the natural ditch, and promifed the 
inhabitants a new means of efcaping from 
their fpacious prifon.

To the North Eaft, the environs 
which are not feen as we approach from 
Gaufin, are covered with orchards that 
furnifh abundance of peaches, plumbs, 
different kinds of pears, and apples of an 
excellent quality; thefe fruits are not 
often met with good in Spain ; for whe
ther the gardeners want fkill, or the na
ture of the foil be improper, the country 
of oranges, figs and olives, is not that of 
the exquifite fruits which conftitute the 
moil ornamental and delicious part of 
our autumnal deferts. We fhall indeed 
be inclined to fufpedt this arifes from 
Want of fkill in the art of gardening, if 

Ji 2
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we confider that the king’s table is co
vered with excellent fruits of this kind 
from the gardens of Aranjuez and Saint 
Ildefonfo, whilft it would be in vain 
to fearch for them in the reft of Caftile.

Paxarete, famous for its wine, is four 
or five leagues from Ronda, and belongs 
to M. Giron.

Grazalema, fituated like Ronda, in the 
bofom of rocks, is only three leagues from 
the latter town. The inhabitants having 
abundance of water, and but few re- 
fources, employ themfelves in the pre
paration of wool. The refult has been 
one of the principal manufactures of 
Spaniih cloths for home confumption.

The firft league and a half from Ron
da is agreeable from the great number of 
orchards by the fide of the road ; the 
ground afterwards becomes uneven, Ho
ney, and but little cultivated. I reached 
Cannete the fame day, a large unhand- 
fome town, commanded by the ruins of 

an 
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an old fort. The country beyond it, as 
far as Offluna, is barren and uneven, and 
piefents nothing but a few olive planta
tions ; their pale verdure, which fcarcely 
fhades a grey foil, faddens rather than 
embelliihcs the landfcape.

Five leagues farther we arrive at Offu- 
na, the capital of the duchy of that name. 
The city is confiderable, but nothing in 
it announces affluence, although many 
of the nobility refide there. I remarked 
an alameda, or public walk, decorated 
with a fountain: two pillars in a bad 
tafte aie alfo intended to contribute to 
its embellifliment; they bear a pom
pous infcription, in which arenamed the 
pope, the king of Spain, the duke of 
Offuna, who was then alive, and the 
two corregidors, founders of the pillars, 
which have been honoured with the ap
pellation of famofa obra : the infcription 
concludes by declaring, that it had been 
engraved as an eternal monument. I ob- 
ierved that this monument, this famous 
work, coniifted in two fountains of but

Ii 3 veryI-
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veiy middling appearance, and in two 
rows of heavy (tone benches clumfily co
vered with piaffer. In 1785, they dis
appointed the modeft intention that had 
dedicated them to eternity ; their ruins, 
with which the ground is covered, though 
it is only eight years fince the erection 
of the pillars, Sufficiently evince the fra
gility of the works of man. It would be 
difficult to find a monument in a worfe 
hate, and efpecially a more ftriking gaf- 
conade ; with reafon, therefore, are the 
Andalufians called the gafcons of Spain,

Eccija is fix leagues from Offuna, acrofs 
a flat and well cultivated country. At 
about the diftance of a league from Oflu- 
na, I remarked a great marfh almoft co
vered with white birds, bigger and 
longer bodied than ducks, and called in 
Spaniíh, alablancos. At the leaft noife 
they rife in flocks and- difplay their 
wings, in which a bright red is, in a Sin
gular manner, mixed with the white, I 
cannot better compare the appearance 
they make, than to that of a pack of 

cards
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cards thrown into the air and falling in 
diforder. The water upon which thefe 
birds live is brackilh; fportfmen’ihoot 
them, but they are not good to eat.

At Eccija, which I had already Seen 
as I went to Cadiz, I took port horSes 
and, following for Seventy five leagues 
the road I had travelled at the beginning 
of my journey, arrived at Madrid^

After my return to the capital, I took 
the advantage of the leifure my affairs 
permitted me, to make excurfions to fe- 
veial places little known, and which 
excited my curiofity.

I began with San Fernando, a village 
three leagues from Madrid, which for ' 
Some time was remarkable on account 
of a manufacture of cloths eftablifhed 
there. This has been removed to Gua- 
dalaxara, but the cloths ftill preferve 
the name of the place where they were 
fiift made; and as the fign brings cufto- 
ttiers, the change of the place has neither 

t li 4 diminiihed
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diminifhed the vogue or reputation. Sari 
Fernando, formerly animated by induf- 
try, is now the abode of filence and me- 
lancholly. . The vaft edifice that re
founded with the noile of machines and 
the cheerful fongs of workmen, is now 
filled with the impure voices of wretched 
proftitutes, which the police of Madrid 
delivers from vice to condemn to peni
tence ; they there expiate tfie pleafures 
they have bellowed upon their numerous 
lovers, of the court and capital, and 
fometimes the refufals their caprice has 
given to perfons who are not to be de
nied with impunity. San Fernando is 
to Madrid, what the Sftlpetriere is to Paris., 

• the fcarecrow of vice, but fometimes a 
retreat that opens to the voice of venge
ance concealed under the appearance of 
juftice. Befides, united as it were in. 
one body, the wretches leave the hofpi- 
tai more corrupted or rather lefs capable 
of amendment.

At nearly the fame diftance from Ma
drid is a little village, icarcely known by 

name.
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name, which appeared to me to merit 
attention; it is called Loeches. I had 
become defirous of feeing it, from having 
read a little Englifh pamphlet which 
appeared during my refidence at Ma
drid, entituled, Anecdotes of eminent 
painters in Spain. Mr. Cumberland, more 
known by his dramatic pieces, than his 
fuccefs as a negociator, refided almoft 
a year at Madrid. He had in charge, it 
is faid, to induce Spain to detach her- 
felf from her alliance with France. He 
was accompanied by his daughters» 
Thefe two young ladies were, notwith- 
ftanding the wars which divided the two 
countries, perfectly well received in the 
circles of Caftile. In fa<ft, there was no 
gieat merit in laying at their feet all na
tional piejudices. In them wit was uni
ted with elegance of figure, and the 
graces with talents. Gallantry rendered 
them the homage which was their due, 
but ftate-policy in vain endeavoured to 
make them ufeful to its views. In treat
ing with Mr. Cumberland, the minifter 
of the court of Madrid forgot he was 

their
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their father, and Spaniih loyalty thus 
acquired another triumph.

Thofe who know thefe accompliihed 
ladies, whom I have fince had the plea- 
fure of feeing in England, will excufe 
this digreffion ; of every body elfe I afk 
pardon. The dutchefs of Vauguyon, 
who has lived fome years at Madrid, 
can, befides, atteft that it is not for ami
able Englilh ladies only that the Spa
niards referve their polite attention ; but 
that people of all nations are fure of 
pleafing them when they have the defire 
and the means o’f doing it.

Mr. Cumberland after his return to 
London, communicated to the public, 
in a pamphlet, the obfervations he had 
made on the arts at Madrid. This pro
duction was nothing more than a deful- 
tory compilation, wherein the author - 
had collected anecdotes concerning the# o
painters who had poifeifed the greateil 
reputation in Spain. Rubens, who had 
made two journies into that kingdom was 

not 
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not forgotten. I knew that, well re
ceived at the court of Philip the Fourth, 
he had enriched with the productions of 
his pencil the palace of that monarch ; 
but I had not learned that he had bu
ried feveral of them in a little convent of 
nuns four leagues from Madrid. This 
I gathered from the pamphlet of Mr. 
Cumberland, and was determined to be 
convinced of the truth with my own 
eyes. I found at Loeches, a little church 
founded by the duke de Olivarez, the 
decoiations of which might be envied 
by the metropolitan of the Chriftian 
world. Six capital paintings by Rubens, 
of the laigeft fize and moil magnificent 
effect, adorn the altars or enrich the 
walls. The principal of thesis an alle- 
goiical painting of the triumph of reli
gion ; it is over the great altar, and 
unites all the beauties, and even defeds, 
which chara&erife its author; richnefs 
of compofition, brilliant colouring, 
fhength of expieffion, and negligence 
of defign. After this painting, I was 
moil ftruck with that in which Elias is 

reprefented
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reprefented Handing in the defert, at the 
moment when an angel appears to com
fort him ; there is fomething divine in 
the attitude of the prophet, and in the 
expreffion of his countenance. I re
marked, with pleafure, that Rubens had 
given to his features a flriking refem- 
blance to thofe of Henry IV. whether 
it were that thefe features, which he 
lias more than once traced upon canvafs, 
were unconfciouily produced by his pen
cil, or whether he availed himfelf of 
his art to perpetuate in Spain, under the 
form of a prophet, the portrait of a ma
narch fo odious to that country, both 
with refpedt to his religion and his po
litical fyftem ?

There is in the fame church an excel
lent copy of a holy family, by Andrea del 
Sarto, the original of which is at the Ef- 
eurial, as alfo a copy of another painting 
in the fame convent, reprefenting a dead 
Chrift on the knees of his mother : this 
pajnting is alfo by Rubens,

There
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There are fome pictures in the vefliy 
which have their merit; among others, 
two by Bafian and one by Titian. I 
fpent fome hours in contemplating thefe 
mafterly productions, which are almoft 
unknown in the hiftory of painting. 
Satisfied, but not cloyed, I quitted the 
church of Loechesto return to Madrid.

Another object of curiofity, perhaps Hill 
more unknown to the Spaniards them- 
felves, is found in the bofom of the moun
tains of Caftile, four or five leagues from 
the Efcurial: this is a monument which 
has caufed much perplexity to fome an
tiquarians, and which they know by the 
name of Tim de Guijando. Guifando is 
a convent of Hieronymites, placed up
on the fide of a chain of fteep rocks 
where, according to tradition, the fons 
of Pompey were defeated by the party 
of Caefar, and where the conquerors, to 
celebrate their triumph, facrificed to the 
gousan hundred bulls, and left the figures 
of foui in Hone on the place where they 
obtained their victory. Another traditiou 

aflerts
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afferts thefe fuppofed bulls are ele
phants, and fays, that inftead of the 
triumph of the Romans, they were in
tended to preferve the memory of the 
paffage of the Carthaginians into the 
country, who, indeed, have left in feve- 
lal parts of Spain fome rude figures of 
tneie animals. It certainly requires not 
much knowledge of national hiftory to 
diftinguiih a bull from an elephant, and 
the doubt of the Spaniih antiquarians 
upon this queftion might well become 
the fubjeCt of much pleafantry. I was 
determined to examine attentively the 
matter in difpute, and formed the bold 
refolution of deciding on the queftion. 
I found, in an enclofure of vines, over
looked by the convent of Guifando, four 
enormous blocks of hard ftone, refem
bling granite; they appeared to mefo un- 
ihapen, that I was inclined to take them 
for the fportive productions of nature, ra
ther than the regul ar works of art. On ex
amining them nearer, I difcovered, or ra
ther guefled, the intention ofthefculptor, 
but the efforts of his chifel have almoft 

difappeared
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difappeaied beneath the ravages of time : 
I found no figns either of the horns of a 
bull or the trunk of an elephant. The 
form of the ears rather indicate the latter 
than the former animal ; the contours 
of the rump and flanks are fo much worn 
out of ihape, that it is difficult to decide 
between the two. In iliort, after an 
hour’s obfervation, I left the difficulty 
as I found it. One of the blocks feemed 
to have been difplaced by the hands of 
fome curious perfons. The experiment: 
was fatal to the block ; it was broken into 
two pieces, which lie at the diftance of 
a few paces from each other, and the 
hind part, funk into the earth, feems 
rather the rude production of its entrails, 
than to have been defigned to ornament 
its furface.

I was almoft aihamed of my fruitlefs 
journey. I painfully climbed up to the 
monaftery, whence I looked down upon 
this hieroglyphical monument; I had 
there no doubt of the manner in which 
it ought to be interpreted. The tradi

tion
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tion of which I have fpoken, is pre- 
ferved upon a kind of fcroll, conftantly 
put into the hands of Arrangers, who may 
there read diftindtly the Latin infcrip- 
tions cut in the fides of the blocks, but 
which are now almoft effaced. The 
principal of thefe infcriptions is as fol
lows : Bellum Cafaris et Patriœ ex magna 
parte confeiïum fuit ; S.etCn.Pompeiifiliishic 
in agro Bafetano profiigatis. And another, 
Bxercitus victor bojlibus effufis. They fuffi- 
ciently indicate that the monuments 
were defigned to celebrate a vidtory over 
the fons of Pompey. It remains to be de
termined wheth er the ground upon which 
they are placed be the Agrum Bafetanum ; 
and to reconcile the hypothecs with his
tory, which places the defeat of Pompey’s 
party in Andalufia. The worthy monks, 
jealous of the renown of their diftridb, 
found an anfwer to all my objections ; 
and that nothing might be wanting to 
my belief, they ihewed me the caverns 
in which the fons of Pompey found their 
death in feeking an afylum after their 
defeat. I could fcarcely perfuade myfelf 

but
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but that I heard the groans of their il- 
luftrious manes; and my imagination 
going back eighteen centuries, made 
me forget that I was furrounded by 
Hieronymites. This they recalled to my 
recollection, by remarking to me, that 
thefe afylums of the martyrs to liberty 
lad fourteen hundred years later been 
thofe of the martyrs of penitence; and 
I was obliged to hear the recital of the 
retreat of the founders of their order 
to the caverns, the detail of their aufte- 
rities, and to diftinguifh the traces of 
their fteps, and thofe even of their tears 
Fatigued with this folemn narrative; but 
perfedly fatisfied with the cordial recep
tion I had met with from the Monks?I 
efcended to the plain ; where I took a 

aft view of the milhapen hieroglyphics to 
which the good father had given me a 
key, and purfued the road to theEfcurial.

The Toros Guifando, which many 
peop u at Madrid think imaginary, are 
requently introduced into familiar con- 

verfation, to exprefs, in a burlefque man
ner, the courage of a man capable of 
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facing the greateft dangers; and in this 
fenfe they are ufed by one of the heros 
of Cervantes. When after my return 
I faid I had feen and touched thefe fa
mous bulls, I was looked upon as an 
extraordinary perfon. The wonder, 
however, ceafed when I had defcribed 
the enemy whom I had fo refolutely 
braved.

Another diftriCl, farther from Madrid, 
makes a (till greater figure than the Tom 
de Guifando in the fabulous hiftory of 
Spain; I mean the diftriét of Battuecas, 
to which Montefquieu alludes in his Per
filan Letters, when he lays, the Spaniards 
have in their own kingdom diftriCts un
known to themfelvcs. According to anci
ent tradition, the religion, language and 
manners of Spain were unknown in the 
Battuecas. Extraordinary voices had 
been heard there from the neighbour
ing villages ; the fhepherds were afraid 
to approach it with their flocks. Fewer 
alarms would have made it the retreat of 
demons or favages; and each related in 

his 
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his own manner, the origin and parti
cularities of the place. The Battuecas 
have alfo furniihed a fubjeCt for the wits 
of Spain; they are introduced into 
comedies and novels; and Moreri did 
not difdain to give to thefe ridiculous 
flories a place in his dictionary.

Father Feijoo, an extremely well in
formed and intelligent Monk, lately 
deceafed, was one of the firfl who fuc- 
cefsfully combated thefe abfurdities. 
The refult of my refearches, and the lit
tle tour I made to the Battuecas a ihort 
time before my departure from Spain is, 
that they aie two uncultivated valleys, 
fcarcely a league in length, and fo narrow 
and clofely ihut in„ that it is difficult 
for the fun to enter them in winter. This 
liti-Ie diftiiCt is remarkable for groupes 
of rocks oddly formed, for variety of 
trees, the meandering of the little river 
Which waters the valleys, the excava
tions of the mountains by which they 
are formed, and the great numbers of 
all kinds of animals to which it ferves as a

K k 3 retreat.



Soo THE PRESENT STATE 

retreat. The only human habitation, 
which merits attention, is the convent 
of the bare-footed Carmelites, whofe 
cells are buried, as it were, under the fteep 
rocks by which they are threatened, and 
the trees that give them ihade. A tra
veller might make the tour of Europe 
and not find a place more fit to become 
the afylum of filence and peace. The 
diftriSt, which is almoft inacceffible, and 
not upon the road to any city, is fcarce- 
ly ever frequented. The curious few who 
go thither, are looked upon as perfons 
impelled by an extravagant curiofity, by 
the peaceful inhabitants, who cannot 
imagine what they have come to feek 
among them. Their little diftridt which 
they feldom or never leave, is in the 
diocefe of Coria, between old Caftile and 
Eftramadura, eight leagues from Civi- 
dad Rodrigo, and fourteen from Sala
manca.

I had a ftrong defire to fee, before I 
left Spain, this city fo famous in romance, 
and the hiftory of Spaniih literature-
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For want of a guide who knew the road 
from the Battuecas to Salamanca, I de
termined to return to Madrid and take 
my departure from that city.

The court was then at Saint Ildefon- 
fo. I paífed by that royal manfion, 
which brought me twelve leagues nearer 
the end of my journey ; from Salamanca 
the diftance is twenty feven leagues of 
that country, which make about forty 
of ours. All the diftridt through which 
we patted (for I had ftill a travelling 
companion) although barren in appear- 
rance, is fertile and well cultivated : 
this, in a great meafure, proceeds from 
the extent of the poffefiions, which is 
there much more confined than in fe- 
veral other provinces of Spain; the 
people themfelves having lands, or farm
ing to advantage thofe of great propri
etors. The hutbandmen refide near 
their farms; this has encreafed the 
number of the towns and villages. Al
though complaint has been made of the 
depopulation of this part of Spain, I 

Kk 3 counted
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counted twelve towns, hamlets, and 
villages which might be difcovered from 
one fpot of ground in the environs of 
Arevalo.

fc -

The firft remarkable place at which 
we arrived after pafling by Segovia, 

1 Was Santa Maria de Nieva. This 
town contains fix hundred houfes. The 
inhabitants, more happy than thofe of 
thcgreateft part of Spain, have full per- 
miffion to fell all kind of eatables. They 
reckon among other advantages, the pof- 
feffion of .a miraculous image of the vir
gin, and the innocent privilege of hav
ing an annual bull fight, at which all 
the lovers of that diverfion in the neigh- 
bourhood aifemble, and where the moil 
famous Mat adores of Spain difdain not to 
gather bloody laurels.

f1 rom the eminence on which Santa 
Maria de Nieva is placed, we difcover a 
fine country, if a large extent of land, in 
which there is neither, runing water, 
trees, yerdure nor country houfes, and 

which 

which offers nothing but the dull uni
form afpect of immenfe fields of wheat, 
can be fo called.

We foon after came to a wood of firs, 
which bears a faint refemblance to the 
heaths of Bourdeaux, but the induftry 
of the inhabitants has not taken ad
vantage of the refource which thefe trees 
prefent.

On the outfide of the wood the ground 
becomes bare and uniform. Notwith- 
itanding its drynefs, it is well cultivated 
to the very gates of Arevalo, a town 
which muff formerly have been a con- 
fiderable city. It is almoft furrounded 
by a little river the deep bed of which 
feems to have been dug for the defence 
of a fortrefs. The gate of Arevalo is a 
maffive building without ornament; it 
leads to a bridge which is not more in
debted to art, but its folidity may brave 
the ravages of inundations and almoft 
thofe of time. However, it has not been 
thought unworthy of a pompous infcrip- 

K k 4 tion?
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tion, which informs the traveller that 
the town and villages for thirty leagues 
round contributed to its conftruCHon. 
The interior of Arevalo, notwithftand- 
ing the impoverifhed Rate of the mo
dern inhabitants, Rill bears the marks 
of having formerly been an important 
city. There are fome remains of an
tique columns upon which are placed 
miferable barracks and half-rotten bal
conies. The fight of thefe called to my 
recollection thofe bankrupts who, for
merly opulent, wear out in their dif- 
trefs the tattered remains of their once 
fumptuous wardrobe. The clergy only 
preferve their riches in the midR of the 
poverty with which they are furround- 
ed. There are Rill in Arevalo eight 
parilhes, and as many convents,

The only cultivation for the fpace of 
fix leagues, the difiance from Santa Ma
ria de Nieva to Arevalo is that of corn: 
a few vineyards produce wines, the bit
ter and earthy tafie of which nothing 
but habit cgn render fupportable.

From
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From Arevalo to Peñaranda, nothing 

is feen but a fertile and well cultivated 
country. Yet notwith (landing the riches 
of the earth the inhabitants feem poor. 
Reduced to articles of pure neceflity, 
they defpife thofe of convenience, and 
deprived of all exterior communication 
and objeCirs 01 companfon, they feem not 
to have either the defire or knowledge 
of thefe enjoyments. They never have 
a thought of embellifhing their inheri
tances , a pleaiure or kitchen garden is 
to them an objeCt of luxury, which their 
parfimony refufes. Idlenefs impofes on 
them deprivations, and, in turn, the habit 
of thefe increafes indolence: they will 
move round this circle until roads, canals, 
and eafy means of conveyance fhall have 
taught them the advantages of com
merce.

We paifed the night at Flores de Avila, 
a miferable village where we buffered 
every inconvenience. The frugal fupper 
fet before us was twenty times inter
rupted by the barking of dogs, the thefts 

of
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of cats, the importunities of beggars, 
and the cavils of a toothlefs old woman 
who did the honours of the inn. We 
pafTed the night upon beds as hard as 
it is poffible to conceive beds to be, de
voured by the infects, which in Spain 
fo Frequently difturb the repofe of the 
traveller. Accommodated in this man
ner, we rofe early without much effort, 
and immediately fet out for Peñaranda, 
a handfome little town, which contains 
about a thoufand houfes. Like Are
valo, it has fome ruins of architecture, 
which prove it was formerly more con- 
fiderable ; it belongs to the counts of 
the fame name, one of whom was the 
count de Peñaranda fo well known in 
political hiftory by his arrogance, which 
twenty times was near breaking up the 
congrefs of Weftphalia. After the ex
tinction of the male line of the counts, 
Peñaranda pafTed over to ’the houfe of 
Uceda, by the marriage of the prefent 
duchefs of that name,

507
The inhabitants of the city have the 

greateft confidence in an image of the 
Holy Virgin ; with out the aid of which, fay 
they, they ihouid repeatedly have funk 
under their wretchednefs. Such are the 
mild iilufions which modern philofop’,. ms 
have had the cruelty to ridicule, and 
which, perhaps, ihouid be fupported 
foi tne confolation or the poor, when 
vigilant and enlightened authority has 
otlierwife the means of remedying the 
abufesof fuperftition. Iilufions like'thefe 
are furely innocent, and even precious 
when their 6nly effeCt is to nourifh hope 
and patience in the bofom of the unfor
tunate The inhabitants of Penaranda, 
like thole of moil: of the Spanifh pro
vinces, appealed to me to ftand 111 need 
of thefe two refources ; they are over- 
burthened with taxes; they painfully 
earn what they poffefs, and diftrefs de- 
ftroys their in$ultry. Their lords, who

* But what becomes of truth, I Brail be afked? 
I would not have it offended, but.let us at leail be 
convinced it is preferable to the illufion we would 
rejeift.

are
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are fometimes ignorant to the degree of 
being unacquainted with the geographi
cal fituation of their eftates, confide the 
management of them to ftewards, trea- 
furers, or alcaldes, who bring curfes 
upqn their names by the abufe of their 
authority. Who in fuch a cafe would 
dare to fpeak in favour of the oppreifed ? 
And who amongft the latter would ven
ture to lay his complaints at the foot 
of the throne ? In vain do the laws offer 
him a refuge ; their interpreters are too 
much afraid of perfons who know how 
to elude them, and againft whom they 
are never invoked with impunity. I 
know that in the prefent age there have 
been magiftrates virtuous and intrepid * 
enough to brave the refentment. of the 
great, by rigorouily difcuffing the na
ture of their rights, and defpoiling them 
of their ufurpations. The honour of 
reftoring to the crown the poifeifion of 

* I would name them were not I afraid of awaken
ing againft them the hatred their courage has excited ; 
but my Spaniih readers will add what, from deli- 
pacy, I here omit.

its
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its privileges was attached to this bold 
refolution, and fuch a projedt has fome- 
thing in it brilliant, which is a fupport 
to courage. But where are they to be 
found, who, without other motives than 
equity and humanity, undertake the ob- 
fcure and hazardous defence of certain 
citizens, who, as the price of fuch fer- 
vices, frequently have nothing more to 
offer than their gratitude, admiration 
and efteem ? I hefe are not more nu
merous in Spain than in other coun
tries.

1 did not expect I fhould have had 
fo much to fay relative to the little town 
of Penaranda; nor can I take my leave 
of it without rendering a tribute of juf- 
tice to the inn in which I took the ne- 
ceffary refrefhment. It is certainly the 
cleaned: and moil convenient of any I 
met with in Spain. Contrary to the 
cuftom of the country, the innkeeper*  
and his wife aie complaifant, attentivej 
and always have provifions to offer to 
their guefts.

Half
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Half a league from this city we en
tered a wood of green oaks, which we 
were almolt an hour and an half in 
eroding. It belongs to the counts of 
Peñaranda. We met in the road a 
mailer mafon, whom we accolted, and 
with whofe good fenfe we were rattier 
fliucx ; I mould hâve been much more 
furprifed at it in the former part of my 
refidence in the country ; but for feveral 
years pail I had been accuflomed to find 
wit, clear ideas, and remarkable preci
sion of language in claffes, which in 
other countries wretchednefs and pro
found nailery reduce almofl to the level 
of brutes. The corregidor of Peñaranda 
would not perhaps have given us fuch 
clear accounts of the cultivation of the 
country, the means or fucceeding in if, &c. 
as thofe we received from our travelling 
companion ; whodifeovered us in a mo

ment, upon our addreffing him, in a lan
guage with which we were not familiar. 
lie ieafoned his difeourfe with ilrokes of 
pleafantry, which our moil faihionable 
xvits need not have been ailiamed to

O F S P A I N. 5ri

own. From him we learned that moil 
or the lands of the diílriél were farmed 
out to labourers, who did not pay more 
than a quarter of their produce to the 
proprietors, taking upon themfelves all 
expences, and who, with a little good 
fortune, became rich in a few years. 
However, I thought he took advantage 
of our being itrangers, to give us as an 
undoubted fail,that which then appeared 
to us, and ilill feems to me to be a ridi
culous ilory. He allured us, that in 
fome of the neighbouring paridles there 
were droves of cows, the male calves of 
which never had horns ; but this de
fect prevented not their having all the 
properties of a bull or an ox.

I do not advife naturalifts to aflert 
upon the authority of the mafon of Pe
ñaranda, that in certain countries, there 
are breeds of homed cattle, which have 
no horns', but if this oddity of nature 
fliouxd not be new to them, they are 
heie furniihed with another authority.

own.
Whether
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Whether the accounts of our travel
ing companion were true, or mere plea- 
fantries, his chearfulnefs and inftrudlive 
converfation ihortened the two long 
leagues which feparate Peñaranda from 
Ventofa, a miferable village upon an 
eminence whence Salamanca begins to 
be feen. After palling Ventofa we ar
rived at the town of Huerta; and in 
the inn there, I for the firft time obferved 
a Angularity which in fome refpedls well 
deferves to be imitated in other places. 
At the entrance we found a placart, in 
which the alcalde mayor prefcribed to 
the innkeeper the manner in which he 
ought to treat travellers, the price he 
was to receive for their beds, food, horfes, 
&c. So far there was nothing arnifs; 
but the forefight of the alcalde extended 
to forbidding the innkeeper from keep
ing pigs and hens, from buffering certain 
prohibited games to be played-in his houfe, 
and from receiving into it armed men, or 
women of ill fame. Such fhackles pro
duce inconvenience, without being of 
any real benefit to morals, and by thefe 

means
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means Spain will long be without good 
inns, and the dread of travellers. Thofe 
who travel over that kingdom, without 
refleftion, lay the blame on the indo
lence and careleffnefs of the Spaniards. 
But obfervation iliews, that the defedt 
rather proceeds from the municipal con- 
flitution of cities and communities, the 
tyranny of the great, and from old cuf- 
toms which cannot be aboliihed with
out new modelling a confiderable part 
of the legiilation. Time only and per- 
feverance can produce fuch a revolution; 
the prefent minifter has it in contem
plation, and is preparing for the change, 
but does not mean it fhall be violent 
or fudden.

On leaving Huerta we diftiiidtly faw 
the fteeples of Salamanca, and did not 
again lofe fight of them. The road lies 
along the banks of the Tormes, near to 
which the city is fituated. At a certain 
diftance its fituation is beautiful; and 
were the country a little lefs naked 
it would confiderably refemble that of 

Vol. II. L1 Tours
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Tours on ths banks of the Loire. The 
appearance of Salamanca is very like that 
of Tours, as we arrive at it from Blois. 
To the right are feme little barren and 
fioney hills, on which are feen a few 
habitations, with fome tufts of trees, and 
to the left feveral copies which feparate 
the great road from the river. At about 
half way we eroded one of the vail paf- 
tures or commons, called Vdldios*  which 
are but too frequent in Spain, but they 
are not cloathed with that brilliant ver
dure, which is the fineft ornament of 
the country. A great drove of bulls 
paffed us upon the road. The theatres 
of the bull-fights at Madrid and Valla- 
dolid are fupplied from this diftridt. 
After having frequently been witneffes 
to their bloody conflidis, it was not 
without fome emotion that we found 
ourfelves furrounded by thefe formidable 
animals ; but they were at liberty and 
unprovoked; they had loft their fero
city, and we were foon as much at 
our eafe as we could have been in the 
midft of a dock of iheep. Nature has 

formed
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formed but few mifehievous beings, ne- 
ceflity only forces fome to become fo, 
and this happens when it impofes the 
law either of felf-defence or feekingfood 
for nouriihment. In fuch cafes, and alfo 
in fome others, are men more mild or 
lefs dangerous than bulls or lions ?

On entering Salamanca we paffed thro9 
dirty ftreets, narrow and thinly peopled, 
which do not appear to belong to a great 
city: but we were agreeably furprifed on 
arriving at the fquare, which is equally 
lemarkable for cleannefs and regularity 
of architedlure; it appeared to us much 
fuperior to thePZ^Mzycr, of which the 
inhabitants of Madrid are fo vain» It is 
built with hewn done, and ornamented 
with three rows of balconies that run 
all round without interruption. The 
firft ftory is formed by arcades, and their 
freeze is ornamented with medallions 
of the moil illuftrious perfonages Spain 
has produced. On one fide are 
thole of all the kings of Caftile to 
Charles III. exclufively; on the other

L 1 2 thofe
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thofe of the molt celebrated heroes, fuch 
as Bernard del Carpio, Gonfalves de Cor
dova, and Hernando Cortez. Thofe to 
the eaft are not yet filled up. May 
Spain foon have great men to fill thefe 
vacant places.

The edifices which form the fquare 
of Salamanca are not the only ones 
worthy of attention ; the cathedral, al
though cotemporary with Leo X. and 
built by a number of architects, has paid 
more than one tribute to bad tafte. It 
muft, however, be confeifed, that the 
boldnefs of the nave and the finiihing of 
the Gothic ornaments make it one of the 
moil remarkable churches in Spain. 
When the traveller is informed that, 
befides the cathedral, there are in Sala
manca, twenty-five pariih churches, 
twenty-five convents of monks, and 
fourteen of women, without enumerat
ing a confiderable number of pious foun
dations, he is neither aitonilhed at its 
poverty nor want of population. Its 
univerfity, formerly fo famous, to which 

ftudents 
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ftudents were fent from all parts of 
Europe, has confiderably fallen from its 
ancient fplendor, although it is yet 
far from meriting the ignominious epi
thets beftowed upon it by modern tra
vellers. According to the laft form 
given it by the council of Caftile, it has 
fixty-one profeiforihips, without reckon
ing an anatomical theatre, and the col
lege of the three languages (Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin). At prefent it con
tains feveral able profeffors, employed in 
purfuing and forcing from its laft re
treat the pretended philofophy of Arif- 
totle, the objeCt of the inveCtives of all 
Europe, after having been that of ftupid 
veneration, in France and Italy no lefs 
than in Spain.

The edifices of this univerfity are com- 
pofed of two parts, feparated from each 
other by a ftreet. The little fchools, 
(EJcuelas minores) are on one fide; and on 
the other the gates of the univerfity pro
perly fo called. One of thefe gates im
mediately ftrikes the eye. Befides its be-

L1 3 ing
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ing decorated with flowers extremely 
well fculptured, it bears an infcription 
which informs the reader that he is al
ready at the door of the fanduary of 
the fciences ; the infcription is in He
brew. This gate opens to a court that 
leads to the different fchools. Bad paint
ings, with which the wall is daubed, 
indicate the fcience taught near at hand; 
and Latin verfes written beneath, fcarce- 
ly more tolerable than the paintings, 
record either the generofity of the prin
cipal patrons of the pniverfity, as Al- 
fonfo X. furnamed the Aftronomer, and 
FerdinandTII. or the advantages of the 
icience in queftion. The library is above; 
it is public, and if the librarians may be 
judged of by the reception I met with, 
thofe who may have occafion to vifit 
them hereafter will be perfectly fatif- 
fied with their politenefs. This library 
contains a good collection. "VV e remarked 
there many foreign books, efpecially En- 
glilh and French; but there feemed to 
be but few modern works. The whole 

cojh 
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confifts of upwards of twenty thoufand 
volumes.

Another foundation, more modern 
than the univerfity of Salamanca, and 
more celebrated in the prefent age, is 
that of the great colleges, or colegios 
mayores. There are in Spain feven houfes 
of education which bear this name. 
The moil: diftinguiihed youth of the 
kingdom are brought up in them : and 
thence it was, formerly, that all thofe who 
held places in the adminiftration were 
taken, as I have obferved in another 
part of this work. Such a diftindtion 
excited emulation amongft the ftudents 
of the colleges (Coleglales) and the order 
of advocates, whofe moderate fortunes 
were unequal to fo illuitrious an edu
cation. The latter have lately been fully 
revenged; fince it was among them the 
ilate has found thofe who do it moil 

/ honour; and their triumph has thrown 
a ridicule upon their difdainful rivals. 
Befides, they who fupplanted them pro
duced the reform of the abufes to which

L1 4. thefe
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thefe colleges were iubjeéh In 1776, 
the council of Caftile gave a new form 
to the whole, which in making them 
more regular, will probably render them 
more ufeful.

The city of Salamanca alone contains 
four of thefe colleges, thofe of St. Bar
tholomew, Cuenca, Oviedo, and del Ar- 
zobifpo. The firft, and the moil ancient, 
has been recently rebuilt, and merits the 
attention of conpoifteurs : the architect 
was a Bifcayner, who had formed his 
tafte in Italy ; but his genius feems to 
have exhaufted itfelf in the façade and 
the court; the interior of the building 
bears not the leaft marks of it. How
ever, it contains a library rich in manu- 
fciipts. This college has produced feveral 
learned men ; fuch as Alphonfo Toftado, 
whofe immenfe erudition and prodigious 
fertility of invention are ftill proverbial 
among the modern Spaniards.

The college of Cuenca, refpedtable in 
its appeal ance by its mafs and iymmetry, 

is
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is overcharged with paltry ornaments. 
The fame obfervation holds with refpedt 
to that of el Arzobifpo ; they are both 
monuments of the indefatigable patience 
which charafterifed the artifts of former 
ages; though it mult be allowed they 
might better have employed their time 
and pains.

Little can be faid of the Colegio Mayor of 
Oviedo. I had indeed heard much of the 
church of the Dominicans, the front of 
the convent of the Auguftin nuns, and 
the church of San Marcos, heretofore 
belonging to the Jefuits.

In the midft of this profufion of facred 
edifices at Salamanca, it was neceflary 
to make a choice ; we therefore confined 
our obfervations to thefe three churches.

The front of that of the Dominicans 
is an elaborate performance, in the gothic 
tafte; the nave is fpacious,and the light 
judiciouily admitted ; the chapels are rich
ly decorated, and in all thefe refpefts it 

appeared
I



522 THE PRESENT STATE 
appeared to us to refemble many other 
churches in Spain. But we fought in 
vain for the fine paintings of which we 
had heard fo many encomiums. The 
ceiling of the choir is painted in frefco, 
by the fame Palomino of whom I have 
feveral times fpoken, and who, in writ
ing the lives of the Spanifh painters, 
has given excellent inftruftions relative 
to the fine arts. However, it feemed to 
us, that at Salamanca he had not added 
example to precept.

A very officious monk prefented him- 
felf to fhew us the curiofities of his 
church. We prefumed he would be our 
Cicerone for the paintings; but he led us 
direddy to the ihrine. Our difappointed 
curiofity was a fecond time obliged to 
put on the mafk of devotion, and imme
diately we found ourfelves in the midft of 
a dozen foldiers and perfons of the 
loweft rank, liftening to a recital of the 
lift of all the relics contained in the 
cabinet. My travelling companion, to 
whom his religion rendered thefe details 

lefs
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lefs interefting than to the implicit be
lievers, withdrew his attention, and 
employed himfelf in endeavouring to 
explain the ex voios with which he 
was furrounded. The demonftrator, 
aftonifhed his fervices fhould be re- 
fufed, recalled the wanderer, made 
him fome exhortations which, accord
ing to the intention of the worthy 
monk, would have penetrated a mind 
prepared for grace ; but the ftrayed fheep 
remained deaf to the voice of the fhep- 
herd. He vainly offered him fometimes 
the nail, and at others one of the double 
teeth of fome faint to kifs, but the wan
dering brother fuffered not himfelf to be 
prevailed upon. At length the monk 
came to a little box full of relics. Pope 
fuch a one had made a prefent of it to 
the community. “ We have nothing,” 
faid he, “ more precious, bring all your 

chaplets and rub them againft this col- 
i( lecftion of fpiritual riches.” Every body 
piefent, except my companion and my- 
felf, eagerly obeyed the exhortation. 
We appeared a little confufed at being 
furprifed without that emblem of a good

Chrif-
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Chriftian, and the fpedlators began to look 
on us with an evil eye. We were quite 
unknown in the city; and prefently re- 
colledling the holy office, with a flight 
impreffion of fear, fought for an op
portunity to remove the fufpicions which 
we perceived were entertained of us. 
This we foon found; the monk fhewed 
to his audience a relic which, he told 
them, was nothing lefs than fome of 
our Saviour’s hair. Each bent his knee, 
whilft the dominican exclaimed: Come 
near^ this indeed merits ndonation. I ap
proached with the reft, and devo'utly 
kifled the holy relic. The fituation of 
my companion became a little embar- 
raffing. Was he, by his inadlion, to de
clare himfelf an heretic; or might he, 
ii om refpedt to the company, confent 
to do what to him appeared an adt of 
idolatry ? His choice was foon made ; he 
was neither fuperftitious ndr fanatical, 
and he took the refolution to imitate 
us. I know feveral perfons of his per- 
fuafion, who would impute this to him 
as a crime; but J think him very ex- 

cufable
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cufable in permiting himfelf an adt 
which to him muft feem indifferent. 
This apparent veneration for an objedl we 
think unworthy it, is not certainly any 
thing more than bowing to a man in > 
place whom we do not effeem. And 
who amongil us has not rendered fuch 
homage ? Befides, this was a mere matter 
of courfe, I will add, almoft of general 
polity. And what purpofe would it have 
anfwered, to have offended fo many peo
ple, by a tacit condemnation of their 
pradtice ? In the eyes of an indifferent 
perfon the exterior adts of religion make 
a part of their manners. The times of 
fanaticifm, when it was thought a merit 
to infult the objedts of a religion which 
was looked upon as idolatrous, and in 
which my maxims of toleration would 
have been conftrued into fo many crimes, 
are happily pail. I however wilh, for 
the honour of the Spaniih nation, that 
as a religion different from that of the 
eftabliflied one, is buffered in the fea-port 
towns of that kingdom, a traveller may 
be able to go over the whole conutry 

without
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without being expofed to the danger 
which my travelling companion, had 
he been lefs prudent, might have in
curred in the church of the Dominicans' 
at Salamanca.

I ihall omit the enumeration of all 
the facred treafures there ihewn to us, 
except the bible of the famous anti-pope 
Benedict XIII. who was born in Spain, 
and depofed by the council of Conftance. 
44 Take care,” faid our conductor, 44 not 
44 to confound him with a pope of the 
44 fame name who was of the Dominican 
44 order; the latter was a real pope.” 
We recolledted the words of Moliere: 
'Tou are a goldjmith, Mr. Jofle.

The front of the church of the Au- 
guftin nuns is mailive and loaded with 
a profufion of ornaments, but the edi
fice in general is in a bad ftate. It faces 
a caftle of the duke of Alba, which in 
Spain is called a palace, as the poffeffions 
of the grandees of Spain are called Jiates, 
A part of thofe of the houfe of Alba 

are 
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are in the environs of Salamanca ; and, 
at the diftance of four leagues from it, 
there is a city called after their name 
(Alba de T’ormesjin which they have alfo 
a palace. But. thefe Jiates and palaces 
luffer not a little by the continual abfence 
of their proprietors, proofs of which very 
frequently occur in making the tour of 
Spain. So long as the opulent land
holders ihall negledt to animate by 
their prefence their vaft poffeffions, th© 
patriotic focieties, eftabliihments of ma
nufactures, encouragements for clearing 
of lands, and prohibitions of foreign 
merchandize, will all prove ineffectual 
to redrefs the evils which for two cen
turies have been undermining theSpanifh 
monarchy. They are the moil proper 
perfons to fécond the efforts of admini- 
ftration and infure their fuccefs. How 
can they, who are conftantly at fuch a 
diftance from their eftates, redrefs the 
grievances committed in their names, 
projeét and execute plans of improve
ment, or encourage and facilitate the 
fale of the produirions of their lands ?

So
I
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So Ions as the obfcure and ruinous lux- 
ury which they difplay at court and in 
the capital ihall abforb their riches, they 
muft be deprived of the means of ren
dering them ufeful to their fellow ci
tizens.

The ancient college of the Jefuits, 
among the facred edifices at Salamanca, 
is that moft deferving our attention ; it 
has been given to a community of re
gular canons, under the name of the 
church of San Marcos, or Saint Mark. 
In front is a magnificent portail of the 
Corinthian order. The ancient feminary 
of the Jefuits, which, at the requeft 
of the laft bifhop of Salamanca, was de
dicated to the education of thirty young 
ecclefiaftics, eftabliihed there in 1778, is 
upon the fame line. The ceremony of 
their admiffion by the prelate is repre- 
fented in a fine painting by‘ Bayeux, a 
pupil of the famous Mengs, and one of 
the beft painters now in Spain. The 
paintings upon the walls of the 
great cloifter have for their fubjecl the

■ ' - prin- 
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principal actions of the life of Saint Ig
natius ; the Jefuits had them painted at 
Rome.

The back part of the edifice is occupied 
by a community of Iriih priefts; which 
caufes the church of Saint Mark to be 
improperly called the Iriih church.

Before we left Salamanca, we went to 
vifit the ancient Roman bridge of twen- 
ty-feven arches, over which, on leaving 
the city, we paffed the little river of 
Tormes, and afterwards took the road 
to Madrid. This journey, including our 

" return, was of about fifty Spaniih, or 
feventy-five French, leagues.

There is a city nearer to Madrid, and 
more celebrated than that of Salamanca, 
to which I made feveral journies; I 
mean the city of Toledo, the ancient 
refidence of the Mooriih kings, and the 
feat of the primate of all Spain. To-' 
ledo is fituated upon the right bank of 
the Tagus, which furrounds it on all

Vol. II, Mm fides,

I



530 THE PRESENT STATE
Tides, except to the north ; it is twelve 
leagues from Madrid, and feven from 
Aranjuez, the royal manfion from which 
I took my departure for Toledo. The 
road is uneven and badly paved, and fe
deral times recedes from and approaches 
the Tagus. Not far from Aranjuez, to
wards the weft, the valley of that name 
becomes more open and fpacious, and 
the banks of the Tagus, which is here 
wider, alfo are lefs decorated with trees 
and verdure. However, upon the road 
to Toledo they prefent fome very agree
able profpecls; the river is hidden be
hind clumps of trees, and the eye withes 
to difeover it again, when inftantly it ap
pears watering the end of a meadow, or 
reflecting the image of fome hamlet, till 
after a number of thefe pleating mean
ders it arrives at the walls of Toledo. 
But during its courfe the banks become 
higher, and a little craggy, and this 
river, which runs fo fmpothJy near 
Aranjuez that it is with difficulty the 
eye diftinguithes its courfe, or the ear 
can fufpect its vicinity, as it approaches 

Toledo,
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Toledo, and, under the walls of that 
city, is heard from afar rolling with great 
noife over an uneven bed.

The ground, however, rifes infenfibly; 
fo that after having pafied the bridge of 
the Tagus, which is of a frightful height, 
we find ourfelves on a level with To
ledo, although a part of this city is 
fituated upon a fteep rock. Solitary 
ftreetsj houfes in ruins, and the almoft 
total abfence of induftry and afflu
ence but ill agree with the idea formed 
of a city *,  the firft in rank in the Cortes 
of the kingdom of Caftile f, which for 
a long time paffied for its capital, and 
of which all the monuments prove the 
ancient fplendour. Madrid, which in 
the latter centuries increafed its popu
lation at the expence of the neighbour
ing cities, laid Toledo in particular un
der a heavy contribution, The afpeCt

* It bdre the pompous title of Imperial City. The 
king of Caftile, Alphonfo VI. took it from the 
Moors, and with it the title ofEmperor.

t Burgos difputes with it the pre-eminence.
Mm2 0£ 
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of the ruins and the barrennefs of the 
environs concur in giving it an appear
ance of wretchednefs, which, however, 
is in fome refpedls contradidfed when we 
enter their houfes, which are clean and 
neat to the extreme, a good quality rarely 
found where poverty refides. The in
habitants of Toledo are not much infe
rior in this refpedt to the Dutch them- 
felves, and the great pains which the 
latter take to wafh their walls and win
dows, and to make all their furniture 
ihine like glafs, the former employ in 
defending the entrance of their habita
tions from the rays of the fun, and in 
procuring coolnefs even in the middle 
of the dog-days. I vifited feveral of thefc 
little manfions after dinner; I thought 
rnyfclf tranfported into the palace of 
lleep: nothing difturbed the calm of 
their peaceful inhabitants. At three 
o’clock in the afternoon the fun feemed 
fet to them. The windows and lattices 
clofe Ihut, the floors moiftened by fre
quent Sprinklings, and large iheets fpread 
over their courts, all concurred to make 

us
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us forget the heat of the climate and the 
hour of the day.

The induftry of the inhabitants of 
Toledo Was not long fince confined to 
thefe effeminate inventions. Within a 
few years they have fliaken off that 
ftupor to which they feemed condemned. 
Their prelate declared, with a charitable 
zeal, open war againft indolence and 
wretchednefs. 'His immenfe alms, which 
annually amounted to from fifty to fixty 
thoufand livres (above two thoufand 
pounds fterling) were unequal to the 
beneficence of his intentions. The Al
cazar, the ancient habitation of the 
Gothic kings, has been almoft entirely 
rebuilt under Charles V. but fince the 
conflagration at the beginning of the 
prefent century, it has been in a ftate 
of ruin : the only remains of this fine 
edifice were the fronts, and the principal 
court, furrounded with arcades, which 
leads to a magnificent flaircafe. The 
prefent archbifhop has had fome part of 
the building repaired, all the rooms upon 

M m 3 the
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the ground-floor have been properly ar
ranged for the reception of filk looms, 
&c. which give employment to a great 
number of perfons, who, before this ef- 
tabliihment, were idle, and the pro- 
dudions of whole induflry are already 
circulated at con Adorable diftances from 
Toledo. The prelate has likewife founded 
an hofpital for poor women and old 

he has alfo taken under his pro
tection two hundred poor children, who 
are brought up at his expence, and are 
taught every thing neceflary to fit then) 
•lOi ai ts and manufactures,

Such is the laudable manner in which 
the archbifhop employs his leifure and 
the furplus of hi.s fortune. Thofe who 
approach him, as I have feyeral times 
had occafion to do, perceive he is rich 
in knowledge and virtue; but nobody 
would fufped the revenues of his fee 
ivere very considerable. His manners 
have a truly apoftolioal fimplicify, arid 
he feems quite unacquainted with tire 
luxury of the table. Notwithftanding 

his
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his punduality in the fulfilment of his 
fpiritual fundions, he ftill finds leifure 
for literary amufements. Before he was 
tran flated to the fee of Toledo he held 
that of Mexico ; he there difeovered the 
collection of the letters of Hernando 
Cortez; and, at bis return to Europe, 
publiilied them with obfervations. He 
has alfo given to the world fome works 
of erudition, and, among others, anew 
edition of the Mofarabic Miflal *,

* A collection of forms of prayer, &c. according 
to the ancient Mofarabic ritual, obferved by the 
Chriflians in Arabian countries. It differs from the 
Roman ritual in a few prayers, and the tranfpofition 
of the ordinary ceremonies of the mafs ; trifling 
differences which, perhaps, would efcape hearers 
that were not very attentive. Jfaving fallen into 
difufe, it was revived by cardinal Ximenes, who had 
it reprinted, and afterwards founded at Toledo a 
chapel, in which the fcrvice has ever fince been per
formed according to this ritual. In 1783, I heard 
there a Mofarabic mafs which the archbifhop had 
fung to gratify the curiofity of the Nuncio. This 
mafs is ftill ufed in one of the churches of Sala- 
manca.

M m 4 The
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The archiepifcopal palace proves his 
averfion to magnificence, but the cathe
dral is one of the moil: noble facred edi
fices in Europe. Its foundation is dated 
as far back as the end of the fixth cen
tury. During four hundred years it was 
in poffeffion of the Moors, and profaned, 
by the Mahometan worfhip. Although 
recovered by Alphonfo VI. it preferved 
the form of a mofque until the reign of 
St. Feidinand, who gave it that under 
which it now appears. It difplays all 
the fumptuoufnefs of Gothic edifices, 
and in the reigns fucceeding that of St. 
Ferdinand was enriched with every kind 
or decoration. The glafs of the windows 
is covered with paintings in the moil: 
bnlhant colouis. Two of the fronts are 
remarkable for the number, finiihing, 
and variety of the fculptures with which 
they are adorned. The halls of the ca
nons merit a clofe examination on ac
count of the fine tafte and elegance of 
their bafs reliefs. Several of the chapels 
are equally worthy of attention for the 
paintings, and more particularly the 

tombs
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tombs they contain. In the choir there 
are four of the latter, which are thofe 
of the kings of Caitile, who are com
monly called Reyes viejos, old kings, and 
that of the cardinal Mendoza, one of the 
moft illuftiious prelates who have held 
the fee of Toledo.

1 he chapel of the Virgin is magnifi
cently decorated. Cardinal Portocarrero, 
who was archbilhop of the fee, was in
terred in front of it. His epitaph bears 
no refemblance to that of Piron, as Mr. 
Peyron has carelefsly aflerted in his eflays 
on Spain. The latter was compofed in 
a moment of epigrammatical fpleen; but 
that of the cardinal breathes chriftian 
humility and has nothing of the epigram. 
Hicjacetpuhm, tines, et nibil-, “Here lies 
“ dnft, aihcs, nothing.” This is very 
different from the peeviih pleafantry of

. the author of the Metromanie
Ci-git Piron, qui ne fut rien ; •
Pas meme Academitien

Here lies Piron, who was nothin?, 
Not even an Academician,

In
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In the chapel of St. James our admi
ration and meditation are excited by the 
tomb of Don Alvar de Luna, the illuf- 
trious and unfortunate favourite of 
John II. and that of Donna Juana Pi
mentel his wife. We may there reflect 
oil the inftability of the favour of kings, 
and the vanity of monuments, fomewhat 
more durable it may be, but whofe rna- 
jeftic ornaments cannot difguife the in- 
fignificance of human greatnefs. In vain 
are infcriptions pompous, like thofe of 
thefe two tombs; they ferve merely to tell 
us the heros they immortalize have once 
cxifted, but are now no more. The 
lame chapel contains the tombs of le- 
veral relations of the favourite : amontr o 
others, that of the archbiihop of To
ledo, one of the fineit in the cathedral.

I recommend to the curious traveller to 
vifi t th e ipon u ment of another archbiihop, 
Don Juan deContreras, and that ofabiihop 
of Avila, in the chapel of St. Ildefonfo. 
But the moil remarkable chapel of all in 
this refpect is, that of the n?w kings 

Cdelos
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(délos reyes nuevos) which, befides being 
richly decoiated, contains the tombs of 
fix kings or queens of Caftile, each bear
ing an infcription and a ftatue recum
bent on a fepulchral urn. The fight of 
thefe recalled to my memory the follow
ing elegant lines :

Pour mieux reprefenter leurs grandeurs abattues, 
L artife fur le marbre a cquché leurs faines *.

* he capitulary hall contains the por
traits in iucceffion of all the archbilhops

Toledo ; a valuable collection, not 
only becaufe many of thefe prelates, as 
Mendoza, Cifneros, Tavera, Albornos 
and Tenorio eftabliihed themfelves a 
fame independant of their dignity, and 
that fome of them who held this fee 
were of the blood royal, as Don Louis, 
bipther to tne prefent monarch, but 
becaufe feveral of their portraits take 
date from the revival of the art of paint-

* The artift? better fo reprefent their fallen grtatnefs, 
has extended their flatues on the marble.

in g 
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ing in. Spain, and that by comparing 
them the different gradations through 
which it has paffed may be clearly dif- 
covered ; and laitly, becaufe fince the 
time of cardinal Ximenes (known in 
Spain only by the name of cardinal Cif- 
neros) they have all had the merit of 
refemblance.

In the cathedral are feveral other 
paintings worthy of attention ; efpeci- 
ally thofe in the veftry. An Affump- 
tion by Carlo Maratti ; one of the mafter- 
pieces of Dominico Greco, a pupil of Ti
tian ; a painting not much inferior to the 
belt of that great mailer; and one of 
the capital works of de Orrente, a Va
lencia». painter, of whom I have already 
fpoken. The ceiling of the veftry is 
painted in frefco, by Luca Giordano, 
and is not the leaf! excellent of his pro
ductions, efpecially in this kind of com- 
pofition. He had alfo a particular ta
lents in imitating the manner of other 
painters, a proof of which is feen in one 
of his paintings in an apartment adjoin

OF SPAIN. S4I

ing to the veftry. This is a baptifm of 
Chrift, which thofe who are not real 
connoiffeurs would certainly take for 
one of the belt productions of Raphael. 
The fame apartment, called _EZ Veftuario, 
contains feveral other valuable paint
ings ; among others, the birth and cir- 
cumcifion of Chrift, both by BafTan ; a 
Samaritan woman, by Rubens, a Saint 
Agnes, and a Pope feated, in which is 
difplayed all the wondrous powers of the 
pencil of Vandyk.

I might mention feveral other remark
able paintings with which the cathedral 
of Toledo is enriched, were not I ap- 
piehenfive of fatiguing the reader by 
too minute an exaClnefs; but I cannot 
refrain from fpeaking of a production 
by a Spanifli painter, little known in his 
own country, although very deferving 
to be fo. The name of this artifl is 
Blas de Prado, a native of Toledo, one 
of whofe pictures is feen in the cloifter 
of the cathedral. The moil indifferent 
connoiffeur cannot but be itruck by the

cor-



542 THE PRESENT STATE 

corredtnefs of the drawing, the excel
lence of the colouring, and efpecially 
by the foftnefs of expreffion in the fi
gures. It reprefents the Holy Virgin 
furrounded with feveral faints, and 
crowned by angels, in prefence of a knight 
in coinpleat armour. I confefs that not- 
withftanding the refpecttable names of 
the painteis, whole works I have above 
mentioned, this gave me a pleafure which, 
on viewing them, I had not experienced, 
and that when I heard the name of the 
artift, I had the weakncfs to reproach 
myfelf for my admiration. I am of 
opinion, that feveral virtuofi have fre
quently found themfelves in the fame 
fituation : in fuch cafes they endeavour 
to juftify themfelves in their own eyes, 
and redouble their attention to difcover 
the perfections of the great matter, 
and the defects of the obfcurc pain
ter, as if men of fuperior talents did 
not frequently fink to mediocrity, or 
mediocrity did not fometimes foar 
above itfelf. Befides, docs not accident 
in every purfuit often bettow greater 

repu- 
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reputation than real merit ? How many 
men have patted their lives in obfcurity 
who, had they met with patrons and 
praife, would have ranked with tliofe 
of fuperior talents!

The cloifter of the cathedral in which 
the excellence of the paintings of Blas 
de Prado was pointed out to me, though 
I think! fhould of myfelf have difcovered 
it, is remarkable in feveral other refpects; 
it is very fpacious, and the architectural 
proportions extremely fine ; the walls 
were once adorned with tolerable o-ood• . *paintings in frefco, which were begin
ning to yield to the ravages of time and 
humidity, when the prefent archbilhop 
confided the care of repairing them to the 
bett painters Spain at prefent can boaft. 
Meffieurs Bayeux and Maella began the 
undertaking in 1777, and,when I left the 
kingdom, they had nearly compleated 
their work. The paintings reprefent the 
principal actions of the life of Saint 
Eugenia and Saint Leocadia, patrons of 
the cathedral, and thofe of fome other 

faints
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faints famous at Toledo by their zeal for 
the Chriftian religion. The fubje&s ap
peared to me interefting, and fome of 
them had a great effect. I was particu
larly ftruck with the foft and affedting 
expreffion of a Santa Cafilda, a young 
princefs, who from the top of the palace 
of her father, ftill a Pagan, ftretches 
out a hand of fuccour to the Chriftians 
languishing in the prifons of the perfe- 
cuting monarch.

I might give a long enumeration of 
the ornaments, furniture and vafes con- 
fecrated to divine fervice in the cathe
dral ; a fufficient idea may be formed of 
them by confidering that Toledo is one 
of the richeft fees in Chriftendom, that 
it has frequently been held by pious pre
lates, who would have thought it a re
proach on themfelves had they made a 
profane ufe of their opulence, and that 
it has always had many opportunities 
to benefit by the munificence of the fo- 
wereigns of Spain. I fhall only remark 
farther, that the curious are lhewn a 

throne 
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throne ofmaffive filver*  weighing twelve 
hundred and fifty pounds^ on. which is 
placed an image of the Virgin. Behind 
the choir is a piece of fculpture, in the 
very word tafte, and for what reafon I 
know not, called the cTranfparent. It is a 
modern work, which disfigures inftead 
of embelliihing the edifice. Piety, or 
rather credulity, will find there a much 
more curious monument. This is a ftone 
which bears the impreffion of the feet 
of the Holy Virgin; lhe placed them 
upon it when ihe defcended from heaven 
to bring to Saint Ildefonfo the firft cha- 
zuble or prieft’s cap ; a miracle which a 
modern fculptor has perpetuated in one 
of the chapels of the cathedral. This 
piece was juft finiihed when I faw it for 
the firft time, and it feemed to me to 
do more honour to the chifel of the ar- 
tift than to religion. The rough ftone 
which bears the proof of the miracle, 
more precious than the hiftorical marble, 
is expofed to public view behind an iron 
railing. I dare not fay of what country the

Vol, II, Nm feet
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feet are of which it preferves the form; 
but I ihould not fcruple to affert, they 
did not belong to a Chinefe.

After the cathedral there are feveral 
other edifices which merit the attention 
of the traveller. Such is the hofpital of 
Saint John the Baptift, of which the 
porticos, courts, and the church in par
ticular, fufficiently prove, by the elegance 
and exaétnefs with which they are exe
cuted, the'period of its foundation to 
have been about the middle of the fix- 
teenth century, at the fame time that 
they do honour to the good tafte of the 
founder, cardinal Tavera, who has there 
a magnificent tomb. The latter was the 
laft work of Alfonfo Berruguete, an able 
fculptor, formed in the fchool of Mi
chael Angelo, and honoured with the 
favour of Charles V.

Another fine foundation of the fame 
kind which Toledo owes alfo to one of 
its prelates, (Cardinal Mendoza) is the 

found-
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foundling hofpital, or the hofpital of 
Santa Cruz, an edifice fomewhat in the 
Gothic ftyle, but of which nothing can 
be particularly admired except the fi- 
niihing of the ornaments and the prin
cipal ftaircafe. In the church there are 
fix great paintings of the fchool of Ru
bens, and which for a long time were 
thought to be by the hand of that mailer.

Another afylum open at Toledo to 
buffering humanity, alfo claimed my 
attention. This is an hofpital for the in
fane. There are two principal ones in 
Spain; one at Saragoffa, the other at 
Toledo. I went feveral times to the 
latter, and was always furprifed at the 
cleannefs and regularity which I con- 
ilantly found there; and comparing my 
obfervations with thofe I had made in 
the hofpitals of Valencia, Burgos, Cadiz, 
the general hofpital of Madrid, and fe
veral other inftitutions of the fame kind, 
I could not but admire how different 
devotion and chriftian charity render 

N n 2 men
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men from themfelves, in what a manner 
they triumph over their defects, and 
create in them virtues to which they 
feem ftrangers. The Spaniards are as 
magnificent in the decorations of their 
temples, as fimple in thofe of their pri
vate houfes. On examining their pious 
foundations, their indolence and dirtinefs, 
two accufations from which they can
not be intirely abfolved, are forgotten. 
Had religion conferred but this one be
nefit upon mankind, it would itill be 
highly worthy of our love and admira
tion. But I ihall be told that, on the 
other hand, it has awakened in them 
deftrudtive paffions which flept in their 
bofoms. Religion is the mother of ar
dent fanaticifm and barbarous intole
rance, as well as compaffionate charity. 
But without examining whether reli
gion may not difown fuch children, let 
us congratulate ourfelves that we are 
born in an age when, even in Spain, 
it is greatly purified from the bafe alloy 
by which it was top long difhonoured.

It 1
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It is time, however, to return to the 
hofpital for the infane at Toledo.

The fight of fuch a place has always 
fomething in it afflidting to humanity, 
even when viewed with the curiofity of 
philofophy; but I confefs I have never, 
felt the fentiment of thofe who fay they 
are humbled at the fight of this degra
dation of human reafon. I never feel hu
miliation except when I can make com- 
parifons to my own difadvantage. What 
clafs in the creation is better treated 
than the human fpecies? If any other 
be fo, is our fituation fuch as to make 
us blulh before it? Shame fuppofes a 
reciprocal confcioufnefs between the be
ing which feels, and that by which it is 
caufed. We know not angels; beafts 
are unacquainted with us; and infanity 
being an involuntary defedt from which 
no perfon is fecure, I fee not in what 
manner any individual of the human 
fpecies can feel humiliation at the fight 
of a madman; he himfelf would not feel

Nn 3 it i
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it were he capable of a reafonable fen- 
timent. The drunkard and paflionate 
man are thofe who ought to bluih; they 
rebel againit the reafon which would 
reltrain them. The madman, no longer 
under its empire, is the Have of a power 
which has fubjugated it without ’his 
confent; he is not to be pitied unlefs 
when lucid intervals give him a know
ledge of his fituation. Except in tliefe 
cafes, a wretch racked with the gout 
feems to have a greater claim to compaf- 
fion. With thefe preliminary reflexions, 
the afylums of humanity defpoiled of 
its moft exalted endowment, may be en- 
tei ed with a greater degree of compo- 
fure. I found but one man raving mad 
in the hofpital at Toledo; he was a 
prieft, who, from the wretched bed to 
which he was chained, uttered uninter
rupted execrations againit the principal 
perfonages of the kingdom of Spain. I 
beheld in him only a ferocious beaft in 
an human form, whofe roarings were 
pxpreffed by words. Without blaming

or 
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or pitying him, I fled from his approach. 
His companions were much lefs fright
ful. I particularly remarked a Francif- 
can Monk who had preferved his habit, 
and had wrapped up his head in a wig 
made of paper : his only mania was that 
of mounting on a itone, and thence, 
as from a pulpit, delivering fcraps of 
fermons, which he mingled with face
tious jokes, and ended with making ca
pers. In 1783, I had palled a quarter 
of an hour amongft his audience ; two 
years afterwards I again appeared before 
him, and was not a little aftoniihed at 
his recollecting me. I admired this in
explicable oddity of Nature, which in 
fo feverely treating his intellectual fa
culties had Bill preferved to him a happy 
memory. Is not this another problem 
for metaphyfics to refolve ?

Before I finifli my obfervations on 
Toledo, I mult not omit to take notice 
of an invention which is an honour to 
that city. I mean the famous machine 

N n 4 now
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now gone to ruin, invented by a Cre- 
inonian of the name of Juanelo, to 
rajfe the water of the Tagus into To
ledo. According to the defcription we 
have received of it by tradition, it muft 
have been extremely complicated, and 
for that reafon could not but make the 
fupply of water more dear to the inha
bitants than it has been fince the la
bour of mules has been fubftituted to 
carry water from the river to every 
houfe in the city. Several attempts 
have been made to fupply the want of 
the machine of Juanelo by fimilar in
ventions. The mules, however, have 
triumphed over every confpiracy againft 
them, and remain in poffeffion of their 
painful functions.

Neai the ruins of this machine there 
are others more ancient, which muft 
have been a part of an aquedu‘61 ereCled 
to convey, on a level with the Alcazar, 
the watei from a fpring feven or eight 
leagues from Toledo. This is one"of

thofe
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thofe works, equally ufeful and magni
ficent, by which the Romans have 
marked their refidence in feveral places 
in Spain; nor is this the only Roman 
monument of which the remains are 
found in the environs of Toledo. Near 
a convent of Minimes, on the outfide 
of the city, I difcovered the ruins of a 
circus, and not far from the caftle of 
St. Servant the traces of an old Roman 
road.

Thus the Romans, the Arabians, the 
Goths, and the Spaniards of the time 
of Charles V. by turns improved and 
embelliihed Toledo. I cannot fay as 
much for the modern Spaniards. Houfes 
out of repair, fine edifices going to ruin, 
few or no manufactures, a population 
reduced from two hundred thoufand to 
twenty-five thoufand perfons, and the 
moft barren environs are all that now of
fer themfelves to the fight of the traveller 
drawn thither by the reputation of that 
famous city. Under the prefent reign 

fome
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fome fuccefsful efforts have been made 
to recover it from the univerfal decay 
into which it is fallen. We have feen 
that the archbiihop has rebuilt a part 
of the Alcazar, and eftablifhed there fome 
manufactures of filk. The blades of 
Toledo were formerly famous for their 
temper and folidity. Charles III. has 
erected a very fpacious edifice for mak
ing them; and the experiments al
ready made feem to promife that the 
modern citizens of Toledo will not in 
this refpect be long inferior to their 
predeceflbrs.

The inhabitants of this city would 
Scarcely pardon me were I to pafs over 
in filence their Cigarrales. Thefe are little 
country houfes, which I can compare to 
nothing that they more iefemble than 
to the Baftides which furround the city 
of Marfeilles, except that they are lefs 
ornamented and not fo numerous. Upon 
the banks of the Saone, the Loire, or the 
Thames, thefe cigarrales would dilho-

nour

OF SPAIN.

nour the country. In the barren part 
of Caftile they are delightful retreats, 
and in the heat of the dog-days offer 
coolnefs and repofe amid the fhade of 
orchards. It is neverthelefs impoffible to 
arrive at them except by the fweat of 
the brow, in croffing fome burned and 
unihaded meadow, or climbing over rug
ged hills. They are however, the gar
den of Eden to the inhabitants of To- " 
ledo, why therefore fhould I attempt to 
deftroy the pleafing illufion ?

I fhall here conclude the account of 
my travels in Spain, or rather the de- 
fcription I promifed of that kingdom. 
I do not pretend that my journies from 
Bayonne to Madrid, from Madrid to 
Valencia, Cadiz, Gibraltar, Salamanca, 
Toledo, &c. have furnifhed me with 
fufficient knowledge to enable me to 
give intire fatisfacftion with refpetf: to 
the curiofities of all kinds to be found 
in Spain *,  or the productions, manners

* In matters of curiofity, it would have been 
neceiTary for me to have vifited and, deferred the

Moorilh



£56. THE PRESENT STATE 

and government of the different pro
vinces. The general account I have 
endeavoured to give of thefe prefent (at 
leaft I fo would hope) what may in this

Mooriih antiquities of which Granada contains 
almoft the only remains to be found in Eu
rope ; the Roman antiquities of Tarragona, 
Alcantara, Merida, &c. the facred treafures in 
Saragoffa, Saint Jago de Compoftella, and other 
monuments of the pious magnificence of the Spa
niards, fome whole provinces and moil of the 
ports of the Peninfula. My principal intention 
was to make known modern Spain under prefent 
circumftances, which remain not like chains of 
mountains, and the courfe of rivers to be obferved 
during fucceflive ages, and to render to the inhabitants 
that juilice which at prefent is their due. What may 
be wanting in my work will be found in the Ejfais 
fur I’E/pagne, by M. Peyron, [prefixed to this work] 
who, by a primature death, was prevented from com- 
pleating them ; but chiefly in the E'-age de Efpana, 
by the Abbé Pons, who has particularly defcribed 
the monuments of every kind, good, indifferent 
and bad, ancient and modern, facred and profane, 
which are to be found in Spain. This work is not 
yet finifhed ; but it already proves, to the moil dif
ficult readers, the author’s indefatigable patience and 
love of his country.

refpeél 

o F S P a I N.
refpecl. gratify the curiofity of thofe 
who with to be acquainted with a fo
reign country without refiding in it for 
a confiderable time, and free from the 
prejudices hitherto as prevalent as ill- 
founded. My object was not to write 
a book merely for amufement. If this 
be interefting it is, perhaps, fo from 
the variety it contains. A work which 
ihould have been thought profound 
would have been above my capacity, 
and one entirely frivolous appeared to 
me unworthy of the time I had dedi
cated to writing my journal and obfer- 
vations, and of the clafs of readers 
whofe fuffrages I am anxious to obtain, 
in all I have faid I have endeavoured 
to preferve a juft medium between the 
enthufiafm which extols every thing 
and the fpjrit of defamation which 
fpares nothing. May I hope it will be 
allowed that I have fulfilled my inten
tion i Will the Spaniards be of opinion 
that I have treated them as well as they 
did me? I foould be very forry were 

they
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5S8 the present state, &c. 
they to accufe me of want of gratitude, 
but my other readers would have juft 
caufe of complaint had I fuftered that 
fentiment to influence my judgment.

end of vol. ii.
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