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ADVERTI SEMENT

BY THE

TRANSLATOR.

THOUGH the public is already 
in poiTeffion of the remarks of feveral 
travellers on Spain, they none of them 
can make any pretenfions to preclude 
the prefent work, the author of which 
has principally directed his inquiries to 
a fubject which, though highly intereR- 
ing, perhaps the moil intereRing of 
any that can engage the attention of 
a traveller, has been lefs attended to by 
former writers on this country ; I mean 
the prefent Rate of its civil government, 
trade, and manufactures. The long 
Ray or the Chevalier de Bourgoanne in 
Spain * has enabled him to treat thefe

I he Chevalier, we have been informed, was 
fecretary to the French embafly at the court of Spain; 
and relides at prefent at Hamburgh, as French mi- 
nifter to the Circle of Lower Saxony.

Vol. I. a fub-



vi ADVERTISEMENT, 
fubjeéts more at large, and more ac
curately, than any who have preceded 
him; not to mention that the accounts 
here given, independent of their un- 
queftionable fidelity, are much the moil 
modern.

To render this work Rill more com- 
pleat, an additional volume has been 
added, confifting of very copious extraits 
from the Eflays on, or Travels in, Spain, 
of M. Peyron ; a late work of confider- 
able merit, which has never yet ap
peared in Englifh. Such defcriptions of 
places as had already been defcribed 
in the preceding volumes, inventories 
of paintings, the whole, or at lead: the 
principal, 'of which had before been 
noticed, are, as may be fuppofed, 
omitted. Thus alfo the chapters on 
the inquifition, the bull-fights, and the 
Spanilh iheep, are omitted, becaufe they 
contain little more than what may be 
found in the work of M. de Bourgoanne. 
The greateft part, however, of what is 
moil intcrcfting and novel in the Tra

vels

ADVERTISEMENT. vii 
vels of M. Peyron is retained ; the ac
count of the Alhambra and its infcrip- 
tions, in particular, will be found fo 
full and compleat as to be no improper 
fupplement to Mr. Swinburn’s defcrip- 
tion of that noble monument of Moorilh 
antiquity.

The tranflator has only to add, that, 
with refpedt to the performance of his 
part of what is here prefentea to the 
reader, he afpires to no other praife but 
that of having rendered the fenfe of his 
original with fidelity, and, he flatters 
himfelf, with perfpicuity. He has in
dulged himielf in very few liberties; 
but has endeavoured to give a juft copy 
of the manner, as well as faithfully to 
preferve the meaning of his author.



PREFACE.

IF it is difficult, not to fay im- 
poffible, for even an impartial hif- 
torian always to difcover the truth, 
to unravel the complicated details, 
or clearly to explain the obfcure 
caufes of the events he relates, even 
of thofe to which he has himfelf 
been a witnefs ; hew much more 
difficult mufh it be for the writer 
of travels iufficiently to guard againft 
error, or combat prej udice; efpecially 
if, as is commonly the cafe, after 
haftily traveriing countries entirely 
unknown to him, he undertakes to 
give a faithful account of the man
ners, arts, feiences, virtues, vices, 
and a thoufand other phyiical and 
moral charaéteriftics which diftin- 
guifh a people of whofe language 
he is, perhaps, totally-ignorant, or 
at heft has but an imperfect know
ledge?

Several



X PREFACE.

Several defcriptions of Spain have 
appeared within thefe few years. 
The Effays of M. Peyron, the Travels 
of Mr. Twifs, and, efpecially, thofe 
of Mr. Swinburn, certainly contain 
many interelling and accurate ob- 
fervations; but the author of the 
following work, who has reiided 
many years in Spain, while he pays 
all poffible refpeft to the abilities of 
thefe writers, thinks himfelf juitified 
in aflerting that no acutenefs or pe
netration can compenfate for the 
ihort hay they made in a country 
which can only be known by a long 
and intimate intercourfe with the 
various claffes of its inhabitants, 
and a perfect acquaintance with their 
language and manners.

The Spanifh nation has almoit 
conftantly been treated by the ge
nerality of travellers with a feverity 
of ceniure extremely difpleaiing to 

PREFACE. xi 

all thofe who poffefs a real know
ledge of its true character. Not that 
the following work is to be confidered 
as either a profefled eulogium, or 
an apology. An eulogium is ever 
lufpicious: we know well that many 
deductions are always to be made 
from every thing which appears un
der fuch a form: it is frequently 
only the exaggerated tribute of gra
titude, or the mean adulation of felf- 
intereft. The author, indeed, frank
ly confeffes that he has found it 
neceilary to be upon his guard 
againil the former of thefe motives; 
but the latter cannot exiil, as all 
connexion between him and the 
country of which he writes has 
entirely ceaied. As to an apology, 
he is well perfuaded that it can 
never convince prejudice, and that 
it would be fuperfluous to readers 
of underfcanding, whofe judgment

can
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can only be influenced by indif- 
pu table fadts.

The prefent work, therefore, is 
not written either indifcriminately 
to praife, or obftinately to defend 
the Spaniili nation. It mull not be 
forgotten, likewife, that it was not 
originally intended for the public 
eye, though certain reafons, which 
it is not neceflary here to fpecify, 
have induced the writer to yield 
to the folicitations of friendfhip. 
We may therefore, perhaps, the 
rather expedt to find in it impar
tiality and truth, as far, at leaft, as 
it was in the power of the author to 
difcover what was truth.
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THE

PRESENT STATE

Ó F

SPAIN.

TN the year 1782, I conceived the de» 
fign of making a journey into Spain, 

a country, concerning which, I had heard 
o many contradictory accounts; which 

formerly was of fuch diitinguiihed emi
nence among the powers of Europe, and 
which frill poifeffes confiderable weight in 
the balance of its various Rates; a country 
■'Mth which we are but little acquainted, 
t lough well deferving to be better known.

Vol. I, WhenE



2 THE PRESENT STATE

When I paffed the BidaiToa, I deter
mined to leave my private as well as na
tional prejudices, with all my indeterminate 
ideas of the people I was about to viiit on 
the bank, and endeavoured to forget, as 
much as poffible, every thing I had heard 
or read concerning Spain, fo that on my 
arriving at Irun, the fir ft Spanifh town, 
my mind, with refpeCt to all I had read 
or heard concerning this country, might 
have been compared to the ro/2z tabula of 
the fchoolmen.

My intention is to give a plain relation, 
devoid of acrimony or enthufiafm, of every 
thing of which I Rill preferve the impref- 
fion. Initead of taking poft-horfes from 
Bayonne to Orogne, which is five leagues 
diftant from the former, and two from 
the frontiers, I exchanged my carriage, as 
molt travellers do, for it vehicle not very 
elegant, called, by the Spaniards, Cache de 
Colleras, and which, till we are ufed to it, 
excites many alarming apprehenfions. This 
carriage is rather itrong than commodious, 
and drawn by fix mules, to which the 

voice 
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Voice of the conductors ferves either as 
a fpur or bridle. On feeing them faftened 
to each other as well as to the fhafts, 
with fimple cords, and their ftraggling 
manner of going, as if without any kind 
of guidance, in the crooked, uneven, and 
frequently unbeaten roads of Spain, the 
traveller imagines himfelf entirely aban
doned to the care of Providence ; but on 
the appearance of the leaft danger, a fm- 
gle word from the chief muleteer, who is 
called Mayoral, is fufficient to govern and 
direct thefe docile animals. If their ardor 
abates, the Zagal, who is his poftillionj 
jumps from the fhafts, where he is Ra
tioned as a centinel, animates them with 
his voice and whip, runs for fome time by 
their fide, and then returns to his poll, 
where he remains until called forth by 
the fame or fome fimilar circumftance to 
repeat his fervices. This vigilance of 
the two conductors foon relieves the 
traveller from his fears, who, notwith- 
handing, remains aftoniihed that more 
accidents do not happen from fo awkward 
a manner of travelling. He reconciles

B 2 him-



54 THE PERSENT STATE 
himfelf, however, more eafily to this than 
to the Spanifh inns. Their inconvenièn
cies have, perhaps, been exaggerated, as 
it generally happens when ill-humour 
guides the pen ; but the truth is, that 
they are in general without any good ac
commodation ; travellers are badly lodged 
and ferved ; and thofe who wiih for a 
tolerable repart, muft themfelves folicit 
the aid of the butcher, baker, and grocer. 
In this refpeét, however, there has, within 
thefe few years, been a change for the 
better. I have met with fome tolerable 
inns, efpecially in the principal cities. 
The prefent minifter, who extends his be
neficent attention to every thing which 
can benefit the kingdom, is at this mo
ment forming a plan for the improvement 
of inns in general, and its completion is 
impatiently expected. To carry fuch a 
plan into eífeét, will be more difficult 
in Spain than in any other nation, 
becaufe the abufes to be reformed pro
ceed from the manners, cuftoms, pre
judices, and, in fome meafure, from the 
conftitution of the country. Thefe obfta- 

cles 
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cles are not of fuch a magnitude as to 
abate the zeal of the Count de Florida 
Blanca; they will only render his fuccefs 
more honourable. The execution of his 
plan was for fome years retarded by the 
war, but he now means to confecrate the 
leifure and favings of peace to the accorm 
pliihment of his purpofe.

Thefe few remarks upon inns will cer
tainly be fufficient. I will not fatigue the 
reader with obfervations upon fo beaten 
a fubject.

I was familiarized to my perilous equi
page by the time I arrived at the frontier 
of the two kingdoms. The boundary of 
thefe is the Bidaffoa, a river famous in 
the political hiftory of Louis XIV. from 
the iiland which it forms at a fmall dis
tance to the right of the place where the 
river is pafled, and called the Iiland of 
Pheafants. The important interview be
tween Cardinal Mazarin and Don Louis 
de Haro, occafioned it to receive the name 
of the Iiland of Conference. It is not a

B 3 quarter



6 THE PRESENT STATE 
quarter of a league in circumference, js 
entirely uninhabited, and almoft barren; 
it owes its fame, like many perfons of mo- ’ 
delate talents, to a fortunate circumftance.

As foon as the traveller has paffed this 
iiland, he- finds himfelf in Spain. Some 
of my enthufiaflic countrymen will tell 
you, that the moment they fet their feet 
on the other fide of the river, the hori
zon and foil are changed ; that they 
breathe another air, and feel the influ
ence of a foreign climate. Forgive them 
the idle fancy; Nature, which fports with 
our geographical divifions, when they are 
marked by great rivers, or even by arms 
of the fea, preferves, notwithftanding the 
change of denomination, a ftriking fimi- 
litude between the two oppofite banks; 
it would be the fame thing to her did the 
rivulet of Bidafloa divide the meadow 
of a private individual. The banks re- 
lemble each other; if the traveller re
move from them a few leagues on either 
fide, he will, whether he be a French
man or not, prefer the diftridt which 

lead§
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leads him from Bayonne to that which 
conduits him to it. The difference alfo 
between the laft roads of France andthofe 
at the entrance of Spain, is in favour of 
the latter. The roads of Bifcay may be' 
faid to be among the fineft in Europe. 
Few countries laboured, in this refpeit, 
under greater difficulties. Biicay, which 
joins the Pyrenees, leems to be an ex- 
tenfive continuation of thefe mountains 
to the borders of Caftile. In tracing a 
road there were confiderable defcents to 
diminiih, precipices to avoid, and high 
fummits to turn with adurefs. Such 
ground required all the art which can be 
difplayed in the conftruition of roads. 
The three provinces (Guipufcoa, Vv&caya, 
and of which Bifcay is compofed,
and which, with refpeit to their private 
concerns, form three diftinit little ftates, 
joined their efforts to accomplifh this end, 
as is ufual with them when their com
mon intereft is in queftion: Nature has 
not been prodigal to them in her gifts. 
Guipufcoa, and Vizcaya are unprovided 
with corn, and are fupplied with it by 

B 4 Alava,
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Alava, which with that only refource 
is almoft as well peopled as the other two. 
The three provinces of Bifcay are the 
afylum of liberty and induftry, and this 
is the great caufe of theii' common prof- 
perity j for what miracles may not be 
wrought by thefe two filters who ufually 
go hand in hand ? In croffing Bifcay, we 
perceive that their prefence has given 
animation to every objedt; nothing can 
be more delightful than the hills; no
thing more chearful than the cultivated 
valleys. For thirty leagues, the diffance 
between the Bidaffoa and Vittoria, not a 
quarter of an hour paifes but the travel
ler difcovers fome village or hamlet. The 
towns of Villafranca, Villareal and Mon
dragon ; have the air of independence 
3nd plenty. What a difference in the 
afpeóf of this country and that of the 
neighbouring province I I am far from 
wiihing to throw ridicule on the Caftili- 
ans, whofe virtues I efteem ; but they are 
filent and melancholy; they bear in their 
auftere and fallow vifages the marks of 
latitude and poverty. The Bifcayans have 

a dif- 
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adifferent complexion, and quite another air 
of countenance and charadter. Free, lively, 
and hofpitable ; they feem to enjoy their 
happinefs, and wiih to communicate it to 
thofe who come among them. I lhall long 
remember what happened to us at Villa- 
franca. We arrived there early, the wea
ther was fine, and we wandered on the 
outfide of the town, amufing ourfelves 
with obferving the varieties of its cul
tivation. Several groups of peafants in. 
different parts of the orchards engaged 
our attention ; we alfo excited theirs. A 
moment of mutual curiofity caufed us to 
approach each other. My travelling com
panion fpoke Spaniih with great facility; 
he knew, as well as myfelf, that that lan
guage bore no refemblance to that of 
the Bifcayans; but we could not imagine 
that in a province fo long fubjedted to 
Spain, the language of the fovereign was 
unknown : and that it was neceffary to 
have recourfe to the primitive tongue. 
We gave thefe good people to underhand 
that we wiihed to tafte their fruit. They
» -J
immediately ftrpye who Ihould be the 

firft
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firft to oblige us ; our hands were foon 
filled, and we were ftrongly folicited to 
fill our pockets alio. Some of the pea- 
fants went to procure us fowl and freili 
eggs ; we had great difficulty in prevent
ing them from being offended at our 
refufal, and regretted we had no other in
terpreter than our looks and geftures. We 
were obliged, at laft, to leave them ; but 
as we had rambled without diredting our 
fteps to any particular place, and were 
unable, without a guide, to find the way 
back to our inn, our benefadtors now 
caufed us fome embarraffment, as each 
wiihed to become our guide. Thofe 
whofe fervices were not accepted, kept, 
for a long time, their eyes fixed upon us. 
They could not but eafily difcover that 
we were furprized at their hofpitality. 
We left them fome marks of our acknow
ledgment, which they received in fuch a 
manner as proved to us the difinterefted- 
nefs of the reception we had met with. 
We feemed to quit thofe amiable natives 
of the South-fea iilands, whom Meffrs. 
pook and Bougainville have taught us to 

love. 
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love, and yet we were not twenty leagues 
from Bayonne.

Thefe Bifcayans, who are fo different 
in their language and appearance from 
the Caitilians, are not lefs fo in the con- 
ftitution of their country. Their pro
vince is confidered, in many refpedts, as 
beyond the Spaniih frontiers. Except a 
few reftridtions, all merchandize enters, 
and is never examined but at the interior 
limits. The province has other privileges 
of which the people are very jealous, 
but fo precarious a poffeffion is liberty, 
that thefe have recently been more than 
once attacked. The moil moderate govern
ment fuffers with regret the lhackles with 
which liberty confines its authority. If 
the king be in want of a certain number 
of foldiers or bailors, he notifies his wifhes 
to the province, and the people find the 
inoft eafy means of furniihing their con
tingency. The taxes which they pay have 
the name and form of free gifts (donative) 
The monarch, by his minifter of finances, 
requites a certain fum, the demand is dif- 

cuffed 
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cuffed by the fiâtes, and, as it may be 
imagined, is always acquiefced in. They 
then levy the fum upon the different cities 
and communities, according to a regifter, 
which, like that of the tailles in France, 
fuffers frequent modifications. There is 
one advantage derived from this mode of 
levying ; the impoil being paid from the 
city grants, individuals are not expofed 
either to feizure or conilraint. It there
fore feems, in the firfl point of view, that 
Bifcay taxes itfelf; and, for want of the 
reality, the inhabitants cherifh this iha- 
dow, to which, for fome years pail, they 
have made real lacrifices. The free com
merce of Spanifh America might be ex
tended to their ports, if the Bifcayans 
would allow the neceffary duties to be 
there paid ; but they look upon cuftom- 
houfe officers as the creatures of defpotifm, 
and their jealoufy rejects the proffered 
benefits of the fovereign. They can make 
no commercial expedition to America, 
without preparing for it in a neighbour
ing port, and the moil induilrious people 
of Spain, the moft experienced in navi

gation, 
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gation, and the beft iituated for fuch a 
commerce, facrifice a part of thefe ad
vantages to that of preferving fome fmall 
remains of liberty. Thus, before the war 
which gave independence to Britifh Ame
rica, all the inhabitants of one of the pro
vinces engaged themfelves, by an oath, 
not to eat lamb, in order to increafe the 
growth of wool, with the intention of 
rendering ufelefs the manufadlures of the 
mother country.

In fadt, the Bifcayans have had from 
the beginning of the prefent century an. 
advantage over the Spaniards, relative to 
the commerce of America. The company 
of Caracas, known alfo by the name of 
that of Guipufcoa, had warehoufes upon 
the coail, and made voyages from one 
of their ports ; but this company has lately- 
been unfortunate, on which account go
vernment has determined to relieve it 
fiom a burden, which from circumitances 
became highly inconvenient. Exempted 
theiefcie from contributing to the expences 
of government, its commerce may be re

newed
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newed with the colony of Caracas, without 
having reafon to fear, for many years, 
thofe competitors who have been permited 
the fame liberty of traffic.

Bifcay is remarkable for its roads, cul
tivation, and privileges, but more par
ticularly for the induftry of its inha
bitants. This is chiefly exercifed upon 
iron, the principal production of the pro
vince. In order to improve this manu
facture, the Bifcayans have recourfe to 
foreign correfpondence, public leCtures, 
and travelling. At Bergara there is a pa
triotic fchool, where metallurgy is taught 
by the moil able profeflors. Students in 
chymiftry have been fent to Sweden and 
Germany, where they have acquired, as 
well in the bowels of the earth as in the 
ihops of manufacturers, fuch know
ledge as has already been profitable to 
their country for this word is not a 
vain found in Bifcay. The inhabitants, 
feparated by their fituation, language, and 
privileges, weak as they are, and confined 
within narrow limits, are called by Na

ture 
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ture and Policy to feel the fpirit of pa
triot ifm, and are obedient to the call. 
This noble fentiment produced the fchool 
of Bergara, where the nobility of the 
country are brought up at the expence 
of the Rates ; and, not long ago, the fame 
patriotifm has given new employment to 
the induftry of the Bifcayans by digging 
the port of Deva.

There are feveral other fuch harbours 
upon their coafts, which merit the traveller’s 
attention. Bilboa, the capital of Bifcay, pro
perly fo called, has one where commerce 
is in the moil flouriihing ftate, and whence 
an intercourfe is maintained with France, 
Holland, and England. I did not vifit 
this city, it being too far from the great 
road from Bayonne to Madrid, but I made 
a little cii cuit to go to two other nearer 
ports. I left the great road at Arnani, to 
ciofs by a fine road the mountains which 
feparate it from the fea. From their tops 
*s feen the little city of St. Sebaftian, 
which is joined to the Continent by a nar
row neck of low land. The port, if an 

arti- 
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artificial li arbour can be fo called, is very 
narrow, and adapted, by moles, for fifteen 
or twenty veffels, which are there placed 
as in fo many drawers. It is iheltered 
by an eminence, on which the ruins of 
an old caftle are difcovered. From St. 
Sebaftian I kept along the fea coaft, tra
velling over mountains that lurround a 
bay called the Port of the Pafage, and which 
refembles rather a great pond than a 
gulph of the ocean. As foon as I ar
rived at the inner confines, I was befet 
by a troop of female Bifcayans, who fpoke 
to me with fome vehemence, without my 
underftanding a word of what they ut
tered. I was for fome time embarraffed to 
difcover the intention of this feemin^ 
banditti; and muft confefs, that had not 
a little ihame prevented me, I ihould 
have ihewn fome marks of fear. They 
foon, however, became more calm, and 
by fome words, almoil: French, I under
Rood that thefe rivals difputed with each 
other the good fortune of carrying me 
over to the other fide of the harbour. I 
recovered from my alarm, and threw the 

apple
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apple to the prettied of the women. It 
was not an apple of difcord; ihe who had 
obtained the preference, modeftly enjoyed 
her triumph, without fo much as exciting 
envy. Notwithftanding the prefence of 
my amiable boat-woman, the fpace I had 
to crofs appeared to be about half aleague ; 
at length I arrived at the little town of the 
Paffage, built in the very narrow fpace be
tween the mountains and the harbour; and 
climbed up to the caftle, which commands 
its narrow entrance. From this caftle there 
is, on one fide, a view of the fpacious ba- 
fon, and, on the other, of the open fea.

It is from the Port of the Paffage that 
the company of Guipufcoa fits out veffels 
for the coaft of Caracas. After having 
admired the lingular form of this harbour, 
one of the largeft and, perhaps, the fafeft 
in Europe, I returned to St. Sebaftian, and 
again entered the road to Vittoria.

This city, the capital of the province 
of Alava, one of the three of Bifcay, is 
leen as we defcend from the mountains ;

Vox.. I. c it
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it hands in the middle of a well cultivated 
plain, abounding in villages ; the town is 
ill built, and the ftreets badly contrived; 
it, however, exhibits the appearance of 
activity and induftry. As I palled through 
it, I obferved a fquare newly begun, which 
at my return was compleatly finiihed. 
Each fide contains nineteen arcades, and 
one of the fronts of' which is that of the 
town or maniion-houfe. The pillars are 
of the Tufcan order. This edifice, not
withstanding fome defects, would be an 
ornament to a city more confiderable than 
that of Vittoria : the plan was not given 
by a foreign architect, but by M. Olarvide, 
a native of Vittoria. There is a pleafure in 
feeing a citizen dedicate his talents to the 
embellifhment of his native country, in 
which he has improved them. This is 
no lefs natural than pleafing ; why there
fore fhould it be thought extraordinary ?

Five leagues beyond the Vittoria, the 
Ebro, which divides the town of Miranda 
into two unequal parts, the principal of 
which is that on the left bank, makes its 
appearance. This river is one of thofe 

ob-
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objects aggrandized by the magic colours 
of hiftory, and is found much inferior to 
the reputation it lias acquired. It is true 
that at Miranda it is near its fource, which 
is at the feet of the mountains of thè 
kingdom of Leon ; but although it for
merly ferved as a boundary to the con- 
quefts of Charlemagne^ it has not hitherto 
been made navigable. It rèmains for thé 
prefent firft minifter to realize a projeét, 
thé execution of which would, as it is 
prefumed, give new life to Navarre, Ar- 
ragon, and Catalonia. In the year 1785^ 
the famous canal of Arragon began to 
juftify the hopes which had been enter
tained of it fince the reign of Charles V. 
Some fmall veffels from Tudela arrived at 
Saragoffa, where they were received with 
the molt lively demonftrations of joy and 
gratitude.

Don Ramon Pignatèlli did not think 
he derogated from the dignity of an eccle- 
fiaitic, nor from that of his illuftrious 
birth, in devoting his ftudies to the fer- 
vice of his country. He prefides over this 
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undertaking, which, when accompliihed, 
will open a new conveyance to the pro
ductions of Arragon, one of the provinces 
of Spain, the moft favoured by Nature, 
and yet one of the leaft productive rela
tively to its extent. Two canals, that of 
Tauite and the Imperial Canal, both of 
which begin in Navarre, and have the 
fame depth of water, run in various 
windings through Arragon, and by turns 
recede from or approach the Ebro, till 
they, at length, fall into it. Thefe ftreams 
are the fources of induftry to all the dif- 
triCts through which they flow, and ren
der their fields fertile by their fructifying 
waters. The country of Arragon is al
ready planted with thoufands of olive and 
other trees. The cities and towns which 
formerly were condemned to drought and 
fcarcity, are now fupplied with fifh and 
water from thefe canals. The rivers 
which from the north of Navarre and 
Arragon, formerly emptied their waters 
into the Ebro, will contribute to the 
flouriihing condition of the countries they 
have hitherto ufelefsly watered, as foon

as 
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as the Ebro can receive the merchandize 
they bring. This undertaking has been 
effected by labours, which deferve no 
lefs admiration than that excited by the 
wonders of the canal of Languedoc. Be
bdes the dykes, banks, and iluices, with 
the larger and fmaller bridges, which the 
two canals in their courfe rendered necef- 
fary ; there has been conftruCled in the 
vally of Riojalon an aqueduCl feven hun
dred and ten fathoms in length, and fe- 
venteen feet thick at the bafe, in which 
the little river runs.

Let us now quit the banks of the 
Ebro, and enter Caftile ; for we have not 
yet reached its fpacious plains. On leav
ing Miranda, I difcovered the rocks of 
Pancorvo, which have a moft piCturefque 
appearance, and have already e'xercifed 
the pencil of feveral travellers. The vil
lage of Pancorvo, three leagues from Mi
randa, is buried, if I may fo fay, among 
the rocks. They fcarcely leave a narrow 
paifage for the great road, which is over- 
fhaded by their threatening fummits. Five 
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leagues farther on, we pafs through the 
fmall city of Bribiefca, enclofed by a wall 
which has four gates, placed at equal dis
tances. The inhabitants are not opulent, 
but appear to be active. On leaving Bri
biefca to go to Burgos, we meet with two 
fteep hills ; and here to quiet our fears, 
it is neceflary to have an unlimited confi
dence in the docility and fure-footednefs 
of the mules, and the care of their drivers. 
Near Burgos the road becomes tolerable. 
This city, the capital of old Caftile, is 
very agreeably fituated ; the greateft part pf 
it is on the right of the Arlancon, over 
which there are three bridges. That river 
defcrifies an arch of a circle round Burgos, 
and on the other fide is a hill, upon which 
there ft ill remain fome ruins of an old fort. 
T he Arlancon embellishes and fertjlifes all 
the environs ; it renders flourilhing the 
plantations which ferve as public walks, 
waters the verdant meadows, and waihes 
the walls of two remarkable edifices, fitu? 
ated below the city ; the firft is the monafi 
tery de las Huelgas, a convent of nuns, the 
abbeis of which has confiderable privileges;

the 
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the other is the Hopital del Rey, the Royal 
or King’s Hofpital, remarkable for the ex
treme cleanlinefs preferved in it, and the 
healthinefs of its fituation. The moil 
polifhed nations might take example from 
the Spaniards with refpedt to tfieie chari
table foundations. A cruel prejudice has 
not yet made them fear that the wretched 
lhould there find themfelves fufficiently 
comforted to fee, without repugnance, 
this afylum open to their mifery.

There is nothing remarkable in Burgos 
except its cathedral, one of the moft mag
nificent and the belt preferved of the an
cient Gothic edifices. The traveller is 
not a little ftirprized at finding in one 
of the chapels a picture by Michael An
gelo Buonarotti, reprefenting the Virgin 
dreffing the infant Jefus, who is Handing 
upon a table. The noble air which Mi
chael Angelo gave to his figures is very 
obfervable in thefe, as is alfo the ftrength 
and correftnefs of defign, to which he 
frequently facrificed grace. The cathedral 
is at the cxtrepiity of the city, almoft op- 

C 4 polite
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polite to one of the three bridges over 
the Arlancon. On the other fide of the 
fame bridge is a fuburb, where, as through
out the kingdom of Spain, is a miracu
lous image known by the name of Santo 
Cbrijlo de Burgos. It is kept in a dark 
chapel, perfumed with incenfe, and full 
of ex voto’s and filver lamps, and into 
which perfons are introduced in a manner 
io myfterious, as to have fomething awful 
even to thofe who are no ways inclined 
to fuperftition. As foon as the curious are 
within the chapel, and on their knees, 
the wax tapers of the altar, on which the 
crucifix Hands, are lighted. The crucifix 
is concealed behind three curtains, that 
are drawn one after the other with a 
ftudied flownefs, which ftill adds to the 
religious folemnity. Simple people believe 
that its beard grows. Devotees attribute 
to it many miracles, but impartial eyes 
can difcover in it nothing extraordinary.

The Arlancon again prefents itfelf to 
view on leaving Burgos, and is fcarcely 
ever loft fight of in any part of the road

to

25 
to Villadrigo ; a very agreeable village, 
to the right of the river, at the bottom 
of a vaft plain, tolerably cultivated, and 
lefs deftitute of trees than the reft of 
Caftile.

We next perceive the Pifuerga, a little 
river which runs from north to fouth, and 
the waters of which it was intended fhould 
be made to fupply the canal of Caftile, 
projected and begun in the preceding 
reign. This projeét was afterwards almoft 
abandoned, to the great prejudice of old 
Caftile, which only waits for fuch an open
ing for the fale and increafe of its produc
tions. The canal was to begin at Segovia, 
and following the courfe of the Erefma, 
which falls into the Duero, to be conti
nued as far north as Reynofa, receiving 
horn the little rivers, in its paffage, the 
tiibute of their waters. Reynofa is but 
twenty leagues from Saint-Ander, a fea- 
port, where all the merchandize exported 
from old Caftile is fllipped. A road, which 
will be deftroyed before the canal is finiihed, 

has
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has been made to facilitate a communi
cation by land.

Continuing our way along the banks 
of the Pifuerga, which has led me into 
this digreflion, and after having palled 
two fteep hills, the feet of which are 
waihed by the river, we arrive at Quintana 
de la Puente, near to a bridge of eighteen 
arches, and Torquemada, one of the moil 
dirty and wretched towns in Spain. The 
Pifuerga is again to be crolfed here over 
a bridge of twenty-fix arches, and which 
has lately been almoft wholly rebuilt. 
Were it not for this river, the banks of 
which are extremely pleafant, and em- 
belliihed at fmall diftances by groups of 
trees, nothing could be more dull and 
lefs varied than the road from Villadrigo 
to Duennas. Before we arrive at the latter 
town, which hands upon rather a fteep 
hill, by the fide of the Pifuerga, which 
in this place receives the river of Carrion 
we fee on the left the great monaftery of 
St. Ifidro, and on the fide oppofite, anew 
road, begun in 1784, by the governor 

of 

çf Palencia, whofe refidence is but two 
leagues from Duennas. It was made at 
the expence of the neighbouring commu
nities, and may ferve as a model in any 
country. This, like many other modern 
works, proves that in Spain, as well as 
other countries, a love for the public 
good, and an active d-ifpoiition, may un
dertake any thing for general utility, pro
vided the means employed to effeét it be 
not oppreffive.

From the hills of Duennas, the coun
try is quite flat and naked to Valladolid, 
a confiderable city, fituated near the Pifu
erga, and on the banks of the Efquava, a 
fmall river, upon which are eftablifhed a 
few walking places for the wool of the. 
neighbouring country. Valladolid is well 
peopled, and feems lively enough, efpe- 
cially at the fair which is held towards 
the end of September, but the ftreets are 
fo dirty as to be dilgufting both to the fight 
and Imell; people however may, no doubt, 
accuftom themfelves to this inconvenience 
as well as to many others.

Several
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Several of the churches of Valladolid, 
thofe efpecially of the Dominicans and of 
San Benito, are elegant, agreeable to the 
Spaniih tafte, that is handfome and full 
of altars richly gilt. They moreover con
tain fome tombs of white marble, admi
rably fculptured. The fculptures, as well 
in coloured wood as in marble, in detached 
groups or bas relief, may be traced back 
to the revival of the arts in Spain ; an 
epocha which produced Juan de Juni, 
Berruguete, Becerra, and others, who 
would do honour to more enlightened 
ages.

The cathedral of Valladolid engaged 
my attention. This, even towards the 
end of the year 1785, was but an enor
mous mafs of dark-coloured ftone, with
out the leaft ornament. The pilafters 
round the nave are of the Doric order, the 
proportions of which are obferved with the 
greateft accuracy. The cathedral may in 
time be embellifhed by art, but it will be 
impoffible to remove a ftriking defeét, 
which is that on entering, a high wall 

behind 
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behind the choir is the firft object that 
prefents itfelf to view, and hides the reft 
of the church. I was ftill more aftonifhed 
at not finding in Valladolid, a great city, 
the refidence of a biihop and chapter, the 
feat of an univerfity, one of the fix great 
colleges of the kingdom, and one of the 
two lupreme tribunals of Spain, any fuch 
thing as a map or chart to be fold, 
nor a Angle copy of Don Quixot. But 
in amends, there are convents in great 
plenty. At one end of Valladolid is an 
enormous fquare, called the Campo-Grande, 
fiom which are feen thirteen others.

Valladolid is not wholly without ma- 
nuiadtures, fome fluffs and courfe cloths 
are made there from the wool of the 
flieep which are kept in the neighbour
hood. Theie are alfo gold and filver- 
fmiths, and one ftreet is entirely inhabited 
y jewellers. This is very lively and full 

01 bufinefs, as are all the others which 
terminate in the great fquare.

Olmedo,
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Olmedo is feparated from Valladolid by 
eight leagues of fandy foil. In all thi3 
diftance there is no other verdure to bd 
feen than that of a dull foreft of pines, 
at firft to the left of the road which after
wards paffes through it. Valdeftillas is half 
way, and a league farther on wb pafs the 
Duero over a handfome bridge, to.the right 
of which there are fome houfps under 
ground, and detached vaults, in which the 
wine made in that part of the country is 
kept.

Olmedo is feated upon an eminence, in 
the middle of a plain, which appears al- 
moft unbounded on every fide, except to 
the north-eaft, in which direction are feed 
fome barren hills. This city, which was 
formerly ftrong, is ftill partly enclofed by1 
thick walls three quarters of a league in 
extent. It has very few inhabitants or 
manufactures, and its whole internal ap
pearance announces its decay. I will 
mention but one caufe which will alfo be a 
proof of its prefent ruinous condition« 
There are ftill feven parifhes and as many 

con- 
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convents. A few bricks are made in or 
near the town, and the inhabitants feed 
hogs and turkeys. There are fome vine
yards in the neighbourhood, and a few 
kitchen gardens under the ancient walls. 
Thefe conftitute all the riches of Ol
medo.

Segovia is eleven leagues from Olmedo. 
The country round this city is the moil 
baiien, poor and depopulated part of all 
Caftile. We pafs through fome towns, 
fuch as Santa Maria de Nieva, and Giufti, 
and perceive the turrets of the caftle of 
Segovia and the fteeple of the cathedral at 
a confiderable diftance. The traveller buf
fers much from impatience before he ar
rives at this city; he has feveral circuits 
to make with many painful and tedious 
efforts before he has climbed, as it were, 
up to the fquare of Segovia.

• ’ ■ • . • < .> A .> L
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alted and delighted. He forgets the parched 
and barren country he has paffed through, 
and of which he will find a continuation 
on leaving Segovia, becaufe he is wholly 
intent on the fine profpedts by which he 
is furrounded.

Let us now enter this city which for
merly was famous on feveral accounts, and 
notwithftanding its dirtinefs, and thefmall 
number of its inhabitants, is ftill notunwor
thy the attention of the traveller. Its prin
cipal edifices are the cathedral and the 
caftle or Alcazar.

The cathedral is a mixture of the go
thic and moorilh architecture. The in- 
fide is very fpacious and of majeftic fim- 
plicity. The windows are well difpofed, 
and the great altar has been lately deco
rated with the fineft Grenadian marble. 
It is to be regretted that in this cathedral, 
as well as in moft others of Spain, the choir 
is placed in the middle of the nave.

The
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The Alcazar of Segovia, formerly the 

refidence of the Gothic kings, is a well 
preferved edifice. Within thefe few 
years a military fchool has been eila- 
bliihed in it, for young gentlemen in
tended for the artillery. Their educa
tion in every particular does the greateil 
honour to the perfon who prefides 
over it, the Count de Lacy, infpector 
general of the department.

The Alcazar was for a long time made 
ufe of as a prifon for the crews of the 
barbary corfairs who fell into the hands 
of the Spaniards. It was impoffible to 
fee, without compaffion, thofe robuit 
Moors, condemned to a painful idle- 
nefs, and devoting themfelves to feden- 
tary employments. They were however 
never treated with rigour, and the court 
of Spain has reftored them to their 
country fince the Spaniih monarch has 
formed connexions with the Emperor.

But nothing is more worthy the at
tention of curiofity at Segovia, than the 

D aque-
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aquedudt which the fmgular fituation 
of the city renders neceflary. Segovia is 
built upon two hills, and the valley by 
which they are feparated ; it befides ex
tends confiderably in every direction.

This pofition made it very difficult 
for a part of the citizens to be fup- 
plied with water. The difficulty was 
removed, according to the learned, in 
the reign of Trajan, by an aquedudb, 
which until this day is one of the moil 
aftoniihing, and the beft preferved, of 
the Roman works. It begins on a level 
with the rivulet it receives, and is, at 
fir ft, fupported by a fingle line of arches 
three feet high; it runs by a gentle 
afcent to the fummit of a hill on the 
other fide of the city, and appears to 
become more elevated in proportion as 
the ground over which it is extended 
declines. At its higheft part is has the 
appearance of a bridge boldly thrown 
over a prodigious abyfs. It has two 
branches which form an obtufe angle, 
relatively to the city. It is at this an- 

gle
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gle that it becomes really awful. Two 
rows of arches rife majeftically one 
above the other, and the fpeCtator 
feels fome impreffion of fear in com
paring their Render bafe with their 
amazing height. Its folidity, which 
has braved upwards of iixteen centuries, 
feems inexplicable on clofely obferv- 
ing the fimplicity of its conftruclion. 
It is compofed of fquare ftones, placed 
one upon another, without any exte
rior appearance of cement, though we 
cannot now be certain whether they 
were really united without this aid, by 
being cut and placed with peculiar art, 
or whether the cement has been de- 
ftroyed by time. It is with regret we 
fee wretched houfes reared againft the 
pillars of the arcades, feeking in thefe 
durable ruins, a fupport for their weak- 
nefs; and, in return for this benefit, 
degrading a monument which even 
time has refpeCted ; but thefe fcarcely 
life to a third of the height of the aque
duct, and ferve, at leaft, to give an 
appearance of a greater projection tp 

D 2 its
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its aweful mafs. A fmall ill-built con.“ 
vent has been erected behind the angle 
which forms the two branches. But 
what nation has not been guilty of 
like profanations ? Let thofe of my 
countrymen, whofe indignation may 
be excited by this, remember the am
phitheatre at Nimes.

It is needlefs to obferve that the 
houfes near which this beneficent 
aquedudt paffes, lay it under contri
bution on paying a certain duty, and that 
it was of the greateft utility to the 
houfes, formerly much more numerous 
than at prefent, in which the wools of 
Segovia were waihed and dyed.

The wools, however, have loft no
thing of their goodnefs. The beft in 
Spain are thofe of the diftridts of Se
govia, thofe of the country of Buytrago, 
feven or eight leagues eaft of Segovia, 
thofe of Pedraza to the north ; and to
wards theDouro, thofe of Avilla and Leon. 
The accounts which I received in 'Spain 

during 
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during the eighteen years I refided m 
that kingdom, enabled me to form a 
judgment of Spaniih wool. I lhall only 
prefent my reader with the moft inte- 
refting refults of my enquiries.

In the firft place, it is an almoft uni- 
verfal opinion, although combated by 
feveral well informed perfons, that the 
wools of Spain do not fo much owe 
their finenefs and quality to the tem
perature of the climate or the nature of 
the foil on which the iheep are bred, 
as the cuftom of driving the flocks to 
different parts of the country. Two 
obfervations, well fupported, will, per
haps, be fufficient to invalidate this opi
nion. The firft is, that in Eftramadura 
there are flocks of iheep which are 
never driven to any other place, yet 
there is no fenfible difference between 
their wool and that of thofe which are 
almoft conftantly in motion ; the le- 
cond is, that even in the environs 
of Segovia, there are fmall flocks 
which are never driven thence, and

D 3 their
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their wool is as fine as that of thofe 
which are. I have been allured by the 
people of this diftridt, that of the twen
ty arrobes of fine wool grown there, near 
a third was produced by the flationary 
flocks. Whence therefore is derived the 
cuftom, fo troublefome in various re- 
fpedts, of driving feveral millions of 
fheep all over Spain*?  From that 
which caufes, propagates and eflablifhes 
abufes, from the private interefl of 
the great, which, in Spain, gave birth 
to the ruinous privileges of the Mefta. 
This is a company of great proprietors

* In the fixteenth century the travelling fheep 
were eftimated at feven millions : under Philip the 
Third, the number was diminifhed to two millions 
and a half. Uftarizz who wrote at the beginning 
of this century, made it amount to four millions. 
The general opinion is, that at prefent it does not 
exceed five millions. If to this number the eight 
millions of flationary fheep be added, it will make 
nearly thirteen million of animals, all managed con
trary to the true interefls of Spain, for the advan
tage of a few individuals. For the proprietors of 
flationary flocks alfo have privileges, which greatly 
refemble thofe of the members of the Melia,

of 
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of flocks, compofed of rich religious 
communities, grandees of Spain, and 
opulent individuals, who find their ac
count in.feeding their fheep at the ex
pence of the public in every feafon of 
the year, and who, by impolitic laws 
and regulations, have given fandlion to 
a cuftom which neceflity firfl efla- 
blifhed.

The mountains of Soria and Segovia, 
condemned to flerility by the climate, 
foil, and the fteepnefs of their fides, 
were formerly the afylum of fome 
neighbouring flocks. At the approach 
©f winter the place was no longer tena
ble. The fheep fought, in the circum
jacent plains, more temperate air. Their 
mailers foon changed this permiflion 
into a right, and united themfelves by an 
afiociation. This company in time be
came augmented by the addition of 
others, who, having acquired flocks, 
were defirous of enjoying the fame prF 
vileges. The theatre was extended in 
proportion as the adlors became more 

D 4 nume-
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numeious, and, by degrees, the pe
riodical excm lions of the flocks Avere 
.extended to the plains of Eftramadura, 
where the climate was more temperate 
and pafturage in plenty.

When the abufe began to appear in
tolerable, it had already taken deep root, 
and affedred the intereft of the molt 
powerful citizens. The confequence is, 
that for more than a century, there has 
been a continued ftruggle between the 
company of the Metta on one part, and 
the loveis of public good on the other. 
If a traveller paiTes through Spain in 
the month of Odfober, when the iheep 
irafhumantes *,  arrive in great numbers 
in and about the plains of Eftramadura 
and Andalufia ; or in the month of 
May, when they return towards the 
mountains of old Caftile ; let him be 
informed that thefe animals have the 
light of pafturage on every common in 
their way, that the laws annex a breadth

The Spanifh name for the travelling iheep.

of 
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of ninety varas * to the road by which 
they pals ; that the paftures which are 
referved for them in Eftramadura are 
rented at a very moderate rate, and that 
the proprietors have for a long time 
vainly folicited an augmentation of price ; 
and if he be a Frenchman and pretend 
to the leaft philofophy, he will not fail 
to exclaim againft fuch abfurdities and 
barbarous ignorance, forgetting that in 
his own country, a Spanilh traveller 
would have reafon to be ftill more fur- 
prifed at the multiplicity of our cuftoms, 
at the ftrange and complex adminiftra- 
tion of our finances, and at the fhameful 
inequality which fubfifts between the 
taxes and privileges of two neighbouring 
piovinces, one of which pays an enor
mous price for fait, at the fame time that 
the other obtains it at a very triflin«- ex
pence.

The Spanifh vara is to the ell of France as £ to 
1 ; ninety varas therefore make about fortv toifes or 
fathoms.

The
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The Spaniard would exclaim, from his 
poil-chaife, What little progrefs has 
this vain and trifling nation made in the 
art of government ! Why are not the 
laws, weights and meafures the fame in 
every part of the kingdom ? Why do 
not its miniiters eftablilh a general and 
equal impoil ; which might fo eafily be 
eflfedted ? A Angle word from them would 
be fufficient. On the other hand, the 
Frenchman would afk, Why the too 
great number of iheep was not diminifh- 
ed, or at leail circumfcribed within more 
narrow bounds ? Alas ! my dear fellow
citizen, fatigue not your imagination in 
feeking the means of delivering our allies 
from the ill confequences of this error. 
Well informed people of that nation 
(for of fuch there are many, notwith- 
ilanding what you may fay or think to 
the contrary) have confidered this fub- 
jedl before you. Read what has lately 
been written upon it by the Count de 
Campomanes, Don Antonio Ponz, and 
before them by Arriquibar, Lernela, 
Uilariz, and the laughing philofopher 

Cervantes, 
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Cervantes; who, under the veil of plea- 
fantry, has given fuch wife teflons to man
kind, and more efpecially to his fellow
citizens. But that which to you appears 
fo eafy to eradicate is connedled with many 
circumilances with which you are unac
quainted. Without repeating what we 
have faid concerning the influence of per
lons of wealth and power, who in every 
Country have atall times been thegreatefl 
obftacles to ufeful reforms, let us con- 
fidei the reafon why the feeding of fheep 
is preferred to agriculture. Within the 
laft hundred years the value of wool has 
doubled, whilft grain, the cultivation of 
which requires fo much labour and is fo 
precarious, has fcarcely rifen at all in 
price. Ten thoufand head of fheep pro
duce communibus annis, two thoufand 
arrobes or five hundred weight of wool: 
If we eflimate the arrobe of wool at a 
hundred rials, or twenty-five livres,rthefe 
ten thoufand fheep will produce fifty 
thoufand livies, (above two thoufand 
pounds) from which, indeed the expence 
of feeding, that of travelling, the rent of 

their
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their winter paftures, ihepherds wages, 
and other trifling expences, mutt be 
deducted, but which leaves a neat pro
duce fufficiently confiderable to render 
this kind of property very valuable. With 
refpedt to the cuftom of making the 
fheep travel, it muft be obferved, that 
befides its being fanftioned by the laws, 
and having acquired by long cuftom the 
nature of a property, feveral circum- 
ftances confpire not only to excufe it, 
but even, perhaps, to render it neceffary. 
The number of fheep muft be diminiihed, 
or fome of them muft wander. Thofe 
which during the fine feafon of the year, 
feed upon the mountains of Segovia, 
Soria, Cuenca and Buytrago, would ip 
winter periih with hunger; and whepe 
can a better afylum be found for them 
than in Eftramadura, a province badly 
peopled, not rich, and where pafturage 
is the only refource ?

How would it be poflible befides to per- 
fuade the proprietors of flocks voluntarily 
to renounce a property eafily managed, 

and 
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and of which the almoft certain produce 
finds an inexhauftible market in manu
facturing countries, where the wools of 
Spain are fo eagerly bought up ? It muft 
however be allowed that the Spaniards 
might ftill reap greater advantage from 
this commerce. The French, Dutch, 
and Englilh go to Bilboa and Saint Ander 
in fearch of the wools of Segovia and 
Leon. They do not even leave to the 
natives the commiffion upon the fales. 
They purchafe the wool from the ihep
herds, and get it wafhed at their own 
expence. Of a million of arrobes *,  
which Spain annually gathers of fine 
wool, more than five hundred thoufand 
are exported wafhed, and a lefier quan
tity in thegreafe. The duties upon this 
exportation, which it has not hitherto 
been thought proper to limit, are cal-

* The arrobe is twenty-five pounds. The middle 
price of the beft wools is from twenty-three to 
twenty-four livres (20s.) the arrobe in the greafe, 
upon which a duty of five livres ten fols (4s. 7d.) is 
paid on exportation. The wafhed artobe pays 
double the fum.

culated
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culated at about five millions of livres 
(about two hundred thoufand pounds) an
other reafon for not haftily endeavouring 
to remedy the abufes complained of by the 
patriots. Such a refource is not too eafily 
to be abandoned, without having an equi
valent at hand. But the government is 
ufing means to render the exportation of 
wool more profitable to the revenue, 
and to employ a greater quantity of it 
in the country. All common wools, of 
which the exportation is prohibited, are, 
and have for fome time been, worked up 
in Spain to cloath the foldiers and lower 
claifes of people,

Fine wools abe alfo made into cloth in 
feveral places, but no where better than 
at Guadalaxara, the manufactures of 
which I vifited towards the end of the 
year 1783. I obferved with fome furprize 
that the art of manufacturing wool had 
in feveral refpebts made a confiderable 
progrefs. I fay with furprife, becaufe 
I had fo often heard it aiferted, that the 
Spaniards underftood nothing of the mat

ter ; 
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ter ; that they knew neither how to card, 
fpin, weave, dye, mill nor calendar ; that 
their cloths were of a bad texture and 
wore very badly ; and that the price was 
exorbitant. How many prejudices of the 
fame nature vanifh upon impartial and 
careful examination I I fhall ftate but 
one fadt to pi'ove, that what is faid of 
the bad quality of the cloths of Spain is 
not univerfally true, and that the Spa
niards are in a fair way of wiping off all 
fimilar reproaches. I was ihewn at Gua
dalaxara pieces of fcarlet cloth, which 
for colour and quality, appeared to me 
worthy to be compared to the beft cloths 
of Julien. Thefe are worth thirty-nine 
livres (11. 12s. 6d.) an ell in the town 
where they are made, and according to 
the tarif in the manufacture of Guada
laxara, I obferved that the price of the 
fineft fcarlet was no more than from 
thirty to thirty one livres (25s. to 25s. 
lod.) an ell. On comparing other ar
ticles of the tarif, the fame difference 
appeared between the price of Spaniih 
cloths and thofe of France, but to the 

advan- 
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advantage of the former. What appears 
more furprifing is, that the manufactures 
for the king’s account were regulated 
with but little oeconomy, and that of 
Guadalaxara with ftill lefs. Since I was 
there fome alteration has been made, 
which will improve the operations, and 
be the means of reducing the price of 
the productions. This, however, was 
one of the moll complete manufactories 
any where to be met with ; it contained, 
within a fmall fpace, all the inftruments 
and machines neceflary for making cloth, 
except the thin fmooth paite-board 
which is put between the folds of a piece 
of cloth before it goes into the prefs ; 
this was imported from England, the 
reft was the production of the place, not 
even excepting the lhears with which 
cloths are ihorn. There were eighty 
looms for the cloths of the firft quality, 
properly called cloths of San Fernando, 
from the place where they were firft ma
nufactured ; a hundred for thofe of the 
fecond quality, and five hundred and 
fix for ferges, with which the Spaniards 

hope 
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hope to do in time without thofe of Eng
land *.  Thefe looms, contained in two 
buildings, employed three thoufandeight 
hundred and twenty-five perfons, all paid 
by the king -f, befides near forty thoufand 
difperfed over the countries of Mancha 
and the Caftiles, who fpun the wool in
tended to be manufactured at Guada
laxara. The oeconomical adminiftration 
excepted, I am of opinion that it would 
be difficult to find a manufacture better 
eftablifhed The city, wherein it is car
ried on, forms a ftr iking contraft with 
thofe in the neighbourhood. I faw not 
one beggar or idle perfon among the fif
teen or fixteen thoufand inhabitants it 
contains. Such is the advantage of ma
nufactures, and efpecially thofe of cloth;

* It was calculated at the time here referred to, 
*hat Spain annually paid to England two millions 
flerling for woollen articles alone.

f His catholic majefty furniihed from his treafury, 
for the fupport of this manufaitory, a hundred and 
fifty thoufand livres a month ; an exorbitant fum, 
which poffibly might not be returned by the fale of 
the cloths.

Vol. L E that
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that they afford many trifling employ
ments of which children and the aged and 
infirmare capable, Thefe are aids which 
the arts offer to weak or buffering hu
manity, to thofe whom nature feemed 
to have condemned to inutility and a 
burdenfome languor. We muff, how
ever relate the whole truth ; the Spa
niards in general confefs themfelves in
ferior in the arts of dying and milling 
their cloths; but as they poffefs the firft 
materials, as well for manufacturing as 
for dying, a few perfons /killed in thefe 
two arts would be fufficient to carry fe- 
veral of their manufactures to the greateft 
perfection, and the prefent government 
neglects no means to procure them.

Guadalaxara is alfo the only place in 
Spain where the famous cloths of Vi- 
gonia are made ; a valuable commodity 
which the reft of the globe mud envy 
Spanifh America *.  As this kind of 

cloth 

* The wool is obtained from the province of
Buenos-'
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cloth is not yet much in ufe, the manu
facture of it is not regularly continued. 
It is difficult even to procure a few ells of 
it, without having given for them a pre
vious order of fome months. Some of 
this cloth alfo is made for the king of 
Spain, who makes prefents of it to dif
ferent fovereigns. In 1782, his majefty 
fent twenty pieces to the grand feignior, 
immediately after the treaty which he 
had juft concluded with the Port. They 
were very well received ; and it was faid, 
on this occafion,tliat Spain would not be 
forry to give the Turks an inclination 
for their cloths. Manufacturing na
tions were a little alarmed at this, but 
perhaps without much reafon. The 
Spanifh government is too wife to un
dertake to rival thefe nations in fuch a 
commerce, until it is enabled, from its 
manufactures, to fupply the twenty mil
lions of fubjeCts in its own dominions. 
Spain knows how far file yet is from

Buenos-Ayres and from Peru; that of the firft is 
longer, but the other is more filky.

fuch 
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fucli a ftate of profperity. The manu
factory of Guadalaxara finds in that of 
Brifluega, at four leagues diftance, a kind 
of afliftant. The latter contains a hun
dred looms, all employed in weaving 
cloths of the firfl: quality.

Segovia, which has ever been famous 
for the goodnefs of its wool, was formerly 
not lefs fo for the number and perfection 
of its manufactures. It is fallen from 
its ancient fplendour to a degree afflict
ing to every friend of his country. In 
1785, the number of looms did not ex
ceed two hundred and fifty.

The moil confiderable of its manufac
tories was that of Ortiz, eitabliihed in 
1779, under the name of The Royal Ma
nufactory ; the king allows a certain 
fum to be employed in it. Ortiz furniih- 
ed employment, in 1785, for three thou- 
fand perfons in Segovia and the environs, 
and had fixty-three looms at work, in 
which cloths of every quality, from pieces, 
which according to the ordinances, con

tain 
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tain two thoufand threads, to thofe of 
four thoufand, were manufactured. The 
idlenefs of the inhabitants of that city 
was the only obftacle to an induftry which 
might otherwife have been confiderable, 
the privileges by which the miniiter wilhed 
to encourage the firft undertakings are 
not burthenfome to the reft of the ma
nufacturers. They all fell in compe
tition at a price by no means exorbitant. 
The deareft cloths in the month of Sep
tember, 1785, coft no more than ninety 
rials a vara, which is nearly thirty-one 
livres ten fols (26s. 3d.) an ell.

Ideas may be formed of every thing 
relative to the Spanifh iheep and their 
precious fpoils, without going far from

It is in the neighbouring mountains 
that a part of the wandering iheep feed 
during the fine feafon. They leave them 
in the month of October, pafs over thofe 
which feparate the two Caftiles, crofs 
New Caftile and difperfe themfelves in 

E 3 the
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the plains of Eftramadura and Andalufia. 
For fome years part thofe of the two 
Caftiles, which are within reach of 
the Sierra-Morena, go thither to pafs 
the winter; which, in that part of Spain, 
is more mild : the length of their day’s 
journey is in proportion to the pafture 
they meet with. They travel in flocks 
from a thoufand to twelve hundred in 
number, under theconduót of two ihep- 
herds; one of whom is called the Ma

yor al, the other the Zagal. When 
arrived at the place of their deftination, 
they are diftributed in the paftures pre- 
vioufly affigned them. They return in 
the month of April ; and whether it be 
habit or natural inftinét that draws them 
towards the climate, which at this feafon 
becomes moil proper for them, the in
quietude which they manifeft might, 
in cafe of need, ferve as an almanack to 
their conductors.

While on their return, in the month 
of May, they are thorn, an operation of 
eonfiderable magnitude in Spain, be- 

caufe
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caufe there it is performed in great build
ings contrived fo as to receive whole 
flocks of forty, fifty and fometimes fixty 
thoufand iheep *.  The harveft and vint
age in corn and wine countries are not fea- 
fons of greater feftivity. The iheep- 
iheering is a time of rejoicing, both to 
the owner and workmen. The latter 
are divided into claffes, each of which 
has its diftinCt employment. A hundred, 
and twenty-five workmen are neceflary 
to every thoufand iheep. Each iheep 
produces four forts of wool, more or lefs 
fine according to the part from whence it 
is taken. In the neighbourhood of Se-

* Each flock, belonging to one proprietor, is called 
a cavana, which is pronounced cavanya ; they 
take the name of their proprietors. The moil 
numerous cavanas are thofe of Bejar and Ne- 
gretti, each of which conflit of flxty thoufand iheep. 
In that of the Efcurial, one of the moft famous, 
there are fifty thoufand. Prejudice or cuftom 
gives a preference to the wool of one cavana to that 
of another. Thus, for inftance, no wools, except 
thofe of the cavanas of Nigretti, the Efcurial and 
Paular, are made ufe of at Guadalaxara.

E 4 g°via
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govia there are feveral {hearing houfes 
(Efyuileos\ One of the moil remarkable 
is that of Iturvieta.

When the {hearing is finiihed, the 
wool is made up in bags and fent to 
the fea ports, where it is {hipped with
out any other preparation, or to the 
walhing or {cowering places in different 
paits pf Caftile. There are feveral in 
the diflrict pf Segovia. I particularly 
examined one of the moil confiderable, 
that of Ortijofa, three leagues from St. 
Ildefonfo. I was there convinced that 
this operation, imperfedl as it appear^ 
at firil fight, becaufe foreign manu- 
fadlurers repeat it before they make ufe 
of the wool, fufficiently anfwers the 
intention, which is to preferve the wool, 
fo that it {hall not be poffible for the 
longeil voyage to alter its quality.

All the wool ufed in the royal manu-r 
facloiy of Guadalaxara is fcowered in 
this quarter. The quantity annually 
fcowered here is about forty thoufand 

arrobes 

arrobes (or five hundred ton) which 
by this operation is reduced to the half. 
The fituation could not have been better 
chofen ; it is very fpacious, and forms 
a kind of bafon, the inner divifions of 
which are meadows, on an eafy declivity, 
which terminate in a common center, 
and are open to the rays of the fun in 
every direction.

The wool is carried thither in the 
ilate it was when taken from the fheep : 
each fleece is as it was firil made up. 
In this form it is given to the Apar- 
tadores, who divide it into three heaps 
of different qualtities. They are fo ac- 
cuflomed to this bufmefs, which re
quires a long apprenticeihip, that they 
can tell, at firil fight, from what part of 
the animal each flock of wool has beep, 
taken. Thefe three forts thus fepa- 
rated are extended upon wooden hur
dles, where they are fpread, beaten and 
cleanfed from the dufl and dirt adhe-r 
ling to them; they are afterwards taken 
to the wailiing place.

As
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As foon as. the water in the great 
copper is on the point of boiling, it is 
let out by two great fpigots that open 
or ihut certain pipes by which it is con
veyed into three fquare wells, lined 
with hewn ftone, and about three or 
four feet deep. The hot water falls 
upon a bed of wool, which covers the 
bottom of the well. The wool thus 
difpofed is turned in every diredtion by 
three men. Each fort of wool is waihed 
feparately ; and, according to its finenefs, 
requires the water to be more or lefs 
heated.

After this firft operation, the wool is 
again fpread upon hurdles, to drain off 
the water, and with it the filth, which 
it has begun to diflolve. The coarfe locks 
are alfo feparated from the reft, and 
fold for the benefit of the fouls in pur
gatory; for, in Spain, religion is con
nected with every thing. The Spa
niards mean to fandtify by this afloci- 
ation, frequently not a little ridiculous, 
their occupations, riches, and even their 

plea-
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pleafures. The motive, however chi
merical, is amiable; the defign, com
mendable. Pity it is that as much can
not be faid of the means. But let us 
return to our fubjedt.

The hurdles upon which the wool 
js fpread out, are placed in an interval 
pf three or four feet, which feparates 
the ftone-wells from the narrow aque- 
dudt, alfo of ftone, through which runs 
a ftream of cold water. A man placed 
at the entrance of the aquedudt receives 
the wool, and throws it in; while five 
men, who ftand by the fide below the 
firft man, prefs and rub it with their 
feet as it pafles, and fend it from one 
to the other. Still lower down are other 
workmen who flop it in its pafiage, and 
throw it on a ftone Hope, where it 
drains, while the water runs off' into a 
gutter contrived below the Hope. A 
net, placed at the extremity of the little 
aquedudt, retains the locks, which, from 
time to time, are carried away by the 
rapidity of the current.

When
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When the wool is well drained, it is 
fpread upon the declivity of the mea
dows which we have before-mentioned, 
and four fine funny days are fcarcely 
fufficient to dry it thoroughly. When 
it is quite dry it is put into bags to be 
Carried away. Initial letters upon the 
bags indicate the fort of wool contained 
in each; and, befides thefe, there is a 
mark which diftinguiihes the flock by 
which it was furnilhed; fo that a con- 
^oiffeur, who faw the bags, would fay, 
that is fine or fuperfine wool of the 
Efcurial, Negretti, or Bejar flocks.

I make no apology for thefe details; 
they may furnifh our proprietors of 
iheep with ufeful knowledge, as well 
as give hints to our manufacturers of 
the ufe to be made of our wools, or at 
leaft infpire them with emulation, and 
indicate to them the means of improve
ment. They may moreover ferve, in 
many refpeCts, to vindicate the Spa
niards from the charge of idlenefs and 
ignorance, which has fo frequently been 

brought 

brought againft them. Confequently I 
merely pay a tribute due to juftice.

I ihall now leave Segovia and its en
virons, and conduit my reader to the 
caftle of St. Ildefonfo, which is only 
two leagues from it. The high moun
tains which command it are feen at a 
great diitance, and fcarcely has the tra
veller quitted Segovia before he difcovers 
the caitle itfelf, which the rifing or 
finking of the road, from time to time, 
conceals or difcovers. Appearances by 
no means announce the refidence of a 
great court. The country is barren, and a 
few wretched hamlets, at fmall diftances, 
give no idea of the enlivening prefence 
of the monarch. Nor would it be fuf- 
peCted, that in that fpacious and naked 
horizon, there were manufactures of va
rious kinds, fuch as of paper, cloth, and 
glafs, or that the environs of St. Ilde
fonfo were decorated with rivulets, cul
tivated fields, meadows, and clumps 
of green oaks; nor, after having feen 
all thefe, is it poflible to conceive 

that» 
? 
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that the refult fhould be fo poor and 
difmal. This muft firft be attributed 
to the nature of the foil and the fitu- 
ation of that part of Caftile, furrounded: 
by mountains, and without roads, ca
nals, or navigable rivers. But it muft 
be more particularly afcribed to the nu
merous herds of deer which live in peace 
in this diftridt, and never have their re*  
pofe difturbed by the royal huntfmen 
who pafs there about three months in 
the year, and appear more difpofed to 
preferve than to deftroy them.

The country, however, becomes more 
beautiful as we approach St. Udefonfo ; 
a number of rivulets meander through 
the frefh verdure, and the deer wander 
in herds in the copies, or bound upon 
the hills in a fecurity which could not 
be expected in thofe timid animals; the 
tops of a few handfome houfes appear 
above the green oaks; and the group, 
formed by the caftle and the adjoin
ing edifices, crowned by mountains, 
fome naked, others covered to their 

fum- 
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fummits with trees and ihrubs, prefents 
a very pleafing profpedt. At length we 
arrive at the gate fronting the royal re- 
fidence,,and which is feparated from it 
by a fpacious court in form of a glacis.

The whole bears fome refemblance to 
Verfailles, which, although imperfedt, 
cannot but be pleafing to a Frenchman. 
He, at firft, imagines that Philip V, 
who built St. Ildefonfo, wifhed to have 
about his perfon fuch objedts as might 
recall to his recolledtion the abode 
which was fo dear to him in his early 
youth. He feems'to have had the fame 
intention, in eftabliihing his military 
houfhold.

Of the old guards of the kings of 
Spain there remains but one company 
of halbardiers, which may be compared 
to that of the hundred Swifs. Philip V, 
eftablilhed three companies of body 
guards, each of two hundred men, mo
delled, with refpedl to form and cioath- 
ing, after thofe of the French court.

Two
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Two regiments, which guard the exte
rior of the caftle, that of the Spanifh 
guards, and the regiment of Walloons, 
are alfo perfeCt copies of our regiments 
of French and Swifs guards. A com
pany is detached from each of them to 
do duty wherever the court refides.

The command of each of thefe fix 
military corps which form the interior 
and exterior guard of the kings of Spain, 
is given to the moil diftinguifhed per- 
fons of the nation. The commander 
of the halbardiers is always a grandee of 
Spain. The captain of the Spanifh com
pany of body guards is one of the moil 
illuftrious families. That of the Italian 
company is generally an Italian noble
man, and the captain of the Flemiih 
corps is either a noble Fleming, or fome 
itranger of rank. The fame rule is ob- 
ferved with refpeCt to the Walloons. 
The captain of the Spanifh guards is 
always chofen from the moft diftin
guiihed grandees of Spain.

This
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This refemblance to our court, ob- 
ferved at St. Ildefonfo, which makes a 
Frenchman recolledt Verfailles, is like 
a diminutive ihade in painting, and 
fmooths the paifage from one court to 
the other*  fo that when arrived at St. 
Ildefonfo, you are tempted to believe 
that you are but half the diftance by 
which they are feparated.

The proofs of the predilection which 
Philip V. had for this place of royal 
refidence have furvived him. His re
remains are depofited in a chapel within 
the caftle. I vifited this maufoleum, 
which has fomething awful in its fim- 
plicity.

The appearance of the tomb which 
Contains an illuftrious perfon, always 
excites ferious reflection. What then 
bruit be the impreifion made by that 

a prince, whofe reign holds fo dif
tinguiihed a place in modern hiftory, 
and forms the epocha of the laft ex
ploits of Louis XIV, and of his greateft 
V°l. I, F dif-
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difafters; of a prince for whofe interefts 
Europe was agitated by three wars within 
lefs than half a century ; and whom the 
conqueft of the greateft monarchy in 
the world could not render happy. At 
leaft the gloomy melancholy which ob- 
fcured the laft years of his life, proved 
that the moil: brilliant fuccefles of am
bition are ever followed by fatiety and 
languor. What a fubjedt for philoso
phical reflections upon the vanity of 
human greatnefs !

After having indulged my mind with 
thefe at the foot of the tomb of Philip, 
I went to vifit the enchanting abode 
tvhich he prepared for himfelf in the 
midft of a Solitary wood, and in the 
bofom of fteep mountains. There is 
nothing magnificent in the palace, par
ticularly in its exterior appearance. The 
front on the fide of the garden is of the 
Corinthian order, and not deftitute of 
elegance. Here are the king’s apart
ments, which look upon a parterre 
furrounded with vafes and marble fta-

tues
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Palace of Saent Ildefonso fe en from the gardens.
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fties, and a cafcade which, for the rich- 
nefs of its decorations, may be compared 
with the fineft of the kind;

The purity and clearnefs of the water 
is indeed incomparable. Philip V, could 
not, in this refpedt, be better ferved by 
nature. From the mountains which 
fhade the palace, defcend feveral rivu
lets, which iupply the refervoirs. Thefe 
waters anfwer the double purpofe of 
Applying numerous fountains, and of 
diffufing life and verdure through the 
naagnificent gardens, the fight of which 
alone is a fufficient recompenfe for a 
journey into Spain; They are on the 
nafide a league in circumference. The 
inequality of the ground affords every 
nacinient new points of view. The prin
cipal alleys anfwer to different fummits 

neighbouring mountains; and one in 
Particular produces the molt agreeable 
cffedl. It is terminated at one end by 
dae grand front of the palace. From 
diis point are feen, at one view, five 
fountains, ornamented with elegant 

F 2 groups,
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groups, rifing into an amphitheatre, 
abofe which appear the fumrriits of 
lofty mountains. The moil elevated of 
tliefe groups is that of Andromeda 
fattened to a rock. When leen at a 
little diftancc it is perhaps defective, 
becaufe the rock appears too diminutive 
by the fide of the montter which threatens 
Andromeda; and of Perfeus, by whom 
it is attacked ;■ but the whole contri
butes to the beauty of the view. The 
moil remarkable of the five groups is 
that of Neptune.

Genius presided at the compofition 
and in the choice of the fituation; the 
deity of the ocean appears ereéb, fur- 
rounded by his marine court. His at
titude, his threatening countenance, 
and the manner of holding his trident, 
announce that he has juft impofed fi- 
lence on the mutinous waves; and the 
calm which reigns in thebafon, defended 
from every wind by the triple wall of ver
dure, by which it is furrounded, feem 
to indicate that he has not iffued his

€OH>- 
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commands in vain. Often have I feated 
myfelf, with Virgil in my hand, by the 
fide of this filent water, und<pr the 
fhade of the verdant foliage, nor ever 
did I fail to recolledt the famous ¡%uos 
Egp !

There are other fountains worthy of 
the attention of the curious; fueh as 
that of Latona, where the limpid iheaves, 
fome perpendicularly, and others in 
every direction, fall from the hoarfe 
throats of the Lycian peafants, half 
transformed into frogs, and fpouting 
them forth in fuch abundance, that 
the ftatue of the Goddefs difappears 
under the wide mantle of liquid cryf- 
tal ; that alfo of Diana in the bath, fur- 
rounded by her nymphs; in the twink
ling of an eye all the chafte court is 
hidden beneath the waters ; the fpedtator 
imagines he hears the whittling of aqua
tic birds, and the roaring of lions from 
the place whence this momentary de
luge efcapes by a hundred canals. The 
fountain of Fame is formed by a fingle 
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jet-d’eau, which rifes a hundred and 
thirty feet, exhibiting to the diftance of 
feveral leagues round the triumph of 
art over nature, and falls in a gentle 
fhower upon the gazing fpedtators. 
There are fome fituations in the gar
dens of St. Ildefonfo, whence the eye 
takes in the whole of the greater part 
of thefe fountains, and where the ear is 
delighted with the harmony of their 
murmurs. The traveller who wiihes to 
charm all his fenfes at once, muft 
take his ilatjoii on the high flat 
ground in front of the king’s apart
ment. In the thick part of the foli
age are contrived two large arbours, 
from the top of which are feen twenty 
pryftal columns rifing into the air to 
the height of the furrounding trees, 
mixing their refplendent whitenefs with 
the verdure of the foliage, uniting their 
confufed noife to the ruftling of the 
branches, and refreihinv and embalm- 
ing the air ; if the traveller here ex
perience no pleafing fenfations, let him 
return home, he is utterly incapable 

of
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of feeling either the beauties of art or 
nature.

The reader may here imagine my en- 
thufiafm too extravagant. He is mif- 
taken ; let him follow me to the great 
refervoir of abundant and limpid waters. 
He will have to climb for fome minutes, 
but will not regret the trouble he has 
taken,. Let us fuppofe ourfelves arrived 
at the long and narrow alley which takes 
up the whole of the upper part of the 
gardens •; proceed to the middle, and 
turn your face toward the cable. To 
the vail horizon around you, no other 
boundaries are difcovered but thofe 
which limit the human fight; theie 
alone prevent you from difcovering the 
Pyrenees. Obferve the fteeple which 
feems but a point in the immenie ex
tent : you will perhaps imagine it to be 
that of the parifh church of St. Ilde
fonfo ; but, in reality, it is the cathe
dral of Segovia, at two leagues diitance. 
The gardens, through which you have 
palled, become narrower to the eye. You 

F 4 fup-
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fuppofe yourfelf clofe to the royal habi
tation ; the alleys, fountains, and par
terres have all difappeared ; you fee but 
one road which, in the form of a veflel, 
upon the prow of which you feem to 
Hand, has its item on the top of the 
palace. Afterward turn and take a view 
of the little lake behind you, of which 
the irregular borders do not, like what 
we call our Englifh gardens, merely ape 
the diforder of Nature. Nature her- 
felf has traced them, except on the 
fide where you hand. This ftraight 
alley is united at each end to the curve 
which furrounds the refervoir. The 
waters, which ftream in abundance from 
the fides of the mountain in front, 
meet in this refervoir, and thence de- 
feend by a thoufand invifible tubes, to 
other refer voirs, whence they are fpout- 
ed in columns or iheets upon the flowery 
foil to which they were ftrangers. The 
birds, drawn by their clearnefs, come 
to fkim and agitate their cryftal. The 
image of the tufted woods which fur
round them is reflected from their im

moveable 
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moveable furface, as is alfo that of fome 
Ample and rural houfes, thrown, as by 
accident, into this delightful picture, 
which Lorrain would have imitated, 
but, perhaps, could not have imagined. 
The oppofite bank is obfeured by thick 
(hades. Some hollows overihadowed by 
arching trees, feem to be the afylums 
of the Naiades. Difturb them not by 
indifereet loquacity, but filently admire 
and meditate.
*

It is impoffible, however, not to go 
to the fource of thefe waters; let us 
follow the mcandring of their courfe, 
and obferve the winding paths which 
there terminate, after appearing and dif- 
appearing at intervals through the copfe. 
Let us liften to the bubbling of the ri
vulets which, from time to time, efcape 
from our fight, and haften to the ren
dezvous affigned them by the defend
ants of Louis XIV. They formerly loft 
themfelves in the valleys, where they 
quenched the thirft of the humble in
habitants, but are now confecrated to 

‘ the
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the pleafures of kings. Afcending 
the back of the pyramidical moun
tain, behind which their fource is con
cealed, we arrive at the wall which con
fines a part of them in the garden, and 
which was hidden by the trees; nothing' 
however, ought here to recall to mind, 
exclufive property and ilavery. Woods, 
waters, and the majeftic folitude of 
mountains, which are at a diftance from 
the tumult of courts and cities, are the 
property of every man.

Beyond this wall, which forms the 
exterior enclofure of the gardens, is an 
empty and flat ground, where the in
fant Don Louis brother to the kino-, 
chofe a place which he confecrated to 
cultivation. Farther on the mountain 
becomes more fteep, and is covered with 
trees to its fummit. Let us now re
turn ; as we feek amufement and not 
fatigue. We will follow the courfe of 
the waters, they defcend in bubbling 
ftreams from one level of the gardens to 
the other. In their courfe, in one place 

they 
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they water the feet of the trees, in others 
they crofs an alley to nouriih more (low
ly the plants of a parterre. From the 
bafon of Andromeda they run between 
two rows of trees in the form of a canal, 
the too fudden inclination*  of which is 
taken off by cafcades and windings. They 
receive and carry with them from the 
gardens the rivulets, which, after having 
played amongft the gods and nymphs, 
and moiftened the throats of the fwans, 
tritons and lions, humbly defcend under 
ground, and run on into the bofom of 
the neighbouring meadows, where they 
fulfill purpofes lefs brilliant but more 
ufeful.

We mutt not quit thefe magnificent 
gardens without flopping at a' place 
which appears to promife much but pro
duces not any very great effedt. This is 
the fquare of the eight allies, Plaça de 
las ocho calles. In the center is the group 
of Pandora, the only one which is of 
whitened ftone, all the others are of 
white marble or lead painted of a bronze 

colour«. 
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colour. Eight alleys anfwer to this cgiR 
ter, and each is terminated by a form? 
tain. Plats of verdure fill up the inter - 
vals between the alleys, and each has 
an altar under a portico of white marble 
by the fide of a bafon facred to fome 
god or goddefs. Thefe eight altars, 
placed at equal dittances and decorated, 
among other jets-d’eau, have two which 
rife in the form of tapers on each 'fide of 
their divinities. This cold regularity 
difpleafed Philip V. wfio a little before 
his death, when vifiting the gardens, 
made fome feyere reproaches to the in
ventor upon the fubjedt. Philip had 
not the pleafure of completely enjoying 
What he had created; death furprifed 
him when the works he had begun were 
but half finiihed. The undertaking was 
however the moil expenfive one of his 
reign. The finances of Spain, fo de
ranged under the princes of the houfe of 
Auftria, thanks to the wife calculations 
of Orry, to the fubfidies of France, and 
ftill more to the courageous efforts of 
the faithful Caftilians, would have been 

fuffi cient
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fufficient for three long and ruinous 
wars, and for all the operations of a 
monarchy which Philip V. had con
quered and formed anew, as well as to 
have refitted the ihocks of ambition and 
polilical intrigue; but they funk beneath 
the expenfive efforts of magnificence.

It is fingular that the cattle and gar
dens of St. Ildefonfo ihould have coft 
about forty-five millions of piaftres, pre- 
cifely the fum in which Philip died in
debted. This enormous expence will 
appear credible when it is known that 
the fituation of the royal palace was at 
the beginning of this century the Hoping 
top of a pile of rocks; that it was ne- 
ceffary to dig and hew out the ftones, 
and in feveral places to level the rock; 
to cut out of its fides a paffage for a hun
dred different canals, to carry vegitative 
earth to every place in which it was 
intended to fubftitute cultivation for 
tterility, and to work a mine to clear a 
paffage to the roots of the numerous 
trees which are there planted. All thefe 

efforts
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efforts were crowned with fuccefs. In 
the orchards, kitchen gardens and parter
res there are but few flowers, efpaliers or 
plants which do not thrive; but the trees 
naturally of a lofty growth, and which 
confequently muft ftrike their roots deep 
into the earth, already prove the mfuf- 
ficiency of art when it attempts to 
ftruggle againft nature. Many of them 
languish with withered trunks and 
with difficulty keep life in their almoft 
naked branches. Every year it is neceflary 
to call in the aid of gun-powder to make 
new beds for thofe which are to fupply 
their place ; and none of them are covered 
with that tufted foliage which belongs 
only to thofe that grow in a natural 
foil. In a word, there are in the groves 
of St. Ildefonfo, marble ftatues, bafons, 
cafcades, limpid waters, verdure and de- 
lightful profpedts, everything butthat 
which would be more charming than 
all the reft, thick lhades.

The court of Spain comes hither an
nually during the heat of the dog days.

It
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It arrives towards the end of July and 
returns at the beginning of Odlober. 
The fituation of St. Ildefonfo, upon the 
declivity of the mountains which fepa- 
rate the two Caftiles, and fronting a 
vaft plain where there is no obftacle to 
the pafiage of the north wind, renders 
this abode delightful in fummer. The 
mornings and evenings of the hoteft 
days are agreeably cool. Yet as this 
palace is upwards of twenty leagues from 
Madrid*,  and half of the road which 
leads to it crofies the broad tops of moun
tains, extremely fteep in many places, it 
is much more agreeable to the lovers ot 
thechaceand folitude than to others. 
I arrived there at a time as brilliant for 
the court of Charles III. as it was flatter
ing to that monarch. He expected the 
arrival of one of his auguft nephews, the

* Fourteen Spanifh leagues, feventeen and a 
half to a degree. Thefe fourteen make upwards 
of twenty of thofe of France (and above fifty-five 
Englifh miles). It is a great effort to perform this 
journey in fix hours with mules which are much 
*uore fwift than our belt poft-horfes,

count
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count d’Artois, who allured by the glory 
promifed to the befiegers of Gibraltar, 
Was going to give new luftrc to vidlory 
by his prefence and ihare in the laurels. 
It is well known how abortive thefe 
fplendid expectations proved by a fatality 
which renders vain the projects even of 
kings. The amiable brother of our fo- 
vereign, while making every exertion in 
his power, could only fhew his courage 
and his love for his country. The zea
lous ardour with which he paifed the 
Pyrenees excited all the enthufiafm of 
admiration and love. I had the happi- 
nefs of being every where a witnefs to it 
in my journey through Bifcay and Caf- 
tile; he was impatiently expedited day 
after day. Every perlón I met enquired 
of me concerning him ; and I was joy
fully received as one of his fore-runners. 
The people imagined, becaufe Í was a 
Frenchman, I mutt know and love him. 
Since the conqueit of Spain by the houfe' 
of Bourbon, this was the firft time that 
one of the lupporfers of the ancient 
throne had approached the new one.

The
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The Spanilh monarch, to whom, in the 
ttiidit of royal occupations and political 
cares, the fentiments of nature have ever 
been dear, expedited his nephew with the 
impatience of a father. In his manner 

, of receiving him the courtiers knew not 
whether they lhould moil admire his 
magnificence or the proofs of his affec
tion. The forefight of the fovereign ex
tended to his palling the Pyrenees, and 
he feemed to have communicated to all 
his fubjedts both his joy and impatience. 
How amiably did the youthful pfince re
turn thefe homages of the heart; and 
how well was his gratitude feconded by 
the friends who accompanied him ! At 
Segovia he found the king’s guards who 
conduced him in triumph to the palace*  
amid the thunder of artillery, the beating 
°f drums and the acclamations of the 
court and people. An affecting inter
view fucceeded to- this ceremonious 
Pomp. The oldefl monarch in Europe 
pieffedto his bofom the amiable heir to 
his name. Tears fell from his eyes; and 
affedtion, united with dignity, proved to 
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every fpeftator that the habit of great*  
nefs deprives not all hearts of tender» 
nefs, and that Nature ever has her irre- 
fiftible claims. The count d’Artois, and 
thofe who accompanied him, were lodged 
in the palace. The whole houfehold 
was at his command ; but care was taken 
that thofe about his perfon ihould, by 
their manners and language, recall to his 
mind a faint idea of the court he had 
quitted. Thefe attentions had no bounds 
but that of the defire of leaving a young 
prince at full liberty, which is far pre
ferable to all the vain homages of cere- 
monv. The king of Spam himfelf leads 
a very regular life ; fome certain employ
ment is afiigned to every hour of the 
day ; yet nothing was deranged on ac
count of his nephew’s arrival. Hunting, 
filhing, his devotions and his bufinefs 
with the minifters were all continued as 
ufual. The count d’Artois, on his pait, 
knew how to enjoy the liberty granted 
him. With the docility of any lei's il- 
luftrious pupil; hefubmitted himfelf to 

the 
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the care of the count of Montmorin, am- 
baflador of the king his brother.

I faw but little of the count, who was 
tvholly employed in the honourable talk 
impofed upon him ; but according to 
every thing I heard, I judged that it 
could not be better executed, nor the 
intereft of the king better attended to 
than by this nobleman. He would have 
been every where well placed. He was 
particularly fo in Spain, a nation in 
general little prejudiced in our favour. 
We have however proved to the Spa
niards in his perfon, that the French 
alfo are fufceptible of gravity unaccom
panied by pedantry, that they may pof- 
fefs wifdom without aufterity, dignity 
without pride, and prudence without 
timidity. Treated by the . Spaniih mo
narch and all his auguft family, with 
the greateft kindnefs and refpedl he con
ciliated to himfelf the confidence of the 
minifters, the efteem of the great, and 
the good-will of the people. The nati
onal character is fomewhat cold, and not

G 2 too
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too prodigal of the tokens of its benevo
lence ; but perfons of merit are there
fore the more flattered in receiving them; 
and I never yet have met with any one 
who knew the Spaniards intimately with
out having conceived for them a ftrong 
and lafting efteem. There is no court 
in Europe where the perfons of ambafla- 
dors are more generally known. In 
other courts they are feldom communi
cated with except upon the affairs with 
which they are charged. At that of 
Madrid, they are conftantly before the 
eyes of the monarch, efpecially the fa
mily ambaffadors. Every morning as 
foon as the king returns from hunting, 
or has finiihed the bufinefs which pre
vents his taking that diverfion everyday, 
he receives thofe of his minifters who 
have any thing to communicate to him ; 
thefe are fucceeded by his confeffor. 
After this audience the family ambafla- 
dors are introduced ; and in thefe fecret 
conferences, it is faid, the moft delicate 
affairs are frequently difcuffed. Thefe 
ambaffadors afterwards join thofe of other 

courts, 
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courts, between whom the converfation. 
is generally ihort.

The king’s dinner immediately fuc- 
ceeds, at the end of which the whole 
corps diplomatique is again introduced. 
After having appeared at the tables of 
the princes and princeffes, the ambaffadors 
and envoys from foreign courts pafs into 
the cabinet, where the'monarch gives 
them a fecond audience. Thefe au
diences are repeated every day, and at 
the fame hour, efpecially for the ambaf
fadors of France and Naples, who, as 
family ambaffadors, lefs frequently pei- 
mit themfelves to be abfent from the 
court than thofe from othei powers. The 
whole day is pafled by the king of Spain 
with the fame regularity and exadtnefs. 
An hour after dinner he goes with the 
prince of Afturias to the chace, whence he 
does not return until the evening. Ex- 
adt in the duties of a father of a family, 
as well as in thofe of a foyereign, he 
goes to embrace his children, tram acts 
bufinefs with one of his miniiUrsf makes

G 3 ipirty 
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a party with fome of the grandees who 
attend on his perlon, fups in private» 
and retires early to bed. At ten o’clock 
the moil profound filence reigns in his 
palace.

This court, fo regular in its con« 
dudt and iimple in its manners, is not 
however wantingin magnificence. The 
monarch, who always eats alone, has 
behind his chair his grand mailer, his 
almoner, and the captain of his guards. 
His table is ferved by two grandees, one 
of them places the difhes and the other, 
upon one knee, gives him the cup. There 
can be nothing humiliating in this pof- 
ture, which ihocks thofe who at' other 
times are admitted to the familiarity of 
the fovereign, becaufe it is fandtioned 
by habit, and becaufe the principal per
lons of the kingdom fubmit to it; be
sides, is not this homage, at which 
French vanity is fo much offended, ren
dered alfo at the courts of Vienna and 
London, where the authority of the 
monarch is in fo many refpedts circum*  

fcribed ? 
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fcribed ? At Madrid it is paid to all the 
perfons of the royal family; and the 
ladies who ferve the princeffes kneel 
likewife upon one knee, when they 
prefent them any thing to drink.

But the magnificence of the court of 
Spain is more particularly difplayed on 
gala-days. Thefe are of two kinds, the 
great and leffer galas. The great galas 
are kept eight times a year, on the 
birth-days of the king, the prince and 
princefs of Afturias, and of the king and 
queen of Naples: the leffer ones, which 
are called demi-galas, are in honour of 
the other princes and princeffes, de
fendants of Philip V. Thefe only re
quire the courtiers to be dieffed a little 
better than ordinary ; but at the giand 
galas, the greateft luxury of drefs is 
difplayed, in which, howevei, tafle does 
not always prefide. Every peifon in 
the fervice of the court, fiom the 
grand mailer to thofe who hold tae 
moil inconfiderable employments, have 
a uniform fuitable to their places, and 

G 4 which
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which they wear oil thefe occaiions, 
In the morning of thefe great days, 
all thofe w.hp have any connexion with 
th$ court, whether by their military 
leivice, their titles, or civil functions? 
the ecclefiaftics, and, for the moil part, 
lome monks, pafs before the king and 
the royal family, bending one knee and 
killing the monarch’s hand. This is a 
.ipecies of loyalty and homage, a renew
ing of the oath of fidelity. Our brave 
knights, as pioud as we are, but per
haps lefs vain, difdained not to kneel be
fore him from whom they received 
their honours. The ceremony of in- 
veftiture is, at prefent, accompanied by 
the fame ad of fubmiffion. What 
therefore is there mortifying to pride 
in the homage rendered to the king of 
Spain, on certain folcmn occafions, or 
when thanks are returned him for fome 
favour ? But what is more Angular, 
women, of the greateft diftindtion, kifs 
not only the hand of the monarch, 
but that of all his children, whatever 
pay be their age pr fex, and the mo(t

¿harp«?
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pharming duchefs proftrates herfelf be
fore the youngeil infant, even when at 
the breaft, and preffes, with her lips, 
the little hand which mechanically re
ceives or refufes the premature homage.

But Spain is not the only country in 
which ceremony has fandtified cuftoms 
difavowed by Nature, or mortifying to 
gallantry. J? J*  Rouffeau, when com
bating, with that energy fo natural to 
him, thofe who degrade the dignity of 
pan before his fellow creature, 1 emarks 
that in more courts than one, the whole 
body of ambaffadors go folemnly to pay 
their compliments to a crowned infant, 
whofe only anfwer confijls in crying and 
drivelling. My philofophy is lefs rigo
rous ; and I referve my invectives for 
lubjedts of more importance. I will 
moreover obferve, in behalf of Spaniih 
etiquette, that it favours the delicacy 
of the fair fex. Men kifs hands in pub
lic, but the ladies only in the inner 
apartments. None but the ladies wno 
have employment in the palace, kifs 

the
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the hands of all the royal family. The 
others, who are received, at court, pay 
this homage to no one but the queen, 
and theprincefs of Afturias. This clafs 
is compofed of all the female grandees 
of Spain, and ladies of title; which de
nomination mutt not be underftood in 
the fenie affixed to it in France. It 
here becomes neceffary to treat of the 
dignities and titles of the court of 
Spain.

Princes of the blood, fo called, have 
not hitherto been diftinguilhed as fuch 
at this court. Next to the Infants and 
Infantas of Spain, and the fons, grand*  
fons and nephews of the fovereign, im
mediately come the grandees. Thefe are 
divided into three daffies, differing from 
each other by fuch trifling diftindions 
as are fcarcely worth notice. All the 
grandees of Spain, of whatever clafs they 
may be, are covered in prefence of the 
king, and have the title of excellence : 
in thefe are comprehended all their pre

rogatives.
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negatives There is no place or em
ployment, however diftinguilhed it may 
be, which is exclufively attached to their 
rank, if thofe of grand-mafter, and 
grand-equerry be excepted ; as alfo that 
of Sumiller de corps, which has fome re
lation with the place of grand-cham
berlain, and the commiffion of captain 
of halbardiers; but there are feveral 
others which infallibly lead to the rank 
of grandee. The band of gentlemen 
of the chamber to the number of forty, 
more or lefs, at the will of the fove
reign, is for the moft part compofed of 
grandees ; but there are alfo fome per- 
fons of quality, who, without the for
mer rank, obtain this dignity. It is true 
that none of the latter are employed 
immediately about the perfon of the fo
vereign, or the heir to the crown, and 
that the queen and the princefs of Af-

I pay no attention to the frivolous honours 
they receive when they pafs the guard-room. Some 
perfon in waiting ftrik.es his foot againft the ground 
to give notice to the centinel to reft his arms to 
them.

turias

ftrik.es
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turias are ferved by none but grandees: 
but. thefe of both fexes are indifcrimi- 
nately taken, from the three clades. 
There are grandees of the moft ancient 
and illuftrious extraction of the two in- 
ferioi clades, and who do not efteem 
themfelves the lefs on that account/

Philip V. who conferred many titles 
of grandee, created not one either of the 
fecond or third clafs. Ferdinand VI. 
imitated his example; but Charles III. 
has revived a diftinCtion almoft imagi
nary, which was nearly obliterated ; and, 
in the laft promotions, created feveral 
grandees of the fecond clafs. They do 
not all enjoy the privilege of being co
vered in the royal prefence, except when 
they are received for the firft time, and 
when they accompany his majefty at 
any ceremony. This honour does not, 
however, belong to them exclufively ; 
they enjoy it in common with the nun
cio, the family ambaffadors, and fome 
generals of orders, who alfo have the 
title of excellence, and as long as their 

dignity 
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dignity continues, are affociated with 
the real grandees.

Befides the titles of grandee, which 
are hereditary, there are others that be
come extindt at the death of the pof- 
feffor. Some perfons obtain the honours 
only of grandee, and tranfmit them to 
their defcendants. He who enjoys them 
bears the title of excellence, but is not 
covered in prefence of the king. A more 
marked diftin&ion in the different clafies 
of grandee, and which is not founded 
upon law, but upon cuftom, ftill more 
tyrannical, is that which the grandees 
of ancient families eftabliih between 
themfelves and thofe of more modem 
or lefs illuftrious extraction. The firft 
fpeak to each other in the fingular num
ber, on all occafions, and whatever may
be the difference in their ages, or the 
places they hold. I have more than 
once heard young grandees, who fcarco- 
ly had the rank of colonel, fpeak in this 
manner to the minifter for war, whom 
they looked upon as their equal in point 

of 



94 THE PRESENT STATE

of birth. But when they converfe or 
correfpond with grandees, whofe. extrac
tion appears to them to be unequal to 
their own, they ceremonioufly give and 
receive the title of excellence. The lat
ter frequently fuffer in fecret by this 
mortifying homage; fo ingenious is va
nity in every country, in creating it- 
lelf enjoyments, and even torments^ and 
in converting vain chimeras into reali
ties, which have an influence upon hap*  
pinefs. The new grandees folicit the 
honour of fpeaking to each other in the 
Angular number, as they would do the 
favour of the fovereign. The refufal 
they meet with is the more mortifying, 
as this mark of equality and familiarity 
is fometimes granted by the moil diftin*  
guilhed grandees, to branches of fome 
illuftrious houfes who have not yet ob
tained the title, and who, thinking they 
have well-founded pretenfions to fuch 
an honour, are diftinguiihed by the 
name of cafas agraviadas, injured fa*  
milies.

The
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The title of grandee, when heredi

tary, is fo in males and females, unlefs 
the patent formally exprefles the con
trary. There are many houfes in Spain 
that, by marriages with heirefles to 
this title, have ten or twelve bats ; which 
is the vulgar term to denote the dignity 
of grandee of Spain.

This accumulation is an imagi
nary advantage, which adds no
thing to the dignity of him by whom 
it is enjoyed: and although he may 
have children, he has not even the 
power of diftributing the hats among 
them. The right of primogeniture to 
the title of grandee is eftabliihed in 
every family enjoying that hereditary 
rank. There are but few in which the 
iecond fon has a title and a grandee- 
ihip in his own right. All the eldeft 
ions of grandees receive, by anticipa
tion, the title of excellence, but their 
brothers have it not, nor that of count 
or marquis : they bear the name of their 
family, preceded by that they received in 

bap-
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baptifm. Thus the brother of the duke 
of Uceda, is fimply called Don Emma
nuel Pacheco ; and the younger fons of 
the late count of Fuentes, predecelfor 
of the count of Aranda, Don Juan and 
Don Francifco Pignatelli.

This diftindtion muii not be loft 
fight of by a ftranger, who does not 
wiih to be deceived by the vain words 
count and marquis, and by them to 
appreciate the rank of perfons. There 
are many grandees of Spain who have 
no other title. There is no mark of 
extraordinary diftindtion in that of duke.' 
It is given according to the pleafure of 
the fovereign., when he confers the title 
of grandee, on which account the pa
tent is a little more expenfive.

But all thofe who are honoured with 
the title of count or marquis are not 
grandees. Moft of them are no more 
than what are called titulos, or titles of 
Caftile. Thefe titles prove not an il- 
luftxious race, but the favour of the 

fove- 
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fovereign, commonly merited by fome 
particular and important fervice, either 
in a military or civil capacity. The king 
generally grants to him whom he thus 
honours, the liberty of applying his title 
to one of his eftates; and fometimes adds 
a denomination which denotes the fer
vice he wiihes to recompence. Thus 
Was it that under Philip V, the admiral 
Navarro, who commanded the Spanilh 
fquadron at the battle of Toulon, re
ceived the title of Marquis de la Vittoria; 
he who in 1759 efcorted Charles III. 
from Naples to Barcelona, that of 
Marquis del Real 'Tranfporte', and more 
recently, the Minifter of the Indies; 
Don Jofeph de Galvez, whofe long fer- 
vices Charles III. wilhed to reward by 
one of thefe titles, took that of Mar
quis de la Sonora, from the name of a 
colony, which his zeal and talents had 
acquired to his country, by peopling and 
improving it, and by freeing the whole 
fettlement from the incurfions of the 
fa vages.

V o l. I. ThefeH
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Thefe titles of Caftile give to thofe 
who bear them, and to their wives, the 
qualification of Lordihip, V'¿ejlra Senoria, 
The refufal of this, in matters of cere
mony, carries with it a mortification ; 
but the greater part are too reafonable to 
require or even fuffer it from their 
equals in the ordinary intercourfe of 
fociety; though their inferiors beftow 
this honour upon them very laviihly. 
There are every where flatterers, as well 
as perfons who love to be flattered. But 
thofe who are more particularly exadt 
in rendering them their due in this re- 
fpeht, are fuch as have a right to the 
title of excellence in return, and who 
love their own ears Ihould be tickled 
with a lound fo pleafing.

There is a title between this and 
lordihip; that of Lf/ih lllujlriflima (moft 
illuftrious lordihip) which is given to 
archbiihops, biihops, and great magis
trates.

The
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The dignity of grandee, as well as the 
titles of marquis and counts of Caftile 
are not only unaccompanied with any 
pecuniary advantage, but are not even 
beftowed gratis. Thofe who obtain 
them, immediately pay a duty which has 
been received ever fince the reign of 
Charles V, known by the appellation of 
Demi-Annates*,

The grandees pay about twenty 
thoufand livres (833I.) which, by the 
fees of the Chancery are increafed to 
twenty-five thoufand (1040I.) This 
duty is paid as often as the title defcends, 
and is more or lefs according to the 
greater or lefler diftance between him 
who inherits it, and the perfon from 
whom it is derived. Befides the duty on 
taking up the title, the grandees annually 
pay another under the name of Lanzas,

*
* The king fometimes remits this duty. The count 

d’Eftaing received from the Spanifh monarch this 
additional favour on obtaining the rank of gran
dee.

H 2 This
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This is the remains and faint image of 
the military fervice, which the great vaf- 
fals of the crown formerly performed, by- 
furniihing a certain number of fpears. 
As foreigners, who are grandees of Spain, 
cannot be fubjedled to this fpecies of fer- 
vitude, it appears equally conformable 
to reafon and cuftom that they fhould 
not pay the duty of lan%a&.

According to an arrangement mutually 
agreed to between the courts of Madrid 
and Verfailles, fince the fame family has 
been in poffefiion of the two thrones, 
the grandees of Spain are to rank with 
the dukes and peers of France. This 
acknowledgment of equality was not 
obtained without much oppofition on the 
part of the former. When the queition 
was agitated at the beginning of the reign 
of Philip V. the duke of Arcos, in the 
name of all the grandees, remonftrated 
againft it to that monarch in the ftrongeit 
terms. He aiTerted, that the grandees 
could not but be greatly furprifed and 
offended at finding themfelves confidered 

as 

as on a level with the peers of France. 
At their own court, faid the duke, the 
grandees fee no one between them and 
the throne but the fons of their fove- 
reign, whilft the peers of France muff 
give place, firft to the princes of the blood, 
next to the legitimated princes, and laft- 
ly even to foreign ones, not only to thofe 
of Italy and Germany, but alfo to thofe 
who, although defcended from royal 
families, hold places in the fervice of the 
king of France, fuch as the dukes of Lo
raine, de Bouillon, and others. The 
duke endeavoured to prove by many 
fadts, that the grandees in Spain confti- 
tuted the firft order of fubjedts imme
diately after the royal family ; and that 
moil of them were in poffefiion of privi
leges, as defcending from royal anceftors, 
either in the male line, as the dukes of 
Medina Celi, defcended from the infants 
de la Cerda, or in the female, or even 
from baftards. He gave inftances of 
kings of Spain, and even of emperors, 
who had treated them as equals with the 
princes of Italy and Germany, and proved

H 3 that
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that the grandees had always enjoyed 
the fame honours as the princes defend
ed from fovereigns, when they were not 
royal; that when the courts of France 
and Spain had named reprefentatives, 
thofe of France were princes of the blood, 
and thofe of Spain grandees ; without 
the leaf difference being made in the 
refpeCt and honours paid to each. From 
all thefe proofs the duke concluded, that 
the dignity of grandee of Spain cor- 
refponded with that of the princes of the 
blood in France, and not with that of 
the peers.

Thefe arguments were certainly plau- 
Able, but they were ill-received by Phi
lip, who had contracted at the court of 
his grand-father a tafte for defpotifm. 
The anfwer he returned to the duke 
was, that he would do well to go and 
fignalize his zeal with the army in Flan
ders. This order was obeyed, and the 
duke, when on his return through Paris, 
was the firft who defifted from the pre- 
tenfions of which he had been the ad

vocate. 
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vacate. He made the firft vifit to the 
princes of the blood, gave them the 
title of highnefs without receiving the 
fame, and addreffed the dukes and peers 
by the title of excellence without re
quiring a return ; thus the cauie of the 
grandees was loft for ever. Their num
ber rapidly increafed ; their dignity was 
granted to feveral foreign noblemen; 
and, as all things are diminifhed in value 
by being multiplied, the grandees have 
become accuftomed, by degrees, to fee 
themfelves, without any great mortifica
tion, confidered as on a level with the 
dukes and peers of France. We are 
not tofuppofe, however, that the gran
dees of Spain, who derive their dignity 
from the reign of Charles V, do not 
think themfelves fuperior to others, as 
in Germany the princes of ancient fami
lies believe they are to thofe who were 
created by Ferdinand and his fucceffors ; 
but this difference fo flattering in fecret 
to vanity, vaniihes from before the eyes 
of the nation, and efpecially from thole 
of the fovereign.

’ II 4 Thefe
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Thefe grandees may, indeed, enter
tain a very high opinion of their own 
dignity and illuftrious birth, but in 
other refpedts they are extremely affable 
and obliging. They are far from pof- 
feffing that Sullen pride attributed to 
them by European prejudices. Many of 
them are as remarkable for a gentlenefs 
of manners and goodneSs of heart, as 
the great in other courts for a haughty 
and forbidding dignity. It is not that 
they do not poifefs that which might 
be, if not a motive, at lead an excufe for 
the affuming airs of pride; high employ
ments, illuftrious birth, and immenfe 
fortunes. Indeed, with refpedt to the 
latter, they are fuperior to thofe of 
the moft opulent at the court of 
France.

There are no fortunes at Verfailles? 
to be compared to thofe of the duke of 
Medina Celi, the duke of Alba, the 
marquis of Penafiel, the count of Alta
mira, or the duke of Infantado. It 
muft however be ccnfefíéd that their 

ex
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external appearance does not correspond 
to their fortune. They do not ruin 
themfelves as in France, in large and 
numerous houfes, entertainments and 
Engliih gardens. All thefe fpecies of 
oftentation are in Spain yet in their in
fancy : theirs is more obfcure, but per
haps not lefs expenfive. Numerous fets 
of mules, rich liveries which are dis
played but three or four times a year, 
and a multitude of Servants, are then- 
great articles of expence. The ill ma
nagement of their eftates, into which 
they Seldom or never examine, consi
derably diminishes their income. They 
have Stewards, treafurers, and various 
officers, like thofe of jpetty Sovereigns. 
They keep in their pay, not only the 
Servants grown old in their fervice, but 
thofe even of their fathers, and the fa
milies whence they inherit, and even 
provide for the fubfiftence of their chil
dren and relations. I was allured that 
the duke of Arcos, who died in 1780, 
maintained three thoufand perfons. This 
magnificence which difguifes itfelf under 

the 
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the veil of charity, appears to have 
more than one inconvenience, it en
courages idlenefs and caufes mifmanage- 
ment and extravagance, which while 
dependents are thus multiplied, muft 
efcape the moil careful vigilance. Not- 
withftanding all this, there are fewer 
great families go to decay and ruin in 
Spain than in moil other countries. The 
fimplicity of their manners, their little 
tarte for oftentation, and repugnance to 
ruinous arts, which, in other kingdoms, 
are found fo feducing, confpire to pre
fer ve the eftates of the Spaniih nobility ; 
but whenever the grandees of Spain fliall 
chufe to imitate the example of thofe of 
other courts, their fplendour will be 
equal to that of the mort brilliant. This 
may be judged of by the appearance 
fome have made in foreign countries 
when the dignity of their nation required 
a difplay of magnificence. They have hi
therto indeed but little fought the paths 
which lead to the gratification of am
bition. At the beginning of the prefent 
century, when they were divided be-

/ tween
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tween the two princes who afpned to the 
throne, when once their paflions were 
roufed, they made efforts and displayed 
talents, which were not always employed 
in the beft caufe, but which proved that 
the latter reigns of the princes of the 
houfe of Auftria had not benumbed 
their faculties. A kind of fupinencfs, 
which continued half a century, fuc- 
ceeded to this fermentation ; but in the 
prefent reign they have ihaken it off, 
and proved that the moft diftinguifhed 
fubjeds in a nation are not always the 
moft ufelefs. They embrace with eager- 
nefs the profeflion of arms, which in 
fad offers them but few temptations, ana 
which in Spain is more fubjeding to 
courtiers than in France. In the po
litical department they have more than 
one diftinguifhed ftatefman to boaft of, 
without mentioning that noble perfon- 
age who is too intimately connededwith 
us to permit me to put his modefty to 
the bluih by an homage which I ihould 
have fo much pleafure in rendering to 
his talents and virtues.

The
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The body of the grandees furniihes at 
prefent but few members to the church, 
which in Spain has not fo many attrac
tions for the vanity of great families as 
in other catholic kingdoms of Europe ; 
but the few individuals of this clafs who 
have devoted themfelves to the facred 
duties, without regard to worldly con- 
fiderations, are exemplary for their learn
ing and piety. The only dignity with 
which they at prefent are inverted, is 
that of Patriarch of the Indies, who at the 
court of Spain performs the functions of 
grand almoner. This is not merely a place 
of ceremony ; he who holds it is conftant- 
ly in waiting near the perfon of the fo- 
vereign. No other grandees, except thofe 
in adtual fervice are near the monarch: 
thefe are the grand-mafter of his houfe*-  
hold, his grand equerry, his Sumiller de 
corps, his firft equerry, two gentlemen of 
the chamber, the captain of the guards 
in quarter, and he who attends the 
prince of Afturias, his Sumiller de corps, 
and four gentlemen of the chamber, 
who in turns ferve him by two and two.

This
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This prince and the princefs of Afturias, 
have each their grand-mafter and grand 
equerry ; which great officers conftantly 
refide near the perfons of their high- 
nefles. All the other grandees have 
their fixed refidence at Madrid, whence 
they are but momentarily abfent to make 
their court. Some, though but few 
almoft conftantly refide in the capitals of 
provinces ; but I know none who habi
tually refide on their eftates, which they 
dignify with the pompous title of States ; 
and which, from their extent and the pri
vileges annexed to them, are not altoge
ther unworthy of the title.

The dignity of grandee is not an
nounced by any exterior infignia. Thofe 
who are gentlemen of the chamber wear 
a golden key. There are fix orders of 
knighthood in Spain; but not one to 
which the grandees have an exclufive 
right. The moft diftinguifhed is the 
order of the golden fleece, founded by 
Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy, and 
which the court of Vienna continues 

to
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to confer in concurrence with that of 
Madrid, although the former had re
nounced this prerogative, by the treaty 
which terminated the great quarrel be
tween Philip V, and the archduke. The 
number of knights of the golden fleece 
is very limited in Spain, and this is the 
order, which of all thofe in Europe, has 
beft preferved its ancient fplendour.

There are alfo four military orders, 
founded at the time of the crufades; 
and fince the time of Ferdinand the Ca
tholic, the king has been grand mailer 
of them all. They are thofe oi Santiago, 
Calatrava, Monteza, ¿Alcantara. The 
three firit are diftinguiihed by a red rib
bon, and the laft by a green one. Thefe 
four orders have commanderies, which 
are conferred by the king. They were 
for a longtime given to every clafs of per- 
fons, provided they could bring the re- 
quifite proofs. Charles III, recalled 
them to thefpirit of their firit inftitution, 
and prefcribed to himfelf an irrevocable 
law to bellow them on none but military 

men.

men. An honourable diftinction for the 
reft of the fiubjects was therefore want
ing. This he fupplied in 1771 by creat
ing a fifth order, which bears his name, 
and is dedicated to the conception of the
virgin. It is compofed of two daffies : 
that of the great croifes and fimple
knights. The great croifes wear the 
great ribband of the order,iky blue, edged 
with white. On days of ceremony they 
are clothed in a great mantle with thefe 
two colours, rQnd wear a collar upon 
which are alternatively difplayed the 
arms of Caftile and the king’s cy-

The number of the great croffes ihould 
be limited to fixty. When the order 
was firit eftabliihcd the members were 
chofen from among the grandees, except 
two of the great officers, one of which 
was the archbifhop of Toledo, and the 
other the Patriarch of the Indies. A 
fhort time afterwards the king made an 
exception to this rule, in favour of his 
marine miniiter, the marquis of Cafte- 

jon.
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jon. This exception was afterwards ex
tended ; though the order was ftill con
fined to the moft eminent perfonages of 
the kingdom, fuch as the miniflers and 
fome general officers, diflinguiihed either 
by their zeal or fervices.

The fimple knights were two hundred 
in number, each enjoying a penfion of 
a thoufand livres (about forty pounds). 
A few years fince the king bellowed this 
lefler order upon fomep^r Lns in France, 
who are not reckoned in the original 
number. In their favour he has de
parted from the flatute which rendered 
this order incompatible with all others, 
by permiting it to be affociated with the 
crofs of St. Louis.

Proofs of nobility are neceflary to 
this latter order, as well as to the four 
military ones ; this I mult believe, be
cause I have been alfured of it by feve- 
ral people of veracity, otherwife I fhould 
have had my doubts of its truth, or have 
imagined at lead that there were feveral 
means of eluding the law.
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Il is true, that nobility in molt of the 
provinces of Spain, is not difficult to 
eftablilh.

It is fufficient that he who afpires to 
this diitindtion proves himfelf, and his 
anceftors, to have lived nobly, with
out having exercifed any of the profef- 
fions, few in number, which law and 
prejudice declare to be vile ; he is then 
reputed a gentleman by defcent; hidal
go ; for in Spain, nobility by creation 
is unknown. Some humorifts have 
obferved, that there are whole provinces 
of which all the inhabitants are gen
tlemen : nor is this any great exaggera
tion.

Philip V. ennobled all the Bifcayans. 
All the Ailurians are believed to be 
delcended from the ancient Goths, who 
took refuge in the mountains of Ailu- 
ria, and are reputed noble on account 
of this honourable origin. But there 
cannot be a more glaring abfurdity than 
to imagine that two or three hundred 

Vol. I. I thou-
It
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thoufand men, who fettled fome cen
turies ago in a fmall province, were all 
noble. If all men meafured five feet 
fix inches the words giant and dwarf 
would be obliterated from the didtion- 
ary. Nobility neceffarily fuppofes a 
more numerous clafs, who are ignoble. 
Thus, in fait, there are in Bifcay and 
Afturia, as in other parts of Europe, 
diftinguilhed families, in the opinion of 
the public, who have made a great fi
gure in the diftridt in which they refide, 
either by their opulence, or the places 
they have held; and whatever may be 
the pretentions of obfcure neighbour
ing families, the former affect a pre
eminence, which thefe acknowledge by 
their homages: this, however, prevents 
not the latter from cheriihing the ideas 
of grandeur, which preferves in their 
minds a noblenefs undoubtedly prefer
able to the chimerical nobility of blood : 
fo that if by chance they arrive at fome 
employment lefs obfcure than their birth, 
they think they have only regained their 
proper place, and are lefs infolent and 

vain
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Vain than moil upflarts in other coun
tries. I have more than once remarked 
this diftinguifning charadteriftic, even 
in the loweft ranks of the Afturians 
and Bifcayans. They have, in their ap
pearance, fomething more haughty, and 
are much lefs humble in their homages. 
They are not awed either by titles or 
riches. A man in place, is in their eyes 
a fortunate man, who has won in the 
royal lottery, in which they all have a 
ticket, and may win in their turn ; and 
this prejudice, ridiculous as it may feem, 
keeps them on their guard againft mean- 
nefs, and even againft degrading crimes.

Notwithftanding thofe imperceptible 
gradations, which in Spain feparate the 
nobility from the inferior ranks, the 
proofs required, in certain cafes, are 
clofely examined i but there, as well as 
ln- other countries, money and intereft 
procure genealogifts not over fcrupu- 
lous. A reflcdtion, applicable to every 
nation, may be made with refpedt to 
-he nobility of Spain, which is, that 

I 2 the 
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the lefs a monarch is limited, the more 
arbitrary are thefe diftinftions:, and the 
more irregular the gradations. Defpots, 
even thofe the leaf! tyrannical, prefer or 
negleft their fubjedts, according to their 
caprices. Unlimited monarchies, more 
or lefs, approach this uncertainty : and 
there are few in which the fovereign 
authority is lefs circumfcribed than in 
Spain.

Under the ancient form of govern
ment it was more confined; but it 
changed by degrees, and without com
motion. The intermediate ranks fcarce- 
ly exift in name.

The hiftory of Spain fufficiently 
proves how great an influence the Cortes 
had in the moil important affairs of 
government, in war, peace, and the le
vying of taxes. Thefe, for a long time 
paft, have not been aflembled, except 
for the fake of form. And the fove- 
reigns, without violence, without for
mally, rejecting their intervention, have 

found
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found means to elude their authority. 
They promulgate from the throne or
dinances under the name of pragmatiques, 
the preambles of which give us to un- 
derftand, that they claim the fame au
thority as if they had been publilhed in 
the aflembly of the Cortes ; which are 
never convoked except at the acceflion 
of a new fovereign to the throne, to ad- 
minifter to him an oath in the name of 
the nation, and to fwear to him fide
lity.

On this occafion, letters of convo
cation are fent to all the grandees, to 
all perfons bearing titles of Gallile, to 
all the prelates, and to every city which 
has a right to fend deputies to the 
Cortes. The two firfl: clafles reprefent 
the nobility, the priefts fit in the name 
of the clergy, and the cities which de
pute one of their magiftrates, reprefent 
the people. Except on thefe occafions, 
of which there have been but two ex
amples in the prelent century, the 
Cortes of the whole kingdom have 

I 2 not
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not been aiTembled fmce. 1713, when 
Philip V. convoked them to give their 
approbation to the pragmatic fandlion, 
which changed the order of fucceihon 
to the throne.

They are (till confulted, for the fake 
of form, in certain cafes ; but then the 
members of which they are compofed 
correfppnd with each other, without 
affembling. A faint image of them, how
ever, remains in an affembly, which 
conftantly refides at Madrid, under the 
name of Tdiputados de los Reynos (deputies 
of the kingdom).

At their breaking up in 1713, it was 
regulated, that they ihould be repre- 
fented by a permanent committee, whofe 
office it ihould be to watch over the ad
miniftration of that part of the taxes, 
known by the name of Millones^ and 
which had been granted under Philip II, 
with the formal confent of the Cortes, 
upon certain conditions, which the mo
narch fwore to obferve. They retained 

the 
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the adminiftration of thefe mipofts un
til the year 1718, when Cardinal Albe- 
roni, whofe ardent and imperious ge
nius was irritated at fuch fhackles, tranf- 
ferred it to the hands of the fovereign. 
From that time the affembly of depu
ties of the kingdoms, held no more of 
the ftate revenues than the fmall por
tion neceffary to pay the falaries and 
defray the expences of the members. 
Thefe are eight in number, and are 
chofen in the following manner :

But firft it will be proper to obferve, 
that the diviiion of Spain into kingdoms 
and provinces, as defcribed in maps 
and geographical treatifes, has icaicely 
any place in fait. The government 
knows but one divifion, the provinces of 
the crown of Cafile, and thofe of the crown 
of fir agon. Thefe two parts of the 
monarchy differ from each other with 
refpedt to the adminiftration, form, 
and collection of taxes; a diftindtion 
which had its origin at the time when 
Caftile and Aragon were united by the

I 4 mar-
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marriage of Ifabella and Ferdinand theCa*  
tholic, and which fince that time has un
dergone but few alterations. The crown 
of Aragon pofieffed only Aragon, pro
pel ly fo called, Catalonia, the kingdom of 
Valentia, and that of Majorca compofed 
of the ancient Balearic iilands, Majorca, 
Minorca, and Ivica. The crown of Caf- 
tile pofiefled the reft of the Spaniih mo- 
narchy. The deputies of the kingdoms 
are chofen according to this divifion. 
All the provinces of Caftile unite to 
name fix ; Catalonia and Majorca one , 
and the Regencies of Valencia and Ara
gon eleft the eighth. Thefe deputies 
fit but for fix years, at the end of which 
a new nomination takes place in the 
fame manner. As a relift of their an
cient rights, they (till retain the privi
lege of being, by virtue of their places, 
members of the council of Finance, by 
which thefovereign communicates to the 
nation the neceflity of levying any new 
tax ; and the approbation they are fup- 
pofed to give to the royal refolution is 
a lhadow of the confent of the Cortes,

OF SPAIN.

without vvhich taxes could not formerly 
be either levied or augmented. But it 
is ealy to perceive how feeble this ram
part of liberty mutt be, which is only 
formed of a fmall number of citizens, 
who poflefs but little real power, are 
under the controul of government from 
which they expeft favours and prefer-? 
ments, and who, after all, repreient 
only the people, the moil numerous but 
the leaft refpefted part of the nation. 
The provinces of Bifcay and Navarre, 
which have afiemblies and particular 
privileges, fend alfo, on feme accafions, 
deputies to the throne, but they do not 
make a part of the body of the deputies 
of the kingdom, and their conftituents 
fix at plealure the objeft and duration 
of their temporary million.

We may perceive from this (ketch 
how little the fovereign authority is li
mited in Spain. The will of the mo
narch is alfo carried into execution by 
feveral permanent bodies, under the 
Jiame of Councils, who are the inter- 

prefers
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preters and keepers of the laws, and of 
which we ihall fpeak more particularly 
after having conducted the reader to 
Madrid.

Before we quit the refidence of the 
fovereign, it will be proper to fay fome- 
thing farther concerning the minifters 
who are conftantly near his perfon; 
and with whom alone, at prefent, he 
ihares the weight of royalty. Their au
thority was formerly counter-balanced 
by the council of ftate, which was con- 
fulted on all important occafions; which 
ftill fubfifts and forms the moil diftin- 
guifhed body in the monarchy; but 
which, fince the adminiftration of car
dinal Alberoni, has not been permitted 
to aflemble or exercife its functions. 
The place of counfellor of ftate is now 
only honorary, with a confiderable fa- 
lary annexed to it, and furniihes the fo
vereign with the means of rewarding 
thofe of his fubjedbs who have deferved 
well of the ftate, in the moft diftin- 
guiftied employments. The various of

fices 

flees of adminiftration generally lead to 
this appointment at the end of a few 
years, and formerly the minifters had 
not the title of excellence until they 
were thus promoted. But at the re
cent nomination of M. de Valdez to the 
marine department, the king ordained 
that from that time all his minifters 
ihould bear that title, even before they 
became counfellors of ftate.

As there are ftill important cafes in 
which the fovereign, modeft enough 
to diftruft his own difeernment, wiihes 
to receive the advice of thofe whom he 
honours with his confidence, he fup- 
plies the want of the affemblies of the 
counfellors of ftate, by uniting his mi
nifters in a committee.

The adminiftration of the kingdom is 
divided into fix principal departments. 
Bhe minifter of foreign affairs is in many 
relpefts the directing minifter, and 
receives, as a mark of diftindlion, the 
title of fecrctary of ftate. The minifter 

of
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of war has but a circumfcribed autho
rity. He is prefident of the council of 
war, which ip rather a tribunal than a 
board of adminiitration ; but the infpec- 
tors of the infantry, and thofe of the 
cavalry, dragoons, and provincial regi
ments, draw up a ftatement of whatever 
relates to the corps of which they have 
the diredtion, and the minifter at war 
has only to prefent the memorials they 
give in to the king.

The marine minifter has no affociates. 
The chiefs of the three departments, 
and the infpedtors of the marine are 
named by the king on the reprefentation 
of the minifter ; the marine ordinances 
prepared by him alone require only the 
fandtion of the fovereign.

The minifter of finances fhould pro
perly be under the infpedlion of the fu- 
perintendant general of that depart
ment ; but thefe two offices were fome 
time fince united, and will probably be 
fo continued; the feparation of them 

would
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would multiply without neceffity the 
fprings of government, and the interefts 
of the ftate require they fhould be Ampli
fied as much as permanent forms, thofe 
facred bulwarks of juftice and property, 
will admit. Befides, when the fovereign 
believes he has found in a fubjedt the 
capacity and integrity required for the 
adminiitration of his finances, why fhould 
he put over him other infpedtors than 
his own confcience, and the zealous with 
to juftify fo flattering a choice ? The 
animadverfion of a cenfor could, in fuch 
a cafe, produce nothing but divifions and 
miftruft, which would operate to the dif
advantage of the fervice. The event 
has juftified thefe reflections, in the per- 
fons of three minifters who have go
verned the finances of Charles III. Thefe 
minifters are, befides, by their office, 
prefidents of the council of finance^

The minifter of the , Indies has the 
moft extenfive department in all the mo
narchy, for in him is centered the civil, 

■ military, ecclefiaftical and financial go- 
vernment



326 THE PRESENT STATE 

vernment of Spaniih America, and it 
may be faid, that in the whole political 
world there is no minifter whofe depart
ment comprehends fo many different ob
jects. Had Auguftus committed to one An
gle minifter the government of the whole 
Roman empire, his power would only have 
extended to a fmall part of modern Eu^ 
rope, the coafts of Africa, and fome pro
vinces of Alia ; for the Roman empire at 
the time it was moft extenfive, was not to 
be compared to that immenfe country 
which, from the north of California, 
ft retches to the ftreights of Magellan, 
and forms the dominions of the Spaniih 
monarch in America, and the depart
ment of the minifter of the Indies ?

The minifter of favour and juftice 
has his department in the judiciary and 
eccleiiaftical affairs; but his autho- 
iity is circumfcribed by the great cham
ber (Camara) of the council of Caftile, 
of which we fhall treat in another place ; 
and with refpedt to the nomination to 
benefices by the intervention of the 

king’s 

OF SPAIN. flay

king’s confeffor. The latter, however, is 
not conftitutional, but depends upon the 
will of the monarch, and the confi
dence with which he honours the direc
tor of his confcience.

Thefe fix offices are ufually filled by 
fix different perfons; but until the year 
1776, the fame minifter held thofe of 
the marine and the Indies, which are io 
connected, that the good of the nation 
will, perhaps, require them to be again 
united. They are at prefent feparate ; 
Don Jofeph de Galvez poffeffes that of 
the Indies, which was conferred upon 
him in the year above-mentioned. Eu
rope and America may judge whether or 
not this admin ift ration has been fuccefs- 
ful, and whether the adtive genius of 
the minifter has contributed to render 
flourifhing the moft extenfive colony 
that ever a mother country had under 
its dominion. Don Antonio de Valdez 
has prefided over the marine depart
ment fince the year 1783, and began 

his
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his adminiftration under the moil hap
py aufpices. At the death of Don Mi
guel de Mufquiz, who was minifter at 
war and of the finances, thefe two de
partments were confided to Don Pedro de 
Lerena, intendant of the four kingdoms 
of Andalufia. I quitted Spam about that 
time, and have not fince had an oppor
tunity of learning the public opinion of 
the new minifter.

The department for foreign affairs 
fince the refignation of the marquis of 
Grimaldi has been in the poffeflion of 
the count of Florida Blanca, whofe ta
lents were difplayed at Rome under the 
pontificate of Clement XIV, and in the 
moil delicate circumftanc.es. He has 
fince united to this department that of 
favour and juftice, the fuperintendancy 
of the poft-ftages, with that of the 
royal roads and public magazines. I 
have been aifured that nothing was 
wanting to this refpedtable minifter but 
better health to qualify him for the 
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great talk he has impofed upon him- 
felf.

The ikability of miniftersis one of the 
moil remarkable particularities of the 
court of Spain. The monarch, who in 
difpofing of thefe eminent places, con- 
fults public opinion, has hitherto had 
the rare' happinefs of never having his 
approbation diihonoured by the event. 
For which reafon his minifters, with
out abandoning themfelves to indolence, 
which this fecurity might naturally pro
duce, ardently labour to juftify his con- 

. fidence, and lofe not that time which 
to them is fo precious, in watching the 
latent -fprings of intrigue, and difcon- 
certing its fecret machinations. They 
have the courage to form vaft projects, 
becaufe they know that death only can 
prevent their execution, and are certain 
of finding a conftant fupport in the be
nevolence of the monarch. Nothing di
verts them from their principal objcdt. 
Pleaftires do not abound at the Spanifli 
court ; there are no theatrical reprefen-

Vol. I. K tations

circumftanc.es
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tations of any kind; the amufement of 
the fovereign and the princes is confined 
to the chace. This is a great inconve
nience to the idlers about the court, but 
very advantageous to public affairs. Mi- 
nifters may there dedicate their whole 
time to their bufinefs, and give frequent 
audiences. I have often greatly admired 
the Ample and regular life they lead ; 
walking- is aimoil: the only amufe- 
ment they permit themfelves. Nothing 
lefs than the efteemof the nation and the 
love of public good can recompenfe them 
for fo intirely renouncing the greater 
part of the pleafures of life. I never was 
intimate with any of them, but accord
ing to what I have heaid, they feel no 
regret at the felf-denial which their fixa
tions require. Their principal fociety 
confifts ot their cleiks, who habitually 
eat at their table. This reciprocal con- 
liraint has fome particular inconve
niences, but there refults from it a 
greater union between the heads and the 
lubalterns, and more unanimity in the 
conduit of affairs. Thofe who difpatch 

them
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them under the eye of the minifter are 
riot, in fait, merely clerks ; they may 
rather be compared to the principals of 
our offices. To be appointed to thefe 
places, it is neceflary to ha' e given, 
proofs of talents in fome confidential 
employment. There are undoubtedly 
abufes in the public offices of the court 
of Spain as well as in all others; orders 
are there eluded, and perhaps traiteroufly 
divulged as in other countries ; but in 
general, corruption is very rare, and 
perfons in office are polite and obliging; 
this is the unanimous opinion of thofe 
who have had any connections or bufi
nefs with them.

It may teafohably be fuppofed that 
with the few refources which the court 
of Spain prefents, it confifts only of 
thofe who are confined there by their 
places. At St. Ildefonfo it is almoft de
fer ted, fo that the royal perfonages are 
for the moil part reduced to the fociety 
°f thofe whofe fervices require their 
attendance. The princefs of Afturias 

K 2 ' her- 
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herfelf, whofe obliging manners, wit and 
graces irrefiftably charm all thofe who 
approach her, paffes moft of her time in 
private, where ihe has few other plea- 
fures than thofe of mufic and converfa- 
tion. The prince, her huiband, has a tafte 
for mufic and moft of the fine arts; he 
patronizes that of painting in particular, 
and not fatisfied with the matter-pieces 
with which the palace of the king his 
father is furniihed, he is making a col
lection of the beft paintings of different 
fchcols, in which he is affifted by two 
of his valets de chambres, one a French
man, the other an Italian. Some years 
ago, on the vague expreflion of a wiih, 
which was taken notice of by one of 
them, Louis XVI, fent him two fine 
paintings by Vernet. The prince has 
become fo partial to the productions of 
the pencil of that matter, that in the 
efcurial there is a little cabinet of which 
all the pannels are finifhed by the hand 
of this great painter.

The
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The apartments of the palace of St. 
Ildefonfo are, if I may fo fpeak, hung 
with paintings. Thofe of the firft royal 
anti-chamber are flattering to a French, 
obferver ; he there paffes in review, as 
in an hiftorical gallery, firft an elegant 
portrait of Louis XIV, by Rigaud; and 
next that of Louis XV. when a child ; 
thofe of the regent, the duke of Ven
dome, the laft duke of Parma, of the houfe 
ofFarnefe and his duchefs,as alfo thofe of 
Charles III, when he went to take pof- 
feflion of the kingdom of Naples, and 
Philip V, on his arrival in Spain ; the 
latter of which made a great imprefiion 
on me as well as many other perfons by 
the mild and noble countenance which 
refembles that of the count d’Artois. It 
is rather furprifing that this portrait 
fhould be placed near that of the arch
duke. It might be imagined by this An
gular union that at the termination of 
the quarrel of thefe two princes, the 
archduke had fent to his fortunate rival, 
his portrait, as a pledge of their recon
ciliation, and that it was placed in a pa- 

K 3 lace.
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lace, in which the duke, whole likenefs 
¡t was, had conceived the hope of amend
ing the throne, The chamber adjoin
ing is that in which the king dines. It 
has a view of one of the fineil cafcades 
in the garden, which is furrounded by 
double walls of verdure. The neareft 
trees fhade the balcony, and their iha- 
dows gently wave on the pannels within. 
This room is alfo decorated with feveral 
paintings, among which are fome by 
Murillo and Solimena, I mean not to 
enumerate all thofe in the adjoining 
apartments. I fhall only obferve, that 
according to connoifleurs there is a finé 
one of St. Sebaftian, by Guido; an ex
cellent copy of a Magdalen by the fame 
mafter; and a Flemilh family by Ru
bens, in which we fee the ftrongeft ex- 
preffion. There is alfo a picture by Pouf- 
fin, but it is placed fo high that I could 
not diftinguiih the fubjedl; two heads 
by Mengs, a fmall piece by Amicofii, 
in which three beautiful angels of rather 
too faint a white, hold the facred wind
ing iheet unfolded ; the portraits of the 

princc§ 
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princes of Conde and M. de Turenne, 
upon the fame canvafs, by Vandyck ; 
with feveral other pieces of afmaller fize 
to be feen in the king’s cabinet. There 
are alfo a confiderable number in the 
apartments of the prince and princefs of 
Afturias. Among others are three of 
larger dimenfions in their dining-room, 
which reprefent the three principal pe
riods of the life of Job. In that of the 
Infanta Maria- Jofepha is a Roman cha
rity fo ftriking as to excite univerfal ad
miration ; the colouring is highly finilh- 
ed, and in the heads there is a noble- 
nefs and propriety which infpires equal 
admiration and refpedt. In the draw
ing-room of the princefs there is one 
painting, Angular from its extraordinary 
fize, and the number of figures it con
tains. By their odd dreifes, fo little re- 
fembling thofe of the age, the artift may 
be fuppofed a Fleming. It prefents 
all the various circumftances of the re- 
p.aft at which Herod, to pleafe his daugh
ter, ordered John the Baptift to be be
headed. It is natural to imagine that

K 4 the
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the painter intended by this allegory to 
perpetuate a remembrance of the death of 
the unfortunate Don Carlos : this is one 
of thofe old traditions which timehas ren
dered facred, and of which the age and 
origin are equally unknown. I ihall 
not farther enlarge this long lift, which 
will convey no information to connoif- 
feurs, and is infufficient for the igno
rant. Thofe of our readers who wiih 
for a more complete one may confult 
two journeys into Spain not long fince 
given to the public, one by Mr. Twifs? 
and the other by Mr. Swinburn *.

Let us now defcend to the gallery, 
which occupies all the front on the fide 
towards the gardens. Here are alfo 
fome paintings, and among others, two 
good copies, one from Raphael, the otheu 
from Giulio Romano, and two or three 

* Thefe two Engliihmen, who have lately writ
ten upon Spain, are not in equal repute in their 
own country. Mr. Swinburn, known by other 
travels, difplays in his wotk confiderable taftç 
and learning, and is preferred to Mr. Twifs.

pretty
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pretty heads in Mofaic ; but what is moil 
valuable is a confiderable number of an
tiques, moft of which were purchafed 
in Italy by Philip V, and formerly made 
a part of the cabinet of queen Chriftina. 
Thofe which moft engaged my attention 
were a cylindrical altar, on which the 
proceflion of Silenusis fculptured in bafs 
relief; a cololfal Cleopatra ; a ftatue of 
Jupiter wielding his thunder, feveral 
Venufes of the fize of the human figure ; 
eight mufes a little mutilated, in which 
modern and unikilful hands have endea
voured to repair the injuries of time ; and 
of which the drapery is remarkable for its 
lightnefs ; two groups which are banifli- 
ed to a, corner, as if they were afhamed to 
retrace the unimproving fictions of my
thology; two of the adulterous amours of 
Jupiter, in the pious abodes of catholic 
kings, a Leda and a Ganymede, who carefs 
without fuipicion the immodeft birds, 
whofe figure the god had affumed ; and 
a fmall figure of Seneca feated and wrap
ped in his mantle. But the antique fculp- 
tui'es which more particularly merit the 

attention
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attention of connoiffeurs, and the fight 
of which alone is fufficient to recom- 
pence the fatigues of a journey to Spain 
are the young fawn carrying a kid and 
the group of Caftor and Pollux, two 
original mailer-pieces of antiquity in per
fect prefervation, copies of which, in 
marble, ilone, and plaiiter are every 
where found by the fide of thofe of 
the Venus de Medicis, the Laocoon, 
the Apollo Belvidere, and the Farne- 
fian Hercules.

In an apartment in the gallery the 
fmeft marbles of Spain, in columns, 
vafes, and bufts, feem to vie with the 
productions tranknitted to us from an
tiquity ; yet notwithflanding the excel
lence of thofe modern performances they 
only ferve to render the fuperiority of 
the venerable remains of antiquity kill 
more apparent. A fmall corridor, adjoin
ing to the gallery, contains in piles every 
thing for which no place could be 
found in the latter, Egyptian ilatues, 
fragments of columns, bafs reliefs, buffs 

and 
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and other antiques, configned to dull, 
dekrudtive infedts, and whatever an
ticipates the ravages of time. It is 
to be regretted, that a court whofe fo- 
vereigns know fo well how to value and 
encourage the arts, ihould not have 
chofen a more convenient place in 
which thefe precious monuments might 
be preferved from the dekrudtion by 
which they are threatened.

Without the caille of St. Ildefonfo, 
proofs of the vigilance of the monarch, 
and his take for ufeful ekablilhments, 
appear on every fide. His prime mi- 
niiler, worthy of feconding the bene
ficent views of his mailer, remarked to 
him that the country round St. Ilde- 
fonfo contained numbers of poor peo
ple, women and children, who through 
want of employment were reduced to 
lead an idle life, which might fow the 
feeds of every kind of vice ; the mo
narch immediately ekabliihed, not far 
from his palace, a manpfadture in which 
thefe perfons, until then incapable of

• ren-
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rendering themfelves' ufeful, weave and 
prepare linens of different qualities. The 
edifice which contains them rofe, as if 
by magic, at the command of the fo- 
vereign. In 1781, it had not been 
thought of. A manufacturer at Leon 
had the mortification of feeing govern
ment flop in its progrefs a confiderable 
manufactory, which had been confided 
to his direction. He was ordered to 
St. Ildefonfo, and before the month of 
Auguft 1783. there were upwards of 
twenty looms employed in the new ma
nufactory, and two great machines for 
prefling and waffling the linen; this 
however is but a trifle, compared to 
what Spain has done, and has yet to 
do before ihe can become independent 
of foreigners with refpeCt to thefe arti
cles. Nature has, in this particular, 
been as kind to her as in all others; ihe 
derived advantages from it at the period 
of her greateft fplendor. The Spaniards 
.manufactured all kinds of houlhold 
linen, and did not import from their 
neighbours a third of what thev do at t O </
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prefent. They are now in the way of 
regaining thofe advantages, being con
vinced that Arragon is proper for the 
cultivation of hemp and flax.

In Bifcay thefe already flouriih, and 
in Afturia, Old Caftile, and particularly 
in the kingdom of Granada, of which 
the hemp ahd flax are preferable to 
thofe which Spain is ftill obliged to pro
cure from the north for the ufe of her 
navy, people begin ferioufly to medi
tate fimilar eftabliihments. But Galicia 
is the only province in which the ma
nufacture of linens is in any very ad
vanced ftate. This province produces 
linen for every kind of ufe, fufficient for 
its own confumption, and even fends 
fome to Madrid and into Andakifia, Let 
not foreign merchants, however, who 
fend linen'to Spain be alarmed; were 
all the provinces immediately to follow 
the example of that of Galicia, her vail 
colonies would, for a long time, afford 
an almoft inexhauftible market for the. 

linens
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linens of Brittany, Silefia, Switzerland 
and Ireland.

Near the new eftabliihed manufacture 
for articles of neceffity, there is one of 
luxury, begun in the reign of Philip V. 
this is a manufacture of looking-glafies, 
the only one of the kind in Spain. It 
was at firft only a common glafs manu
factory, which ftill exits, and produces 
tolerably good bottles, and white glafs 
extremely well cut. I purchafed fome 
on which cyphers, letters, and pleafmg 
landfcapes are ingeniouily engraved. 
This was the firft ftep towards a far 
more enlarged undertaking. The look
ing glafs manufactory of St. Ildefonfo 
may be compared with the fineft efta- 
bliibments of the kind ; drawings of it 
may be feen in the plates of the French 
Encyclopédie. The edifice is fpacioiis 
and well contrived ; it contains two 
furnaces and twenty ovens, in which 
the glafs gradually cools after having 
been run. They make glafies of all di- 
menfions, from common fquares to 

thofe
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thofe of the greateft fize. They are not 
fo clear, and are perhaps lefs poliihed 
than thofe of Venice and St. Gobin ; but 
no manufacture has yet produced them 
of fuch large dimenfions. The opera
tion of cafting them is performed with 
much precifion. The count d’Artois 
had the curiofity to be prefent at it; 
the glafs run in his prefence was, as well 
as I can remember, a hundred and thirty
inches long by fixty-five wide, and I 
was afiured that there were others which 
exceeded it in fize. They are chipped 
in a long gallery joining to the manu
factory, and at the diftance of a quar
ter of a league there is a machine put 
in motion by water, which gives them 
their laft poliih ; they are afterwards 
taken to Madrid, where they are filvered. 
The king has fome of the fineft to de
corate his apartments; of others he 
makes prefents to the courts molt inti
mately connected with that of Spain.

In 1783, his majefty added fome of 
thefe glaifes to the prefents he fent to 

the
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the Ottoman court, with which he had 
juft concluded a treaty. It cannot but 
be highly pleafing to an enlarged and 
philofophical mind to refledt that, not- 
withftanding the prejudices of religion 
and politics which formerly divided 
nations, the arts have eftabliihed be
tween them an exchange of articles of 
luxury throughout all Europe, and that 
the beauties of the feraglio may admire 
themfelves in glaifes fabricated at St. II- 
defonfo, whilft Turkey carpets cover 
the floors of French apartments. The 
reft of the produce of the manufactory 
of St. Udefonfo is fold at Madrid, and 
in the provinces, for the king’s ac
count ; but it may eafily be imagined 
that the profits are too fmall to reim- 
burfe the expences of fo extenfive an 
cftabliihment, which,,except the article 
of wood, is fo diftant from all the raw 
materials it employs. Situated as it is, 
far inland, furrounded by lofty moun
tains, and at a confiderable diftance 
from any navigable river, it ought cer
tainly to be numbered among the efta- 

bliihments. 
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blifhments of luxury which profper 
near the throne, and contribute to add 
to its fplendor.

I was at St. Udefonfo during the whole 
time the count d’Artois remained there. 
The count, as well as all the perfons 
who accompanied him, appeared ex
tremely fenfible of the polite reception 
they met with ; and the court, notwith- 
Handing the natural gravity of its dif- 
pofition, feemed pleafed to fee one of 
the greateft ornaments of that of France 
fubmit to Spaniih etiquette, to the re
gular and little varied manner of life 
habitual to the fovereign, and render
ing, with the cordial warmth of a re- 
fpedive and affectionate nephew, his du
ties to the king his uncle ; fometimes 
Partaking with him the peaceful recre
ation of fiihing and the pleafures of the 
chace, which, for the monarch of 
Spain, are almoft .as filent as the for
mer, and quietly palling the remainder 
°f his time with the amiable nobility of 
his fuite, either in the palace of the 
V°L* I- L king
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or in the hotel of the French am- 
baifador, The court remarked, with 
equal fatisfadlion, the intimate connec
tion formed between two auguft princes, 
already of almoft equal rank, and who 
mutually to love only /wanted to be 
acquainted ; two princes worthy of each 
other by their franknefs and loyalty, 
one the heir to the crown of Spain, and 
the other the fecond fupport of that 
of France. This attachment which re
flected benevolence upon thole who 
furrounded them, would have been fuf- 
ficient to have deftroyed the prejudices 
of the prince of Afturias (if ever he had 
any) again!! a nation of which he had 
not till then been able to judge under 
1’uch favourable circumftances. After 
this agreeable interview, he muit have 
believed, that our Superficial exterior 
¡night poffibly conceal eftimable qua
lities, and that the elegance of our 
manners excludes none of the virtues 
which fubdue the heart and give new 
luftre to the graces. I flatter myfelf 
thgt fhe meeting in which the two 

princes
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princes had an opportunity of forming 
a judgment of each other, will hill more 
contribute to the glory and happinefs of 
the houfe of Bourbon, by {Lengthening 
the ties by which its ' two branches 
ihould be united. We perhaps do not 
Sufficiently confider the influence which 
the peifonal attachment of two princes 
dcftined to reign, or to be continually 
near the throne, muft have upon the 
happinefs of nations. How many bloody 
Wars would have been prevented, had 
fovereigns, or their minifters, been known 
to each other perfonally, and not merely 
by the falfe light of political négociation 
and intrigue. Ambition, that unnatural 
and violent ebullition of the mind, be
fore which the happinefs it purfues per
petually flies, would undoubtedly yield 
to milder pallions, more analogous to 
the natural goodnefs of the human 
heart ; and the effects of that univerfal 
oenevolence which is encreafed and pro
pagated by being exercifed would fre
quently triumph over the frigid cal
culations of cabinets.

L 2 Let
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Let us therefore congratulate our phi-» 
iofophical age, which by extending the 
tafte for travelling even to fovereigns 
themfelves, will by degrees fee the pre
judices that divide courts and empires 
vaniih, and perhaps deftroy the fource 
of wars, which were never longer or 
more bloody than between fovereigns 
who faw not each other, but through 
the illufions of falfe glory, and between 
whom no interview ever tempered the 
bitternefs of national hatred,

The fray of the count d’ Artois at St. 
Ildefonfo, which has caufed and will 
excufe this digreflion, continued a fort
night ; his highpefs went afterwards to , 
Madrid. The duke of Bourbon arrived 
at St. Ildefonfo on the day of the count’s 
departure, and remained there twenty- 
four hours. Though he travelled under 
the name of the count of Dammartin, 
the Spanifh monarch gave orders that 
he ihould be treated as a prince of his 
family. He was not dazzled by the 
Iipmgge paid tp his rank 5 he was a 

Bourbon 
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Bourbon to none but the king and his 
family. To all the reft of the court he 
was a private individual, whofe exterior 
grace, engaging manners and modefty 
won every heart. He found the count 
d’Artois at Madrid; and thefe two princes 
vifited together the curiofities of the 
capital, went to the theatre, and were 
prefent at a bull-fight.

The Caftilians every where flocked 
about them, and it was eafy to perceive 
that curiofity was not the only motive 
of the eagernefs with which perfons of 
both fexes, all ranks, and every age 
prefied to fee them. I will, on this oc- 
cafion, relate an anecdote trifling in it- 
felf, but which will ferve to prove with 
what circumfpedtion it is neceifary to 
judge concerning a nation with whofe 
language and manners we are not per- 
fedtly acquainted. When the princes 
had vifited the palace of Buen-Retiro, 
their condudtors, who knew no lan
guage but the Spanifh, aiked them if 
they would go and fee la China. Some 
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of the attendants to the princes thought 
they weie aiked if they were going 
to China, and laughed at the abfurd 
queftion. The truth, however, was, 
that thefe good people propofed to 
them to go to the manufactory of por
celain, which in Spanilh is called China y 
as fluffs which come from Batavia are 
called after the Dutch colony of that 
name, and linens made in Silefia, Bre- 
tagnes. How many errors in the nar
ratives of travellers arife from fimilar 
miftakesI

But leaving the count d’Artois and 
the duke of Bourbon to continue their 
journey to the camp of St. Roch, let us 
now return to St. Ildefonfo, the environs 
of which have ftill feveral claims to our 
attention.

At the diftance of a quarter of a 
league from this royal manfion runs a 
little river (the Erefma) which ferves 
for the innocent pleafures of the fove- 
reign, and often reflects his image, The 
banks have on each fide a caufeway,

or 
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or where the ground requires them, 
there are ftone or fod heps. It is en- 
clofed between two piles of rocks, 
grouped in the moft romantic manner. 
Its limpid waters fometimes run tumul- 
tuouily over leffer rocks in the bed of 
the river, or precipitate themfelves by 
natural cafcades, fometimes forming 
fmall bafons which ferve as afylums to 
the trout deftined to pafs from the hook 
of his Catholic majefty to his table. I11 
fome places this river is feparated by 
little meadows from copfes of green 
oak, with which that part of the coun
try abounds. In others tufted ihrubs 
are fèen upon the tops of the rocks, or 
hang waving from their fides.

Reader, if ever you ihould refide for 
fome time at St. Ildefonfo, and find 
yourfelf wearied with the dull magni
ficence which reigns in the palaces of 
kings, repair to the banks of the Eref
ma, there you will find one of the fineft 
Englilh gardens Nature ever formed ; 
nor will you regret thofe at the diftance

L 4 of
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of a quarter of a league in which art 
has difplayed all its luxury: and you will 
return more fatisfied with yourfelf and 
lefs defirous of the falfe enjoyments 
which pomp procures at an enormous 
expence.

The court of Spain goes once a vear 
to alarm the Naiades of the Erefma,' by 
the noife of a general deer-hunting The 
rendezvous is upon the banks of this 
little river, about a league from the 
cattle of St. Ildefonfo. Some days pre» 
vious to the arrival of the court, a num
ber of peafants are fent to the neigh
bouring woods and hills to drive before 
them the deer with which the country 
plentifully abounds. The prefcribed 
limits are by degrees narrowed, until the 
time fixed for roufing the game. The 
fpo¥t then becomes excellent : the 
deer run in fmall herds oh all fides, 
feemingly perceiving the danger into 
which they are driven, after which they 
face about and endeavour to brave 
the running fire of mufquetry that 

threatens 
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threatens them in the rear ; but obey
ing the impulfes of fear, and failing 
in their attempt, they pafs in clofer 
herds through the fatal defile, where 
the king, his fons, and the other princes, 
placed in ambufeade, wait their arrival. 
Their agility now becomes their laft re- 
fource, and faves the greater number. 
Out of three or four thoufand, and 
fometimes more, which thus pafs in re
view, about a hundred fall. Some re
main dead upon the fpot, others carry 
away with them the mortal wound, and 
fly to conceal their agony in the thickets. 
Their bodies, whilft yet in palpitation, 
are brought and arranged upon the field 
of battle. Thefe are numbered with a 
cruel fatisfadlion, for which a philofo- 
pher would reproach himfelf, but which 
it is agreed to pardon in hunters. The 
whole court, the ambaifadors and fo
reign minifters commonly take part in 
this amufement, which is repeated to
wards the end of every vifit to the El- 
curial. The counts of Artois and Dam
martin were invited as they returned 

from
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from the camp of St. Roch, and there 
appeared as a&ors. They perhaps would 
have wiihed for a lefs eafy victory over 
the timid inhabitants of the woods, 
which they are accuftomed to chafe, and 
not coolly to maflacre ; but the forefts of 
Compiegne and Fontainebleau had never 
offered them thofe legions of fleet herds, 
filing off by thoufands before them, and 
this fight, perhaps, the only one of the 
kind in Europe, feemed highly to gra
tify their curiofity.

There is another place to which, during 
the vifit to St. Ildefonfo, the catholic 
king goes once to carry thither the noife 
and terror which accompany the chafe. 
I mean the environs of Paular, a mo
naftery of Carthufians, at the foot and 
on the other fide of the enormous 
mountains which command the cable. 
During the reft of the year it is the 
afylum of peace and filence. The Pau
lar, one of the rich eft convents of the 
Carthufians in Spain, is fituated in a 
charming valley, watered by a confider- 

able
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able rivulet, which runs gently through 
the groves and meadows. This ftream 
drives a paper-mill, the noife of which 
is the only found repeated by the foli- 
tary echoes of the neighbourhood. A 
Frenchman, for in what country is not 
a Frenchman to be found, manages this 
manufacture on the account of the 
monks, and feems in this corner of the 
world to have forgotten both his coun
try and language. We one day recog
nized each other by that fpecies of in- 
ftinCt by which two natives of the fame 
country are reciprocally attracted, who 
firft explain themfelves by a fmile, of 
which their common language foon be
comes the interpreter. I had been to 
vifit the monaftery of Paular, and had 
forgotten to provide myfelf with letters 
of recommendation to the prior. Ex
cluded from this pious afylum, I ex
piated my negligence by wandering, 
without knowing whether I went, and 
without provisions, about the monaftery. 
My guardian angel, or the genius of the 
country, conducted me towards the pa

per-
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-per-mill; I took the lucky path, and 
the director of this little manufactory 
conjecturing I was a Frenchman, accoft- 
ed me and. offered his fervice. His in- 
terceffion opened to me the doors of the 
convent, and procured me proofs of the 
hofpitable generofity of its filent inha
bitants.

There is nothing remarkable in the 
monaftery of Paular, except the great 
cloifter in which Vincent Carducho has 
painted the principal events of the life 
of Saint-Bruno.

1 ihall now accompany the reader to 
the caftie of Rio Frio three leagues from 
St. Ildefonfo. Herds of deer wander in 
the woods by which it is furrounded. 
Thefe animals, which in general are fo 
timid, appear to live here in a fecurity 
that excites furprife in the traveller, 
and which is difturbed but once a year, 
when the king makes them pafs gently 
in review, and chufes at leifure thofe he 
means to kill. The caftie of Rio Frio 

is 
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is fituated in an extremely fandy foil. It 
was built by queen Ifabella of Farnefe, 
who after the death of Philip V, re
tired to St. Ildefonfo during the whole 
reign of Ferdinand VI, fon of that mo
narch, but by another wife ; and deter
mined to make the caftie of Rio Frio 
her laft abode. That it might recall to 
her memory the new palace of Madrid, 
which neither fhe nor her huiband had 
the good fortune to refide in even a 
Angle day, fhe ordered it to be built after 
the fame plan, but of lefs dimenfions. 
Her own fon Charles III, being called to 
the throne of Spain by the death of Fer
dinand VI, her project of retreat va- 
nifhed, „and the caftie of Rio Frio 
was abandoned even before it was 
finiihed.j

We will now leave St. Ildefonfo and 
take the road to the Efcurial. At about 
three quarters of a league from the 
caftie we pafs the Erefma over a bridge, 
and arrive at Balfain, a village fituated 
jn a hollow fhaded by thick woods. The 

kings
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kings of Spain had formerly a hunting 
feat here, to which Philip V, fometimes 
went, and where he conceived the pro
ject of building St. Ildefonfo, in this 
wild country, which promifed to gratify 
at once his tafte for folitude and for the 
chace. The French ambaflador, before 
the king built his palace at St. Ilde
fonfo, refided at this old cattle. As foon 
as we have patted it, we climb for two 
leagues the tops of the high mountains 
which feparate the two Cattiles. The 
road is lhaded by high pines, the tops of 
which are frequently loft in the fogs 
which rife from the bofoms of deep val- 
lies. The air becomes infenfibly colder 
as we approach the fummits of the moun
tains ; and when we have arrived at the 
feven points of rocks which, from St. 
Ildefonfo, have the appearance of an 
immenfe parapet wall, a new objedt pre- 
fents itfelf to the admiring eye. Before 
us we view the vaft plains of new Caftile, 
and perceive Madrid conttderably with
in the bounds of the horizon over which 
the fight wanders to an immenfe diftance.

We
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We are here in another country, and 
find another iky and a different tempera
ture. The traveller frequently leaves 
behind him clouds above clouds, to which 
the mountains feem to ferve as bounda
ries, and inftantly paifes into the moil 
ferene air. The rays of the fun loft in 
the thick fogs he had juft paffed through, 
add colouring and embelliihment to the 
profpedt around him. He foon precipi
tates himfelf rather than defcends from 
the top of this magnificent belvedere, 
and at the end of two leagues arrives at 
the town of Guadarrama, through which 
paifes the great road from Paris to Ma
drid. He croifes this road to follow that 
whicn leads to the Eicurial, at which 
the court reiides fix weeks after leaving 
St. Ildefonfo.

i

This famous monaftery is fituated at 
the midway of the afcerit of the chain 
of mountains which terminate old Caf- 
tfie. The choice which Philip V, made 
of this fteep fituation indicates the fa- 
vage and melancholy charadter which 

hiftorv*
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hiftory gives to that prince. We will 
not here, however, repeat their cen- 
fures. The Spaniards, even at this dis
tance of time, have not yet abandoned 
him to the cenfure of pofterity as we have 
our Louis XI, whom he refembled in 
more points than one. His memory, 
beiides, feems to command Tefpedt, at 
the approach of this royal convent, 
where we perpetually hear him called 
our holy founder, where his aihes are de- 
pofited, and where his image every where 
meets the eye. This foundation, as is 
well known, was in confequence of a 
vow made on the day of the battle of St. 
Quentin, at which, however, Philip was 
not prefent. It is known alfo that he 
dedicated it to St. Lawrence, of whom 
that day was the feaft. In Spain it is 
called by the name of this faint (San 
Lorenzo) and every thing in the Efcurial 
reminds us of the inftrument of his 
martyrdom. It is not only feen upon the 
•doors, windows, altars, rituals and fa- 
cerdotal habits, but the edifice itfelf 
bears its form. It is a quadrangular 

building
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building with the principal front to the 
weft, behind which is a mountain ; the 
oppofite fide, which faces Madrid, takes 
the form of the ihoftened handle of a 
gridiron reverfed ; and the four feet are 
reprefented by the fpires of four little 
fquare towers which rife above the four 
angles. I will not undertake with the 
Abbé de Vayrac and Colmenar, to give the 
number, no doubt exaggerated by them, 
of all the doorè, windows, courts, &c. of 
this famous Convent. In the whole, it 
certainly has fomething awful, but it 
does not perfedtly correfpond to the idea 
formed of it according to the accounts 
We have received. Its form did not per
mit the architedt to make the molt of 
its vaft extent ; and it is not till we 
have pafled the numerous dormitories^ 
and wandered among the courts, ftair- 
cafes and galleries that the imagination 
completes what a firit view had only 
Sketched. There is nothing magnifi
cent in the architedfure. It has rather 
that ferious fimplicity more proper for 
a convent than the fplendid elegance 

Vol. I m which
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which announces the refidence of a great 
monarch. The front to the weft alone 
has a fine portail formed by large co
lumns of the doric order, half funk in 
the wall, andon each fide two great doors 
of noble dimenfions. By this portail we 
pafs to an elegant fquare court, at the 
bottom of which is a church. This 
principal entrance is never open for the 
kings of Spain and the princes of the 
blood, except on two folemn occafions. 
When .they come for the firft time to 
the Efcurial, and when their remains are 
depofited there in the vault which awaits 
them. I could not but imagine I per
ceived the emblem of the gates of life, 
and thofe of eternity, which, for the 
children of kings, as well as for the 
meaneft of mortals, open but once and 
immediately lhut again for ever.

On this fide, the door of the church 
is announced by a fine periftyle ; over 
the front of which are coloflal ftatues of 
fix kings of Ifrael, which appear as in 
equilibrium upon their flight pedeftals.

Thefe
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Thefe fix kings had fome ihare in the 
founding or rebuilding of the temple 
of Jerufalem, as we are informed by the 
inferiptions upon the bafe of their fta
tues. The two in the middle are David 
and Solomon, to whom the fculptor has 
endeavoured to give the likenefs of 
Charles V, and Philip II, his fon ; fo 
ingenious has flattery ever been in feek- 
ing new channels to convey its homage, 
and turning to its ufe even what feems 
leaft adapted to its purpofe.

The front to the fouth is entirely defti- 
tute of ornament ; but in four ftories there 
are nearly three hundred windows. The 
two great doors of entrance are on the 
oppofite front. The whole edifice is 
built with hewn ftone of a fpecies of 
baftard granite, which by its colour, be
come brown with time, adds to the aufte- 
city or the building. The quarry where 

was dug is in the neighbourhood of 
the Efcurial, and it is faid that this was 
one motive for the choice of the fitua- 
tion of the Efcurial. It furnilhed blocks

M 2 of
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of fuch confiderable dimenfions, that 
three (tones were fufficient to form the 
chambranle of the greateft door-ways, 
and each ftep of the principal flair-cafe 
is compofed but of one.

When the court is not at the Efcu- 
rial, it is but a vail convent inhabited 
by two hundred monks, under the 
infpedtion of a prior. At the arrival of 
the court the convent is transformed 
into a palace. The monks are baniihed 
to the apartments in the fouth and weft 
fides, and the principal cells become the 
habitations of the royal family, and the 
nobility and gentry' of both fexes, by 
whom it is accompanied. The king 
himfelf has his in the narrow fpace which 
forms the handle of the gridiron. Phi
lip II, feems to have wiflied to make this 
a retreat, where Sovereign greatnefs 
might retire to hide itfelf beneath the 
fhade of altars, and become familiar
ized to its tomb ; and his fucceffors, 
faithful to this vow of humility, (till 
content themfelves with the fame mo- 

deft 
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deft habitation. It communicates,by a 
ftair-cafe, with the.church and veftry, 
in which the arts united have difplayed 
all their magnificence.

The church is in the form of a Gre
cian crofs, above which is a dome. The 
whole building refts upon pillars, per
haps rather too mafly, in the interftices 
of which are feveral altars. The archi- 
tedure is fimple but majeftic. Several 
fubjecls from holy writ, and fome facred 
allegories are painted in frefco in the 
dome, by the magical pencil of Luca 
Giordano. The great altar, which is af- 
cended by twenty fteps, contains three 
different orders of architecture, one above 
the other, in the form of a mutilated py
ramid : no expence has been fpared in 
decoration. Richnefs and elegance are 
United in the tabernacle. The columns 
aie of the mod precious marble ; the 
interftices are filled up with paintings by 
Lucas Cambiafo and Pellegrino Tibaldi. 
Yet the whole has fomething parfimoni- 
ous in its appearance, which forms a ftrik-

M 3 ing
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ing contraft with the majefty of the edi
fice. It is too lofty for its breadth, and 
appears to be crammed by force into the 
narrow fpace it occupies, as if it had not 
been erected for the-church to which it 
belongs. But the two monuments which 
accompany it are really beautiful; thefe 
perfectly accord with the fil’d of the 
three orders of which it is compofed, 
that is doric with fluted columns. The 
tombs are thofe of Charles V, and Phi
lip II. Thefe two fovereigns are on their 
knees, and feem to bow their majefty be
fore the King of Kings. They occupy 
rhe forepart of a kind of open chamber 
lined with black marble, by the fide of 
the altar. There is fomething at once 
folemn and grand in the two monu
ments. The fpedtator, while contem
plating them, cannot but profoundly re
flect on the vain infignificance of hu
man greatnefs, and the abyfs in which 
it is fooner or later (wallowed up. The 
tranquillity that reigns around them 
teems to be that of death, againft which 
the lords of the earth vainly arm them- 

felyeS' 
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felves with fepulchral pride. Thefe ye*  
flections become dill more ferious when 
applied to two fovereigns, who, during 
their lives, difturbed the world with 
their ambition, and arc now condemned 
to eternal filenep by the only law which 
they could not efcape,

The two neareft altars to the high- o 
altar, are thofe of the Annunciation 
and St. Jerome, which have beauties for 
devotees and goldfmiths. Two great 
doors, upon which are two indifferent 
paintings by .Lucas Cambiafo, open and 
leave the eye dazzled with innumerable 
relics in vafes, and cafes of filver and 
filver gilt, enriched with precious (tones. 
There is alfo a large St. Lawrence of 
folid filver, upon the bread of which 
are fome fpoils of this Martyr which 
his difciples faved from the flames. The 
church contains alfo fomegood paintings 
by artifts of the fecond order, among which 
are feveral apoftlcsby Navarette, known 
by the appellation of the dumb, the fall 
of the angels, and the martyrdom of 

M 4 St.
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St. Urfula, by Pellegrino Tfbaldi. In the 
two veftries particularly, mafter-pieçes’ 
pi tainting are fcattered with fuch pro- 
fuf on as is capable of fatiguing the ad
miration even of connoiffeurs. In the 
firft, in which the light is not good, 
there are three by Paul Veronefe, 
one by Titian, two by Tintoret, one 
by Rubens, and one by Spagnoletto. The 
principal veftry contains a ftill greater 
number, and would alone be fufficient 
to juftify the fame of the pfcurial.

I fhalh only mention the painting? 
moil ftriking to eyes leaft accuhomed 
to judge cf the produblions of the arts. 
That which has the greateft effect is 
the altar piece, by Claude Coello, a 
Portuguese, otherwife little known. It 
retraces a fccne, of which the veftry 
was the theatre. Charles II. accompa
nied by the nobility of his retinue, is 
repreiented on his knees before the holy 
facrament, held by the prior of the mo- 
naftery ; the monarch went thither pub
licly to fupplicate pardon for the pro

fanation 
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fanation of a hoft, lacerated by impious 
hands, and revenged by a miracle. The 
holy meditation of the monarch, the 
appearance of compunbtion in his fea
tures, the attitude of the prior, and 
thofe of the monks, by whom he is lur- 
rounded, and the manner in which fo 
many figures are grouped without con- 
fufion, give to the whole of this painting 
the moft fenfible eftebl; and although 
it be far from the bell piece, there 
is none which leaves a greater impref- 
fion upon the generality of fpeblators. 
Real connoiffeurs,*and  thofe who are 
dazzled by great names, prefer a fine 
holy Virgin by Guido ; two paintings by 
Vandyck, one the woman taken in 
adultery, the pther St. Jerome naked to 
the middle, and writingas he is dictated 
to by an angel, whofe frefhnefs of com
plexion produces the moft agreeable 
contraft with the fallow fkin of the aged 
faint. A large pibture by Tintoret, in 
which this painter has indulged all the 
caprice of his imagination, in giving a 
reprefentation of the Lord’s fupper.

An
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An attumption by Annibal Carracci; fe- 
veral pieces by Titian, and two, very 
admirable for the colouring, one a St, 
Sebaftian of the natural fize, and the 
other our Saviour difputing with a doctor 
of the lawj three by Raphael; one called 
the ■pearl, on account of its fuperior ex
cellence, is a holy family, in which the 
infant Jefus has agrace, ajuftnefs of ex- 
predion, and an exadtnefs of drawing 
which belongs only to this great matter; 
and another the vifitation, jn which the 
modefty of the Virgin, and her embar- 
raffment on appearing before Elizabeth 
with the unexpected and already appa
rent figns of her pregnancy cannot be 
too much admired,

Lefs celebrated artifts have alfo con
tributed to the decoration of the veftry, 
I fhall mention but two : the chevaliers 
Máxime and Romanelli. The firft has 
exhibited the beauty of Guido’s forms in 
the painting where Chrift difputes in 
the temple with the doétors, and the 
graces and fweetnefs of the pencil of 

Albano
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Albano appear in that of the latter, the 
Virgin feated carefled by her holy infant. 
I cannot leave the veftry without men
tioning a kind of obelilk in filigreen, 
ornamented with precious ttones, con
cealed behind the fine painting of Claude 
Coello, and which is never expofed ex
cept at the celebration of the miracle 
it reprefents. It may be imagined, with
out my faying it, that this veftry con
tains, in large drawers, the moil rich 
facerdotal ornaments, chandeliers, facred 
vales and the like, which are greater 
proofs of the magnificence of the kings 
of Spain than of their piety.

The fame obfervation may be made 
on the pantheon their fepulchre, to 
which a door in the pafiage from the 
church to the veftry opens. The ftair- 
çafe is entirely covered with marble, as 
is alfo theinfide of the pantheon. This 
is divided into feveral chambers, each 
of which has its particular diftindtion. 
One of them is what is called the podri- 
dero, or the rotting place. Here the bo

dies
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dies of the kings and the royal family 
are deliverd up to the firft ravages of 
corruption. The bodies of the princes 
and princefles of Spain, who have not 
reigned, are depofited in another. It is 
in this auguft and difmal aifembly that 
the duke of Vendome is placed, like M. 
de Turenne at St. Denis, among the re
mains of our kings. Many people are 
ftill of opinion, that the firft of thefe 
generals was interred in a village in the 
kingdom of Valencia, where he died. 
I examined the regifter of the monaf- 
tery, and found an account of his re
mains being brought thither, and I af
terwards learned, that they arrived at 
the Efcurial the 9th of September 1712, 
and were received by my lord Cotron, 
captain of the guards of Philip V. and 
the count de Las Torres; that they were 
fn ft depofited in the old pantheon, 
whence they were transferred to that of 
the princes. The real pantheon ferves 
as the laft afylum only for the kings 
and queens of Spain. It feems as if they 
wiihed to be revenged of death, -which 

levels
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levels all ranks, by making this pre
eminence furvive them.

It is impoffible not to feel a kind of 
religious awe when we defcend into this 
vault, in which deçeafed grandeur feems 
to ftruggle againft annihilation ? A few 
rays of half extinguiihed light with 
difficulty penetrate this cold abode. 
To fupply the defect, a fuperb luftre, 
pendant from the cupola, is lighted up 
on extraordinary occafions ; but except 
in thefe cafes the curious are conducted 
by a flambeau into the middle of the 
motionlefs and filent aifembly of fove- 
reigns of both fexes. By the unfteady 
light of the flambeau we difcover, op- 
pofite the door by which we enter, an 
altar and a crucifix of black marble upon’ 
a pedeftal of porphyry. The reft cor- 
refponds to this melancholy magnifi
cence. The cafes which contain the 
bodies of the kings and queens are 
placed on each fide the altar, in three 
ftories, and in different compartments, 
formed by fine fluted pilafters of mar

ble;
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ble; the cafes are of bronze^ fimple, 
yet noble in their form. The pantheon 
is not yet full, but the empty cafes are 
ready to open to receive their depofits. 
A falutary yet terrible leffon, which 
kings have not refufed to receive from 
the bold defigns of an able architect,

Philip II. repofes in the moil elevated 
tomb of the firft divifion; He it was 
who laid the foundation of the pan
theon ; but it was not finiihed till the 
reign of Philip IV. as we are informed 
by the infcription over the inner door 
of the ftair-cafe. It has yet been 
opened but to two fovereigns of the 
houfe of Bourbon, the young king 
Louis I. who afcended the throne in 
1721, and died the fame year, and queen 
Amelia, wife to the prefent monarch ; 
as if the allies of two royal houfes, fo 
long divided by political intere!!, were 
itili averfc to uniting even in the tomb. 
Philip V. and his queen are interred at 
St. Ildefonfo ; Ferdinand VI. and queen

Barbara
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Barbara his wife, at Madrid, in a con
vent which they had founded.

The following well-known line can
not be applied to this temple of death ;

Le temps qui detruit tout en offermlt les murs L

The ravages of time, feconded by 
the damps, has not fpared even ths 
marble. Here we are at once led to re
flect on the frailty of man, whatever 
may be his rank, and the perilhable 
nature of his works, which in his pride 
he dares confecrate to immortality.

The choir of the monks of the El- 
curial is above the great door of the 
church, and oppofite the high altar. 
The walls are decorated with paintings 
in frefco, the lubjecls of which have re
lation to S. Jerome and St. Lawrence. 
The pulpit, notwithilanding its enor
mous fize, turns upon a pivot with

■ T line, which deftroys all things, has given 
flrength to the walls.

fur-
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furprifing facility. Behind the choir 
is a matter-piece of fculpture; a Chrift 
in marble, of the natural fize ; it was ex
ecuted by Benvenuto-Cellini, by whom 
the conftable de Bourbon was killed upon 
the walls of Rome.

From the fides of the choir begins a 
gallery which runs along the two fronts 
of the church, and communicates by 
four doors to the firft ftory of the mo- 
naftery ; it is interfered by ieveral fpaces 
between the joints and pillars which 
contain a part of the congregation du
ring the time of divine fervice. Thither 
I frequently went, that I might be pene
trated with the profound fentiments 
which enter the minds of perfons, the 
leaft devout, at the awful afpedt of a 
temple. That of the Efcurial difpofes 
more than any other to fuch medita
tions. Its mafs, the folidity of which 
has already furvived its founder, who 
Heeps within its walls, almoft two cen
turies, and will furvive him for twenty 
more; the memory of this imperious

mo-

O F S P A I N. I?;
monarch, which for a long time paft 
has there received no other tribute than 
funeral prayers, and whofe ihade is fup- 
pofed to wander in this melancholy mo
nument of his fear and his piety ; the 
found of a hundred voices which make 
the roofs re-echo with the praifes of 
the eternal being; all difpofe the mind 
to ferious reflexion, with which it is 
a thoufand times more fatisfied than 
faith vain and giddy diffipation. Ye 
who look with envy upon tranfient gran
deur,-and who wifli to vanquiih that reft- 
lefs ambition which embitters your days 
and may render them culpable, vifit this 
temple and refign yourfelves to medita
tion ; you will find your heart foftened 
and your reafon fortified ; your eyes will 
be filled with tears, and you will return 
more refigned to your fate, more hu
mane and more happy.

On leaving the gallery to go to the 
r°yal apartments, we pafs a long cori- 
dor, remarkable for the paintings in 
frefco on the walls. It is called the 

VoL« I- * N hall

1
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hall of battles, becaufe the paintings 
reprefent feveral of thofe of the ancient 
kings of Spain againft the Moors, The 
perfpeCtive is badly obferved, but the 
attitudes, dreffes and the lively colour
ing excite the admiration of all con-- 
noiffeursv

I ihall not defcribe a fma-11 chapel 
adjoining to the choir, in whcih is a 
large painting of St. Ferdinand, the- 
matter-piece of Luca Giordano, and a 
few other middling performances, nor 
feveral other places in which paintings 
are to be found. The art of fatiguing 
is that of faying every thing.

I cannot, however, avoid mentioning 
the two great cloifters : one above, the 
other below paved with marble, and of 
vail dimenfions. The paintings in frcfco 
of the lower cloitter are, perhaps, more 
extolled than they deferve. If the con- 
noiffeur fecks the effeCts of perfpeCtive, 
and brilliant colouring, he will be de
ceived in his expectations; but if he 

admires
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a'dmiies heads full of expreffion, and the 
great and vigorous forms of the fchool of 
Michael Angelo, lie will return more than 
once to examine the principal events of 
the life of our Saviour, painted in al- 
rnoil: coloflal figures by Pellegrino TibaL 
di, round the cloifter.

Both the cloifters are entered by nar
row and bbfctire condors. The chief 
defedl in the architecture of the Efcin 
rial, is that, in general, the principal ob- 
jedts are not fo placed as to have the 
beft effedt. The portal is feen but by 
accident; nothing announces the great 
ftair-cafe, you arrive at the foot of it 
before you fuppofe it to be near. There 
1S a fine inner court, ornamented with 
two rows of porticos, of noble archi
tecture; the center is occupied by a 
bnaall circular temple, with four doors, 
of which the inner columns correfpond 
to four ftone bafons, each as it were un
der the protection of an angel. This 

perhaps the moil regular piece of ar- 
liteCture in the Efcurial: but it feems

N2 to
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to be wilfully concealed from the eyes 
of the curious ; it is feen but from the 
windows of the two great cloifters, to 
which it ferves as a center; and even 
then you are in doubt whether it be a 
court or a garden, for it is divided into 
four parts, laid out and planted like a 
parterre.

The great cloifter below, which has 
a view into the court, has four principal 
doors; two of which communicate with 
the church and veftry. By a third you 
enter the capitulary hall, which con
tains leverai paintings by Titian, and 
one by Velafquez, reprefenting the fons 
of Jacob bringing him the bloody gar
ment of their brother Jofeph. The 
effect of the perfpedtive, and the cor- 
redtnefs of the drawing, in this piece, 
are admirable ; but more noblenefs of de- 
fign might be wiihed. A Virgin by Ra
phael, a St. Jerom by Guerchino, a 
crowning with thorns by Vandyck, three 
pieces by Rubens, and three by Spagno
letto are alfo found here. But the pieces 

moil 
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moil to be admired in the capitulary 
hall, are three mafterly paintings by 
Guido ; two heads full of truly celeftial 
expreflion, one of St. Peter, the other 
of St. Paul ; and a Virgin feated, before 
whom ftands the infant Jefus, in a pen- 
five and fine attitude.

The fourth door, which anfwers to 
the great lower cloifter, is that of the 
old church of the monaftery. This 
alfo contains paintings worthy of at
tention ; feveral by Titian, among others, 
the great altar-piece, which reprefents 
the martyrdom of St. Laurence ; three 
by Spagnoletto, remarkable for beauty of 
colouring ; and one, a wonderful piece, 
by Raphael, which, for its learned com- 
pofition, its beauty, noblenefs of defign, 
corredtnefs of drawing, and every ex
cellence that charadterifes the inimita
ble talent of this great mafter is fupe- 
rior to all in the Efcurial. I have feen 
connoifieurs view with tranfport, and 
fhed tears of admiration, before this 
fublime mafter-piece, without thefe de- 

N 3 licious
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licious impreflions being weakened by # 
reflection natural enough, on the fan- 
taftical union of p.erfons it prefents: 
thefe are the Virgin Mary, Chrift, and 
St. Jerom jn a cardinal’s habit, reading 
tp them the bible,while the angel Raphael 
conduits to the feet of the divine group 
the young Tobit, who comes with a 
timid air to render the, tribute of his 
fiih. The laft circumftance has given 
the painting the appellation of Madonna 
del Ps% (our lady of the fiih).

It is inconceiveable how the genius o 
of Raphael could itoop to this itrange 
compofition, which, undoubtedly, was 
prefcribed him, and yet that the exe- 
nution ihould bear no marks of fucli 
compulfion. If hj.s exquifite tafte was 
not difguited by a diflonance which 
Ino.cKs the le3.it delicate one, what be
comes of the rules of art, and the pre
cepts of reafon ? After fuch an example, 
how is it poilible not to look upon 
Jmem as io many chains, which genius 
in its loarings may lhake off with im.- 

unity« 
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punity. Does not it juftify all the ex
travagance which fantaftical or ignorant 
artifts have dared to difplay upon can- 
vafs, one arming Abraham with a piftol, 
with which lie is going to fhoot Ifaac, 
another reprefenting the Virgin with a 
chaplet in her hand, and a third in
troducing our modern artillery in the 
•combat of fatan and the angels ?o

7

Let us now leave the old church of 
the Efcurial in which it is ealy to for
get at fight of the Madonna deiPez, that 
the monaftery contains other objeits 
worthy the attention of the curious. 
After having admired the fuperb piece 
of Titian (the laft Supper) which 
takes up the whole breadth of the re
fectory of the monks, we will afcend 
to the upper cloifter, the walls of which 
are alfo ornamented with paintings. 
There are feveral not above mediocrity ; 
but fome by Luca Giordano are feen with 
pleaiure, as alfo may two or three by 
Spagnoletto,and one byNavarette, known 

N 4 by
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by the name of the dumb, and whom 
Philip II. called the Titian of Spain.

The ftair-cafe which leads from the 
lower to the upper cloifter, muft not 
be paiTed over in filence. The four 
fides of the frize and the cieling 
are painted in frefco by Giordano, and 
reprefent the battle of St. Quintin. the 
accompliihment of the vow of Philip II. 
and the arrival of that monarch at the 
celeftial court.

On the Tirft landing-place of the 
ftair-cafe there are little cloifters, which 
lead to the library of the Efcurial, lefs 
remarkable for the number of volumes 
it contains than for the choice of them, 
and more particularly the Arabic and 
Greek manufcripts. All the arts con
cerned in the decoration; and if there 
be a defedt, it is perhaps that of being 
too much ornamented. Every vacant 
ipace is filled with paintings ; the ceil
ing, which is vaulted, is ornamented with 
Arabefques, and figures for the moil 

part
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part coloffal. Tibaldi, the mafter of 
Michael Angelo, has here difplayed the 
frequently exaggerated vigour of his 
pencil ; his forced attitudes refemble 
contortions ; his forms are fo great as 
to become gigantic and almoft mon- 
ftrous ; thefe diminiih the effedt of the 
whole, by narrowing the fine dimen- 
fions of the library and deftroying its 
other decorations. The fhelves which 
contain the books, and which are of 
precious wood, beautifully carved, ap
pear trifling beneath the coloffufes of 
Tibaldi. Above the fhelves are paint
ings in frefco by Barthelemi Carducho, 
which alfo fuffer from the caufe already 
mentioned ; the fubjedls are taken from 
facred or profane hiftory, or haverelation 
to the fciences of which the fhelves below 
prefent to us the elements. Thus the 
council of Nice is reprefented above the 
books which treat of theology; the 
death of Archimedes at the fiege of Sy- 
racufe, indicates thofe which relate to 
mathematics ; and Cicero pronouncing 
his oration in favour of Rabirius, the 

works
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works relative to eloquence and the 
bar.

The middle of the library is occupied 
by globes and tables; upon one of the 
latter is a fmall equeftrian ftatue of 
I hilip IV. upon another, a little temple 
of folid filver, ornamented with lapis- 
lazzuli and precious ftones. Round thefe 
are ranged all the anceftors of the queen 
Ann of Neubourg, wife of Charles II. 
up to Charlemagne, who is placed in the 
center of the temple.

I

In the intervals between the ihelves 
are portraits of Charles V. and of the 
three Philips his fucceffors to the throne 
of Spain. Ye philofophers who, after 
having read what I have written, fhali 
viiit this library, flop before the por- 
11 ait of Philip II. painted with great 
.exadnefs by Pantoja de la Cruz; con
template his grave and auftere phyfiog- 
nomy, and you will read an abridgement 
of the hiftoiy of his reign; but com
municate not the refult of your reflec

tions 
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tions to the Monks who accompanyyou, 
this would be a bad return for the obliging 
reception you will receive from them. If 
you have brought with you to the Efcu- 
rial prejudices againft the Spaniards in 
general, or againft the Monks in parti
cular, you will certainly lay them afide 
after having paffed a quarter of an hour 
with the Jeronymites of this monaftery ; 
you will be convinced that under the 
Spaniih mantle, or even the religious 
habit, more obliging manners, more 
complaifance and more real goodnefs 
are concealed, than are promifed by 
the elegance of a French drefs. For the 
truth of what I here fay, I may appeal to 
two Daniih profeffors, who, a few years 
ago, -were fent to the Efcurial to make 
learned refearches, and were, perhaps, 
better received by the Monks, notwith- 
ftandinp- the difference of their manners, 
language, and religion, than they would 
have been at the univerfity of Copenha
gen. They were lodged in the convent, and 
provided with every thing they could 
wiih with the 1110ft generous hofpitality.

All
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All tlie tieafures of the library were 
opened to them, and they paifed two 
months in examining and making ex
traéis from the manuferipts which ex
cited their curiofity. They returned 
home with hearts deeply impreifed with 
gratitude, and port-folios enriched with 
the fruits of their laborious re- 
fearches,

. The obliging generofity they expe
rienced on this occafion was the more 
remaixable, as the manuferipts entrufled 
lO theii infpeclion are itill unknown to 
the public, except by a few extracts 
given of them by a learned Monk named 
Caffiri. Theie confift of two volumes 
m folio, but are far from compleating the 
extenfive plan the monk propofed to 
himfelf. After his death they were con- 
íígned to another of the fathers of the 
Efcurial, and the learned impatiently ex
pect the refult of his labours.

1 he libiary of the Efcurial isopen 
eveiy ir.oinmg and evening during the
‘ re*  
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refidence of the court, and the librarians 
refute books to no perfon.

The manuferipts are not kept in the 
great library which is open to every 
comer, but in a large hall above always 
ihut up, and to which all the books 
profcribed by Spaniih orthodoxy are fent. 
The portraits of fuch natives of Spain 
as have diftinguiihed themfelves in the 
fciences, arts, or in literature are hung 
round the hall, and the number of the 
learned in Spain is more confiderable 
than our fupercilious contempt for this 
nation will eafily believe.

This contempt may, perhaps, imagine 
it has found a fubjedt for triumph in 
the library of the Efcurial, on viewing 
the books placed the contrary way, fo 
that the edges of the leaves are outwards 
and contain their titles written on them. 
I have laid it down as a rule, particu
larly in travelling, never to form my 
judgment from mere appearances. I 
aiked the reafon for this cuftom; and

was
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was told that Arias Montanus, a learn
ed Spaniard of the fixteenth Century, 
whofe library had ferved as a foundation 
foi that oi the Efcurial, had all his books 
placed and infcribed in that manner, 
which no doubt appeared to him to be 
the moil commodious method of arrang
ing them ; that he had introduced his 
own method into the Efcurial; and fince 
his time, and for the fake of uniformity, 
it had been followed with rcfpect to the 
books afterwards added. This explana
tion proves nothing but the oddity of 
one man, and an attachment, common 
to moil men, to eftablillied cuftoms 
efpecially when in themfelves they are 
almoft indifferent.

The large and beautiful ftair-cafe 
which leads to the great upper cloitter 
communicates with the choir of the 
Monks of which we have fpoken, and 
has a letter capitulary hall which you 
crofs in defending to the king’s apart
ment. Thofe whofe admiration has not 
been exhaufted by the noble paintings 

they 
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they have juft feen, will remark as they 
pafs by, an annunciation, by Paul Ve- 
ronefe, a nativity, by Tintoret, a de- 
fcent from the crofs, and a St. Mar
garet, frightened by the apparition of a 
dragon, by Titian; but more efpecially 
one by the fame matter, which is called 
the glory of Titian, either on account of 
its excellence or becaufe it reprefents 
Charles V. and Philip II. admitted to 
celeftial glory, in prefence of the prin
cipal patriarchs of the ancient law, 
with charafteriftic attributes, admirably 
grouped on each fide and in front of the 
painting.

A fmall cabinet adjoining to this hall 
contains feveral relics, one of the mi
raculous urns at the marriage of Cana, 
an old manufcript of the life of St. The- 
refa, written by herfelf, &c.

You afterwards arrive at the ftair-cafe 
which leads to the king’s apartment, and 
in the way to it pafs through a kind of 
gallery hung with paintings. 1 The prin

cipal
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cipal ones are, a deicent from the croîs# 
an exquifite production of the pencil of 
Spagnoletto ; and a large picture repre- 
fenting Lot and his daughters, which a 
connoiifeur would be tempted to attri
bute to Guido, but which is thought to 
be by the Chevalier Maxime. Whoever 
the painter may be it is one of the moil 
admirable pictures in the Efcurial. In a 
corner of the fame gallery there are lève
rai others worthy of attention ; particu
larly a fmall picture by Rubens, in which 
lèverai martyrs, and particularly St 
Laurence and St. Sextus, are grouped in 
fuppliant attitudes round the throne of 
the Virgin. I ihould never finiih were 
I to give an account of all the curiofi- 
ties of this kind contained in the Efcurial, 
I have, perhaps, already laid too much, 
both for thofe who will never fee it and 
for others who are as well acquainted 
with it as myfelf. Thofe who wilh for 
a more complete nomenclature of the 
curiofities of the monaftery, called by 
fome the eighth wonder of the world, 
may confult the defcription in folio given 

of
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of it by father Ximenez, one of the 
rhonks, ftill living, and travels in Spain 
by the abbé Pons, a man of fenfe and •
learning, and a lover ofthefine arts, who 
has employed a whole volume on this 
fubjeCt. What I have faid is fufficient to 
inform my foreign readers that it is the 
rich collection of pictures which jufti- 
fies the fame of the Efcurial, and that 
if thofe whofe devotion has embelliihed 
it, ihould defpoil it of this part of its 
riches, if the court ihould not come to 
refide there every year, and bring the 
train of attendants and pomp which ac
companies it, the Efcurial would be no
thing more than a great convent, awful 
by its mafs and folidity, as is the cafe 
with nearly twenty others in different 
parts of Chriftendom.

A , • •
The narrow terrace on each fide, 

whence the eye commands, towards the 
eaft, a very extenfive but little varied 
profpeft, would not be fufficient to rank 
it above this clafs. The abbé de Vayrac 
and Colmenar, particularly fpeak of its
V o l. I. o im-
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immenfe park. For my part I faw no
thing in the environs but woods full of 
rocky eminences, interfered with mea
dows, which are feldom green, and 
flocked with innumerable herds of deer. 
There refults, perhaps, from the whole 
a more agreeable effect, lefs monotonous 
and more pleafmg than that produced 
by the wide Walks, liars, and obelilks, 
io much admired in the parks of the fo- 
vereigns of France and Germany ; but on 
the other hand, there is nothing which 
prefents the appearance of grandeur and 
magnificence, which we naturally ex
ped! fhould accompany a royal man- 
fion.

From the terrace of the convent yoG 
defcend by fteps cut in the fide to a 
garden not. very large, much decorated, 
nor even carefully cultivated. At the end 
of the terrace, to the welt, is a wooden 
building adjoining to the grand edifice, 
but of a different kind of architedture. 
This is perhaps the only part of the 
Efcurial where real elegance attradis our 

notice-
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noticCi It communicates with if by a 
gallery which leads to a new building, 
parallel with the principal front of the 
convent, and which ferves as lodging 
apartments to the houle of the In
fants.»

c I •

This building, placed immediately at 
the foot of the mountains which lhade 
the Efcurial, and in the diredtion of 
the winds which force their way into 
the narrow paffes, contributes to abate 
their violence. It however does not 
prevent their effedts from being very 
fenfible, efpecially in the feafon which 
the court paffes at the Efcuriah They 
are the more troublefome, as they pafs 
along the front to the north, and impe- 
tuouily fweep the oblong fpace which 
feparates it from the apartments al
lotted to the miniflers, and fome of the 
clerks in office, and which you are 
obliged to crofs to go from the convent 
to the village. If the exaggerated ac
counts given to ftrangers are to be be- 

O 2 lieved.
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lieved, thefe furious winds not only flop 
thofe who pafs, make them ftagger, and 
fometimes throw them down, but they 
blow with fuch violence againit the 
carriages ftationed before the palace, 
that they fometimes remove them from 
their places to the great aftonifhment 
of their drivers.

To avoid this inconvenience, and 
render the communication from the 
convent to the village lefs troublefome, 
a few years ago a fubterraneous and 
vaulted gallery of hewn ftone was con- 
ftru&ed, which runs under the whole 
length of the oblong fpace called Lonja. 
Thofe who go to the palace may, ihel- 
tered by this impenetrable roof, worthy 
of royal magnificence, in all weathers, 
brave the fury of the elements, and 
difregard the winds which roar above 
their h&ads. The idea is faid to have 
been given by M. de MaiTones, who died 
foon after the gallery was finiihed, and 
whom we have feen ambaffador in

France,
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France, prior to the marquis of Gri
maldi. A 

~ ■ ■' ’ . C *

The fituation of the Efcurial renders 
the walks in the environs painful; you 
may wander with pleafure, however, in 
a valley between the front to the fouth 
and a mountain, which oppofes to it 
its high and woody top. The inequa
lity of the ground produces every mo
ment new points of view, and favours 
the rapid fall of feveral rivulets which 
meander through the copfe.

A foft melancholy invades us, while we 
liften to the diflant murmurs of thefe rills 
which are heightened by the ruffling of 
the trees, more frequently agitated by the 
north wind than carefled by zephyrs ; to 
thefe are added the hollow lowings of the 
deer, which, during the feafons of their 
amours, refflefsly wander under their 
fhades. This valley is continued by a 
gentle defeent from the Ca%in of the In
fant Don Gabriel to that of the prince 
pf Afturias. Thefe are two little houfes,

O 3 each
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each a quarter of a league from the 
Efcurial, which are the rendezvous of the 
two princes for their innocent parties of 
pleafure. They are decorated within 
with more elegance than is expedted from 
their modefl: exterior. That efpecially of 
the prince of Afturias contains within a 
very finali fpace, the richeft and moil: 
highly finifhed fcujpture, gilding, join
ery, and lockfmith’s work ; the prince 
has alfo collected a great number of 
paintings, fome of which with refpedl 
to their fize and fubjedt, might be bet
ter placed than in this pleafing habita
tion, where an amiable luxury ihould ex- 
clufively reign, but which is terrified at 
the view of the great paintings in which 
Luca Giordano has difplayed his fertile 
imagination, and efpecially at that of 
the heads of the apoftles, the melan
choly produdtions of Spagnoletto, whofe 
grave pencil feems to have been deftined 
to penitentiary fubjedls. We are even 
lefs at our eafe in the prefence of feveral 
holy virgins by Murillo, notwithftand- 
ing the ingenuous fweetnefsof their fea

tures,
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tures, and the foft and delightful co
louring which charadlerifes the produc
tions of this amiable artift. But, un
doubtedly, thefe great pictures are only 
placed there until the prince fhall have 
difpofed of them in a manner more 
agreeable to the dignity of their fubjedts. 
After they are taken away, there will 
remain a number fufficient to complete 
the embelliihment of this palace in mi
niature. There are five landfcapes, and 
other paintings, more analogous to its 
deftination. Some copies of the mafterly 
paintings at Madrid are alfo found heie, 
as well as two fea pieces by Vernet, of 
which the king a few years ago made a 
prefent to his highnefs. W e have ob- 
ferved in another place that this prince, 
a lover and patron of the arts, con
ceived on that occafion the projedt of 
having a cabinet painted entirely by the 
hand of Vernet, and this cabinet is one 
of thofe of the lodge of which we fpeak. 
Each of the panncls is a complete paint
ing, one reprefents the fea violently 
agitated ; another a calm, and [a fine 

q 4 moon-
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moon-light; a third a fire in the night. 
Other paintings of lefler dimenfions fill 
the narrow fpaces between the door 
and the window. The inimitable talent 
of Vernet is confpicuous in them all, 
and if posterity ihould be ignorant of 
their date, they will be thought to be 
of his belt produ&jons, although he 
received his orders for them no longer 
than four or five years ago. It is how
ever to be regretted that the three prin
cipal pieces are placed top low, as well as 
too near, to be in the proper point of 
view, without going out of the cabinet 
which contains them.

The little lodge of the infant Don Ga
briel is lefs than that of the prince his 
brother, and not fo much ornamented ; 
but the fame obfervations maybe made 
concerning it. There are three or four 
of the belt pieces of Spagnoletto, efpe- 
cially a St. Peter, remarkable for accu
racy and expreffion, though it might be 
more admired in another place. But 
who ihall dare to baniili from the col

lection 
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leCtion two heads, one by Corregio, the 
other by Murillo, both raviihing by their 
grace and foftnefs ? The infant Don Ga
briel, in whom is united the knowledge 
of a connoiffeur and the zeal of an ama
teur, who, not fatisfied with encouraging 
the arts alfo cultivates them himfelf, has 
hung with drawings by the greateft mat
ters one of the cabinets of his lodge.

We will now take leave of the rocks 
and mountains of the Efcurial, and con- 
dud the reader to Madrid by one of the 
fined roads, but acrofs one of the moil 
barren countries in Europe. There is, 
however, as we defeend from the hill 
on which the mpnaftery ftands, a fmall 
foreft which prefents agreeable prof- 
peCts. It is pleafing enough to fee nu
merous herds of flags, paying but little 
attention to the noife of carriages which 
pafs, and feeding among horfes and 
oxen. Travellers might almoft fuppofe 
that thefe animals were fenfible of their 
fecurity, and that they laid to them : 
We are very timid, but fear you not; an 

almighty
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almighty power watches over our pre- 
fervation. They are equally amuling, 
when upon a falfe alarm they file off, 
bounding on their elaftic feet before the 
paflenger whom they challenge to a race. 
Some ponds, with their uncultivated 
banks, are feen through the trees and 
infpire agreeable reveries. Farther on a 
folitary little houfe offers an afylum to 
loft wanderers. This is the farm-houfe 
of the monks of the Efcurial, whofome- 
times pafs there the hot-days of fummer. 
It has a fimplicity proper to their fixa
tion, and nothing within it betrays the 
opulence they enjoy : for the monaftery 
is one of the richeft in Spain. Accord
ing to a calculation, the exadtnefs of 
which cannot be fufpected, their annual 
revenues amount to upwards of feveti 
hundred thoufandlivres (above 29,000!.)

After having quitted this foreft we 
meet with no more trees until we ap
proach the Manzanares. This very fmall 
river runs at feme diftance under the 
heights upon which Madrid is fituated.

It
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It is almoft (hallow enough for carriages 
to ford over. It has, however, two 
great bridges, that of Segovia and the 
bridge of Toledo. The latter, built by 
Philip II,who was fond of oftentation, is fo 
difproportioned to the breadth of theMan- 
zanares, that it was pleafantly faid, that fine 
bridge only wanted a river.In palling th rough 
Spain feveral others are met with upon 
which the fame obfervation might be 
made ; but the reafon is thus explained 
by M. Silhouette, who, before he be
came minifter, had travelled in Spain, 
and having, as well as many others, 
been furprifed at the apparent difpro- 
portion between the bridge and the river 
earneftly fought to difcover the caufe. 
Spain is interfered in almoft every di
rection by long chains of mountains, 
whofe fummits, notwith (landing the 
heat of the climate, are frequently co
vered with fnow. The rivulets, and 
littlerivers which defcend from their fides, 
have ufually but a fmall ftream of wa
ter, becaufe droughts are frequent in 
the provinces through which they tun ;

but
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Madrid has a good appearance when 
approached from the fide of the Efcu- 
™1. After having pa/Ted the Manza.

nares
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but when abundant rains, or the melt- 
wg of the fnow increafe their little 
streams, the beds of the rivers are the 
more extended on account of their not 

eing deep, and of their carrying with 
them a great quantity of fand; and ac- 
coiding to thefe circumftances, although 
not common, the dimenfions of the 
bridges were calculated. They are folidly 
conftrmfted on account of the hidden ri- 
fings of the rivers, and their apparently 
c ^proportionate length is to obviate the 
inconvenience which might arife from 
an overflowing.

Whole ages and nations muil not be 
accufed of ignorance and ftupidity, be- 
caufe we cannot at firft difcover the' 
reafon for certain cuftoms and pra&ices. 
How many things ridiculous at firft fight 
appear highly reafonable after a pro, 
per examination ?
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nares, we proceed along a part of the 
fine road, planted with trees, which 
leads from the capital to Pardo, a loyal 
manfion where the court 1 elides from 
the 7th of January to the holy week. 
There is nothing remarkable in this 
edifice. The road runs foi fome time 
along the banks of the Manzanares, and 
on the oppofite fide we fee an ancient 
country rcfidence of the kings or Spain, 
around which the large trees cover, to a 
certain degree, the nakednefs of the ho
rizon. This is the Cofa del Ceitnpoy which 
the laft kings of the houfe of Auftria 
very much frequented, but which has 
been neglefted by thofe of the family of 
Bourbon,.

The gate of St. Vincent, by which 
we enter, is new and toleiably elegant. 
We afterwards painfully afeend to the 
palace, which Handing alone upon an 
eminence, without either terrace, park or 
garden, has rather the appealance of a 
citadel than that of a place of refidence 
for one of the molt powerful monaichs 

in

I
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in the world. But this firft impreflion 
is diffipated as we approach, and when 
we have entered the edifice. Its form is 
almoft fquare, and there is a fpacious 
court in the middle, around which are 
large piazzas. The apartments and of
fices of the principal perfons of the 
court are upon the ground floor, which 
they wholly occupy. A fine marble 
flair-cafe, the afcent of which is per
haps too gentle, leads to the firft ftory. 
The tides of the flair-cafe are decorated 
with the richefl fculpture and architec
ture.

We afterwards pafs on to the king’s 
apartments, which are of the moil mag- 
nificentdimenfions. The hall, in which 
the throne is placed, and which is called 

Jallon de los reynos^ may be admired even 
by thofe who have feen the gallery of 
Verfailles. The different drefles of the 
vaft Spanifh monarchy are painted in 
frefco upon the ceiling by a Venetian 
named Tiepolo ; a ipecies of decoration 
which can only have place in the pa
lace of the fovereigns of Spain. Fine 

vafes, 
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vafes, little ftatues, and antique bufts 
are diftributed upon all the tables. The 
reft of the ornaments are of Spanifh 
production, The glaffes, perhaps the 
largeft in Europe, were manufactured 
at St. Ildefonfo, as well as what is called 
the Bohemian glafs, of the window. The 
tapeftry of which the figures were co
pied from good paintings, was made 
in a manufactory near the gates of Ma
drid; and the inexhauftible and vari- 
agated quarries of the Peninfula fur- 
nifhed marble for the tables.

The apartments adjoining to the gal
lery are not lefs richly furniihed. The 
neareft is that in which the king dines. 
The famous Mengs, who has painted 
the ceiling, the fubjeCt of which is the 
affembly of the gods and goddefles on 
Olympus, has difplayed fuch rich and 
brilliant colouring, and fuch graceful 
forms, as prove him equal in execution 
to the greateft painters of Italy. Du
ring the fummer, the portraits of Phi
lip II. Philip III. and his queen, Philip IV.

and
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and the duke d’Olivarez, all on horfe- 
back, painted by Velafquez, and thofe 
of Philip V. and the queen Ifabella Far- 
nefe his fecond wife, by Charles Vanloo, 
are fubftituted for the tapeftry. It is not 
neceffary to be a connoiifeur to be (truck 
with the ailoniihing fuperiority of the 
firft of thefe. The fine form of the 
horfe of Philip the Fourth, and the 
animation of his whole body, cannot be 
too much admired.

The next apartment is that where 
the king gives audience. The ceiling, 
which reprefents the apotheofis of Her
cules, is alfo painted by Mengs. This 
charming painter, whofe women and 
children are models of grace and deli
cacy, does not equally fucceed in the 
portraits of men. To render them ner
vous,hefome what exaggerates their form, 
and makes them appear rather heavy. 
His laft painting, on which he was em
ployed at Rome when the fine arts and 
his friends were deprived of him by 
death, is placed in the fame apartment; 

it

0 F S P A 2 N. 20t

it rs an annunciation. The Virgin has 
an admirable expreffion of modefty and 
fweetnefs; neither Corregio nor Albano 
ever produced any thing more pleafmg. 
Some of the angels about the celeftial 
throne ate equally finiihed. But it is 
to be wifhed the angel Gabriel had a 
countenance and attitude more fuitable 
to his mefiage. The Supreme Being has 
mot that fupernatural grandeur which 
Guido or Paul Veronefe would have 
given him. However, there is in this 
apartment a large painting by the fame 
mailer, which could not have been more 
highly finiihed by either of the two lat
ter ; this is an adoration of the ihep- 
herds, in which the men, women 
and children are equally beautiful and 
full of expreffion. His works compofe 
the principal decoration of the king’s 
bed-chamber; it feems as if the mo
narch wifhed to mark the diftinguiihed 
protedlion he gave to this great painter, 
by furrounding himfelf by his produc
tions.. They have all undoubtedly Tome 
merit, but are eclipfed by a defeent from 

Vol. I. P the
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the crofs, which, according to connoif- 
feurs, is his greateft production. The 
eye is never tired with contemplating 
the deep and tender grief of St. John, 
whofe eyes, wearied with weeping, feem 
to ihew the fource of tears to be ex- 
haufted; the fublime attitude of the 
Virgin, who expects no comfort for her 
forrows, but from heaven; and the 
fofter, but not more affecting affliction 
of the Magdalen, who preferves all her 
charms in the midft of the general grief 
fhe participates. I have frequently heard 
the colour of the dead body criticifed. 
This Chriß, faid they, feems io be of (lone. 
I was induced to think the fame, until 
one day accompanying fome foreigners 
who adopted the criticifm, I heard one 
of them exclaim with tranfport in com
mendation of the truth of the colouring; 
furely, faid he, in a low voice, this pain
ter muß have feen many dead bodies, to have 
been able to imitate them j'o <well. The au
thor of the reflection was an experienced 
•furgeon, who, until that moment, had 
not opened his lips upon the fubject.

Th«
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The critics were filent, and we recollected 
the ancient proverb, ne futor ultra ere- 

pidam.

I fhall not attempt to enumerate al! 
the pictures in the palace of Madrid, an 
account of the principal ones alone 
would fill a volume ; but I thought the 
works of Mengs, fcarcely known except 
in Spain and at Rome, merited an excep
tion. I fhall only take notice of a ca
binet entirely decorated with porcelain, 
a curiofity more Angular than pleafing, 
which the Cicerone of Madrid wifhes to 
have admired, but concerning which it 
is moil prudent to be filent. We will 
pafs on to other apartments, where ad
miration ftands in no need of being ex> 
cited.

The chamber, that from the apart
ment in which the throne is placed, leads 
to the refidence of the prince and prin- 
cefs of Afturias, is too much filled with 
toe admirable paintings crowded into it. 
Among the twelve capital pictures of 

P 2 Titian,
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Titian, is a Venus blindfolding the eyes 
of Love; Venus, at her toilette, whofe 
image is half refledted in the glafs ; a 
Sifyphus ; a Prometheus ; a painting of 
Adam and Eve, which has for its com
panion the copy which Rubens dif- 
dained not to make from it ; and feveral 
heads all poffeffing that exadtnefs of 
expreffion and colouring which Titian 
alone knew how to give. Two pictures 
by Paul Veronefe, feveral by Baffan, and 
a Judith by Tintoret, are feen with 
pleafure in the fame chamber. The 
next apartment contains a few by Luca 
Giordano, among which are a dying Se
neca ; three or four of the fchool of 
Rubens ; andlfaac bleifing Jacob, whom 
he takes for Efau, by Spagnoletto. The 
dining room of the prince of Afturias 
is in like manner hung with pictures ; 
there are feveral by Murillo and Spag
noletto, a few by Titian, two by Teniers, 
and particularly two admirable pieces 
by Velafquez, one of which reprefents 
the forge of Vulcan, the other a Spaniih 

OF SPAIN. 213

general, to whom the keys of a city are 
given up.

In the adjoining apartments, among 
a great number of paintings by the 
firft mailers, are an adoration by 
Rubens, and a carrying of the crofs by 
Raphael, which alone are worth a col
lection. In the firit Rubens has difplayed 
all the magic of his pencil, his rich- 
nefs of drapery, and all the magnificence 
of compofition. . It is impoffible not to 
be (truck by the noble air and grandeur 
of one of the kings. His carriage, at
titude, and retinue feem to announce 
him commiffioned by the univerfe to 
congratulate its divine author upon an 
event of fuch importance to all man
kind ; he feems to command at once 
refpedt, admiration, and devotion.

The painting of Raphael infpires fen- 
timents more affedting, though not lefs 
profound. The Saviour of the world 
finking beneath the weight of his crofs 
rather than that of his grief, and preferv- 

P 3 ' Wg
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ing in the midft of his perfecutors, who 
force him along and ill treat him, a re
fignation and ferenity which would diS- 
arm cruelty itfelf, appears lefs concerned 
for his own fufferings than earneft in 
endeavouring to confole his affl&ed mo« 
ther, who ftrives to foften his perfe
cutors, and the Supplicating women who 
are overwhelmed with grief. This Sub- 
lime conception penetrates the coldeft 
hearts with the auguft truths of reli
gion, and preaches them in a more elo
quent manner than that in which they 
have ever been delivered from the 
mouths of facred orators. The impreS- 
fion which refults from thefe two great 
compofitions, renders the mind alrnoft 
infenfible to the beauties of other paint
ings near them, in which Titian, Van- 
dyck and Raphael himfelf have dis
played lefs affèéling ideas, A tribute of 
admiration muft however be paid to two 
mafter-pieces of Corregio, one of which 
reprefents our Saviour in the garden of 
olives, and the other the Virgin dreffmg 
the child Jefus,

Paint-?
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Paintings of a different kind in the 
apartments of the Infanta, daughter to 
the king, receive a different homage. 
In the firft chamber, one by Giordano, 
in imitation of Rubens, prefents the 
painter himfelf, working at the por
trait of a princefs; there are alfo feveral 
voluptuous paintings by this mafter of 
the Flemiili School; a combat of gladi
ators, in which the vigour of Lanfranc’s 
pencil is eafily difcovered; and a capital 
piece by Pouffin, the Subjeft of which 
forms a Singular contraft to the devotional 
paintings of which we have already 
Spoken. This is a dance formed by a 
troop of nymphs about the ftatue of 
the god of gardens; the variety of their 
attitudes, all expreffive and graceful, their 
eafy ihape and the beauty of their form, 
all breath the pleafures of youth and 
love; ' Some crown with garlands the 
ftatue of the lafcivious god, others-----
But we will draw a veil over this part 
of the painting, which the modefty of 
the painter has purpofely placed in the 
Shade.

The
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The adjoining apartments are filled 
with paintings of leffer merit, if we except 
a grand compofition by Paul Veronefe, 
and a piece by Lanfranc, the figures of 
which, although a little tjnéfured with, 
grimace, difcover in them the vigorous 
and energetic touch of the painter. The 
dining-room of the Infanta is highly 
embelliihed by the indefatigable pencil 
pf Luca Giordano, whofe fertile imam- 
nation at firft aftonifhes, but afterwards 
becomes fatiguing. In a cabinet adjoin
ing to the dining-room are alfo fome 
pieces by Rubens; for this painter, who 
was twice in Spain, left there, perhaps, 
more productions of his brilliant and 
eafy pencil, than any where elfe. This 
cabinet contains likewife one of the belt 
portraits 7 itian ever produced ; that of 
Charles V. reaching to below the knees. 
An engraving was lately made from it by 
a young engraver of Madrid, named Se
lena, wfio promifes to become an ex
cellent artift,

The

The apartments of the Infanta con
tain as great a number of admirable 
paintings as thofe already mentioned; 
fome are by Murillo, and feveral by 
Rubens, which abound in fire and ex- 
preflion. With thefe I fliall conclude 
my lift, leaft I ihould fatigue my rea
ders with a barren catalogue which can 
only excite difguft ; it is fufficient to 
remind them, that according to the opi
nion of thofe who have feen the differ
ent collections of the fovereigns of Eu
rope, there is no one which is fuperior 
to that in the palace of Madrid, either 
with refpecf to choice or number.

It is true there are but few paintings 
of the French fchooi, but the belt pro- 
duftions of thofe of Italy, Flanders and 
Spain are found in abundance; thofe 
of the latter efpecially, lefs known than 
the two others, although of equal 
merit, are worthy of all the attention of 
connoiffeurs; they perhaps may not ex
cel in noblenefs of form, or in grace, 
but whoever has feen the productions 

of 
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of Spagnoletto, Velafquez and Murillo., 
both at Madrid and in the Efcurial, 
cannot but admit that the Spanilhfchool 
is not inferior to any other in correil- 
nefs of defign, the art of perfpedtive, 
and efpecially in the vivid carnation of 
its colouring.

The chapel of the palace contains 
nothing remarkable of this kind, but its 
architectural proportions are exaCt and 
beautiful; and what more particularly 
contributes to its decoration, are fix- 
teen columns of black marble, which 
extend to the frieze. It is to be regretted 
that in order to procure this number, 
the eight blocks which were whole, have 
been perpendicularly fawn. However, 
as by their poiition they were not to 
ftand without fupport, they are placed 
againft the wall, in which they feem to 
be half funk.

t

The palace of Madrid is entirely new. 
That which Philip V. inhabited, hav
ing been burned, the monarch wiihed to 

have
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have it rebuilt upon the fame founda
tion. An architect, from Piedmont, laid 
before him a moil: magnificent plan, the 
model of which is preferved in a neigh
bouring building. Philip V. was de
terred by the expence neceflary to carry 
the plan into execution, and adopted 
one more fimple. But it is to be re
gretted that the palace, in its prefent 
ftate, coil as much as that of the Italian 
architedl would have done, and yet it 
is not finiihed. When I left Spain two 
wings were building to it, which will 
give to the whole a more majeilic form, 
but mutt hide the principal front in 
fuch a manner as to render it inacceili- 
ble, except' from a great fquare, that 
can never be made regular, without an 
enormous expence. At the end of the 
fquare is a large edifice, not fufficiently 
feen, which contains a curious collection 
of ancient and foreign arms, arranged 
with great order and carefully preferved.

This is called the Armeria, or arfenal. 
The moft remarkable things here are nei

ther 
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ther cimeters- fet with diamonds, nor 
complete fets of armour, not even that 
of St. Ferdinand ; but thofe of ancient 
American warriors. A long enumera
tion of all thefe curiofities is care
fully made to the traveller, when he is 
admitted into the arfenal, for which 
he muff have an order from the grand 
equerry, and if he be a Frenchman, even 
the fword worn by Francis I. at the 
battle of Pavia, is not forgotten. Neither 
Philip V. nor Ferdinand VI. ever refided 
in the new palace of Madrid; Charles III. 
came not to it until fome years after his 
arrival in Spain. Thefe three monarchs 
had confined themfelves to that inha
bited by the Auftrian family, in which 
Philip II. endeavoured to overturn the 
fyftem of Europe, whence Philip VI. 
calmly faw his vaft empire difmembered, 
where the weak Charles II. learned that 
the powers of Europe previoufly divided 
it as a vacant heritage, where the fa
mous princefs des Urfins played off and 
repelled the intrigues to which ihe at 
length became a vidtim, and whence 
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Philip V. fent armies into Italy to conquer 
the Parmefan and the kingdom of Na
ples, and in which he died.—I mean the 
palace known to foreigners by the name 
of Buen Retiro.

This palace is fituated upon an emi
nence, at the extremity of the city. 
Never had a royal manfion lefs the ap
pearance of a palace. It is a very irre
gular building, and exhibits nothing 
majeftic in any one point of view. It 
contains, however, a long fuite of apart
ments, which, at a fmall expence, might 
be made habitable. The gardens into 
which they have a view are negledted. 
The want of water, and the nature of 
the foil render them little fufceptible of 
embelliihment. There are a few fta- 
tues worthy of the attention, of the cu
rious ; that of Charles V. trampling 
upon a monfter, which is fuppofed to be 
the emblem of herefy; and an equef- 
trian ftatue of Philip IV > by an able 
fculptor of Florence. The palace of Re- 
tiro contained alfo many valuable pic

tures ;
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tures; but the greateft part of them 
have been removed to the new palace. 
Some very valuable pieces however ftill 
remain; a few by Rubens, feveral by 
Giordano, and portraits of princes and 
princeffes of the two laft families. Ths 
moil remarkable piece is that called the 
Cajon, not on account of 'the rich gild
ing with which it is overloaded, but be- 
caufe all the pannels of the inner bal
cony are painted in frefco by the fertile 
pencil of Luca Giordano. The ceiling is 
one of the nobleft paintings of this artift. 
It reprefents allegorically the inftitution 
of the order of the golden-fleece.

I ihall mention only two other paint
ings in this palace. One of Philip V. 
feated by the fide of his wife Ifabella of 
Farnefe, and Surrounded by all his fa
mily of both fexes. The monarch is 
forgotten; nothing appears but the 
good father of a family. It is extremely 
affedting to fee, united in the fame piece, 
fo many princes and princeffes, who have 
had an influence on the deftiny of Eu

rope, 

rope, and who, laying afide the fplen- 
dour of majefty, feem to be wholly em
ployed in enjoying the happinefs of fee
ing themfelves affembled. Charles Van- 
loo perhaps, erred in difplaying too much 
magnificence in the decoration of the 
hall. The figures he has painted have 
a palenefs from the too brilliant colour 
of the furniture.

The other picture is lefs remarkable from 
the merit of its compofition than from 
the fcene it prefents. This is a faithful 
reprefentation of the folemn Auto da Je, 
which was celebrated in 1680, in the 
Plaza Mayor of Madrid in prefence of 
the whole court of Charles II. It is 
equal to an exadt defcription of this 
feftival, the laft of the kind which has 
been celebrated in Spain. The balconies 
appear full of fpedlators, excited equally 
by devotion and curiofity. The fatal 
tribunal is raifed in the middle of the 
fquare. The judges there wait for their 
vidtims, who pale and disfigured, covered 
With melancholy emblems of the tor

ments
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ments prepared for them’, go to hear their 
fentence. Some receive the laft exhor
tation of the monks, others tremble, 
flagger and faint upon the fteps of the 
tribunal, and all ihew greater marks of 
terror than of repentance. How many 
reflections mail naturally rufh on thé 
mind of the fpeclator ; I pafs them over 
in filence, becaufe I have forbidden my- 
felf all declamation. But let us now 
turn our attention from thefe afflicting 
objeCts, and direCt it to the temple of 
Thalia.

The theatre of Buen-Retiro is ftill in 
good prefervation : the houfe is fmall 
but well contrived. The ftage, which 
is fpacious, opens at the bottom into the 
gardens of the palace, with which it is on 
a level, this was frequently favourable to 
theatrical magic, in extending the per- 
fpeCtive and permitting the difplay of 
bodies of troops and fometimes a train of 
cavalry. All thefe illufions are vaniihed ; 
the theatre is deferted, and its decora
tions are covered with duft. In the reign 

of
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bf Ferdinand VI, it refounded with the 
tnoft harmonious voices * it is now con*  
demned to filence, which for twenty 
years has been but once interrupted. 
This was at the marriage of the princefs 
of Aftürias. Thus do Courts change 
their appearance according to the tafte of 
the fovereign. That of Ferdinand VI, 
brilliant arid oftentatious, Naturalized in 
Spain the fairy fcenes of the Italian thea- 
tre under the direction of Farinelli the 
rnufician, who owed to his talents a' 
diftinguilhed favour, at which no per*  
fon murmured, becaufe no perfon fuf*  
fered by it, and becaufe that hemodeftly 
enjoyed without abufing his good for
tune : Under Charles IIL Euterpe and 
Terpfichore have loft their influence : 
the monarch, more Ample in his man
ners, more uniform in his tafte, and in- 
fenfible to profane pleasures, has banifli- 
ed them from his residence, and confines 
bimfelf to tile protection of the filent 
ai’ts, the fciences and virtue. His fa
vour, ftill better placed than that of his 

Vop. I. O nre-
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predeceffor, can neither irritate the en
vious nor give offence to the weak.

The gardens of Buen-Retiro are at 
3E>

prefent a public walk. The monarch 
has eftablifhed there a China manufac
tory, which hitherto ftrangers have not 
been permitted to examine. It is un
doubtedly intended that experiments 
iliould be fecretly made, and the manu
facture brought to fome perfection be
fore it is expofed to the eyes of the cu
rious. Its productions are to be feen no 
where except in the palace of the fove- 
reign,or in fome Italian courts, to which 
they have been fent as prefents. Certain 
kinds of inlaid work not yet much known 
in Europe are wrought in the fame edifice. 
I entered one day, under the protection 
of a foreigner of diftinCtion, in whofe fa
vour the king had for a moment fuf- 
pended the rigorous prohibition which 
excludes every one. I obferved with 
what patience and addrefs fcveral fmall 
pieces of coloured marble were cut and
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joined, to form pleafing and not a little 
complicated figures. This art, whillt it 
produces nearly the fame effect as paint
ing, has the advantage of having, by its 
everlafting colours, overcome the ravages 
of time, which fpare not the fineft produc
tions of the pencil. The gardens of the 
Retiro are in other refpeCts little orna
mented, and almoil: abandoned. In recom- 
pence, however, Charles III, has richly 
embellifhed the environs.

This ancient palace commands a pub
lic walk, which has long been famous in 
Spaniih comedy and romance : at firff, 
indeed, thefe alone were what gave it 
celebrity. There was nothing remark
able in the place itielf: its reputation 
rofe from what palled in it. Meafures 
Were there concerted to deceive the vigi- 
lance of a mother or the j'ealoufy of a 
hufband. The courtiers, efcaped from 
the prefence of the monarch perhaps, 
came thither to watch a rival, prepare a 
Plot, or difconcert an intrigue. The 

'■'proximity of the palace, the obfcurity 
Qjj and.
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and inequality of the ground were all fa-> 
vourable to thefe purpofes: the Prado 
was a rendezvous equally convenient to 
ambition and malignity, but more par
ticularly fo to love : thofe who appeared 
there had generally fome fmiiter defign 
or encountered fome hazard: but Charles 
III. by levelling it, planting it with trees, 
admitting more light into the alleys, 
ornamenting it with ftatues and vafes, 
and providing water to allay the duft, 
made it a moil elegant walk which may 
be frequented in all feafon s with fafety and 
pleafure. It forms a part of the interior 
inclofure of the city, and is in length 
about the fpace of half a league. Several of 
the principal ftreetsterminate here. That 
of Alcala, the wideft in Europe, croffes 
it, runs by the fide of the gardens of the 
Retiro, and terminates at the gate of the 
fame name, which is one of the fineft 
pieces of architecture in the capital, and 
built in the prefent reign, in 1778. The 
inhabitants from all quarters refort hither 
on foot or in carriages to meet and breathe 
beneath the fliade of the long alleys, an 

air 

OF S PAIN. 229

air freihened by waters fpouted from the 
fountains, and embalmed by exhalations 
from the fragrant flowers. The con- 
courfe of people is frequently prodigious. 
I have fometimes feen four or five hun
dred carriages filing off in the great- 
eft order, amid an innumerable crowd 
of fpedlators ; a fpedtacle which at 
once is a proof of great opulence and 
population. But a better tafte in the 
carriages might be wiihed for, and a 
greater diverfity for the eye. Inftead of 
that motley appearance of dreffes, which 
in other public places of Europe afford 
a variety without which there would be 
no pleafure, there is nothing feen in the 
Prado but women uniformly dreffed, co
vered with great black or white veils, 
which conceal a part of their features; 
and men enveloped in their great mantles, 
moftly of a dark colour; fo that the 
Prado, with all its beauty, feems to. be 
the theatre of Caftilian gravity.

The botanical garden adds not a little 
to the embellilhment of the Prado ; it

was
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was formerly upon the road which leads 
from Madrid to the caftle of Prado ; but 
Charles III. a few years ago removed it 
to the fide of the Prado with a low in- 
clofure, by which it is ornamented with
out being hidden. This monarch is en
deavouring to make it one of the moft 
precious colledlions of the kind, by lay
ing under contribution all the vegetable 
kingdom of his dominions, fome part of 
which it has been long faid, is perpe
tually warmed by the rays of the fun, 
and which in fuch different foils and 
climates muff alone produce every kind 
of tree, ihrub, and plant which grows 
on the bofom of the earth,

While viewing the Prado I have fre
quently given to this idea the greateft 
poffible latitude ; I have even extended it 
to the animal kingdom ; I have allotted 
in imagination all the fpace which the bo
tanical garden leaves vacant by the fide 
of the walk to a deftination certainly ex
traordinary in Europe, and which the 
monarch of Spain only could be capable
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of carrying into effedl. I divided it into 
as many parts as this fovereign has prin
cipal colonies under his dominion ; in 
thefe I fettled, in fuppofition, a family of 
Peruvians, another of Mexicans, another 
from Calefornia, another from Louifiana, 
another from Paraguay, from Buenos 
Ayres, the coaft of Caracas, from Porto 
Rico, from Cuba, from the Canaries and 
the Philippines. All to preferve their 
peculiar drefs and manner of living, to 
eredi a fimple habitation upon the mo
del of that they had quitted ; to culti
vate the plants brought from their own 
country; fo that furrounded by thefe 
pleafing illufions they might ftill fuppofe 
themfelves in their native foil. Here the 
Mexican would be feen beneath the fhade 
of his fig-tree, ihaking it and gathering 
the precious fpoils which colour our 
European garments ; there the inhabi
tant of Guatimala would cultivate] his 
indigo ; and he of Paraguay the herb 
which conftitutes his principal riches; 
the native of Soconufco would attempt 
to naturalize his valuable cocoa-tree in 

Q I a fo-
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a foreign foil ; the Peruvian, accom- 
panied by the docile animal, which par*  
takes of his labours, feeds and clothes 
him ; would in concert with the Luconian 
endeavour to introduce the fame cultiva
tion they had been accuhomed to at home. 
Thus the exulting inhabitant of the 
metropolis, without going from the ca
pital, might pafs in review, as if delineated 
on a map, all the colonies to which his 
fovereign gives laws. The tranfported 
colonift would become accuhomed to an 
exile, which every thing would concur 
to render’agreeable ; and his fellow ci
tizens, feparated from him by immenfe 
feas, informed by him of the benevo
lence and magnificence of their common 
monarch, would form a higher idea of 
his power, pride themfelvcs upon being 
his fubjedts, and become more attached 
to his government. Who knows but 
thefe firh effays would make them form 
a more favourable opinion in general of 
the mother country ? That in accuhom- 
ing themfelves to fee in the Spaniards 
of the old world, their countrymen, in- 

head
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head of their oppreffors, they would 
not hrive to approach them nearer ? 
and that Spain formerly depopulated by 
her colonies would be repeopled by them, 
or at leah in this community, ac
quire new fecurities for their love and 
fidelity,

Such a projedt maybe confidered as 
romantic, yet the king of Spain has en
tered upon one of the fame kind which 
proves his zeal for the advancement of 
the arts and fciences. In the hreet of 
the Alcala is a large building in which 
the king has eftablifned a cabinet of na
tural hihory, which was firft committed 

' to the direction of Don Pedro Davila, 
who died fince I left Spain ; he was fuc- 
ceeded by Don Eugenio Izquierdo whom 
we have feen at Paris. The inftitution 
over which he prefides, cannot but prof- 
per under his aufpices; his indefatigable 
zeal and knowledge infure fuccefs. The 
cabinet already contains one of the 
completed: collections in Europe in me

tals,
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tals, minerals, marble, precious (tones, 
corals, madrepores, and marine plants.

The dalles of fifties, of birds, and efpe- 
cially of quadrupeds, are yet very incom
plete ; but the meafures ta. m by go
vernment will in a little time make them 
equal to the others. The viceroys, go
vernors, intendants, and other officers of 
the Spanilh colonies received orders fome 
years ago to enrich the cabinet with all 
the produdions which (hould offer to 
their refearches in the three kingdoms; 
and the intelligence and activity of the 
minifter who prefides over the depart
ment of the Indies, gives the moil flat
tering hopes to the lovers of thefe 
fciences that the orders will be faith
fully executed. The miniiter lad year 
received an ample contribution from 
Peru : this was half the rich collection 
made during an eight years refidence in 
that country by Mr. Dombey, an able 
naturalift, whom the court of France, 
with the confent of that of Spain had 

fent
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fent thither, and whom the patrons of 
the fciences received upon his return 
with all that refped which talents, ac
companied by modeity, mult infpire. 
He left at Peru feveral Spanilh natu- 
ralifts, who were foon to follow him, 
and whofe learned refearches will greatly 
contribute to enrich the cabinet of nas 
tural hiftory at Madrid.

The fame edifice that contains this 
cabinet, and which with the cuftom- 
houfe, built alfo by Charles III. confti- 
tutes the principal ornament of the ftreet 
of the Alcala, is the place of meeting for 
the academy of the fine arts; a circum- 
ftance which produced the infcription on 
the building, a motto equally happy 
and juft.

Carolus III. naturam et artem Jub uno lello 
conjociavit.

The honour of inftituting this aca
demy is, however, due to Philip V ; but 
it has received great encouragement from 

his

ll
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his twoTucceifors. The minifter of fo
reign-affairs is pre fident, and every three 
years diftributes premiums to the young 
ftudents who have produced the beft 
pieces in fculpture or painting, and the 
beft plans and defigns in architecture. 
But though there are feveral members 
who have diftinguiihed themfelves in 
thefe three arts, it muft be confeifed 
that their works of real excellence are 
yet but very few in number,

I was twice prefent at the diftribution 
of premiums and cannot but confefs 
that they ought rather to be looked 
upon as encouragements than merited 
rewards. The Spaniards are too juft to 
expect unlimited encomiums; their 
pride would indignantly refufe the de
grading homages of adulation. They, 
however, maintain- at Rome young ftu
dents, who give the moft flattering x 
hopes ; and from what was feen of the 
productions of Don Francifco Aguftin 
and Don Ramos at the laft exhibition, 
there is no doubt but thefe artifts may 

foon 
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foon be clafled with the beft painters 
of France and Italy.

It is not only by forming artifts that 
the academy contributes to the pro- 
grefs of the arts in Spain, it is alfo the 
fupreme tribunal to whofe decifion the 
plans of all the facred and profane edi
fices eredled in the kingdom are to be 
fubmitted ; an inftitution which in the 
end muft eftablilh fine tafte upon the 
ruins of that barbarity which is but too 
vifible in moft of the edifices of former 
times, and of which traces ftill remain 
in fome of the gates, in the ancient 
fountains, and in moft of the churches 
in the capital; deformed efforts of art, 
then in its infancy, which took more 
pains to bring forth monftrous produc
tions than would be neceffary at prefent 
to produce works of tranfcendant merit. 
Modem edifices already prove the revo
lution that has taken place under the 
houfe of Bourbon. Befides the new 
palace of Madrid, we may inftance in 
the gates of the Alcala and St. Vicente, 

the
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the cuftom-houfe, and the port-office : 
except thefe, there are but few build
ings which merit attention from the 
traveller.

Madrid is in general well laid out: 
the ftreets, although not in a diredt 
line, are for the moft part wide, and 
tolerably ftraight. The infrequency of 
rain, and the vigilance of the modern 
police, for which it is indebted to the 
count d’Aranda, make it one of the 
cleaneft cities in Europe. But except 
the Prado and its avenues, the city has 
no elegant quarters to boaft. The fa
mous Plaza Mayor, which the Spaniards 
take fo much pleafure to extol, has no
thing in it which juftifies their enthu- 
fiafm; it is quadrangular, but at the 
fame time irregular, furrounded by build
ings of five and fix ftories, fufficiently 
uniform, but without decoration, under 
which are long arcades. It is illumi
nated on public occafions, and then it 
really has an agreeable appearance. The 
auto dafes were formerly celebrated in this 

fquare,
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fquare, with all their terrible apparatus. 
It is ftill the theatre of bull-fights 
which are given at the royal feafts. 
The hotel de ville, or town-houfe, is in 
this fquare, in which feveral academies 
hold their afiemblies. This concur
rence of circumftances has made it the 
moft remarkable public place in the 
capital, and has given it a reputation, 
which, at the time it was firft built, 
was perhaps deferved, but which muft 
have vaniihed fince architecture has 
improved in Europe, and produced 
forty fquares preferable to the Plaza 
Mayor. The Spaniards, however, ihould 
refpect this reputation, and at leaft not 
diihonour their fquare by the hideous 
fcene of executions, nor keep in it their 
principal market, and thus reduce their 
place Vendome*  to the level of that of 
the Greve y, and place Maubert*,  In

* An elegant fquare in Paris.
+ The place of execution in Paris.
t A mean fquare in the fauxbourgh St. Marcel, 

which is the St. Giles’s of Paris.

other
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other refpedte, this with the adjacent 
ftreets, is the quarter which gives the 
moil favourable idea of the population 
of Madrid; and if we judge of it by 
this fpecimen, we fhall not find the 
calculation which makes it amount to 
one hundred and fixty thoufand inha
bitants exaggerated *,

The facrèd edifices have nothing re
markable in their architecture; thofe 
of St. Pafqual, St. Ifabella, and the 
Carmelites contain highly valuable col
lections of pictures which may be feen 
with admiration even after the paint
ings of the Efcurial, and the new pa
lace !

* Do&or Moncada, who wrote at the beginning 
of the feventeenth century, complained of the de
population of this city, which, according to him, 
contained no more than four hundred thoufand 
inhabitants. What would he fay at prefent? Ufta- 
riz, whole work was written at the beginning of 
the prefent century, and which is quoted by the 
Spaniards for the exafimefs of its calculations, af- 
figns to Madrid only a hundred and eighty thoufand 
inhabitants.

The
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The church of St. Ifidro, which here
tofore belonged to the Jefuits, has a 
portal which has efcaped the contagion of 
the age in which it was built*  There is 
another church much more modern, 
which on account of its mafs has a vene
rable appearance, but which true tafte 
may juftly difavow: it is that of St. 
Salefas, or the vifitation, founded by Fer
dinand VI. and the queen Barbara his 
wife. The alhes of this royal pair re- 
pofe here, under a pompous maufoleum, 
the infeription of which appeared to me 
a model of the lapidary ftyle ; the Spa
niards themfelves have exprefted their 
difapprobation of the whole edifice by 
thefe words: Barbara reyna, barbaro 
gajlo ; barbar a obra; a play upon words 
that can have no meaning but in the 
Spanifh language, in which the expref- 
fion barbara is equally applied to the 
name of the foundrefs, to the bad tafte 
of the edifice, and to the enormous fum 
it coft in building, It has, however, 
one laudable objedt which ihould intitle 
it to more indulgence. A certain number 

Vol. I. R of



242 THE PRESENT STATE 
of young ladies are there educated, at 
the king’s expence.

The convent of St. Francis has al
ready been fome years building, and there 
are hopes that it will become one of 
the fineft productions of architecture 
in the capital. What already appears 
of it feems to promife a folid rather than 
an elegant edifice. The church, in the 
form of a rotunda, was finiihed when 
I left Spain: it was already decorated 
with many large pictures, feveral of 
which could not but encreafe the re
putation of the Spaniih fchool. The pie- 
lent principal fupporters of that fchool 
are M. Maella and M. Bayeux, whofe 
colouring and tafle in drawing 'referable 
the ftile of Mengs, and in iome 
manner recompence the Spaniards for 
the lofs of that great painter. Don 
Francifco de Goye merits alfo by his 
talents an honorable mention; he 
pourtrays in a pleafing ftile, the man
ners, cuftoms, and games of his coun

try.
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try. There are alfo feveral excellent 
engravers.o

Don Salvador Carmona, married to 
the daughter of Mengs, who has in part 
inherited the fine pencil of het father, 
is defcrvedly to be placed at their head. 
Mr. Carmona is advantageou fly "known 
in France by feveral prizes gained in the 
academy of painting. Were we to judge 
his works critically, it might be ob- 
ftrved, that his talents too little, or at 
leaft too late, encouraged have not pro
duced what they at firit promifed. Se
veral other engravers, Meffieurs Ferro, 
Muntaner, Fabregat, Ballefter, and ef- 
pecially M, Selma, have by happy ef
forts proved that their art ftill makes 
fomp • progrefs in Spain.

The academy of the Spaniih language, 
which in the year 1780 gave an elegant 
edition of Don Quixote, enriched it 
with the embellifhments of the graver. 
But the engravings, for the molt part 
not above mediocrity, do not ahfwer to

R 2 the
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the merit of the edition, equally admi
rable for the quality of the ink, the 
beauty of the paper, the clearnefs of 
the character, and to be compared with 
the finelt productions of the kind in 
any other nation. This is not the fir it 
proof the Spaniards have given of their 
ability in the art of printing. Every 
connoifleur is acquainted with, and pre
fers to the editions of Baikerville and 
Barbon, the Salluit, which the Infant 
Don Gabriel has tranilated into his own 
language, and fome other works from 
the preifes of Ibarra at Madrid, and from 
thofeof Benedict Montfort at Valencia, 
which are mailer-pieces of the typo
graphical art, and will one day be 
fought after by pofterity, as we now 
fearch for thofe of the Elzevirs.

If the pleafmg arts be cultivated at 
Madrid, the molt ufeful of all, that of 
beneficence, is not negleCted. Chari» 
table foundations worthy to be models 
to every nation, are found in that city. 
There are three hofpitals, which in the 

courfe 
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courfe of the year 1785, received 19437 
fick perfons. The principal hofpital 
near to, but 011 the outfide of the gate 
Alcala, has been lately rebuilt. It is a 
large edifice, which by no means dif- 
graces the walk leading from this gate 
to the canal of Aranjuez, and which 
the Spaniards have eftimated rather too 
highly in honouring it with the name 
of Delicias.

Befides thefe three hofpitals there are 
three confraternities, the revenues of 
which are appropriated to thefuccour of 
the wretched, and an inftitution fimilar 
to the Mont de Piete in Paris, the prin
cipal objedt of which is to advance 
money to the neceffitous. There are alfo 
other academies befides that of the fine 
arts. We can fay but little of thofe of 
law andphyfic ; but every one has heard 
of that of the Spanifh language, found
ed by Philip V, and which our French 
academy has confidered, ever fince its 
eftabliihment, as its filler. The dictionary 
jt has given to the public, is, according 

R 3 to
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to the ableft grammarians, the com- 
plcateft, that ever appeared in any lan
guage. The prefent academicians, more 
learned than their predeceffors, and not 
lefs laborious, are preparing a new edi
tion of it, which by the augmentations 
to be made, will give an idea of the 
richnefs of their language, and of the 
great extent of their refearches. The 
Abbé de Guevra, one of the moil 
learned and zealous, has already pub- 
lifhed an extrait in folio, which has 
abated the public impatience, and may 
ferve for daily ufe.

The Spaniih academy is compofed but 
of twenty-four ordinary members; but 
the number of fupernumeraries is not 
limited; the prefident is a grandee of 
Spain. The prefent prefident is the 
marquis de Santa Cruz, whole learn
ing is no lefs an honour to the fociety 
than his rank. It contains feveral poets, 
painters, and men of letters, for whom 
the chair has not that foporific virtue 
attributed to it elfewhere ; and I know 

not
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not one member who has been admitted 
from the vain motive of conferring an 
honour in a manner foreign to the end 
of its inftitution.

The academy of hiftory has for its 
director the count de Campomanes, who, 
by the rank he holds in the magiftracy, 
as well as by his great erudition and 
virtues, is one of the moil diftinguifhed 
noblemen of modern Spain. It is much 
to be regretted that the functions of his 
eminent ftation leave him but little lei- 
fure to dedicate to the different acade
mies of which he is a member. That of 
hiftory has happily feveral others, who, 
animated by the fame zeal, may at
tach themfelves to it with lefs re- 
ferve. It has, within thefe few years, 
publifhed editions- of feveral authors, 
which are a proof of this. Among 
others, thofe of Mariana and Sepulveda. 
It is preparing one of Solis, of which 
one volume has already appeared. It 
has undertaken, and executed in part, 
a talk equally interefting and arduous, 

R 4 that;
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that of publiihing all the ancient chro
nicles relative to the hiftory of Caftile. 
Several of thefe works had never beeri 
printed ; all are enriched with notes and 
commentaries, which at once prove the 
found criticifm and the erudition of 
their authors, the Abbé de Guevara, 
Don Francifco de Cerda, Don Miquel 
Florez, and Pon Eugenio de Laguno, 
who, in the midft of the occupations 
of his place of firft clerk in the 
office of foreign affairs, ftill finds fome 
moments to dedicate to literature. The 
academy contains one of the moft valu
able collections of which a literary fo- 
ciety can boaft. This is all the diplomas, 
charters, and other documents given 
fmce the earlieft period of the monar
chy, to all the cities, boroughs, com
munities, churches, chapels,&c, in Spain, 
the whole collected with the greateft 
care, arranged in chronological order, 
and confequently adapted tofurpifti every 
branch of the Spaniili hiftory with the 
moft abundant fource of authentic ma
terials. The collection greatly facili

tates 
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fates and encourages the learned re- 
fearches of the academicians. It is in 
this immenfe repertory that they colleCt 
the elements of a work which for fe- 
veral years they have been preparing, I 
mean a geographical dictionary of Spain, 
which, by its correCtnefs will be a wor
thy companion to the new dictionary 
of the language. One of the moil 
learned among them, Don Juan Iriarte, 
who died in 1776, leaving behind hint 
three nephews of diftinguifhed abilities, 
publifhed a firft volume of the Greek 
manuferipts, in the library of Madrid; 
a continuation is expeCted from the li
brarians who are appointed to compleat 
the work. To a member of the fame 
academy, Father Florez, Spain is alfo 
already indebted for feveral volumes 
of the ecclefiaftical hiftory of the na
tion, which in his hands was, in truth, 
only an irregular compilation of docu
ments, become very fcarce, or entirely 
unknown, but it has acquired a more 
pleafing form by the care of his con- 

tinuator,
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tinuator, Father Rifco, an Auguftin 
monk.

Several other writers, well acquainted 
with what relates to their country, are 
employed in giving a clear hiftory of it, 
and inftrudling their fellow citizens in 
matters of policy, and the fcience of 
government. They have naturalized in 
their language fuch French and Engliih 
works as the Spaniih orthodoxy would 
permit ; thofe, for inftance, which treat 
of trades and arts. They are at prefent 
tranflating two of the works of Lin
naeus, and the natural hiftory of M. de 
Buffon. When I was in Spain the French 
Tliéiionaire Encyclopédique, was undertaken 
to be tranflated by fubfcription ; and 
thofe who believe that in that kingdom 
every perfon is fubje&ed to the yoke of 
bigotry and fanaticifm were not a little 
furprized to fee the name of the grand 
inquifitor at the head of the lift of fub- 
fcribers ; for it is to be remembered there 
was a very numerous lift of fubfcribers for 
the new encyclopédie, in numbers. But the 

writer 
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writer of the article Spain, heated with 
national prejudices, without having any 
knowledge of the country otherwife 
than by vain declamations, or unfaith
ful relations, wantonly vilified a whole 
nation, which from its weight in the 
balance of Europe, its virtues, and in
timate connexion with our own, he 
ought to have refpeéted.

The Spaniih government highly re- 
fented fo unmerited an infult, and the 
French court determined to redrefs its 
complaints with all the warmth of 
friendihip and the rigour of juftice. The 
author, cenfor, and printer were feverely 
reprimanded ; and the publication of the 
new encyclopédie was fufpended by or
der of the court. The Spaniih minifter, 
however, though offended, was not im
placable, he refented the affront, but 
would not exclude knowledge, and foon 
afterward revoked the fufpenfion, at 
the fame time taking meafures to erafe 
the errors and inventives from a work 
of which he knew the merit. Before 

the
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the numbers are diftributed to the fub- 
fcribers, they are examined by the coun
cil of Cailile. At the time the court of 
Spain took offence at the article above- 
mentioned, a Spaniih ecclefiaftic at Paris 
undertook the apology of his country 
againft the indifcreet author ; but even 
his countrymen think that, lead affray 
by his zeal, he carried the matter to 
the other extreme. He is more prodigal 
of eulogiums than his adverfary had 
been of contempt and reproaches. One 
had refufed every merit; and the other 
bellowed every poffible excellence. Ac
cording to the latter, the Spaniards ex-? 
cel in every art and fcience. Thus paf- 
fion, by exaggerating, fometimes injures 
the caufe it means to defend. In this 
difcuffion, as in all others, reafon feeks 
and finds the truth only in the juft 
medium,

There are undoubtedly in Spain more 
learned men who modeftly cultivate 
the fciences; more men of erudition 
who are thoroughly acquainted with 

the
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the hiftory and jurifprudence of their 
country; more diftinguilhed men of 
letters and a greater number of poets, 
who have energy and a fertile and bril
liant imagination than is generally ima
gined. But according to the Spaniards 
themfelves, the prefent (late of letters 
and the fciences is far from what it was 
in the times of Mariana, Solis, Men*  
doza, Ambroife, Morales, Herrera, Saa
vedra, Sepulveda, Cervantes, Quevedo, 
Garcilafo, Calderon, Lopes de Vega, 
&c. &c.

The Spaniih univerfíties can no longer 
boaft the reputation they formerly pof- 
feifed ; induftry and population are much 
inferior to what they were under Ferdi
nand the Catholic, and his two fuccef- 
fors. But the prefent government is 
zealouily and fuccefsfully employed in 
endeavouring to revive thofe happier 
times. Befides the academies of which 
I have fpoken, there is one at Madrid 
for the laws of Spain, another for 
the canon law, and a third for me

dicine
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dicine. A taile for the arts and fcièncës 
has extended even to the provinces.

At Seville is an academy of Belles- 
lettres, and a medical fociety ; at Sara» 
goffa and Valencia an academy of arts ; 
at Valladolid, one of geography ; at 
Granada, one of mathematics and draw» 
ing ; and at Barcelona, an academy of 
Belles-lettres.

There were for a long time in Spain 
fix great colleges (coliegios may or es} into 
which none were admitted but young 
men of family, and from among whom 
perfons qualified for every office of go
vernment were almoft exclufively taken. 
The privileges they enjoyed became a 
fource of abufe. They fupported idle- 
nefs and arrogance in the colleges, and 
difcouraged other feminaries of educa
tion. Government ftruck at the root of 
the evil. In 1777 the colleges received 
a new form from which the moil happy 
effects are expeóted.

OF SPAIN.

Education is neverthelefs ftill imper
fect in Spain, and the expulfion of the 
Jefuits 'has made it perhaps yet more fo. 
At that period the inconvenience of con
fiding youth to the care of religous or
ders was, perhaps, too much magnified. 
That of the Piariftes, known in Spain 
by the name of EJcolafiios, is the only 
one which is ftill in the poffeffion of 
fome fchools. Every where elfe, the 
place of the Jefuits has been fupplied by 
profeifors, who may either be ecclefiaftics 
or lay -perfons, but who form no col
lective body nor refide under the fame 
roof. The Jefuits, befides the property 
of the fociety, had foundations for dif
ferent profefforihips. Thefe were the 
only funds appropriated to the fupport 
of the new profeifors. They were fuf- 
ficient for monks living in a community, 
but are very inadequate in the prefent 
ftate of things. Profefforihips fo little 
lucrative cannot be fought after by per
fons eminent for learning and talents. 
The education of youth fuffers therefore 
by the change an,d this is a circumftance

Education
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of fufficient importance to deferve the 
attention of government.

Much, however, has already been 
done for military education. The king 
has eftabliihed a fchool for artillery at 
Segovia, a riding fchool at Ocanna, one 
of engineers at Carthagena, and another 

, for taéiics at Avila, whence it has lately 
been removed to Port Santa Maria.

Manufactures at the beginning of the 
prefent century were greatly on the de
cline. The three fovereigns of the 
houfe of Bourbon have made efforts to 
revive them. There are manufactures of 
common cloths at Efcaray in Bifcay, at 
Bocairente, at Ontemente, and at Al- 
coy in the kingdom of Valencia, and at 
Grazalema in Andalufia ; and we have 
already feen the encouragement given by 
the prefent fovereign to the manufacture 
of fine cloths at Guadalaxaraand Segovia. 
In the courfe of this work we ihall have 
occafion to fpeak of feveral others, audit 
will be feen that thofe of filk in particu

lar 
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lar have engaged the attention of go
vernment. There is one for hats at Ma
drid, as alfo at Badajoz and Seville, and 
foreign manufactures already feel the 
competition : for there is this fatality in 
the prefent conftitution of Europe, that 
no nation can profper in any branch of 
commerce without being prejudicial to 
its neighbours. But in this ftruggle of 
jarring interefts murmurs are improper 
and complaints ufelefs. Nothing is juft 
or efficacious but the efforts of induftry, 
activity, and oeconomy.

Spain alfo owes to the fovereigns of 
the houfe of Bourbon the few roads and 
canals the poffeffes. The government is 
Well convinced how much the want of 
thefe is felt, and is taking every means 
to fupply the deficiency. There are al
ready fine roads in Bifcay and Navarre; 
thofe which terminate in the capital an
nounce the refidence of a great monarch. 
Fine ones have been begun between 
Aranjuez and Valencia; in Galicia, from 
the Corogne to Pontevedra; to the 
Vol. L S north
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north of Caftile, from Reynofa to the 
lea, and in fome other parts of the penin- 
fula. But the able minifter who prefides 
over this department caufes them to be 
carried on with that prudent flownefs 
which alone infures the fuccefs of ex- 
penfive undertakings. His plans alfo 
have been fomewhat deranged by the 
war, which even when it is fuccefsful 
caufes an exchange of real and iolid ad
vantages for a little glory. This mini
fter is more particularly attentive to im
prove and compleat the principal road 
which entirely croiTes Spain from Bay
onne to Cadiz, palling by Madrid. The 
advantage unknown until within thefe o
two years, of travelling in a poft-chaife, 
the hundred leagues which feparate the 
two laft citiesj is to be afcribed to 
him.

We have feen what he has already 
done for the canal of Arragon. That 
of Caftile, long fince begun, will foon 
engage his attention. The canal pro
jected in Murcia has been found imprac
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iicable ; the fubferibers, inftead of the 
profits which their avidity grafped at, 
mu ft content themfelves with the in- 
tereft the king pays them, and have 
in the unimpeachable probity of the 
monarch a fufficient fecurity for their 
money. Laft year the minifter adopted 
a project much more brilliant and ufe- 
ful than that he was obliged to abandon ; 
that of a canal, which beginning at the 
foot of the mountains of Guadarrama 
near the Efcurial, proceeds to join the 
Tagus, afterwards the Guadiana, and 
terminates at the Guadalquivir above 
Anduxar, and which confequently will 
give new life and activity to the center 
of Spain, the leaft populous and moft 
barren part of the kingdom. A French
man o’f abilities named le Maur, gave in. 
the plan, and was preparing to carry it 
into execution, but died foon after
wards. The impulfe, however, was 
given, the money fubferibed, and the 
eftimate made. The undertaking is con
tinued by the fons of le Maur, who in- 

S 2 herit
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herit from their father all his plans and 
a portion of his talents.

But that which more particularly con
tributes to the profperity of Spain is the 
modern inftitution of patriotic focieties, 
known by the name of friends to jbe 
country. The example was given in Bis
cay ; as was natural to expert in a pro
vince where induftry and patriotifm 
reign in every mind. It was foon fol
lowed by the other provinces, and by 
the capital, in which a patriotic fociety 
was eftabliihed in 1775. At the end of 
the laft year there were already forty- 
four. The name of thefe inftitutions 
indicates their aim. The members of 
which they are compofed, encourage the 
progrefs of the arts and the agriculture 
and induftry of their provinces. They 
propofe queftions relative to thefe ob- 
jedls, and give premiums to thofe who 
difcufs them befti They awaken the 
induftry of their fellow citizens, animate 
their zeal, folicit their information, give 

encourage- 
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encouragement to artifans, afliftance 
and advice to the peafants, and caufe 
the patriotic ardour, with which they 
are animated, to circulate through every 
clafs of citizens. Never did a laudable 
inftitution make more rapid progrefs or 
produce more general effeft. Thofe who 
never fee the advancement of good but 
with an envious eye, or whofe metho
dical fupinenefsis difgufted with novelty, 
and thofe whofe felf-love is mortified by 
fuccefs to which they do not contribute, 
have endeavoured to throw ridicule upon 
thefe focieties ; they have pretended that 
the members talked much but performed 
little ; that they exaggerated their im
portance, and difcufled trifles with, 
pompous gravity. Undoubtedly they 
have not yet done every thing which 
may be done ; their ilender funds cir- 
cumfcribe their progrefs ; but the great 
point was to rouze their country from its 
ftupor, and to offer a ftimulus to the ta
lents of artifts, and the labour of huf- 
bandmen ; to excite their emulation by 
the profpect of fame, and their intereft

S3 by 
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by the hope of gain. This is what the 
focieties have already effected. The lei- 
fure and favings of peace enable govern
ment to furniih the means of increafmg 
their beneficence. At the reprefenta- 
tion made by the principals of thefe io
cities, their funds, which conflit in a 
great meafure of voluntary contributions? 
were increafed to a flock which may be 
compared to that of the Economats in 
France *.  The fovereign whofe piety is 
rational, and to whom the communi
cation of beneficial projects is all that 
is neceffary to prevail on him to adopt 
them, has thought proper to dedicate to 
the encouragement of thefe focieties a 
part of the revenues of the church, the 
vacant benefices of which he enjoys for 
a certain time. In a lei’s enlightened age 
fuch an employment of this property 
would have been called a profanation. 
The Spaniih government, on the con
trary, think that making it contribute 

* In one fenfe the funds arifing from the revenues 
of vacant benefices.
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to the profperity of the Hate is to fane- 
tify its ufe. The object of pious foun
dations was much Iefs to bellow on eccle- 
fiaftics an opulence hurtful to the true 
intereils of religion, than to provide for 
the wants of the poor, to baniih po
verty, and employ that idlenefs which 
neceffarily increafes indigence^ Thefe 
were the intentions of the founders, 
and this is the reafoning of a country 
which prejudice fuppofes to be Hill en- 
flaved by the fuperilitious bigotry of the 
fourteenth century.

The patriotic focities have received 
other encouragements from government. 
Enlightened by them it has revived laws 
which had fallen into difufe. It has ex
cluded fuch foreign merchandize as 
might be prejudicial to the national ma
nufactures, and has procured to thefe 
fuch workmen as may improve and per
fect them. Thefe meafures have al
ready been prejudicial, and will become 
Hill more fo, to other manufacturing and 
Commercial nations ; they may excite in

S 4 them
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them murmurs and alarm, they will un
doubtedly reanimate their aCtivity and 
vigilance, but cannot but be applauded 
by real patriots.

The patriotic fociety of Madrid is dif- 
tinguiihed from the others only by the 
more immediate protection of govern
ment, and by its fituation, which gives 
it a greater facility of acquiring infor
mation and afliftance. It has, perhaps, 
fewer objeCls, on which to exercife its 
zeal, becaufe that the productions of 
new Caftile, in the center of which it 
is placed, are lçfs various than thofe 
of the other provinces, and becaufe 
that its induftry is more confined. But 
it is attentive, to the improvement of 
agriculture in the environs of Madrid, 
and to furnilh the children of both fexes 
and the poor of that capital with em
ployment. LA perfeCt equality is the 
moil facred law of all thefe focieties ; 
rank is unknown in them; the arch- 
bilhop of Toledo, and the duke of Me
dina Celi may there be placed by the 
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fide of an artifan, and information is 
collected from whatever fource it may 
come.

As Madrid is the chief center of 
arts and fciences, fo is it that of go
vernment. Although the monarch re
ndes there but a few weeks in the year, 
and his miniiters are always near his 
perfon, this city is the feat of govern
ment, and of the fupreme tribunals. 
We ihall take a view of them all ; and 
this will naturally lead us to fpeak of 
the laws, religion, finances, and mili
tary force of Spain.

The council of Caftile holds the firft 
rank among the councils and tribunals 
of the kingdom ; there is nothing in * 
France which can be compared to it : it 
is at once a council of adminiftration. 
which has the infpeCtion of all the in
terior operations of government, and a 
fovereign tribunal that has an exclufive 
cognizance of certain caufes, and in 

certain
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certain cafes receives appeals from the 
other tribunals.

The council of Caftile is compofed of 
five chambers. The firft, the fala de 
Govierno, which is confined to the affairs 
of adminiftration ; it alfo receives re
ferences accompanied with neceffary 
forms, brought to the council in ex
traordinary cafes, but it is only to fend 
them to the fecond fala de Govierno, or 
to the fala de Jufticia according to circum- 
ftances.

The fecond fala de Govierno judges 
fome of the caufes brought before the 
council of Caftile by extraordinary re
ference, but its chief occupation is in 
matters relative to the manufactures, 
bridges, banks, and caufeways of the 
kingdom,

The chamber of Mily quinientos or of 
one thoufand five hundred, thus called 
becaufe thofe who appeal to it from the 

fen- 
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fentences and judgments of the fove- 
reign tribunals are obliged to depofit 
fifteen hundred ducats, which they for
feit in cafe of lofing the appeal.

The fala de fuficia has an excluiive 
cognizance of certain caufes, the par
ticulars of which would be unintereft- 
ing, and perhaps unintelligible, to moil 
of our readers; and for the judgment 
of capital caufes of a certain defcription 
this chamber is united to the others.

The fala de Provincia judges the ap
peals in all important cafes, and receives 
thofe from the judgments of the two 
lieutenants civil of Madrid (Penientes 
de Villa) and from thofe of the Alcaldes 
de Qorie in civil affairs.

Thefe form a fixth chamber. The 
city of Madrid is divided into a certain 
number of quarters, and the police of 
each is fuperintended by an Alcalde de 
Gorte : who judges in the firft inftance, 
in concurrence with the lieutenants 

civil.
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civil, all the caufes brought by the ci
tizens of his quarter. Their decifions 
may be appealed from to the whole 
chamber aifembled, which alone can 
finally pronounce upon criminal caufes 
within its jurifdidtion. It is in extraor
dinary cafes only that they are carried 
before the council of Caftile.

The chamber of the Alcaldes de Cafa y 
Corte was formerly the tribunal which 
always accompanied the court of Spain. 
Since this is underftood to be fixed at Ma
drid, the tribunal has been fixed there 
alfo ; and as it formerly had a provincial 
jurifdiftion near the refidence of the 
fovereign, it has ftill preferved fuch a 
jurifdidtion to a certain diftance from the 
capital. The council of Caftile is the 
only one acknowledged by the gran
dees of Spain, and all its members have 
the right of com-mittimus, like thofe of 
the French parliaments.

Spain is divided into two chanceries, 
thofe of Granada and Valladolid, which 

have 
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have an exclufive cognizance of certain 
caufes. Their decifions are not appealed 
from to the council of Caftile, except 
in two cafes, when the appellants ad- 
drefs themfelves to the chamber of Mil 
y quinientos, or upon a denial of juftice, 
called Recurjos de Fuerza. Each chan
cery has a particular chamber, called 
Sala de Hijofdalgo, or chamber of nobles. 
Its office is to authenticate nobility, and 
to hear caufes relative thereto. It has 
alfo an exclufive cognizance of criminal 
caufes of the Hidalgos.

Beiides thefe there are eight audiences, 
without reckoning the particular tribunal 
of Navarre, which has the title of Royal 
Council, as fome of the provinces of 
France have, inftead of a parliament, a 
fovereign council. The four audiences 
of the crown of Arragon are thofe of 
Saragoifa, Barcelona, Valencia, and 
Majorca; and of the crown of Caftile 
thofe of Seville, Corogne,'Oviedo, and 
the Canaries.

Each' ‘
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Each chancery and each audience has 
a criminal court, fala de Crimen, which 
definitively pronounces criminal fen- 
tences, and caufes them to be executed.

Except a few reftriétions, thefe tribu
nals are equally fovereign. The prin
cipal difference between the chanceries 
and the audiences is, that the firft act 
in the king’s name like the council of 
Caftile. There are alfo fome cafes in 
which appeals lie from the audiences of 
Corogne and Oviedo to the chancery of 
Valladolid, and from the audience of 
Seville to the chancery of Granada. But 
from the four audiences of the crown 
of Arragon the appeal (in certain cafes) 
is immediately made to the council of 
Caftile, where the caufes in queftion 
muft be determined according to the 
laws of Arragon.

The limits of thefe different jurif- 
diétions are not clearly enough defined 
to prevent frequent contefts between 
the courts. Whilft the council of Caf

tile
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tile iofes no opportunity of extending 
its jurifdidtions, the chanceries and au
diences inceffantly ftruggle againft it to 
fupport their fupreme authority. The 
council of Navarre alone had preferved its 
authority unimpaired, until lately, when 
fome of the caufes brought before it 
were carried by appeal to the council 
of Caftile. Unlefs in cafes of appeal, 
which are rare exceptions to the gene
ral rule, there is norefource againft the 
decifions of all the fovereign tribunals, 
but revifion, which in Spain is called 
Supplica. Appeals, in that cafe, are 
made to the tribunal itfelf, praying it 
to begin the procefs anew.

The heads of the chanceries are called 
Pre/idents, and thofe of the audiences 
Regents.

The head of the council of Caftile has 
the title of prefident or governor: thefe 
two dignities differ but little, except 
in honorary diftindions. The prefident 
of the council of Caftile muft always 

be 
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be a grandee of Spain. When he ap
pears in public, he has particular pri
vileges. The count d Aranda was the 
laft perion who filled this place, and as 
he held that of captain-general of all 
Caftile, and poffefied firmnefs and ta
lents, he exercifed it with an authority 
which yielded only to that of the fo- 
vereign.

Various reafons, of which it is not 
yet time to inform the public, induced 
him to refign this place to become am- 
baffador in France, where he was pre
ceded by his great reputation, and where 
he has enjoyed fmce the year 1773, that 
refpebt to which on fo many accounts 
he is entitled.

The office of prefident of the council 
of Caftile had been revived, after a long 
interruption, in the perfon of the count, 
in one of thofe critical moments when 
men of genius become necefiary He 
difcharged the duties of it during feven 
years, with all the energy and wifdom 

by
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by Which he is charadlerifed. Madrid 
will for a long time exhibit proofs of 
What he effebted for its embelliihment, 
fecurity, and convenience^ even during 
his ihort adminiftration. It is to his 
care and prudence that Spain owes the 
expulfion of the Jefuits, prepared with 
the greatcft fecrecy, and executed with
out tumult. He alfo procured an ac
count of the prefent ftate of population 
in that kingdom, which according to 
the documents laid before him, amounts 
to about eleven millions of inhabitants *.

The diffipated and frequently licen
tious lives of the monks were reformed^ 
and their manners rendered more fuit- 
able to their profeffion. The abufes of 
the afylum which the greateft? criminals

* No means were negle&ed to make this calcu
lation as exaft as poffible. However, as the public, 
toiiinformed, fuppofed it to be undertaken with 
views to taxation, feveral citizens gave in falfe re
ports of the number of perforis each houfe contained. 
It is therefore probable, that the real population of 
Spain is rather above than below what it is eilimated 
at in the laft accounts.

Vol. L T found



THE PRESENT STATE

found in the churches were fuppreffecL 
The fovereign authority was placed 
above the reach of the pretenfions of 
the holy fee; bounds were fit to the 
exterior practices of religion, more fa
vourable to idlenefs than devotion ; and 
in fome refpedts, as we fhall hereafter 
find, the power of funaticifm was fub- 
jedted to controul. The functions of 
the place of prefident of the council of 
Caftile were never fo actively difcharged 
as during his adminiftration. Since his 
refignation that title has been conferred 
on no one ; he was fucceeded by a fen- 
fible and moderate ecclefiaftic, M. de 
Figueroa, who had only the title of go
vernor of the council of Caftile, and 
who died whilft I was in Spain. At pre
fent the count de Campomanes, as oldeft 
member of the council, difcharges the 
functions of governor, without having 
the title, and by his long fervices, 
knowledge, and integrity, is in every 
refpedt worthy to be at the head of the 
magiftracy of his country.

The
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The oldeft members of this council, 
form what is called in Spain the Camara, 
which in fome refpects may be com
pared to the great chamber of the par
liament oi Paris. It is properly the privy 
council of the monarch, and at the fame 
time a fovereign tribunal for certain 
caufes, fuch as all which have relation 
to the right of patronage, the fuccef- 
fions of perfons of the royal family, and 
all contefts relative to the rights of 
cities (Ciudades) which differ from 
Villas, the former having a particular 
jurifdidtion, and being reprefented in the 
Cortes of the kingdom f.

The Camara is alfo the council which 
iffues all afts or patents of royal favour. 
All places in the magiftracy, and all 
confiftorial benefices are conferred by 
its means. It recommends to his ma- 
jefty, through the medium of his mi-

+ Madrid is only a Villa, yet is reprefented in the 
Cortes like the Ciudades. But this is the only ex
ception.

nifter1 2
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nifter of favour and juftice, three per- 
foils to fill them, and the king chafes 
one of the three.

No place in the magiftracy is venal 
in Spain. This, like all human infti- 
tutions, has its advantage and incon
venience. If it leaves a greater open
ing to caprice, favour and intrigue, it 
prevents the tribunals from being dis
honoured by incapacity and ignorance, 
and diminifhes the temptation to fell 
that juftice of which the right of dif- 
penfing is bought. It is true that the 
integrity of magiftrates frequently with
out fortune muft appear fufpicious, ana 
that their moderate fees feem but a weak 
rampart againft corruption. However, 
notwith (landing the declamations of dif- 
fatisfied clients, iniquitous and partial 
judges are not more common in Spain 
than in other countries, whether it be 
that they are better watched, or that the 
generofity natural to the Spaniih nation 
fecures them from all temptation.

There

277
There is a kind of gradation in the 

Spaniih magiftracy of which the degrees 
are eafily traced. All the members of 
the Camara are ancient counfellors of 
Caftile; thefe feldom obtain their places 
without having been prefidents of a 
chancery or an audience, or at leaft an
cient counfellors of one of thefe tri
bunals, or Alcade de Corte. In the fame 
manner it is from among the advocates 
Corregidors, or Alcaldes Mayores, that the 
latter are chofen. It is here neceflary 
to give fome account of thefe magif
trates, of whofe offices foreigners in 
general have but a very confufed idea.

Firft there arc two daffies of fimple 
Alcaldes*,  who are eftabliihed in the 
cities, boroughs and villages. The Al
calde ordinario judges in the firft inftance,

* Thefe different fpecies of Alcaldes are ufually 
confounded by foreigners. Not to diftinguilh an 
alcalde Pedaneo from an Alcalde de Corte is the fame 
as fuppofing a fneriff’s officer and a magiftrate upon 
the bench to be equal in rank and authority.

T3 when
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when there is no Corregidor, 'but in 
places where there is one, has cogni
zance of civil caufes in concurrence with 
him, whilft the latter acts alone in 
matters of police and adminiilration. 
The Alcalde pedaneo, who is commonly 
taken from among the common people, 
has no functions but thofe of arrefting 
delinquents, and executing the orders 
of the Corregidor, or the Alcalde Mayor,

The fimple Alcaldes are differently 
appointed, according to the privileges of 
the cities, boroughs and villages in 
which they re fide. In fome places 
chance decides, in others they are named 
by the council of Caftile, the tribunal 
of the province, or the lord of the ma
nor, who chufes one from three per- 
fons propofed to him. They are changed 
every year.

The Ale allies Mayorvs, or Corregidors, 
which differ in title only, are all named 
by the king upon the prefentation of 
the Camara. This inferior degree of 

mg*
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magiftracy was formerly under very im
proper regulations, which government 
has lately reformed. The place of Cor
regidor was bellowed on perfons of fmall 
fortune, who frequently expended their 
whole property in foliciting the pro
motion. After having fucceeded, they 
held their places three years, when their 
office expired, and they were again 
obliged to have recourfe to new foli ci
tations. How could it be hoped, that 
men fcarcely efcaped from want, and 
upon the brink of relapfing into their 
former indigence, would not be violently 
tempted to infure to themfelves re- 
fources at the expence of thofe over 
whom .they poffeffed a tranfient autho
rity ? It was neceffary to preferve the 
fubjedis of the king from thei-r rapacity, 
and thefe magiftrates themfelves from 
temptation. Men virtuous from a love 
of virtue, and who firmly refufe to com
mit evil, even when they can perpetrate 
it with advantage and impunity, are 
rare in every country; and the Cor- 
regidors but too frequently confirmed 

T 4 this
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this melancholy truth. The count of 
Florida Blanca, when minifter of favour 
and juftice, had the almoft unexampled 
courage to adopt the meafures projedted 
by his predeceffor and the count de Com- 
pomanes ; meafures which might excite 
the emulation of the Corregidora, and 
enable and encourage them to be honeft. 
He procured that for the future they 
Ihould. continue in office fix years in- 
ilead of three ; that there ihould be 
three claftes of Corregimientos ; that they 
ihould pafs from one clafs to another, 
after having well difcharged the duties 
of their firft place; that their emolu
ments ihould be increaled at every re
moval ; and that having thus gone 
through the three claftes to the fatif- 
fadtion of his majefty, they ihould have 
what in Spain is called the honours of 
'■Togado, that is, the title and preroga
tives annexed to the place of counfellor 
of the fuperior tribunals, whether their 
acknowledged merit was rewarded by 
one of thefe places, or that they con
tinued to occupy the Corregimientos of the 

firft 
I» •» ‘
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firft clafs. When I was at Madrid, go? 
verament was waiting the termination 
of the commiffion of the triennial 
Corregidors to begin this regulation, 
truly advantageous to the people, who 
at times, even in monarchies, are con- 
fidered as of foipe importance.
C •«. ' ■ ■ t ■ ■

Beftdes the three claftes of Corregi
dors, there- is one of another kind 5 
thofe of Madrid and Seville, two cities 
in which the magiftracy is peculiar and 
diftinct. The Corregidors are for life, 
and muft not be taken from the pro- 
feflion of the law ; they are no more 
than chiefs of the police who prefide 
at city meetings, bull-fights, and the 
public adds of the city. The lieutenants 
civil, Tententes de Villa, have a jurifdidtion 
independant of their authority, and fup- 
ply them in their prefidencies. Befides 
thefe, Madrid and Seville have Regidores, 
a kind of infpedtors, who maintain the 
police in concurrence with the Corre
gidor. This is the municipal confti- 
tution of Madrid. The Alcaldes de Corte 

make
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make no part of it, and are, as we have 
obferved, dependant upon the court; 
this, however, prevents not their jurif- 
diétion from extending to the interior 
of the capital, which is divided into a 
certain number of quarters, diftributed 
to the different Alcaldes de Corte ; each 
of whom has under him an Alcalde de 
Barrio a kind of local magistrate, who 
watches over the prefervatipn of pub
lic order, within .the extent of his jurif- 
diétion.

Laftly, there is a magiftrate with the 
title of Superintendant, who is particu
larly charged with the police and the 
prefervation of public order, in concur
rence with the Alcaldes de Corte, the Re
gidores, the Corregidor, and the Tenientes 
de Villa. From this conftitution, which 
is certainly fomewhat complicated, re
sults frequent claihmgs of jurifdiftion 
among the magiftrates; but on the 
other hand, there are few cities in Eu-

* There are therefore five kinds of Alcaldes, 
Alcalde Pedáneo, Alcalde Ordinario, Alcalde de Barrio, 
Alcalde Mayor, and Alcalde Ac Corte.
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rope in which the police is better re
gulated than at Madrid, where there is 
more fafety, or where fewer crimes are 
committed which efcaye the vigilance 
of juftice.

It now remains to confider, by what 
code of laws juftice is adminiftered in 
Madrid, as well as in the reft of the 
kingdom.

It may be faid, ftriftly fpeaking, that 
the Roman or civil law has there no 
force. This, by fome old ordinances 
of the kings of Caftile, is forbidden, 
under fevere penalties, to be fo much 
as quoted. Thefe laws, however, for 
fo long a time the object: of a blind ad
miration, and againft which it is now 
become the cuftom to declaim with vi
rulence, are frequently confulted in prac
tice. The Spaniards feem to obferve a 
juft medium between the two extremes. 
They do not adopt the civil law impli
citly ; they look not upon all its déci
dons as infallible ; but their lawyers de

rive
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rive from it knowledge and authorities, 
becaufe they are convinced, that in the 
midft of a number of laws contradictory 
to each other, fometimes abfurd, and 
frequently foreign to our manners and 
political conftitution, many are to be 
found which cannot be denied to be 
dictated by reafon and applicable to every 
legillation. The forms of procefs in 
Spain, are conformable to the Roman 
law, except fome difference in terms and 
the ufe of documents. They are re
ported, not as in France by members of 
the tribunal, but by particular magis
trates, called Relatores, whofe places are 
very lucrative, and confequently much 
fought after.

The only authentic laws, according to 
which juftice is adminiitered, are regif- 
tered in the codes publiihed by the an
cient kings; fuch are the Ley de las fíete 
Partidas, the Ordenamiento-Real, the Fuero- 
juzgo, and Fuero-Real. The principal 
code, that which is in conftant ufe, is 
called Recopilación. It is a collection of 

various 

OF SPAIN. 285

various and diftinCt edicts of the mo
narchs of Spain from the earlieft ages to 
the prefent reign. A new edition is 
given from time to time in which all the 
laws publiihed fince the laft are inferted; 
for it is not until after they are thus re- 
giitered that certain edicts acquire the 
force of law. Such are thofe which are 
iffued from the council of Caftile under 
the title of Autos-Accordatos, and which 
may fometimes, from intervening cir- 
cumitances, be revoked by the council 
itfelf.

It has 'been pretended in certain fo
reign prints, that the prefent monarch 
intended to give to Spain a new criminal 
code, and that the council of Caftile had 
been ordered to digeft it. The aftertion. 
was at leaft exaggerated. The council, 
which too well knows how much men are 
led by words, would have feared to have 
diihonoured the memory of Charles III. 
by placing his name at the head of a 
criminal code. The title alone awakens 
an idea of feverity and even of cruelty, 

which 
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which would have formed too great à 
contrail to the clemency and goodnefs 
which are the characleriilic virtues of 
the reigning fovereign. The following 
fadls are what gave rife to the error : 
The council of Cailile, by the agency 
of the count de Campomanes, who was 
then one of its fifcales, had propofed the 
revifion and reform of the old criminal 
laws, fome of which were abfurd, dif- 
gufting or impoffible to be enforced ; 
fuch were tliofe which condemned cer
tain criminals to be pierced with arrows ; 
falfe witneffes to have their teeth pulled 
out, &c. The propofition being ap
proved by the king, the council ap
pointed fome members of the different 
tribunals to make a revifion of the penal 
laws, and to fubilitute others more con
formable to modern manners. From the 
report of this committee, of which the 
count de Campomanes was prefident, the 
chamber of the Alcaldes de Corte was di
rected to draw up a plan which fhould 
ferve as a bafis to the projected reform. 
Whatever may be the ultimate benefit 

derived 
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derived from this meafure, it has already- 
produced a trail on the penal laws, the 
work of a young lawyer named Lardiza- 
bal, which appeared in 1784, and may 
be read with pleafure and advantage, 
even after the celebrated effays of the 
marquis of Beccaria.

This is the proper place to fpeak of 
the torture, that barbarous inilitution 
againft which modern philofophy has fo 
forcibly exclaimed. It is not yet formally 
aboliihed in Spain, and flill finds fome 
defenders. A few years ago an ecclefiaftic, 
named Caftro, undertook a formal apology 
for it; but his work, which infpired al
moil general indignation, was com
pletely refuted by a gentleman of the 
profeffion of the law, who in faft only 
expreffed the moderate fentiments of the 
firil tribunal of the kingdom, and of 
the reafonable part of the nation. His 
fyilem has infinitely more partifans than 
that of his antagonist.

The
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The canon law is the received code in 
Spain in all ecclefiaftical affairs. It 
muft not however be imagined that the 
court of Madrid pays implicit obedience 
to the orders of the holy fefe*.  There is 
no catholic kingdom in which more 
fuccefsful efforts have been made to 
lighten this yoke.

. IT
The religion of Rome and its minifters 

are without doubt ftill held in the greateft 
veneration, and the priefts and monks, 
under the pretext of diredting confidences, 
fometimes take part in temporal concerns, 
and abufe the confidence placed in them 
by exceffive credulity. But thefe abu- 
fes, even under the reign of pious mo
narchs, were in many refpedts fuppreffed; 
though, during a great part of the pre
fent century, they infedted the very 
avenues to the throne.

The dangerous influence which fa
ther D’Aubenton, and his fucceffors of 
the fame order enjoyed at the court of 

Philip
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Philip V. is remembered with indigna
tion ; as likewife that of x father Ra- 
bago, the laft Jefuit who fate in the 
confeflional chair of the Spaniih mo
narchs, with Ferdinand VI. The con- 
feffor of the prefent king is a Francifcan. 
But although this monk is very fre
quently admitted to the prefence of his 
auguft penitent, he does not extend his 
jurifdidtion beyond the limits of the du
ties of real religion ; and notwithftand- 
ing what has been faid in Europe, Spe
cially upon the fubjedt of the late war, 
has few connedtions at court, and 
concerns himfelf very little with the ' 
affairs of government and political in
trigue. The monarch, though he con
tinually treats him with that deference 
which he thinks due from him to the 
diredtorof his confcience, has more than 
once repreffed the fervency of his zeal. 
It is true his majefty generally confults 
him concerning filling the vacant bifhop- 
ricks and other ecclefiaftical dignities, 
which are at the difpofal of the 
king, and in this point of view his con- 

Vol. I. U feffor
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feiTor may be confidered as poffeffing the 
nomination to benefices, although this 
properly belongs to the Camara and to 
the minifter of favour and juftice. But 
even in this refpeft, his influence has 
lately been circumfcribed, and the ap
pointment to vacant fees veiled, in ex- 
clufion of him, in the count de Florida 
Blanca, as the prefent minifter of fa
vour and juftice.

This inconteftiblc right of the kings 
of Spain to nominate to the great bene
fices of their dominions has been allowed 
by the popes only lìnee the year 1/53’ 
the date of the compatì: between the 
Spanilh court and the holy lee.

Until then the collation to benefices 
had been the objeft of frequent contefts 
between the two courts. The kings of 
Spain claimed it by virtue of their right 
of patronage, as having founded and en
dowed all the churches in their do- 
ininions. That moderate pontiff, Bene
dici XIV. who perceived that the real 

V means

means of preferving the remaining rights 
of the holy fee in an age when the eyes 
of every European fovereign were more 
opened to difeover abufes, was to com
pound for fome of them, propofed, that 
in the firft place the fubjeft ihould be 
difeuffed by the cardinals Aquaviva and 
Belluga; but their interpofition having 
produced a correfpondence in which 
both parties were only inflamed againft 
each other without making much pro- 
grefs towards aconclufion, it was agreed 
to abandon the difcuflion and negocíate 
in an amicable manner. For this pur- 
pofe Spain deputed the abbe de Figueroa 
a man of a mild and conciliating cha- o 
rafter and who has fince been at the 
head of the council of Caftile. The re.- 
fult was the compaft which has finally 
fettled this difpute between the crown of 
Spain and the court of Rome.

The holy fee did not refufe the kin°-s 
or Spain the right of nomination to all 
confiftorial benefices, which has been 
granted to them by different bulls. The 

U 2 com-
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compaét confirms them in the poffeffion 
of this right, regulating however that 
titularies fhould be obliged to provide 
themfelves with bulls.

The principal conteft turned upon re
gular and fimple benefices. ' The kings 
of Spain demanded to nominate to all ; 
the popes claimed a right to confer thofe 
at leaft which became vacant in the 
apoftolical months.

The compact enumerated fifty-two 
benefices which fhould be at the nomi
nation of the holy fee, with obligation 
to confer them upon none but Spaniards ; 
and it was alfo ftipulated that the pope 
fhould not delegate this power of col
lation ; that the benefices fhould be ex
empt from penfions, and that the titu
laries fhould pay no cedulas bancarias.

Thefe were contrats made with the 
apoftolical chamber, by virtue of which 
the candidate to whom the benefice was 
promifed engaged himfelf to pay a cer

tain
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tain fum. This fum he frequently did 
not poifefs ; in which cafe the apofto- 
lical chamber advanced it to him at an 
enormous intereft, and kept agents in 
Spain who took care to have thefe en
gagements fulfilled. Thefe ruinous 
abufes fent to Rome one year with an
other, a fifth of the revenue of all the 
benefices. One of the inconveniences, 
which were the confequence, was the 
emigration of the candidates who went 
to intrigue at Rome and there dilho- 
nour their country.

This was not the only impropriety 
aboliihed by the compaét. Previous to 
it the pope had always difpofed of the 

fpolios y vacantes, that is of the fpoils of 
deceafed prelates and the revenues of 
vacant benefices. The adminiftration 
of thefe funds was confided to an office 
compofed of Italians, fo expert in this 
bufinefs that a fourth of the produce of 
the benefices of Spain difappeared under 
their rapacious management. By the 

U 3 com-



OF SPAIN.294 THE PRESENT STATE 

compact the holy fee renounced theie 
revenues under the iingle condition 
that the adminiftration of the Jpoliosy 
vacantes, ihould be granted to none but 
an ecclefiaftic. This trifling reftridtion 
does not prevent the kings of Spain from 
difpofing of them according to their plea
lure. The minifter they name employs 
a part of them in making advances to 
the new prelates who want money for 
their eftabliihment. It has been re
marked, to the praife of the dignified 
Spanilh clergy, that the repayment of 
theie advances has never been negledted ; 
and it mutt alfo be allowed, that though 
there are frill fome fanatics among the 
Spanilh prelates, they are highly worthy 
commendation for their piety, charity, 
and unimpeachable moral conduit.

Though it is ftipulated by the compact 
that the produce of the Jpoliosy vacantes, 
fhall be wholly confecrated to pious 
ufes, the king, as we have obferved, 
makes no fcrnple of employing a parp 

of
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of them in the encouragement of in- 
duftry, and even in rewards for mili
tary fervices. But this fource of bene
ficence is much lefs confiderable than 
it might be. The chapters commonly 
chofen to liquidate the property of de- 
ceafed prelates, and to adminifter the 
revenues of great vacant benefices, 
fometimes reduce them both to one- 
fourth, of their real value.

As the compadt deprived the holy 
fee of the. Jpolios y vacantes, and of 
fome other revenues, and as that fee 
feldom makes voluntary facrifices, it 
was neceflary that a fort of equivalent 
ihould be found,. On account of the 
penfions, payable from the benefices of 
Spain, and the produce of the cedulas 
bancarias, the court of Madrid engaged 
to pay it on .one part, fix hundred thou- 
fand Roman crowns, at an intereft of 
three per cent, and on the other a fum 
of three hundred and ten thoufand 
crowns upon the fame condition, as an 

U 4 indem-
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indemnification for the produce of the 
fale of bulls, and that of the annates. 
Laftly, fhe king of Spain, by the fame 
compact, engages that for the fubfift- 
ence of the nuncio at his court, an 
annual fum of fifty thoufand crown? 
ihall be paid from the revenue of the bull 
of the crufade *,  which on this occafion 
was rendered perpetual.

It is manifeft that the compadt of 
1753 has greatly diminjihed the contri
butions which Spain pays to the holy 
fee. The produce, however of marriage 
dipenfations ftill remains in the poffef- 
fion of the latter, and may be efti- 
mated at fifteen hundred thoufand livres 
(62500I.) a year.

Since that period, the court of Ma
drid has continued warmly to defend the 
rights of fovereign authority againft the

* We ihall fpeak of this when we come to treat 
of the taxes.

pre-
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pretenfions of the holy fee. It is not 
forgotten in what manner it received the 
admonition of Clement XIII. to the im 
fant of Parma. The council of Caftile 
colledted all the copies and commanded 
the fame to be done by all the letters, 
bulls and briefs which fhould be found 
contrary to the royal rights or to the 
meafures taken by government, renew
ing the ancient law which denounced 
pain of death and confiscation againft any 
notary or other perfons who fhould dare 
to notify them.

On this occafion the council of Caftile, 
of which the count d’Aranda tvas then 
preiident, collected every public adt by 
which the kings of Spain, from the time 
of Charles V. had endeavoured to prevent 
the admiffion of the bull/« Ciena Domini, 
fo far as it was prejudicial to the fove- 
reignty and jurifdidtion of the temporal 
tribunals, and commanded all arch- 
biihops and biihops of the kingdom to 

pre-
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prevent its publication and enforcement 
in tlieir feveral diocefes.

To thefe proofs of the vigilance of 
the catholic kings to maintain the inde
pendance of royal authority, I fhall add 
that Spain, like France, has the refource 
of its appeals from abufes. In the 
courfe of the laft year a Spaniih work 
appeared, written profe ifedly on this 
fubjeft, and intitled, Maximas fibre re- 
surfis de fuerza y protección. The clergy, 
and efpecially the holy office, the ancient 
and now almoft forgotten conftitutions 
of which the author had printed at 
the end of his work, endeavoured to 
prevent its publication ; but the council 
of Caftile and the minifter openly pro
teged the author, and enabled him 
to triumph over every oppofition.

It was at the fame period alfo that the 
powers and privileges of the nuncio in 
Spain were confined within narrow li
mits. In the reign of Charles V. they 

had
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had already received fome diminution. 
The council of 1528 began by eftabliih- 
ing that the auditor of the nunciature 
ihould be a Spaniard.

In 1564 the council of Caftile re
ft rained the power of the nuncio, and 
fent him back his credentials that he 
might get them altered conformable to 
the reftrieftion.

In 1640, the office of nuncio expe
rienced new viciffitudes. A regulation 
appeared which eftablifhed its form and 
proceedings, and to which was added, 
a lift of all the favours which mis;ht be 
conferred by his authority.

z

The nuncios however, frequently 
abufed the pious veneration of the Spa
niards to extend their power. They 
fometimes arrived with bulls which au- 
thorifed them to be the collectors of 
the produce of the fpoliosy vac antes, and 
to oppofe the intervention of the fccu- 

lar
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lar tribunals in the r^r/i»;^or fuerzaox 
appeals as from abufes. In 1641, a 
nuncio appeared in Spain furniihed with 
fuch a bull; but the council of CaRile, 
which, like the parliament of Paris, has 
ever zealoufly fupported royal authority, 
examined and annulled the bull»

Under the prefent reigning family, 
the nuncios have made other attempts 
in which they have failed. Sometimes, 
when abfent, they have named by 
their own authority fub-delegates to 
fupply their places. I11 1739, the 
nuncio being dangeroufly ill, appointed 
the inquifitor general to exercife his 
fundlions; Philip V. was offended at the 
nomination, annulled it, and obliged 
the fovereign pontiff to create the bifhop 
of Avila nuncio per interim.

Laftly, in 1771, the court of Madrid 
obtained from pope Clement XIV. a 
brief which gave a new form to the 
nunciature, and fubflituted to the audi

tor 

tor of the nuncio who is the only judge 
of this tribunal a rota modelled by that 
of Rome, and compofed of fix eccle- 
fiaftics named by the fovereign pontiff, 
but upon the prefentation of the king of 
Spain ; which was exclufively infuring 
thefe places to the fubjedls of the mo
narchy. This brief Rated alfo, that the 
audiences of the nuncio fhould always be 
in Spain, but that for the future they 
fhould have no jurifdidtion.

It muR befides be obferved that Spain 
has long fince adopted, with refpedt to 
the independance of the fovereign power, 
maxims very fimilar to the four famous 
articles which were fandlioned by the 
affembly of the clergy of France in 
1682, and which every fubjedt the 
moment a public employment is con
ferred upon him is obliged to fwear he 
will obferve and maintain.

There Rill exiRs in Spain, however, 
a very great abufe arifing from religion 

ill
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ill underftood ; this is the extreme riches 
of the monks and clergy. Next to' the 
ecclefiaftical principalities of Germany, 
the richeft catholic prelacies are found 
in Spain. The archbilhoprics of Toledo, 
Seville, St. Jago, Valencia, and Saragofia, 
have larger revenues than any in France. 
There are monafteries, and particularly 
fome of the Carthufians, the property of 
xvhich extends to the greateft part of the 
diftridt in which they are fituated; and 
thefe religious foundations, while they 
depopulate and impoverifh the neigh
bouring country, increafe poverty and 
idlenefs by indiscriminate charity. Of 
this Galicia in particular is an example. 
Two thirds of the province are in the 
hands of the monks and the clergy. The 
confequence is that Galicia, although 
iingularly favoured by Nature, which 
has abundantly provided it with every 
necefiary of life, is perhaps the part of 
Spain in which knowledge and induftry 
have, made the lead progrefs.
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The government, however, which 

becomes more and more enlightened, is 
endeavouring to leflen the confequences 
of fuch a fituation. In the firft place 
the wife choice of prelates prevents in 
them that difplay of offenfive luxury 
which, by irritating indigence, diminifhes 
the refpect due to religion. Their con
fiant refidence in their diocefes produces 
at leaft the advantage of making them 
expend their revenues in the country by 
which they are paid. All the prelates 
employ a great part of their income in 
alms. Several of them, particularly the 
archbiihops of Toledo and Valencia, 
confecrate a portion to the encou
ragement of induftry, and this is not 
the only manner in which the riches of 
the clergy contribute to the good of 
the ftate. It will be feen, when we 
come to treat of the taxes, that they 
pay confiderable contributions. Befides 
thefe, the court of Madrid has obtained 
from the holy fee, the power of 
charging all the great benefices with 

the
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the payment of penfions even to a third 
of their produce; and by a brief in 17834 
this power was extended to all the Am
ple benefices, which produce upwards of 
two hundred ducats, or about five hun
dred and fifty livres.

The Spaniards faw, perhaps, more 
clearly than other hates, which pretend 
to more philofophy, the abfurdity of 
having religious orders, and buffering 
the heads of them to refide out of the 
kingdom.

In confequence of this, the Carthu- 
fian monafteries in Spain were, in 1784, 
delivered from their dependance upon 
the grand Chartreufe; and when I left 
Madrid there was but two monaftic or
ders, which had their principals or ge
nerals at Rome ; and the death of thefe 
two was only waited for to detach them 
entirely from this dangerous con
nexion.

The
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The feverity with which the court of 

Madrid treated the fociety of Jefus, the 
continued vigour with which it pur
ified the Jefuits, even to their extinc
tion, in the court of Rome and the 
tranquillity of the nation, whilft thefe 
meafures were carrying into execution, 
prove that Spain crouches not io much 
as it is commonly believed beneath the 
yoke of fuperftition,. and the abfolute. 
empire of monks. It is not by groundlefs 
affertions, but by recent and inconteftible 
fadts, that we have endeavoured to com
bat the favourite prejudice of modern 
Europe, which furely can no longer 
exift, if fuch plain and convincing 
arguments are properly weighed.

In Spain there is but one religious «
inftitution which philofophy mourns to 
fee that nation fubjefted to, an infti
tution of which I am far from un
dertaking the apology, though I fliall 
refrain from all violent declamations 
againft it, as the greater part of my 
readers would learn nothing from them, 
and the remainder would be offended
Vol. I. X
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at their afperity. It is not by invec
tives that a nation can be cured of its 
prejudices, This fpecies of intolerance, 
perhaps more intradlable than that 
which is now almoft every where va- 
quiihed by reafon and humanity, only 
increafes the evil, and irritates thofe who 
unhappily labour under its influence. 
I ihall therefore more particularly re
frain from all appearance of prejudice 
whilft fpeaking of religious intolerance, 
and of one of its moil: dreadful inftitu- 
tions. It may eafily be perceived that 
I have the holy office in view, that tri
bunal to which every odious epithet has 
for folong a time been given, and which 
has ftill, in Spain, two powerful flip
porters, policy and religion.

Its defenders alledge that the autho
rity of the fovereign finds in the holy 
office a means of making itielf re- 
fpedted, fince by chaining the confciences 
of the fubjedts it provides another fe- 
carity for their obedience, and prevents, 
in religious worihip and opinion, thofe 

vari-
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Variations and incertitudes which have 
but too frequently difturbed the peace 
of fociety. They affert that religion 
gains by it the prefervation of its unity 
and purity, and attribute to the inqui- 
iition the tranquillity Spain has in this 
lefpedt conftantly enjoyed, whilft the 
other Chriftian ftates of Europe have 
been a prey to all the bitternefs of reli
gious quarrels, and the turbulent zeal 
of innovators»

The aiitagonifts of the inquifition 
maintain on the contrary, that it has 
conftantly excluded light and informa
tion from the kingdom, that it has fed 
fuperftition and fanaticifm, and kept the 
mind'in a fervile fubjedlion fit only to 
ieprefs thofe vigorous efforts of genius 
by which great works of every kind are 
produced; that while it contraéis the 
heart by fear, it prevents the fweet ef- 
fufions of confidence and friendfhip, 
deftroys the moil intimate connexions 
Vfliich conftitute their charms, and for

X 2 two
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two whole centuries has condemned Spam 
to ignorance and barbarifm.

Thefe are undoubtedly very fenous 
accufations. An account of the prefent 
ftate of this tribunal will prove how far 
they are well founded.

I ihall not here repeat what is every 
where to be found in the hiftory of the efta- 
bliihment of the holy office. It was co
temporary with our religious wars, with 
all the outrages which fanaticifm has 
produced in molt of the hates of Chris
tendom ; and under this point of view 
no nation can reproach the Spaniards.

But, fmce that period, manners are 
happily become more civilized, and i 
by the revolution the primitive conih- 
tution of the Spanilh inquifition has not 
been changed, the rigours of it have 
atleaft been foftened, and are become lets 
frequent. Auto de fis are not, the fame 
pompousfolemnities as formerly, when by 
their apparatus, under the pretence of 

ho"
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honouring religion, they infulted hu
manity ; when the whole nation ran to 
them, as to a triumph, when the fove- 
reign and all his court were prefent, be
lieving they thus performed the moil me
ritorious aft in the eyes of the Deity, 
and enjoyed the torments of the viftims 
delivered up to the executioner, and the 
malediftions of the people; when all 
the particulars of thefe barbarous re
joicings were related in books -written 
exprefsly to defcribe the part taken in 
them, and the pleafure received from 
them by the fpeftator. After the auto 
defe in 1680, a work was publiilied, 
giving' the moil: circumftantial relation 
of that terrible folemnity. The author 
feems to have taken as much pleafure 
in his narration as he could have done 
in defcribing a public feftivity. “ He 
“ is about,” he fays, ‘ to relate, with 
“ an interefting exaftnefs, all the cir- 
“ cumftances. of that triumph fa glo- 
u rious to the faith, with a lift of the 
0 nobility prefent, and a fumrr.»ry of 

X 3 “ the
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“ the fentences pafled upon the cri- 

“ minals.”

In his dedication he ftiles Charles II. 
“ the protedlor of the church ; the pil- 
“ lar of the faith ; the captain-general 
‘e of the militia of God; the Chriftiaq, 
“ Jupiter; who chaftil'es heretics, as 
“ Jupiter fortnerly did the Titans.”

The cenfors afterwards approve in 
the moil diftinguiihed manner, a work, 
which fay they, “ for the majefty of its 
“ fubjedt, ought not only to be read 
“in Spain, but by the whole world.”

The examiner furpaifes the cenfors. 
“ The author,” according to him, 
“ has anfwered the public expectation 
“in a moment when curiofity made 
“ the fpcdtacle the objedt of every wiih, 
“ and when the pious impatience of 
“ all true believers complained of de- 

lay.” He is above all eulogium, by
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having given, with a fcrupulous atten
tion, all the particulars of this wonder
ful ceremony, thereby proving, “ that 
“ in all that regards fo folemn a tri- 
“ bunal, the moil trifling circumftances 
“ are of the greateil importance.” Had 
not he fucceeded fo well, he would have 
been excufable; “ for fuch fublime and 
“ heroic adtions are not to bedefcribed 
“ by words; he was therefore per- 
“ mitted to print this work for the con- 
“ folation of pious perlons, the fatif- 
“ fadtion of the abfent, and the exam- 
“ pie of pofterity.”

In the courfe of this truly Angular 
narrative, the author frequently cele
brates the pious zeal of the monarch 
who was himfelf prefent at the cere
mony.

“ This prince,” fays he, “ having 
“ given it to be underilood, that he 
“ ihould be very glad to be prefent at 
“ the celebration of an auto-general, 
4i the council (the inquifltion) thought

X 4 “it
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“ it would be ih ewing him a mark of 
“ refpedt to afford him an opportunity 
“ to imitate the example of his auguft 
“ father Philip IV.” Madrid there
fore was made the place of exhibition 
inftead of Toledo, as at fil'd intended. 
The grand inquifitor went in confe- 
quence to kifs his majedy’s hand, 4£ af- 
“ Turing him that he would take the 
“ moft fpeedy meafures for the acGom- 
“ pliihment of a work which was fo 

agreeable to him''

The author, at the conclusion, thus
magnifies the merit which Charles II. ac«

whole ceremony, except thp lad tor
ments of the criminals.

“ It was a great confolation,’’ fays 
he, “ to the zealous, a fubjedt of con- 
“ fufion to the indifferent, and of af- 
“ toniihment for all the fpedfators, to 
“ be witneifes of a condancy worthy of 
“ being admired for ages to Gome.

From eight o’clock in the morning
ie his

“ his majefty remained in his balcony, 
“ without manifefting the lead uneafi- 
“ nefs from the heat, or the prodigious 
“ concourfe of people, or appearing 
“ wearied by fo long a ceremony. His 
“ zeal and devotion were fo fuperior to 
“ the fatigue, that he did not even 

withdraw for a quarter of an hour to 
“ tade refreshment; and at the end of 
“ the ceremony he aiked, if there were 
<e any thing elfe to be done, and if he 
° might retire.”

The Spaniards of the prefent age are 
far from that cool cruelty which Shuts 
the heart againd pity; and are at liberty 
to cbmpaifionate the unhappy vidlims 
which fuffer the feverities of the holy 
office.

Thefe have, however, been very rare 
in the prefent century, in which there 
has not been one general auto de fe 
Similar to that of 1680.

In
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In 1714, fome monks, whofe monai- 
tery (of Corella in Arragon) was in the 
neighbourhood of a convent of nuns, 
were convicted of having abufed the 
afcendancy they had gained over their 
minds, by making them guilty of dis
orders which they concealed under the 
veil of religion, This double crime of 
facrilege and feduftion would anywhere 
elfe have been puniihed in an exem
plary manner, by temporal tribunals. 
It excited the animadverfion of the holy 
office, which condemned to death thofe 
who were moil culpable, and, accord
ing to cuftom, delivered them over to 
the fecular power.

Eleven years after, the inquifition ex- 
ercifed another aft of feverity, which I 
will not undertake equally to juftify. 
A family of Moors was difcovered at 
Granada, peaceably employed in the 
manufacture of fillcs, in which they ex
celled. The ancient laws, fuppofed to 
have become obfolete, were for this 
time renewed with all their rigour, 

and 
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and the unhappy Moors were burnt 
alive.

In 1756, feven perfons from among 
the lower clafs of people were taken from 
the prifons of Madrid to hear their fen- 
tences pronounced, according to cuftom, 
in the church of the Dominican nuns of 
that capital. One of them, a fchoolmaf- 
ter,.who had been falfely accufed, was ac
quitted. The three falfe witneffes who 
had depofed againft him, one of whom 
was his wife, were baniihed for eight 
years, and condemned to receive two 
hundred laihes, which were never in- 
flifted. Another really received the 
laihes, and was the only perfon then 
corporally puniihed, becaufe, as the 
fentence declared he was heretic, apoftate, 
inclined to Judaifn, -was unfettled in his 
faith, and attached to every feat. The 
only crime of one of the feven, who 
was from Toloufe, confifted the name 
of Free-Mafon ; his fentence was perpe
tual baniihmcnt, and confifcation of 
his property. Unhappily for him and 

the
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the judges of the holy office, he had no 
property. Were the free-mafons every 
where treated with the fame feverity, 
their innocent and peaceable fociety 
might in its turn become a dangerous 
fedt. The experience of eighteen cen
turies has fufficiently taught the Chrif- 
tian world that the moil efficacious 
mode of propagating and inflaming the 
Zeal of fedtaries, is to perfecute them.

In 1763, a particular auto de fewas 
celebrated at Ilerena, when fome here
tics were delivered to the flames. The 
obfcurity of thefe victims prevented their 
puniihment from becoming generally 
public ; and the univerfal terror which 
the name alone of the inquifition in- 
fpired, feemed to be lefs prevalent. The 
king, the year before, had reftrained 
the powers of this tribunal. The grand 
inquifitor having, againft the exprefs 
will of his majefty, publiihed a bull 
which profcribed a French book, was 
exiled to a convent thirteen leagues from 
Madrid. Wbilft in exile he endeavoured 

to 
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to excufe himfelf by alledging the im
memorial ufage, which gave to the holy 
office the excluiive right of prohibiting 
dangerous books. At the end of a few 
weeks he obtained his pardon; but the 
king, after having taken the advice of 
his minifters and the council of Caftile, 
in January 1762, iflued an ordinance, 
which eftabliihed a new regulation re
lative to the admiffion of bulls, and 
flated:

That for the future the grand inqui
fitor ihould not be allowed to publiih 
edi&s, except when they were fent to 
him from his majefty.

That when he ihould receive briefs, 
by which books were to be prohibited, 
he Ihould conform to the laws of the 
country, and publiih the prohibition, not 
fupporting himfelf by the brief, but by 
his own authority.

That none of thefe edifts ihould be 
publiihed without firft being feen and 
approved by the king.

Finally,* 7
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Finally, That the holy office ihoiild? 
before it condemned a book$ fummon 
the author before the tribunal, to hear 
what he might have to fay in his de
fence.

This little triumph Of reafon and 
fovereign authority was indeed but 
ihort. The year following, the in
fluence of the king’s confeffor pro
duced a revocation of the edidt; but 
the count de Aranda, in whom vigour of 
charadter excludes not that addrefs which 
feems to be moil frequently the conco- 
«mitant of weak minds, having gained 
over a mixed council, compofed of ma- 
giftratcs and biihops, and which had 
been eftablifhed upon the occafion of 
the expulfion of the Jefuits, revived the 
order of 1762. This was not the only 
effort of that wife minifter, to circum*  
fcribe the po\ver of the holy office ; he 
had long meditated the depriving it of 
the right to feize the property of the 
criminals it condemned; a dreadful 
power, againft which it is allowable 

boldly 
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boldly to declaim, even in Spain, be- 
caufe to manifeft indignation at the avi
dity that dares to conceal itfelf under the 
facred veil of religion, and which directs 
and iharpens the fword of juftice, is at 
once to ferve the caufe of God and man; 
befides, that in all places where reafon 
and charity can be heard, the accufed 
ought to be fpared the anticipated fuf- 
fering of feeing their heirs in their judges. 
The count de Aranda was again upon 
the point of triumphing over this odi
ous pradtice; but it was objedted, that 
it furniihed a part of the falaries of the 
officers of the tribunal; and that to 
fupply the failure of this property, it 
would be neceflary to create a fund of 
upwards of fix hundred thoufand livres 
(25000I.) This confideration fufpended 
the revocation which was ready to be 
pronounced. It is thus that in all go
vernments the beft intentions arc coun- 
teradted by circumftances, and that 
abufes are perpetuated, becaufe they are 
connedted with fomething which either 
means or courage are wanting to attack.

The
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The count fucceeded better in ano» 
ther attempt. Being prefident of the 
council of Caftile, which, as well by its 
functions as inclinations, has always 
been the zealous defender of the rights 
of fovereignty, and gaining over, by the 
afcendency given him by his character 
and talents, fome powerful prelates, 
whofe fecret diilike to a tribunal, en
riched by epifcopal fpoils, he took every 
means to increafe, he obtained in 1770 
a royal mandate which confined the ju- 
rifdiftion of the inquifition to the cog
nizance of the crimes of hereby and 
apoftacy, and forbade it to imprifon the 
fubjefts of his majefty, unlefs thefe 
crimes were clearly proved.

This was greatly to contraft its limits, 
and to reduce it to the only objeft which 
perhaps might have been the motive of 
its inftitution in an age when the inno- ' 
vators in matter of doftrine, infulted by 
their turbulent zeal both religon and mo
rality; and though the edift gave offence 
to a few weak and fanatical people, it was 

cele- 
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Celebrated and even magnified in foreign 
countries. The moment was fuppofed 
to be at hand when the hydra, which 
philofophy had long before condemned, 
was to be deftroyed.

The refignation of the count de Aranda, 
Which happened foon after, did not pre
vent fimilar meal tires from being puf- 
fiued, becaufe diftinguifhed and enlight
ened perfons were if ill at. the head of 
adminiftration, who, notwith (landing 
their zeal for religion, had imbibed 
the fame principles. Security was re- 
eftabliihed in the minds of men with
out banifhingthe refpeft due to religion 
and its miniiters. This was infured by 
the goodnefs and moderation of the 
monarch, and the tolerating maxims of 
thofe in whom he principally confided. 
The time of rigour and cruelty feemed 
to be paffed, and the holy office appear
ed to fl umber, when in 1777 it fuddcnly 
(hook off its fupinenefs at the expence 
of an illuftrious viftim, and terror and 
falfe zeal were again rouied through all
Vol. I. Y Spain, 
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Spain, and throughout the reft of Eu
rope the indignation of every rational 
friend to the bleffings of a wife tolera
tion again excited.

Don Pablo Olavide, born in Peru, 
had been raifed by his diftinguilhed abi
lities to one of the firft employments in 
the ftate, that of intendant of the four 
kingdoms of Andalufia and affiftant of 
Seville. His fage meafures in this im
portant poft had excited admiration and 
gratitude, but envy was at the fame 
time more aèdi ve than either of thefe 
fentiments ; when new opportunities 
prefented to fignalize his zeal. The 
king had conceived a projedt worthy of 
his beneficence, which was to clear and 
people that part of Sierra Morena which 
is crofted by the road from Madrid to 
Cadiz, a diftriéì formerly inhabited and 
cultivated, but lately overgrown with 
wood, and become a retreat for robbers 
and wild beafts. M. Olavide was ap
pointed to carry this plan into effedt, and 
acquitted himfelf of his commiffion in 

the
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the inoft diftinguilhed manner; he how
ever could not avoid the ordinary rock of 
all great enterprifes. He made himfelf ene
mies ; and drew upon him the hatred of 
father Romuald, a German capuchin, 
who had brought into the Sierra Morena, 
a patent from the general of his order, 
by which he was declared prefect of all 
new miffions, and from which he wiih- 
ed to arrogate to himfelf an unlimited 
authority in every thing which could be 
made to have the leaft connexion with 
religion. He met with oppofition from 
the grand vicar, to whom the biihop of 
the diocefe had delegated his powers in 
the Sierra Morena. He was ftill more 
oppofed by M. Olavide, who otherwise 
gave- him a good reception,- and re
ceived him into his intimacy. The dis
appointed ambition of the monk be
came furious. Some indifereet expref- 
fions from M. Olavide in an unguarded 
moment, becaufe he was without fuff 
picion, fupplied him with an oppor
tunity to gratify his revenge, which 
perhaps he difguifed, even to himfelf, 

Y 2 under 
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under the name of zeal for religion. He 
fomented the difcontents of fome of the 
fettlers who were his own countrymen, 
and made ufe of them to difcredit the 
new eftabliihment and its principal con
ductor. The memoirs he prefented to 
the council of Caftile, were full of the 
moil ferious charges againftM. Olavide. 
The council caufed them to be examined 
by an impartial judge, and traced them 
back to their corrupted fource.

M. Olavide, however, who far from 
fufpicion, ftill continued his operations 
with zeal, was fuddenly ordered to 
court in the month of November, 1775, 
there to confer concerning different ob
jects relative to his miffion.

Whilft he refided at Madrid, in the 
moil perfeCt fecurity, he difcovered by 
accident the treacherous confpiracy which ' 
was labouring to effect his deftruCtion. 
He learned from intercepted letters, 
that father Romuald had planned his 
ruin to enrich himfelf with his fpoils, 

and 
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and that he was not without a hope that 
the court itfelf would favour his detefta- 
ble plot. The contents of thefe letters 
were communicated to the monarch, 
who ordered them to be examined by 
one of his tribunals.

But thefe were not the only weapon? 
employed by the vindictive and am
bitious monk. M. Olavide was inform
ed by fome friends whom he ftill had in 
the Sierra Morena, that the preceding 
year father Romuald had accufed him 
to the minifter of foreign affairs, of 
being wanting in refpeCt to divine wor
ship and ecclefiaftical difcipline, in the 
new colonies, and of having in his pof- 
feffion prohibited books : and alfo that 
he had but a ihort time before accufed 
him to the holy office.

However alarming this information 
might be, M. Olavide confided in the 
reCiitude of his own confidence. He 
ftill remained at Madrid, and folicited 
the minifters to convey to the foot of

Y 3 the
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the throne the proofs of his innocence, 
or at leaft to plead his long fervices, and 
the important offices he had held, which 
feemed to recommend him to the indul
gence of the monarch. He went feveral 
times to the grand inquifitor with offers 
to prove his fubmiffion to the holy 
office ; he protefted the purity of his 
faith and offered to retradt the expref- 
fions which might have efcaped him to 
the prejudice of religion. His offers 
and proteftations were coldly received. 
He thence concluded that legal but fe- 
cret meafures were taking for his juftifi- 
cation; and the myfterious filence of 
the holy office appeared to. him no bad 
omen.

During his ffay of almoft a year at 
Madrid, he was particularly circumfpedt 
in his whole conduit, hoping thus to 
avert the ftorm which however fo.on 
after broke over his head.

The 14th of November, 1776, a gran
dee of Spain in quality of Alguafil Mayor 

of 
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of the inquifition, accompanied by fome 
officers ofjuitice,arreitedhiminhishoufe, 
and conveyed him to the prifon of the 
holy office. From that moment he was 
loft to his wife, children, relations, and 
friends. Until the day his fentence was 
pronounced they were ignorant of the 
part of the world he was in, whether he 
were dead or alive, and had given over 
all hopes of ever feeing him more.

At the fame time his wife, who was 
at Carolina, where ihe had remained 
during the abfence of her huiband, faw 
the officers of the inquifition arrive and 
feize all his property, books, and 
papers; whilft another detachment did 
the .fame at his houfe in Seville.

Thefe proceedings produced different 
fenfations in the minds of different men. 
The rivals of M. Olavide, the enemies 
which envy and ambition had excited 
againft him and fome devotees, conftant 
in their zeal for the caufeof religion, con-

Y 4 fidered
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fidered ft as a triumph. Several of hi? 
more rigid countrymen thought it a 
juft chaftifement for the imprudencies 
attributed to him ; for in fait, faid they, 
he might have had other judges, and 
not have efcaped unpuniihed. Confter- 
nation was however the moft general 
fentiment. Each began to tremble for 
himfelf, fearing leaft he fhould find in 
his moft intimate connexions both fpies 
and accufers. How might it afterwards 
bepoffible to enjoy the fweet communica
tions of confidence and friendihip ? 
What man was prudent enough and 
fufficiently fure of himfelf to concert 
all his actions, weigh his expreiiions, 
and never to furniih matter of accufa- 
tion for afecret enemy, a corrupted fer- 
yant, a friend, or even a fon led aftray 
by his fcruples ? The holy office is per
haps more juft thanfevere ; but its pro
ceeding is dreadful. How can an accufed 
perfOn difculpate himfelf when he neither 
knows his crime nor accufers ? And 
how is it poffible to avert the thunder
bolt which is prepared in filence and in 

the 
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the obfcurity of its inacceffible laby
rinth ?

Such were the.reafonings dictated by 
terror during the imprifonment of M. 
Olavide. After paffing from a profound 
calm to the agitations of a tempeft, dan
gers will ever appear greater, The moft 
intrepid minds are fhaken by unexpected 
itrokes ; the apparent fupinenefs of the 
inquifition, had re-eftabliihed fecurity, 
but its fudden revival terrified every one. 
The firft impreffion was befides rendered 
more lafting by other circumftances. 
The monks thought the time of regain
ing their loft power was arrived. Scarce
ly was M. Olavidé arretted before it was 
known that a miffion of capuchins at Se
ville had abandoned themfelves to the 
excefs of their zeal, and loudly exclaimed 
againft the profane theatres to which he 
had given encouragement in that city. At 
the fame time the inquifitions of the pro
vinces partook of the triumph of that 
capital, and made an eflay of their re
turning power. The inquifition of Ca

diz 
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diz renewed a ceremony which had been 
negledted for half a century, and which 
is annually repeated at Madrid, that of 
folemnly reading all the decrees of the 
holy office, the bulls upon which its 
power is founded, and all the anathe
mas fulminated againft herefy and irre- 
ligion. This ceremony was accompanied 
with every thing that could ftrike awe into 
the multitude. An edicSt was publiihed 
which enjoined all the faithful of above 
ten years of age to be prefent at it, 
under pain of excommunication. It 
feemed as if the holy office wiihed to 
make a mockery of the alarm of the 
public.

The profecution however of M. Olar 
vide was carried on with the utmoft le- 
crefy. His fate was decided after a rh 
gorous imprifonment of a year and feven 
days,- during which he had not the 
confolation of having even one of his 
fervants fuftered to approach him.
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On the 2ift of November, 1778, an 
affembly was held in the hall of the in- 
quifition, to which forty perfons of dif- 
ferent orders were invited, among whom 
were feveral grandees of Spain, general 
officers, priefts, and monks.

The fitting lafted three hours and a 
half. The criminal appeared cloathed in 
yellow, carrying in his hand a green 
taper, and accompanied by two mini- 
iters of the holy office. All the proceed
ings were read. The moft interefting 
part was the circumftantial relation he 
himfelf had given in of his whole life. 
In this he confeffed that in his travels 
he had frequented the fociety of atheifts, 
namely, Voltaire and Rouifeau, with 
whom he had difeufied queftions con-? 

' cerning religion, though without fuf- 
fering himfelf to be feduced by their 
arguments; that notwithftanding, he 
had returned to Spain with many preju
dices againft the clergy, and perfuaded 
that the privileges and opinions of the 
church of Rome were repugnant to
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the profperity of ftates; that fince he 
had been placed over the colonies of the 
Sierra Morena, he had openly and with
out reflection, avowed his opinion con
cerning the obftacles which retarded 
their progrefs, the infallibility of the 
pope, and the tribunal of the inquifi- 
tion; but that none of his expreflions 
had the meaning attributed to them by 
thofe who heard him. .

*
Afterward were produced the depo- 

fitions of feventy-eight witnefles, who 
accufed him of having frequently fpoken 
the language of deifts, uttered blafphe- 
iriy, and ridiculed the priefls. To feve- 
ral of thefe charges he pleaded guilty, 
and denied others, aflerting that in all 
thefe cafes his words had never exprefled- 
his true fentiments ; that his objeCt had 
fometimes only been to animate the in- 
duftry of the fettlers confided to his 
care, among whom the exterior practices 
of religion were frequently nothing more 
than pretexts for idlenefs; and that 
when he declaimed againft the ill con- 

fcquences
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Sequences of celibacy his view had 
merely been to encourage population, 
fo neceflary to the profperity of his 
country.

This defence appeared neither refpeCt- 
ful nor fatisfaCtory. It was alledged 
againft him as a crime that he had ufed 
every means of eluding the juftice of 
the holy office, had intercepted letters 
to engage the witnefles brought againft 
him to retraCl; and thefe circumftances 
were all proved by writings under his 
own hand.

In ihort, the tribunal adjudged him 
attainted and convicted of every charge 
made againft him; and in confequence 
pronounced his fentence, which declared 
him heretic in form. He interrupted 
the reading by denying that he deferved 
fo harih an appellation. This was, du« 
ring the final and terrible fitting, the 
iaft effort of his firmnefs. He fainted 
on the bench on which he fat, and as 
foon as he recovered himfelf, the read

ing
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ing of the fentence was continued. It 
confiscated all his property, declared 
him incapable of holding any employ
ment, exiled him to twenty leagues from 
Madrid, from every place of royal refi- 
dence, from Seville, the theatre of his 
fallen authority, and from Lima his 
country ; it condemned him to be ihut 
up eight years in a monaftery, where he 
was to perufe fuch works of piety as 
Should be put into his hands, to do pe
nance, and to’ go to confeffion once a 
month. He afterwards made his Solemn 
abjuration, and with all the ceremony 
prefcribed by the canons was abSolved 
from the cenfures he had incurred.

All who were prefent declare that he 
Shewed the moft unequivocal marks of 
refignation and repentance, and that 
it was impoffible to refufe him their 
compafiion.

It has been afferted that the perfonal 
clemency of the monarch, and (who 
will believe it) that of the grand inquifi- 

tor, 
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tor, mitigated the rigour of his fentence ; 
that Some of his judges were of opinion 
he ought to Suffer death, and Several of 
them that a public puniihment Should 
be inflited upon him ; it is even Said, 
that one of thefe rigorous Sentences was 
Supported by a perSon near the mo
narch, whoSe fanatical zeal for the 
caufe of God, made him believe the 
Scandal ought to be repaired by a pub
lic example. It was however difficult to 
learn the reft of the Secret particulars 
of this affair. Curiofity and indiscre
tion were reftrained by fear. A con
jeture, an expreffion, might be misinter
preted and imbitter the life of the au
thor. The greateft Security Seemed to 
be in Silence. People were in a Situation 
Something like that described by Taci
tus in the life of Agricola : Ademptoper 
inquifitiones et loquendi audiendi^ue com- 
mercio.

It mu ft however be obferved in fa
vour of the Spaniih government, that 
this crifis did not continue long. The 

mind
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mind became more eafy by reflecting up» 
on the benevolence and equity of the fi> 
vereign, and the wifdom of his mini- 
iters, particularly of one who at that 
time was called near his perfon. Even 
the peculiar circumftances of the victim 
who had juft been facrificed contributed 
to difiipate public terror. His talents and 
fuccefs had excited envy before he had 
drawn upon himfelf the animadvetfiori 
of the holy office; and the people, be
come more calm, hoped to make their 
obfcurity a-rampart againft the rigours of 
the tribunal. What followed proved 
that they were but momentary, and 
that milder principles reigned in the 
privy council of the king.

It is true the fentence of M. Olavide 
was begun to be carried into execution. 
He was confined in a convent of la Man
cha. But foon afterwards, complaining 
of the ill ftate of his health, he obtained 
permiffion to go and drink the mineral 
waters in the neighbourhood ; finding 
but little benefit from them, liberty was
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given him to go to others in Catalonia, 
which he hoped would prove more effi
cacious. Had his fentence been intend
ed to be executed in all the feverity 
with which it had been. pronounced, 
means would not have been wanting: to o 
have hindered him from taking: advan- 
tage of the proximity of the frontiers. 
He eafily deceived the vigilance of his 
keepers, and bidding a final adieu to his 
country, which ftill was dear to him, 
efcaped to France where he was pre
ceded by his reputation, and received as a 
martyr to intolerance. He has taken the 
title of count de Pilos and leads an agree
able life, feeking in the fociety of men 
of letters, the converfation of the friends 
he has acquired, and the moderate en
joyment of the pleafures of the capital, 
confolation for his lofs of power and pa
tronage ; and what is ftill more diffi
cult to him, for that baniihment which 
for ever feparates him from his fellow
citizens. The court of Spain, it is faid, 
has reclaimed him, but that of France, 
without pretending that the latter king- 

Vol. I. Z doin 
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dom may with impunity become the afy- 
lum of thofe who are profcribed by a na
tion in alliance with it, has amicably re- 
prefented to the cabinet of Madrid, that 
the crimes of M. Olavide were not of a 
nature like to thofe of which poliihed 
ilates had mutually agreed to give up 
the perpetrators. It is added, that the 
court , of Madrid, whofe feverity is far 
from being implacable, and which it is 
imagined had yielded only to the impulfe 
of a perfecuting fentiment not its own, 
has forborne to infill farther on its 
demand.

Since this event the inquifition has 
in one cafe j'uilified the apprehenfions 
it had excited. Toleration, or which 
is the fame thing, humanity, ihuddered 
at the torments inflidled upon a poor wo
man, who, having been convicted of for- 
cery and witchcraft, was burned at Se
ville, in 1780, in confequence of the fen- 
tence of that tribunal.

Ex-
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Except in thefc inftances its autho
rity has been exercifed only at long in
tervals upon fome individuals, who, 
having ufed irreligious expreffions, were; 
pardoned upon retradlation, after having 
been enjoined a trifling penance.

I was at Madrid in 1784, when a 
circumftance happened which proves 
that this tribunal, notwithilanding the 
terror its forms have ever infpired, is 
fometimes lefs fevere than many fecular 
courts of juftice.

A beggar who generally took his Hand 
at the door of a church, had employed 
his leifure in inventing and felling a 
fpecies of powder to which he attributed 
miraculous effedls. It was compofed of 
ingredients the particulars of which 
would make the reader bluih. The beg
gar had drawn up fome Angular formu
laries to be repeated at the time of taking 
the powder; and required, to give it its 
effedt, that thofe who took it ihould 
put themfelves into certain poftures 

Z 2 more
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more eafily imagined than defcribed, 
His compofition was one of thofe amorous 
philtres in which our ignorant anceftors 
had fo much faith ; his, he pretended, 
had the power of reftoring a difgufted 
lover, and of foftening the heart of a cruel 
fair one. Whatever flatters our paflions 
has fome claim to our 'credulity. The 
impoftor wanted not for cuftomers in 
that clafs over which the marvellous has 
fo much empire; and a few accidental 
fuccefles gave reputation to his noftrum. 
He affociated himfelf with fome com
mon women who diftributed it. His 
powders, however, as it will eafily be 
believed, were often employed without 
effedt. Moil of the perfons whom he 
deceived, lefs irritated than aihamed, 
kept profound filence ; but at length 
others made complaints which were foon 
carried to the holy office. The beggar 
was arretted and led with his accom
plices to theinquifltion, where they were 
profecuted in form. The impudent 
empiric avowed every thing; he ex
plained the compofition of his powder 

, i and
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and gave up his receipt and formularies. 
The refult was one of the moil Angular 
proceedings which ever came before a 
tribunal. The day of vengeance ar
rived. The judges, criminals, and a 
crowd of fpedlators of both fexes af- 
fembled in the church of the domini- 
can nuns at Madrid. Divine fervice was 
begun, but afterwards interrupted to 
read the ftrange proceedings. The 
temple of the molt high was not fup- 
pofed to be profaned by a recital of the 
obfcenities contained in the fummary. 
Such were the laws of the holy office, 
and thefe were not difpenfed with in 
favour of fome women of quality, who 
hid their confufion behind their fans. 
Even the nuns, lefs attached to their 
fcruples than to the privileges of their 
church, loft no part of the ceremony, 
and their modeft ears were infulted with 
the ftiameful relation. The fentence 
was pronounced and executed after mafs 
was over,

Z3 The
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The beggar was declared attainted and 
convidted of forcery, profanation and 
impofture, and condemned to perpetual 
imprifonment after having been whip
ped in the principal quarters of the 
city. Two women, his accomplices, 
were treated with more indulgence.

The three criminals foon left the 
church ; they were mounted upon affes, 
and each clothed in a fambenito covered 
with painted devils and other fymbolical 
figures. They wore on their heads the 
fatal pyramidical bonnet called coroza^ 
which refembles, perhaps, too much the 
pontifical mitre of our prelates. The 
man was naked down to his waift, and 
expofed to the eyes of the public a plump- 
nefs which could be attributed to no
thing but the fale of his powders. The 
proceffion was headed by the marquefs of 
Cogolludo, the eldeft fon of the duke 
of Medina Celi, who in quality of Al- 
guafil Mayor prefided at the ceremony. 
He was followed by feveral grandees of 

Spain
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Spain, affociates of the holy office, and 
other officers of the tribunal. The 
windows were filled, and the flreets 
thronged with curious fpedlators. The 
triumphant entry of a hero, returning 
to his country after having faved it, could 
not have been more pompous than the 
ceremony of which a vile criminal was 
the objedt; and this fpedlacle, by which 
curiofity was fo much excited, unlike to 
others of the fame kind, offered nothing 
which might wound fenfibility. Never 
was a fentence fo well deferved executed 
with greater mildnefs. The criminal 
(topped from time to time, and fcarcely 
did the executioner touch his fhoulders 
with the whip, when fome charitable 
hand prefented him with a glafs of Spa- 
piih wine to enable him to finilh his 
career. It were to be wifned that the 
holy office had never exercifed greater 
feverity.

In fadt, this tribunal is at prefect far 
from being fo dreadful as in other coun
tries it is generally believed. Its forms
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are, however, terrifying even to thoie 
who are perfuaded of its equity. Pro- 
fecutions are carried on with the greateil 
fecrecy ; the advocate granted to crimi
nals to make their defence, cannot fpeak 
to or fee them but in the prefence of 
the inquifitors. But the molt odious 
proceeding of all is, that when the de? 
pofitions received againft any perfon ac- 
cufed are communicated to him, the 
names of the accufers are carefully con
cealed *.  It is to be regretted, that a 
country in which the laws are daily im
proved, and where every department of

* The inftitufions according to which the holy 
office regulates its proceedings are of the year 1561. 
Thefe were become very fcarce, but have been re
printed among the proofs and illuftrations of a 
book which appeared in 1785, under the title of 
Maximas fobre recurfos de fuerza. We imagine the 
reader will not be difpleafed at finding a translation 
of them at the end of this work. The perufal of 
them may perhaps reftify fome of his ideas of the 
holy office, by informing him of all the precau
tions they prefcribe, that the accufed may not be 
condemned but upon the fulleft conviftion.

govern-
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government becomes more and more 
enlightened, ihould ftill continue in one 
of its tribunals a mode of proceeding, 
the inconveniencies of which have been 
perceived by every modern fyftem of ju- 
lifprudence, and which befides is not 
eflential to the end of its inftitution. 
When the holy office ihall publicly pro- 
fecute criminals, and name and confront 
their accufers, when it ihall allow them 
every means of proving their innocence, 
will its laws be lefs obferved ? or will 
the facred interefts committed to its care 
be lefs attended to ? The apologifts 
for its prefent conftitution will undoubt
edly object, that the certainty accufers 
have of the fecrecy of their depofitions 
encourages others to give farther infor
mation, which without fuch a precau
tion might never be obtained; that 
moil informers would be reftrained by 
a falfe ihame, the fear of expofmg 
themfelves to the indignation of the 
public and the refentment of the ac
cufed, or by fome other motives. But 
would its zeal for the caufe of God make 

it
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it apprehend a diminution of the num
ber of its juftifiers ? I will not do it 
fo much injury as to believe this. Purity 
of faith and refpect for true religion 
ought certainly to be vigilantly main
tained ; and an enemy to either merits 
to be puniihed. But can we imagine 
that gratitude to benefaXors, filial af
fection, domeftic fidelity, and the cha
ritable indulgence we owe to our fellow
creatures are lefs eftimable virtues in 
the fight of the Supreme Being ? And 
would his caufe be betrayed, if lefs 
praife-worthy motives fhould prevent 
fome accufations. Befides, have not 
other tribunals different means of dif- 
covering the guilty ? Are not thofe which 
are charged with the profecution of of
fenders fufficient to take cognizance of 
offences, and legally to infliX puniihment 
on thofe whofe crimes materially affeX 
the intereft of religion and fociety ? And 
do criminals of this defcription oiten 
efcape the hands of juftice? With re- 
fpeX to fuch as would remain undis
covered, without the evidence of wit- 
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neffes whofe indignation their actions 
might have excited, what can religion 
gain by their difcovery ? Their public 
puniihment only makes a whole nation 
acquainted with the fcandal which 
otherwife might have been confined to 
a few individuals. May not thofe whofe 
crimes have, if I may ufe the exprefiion, 
none but God for witnefs, be with
out any ill confequence left to his 
vengeance, certainly much more juft 
and lefs eafy to elude than that of 
men ?.

In whatever light thefe refleXions may 
be confidered, I repeat that, the forms of 
procedure excepted, the inquifition may 
at prefent be efteemed as a model of 
equity and mildnefs. It takes every pof- 
fible means of verifying the depositions 
it receives.

Let it not be faid that the refentment 
of a fecret enemy is fufficient to pro
voke its rigours. It condemns not upon 
the evidence of one ^ccufer, nor with

out
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out difcuffing the proofs of the accufa- 
tions. Serious and repeated crimes are 
neceffary to incur its cenfures; which, 
with a little circumfpeftion in words 
and conduit relative to religion, < are 
eafily to be efcaped, and men may live 
as little mole fled in Spain as in any 
other country in Europe. The indifcrete 
zeal of fome of the commiffaries of the 
inquifition, difturbs, indeed, in fome 
places, the quiet of the inhabitants, by 
entering their houfes to confifcate pic
tures efteemed too licentious, or prohi
bited books'; but this zeal is moftly re- 
preifed, either by the court or the grand 
inquifitor, who, in the prefent reign$ 
has always been a learned and prudent 
prelate.

I was informed at Cadiz, that fome 
French merchants, having received a 
confignment of leather from one of our 
manufactories, were much alarmed at 
feeing the officers of the inquifition 
enter their houfes. Thefe defired to fee 
the leather newly arrived, and having*  

obferved
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obferved that it bore the image of the 
holy virgin, which was the mark of 
the manufacture, exclaimed againit the 
profanation. They remarked that the 
leather being intended to make ihoes, 
the image of the Mother of Chrift ran 
the hazard of being trodden under foot, 
and therefore confifcated it. The affair 
was referred to the fupreme tribunal at 
Madrid. The merchants, much alarm
ed, had recourfe to the court, by means 
of their ambaffador. The court and the 
tribunal received the complaint in the 
manner it merited. The officers of the 
inquifition were enjoined not to moleft 
ftrangers under fuch triflng pretexts, 
and the merchants recovered their lea
ther without farther trouble.

On other occafions, ffill more recent, 
the minifter and the grand inquifitor 
himfelf, have protected the inhabi
tants againft the cavils of the fubal- 
terns of the holy office. In a city of An- 
dalufia they attempted to give diffurb- 
ance to a French houfe, becaufe they

were -■
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were Proteftants; and when it was ob- 
ferved to them that the Engliih and other 
northern nations were tolerated in Spain, 
notwithiianding they were heretics, they 
anlwered, that the Catholic religion was 
the only one in France. The caufe, 
however, of this perfecuted houfe. was 
no fooner brought before the court than 
it was gained.

In fine, though we ihould admit that 
bigotry is more prevalent in the pro
vinces than in the capital, no great in
conveniències can ever arife from it; 
becaufe the fentences of the provincial 
tribunals have no force until they have 
obtained-the fanCtion of that of Madrid, 
which, on that account, bears the name 
of Suprema. Befides, the court fcruti- 
nizes more ftriCtly than ever the pro- 
ceedings of the holy office, and certainly 
not with an intention of increafmg its 
feverity.

It was enaCted, in 1784, that when 
the office ihould have finilhed the pro- 

fecution 
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fecution of any grandee of Spain, any 
of his majefty’s minifters, any officers 
in the army, member of a tribunal, or 
any perfon in place, the whole proceed
ings ihould be laid before the king to 
be revifed and examined. By this law 
the principal perfons in the kingdom 
have obtained an additional fecurity 
againft the arbitrary rigours of the 
holy office. It is to be regretted, that 
it was calculated to defend thofe who 
cannot want protection rather than, 
thofe whofe obfcurity frequently renders 
their complaints ineffectual, and who 
confequently are expofed to be unjuitly 
treated with more impunity. But the 
people are almoft every where oppreffed, 
or forgotten, by the laws, becaufe they 
have no part in framing them.

The holy office to this day receives a 
certain tax from each veffel that arrives 
in any of the ports of Spain, in confe- 
quence of the examination it is autho
rized to make, in order to fee that the 
veffel contains nothing that may be 

offen-
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offenfive to religion. The fearch has 
for a long time been neglected, but the 
duty is ft ill paid to the office. Were 
this the only complaint againft the in- 
quifition, we fhould eafily be reconciled 
to it.

I ihall conclude what I have to fay, 
concerning this tribunal, with a very 
iincere wiih, unaccompanied by any 
fentiment of afperity, that the kings 
of Spain may believe themfelves- fuffi- 
ciently allured of the obedience of their*  
fubjects, the vigilance of their temporal 
courts of judicature, and the pious 
zeal of Spanilh prelates, to be con
vinced the holy office is entirely unne- 
ceffary.

Before I quit the fubject, I ihall take 
notice of a political body, which many 
ftrangers confound with the inquifition, 
but which has no other relation with it 
than their common epithet.

This

O F S P A I N.X

This is the holy hermandad, much 
fpoken of in Spanilh novels; it is no 
more than a confraternity, in different 
parts of the kingdom of Caftile, whofe 
only object is to watch over the fafety 
of the country by purfuing and appre
hending thofe who difturb the public 
peace. It is fubordinate to the council 
of Caftile, from which it receives its re
gulations. One of the ftriéteft is that 
which prevents its jurifdiótion from ex
tending to cities. The principal detach
ments from it are at Toledo, Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Talavera.

In following the plan I had laid down 
for myfelf, I have begun with the inte
rior adminiftration of Spain, and the 
council of Caftile, which naturally leads 
to the adminiftration of juftice, to le- 
giilation, and by thefe to the tribunal 
of the holy office. I Ihall next take a 
view of the different councils of the 
monarchy : which will enable the reader 
to form a proper idea of the conftitution 
of the kingdom.

Vol. I. A a The
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The council of finances, like the 
council of Caftile, is divided into feveral 
chambers:

The Sala, or chamber de Govierno. 
charged with the adminiilration of fi
nances.

The chamber de JuJtlcia, which judges 
proceffes, and has cognizance of every 
thing relating to the farmers of the re
venue, contractors and fmugglers. It 
is alfo the tribunal for thofe whofe 
caufes are referred to the council of 
finance.

The Sala de Millones, for every thing 
that relates to taxes and impofts.

The Sala de la Unica contribución, of 
which I ihall fpeak more fully here
after, the bufmefs of which is to com
pile a univerfal regiiter of Spain.

Laftly, the Contaduría Mayor, or cham
ber of accounts, which examines the 
accounts of the treafurers of the army 
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and navy, all leafes and contraéis be
tween the king and his fubje&s, and the 
accounts of fiate creditors ; but its de- 
cifions mull receive the fanétion of the 
juftice chamber of the council of finance.

This muit not be confounded with 
the Contaduría de Valores, a particular 
office, the funélions of which are to 
keep an account of all the rents in the 
kingdom, and the favours and privileges 
granted by the king to cities and com 
munities.

The royal treafure is kept by two 
general treafurers, members of the coun
cil of finances, who are alternately in 
office for a year, under the infpeftion 
of the council; three general directors 
of rents who attend to their receipts, 
and have under them the collectors, 
and commiffioners of duties, and their 
numerous fifcal agents.

In 1714, Philip V. fubilituted the im
mediate receipt initead of the farm for

A a 2 all



SS5 THE PRESENT STATE 

all interior as well as cuftom-houfe re- ] 
venues. But at the end of two years, 
the old method was again adopted ; the 
council of finances left the colledtion of 
duties upon merchandize to commif- 
fioners, but again farmed out the inte
rior taxes. This form exifted until 1742. 
The people fuffered by it with the im
patience excited by evils, which pro
ceed not immediately from the power to 
which they are obliged to be fubjedf. 
The farmers were oppreffive in order to 
extort from them exact accounts of 
their property, and tax it accordingly.

Reprefentations were made to Philip 
the Fifth, which Hated all the irregu
larities in the collection. The repre- 
fentation of 1734, may be found in the 
Econonica politica de Zabala; and in the 
inftitute of Don Martin de Loynaz, 1747. 
It is neceffary to read thefe to be con
vinced, that wherever there are men 
there are abufes alfo, and to be lefs 
fenfible of thofe to which we are wit- 
neifes or vidtims.

Cam-
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Campillo, however, who had pafled 

through all the offices of adminiftration, 
and who poiTeffed firmnefs and exten- 
five knowledge, had frequently afked 
the Spanilh farmers-general what they 
gained by their farms: according to their 
own accounts, they were conftantly 
Infers. Campillo, determined to learn 
the truth, fuddenly put fix of the 
twenty-two provinces, of which Caftile 
is compofed, into commiflion. The 
marquis de la Enfenada extended this 
meafure to fourteen others, in 1747, 
and fince that time all the finances of 
Spain, with a few exceptions, have been 
managed by eommiffioners.

Two years afterwards Ferdinand VI. 
adopted a projedt which had often been 
agitated in Spain, that of reducing rall 
the impofts to one, or at lead of con
verting into one contribution thofe 
which form what are called provincial 
rents, and produce about thirty-four or 
thirty-five millions of livres (or about a 
million and a half fterling). In 1749, 

A a 3 an
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an order appeared, which eftabliihed 
a particular commiflion for this purpofe, 
and provided that all refearches, decla
rations and verifications ihould be made 
at the king’s expence. The commiflion 
took the name of Sala de la Unica Con- 
tribucion. It employs thirty thoufand 
perfons, and its annual expence is up
wards of three millions of livres(i25oool) 
It muft be allowed, not always to make 
companions to our difad vantage, that 
the reveries of our oeconomifts upon a 
Angle impoft have not been fo ex- 
penfive.

Until the operations of this chamber, 
of which the public has no great opinion, 
ihall have anfwered the purpofe for 
which fo much care and money have 
been applied, the defe&ive form of the 
chamber of finances will remain; the 
people fuffer by it, and good citizens 
loudly complain ; but the fovereigns of 
the prefent family, although at different 
times aflifted by able minifters, have 
not yet been able to find a remedy.

The

359
The finances of Spain are divided 

into two claffes, which compofe almoft 
all the revenues of the king : General 
dents and Provincial dents.

The firft arife from duties paid at the 
frontiers upon merchandize entering or 
going out of the kingdom. The duties 
are different with refpedt to name and 
rate in different provinces. . In thofe 
where the Moors longeft refided, they 
have preferved the Arabian name Al- 
mojarifazgo, firfl: given to a cuftom-houfe 
duty that has been fucceflively increafed, 
and upon which the Spaniards have 
{peculated more or lefs advantageoufly 
with commercial nations. It is ftill 
known by the fame name in the Canary 
iflands, where it produces to the king 
fix per cent, upon all merchandize.

In moil of the other provinces it has 
been increafed by degrees to fifteen per 
cent, upon every article of importation 
of exportation.

A a 4 In
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In Catalonia, the duties of exporta
tion and importation, received by the 
king, are not four per cent, ad valorem.

Although the frontier of Navarre, on 
the fide of France, be free, q, duty is 
neverthelefs paid there of five per cent, 
upon every commodity which has patted 
it to enter, and three and a half for what
ever is to go beyond it.

There is another fpecies of duty upon 
the frontiers of Portugal, which are 
called Puertos fecos, dry ports. Accord
ing to a tarif made out in 1668, a duty 
of twelve and three-fourths per cent, is 
there required upon all kinds of mer
chandize.

Hence it already appears, that the fi
nances of France are not the only ones 
which are complicated, different in dif
ferent places, full of exceptions, and ex- 
pofed to the caprice of thofe who colleéb 
the imppfts. What I have mentioned

* 
IS 
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is but a flight iketch of the complication 
pf thofe of Spain.

Befides thefe general laws which ex
tend to the greateft part of merchandize, 
there are feveral articles, fuch as cacao, 
chocolate, fugar and paper, which pay 
particular duties.

The whole produce of the general 
rents when they were farmed did not 
amount to fix millions and a half of livres 
(about 2700001.) A few years after they 
were put into committion they produced 
ten millions (above 4000001.) and have 
fince increafed. In 1776, they produced 
about thirteen millions (580000), and 
fomething more than eleven (4500001.) 
in 1777.

There are fome other duties which 
may be included in the general rents, 
although differently colledted, and their 
produce enters not the fame cheft; 
fuch are

The
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The duties of the office of health, firit 
eftabliihed at Cadiz, and fince extended 
to the other fea ports of the king
dom.

The duties of the grand admiral, which 
were appropriated to the treafury by 
Ferdinand V. in 1748.

Two other duties, one under the name 
of Lanzas, the other of Medias Annatas. 
Demi annates or half firit fruits. The 
firft is an annual contribution paid by 
all the grandees of Spain, and every ci
tizen honoured with a title of Caftile. 
For thefe it was fixed at nine hundred 
livres (37I. ios.) The duty of Medias 
Annatas is paid at each defcent of the 
dignity of grandee or title of Caftile, 
and may be eftimated at five thoufand 
five hundred livres (230I.) once paid. 
It is alio levied upon all employments 
on entering upon which oaths are taken, 
and confifts in half the falary of one 
year. I know not the exact amount of 
thefe two duties united. The rent of 

‘wools, 
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wools, which is the duty paid upon their 
going out of the kingdom in proportion 
to their quality and the nature of the 
diftricl in which they are produced ; and 
which fince the year j 558, when it was 
firft levied, has been at various times aug^> 
merited, The farmers did not give three 
millions of livres for it ; but at prefent 
jt produces almoft fix.

The produce from the fale of fait, 
which is exclufively fold for the king’s 
account, in the provinces of the crown 
of Arragon, as well as in thofe of Caftile 
at twenty-two rials a fanegue, taken . 
at the falt-pits, about five fols and a 
half (2yd.) a meafure, which weighs 
from fixty to eighty pounds, makes a fe- 
parate article in the finances of Spain. 
The price of fait is uniform throughout 
thè kingdom, fome drawback however 
is granted in the fea-ports in favour of 
falting provifions. The dry falt-pits, 
and thofe of Andalufia, are not fufficient 
for the national confumption, on which 
account great quantities of fait are 

brought
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brought from Portugal. This is diftri- 
buted to the people every fix months, 
and the firft quantity is not paid for until 
the delivery of the fecond. Seizures and 
executions are rare in Spain with refpeit 
to fait; and the unpitying avidity of the 
treafury does not there oppofe the defign 
of nature which has given to the inha
bitants of the earth this article of firft 
neceflity in abundance, and intended not 
that they ihould find in it one of the 
fources of oppreflion under which they 
groan. For thefe reafons, the reve
nue from fait is not confiderable; it 
fcarcely exceeds four millions, which is 
not the tenth part of what it produces 
in France, notwith(landing the popula
tion of this kingdom is not more than 
double that of Spain.

There is (till a greater difference be
tween the profits arifing to thefe two 
kingdoms from the exclufive fale of 
tobacco for the account of the foVereign. 
According to the calculations of Mr. 
Necker, they amount in France to one 

hundred 
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hundred and twenty-fix millions of livres 
(5250000I.) In Spain they fcarcely 
produce twenty millions, (8300001.) 
yet in the article of fmoaking tobacco, 
the confumption muft be more confider
able there than in France. All this 
tobacco is furnilhed by the Portuguefe, 
who procure it from Brafil, and the 
Spaniards prefer it to every other. By 
virtue of the laft leafe from the court of 
Spain, the Portuguefe give it at lefs than 
ten fols (five pence) a pound, and the 
king fells it at fix livres (five (hillings). 
At the expiration of the leafe, if the 
Americans offer it at a lower price, it 
is laid they may have the preference.

All the tobacco made into fnuff which 
is legally confumed in Spain, comes 
from the Iiland of Cuba. The king 
pays rather dearer for it than for that 
from Brafil, and fells it at fix livres a 
pound alfo. However, all is not clear 
profit to the treafury, the falaries of 
perfons employed, the expence of fnuff

( manu-
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manufactories, &c. which amount to 
forty fols a pound, muft be deducted*

It will eafily be imagined that all to
bacco not fold on the king’s account, 
is feverely prohibited ; but it will fcarcely 
be imagined that the prohibitory law, 
the publication of which is from time to 
time repeated, makes the punifhment for 
felling it, in certain cafes, death. The 
law is as feldom executed as all others 
which are too fevere, and where there is 
frequent temptation to violate them. 
Great quantities of tobacco are fmuggled 
into Spain: and the fellers of it, by taking 
a guinea a pound for the rifks they run 
to gratify the inclination which men 
always have for whatever is forbidden 
them, are confiderable gainers by its pro
hibition.

There is befides a. particular tribunal 
which, under the name of Junta del tobaco, 
determines all the caufes relative to the 
duty upon that article, and enforces the 

law 

law which prohibits the rafted (rape) 
tobacco, the name by which that not 
manufactured in Spain is known. 
This is reduced to a very fine powder 
and afterwards mixed with a fpecies of 
fine earth of a reddiih hue which gives 
it its colour and oilinefs.

When I left Madrid, it was in agita
tion to permit the Spaniards the ufe of 
rafped tobacco. It was calculated that 
the treafury would be a gainer by this 
meafure, and that it would be a con
fiderable faving to the fnuff-takers, now 
expofed to the impofitions of fmugglers. 
I know not what became of the project. 
Spain would have no need of recurring 
to other nations to carry it into execu
tion. She is perhaps the richeft of any 
in the article of tobacco, as well as in 
feveral other refpeCts. The cultivation 
of this plant has perfectly fucceeded in 
moil of her colonies, as in Mexico, upon 
the coaft of Caracas, and more efpecially 
in Louifiana and Trinidad, two colonies 
of which the tobacco will perhaps one 

day
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day be preferred to that of every other 
country. The cultivation of it in Mexi
co was not begun before the year 1765. 
In 1778, the l'ale of it on the king’s ace
count in that colony alone produced four 
millions of piaftres, about twenty mil
lions of livres (above 800000I.) In 
1784. it produced upwards of fix mil
lions of piaftres; whence, however, 
muft be deduéted the expences of culti
vation and thofe of colleéting the duty. 
But the miniftër of the Indies, whofe 
vigilance and activity, fuccefsfully at
tacks all abufes, experts the moft fa
vourable effects from the reforms of this 
kind which he has undertaken. He 
alfo propofes to fupply Mexico with the 
tobacco of Louifiana, which is better 
and lefs dear, and to extend to the reft 
of Spaniih America, this fource of re
venues to the royal treafury, which du
ring fo long a time has received nothing 
from thefe extenfive colonies.

There are alfo other articles in ejlanco, 
that is, exclufively fold for the king’s 

account.
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account. Thefe are, brandy*,  lead, 
gunpowder, cards, Spaniih wax and 
(lamped paper. I omit other little local 
duties, the particulars of which would 
carry me beyond the limits I have pre- 
fcribed myfelf in this work.

But the moft reprehenfible part of the 
taxes of Spain is the fecond of the claffes, 
into which we at firft divided them, the 
provincial rents: a fpecies of import which 
chiefly falling upon the confumption of 
the moft neceffary articles, burdens 
the people, and is one of thegreateft 
obftacles toinduftry.

Government is indeed convinced of 
the impropriety ; but it proceeds from

* Brandy and ottyer fpirituous liquors are not 
properly in ejianco. The fale of them has been 
free throughout the kingdom fince 1746; but the 
following year the council propofed to eftablifh a 
magazine for the king’s account, and moft peo
ple prefer purchafing there becaufe the liquors are 
better and cheaper.

Vol. I. Bb circum-
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circumftances which it would beneceffary 
to change at the fame time that it was 
removed; the continual urgency of 
ftate neceffities, has never permitted go
vernment to rifk the fafety of its re
venues by experiments which might 
create confufion, or be of doubtful fuc- 
cefs. To produce fuch revolutions, fa
vourable conjunctures would be necef- 
fary, and a fovereign and minifters who 
fhould not be alarmed at the clamours 
ever excited by innovations, and who, 
after having chofen from different fyf-

• terns that belt adapted to the happinefs 
of the people, and the leaft offenfive to 
received prejudices, fhould have fuffi- 
cient refolution and conftancy to intro
duce it ilowly, without violent efforts; 
and finally, who not too eager to enjoy 
the fruits of their labour, would not fa- 
crifice to the vain pleafure of producing 
a great revolution, the advantage of 
effecting one both durable and folid« 
But this union of circumftances cannot 

but 
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but be very rare in Spain as well as in 
other countries.

In the mean time the fubjeCts of the 
Spaniih monarchy are expofed to a moil 
deftruCtive i fyftem of taxation. The 
provincial rents are, Firft, the produce 
of a duty upon wine, oil, meat, vinegar, 
candles, &c. The firft time this was 
levied was in the year 1590. Philip IL 
overwhelmed by the weight of the 
ruinous enterprifes to which he was 
impelled by his ambition, propofed it to 
the Cortes, who confented upon con
ditions, moil of which have been vio
lated. This grant, which has fince 
been renewed every fix years, has had 
different augmentations, called the fer- 
vices of the Millones, becaufe it was for a 
certain number of millions of ducats that 
they were made. This import is collected 
in two modes, either immediately by 
the commirtioners of finance, or by way 
of fubfcription; encabezamientos.

B b 2 The
I
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The fecond method has only the ad

vantage of diminilhing the number of 
perfons employed by the treafury ; but 
it is in reality more opprefiive to the 
people. The diftribution of the fum for 
which many cities, boroughs, and com
munities have fubfcribed is arbitrarily 
made by the magiftracy of each, who 
eftabiiih a public magazine or warehoufe 
(abajlo) where individuals are obliged to 
purchafe by retail the articles fubjedt to 
the duty. The lower claffes of people 
who cannot, like perfons in eafy circum- 
ftances, lay in a ftock, feel all the weight 
of this odious policy. Their houfesare 
fearched to fee that they confume no
thing but what they purchafe from the 
abafto; hence arife oppreffive profecu- 
tions, which fometimes double to thofe 
leaft able to' afford it their proportion 
of the fum the city or community to 
which they belong has fubfcribed ; fo 
true it is, that the powerful are every 
where favoured at the expence of the 

weak,
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weak, whil'ft the ftate gains nothing by 
the pppreffion of the latter.

Secondly. The provincial rents alfo 
confift of the alcabale, a duty paid upon 
the fale of all moveables and immove
ables.

This was firft granted by the Cortes, 
in 1342. It was then but a twentieth of 
the thing fold. In 1349, it was increased 
to a tenth, and rendered perpetual. In 
the fixteenth century it received four 
additions, each an hundredth, part; 
whence they received the name of Cientos.

Thefe two duties united, and col
lected together under the common de
nominations of alcabaley cientos, ought 
therefore, ftridlly fpeaking, to amount to 
fourteen per cent, but they vary in 
different cities and provinces according 
to the privileges granted by the fovereigc, 
which in fome places have entirely fu- 
perfeded them; and they ar- no where 
levied to their utmoft extent, which

B b 3 how-
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however does not prevent their being 
burthenfome to commerce and induftry.

Thirdly. The tercias reales are an
other import jointly colle&ed with the 
provincial rents ; they are the two- 
ninths which the court of Rome, in 
1274, permitted the kings of Spain to 
receive upon all the tenths of their 
kingdom. They are received in kind 
from the produce of the earth, and af
terwards fold for the king’s account. 
This import fcarcely produces fifteen 
hundred thoufand livres, (62500I.) and 
would be fufceptible of a confiderable 
augmentation, did not government, in 
collecting it, truft to the unfaithful 
ftatements of the ecclefiaftical offices,

Fourthly. The ordinary and extraor
dinary ferule e, and its fifteenth in the thou- 
fand, is a fpecies of tax paid by the ig
noble only, who in Spain are known by 
the denomination of ejlado general. It is 
collected with the alcabale y cientos, ac
cording to an afieffinent made by the 

tribu-
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tribunals, in proportion to the known 
property of each of the contributors.

Fifthly. There is an import up
on the fale of fouda and barilla, with 
fome other particular taxes, which can
not be enumerated in this general ac
count.

Laftly. The duties of entry into 
Madrid form another fource of revenue 
for the king ; they are at prefent farmed 
out to the community of Gremios, atfeven 
millions and a half of reals. All the 
interior contributions of the provinces 
of the crown of Caftile produce about 
thirty-four or thirty-five millions of 
livres Tournois (or fomewhat above one 
million four hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling). The provinces of the crown 
of Arragon have another form of taxa
tion, and have no provincial rents, 
fuch as thole of which we have 
fpoken,

B b 4 They
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They are happily exempt from the, 

alcabalp, the place of which is there 
fupplied by equivalent duties ; they pay 
one general contribution, which each 
city, borough, and community afleifes 
proportionately on its inhabitants. As 
fome of thefe provinces were the laft to 
acknowledge the authority of Philip V*  
that monarch, topunifh their obftinacy, 
deprived them of a part of their pri
vileges, and eftabliihed a form of taxa
tion different from that of the crown of 
Caftile. But his intention was evaded ; 
and, in faft, they are better treated in 
this refpedt than the reft o.f the king
dom.

Catalonia, which more than any other 
province, had provoked the monarch’s, 
refentment, was fubjeéted to a regifter 
in which all the lands were underva
lued and faxed at eight per cent, upon 
the rents arifing from them ; but they 
fcarcely pay more than one per cent, 
upon the real amount. To this regifter

OF SPAIN.
was added, a tax upon induftry, which 
not being arbitrarily affefted, is not bur- 
thenfome, and this double taxation is 
not prejudicial either to agriculture or 
induftry in Catalonia.

The provinces of the crown of Arra- 
gon are befides fubjgdt, like thofe of Calk 
tile, to the impoft called tercias reales, 
and obliged to take, at a fixed price, the 
articles fait, tobacco, lead, tec. which are 
fold fo.r the king’s account.

They are alfo equally fubjech to the 
bull of the crufade. The primitive ob- 
ject of this bull wras to grant indulgen
cies to thofe Spaniards who ihould con
tribute, either by perfonal fervice or fub- 
fcription, to fupport the war againft the 
infidels. The produce of the bull is 
ftill employed in the fame manner, fince 
the Spaniih monarchs who receive it are 
obliged to apply it to the fupport of their 
fortrefies and garrifons upon the coaft 
of Africa. Until the reign of Ferdinand 
VI. this grant of the court of Rome 

was
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was to be renewed every five years; a 
fubjeftion of the inconvenience of 
which Philip V. was fufficiently fenfi- 
ble, on three different occafions, when 
his quarrels with the holy fee pre
vented him from obtaining a renewal 
of the bull. It was not until the com
pact of 1753, that it was made per
petual : fince that time it has become 
a conftant fource of revenue to the 
treafury; and if Spain, influenced by 
motives of policy and humanity, ihould 
become reconciled to every infidel na
tion, as (lie has been under the pre
fent reign to the Ottoman Port, the 
emperor of Morocco, and more re
cently to the regency of Algiers, this 
tax, though incapable of being ap
plied to the purpofe for which it was 
originally eftabliihed, would not the 
lefs continue to be levied.

The price of the bull is fixed at 
twenty-one quartos, about fourteen or 
fifteen fols (yd. or 74d.) No Catholic 
in Spain can difpenfe with buying it 

with-
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without having his orthodoxy fnfpe&ed. 
Provided with this bull, befides the in
dulgences annexed to it, he has the li
berty of eating meat with the confent of 
his phyfician and confeffor, as alfo to 
eat eggs and milk, on fait days, and 
during Lent.

This fpecies of voluntary taxation is 
received by a magiftrate who. bears thé 
title of CommiJJary-general of the Cruxada ; 
it produces to the king fomething more 
than four millions and a half of livres 
(1875001.).

The clergy are not exempt from it, 
nor is this the only tax they pay.

In the firlt place, they are in part 
fubjeét to that of millones', but to this it 
is neceffary the pope ihould confent 
every fix years by a brief. As there are 
many places where feparate accounts are 
not kept for ecclefiaftics, they pay the 
whole tax in common with the laity; 
but the confumption which each çccle- 

fiaftiç
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fiaftic makes in wine, oil and other ar
ticles fubjedt to the millones, is carefully 
eftimated and always in their favour. In 
this manner a calculation is made of what 
they ought to pay of the tax, and they 
are reimburfed whatever they have paid 
above this eftimation.

But as, in moil cafes, fadt always 
differs a little from right, the clergy pay 
next to nothing of the millones, in the . 
fmaller diftridls where they eafily ac- • 
quire a pre-eminence, and the weight 
of the tax naturally falls upon the body 
pf the people.

There is another impoft called Sub- 
Jidio, to which ecclefiaftics are alfo 
fubjedt.

But the gteateil contribution levied 
upon them is the ejcufado, which is alfo 
denominated cafa dezmera, tentbed houfe*  
becaufe it conflits in the right granted 
by the holy fee to the kings of Spain,, 
to appropriate to themfelves the moil 

advan-
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advantageous tenth of each pariih, as 
well of the crown of Caftile as that of 
Arragon.

This contribution, were it exadtly le
vied and colledted, would bring a very 
confiderable fum to the Spaniih treafury, 
but it has been made an objedt of fpecu- 
lation and fubfcription, which has con- 
fiderably diminiihed its produce. Under 
the reign of Ferdinand VI. a refolution 
was taken to difcover what it really 
would produce, and for this purpofe it 
was for fome years managed by commif- 
fioners. But before fufficient informa
tion was obtained, the marquis of Squi- 
lace, coming to the adminiftration of 
finances almoil at the fame time that 
Charles III. afcended the throne, was too 
much in haite to farm it. The Junto 
charged with the plan of one only im
poil, had proved in a memoir prefented 
in 1756, that for the crown of Caftile 
it might be ftated at four millions of 
livres Tournois ; neverth clefs the mini- 
fter of finances farmed out, at three mil

lions
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lions, the whole of the efcufado, to the 
corporation of merchants at Madrid, 
commonly called the Gremios ; and fince 
then a part of the clergy have obtained a 
power of managing it on their own ac*  
count, with which privilege they were 
allowed an abatement of one-third.

Notwithftanding thefe reftriétions, if 
we obferve that the tercias reales are 
Brill an impoft, and at the fame time re- 
colleft, that the kings of Spain have 
the power of granting penfions upon 
all benefices, even to a third of their 
produce, we ihall find there is little 
foundation for the aiTertion, that the 
Spaniih clergy do not contribute to the 
expences of government.

It may be imagined, that Spaniih Ame
rica is one great fource of revenue to the 
royal treafury, but hitherto its produce 
has been but trifling.

For a long time the expences of the 
adminiftration of thefe immenfe colo

nies 

nies were not defrayed by the revenues 
they produced ; and it is only fmce the 
adminiftration of M. de Galvez that 
Mexico has yielded a furplus by the efta- 
blilhment of the farm of tobacco.

■ ; ■

All the duties and contributions, of 
which I have given a fummary account, 
produced in 1776, no more than one 
hundred and ten millions of livres (up
wards of four millions and a half fter- 
ling) and not even that fum the follow
ing years; and it is faid, the national 
expence conftantly exceeds the receipt. 
The minifter is endeavouring to find the 
moil fure and leaft burthenfome means 
of fupplying the deficiency, and of cre
ating a finking fund for the debts of 
Spain.

For although the debt of this king
dom be not fo great as thofe of France 
or England, it yet amounts to a very 
confiderable fum.

♦ .•
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In the firft place, the Sovereigns of 
the Bourbon family inherited from thofe 
of the houfe of Auftria, the debts called 
Juros, which, however, bear but a mo
derate intereft. This, is a charge to the 
ftate of about five millions of livres 
(2080001.) the payment of which is 
made from different branches of the 
revenue.

Philip V. left, as we have obServed j 
debts to the amount of forty-five mil
lions of piaftres, or upwards of a hundred 
and fixty millions of livres Tournois 
(above fix million and a half fterling).

At his death, Ferdinand VI. his fon 
and fucceifor, an equitable and a pious 
prince, terrified at fo enormous a bur
den, and hefitating between the fear of 
making the flate Support it, and the 
fcruple of depriving the creditors of their 
right, aifembled a junto, compo'fed of 
bilhops, minifters and'lawyers, and pro- 
pofed to them the following queftionj 
Is a king obliged to difcharge the debts of his 
firedecefor 2 Will it be believed, that it 

was
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was decided in the negative, under the 
pretence that the flate was a patrimony 
of which the fovereign had but the tem
porary ufe, and that he was anfwerable for 
no engagements but his own ? This deci- 
fion, equally contrary to reafon, juftice 
and policy, quieted the confcience of the 
monarch, and legalized in his eyes that 
which was a real bankruptcy. The pay
ments of the debts of Spain were entirely 
fufpended.

Ferdinand VI. carried his inconfide- 
rate ceconomy ftill further. His deter
mination had given a mortal blow to 
the credit of the nation. Wholly em
ployed in making favings, he buffered 
every branch of adminiftration to lan- 
guiih; the army, fortreifes and colo
nies were negle&ed. When Charles III. 
afcended the throne in 1759, he found 
in the royal coffers upwards of a hun
dred and fixty-five millions of livres 
tournois. The new fovereign, more de
licate in his fcruples than his prede- 
ceffor, thought it incumbent on him to 
repair the fatal omiifion ofFerdinand VI.

Vol. I. C c in
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In 1761, he paid fix per cent, of the ca
pital due from Philip V. but beginning 
with his own fubjedls, who were cre
ditors, he put off foreigners until all the 
Spaniih debts ihould be difcharged. This 
was treating his fubjecls as a good fa
ther of a family would his children; 
but it was> perhaps, at the fame time 
deftroying all the fources of foreign cre
dit in future. In modern times, when 
war cofts more money than men, when 
great enterprizes frequently require pro
digious fums, what ftate can fupply its 
own wants ? Spain continued for five 
years to pay fix per cent, in diminution 
of her capital debt.

In 1767, the dividend was reduced to 
four per cent. The following year fif
teen millions of livres were diftributed 
among the home creditors; and in 1769? 
the expences of the ftate were fo in- 
creafed as to neceffitate a fufpenfion of 
further dividends ; an interruption 
■which gave the finifhing ftroke to the 
credit of government. Whilft I was in 
Spain, people were glad to fell their 

claims
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claims at a lofs of eighty per cent. How
ever, there are fome opportunities of 
difpofing of them to greater advantage. 
Foreigners or fubjedts, treating with go
vernment upon any enterprize it meaned 
to favour, have paifed a certain portion 
of them at par. They are, moreover, 
received in payment of the medias an. 
natas> but, except in thefe particular 
cafes, the claims upon Philip V. are ap 
moil of no value ; they bear no filtered, 
and the entire liquidation of them, if 
ever it ihould take place, can only be 
confidered as very diftant. This is a 
truth, of which thofe of my country
men who have or may have any con
cern with them, cannot be too much 
convinced. During my abode in Spain, 
I had fufficient proof of this by feveral 
unfuccefsful attempts, and was witnefs to 
the unfavourable ifTue of thofe made by 
others. A circumftance related to me 
by perfons worthy of credit will be fuf
ficient to prove what I have aiferted. 
One of the valets de chambre of Louis 
XV. was a holder of one of thefe fecu.

fi c 2 rities,
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pities, and imagined he might profit by 
the favour fhewn him by the king to 
obtain an exception. Louis XV. wrote 
with his own hands to Charles III. re- 
quefting he would grant it; but the 
Spaniih monarch anfwered the king his 
coufin, whom he had always profefled 
to love with particular tendernefs, that 
he was obliged to refufe his requeft, 
leaft he ihould give an example which 
might produce too many fimilar de
mands and importunities.

It is not that the Spaniih government 
does not perceive the moral and political 
inconvenience of thus depriving the pof- 
feffors of thefe claims of their right, 
or that it totally rejects the idea of one 
day fatisfying their demands. But the 
neceffities of the ftate, confiderably in- 
creafed by the enormous expences of the 
late war, have not hitherto permitted 
it to adopt proper meafures. In 1783» 
government endeavoured with this view 
to open a loan of a hundred and eighty 
millions of reals, or about five million3
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of livres (about two hundred thoufand 
pounds'). One of the conditions of 
which loan was; that the claims upon 
Philip V. ihould be received to the 
amount of a third of the fubfcription. 
This, however, did not raife the value 
of the claims fo much as was expe&ed ; 
the credit of hates refembles the human 
body, an inftant may deftroy either, but 
much time is required to give them 
ftrength and maturity. The loan which 
was fuppofed to be offered upon advan
tageous terms, tempted but very few 
perfons to fubfcribe. At the beginning 
of the year 1785, it had fcarcely pro
duced three millions of livres; and it was 
foon afterwards clofed. Foreigners who 
Would have been glad to make advantage 
of their claims, were deterred by the 
confideration that they muft riik a ca
pital double the fum of that they wilhed 
to recover. The loan, in fadt, recalled 
to their memory the lofs they had al
ready fuftained. Few were willing to 
expofe themfelv.es to the fame hazard 
again, notwithftanding the difference of

C c 3 times,

themfelv.es
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times, and the reafons which might now 
be adduced for their better fecurity.

The Spaniih nation itfelf is, in gene-« 
ral, fufpicious, and does not refemble 
thofe which the fpirit of flock-jobbing 
keeps in a continual fermentation. It 
prefers a moderate gain to the hazardous 
fpeculations fo eagerly adopted in fome 
other countries ; and is more than any 
other nation attached to its ancient ha
bits and cuftoms. For a long time paft, 
far from being tempted by foreign fpe
culations, it had confined its confidence 
to the company of merchants at Ma
drid, known by the name of Gremios, 
of which we have already had occafion 
to fpeak. The treafure of the Gre
mios is a kind of public bank, in which 
individuals may place their money at 
the moderate interefl of two and a half 
and three per cent,

The foundation of the confidence it 
infpires, is the conftant fupport which 
government has given the Gremjos, and 

the 
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the regularity with which they have 
always paid the interefl of the capital 
in their hands; and although they may 
have hazarded fpeculations beyond their 
ability, and government is continually 
in advance to them, nothing hitherto 
has ihaken their credit. They hold, as 
we have obferved, the farm of the en
tering duties at Madrid, and that of the 
ejcujadoi they are concerned in the 
principal manufactories in the kingdom, 
and formerly had the victualling the 
army by commiflion. The government, 
which has frequently had recourfe to 
them in cafes of neceffity, has long con- 
fidered their bank as the chief pillar of 
the ftate.

Ad minift ration, however, has lately 
perceived that it could do without them. 
Neceffity even made this a law.

At the beginning of the late war, the 
ftate, already fatigued by the efforts it 
had made in the expedition to South 
America, no longer having at hand the 

C c 4 extra-
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extraordinary refources required for the 
maintenance of its forces by fea and land 
in both the hemifpheres ; and deprived 
of the periodical treafures brought from 
Spaniih America, to enliven the com
merce and induftry of Europe, which it 
was unwilling to expofe to be feized by 
the Englilh privateers that already in- 
fefted all the feas, thought it neceffary 
to make ufe of a refource, until then 
unthought of in Spain, to fupport the 
expenfive war it was about to undertake. 
Government made application to fome 
French merchants eftabliihed at Madrid, 
negotiated by their means a Ioan of nine 
millions of fingle piaftres (about thirty- 
four millions of livres), and iffued paper 
to the amount of the fame fum.

This was divided into fixteen thou- 
fand five hundred bills of fix hundred 
piaftres each, at an intereft of four per 
cent. Thofe who with imaginary infalli
bility decide peremptorily on the opera
tions of government, blamed thecourtof 
Madrid, becaufe it had not taken the me

thod, 
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thod, fimple in their opinion, of fup- 
porting the value of its paper, by efta- 
blifhing a bank, to which the holders 
of the bills iliould have gone and dis
counted them at par. They did not 
confider that for this a .depofit of money 
was neceffary, and that the creation of 
paper was a proof government had 
none; that the eftabliihing of a dis
counting bank would have been ufelefs 
had the paper been approved: that it 
would have been ¡hutting up at a lofs, 
funds of which the neceffities of the 
ftate required the immediate employ
ment ; that if, on the contrary, the bills 
infpired no confidence, the difcounting 
bank would have inftantly been ex- 
haufted, and that by thus letting flip 
through one hand what the other had 
received, the whole operation would 
have been illufive.

/

The court was blamed, perhaps with 
more apparent reafon, for having ne
gotiated the loan upon difadvantageous 
terms, which betraying its embarraff- 

ment
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ment could not butdiminiih public con- 
fidence. In fact, the bankers who by 
their credit realized the loan, aiked ten 
per cent, commiffion, and obtained it. 
But in inch négociations the lender cal-! 
culates his rifks, and the borrower his 
neceflities ; hence arifes the law which 
one impofes and the other receives ; and 
high demands on one fide and facility 
of compliance on the other are equally 
excufable.

However this may be, as foon as the 
négociation, of the motives and fecurities 
of which the public were really or feign- 
edly ignorant, was made known, the 
alarm became general as well in Spain 
as in foreign nations. All exclaimed 
againft a meafure which, faid they, th© 
moil extreme diftrefs could fcarcely ex- 
cufe ; a meafure fometimes taken to. dif- 
charge prefling debts, but never to con- 
tradl new ones. Foreign hankers, who 
had advanced their money, faid they 
were taken by furprize, and intimated 
deception ; as if the Spanifh govern?

ment,
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ment,whofe probity and wifdom is equally 
undeniable, could have conceived the 
raih and fooliih project of re-imburfing 
them in paper, or the ridiculous hope 
of giving this paper a value out of 
Spain. It loft not a moment in remov
ing their fears, and proving to them 
by real reimburfements, how little foun
dation there had been for alarm.

Neverthelefs the bills circulated in 
Spain. At firft the temptation of a 
greater intereft than that commonly paid 
for ordinary fubferiptions was not fuffi- 
cient to give them credit. The law 
which obliged them to be taken in pay
ment in all dealings as ready money, ad
mitted them on the other hand into’all 
the royal treafuries at their real value : 
but law has no power over opinion. The 
bills were a long time received with re
pugnance. Every perfon took as few of 
them as poffible, and was careful not to 
mifs the firft opportunity of palling them 
again. In feveral places ignorance, and 
in fome malignity, contributed to dis

credit
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credit them. Sometimes they were 
pafied at a lofs of twenty per cent. This 
critical fixation of government was a 
new triumph for the gremtos. The cre
dit they enjoyed was increafed by the 
diffidence with which the bills were re
ceived. Their bank feemed an afylum 
to which people reforted to lodge in fe- 
curity the money they thought ex- 
pofed to danger in the hands of govern
ment. The Spanith miniftry braved the 
ftorm with that ferenity which a mea- 
fure innocent in itfelf, but oppofed by 
circumftances, infpires ; and as ftate ne- 
ceflities increafed with the progrefs of 
the war, new bills to the amount of five 
millions of piaftres were iffued ’in the 
month of February, 1781 ; in ihort, the 
following year others were iffued to the 
amount of fourteen millions feven hun
dred and ninety-nine thoufand nine hun
dred piaftres. The adminiftration was 
therefore burthened with a debt of nearly 
a hundred and eight millions of livres, 
(four millions and a half fterling) with
out reckoning other lefs oftcnfible obli

gation^,
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gâtions, which might make the whole 
debt about two hundred millions, (eight 
millions and one third fterling.)

»
At the time the firft bills were iffued, 

the king of Spain engaged to withdraw 
a part of them annually from circula
tion. But monarchs, who are the moft 
rigid observers of their promifes, are 
fometimes obliged to facrifice them to a 
law ftill more imperious, that of ftate 
neceflity. Befides a matter of greater ur
gency required the paternal attention of 
the Spanifh Sovereign. At the begin
ning of the war, he had been obliged to 
overburthen his people by an augmenta
tion of a tax on fome of the principal 
neceffaries of life, and which could not 
but fall ftill more immediately upon the 
lower ranks. At the return of peace, 
one of his firft cares was to alleviate this 
burthen. But five years are paft, and the 
promifed re-imburfement is not yet be
gun, though in the month of June, 1785, 
Spain withdrew bills to the amount of a 
million two hundred thoufand piaftres ; 

leaving
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laving a debt of about a hundred and 
three millions of livres, which at four 
per cent, intereft makes a diminution of 
almoft four millions in her revenues.

A few weeks afterwards other paper 
was iflued ; but this muft not be con
founded with that which the war had 
made necefiary. The laft bills had no 
other object than the continuation of 
the canal of Arragon, of which I have 
fpoken at the beginning of this worta 
They were circulated in Spain to the 
amount of twelve millions of livres (five 
hundred thoufand pounds) bearing the 
fame intereft as the royal bills. A part 
of this fpecies of loan was to ferve to re- 
imburfe that of fix millions of florins 
which the undertakers of the canal had 
made in Holland at three and a half 
per cent. A mortgage was given upon 
the profits of the canal which fucceeds 
too well to leave the lenders the leaft 
uneafmefs about their fubfcriptions;

nor
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nor can it be confidered as a charge to 
the ftate.

With refpeX to the real paper money, 
its liability has at length been fufficiently 
evinced. The clamours it excited have 
ceafed. Rational perfons, reftored to 
the calm which was difturbed by public 
outcry, perceive that nothing but igno
rance could caufe alarms, or be induced 
to compare the flight and tranfient dif- 
quiet of the Spaniih nation with the to
tal confufion produced in France by the 
fyftem of Law. In faX, the fpecie of 
Spain exceeds, by almoft three-fourths, 
the value of its paper, and at the fatal 
moment in 1720, when the French 
bank notes were in the greateft credit, 
their amount was eighty times that of 
all the money which then circulated in 
the kingdom. It requires not much re
flexion to perceive all the impertinence 
of fuch a companion. In Spain, all ex- 
traoidinary wants ceafed with the war. 
The adminiftration was not fufpeXed of 
abufing, by iffuing new bills, the ftill un

certain
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certain credit of the nation, and thereby 
depriving itfelf of the fuccours it might 
afford upon fimilar occafions. Thefe 
confiderations by degrees brought the 
royal bills to par. When I left Spain (at 
the end of 1786) they were fought after 
and advantageoufly negociated*

It is not lefs true that Spain finds in 
her paper a burthen which although 
not more than ihe is really able to bear, 
her natural refources being far from 
exhaufted, is but little proportioned to 
her prefent revenues, and this is an ad
ditional reafon why adminiftration ihould 
feek the means of increafing them. Se
veral have already been propofed. A 
few years ago government had it in agi
tation to appropriate to itfelf the im- 
menfe property of the four military or
ders, which would produce much more 
in the hands of the fovereign than 
it does under its prefent bad manage
ment, and befides bringing an increafe 
of revenue, would furniih the means of 
replacing by penfions the commanderies 

annexed
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annexed to thefe orders. But a project 
which feemed to deviate from the in
tention of the founders was repugnant 
to the confcience and religion of the 
reigning monarch, fo that others more 
compatible with his rigid adherence to 
juftice muft be devifed. The moft reafon- 
able one would undoubtedly have been 
that of a general tax upon all the lands 
in the kingdom, without excepting thofe 
of the nobility and clergy. But this 
project, againft which thofe two power
ful bodies would certainly raife fo loud 
a clamour, and to which intrigue and 
the eftabliihed rights which immemo
rial pofleflion feems to give, muft create 
infuperable obftacles, would be found as 
inconfiftent with prudence and policy, 
as the other appeared irreconcileable to 
the fcruples of religion ; and Spain, will 
perhaps, be obliged to wait to receive 
from the flow refources of oeconomy, 
the advantages ihe might propofe to 
herfelf from a fudden but dangerous 
change.

Vol. I. D d How-
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However, far from being alarmed at 
the treatment her returning credit firft 
met with, fhe delayed not to make a fé
cond attempt, which was to revenge the 
affront, give to her paper an advanta-' 
geous circulation, awaken the Spaniards 
from their lethargy, draw from their 
cherts the money there lying ufelefs, 
both to themfelves and the ftate, and 
throw it into circulation to the advantage 
of commerce and induftry. Such were 
her great objcdts in eftabliihing in 1781, 
a national bank, which has fcarcely any 
thing in common, except its name, 
with the banks of other ftates of Eu
rope.

The idea of it was given by a young 
French banker, M. Cabanus, eftablifhed 
at Madrid, who had begun to infinuate 
himfelf into the favour of government 
at the time the firft bills were iffued. M. 
Cabanus has a vigorous and firm mind, 
united with talents which he had culti
vated in fecret until the time when he made 

them 
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them known. The favour of the mini- 
fter would not have been fufficient to 
enable himfuccefsfully to ftruggleagainrt 
the numerous obftacles he had to en
counter. The manner in which he tri
umphed over them is a greater eulogium 
on him than any thing I can fay in his 
praife, and has fufficiently revenged him 
for all the Handers of his enemies. Em
barked in a dangerous project, in which 
a thoufand prejudices concurred to pre
vent his fucceeding, he has at once ac
quired an imm’enfe fortune and great 
honour. Without pretending to appre
ciate either the merit, utility, or liability 
of his operations, it muft be allowed that 
nothing but partiality can attribute to 
chance alone fuch brilliant and con
tinued fuccefs in defpite of fuch power
ful oppofition.

In 1781, after having profoundly con- 
fideredthe refources of Spain, the caufes 
by which they had been obftructed, and 
the means of giving them activity, lie

D d 2 • digefted
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digefted the plan of a national bank 
and prefented it to the minifter.

His principal object was to employ a 
large fum of money, either in the bank 
or placed at a very moderate intereft. 
The fir ft means he propofed was to efta- 
bliih a capital, which fhould difcount 
at four per cent, per annum, all bills of 
exchange drawn upon Madrid, as Well 
from the other parts of Spain as from 
the reft of Europe. This- refource was 
moderate ; Madrid is not properly a com
mercial city. The wool Spain fends a- 
broad is the principal article paid for in 
that metropolis, and this alone would 
not have furnifhed a very advantageous 
employment for the capital of the new 
bank. An intereft of two per cent, 
would not have been a fufficient temp
tation. Who at this intereft would have 
been inclined to difplace his capital ? 
It was therefore neceifary to hold out 
more feducing advantages. The author 

of
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of. the new plan turned his attention 
to that objeél.

He required that the profits of the 
realgiro, a particular fpecies of bank, 
from which the court takes the money it 
lias occafion to fend abroad, either for 
the payment of ambafladors, envoys, 
confuís, &c. or for other purpofes, 
fhould be given to the national bank. 
The adminiftrators of the real giro have 
a commiffion of four per cent. This 
was but a weak refource for the public 
bank ; the re al giro pays not more than 
two or three millions of livres an
nually.

But the chief fource of profits which 
M. Cabanus propofed to open to the na
tional bank was the victualling and fur- 
niihing of the navy and'army. Con
traéis for the firft had been given to 
different perfons. The fecond was held 
by the Gremios, and the feveral leafes 
and contraéis with thefe and the govern
ment were upon the point of expiring.

Dd'j The
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The bank therefore might replace the 
former without giving reafon for com? 
plaint.

Government was eafily induced to favor 
a plan, which was to diftribute among a 
great number of citizens profits until then 
confined to a few. The capital of the 
propofed bank amounted to the fum of 
three millions of reals, or about fe ventv- 
five millions of livres tournois(2125000I.) 
divided into one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand ihares of twothoufand reals each, 
iicdl :„-ci ' vp-' vi

Thole who had property to purchafe 
ihares were not excluded from the pro
fits they might produce, and thefe, ac
cording to the profpedius, feemed to be 
very promifing. Befides the idle money 
to which an advantageous opening was 
about to be given, it was hoped that a 
great part of that in the hands of the 
Gremios at a moderate intereft would 
naturally be removed from their coffers.to 
thofe of the national bank. The fur- 
plus of the grants from cities and com

munities
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munities were alfo counted upon. Thefe 
were in the adminiftration of the coun
cil of Caffile, whence the national bank 
was to take them, and make fuch ufe 
of them as ihould be moft advantageous 
to the perfons they concerned. In Spain 
there are magazines of grain in moft of 
the cities, boroughs and villages *.  
Their furplus is converted into money. 
This alfo was an ufelefs capital, which 
the bank might employ.

Hence it appears, that great advan
tages were promifed to every clafs of 
citizens. It is not therefore aftonilhing 
that the minifter adopted the projedt.

It was difcuffed in 1781, in an affem- 
bly compofed of members from the chief 
branches of government. A very con- 
fiderable majority was in favour of the 
project. An important queftion was then 
debated. When the bank ihould have a

* There are upwards of five thoufand of thefe 
in Spain.

D d 4 com
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contrail for rurnifhing the troops with 
provifion, cloaths, &c. and the navy 
with piovifions, fhip-timber, iron, cor- 
dage, and the like, would it be proper 
that government fhould confide this to 
its management as a contrail, or at a 
certain commiffion ? The authors of the 
plan voted for the firil propofition. In 
their opinion, the adminiilration would 
in. that cafe have the advantage of rec
koning upon a fixed fum for the ex- 
pences of the army and navy; and it 
would be for the direilors of the bank 
to render the contrail advantageous to 
the paities concerned, without deceiv
ing the intentions of government, which 
would always have the power of watch
ing over their conduit. The miniflry 
were of a different opinion; they af- 
ferted they had not yet documents 
fufficient to enable them to eilimate the 
expence of thus furnifliing the army and 
navy, and adopted the propofition of 
allowing a certain commiffion, with a 
claufe to convert this into a farm or 
contrail, when the experience of fome

years
Vf ' ■
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years fhould have proved that it 
would be advantageous to the finances 
of the king.

It was therefore determined that the 
national bank, or bank of St. Charles, 
fhould be charged with viilualling and 
cloathing the army, and furniihing the 
navy with the articles above-mentioned, 
that, it fhould be allowed an intereil of 
four per cent, on account of the ad
vances to be made to government, and 
a commiffion of ten per cent.

It was difficult to make a more advan
tageous bargain for future fubfcribers, 
and it was expeiled that in a little time 
their number would be confiderably in- 
creafed. The king and royal family firil 
gave the example; this was followed by 
feveral rich individuals, who, more from 
condefcenfion, than conviilion, were 
eager to depofit their capitals in the cof- 
fcis of the bank. There were other 
monies of which the directors had pre- 
vioufly allured themfelves. Such were 

the
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the accumulations of the grants from 
cities, &c. the furplus of magazines of 
corn, and certain capitals which waiting 
for appropriation, were depofited under 
the fafeguard of public authority.

This was the firft Hate of the bank, 
The event anfwered not to the moft 
probable conjectures. Moft people were 
•unmoved by a profpeCt which feemed 
of a nature to tempt every one. But- 
few withdrew their money from the 
bank of the Gremios ; who were only 
obliged to raife the intereft they paid to 
three and a half per cent. The new 
eftabliihment had fome partizans, but 
thefe appeared lufpicious. Its antago- 
nifts, armed with the pretence of pub
lic good, forcibly declaimed againft it; 
they kept up a miftruft which anterior 
events had prepared, and gained many 
over to their opinion,

The enemies to the new bank were, 
in the firft place, all thofe who with- 
put previous examination are equally fo 

to

411 
to every novelty; others whofe calcula
tions were deranged by it, and thofe es
pecially who from jealoufy or natural 
prejudices looked with an evil eye upon 
a young foreigner, well received and 
fupported by the miniftry, and taking 
the advantage of a tranfient credit to 
overturn a nation which, faid they, 
might find amongft its citizens men who 
underftand its interefts much better. 
The parallel already drawn between the 
creation of paper credit and the fyftem 
of the famous Law was then recollected.

The projeCt in France was that of an 
ambitious ftranger, who had given a 
mortal blow to the credit of the king
dom, by endeavouring to render it flou- 
riihing. In Spain it was that of a ftranger 
alfo, who pretended to animate public 
credit and commerce, and afpired to fe- 
duce the nation, by tempting .it with a 
chimerical profit. Each had given the 
idea of a bank ; therefore the refem- 
blance was perfect. Thus the greater 
part of men judge, deceived by the moft 

trifling
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trifling iimilarity between two objects«.’ 
Sometimes from a mere conformity of 
names, they create refemblances which 
have no reality, except in their own ima
ginations, but which are ftupidly adopt
ed by that great multitude who never 
judge but by hearfay. This was now 
the cafe in Spain.

The aflertion which perfonal intereft, 
or fentiments ftill more odious, had ad
vanced, was adopted, propagated, and 
commented upon by credulity and igno
rance. It was repeatedly (aid that the 
bank of St. Charles had prefented to 
the public a plan of operation illuiive 
in its nature, or at leaft totally incom
patible with the true interefts of the 
nation, and which inftead of favouring 
the liberty of commerce, as had been 
artfully pretended, muft be prejudicial 
to that, as well as to agriculture and in- 
duftry, by fwallowing up the money 
which might have been more ufefully 
employed in their encouragement, than 
in naturalizing, in Spain, an evil until 

then 

OF SPAIN. 4I3

then unknown ; the clafs of ufelefs an
nuitants who ihould live in opulence 
and idlenefs on the labours of their fel
low citizens : that it fold to government 
at an exorbitant price, its own agency 
for the conduit of an undertaking in 
which more able perfons, or at leaft 
thofe of more experience might have 
been employed upon more advantageous 
terms; and that after having held up 
to public hatred all exclufive privileges, 
it had folicited for itfelf the moil odious 
of monopolies.

What furniihed a pretext for the laft 
accufation, was a grant which the bank 
of St. Charles obtained foon after its 
eftablifhment, for the exclufive expor
tation of piaftres. This Spamih money 
is employed in a great meafure to pay 
the balance of accounts due from Spain 
to the other nations of Europe. About 
thirty millions of them are annually 
ftruck in Spanilh America,. Part of 
thefe remain in the country; fome 
are carried out of it in the fmuggling 

trade;
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trade ; two or three millions are fhipped 
on board the Nao or Galleon from Aca
pulco ; and the reft come to Europe, to 
pay for merchandize fent thence to 
America. During a long time the mo
ther country had not fhipped commo
dities to her colonies to the amount of 
even ten millions of piaftres, and the 
balance then owing to foreigners was 
calculated at fifteen millions.

It was abfolutely neceflary to pay this 
balance on account of the neceffity of 
difcharging debts to preferve credit. In 
lefs enlightened times the Spanifh mi- 
niftry had conceived the idea of turning 
the unavoidable exportation of piaftres 
to advantage : to increafe the revenue 
of the ftate, fuch exportation was fub- 
jeéted to a duty of three per cent, which, 
in 1768, was augmented to four per 
cent, and although the minifters arc 
now convinced that it is only an addi
tional tax on their own traders, to whom 
foreigners fell their goods four per cent, 
dearer, the ftate of Spanifh finances, 

'and, 
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Sind, perhaps, the remains of an attach
ment to old- prejudices, have not yet 
permitted them to take it off. The con- 
fequence is, that the duty is fufficiently 
high to give temptation to evade it: and 
even thofe who are appointed to collect 
it, favour the clandeftine conveyance of 
piaftres out of the kingdom. The whole 
furplus quits the colonies, but the royal 
treafure is deprived of a part of its re
venues.

In this ftate of affairs, the bank wilhed 
for the exclufive privilege of exporting 
all the piaftres neceffary to difehame 
cue balance due nom Spam, and repre- 
fented, that fhould this be granted, two 
advantages would refult from it to the 
ftate ; that of preventing the value of 
money from being increafed, which muft 
be the neceflary confequence of multi
plied négociations ; and that of diminiih- 
ing the fraudulent exportation of pi
aftres, by an extraordinary diligence, 
which could not be expected from the 
agents of government. The governors 

of
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of the bank wiihed at the fame time the 
duty of four per cent, to be taken off, 
or at leaft reduced to the half: but go
vernment refufed either to annul or di- 
minilh the duty. Except in this parti
cular the propofitions of the bank were 
perfectly well received.

It was therefore ordered, that in fu
ture the bank iliould poifels the exclu- 
frve right of exporting piaftres ; that to 
prevent them from being fraudulently 
withdrawn out of- the country, they 
ihould all pafs by the way of Bayonne, 
except in a few particular cafes, in 
which government ihould referve to it- 
felf a conveyance through other chan
nels ; and alfo that thofe who ihould 
have money to fend into foreign coun
tries, ihould be obliged to take bills for 
it from the bank.

This grant, which Bad the form of an 
exclufive privilege, excited new clamours. 
It naturally irritated thofe, who until 
then had {peculated in fmuggling the 

fpecie
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fpecie out of the kingdom, others who 
had been employed to export it legally, 
and merchants, who, in cpnfequence of 
the new regulations, were in future to 
be fubjedt to the laws of the bank, by 
Being obliged to make all their foreign 
payments in its paper, and to receive it 
at the exchange the bank ihould be 
pleafed to iffue it at. But all uniting 
in complaints which had different mo
tives, alledged that the profperity of 
commerce would be endangered, its li
berty effentially injured by the (hackles 
of monopoly, and that private intereft was 
concealed under the veil of public good.

Miniftry were deaf to all tliefe iufpi? 
cions and objections, and the bank was 
put in poffeffion of its privilege in the 
month of November 1783. The firft 
ufe made of it proved very advantageous 
to the fubferibers. The war, as we have 
obferved, had retarded the arrival of the 
treafures from America, and the return 
of peace brought with it a prodigious 
quantity of piaftres. The bank, which 

Vol. I. E e had
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had taken the ftricteft precautions td 
prevent their being fraudulently con
veyed out of the kingdom, exported 
upwards of twenty millions in 1784.

The year following the fums exported 
amounted to nearly twenty-two millions, 
and as Europe impatiently waited the 
arrival of thefe periodical fuccours, the 
bank could not but fell to advantage 
a merchandize which is the price of thole 
which Europe furniihes to Spaniih Ame
rica, which the latter country only 
produces, and which fo m’any were anx
ious to poffefs, fo that all concerned 
feemed to gain by the change. The 
bank, to whicli the moil advantageous 
preceding years had not produced fix 
millions and a half of reals for the duty 
of four per cent, upon the exportation 
of piaftres, received from it in 1784 up
wards of fifteen millions, and from fix
teen to feventeen millions in 1785, and 
this one article produced a profit of 
twelve millions of reals to be divided 
among; the fubferibers.

In

O F S P A I N. 4j5
In the mean time the expiration of 

the contraéis with government for the 
victualling of the army and navy had 
put the bank in poffeffion of thefe prin
cipal fouices of its revenue. Its divi
dends were therefore increafed. That of 
1784, the firft it made, was nine and a 
half, alfo a profit of forty-feven livres 
ten fols (3s. 7d.) upon each ihare which 
had been bought at its primitive value 
of five hundred livres (21I. 16s.) or two 
thoufand reals. The triumph of the 
bank was then complete^ and its ene
mies, at leaf! thofe in Spain, buffered 
their fpleen to evaporate in filence. As 
men in all countries ever pafs from one 
extreme to another, inveétive was foon 
changed into enthufiaftic panegyric.

The bank took advantage of this re
volution, to increafe, at different times, 
the ihares which it had yet to difpofe 
of*,  and thus to enable itfelf to in

creafe
They were firft raifed fifteen per cent, upon 

their primitive value of two thoufands reals, and
E e 2 fix
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creafe future dividends. The fermem 
tation reached fuch foreign kingdoms as 
were then habitually addicted to flock- 
jobbing. In a little time the fhares of 
the bank rofe in France, Geneva and 
other places to eight thoufand reals, or 
two thoufand livres ; and the Spamaids 
having lefs faith or more forefight than 
foreigners, were not wanting to encou
rage and gratify this inconhderate ardor.

It was, however, but momentary, 
although it lafted long enough to pro
duce pernicious revolutions in feveral 
fortunes. It were to be wiihed it had 
never exifted. Some perfons, influenced 
by a patriotic zeal, took upon them 
to abate its violence. In France, a wri- 

fix thoufand two hundred and eight were fold at 
two thoufand three hundred reals. Soon afterwards 
the eagernefs of foreigners increafed them to two 
pioufand five hundred reals, or fix hundred and 
twenty-five livres, and upwards of fifteen thoufand 
fhares were fold at this price. Thefe two augmen
tations produced to the fubferibefs a profit of twenty- 
two millions of reals,

ter, 
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ter, known by his eloquence, but ftill 
more fo by a ftrength of mind which 
induces him to fpeak, without referve, 
fuch truths as he believes ufeful, un
dertook to inftrudt his countrymen.

The motive was laudable, but not 
fo the execution of the work. With 
the energy natural to hinm this author 
repeated and commented upon all the 
detractors of the bank had faid, at the 
time of its eltabliihment, not forgetting 
the abufe that had been thrown on him 
by whom the plan had been projected. 
He affected that the bank of _St. Charles 
could not under any point of view be 
confidered as proper for Spain ; and that 
it had departed from the Ample and ufe
ful operations to which its founder had 
declared it was to be confined : that it 
muft fooner or later lofe the favour of 
government; that it became more and 
more odious to the commercial world 
by the monopoly it exercifed ; and that 
the fubferibers could have no real con-

E e 3 fidence
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fidence either in its duration or ftabk 
lity.

- In imitation of its firfl: enemies, he 
compared it to the fyftem of Law ; and 
maintained that the founder had even 
taken that fyftem for his model.

Hence he concluded, that great com
mercial nations had reafon to fear leaft 
their fubjects, who had great capitals, 
fhould embark too much of their pro
perty in the bank of St. Charles, becaufe 
they had need of all their aid to lighten 
the burden of their own debts ; that 
they were not in a fituation to lend great 
fums to foreigners, efpecially when it 
appeared that the loan muft be perpe
tual ; and finally, that individuals who 
expofed their fortunes in fo hazardous 
an enterprize, adled like bad citizens 
as members of fociety, and like madmen 
as fathers of families.

The court of Madrid, leaving time and 
yeafon to contradidi thefe aflertions, 

which
• • ■ I
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which tended greatly to diminifh the 
public confidence in an inftitution to 
which it had given its fandlion, took 
the founder’s part, and the council of 
Caftile in June 1785, palled a decree 
which profcribed the publication, and 
thereby proved that the period an
nounced by its author was yet at a 
diftance.

But this profcription prevented not 
the work from having its effect. The 
enthufiafm of French flock-jobbers was 
abated, and fince that time has not re
covered its former ardour. It is. riot the 
intereft even of the bank that it fhould 
arrain return. Such a with can be formed 
only by greedy {peculators, who hope to 
profit by momentary convulfions, to 
enrich tliemfelves at the expence of the 
credulous. A great part of the lhares 
of the bank firft fold in foreign coun
tries have returned to Spain. The 
bank itfelf took advantage of their re
duced price, which fell to two thoufand 
two hundred and forty reals, or five hun- 

E e 4 dred
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dred and fixty livres, to buy in about 
twenty-five thoufand, which it propofes 
to keep, the deduction of which will in- 
dreafe the future dividends in the fame 
fum for the reft of the co-proprietors.

Its laft meeting (that at the beginning 
of the prefent year, when the accounts 
bf 1787 were given in) was tumultuous. 
A cabal was raifed again ft the directors 
of the inftitution, which even accufed 
them of a want of probity. The oppo
sition pretended that fbme of the direc
tors, who at the fame time are princi
pals of commercial houfes, had abufed 
the public confidence in their manage
ment of the difcounting bufinefs, by fa
vouring their own affairs. A committee 
was appointed to examine their condudt, 
as well as all the accounts of the bank 
from its eftabliihment, and to reform 
abufes.

The accufed, free from reproaches of 
confcience, wait without fear the refult 
of the examination. But M. Cabanus, 

whom 
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Whom fuccefs has rendered impatient, 
is not yet familiarized to the affaults of 
intrigue, and has given in his refigna
tion, offering at the fame time to aid 
the diredlors with his advice as a Am
ple individual. The meeting exclaimed 
againft this hafty refolution. It even 
addreffed the king, praying his ma- 
jefty to pay no attention to it. The 
monarch is flow in pronouncing; but 
whatever may be his decifion, M. Ca
banus may be certain of preferving a pre
ponderance in an eftabliihment founded 
by himfelf, and of which, in fpite of 
envy, he is become the principal fpring. 
He may recolledt for his confolation 
(fi magna licet componere parvis) that Au- 
guftus dated the firm eftabliihment of 
-his authority from the day he feemed 
willing to abdicate the empire.

The part the bank has taken in the 
'operations of the new Philippine com
pany, is another circumftance which 
muft have an influence upon the pro
duce of its ihares. M. Cabanus induced

it,
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it, in 1785, to add to the funds of the 
company the fum of twenty-one mil- . 
lions of reals, deduced from the divi
dend of 1784 : this gave to each ihare an 
intereft of one hundred and forty reals, 
or thirty-five livres, in the property of 
the Philippine company. Whatever may 
be the iifue of this new inftitution, the 
affociation cannot be prejudicial to the 
bank, and may be of confiderable ad
vantage to it; and if the advantage be 
ever fo little apparent, it is ftrongly to 
be prefumed the value of the fhares will 
be increafed. On the other hand, 
ihould the contrary be the event, they 
will experience no fenfible diminution. 
The bank having rifked but little, can 
be expofed but to a moderate lofs; 
which moreover will not fall upon the 
capital. In May 1785, the bank made 
a propofal, the admiflion of which will 
furnilh a new employment to its funds. 
This was to undertake the completion 
of the canal, which, as we have before 
obferved, is to begin at the foot of 
the mountains of Guadarrama, and ter

minate 
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minate at the Guadalquivir, after croif- 
ing the center of Spain. It has offered 
to make the neceifary advances for this 
great undertaking upon the fame con
ditions on which it received the contraCt 
for victualling and cloathing the troops ; 
the propofal was accepted by government, 
who immediately fent M. le Maur to 
take the levels in various places through 
which the future canal is to pafs. The 
unexpected death of that able engi
neer did not fufpend the work he had 
begun ; and this will furnilh the bank 
with another means of augmenting its 
profits, and rendering itfelf advantageous 
to Spain witout endangering the funds.

In every cafe, I think, with impartial 
judges who have nothing to gain or 
lofe by the credit which may be given 
to a contrary opinion, that the placing 
of money in the bank of St. Charles is 
advantageous, and mult appear fafe. 
Not that the great dividends with which 
it has begun ought always to be ex
pected ; the, fources whence they were 

drawn,
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drawn, are either exhaufted or dimi« 
niihed. It has no more profits to make 
upon the fale of ihares; thefe were all 
difpofed of at the end of the year 1785, 
except one thoufand one hundred and 
fix to which an appropriation has pre- 
vioufly beerf1 afiigned. The exportation 
of piaftres will not in future be fo advan
tageous as it was immediately after the 
peace. But fo long as the bank preferves 
that exclufive privilege, and government 
ihall confide to it the vidtualling and 
other fupplies for the army and navy, the 
principal fource of its profits*,  the 

fub-

* It is triie, that in 1787, the victualling, &c. 
which until then had been performed at a commiffion 
of ten per cent, has been converted into a contraCt; 
but at the price which government has agreed to give 
the bank, it is proved that the gain will be as con- 
fiderable as formerly. However the firft effeCt of 
the change was difadvantageous to the bank. Go
vernment gave it a retro-aClive effeCt ; and as the 
bank had until then made its dividends according 
to its right of commiffion of ten per cent, it was 
obliged to diminiih in proportion its laft dividend, 
to render back that with which it had too much 
augmented the firft. Wiihing immediately to effeCt 

this
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fubfcribers, thofe at leaft who bought 
their Ihares at the primitive value, of 
two thoufand reals, or five hundred li
vres, may reckon upon an intereft of 
from five to fix per cent.

Thq Spaniih government is far from 
that verfatility which might caufe it to 
abandon an inftitution, the plan of which 
jt had brought to maturity, and which 
has fome inconteftible advantages, both 

this re-imburfement, it reduce«} the dividend of 
1787, from fix and a half per cent, to five and 3 
quarter. This debt once acquitted the dividends, 
will be made as ufual. Several circumftances will 
concur in increafing them afterwards. Hitherto their 
distribution has always been the date and occafion of 
an aft of beneficence. The bank, this year, appro., 
priated the furplus of five per cent, to fuccour the 
unfortunate who had fuffered fome months before 
from the inundations in Navarre. £>uch an ufg of 
what it confiders as a furplus, is fufficient to excufe 
its profits, and recommend it ftill more to the nation; 
in faft, the firft prejudices of the people againft it 
begin to be diffipated,' and communities accuftonj 
themfelves to fee their funds, formerly unernplpyed? 
direfted by the l?ank to an ufeful aCtjvityf

fop
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for ltfelf and a great part of its fubjedts. 
But let us fuppofe the worft to happen,? 
that yielding to the reprefentations of 
commercial people, and renouncing the 
furplus of the profit which the treafury 
receives from the exportation of piaftres 
iince it is confined to one company, it 
ihould determine to leave the exporta
tion free as it was before : let us fuppofe 
alfo, that for the love of public good, 
it ihould accept the offers made to 
furnifh the army and navy upon better 
terms than thofe of the bank ; what 
would be the refult? The bank reduced 
to the {lender profits of difeount, and 
the realgiro, would indeed be obliged to 
ceafe its operations ; but as according to 
its confhtution it cannot change the 
courfe of its funds; as the fum which 

ht*o  placed in the hands of the Phi
lippine company was not taken from the 
bank capital, but from its profits, there 
is every reafon to prefume that the ca
pital would remain untouched and be 
employed to re-imburfe, all the propri
etors of {hares. Therefore tllefe are

only 
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only expofed to one rifk, that of govern
ment’s feizing the capital in a moment 
ofdiftrefs. But were this apprehenfion 
well-founded, there would be nothing 
facred on earth ; policy in defedt of vir
tue muff ferve the proprietors as a fafe- 
guard; and it is not from the Spanilh 
government that they ought to fear a 
meafure which would be equally trea
cherous and imprudent, efpecially at a 
time when it is feriouily engaged in re
pairing the wounds given to its credit 
in preceding reigns, and in taking ad
vantage of it to fecond the general in
clination of the kingdom to engage in 
ufeful enterprizes.

It will here be proper to fpeak of its 
capital in money, not as a banker, that 
is not in my power, but as a tra
veller, who wiihes to give fome idea to 
his readers of every thing relative to a 
country in which he has refided for a 
confiderable time.

It
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It feems, at firft fight, that it muft 
be eafy to know what money circulates 
in Spain. She poiTeifes all the metals 
which ihe ufes in her mint. Thefe, when 
converted into coin, cannot be brought 
from America without paying a duty, 
On entering Spain the money pays ano
ther, and a third is required upon fend
ing it thence to a foreign kingdom. It 
fhould therefore feem, that the cuftom- 
houfe books would give a clear idea of 
the coin in Spain. But a great part of 
the money (truck in the Indies pafles 
clandeitinely from America to Europe; 
foreign merchants alfo fraudulently re
ceive a part of the value of the mem 
chandize they have fent, although the 
whole be found on board Spaniih veifels 
returning from America; and as fre
quent revifions of coin are neglected to 
be made, there are not data fufficjent to 
arrive at certainty with refpedt to the 
quantity of money which ufually circu? 
lates in the kingdom. It is therefore? 
from loofe calculation only, and upon 
the evidence of fome well-informed mer- 

ghants?
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chants, that I have eitimated it at 
eighty millions of double piaftres, about 
four hundred millions of livres Tour
nois (above fixteen millions and a half 
fterling). It will, perhaps, bethought 
extraordinary that Spain, which is in 
poifeffion of moil of the gold and iilver 
mines in the world, and annually coins 
thirty millions of piaftres, fhould be re
duced to fo moderate a fum of circulat
ing money, efpecially when it is recol
lected that in the reign of Charles V. it 
contained almoft all the gold and filver 
in Europe ; and, what is ftill more va
luable, poifeffed in the productions of 
its foil and industry, the means of fub- 
fifting without the aid of any other 
nation.

In lefs than a century that kingdom 
has fallen from this ftate of fplendor. 
To what is fo rapid and total a re
volution to be attributed ? To the 
abundance of the precious metals which 
have increafed the price of commodi
ties, and the wages of workmen ; to

V ol. I. F f the
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the decline of manufaéìures, which was 
the confequence ; to the depopulation, 
caufed by the numerous emigrations to 
America ; the great deftruétion of men, 
occaiioned by long wars at a di Rance 
from the frontiers ; and the expul- 
fion of the Moors and Jews. It may 
alfo be more particularly attributed to 
the ruinous wars undertaken by Phi
lip II. againR the Low Countries, and 
which from the year 1567, to the truce 
in 1612, coR upwards of two hundred 
millions of piaRres. But every thing 
announces that Spain is about to rife 
from her aflies, and will foon be induf- 
trioufly employed in cultivating her foil, 
and animating her manufaétures. Weary 
of purfuing a paflive commerce, Rie 
will foon ceafe to leflen her current 
coin, by paying foreign induRry, and 
fending every year the greateR part of 
her money to exchange the image of her 
monarch for that of foreign fovereigns*

The RrR coin, as well gold as iilver, 
which was Rruck in Spanifli America, 

was
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Was irregular in its ihape as much as in 
its impreffion, which on one fide was a 
crofs, and on the other the arms of 
Spain. Some of it is Rill in circulation, 
but it is not received for its nominal 
value until it be weighed to fee that it 
has lofi nothing of its intrinfic worth.

The imprefiion varied until the year 
1772, when a new coinage took place, 
in which the head of the fovereign 
was Rruck on one fide, and on the 
other the arms of Spain round an ef- 
cutcheon.

The pieces of gold are the dobion de 
a ocho, called in France quadruple, once d'or, 
or mcdaille, which when exchange is at 
par is worth eighty livres French 
(31. 6s. 8d.)

The half dobion de a ocho, value forty 
livres*

The dobion of gold, worth half the 
preceding piece.

TheF f 2
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The half dobion of gold.

The little gold crown or durito, which 
in 1779 was the value of half the demi- 
doblon, but at prefent is worth one 
twentieth more, and confequently about 
five livres five fols (4s. 4|d.)

• The filver coin confifts "of the great 
piaftre, worth about twenty reals, a quar
ter of the dobion of gold, that is a hun
dred fols, (4s. 2d.) when exchange is at 
par.

The half piaftre worth about five 
reals.

The pe%eta colunaria or little piece of 
five reals, which is coined in America 
only, and bears on one fide two pillars 
and on the other two globes crowned.

The common peseta of four reals worth 
about twenty fols (lod).

The
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The half peseta of two reals and a 
half.

The common half peseta, which is 
alfo called real de pl at a worth about two 
reals of vellon.

The quarter peseta, coined alfo in 
the Indies, exclufively.

The realito or real of vellon, worth 
about five fols (2±d.) *

The copper coins are, the doble quarto, 
four of which make a real. The double 
quarto is worth about one fol three de
niers (i^d.)

The quarto, which is half the preced
ing piece.

The ochavo, half of the quarto.

* All thefe little pieces are diminutions of the

F f 3 Thu
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The maravedí, which is the fmalleft 

money that exifts. Thirty-four mara
vedís make a real. Few of them are 
found even in Spain, and I imagine none 
have lately been coined.

No gold coin is (truck in America. 
The filver coin from the mints there bears 
for its diftinguiihing marks, on one fide 
the two pillars, and on the other the 
head of the fovereign crowned with a 
wreath of laurel.

There are mints at Peru, Santa Fé 
and Mexico. The greater number of 
the piaftres which come to Europe are 
coined in the latter. There are but three 
mints in Spain, thofe of Madrid, Seville 
and Segovia : the latter coins copper 
money only. Befides thefe, there are as 
in France and England ideal monies, or 
monies of exchange, which are,

The fimple pifióle or the dobion worth 
about four fimple piaftres or fifteen 
livres (i as. 6d?) exchange at par. It is 

accord-
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according to this ideal money that ex
change is regulated between France and 
Spain. When it is againft France, the 
piftole is not worth fifteen livres; but 
it exceeds that price when exchange is 
favourable.

The fimple piaftre or pefo, which is 
called pefo fencillo to diftinguiih it from 
the pefo fuerte, great piaftre, is worth 15 
reals or about 3 livres 15 fols (ds*

The ducat, worth eleven reals. This 
is the money in which the falaries of 
places under government are paid. It 
is almoft out of ufe without the fron
tiers of Spain.

I ihall not mention other kinds of 
ideal money, which are not known ex
cept in the provinces.

For three centuries paft the court of 
Spain has been careful not to change 
the ftandard of its money. It was no 
doubt aware that infidelities or even 

F f 4 , , variations
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variations of this kind muft create un
certainty and diftruft in the operations 
of commerce, which draws from the 
Spanifh pofleflions the greatefl part of 
the money necefiary to fettle its bal- 
lances.-

Neverthelefs in 1737, the court of 
Madrid having obferved that the great 
piaftre had only a value proportioned to 
the difference which then exifted be
tween the gold and filver coin increafed 
it to twenty reals; the equilibrium in
tended to be eftablifhed between thefe 
two metals being again deftroyed, the 
value of gold was no longer in propor
tion to its abundance. There was too 
gieat an advantage in exporting it in 
preference to hirer. If Spain had not 
applied a remedy fhe would in the end 
have been wholly deprived of that me
tal.

Government therefore thought proper 
in 1779 add a fixteenth to the imagi- 
naiy yqlue of the gold coin, without 

changing
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changing the weight or itandard. By 
this operation, the quadruple or dobion 
de a ocho, which before was worth but 
fifteen great piaitres was increafed to 
fixteen, and all the other gold pieces 
in proportion. Nations which poffefs 
preciops metals give laws to others, 
with refpedt to the itandard of their 
money, and thofe who do not follow 
them muft looner or later be the vic
tims of their obitinacy. This juft ob- 
fervation conftantly confirmed by ex
perience has recently determined our 
miniftry to increafe the value of gold.

There is in Spain a fovereign court 
which regulates and decides affairs re
lative to the coin, under the title of real 
junta de commercio, moneda, mlnas, &c. be- 
caufe its jurifdiftion extends to what
ever relates to commerce, the mines, 
and fome other objects.

According to the new form given it 
in 1705, it ihould be compofed of three 
coupfellors of Caitile, five of- the In-
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dies, two of finances, one of the tri
bunal de la Contratación, and two inten
dants from France. But as in pra&ice 
things are different from what they 
ought to be, the Junta de Commercio, 
has but one member of the council 
of Caftile, and two of that of the 
Indies. All the others are members of 
the council of finance.

This court or junto is as independent 
in other refpeéts as the other fovereign 
councils of the monarchy.

The council of war is more a tribunal 
than a permament board of military ad- 
miniftration ; the king, indeed, com
monly confults it relative to the regula
tions of his troops. Until the reign of 
Philip V. this council appointed to the 
fuperior military offices. Every difpo- 
fition which ufelefsly renders complex 
the fprings of government, which fur- 
niihes matter for intrigue, without af
fording a fupport to liberty, ought to be 
rejected by true political wifdom. Un

der 

der the prefent family, the throne in
herited the prerogative of conferring 
military rank from the council of war. 
The king names to all military employ
ments, upon the prefentation of the in- 
fpedtor, of whom, as I have before ob- 
ferved the minifter at war is no more 
than the interpreter. The infpedtors 
elude on many occafions the interpo- 
fition of the council of war ; but for the 
fake of form, military meafures taken 
without its concurrence, receive its 
fan ¿lion.

The chief fundtions of the council of 
war are to adminifter juftice to thofe, 
who in a civil or military capacity, bring 
their caufes before that tribunal. It is 
divided into two chambers, or Jalas, the 
Jala de Govierno and the Jala de Jufticia. 
The former is efpecially employed in 
matters of adminiftration. It is for the 
moft part compofed of military men, 
and has for counfellors the moft an
cient captains of the body guards, and
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the oldeft of the two colonels of the

’The, Jala de JuJlicia is confined to liti
gations, but judges not finally. If the 
parties are diifatisfied with its decifion, 
they may require the other chamber to 
be joined to it to examine the caufe 
anew.

1

All the caufes of ftrangers are carried 
by appeal to the council of war ; and fo
reign nations who have intercourfe and 
connexions with Spain derive great ad
vantages from this tribunal, the equity 
of which is rarely prevented by national 
prejudices.

The higheft military rank in Spain is 
that of captain general; which is equal to 
that of marihal of France, and not in
compatible with it; fince thefe honours 
were united in the perfon of marihal 
Berwick. This preferment is not eafily 
obtained in Spain ; it is confined at pre- 
fent to two perfons in the army, the 

count
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count de Aranda and the duke de 
Crillon.

Next to the captains general, rank, 
as in France, the lieutenants general *.  
field marihals f, and brigadiers | whofe 
uniforms very much refemble thofe 
of the French general officers.

The Spaniih infantry conflits of forty- 
four regiments of two battalions each, 
without including thofe of the Spaniih 
and Walloon guards, each containing 
four thoufand two hundred men in fix: 
battalions. Of thefe forty-four regiments 
thirty-five are Spaniih, two Italian, 
three Flemiih, and four Swifs.

Thefe eighty-eight battalions, each of 
which ihould contain fix hundred and 
eighty-four men, would make the 
Spaniih infantry amount to about fixty

* Thefe are forty-feven in number at prefent. 
t Of thefe there are fixty-feven.
Î Of thefe there are a hundred and fifty-fix.

thoufand
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thoufand men were they complete, but 
this is far from being the cafe ; and I 
have frequently heard it aflerted, though 
that perhaps is exaggeration, that Spain 
would find a difficulty to bring into the 
field thirty thoufand elle clive men,'in Eu
rope. It is however certain that her infantry 
is not fufficient for her great extent of 
poifeffions, fince garrifons muft be main
tained in Africa, and in feveral impor
tant places in her colonies, as at the 
Havanah, Porto-Rico, Buenos Ayres 
and Vera Cruz. At the end of the year 
1776 Spain had thirty-two battalions 
out of Europe ; and in 1782, thirty-fix 
in America alone.

The means of recruiting are very con
fined. The Spaniih nation, brave as it 
is, has for fome time had a diilike to the 
foot fervice. Each regiment finds a dif
ficulty in procuring men ; the colours 
are raifed in places in which it is fup- 
pofed moft dupes and libertines are af- 
fembled, and thus, as in France, the 
regiment is increafed by the diforders of 

fociety ;
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fociety; and by a happy metamorphofis 
thofe who difturb its repofc, are ap
pointed to its defence. The foldiers of 
our regiments, impelled by their incon
ftan cy, to pafs the frontiers, take ad
vantage of the neck of the pyrenees to 
go and engage themfelves to Spaniih 
recruiters. Foreign regiments in the 
fervice of Spain are recruited at the ex
pence of ours in particular ; and as the 
Spaniards are far from that unfatisfied 
reftlefsnefs, which charaiterifes their 
neighbours, and induces them to wander 
to every part of the globe; and asbefides, 
the French army is much more con- 
fiderable than that of Spain, all the 
inconvenience of the proximity of 
the refpedtivc garrifons is on the fide 
of the French, and the court of Ma
drid is by no means defirous of con
cluding with that of Verfailles a car
tel for reciprocally giving up deferters : 
it was thought fufficient in 1761, that 
each ihould agree to reftore the arms, 
horfes and baggage of the foldiers which 
ihould pafs from one fervice to the 
other.

Another
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Another mode of recruiting the Spanifh 
army is that of the quintas., a kind of 
drawing of militia, which however mutt 
be diftinguiihed from that of France, 
though they are there both in ufe, one 
for recruiting the regular troops, the 
other for the provincial regiments. The 
ordinance of 1705 enadts, that for the 
firft, lots ihall be drawn in each village 
to chufe one perfon in five ; but then 
the drawing of the militia ihall be fuf- 
pended. This undoubtedly is the ety
mology of the word quintas. As it al
ways happens, the thing is changed and 
the word remains. The quintas do not 
at prefent require fo great a number ; 
and as the people have on fome recent 
occafions fhewn how odious it was to 
them, government has recourfe to this 
expedient only in the laft extremity. 
To employ rigour without occafion 
is mot firmnefs but folly; and to avoid 
the exertion of authority except when 
a violent crifis requires extraordinary 
efforts is not weaknefs but prudence. 
The laft time the levy of the quintas 
took place, was in 1775, when Spain 

was 
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wds preparing to make war againft 
the Portuguefe in South America ; 
ihe had not recourfe to it in the laft 
war, and the regiments employed at the 
lieges of Minorca and Gibraltar, were 
completed at the expence of thofe which 
were not in actual fervice.

Befides the forty-four regiments of 
regular infantry Spain has forty-two of 
militia * diftributed in the provinces of 
the crown of Caftile. They are more or 
lefs near to each other according to the 
population and extent of the province. 
The regiments are aflembled only during 
one month in the year, in the principal 
place of which they bear the name ; and 
then the 'officers and foldiers are paid ; 
the fame regulation is obferved in time 
of war*  when they replace the regu
lar troops in garrifons. At all other 
times they are difperfed in their vil-

* Befides thefe there are ieveral companies of 
burgefs militia at Cadiz, Port St. Mary, Corogne 
and nine other places in Spain.

You L ' G g lages
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lages and follow their refpedtive occupa
tions. The regiments, which all confift 
of one fingle battalion of feven hundred 
and twenty men *,  muff always be com
plete. As foon as a foldier of the militia 
dies, deferts, or is difcharged, lots are 
drawn in the village whence he was 
taken, to replace him. The ordinances 
of 1703 and 1705, enadt that the, 
drawing of the militia fhall take one 
perfon from a hundred ; a rule which 
muft have been departed from in prac
tice. It cannot be fuppofed that fuch a 
regulation has ever been obferved ; forty- 
two regiments of feven hundred and 
twenty men each would amount to up
wards of thirty thoufand men. Thefe 
thirty thoufand multiplied by a hundred 
will give three millions of fubjedts fit to 
bear arms in the provinces of the crown 
of Caftile ; and it will be found difficult 
to reconcile this calculation with the real 
ftate of population in thofe. provinces.

* Except that of Majorca, which has two.

The
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The regiments of militia have a par

ticular infpedlor. Their colonels are 
chofen from among the moil diftin- 
guiihed gentry of the diftridt; and their 
authority is very extenfive over the men; 
They have the power of inflidf ing punilh- 
ments, and there is no appeal from their 
fentences, but to the king, through the 
medium of the council of war. Few 
ftates in Europe have a better regulated 
body of militia. The grenadiers of thefe 
regiments are in time of war united to 
the regular troops. They enjoy among 
their fellow citizens a reputation which 
their whole condudt during the laft war 
juftly merited.

The Spaniih foldiers in general have 
long been juftly renowned through
out Europe, for their firm and per
fevering courage, and the refolu- 
tion with which they fupport labour, 
fatigue, and hunger. Thofe of our 
countrymen who faw them at Minorca 
and before Gibraltar, can determine 

G g 2 whether
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whether or not they have degene
rated.

I have, however, frequently heard the 
Spaniards fay their troops were not fo 
well commanded as they ought to be. 
I know not how far the cenfure is well 
founded. I have been honoured with 
the acquaintance of many Spaniih officers 
of rank, as well as fubalterns ; and they 
generally appeared to me to be adluated 
by the true fpirit of their profeffion. 
Thofe who derogate from it feem at leaft 
to do themfelves juftice by concealing the 
defedt. It muft however be allowed, 
that there is more merit in Spain in 
being what is called a good foldier than 
in France.

In the firft place, although Spain has 
taken a part in all the wars of this cen
tury, it may ftill be laid, that fince thofe 
of Italy terminated in 1748, her troops 
have made no real campaigns. The 
Spaniards themfelves dare not give this 

name 
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name to the iliort war with Portugal, in 
which they encountered but few ob- 
ftacles and little danger. The expedi
tions to Algiers and Buenos Ayres were 
foon ended ; they called into adtion only 
a part of the army, and afforded but 
few opportunities for the difplay either 
of courage or of experience. What army 
in Europe would not have loft its activity 
by a peace of thirty years almoft with
out interruption ? Add to this that the 
Spaniih officers have not the fame means 
of forming themfelves with the French. 
Moft of their garrifons are folitary and 
ill provided, without refource either 
for inftruition or innocent pleafures ; 
the officers have not the privilege of 
the Jemejlr'es * and but feldom obtain 
leave of abfence to regulate theii pri
vate affairs. This is undoubtedly a 
means of making excellent officers of 
thofe who are thus in a iituation unin
terruptedly to perform the duties of their

* Leave of abfence for fix months every year, or 
every fecond year, in France.

G g 3 pro-
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profeffion. But thefe in all countries 
are but few in number ; and in general 
this unvaried and infipid life in the end 
abforbs the faculties and deftroys activity, 
or diverts the mind to improper objects. 
It has befides the inconvenience of ren
dering the fervice lefs defirable, and 
keeping from it thofe to whom a fmaller 
foitunu, 01 a liberal education offers other 
refources. The Spaniih army has lately 
however undergone an advantageous re
volution in this refpedl. The different 
fchools of which I have fpoken, furnifh 
it with perfons of diftinguifhed abilities. 
A martial fpirit has been awakened in the 
nobility of the firft diftindiion ; who em
brace the profeffion of arms, which in 
them is a greater merit than in ours. What 
young French colonel would refign him- 
felf to pafs three or four years at Brian- 
con, Charlemont or Gravelines, remote 
from his family, his affairs, and what 
is ftill more, from the pleafures of the 
capital ? Yet have I known more than 
one grandee of Spain willingly fubmit to 
fiinilar facrifices.

All
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All I have faid of the infantry is ap
plicable to the other corps of the Spaniih 
army. The cavalry confifts of fourteen 
regiments, not including the brigade of 
■carbiniers, railed in 1730- There are 
eight of dragoons. Thefe two corps 
have each an infpedtor. Each regiment 
of cavalry is compofed of four fquadrons, 
which fhould contain a hundred and 
fifty men. Were the corps complete, 
Spain would have an army of thirteen 
thoufand two hundred horfe. I have 
been, however, allured, that in 1776, 
at the approach of a war, which foon 
after took place, there were but eight 
thoufand effective horfe. In time of 
peace, the fix hundred men, of which 
each regiment ought to be compofed, 
are reduced to four hundred and eighty, 
and of this number there are eighty men 
difmounted.

This arrangement was produced by 
the ceconomy of 1768. The refult is, 
that the cavalry is lefs agreeable than 
it otherwife would be to the Spaniards, 
becaufe the new recruits remain three or 

Gg 4 four
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four years on foot, waiting for their 
turn to have fpare horfes. Not with- 
Handing thefe defers, the Spaniih car 
valry may be reckoned amongft thefineft 
in Europe.

The corps of carbiniers deferves the 
attention of connoiifeurs. It only re
quires to be a little better difciplined 
to be equal to the belt regiments of 
cavalry of other kingdoms. It is Ra
tioned in La Mancha, which it never 
leaves but from time to time to be re
viewed by the king, when his majefty is 
at Aranjuez. I was prefent at feveral of 
thefe reviews, and could not but admire 
the beauty, docility, and vivacity of the 
horfes. The carbiniers are befides a 
chofen corps, infpired with the true mi
litary fpirit. But their refidence in 
La Mancha, of which they are, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, become citizens, be
numbs their activity, and is not without 
its ill effects on the morals of the in
habitants.

The cavalry is not eafily mounted in 
Spain as might be fuppofed, from the

,great 
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great celebrity of the Spaniih horfes. It 
is generally faid the breed is degene
rated, and it is certain that fine horfes 
are become more rare. This is attri
buted to the little care that has been 
taken to crofs the breed, and particu
larly to the too great number of ftuds 
of mules bred from the fineft mares in 
the kingdom. The indefatigable ardor 
of thefe animals has given them the 
preference to horfes both with the court 
and individuals, As the ftuds of Spain 
do not produce a fufficient number of 
mules, the deficiency is fupplied by a 
leffer fpecies from fome of the French 
provinces. The ftuds of horfes which 
ftill exift in Andalufia, have been neg- 
ledted, and there are but few, except 
thofe of the king, and the grandees, 
with that his majefty keeps at Aran
juez, which ftill fupport the ancient 
reputation of the breed of Spain.

Nature which has fo liberally be- 
ftowed on Spain all the neceffaries 
and luxuries of life, and has fcarcely 
refufed that kingdom any of the enjoy

ments
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merits that peace permits to be tañed, 
has been equally lavifh in beftowinv all • > o
the materials of which war compoles the 
means of deftruótion; the has given 
iron in abundance, copper, lead, and fait- 
petre, and we ihall fee that this country 
need not be indebted to any other to fup- 
ply its artillery with th efe deftrudtive 
treafurcs.

It is only fince 1710, that the Spaniih 
artillery has taken its prefent form. At 
that period it was collected into one re
giment, compofed of five battalions, with
out including the cadets, who are 
brought up at Segovia. The colonel 
of the regiment is the commander gene
ral, who to the corps of artillery is what 
the infpedtor is. to the infantry, cavalry, 
dragoons, and militia. This place is at 
prefent held by the count de Lacy, a 
general officer, originally from Ireland, 
who had previoufly reprefented the 
Spaniih monarch in feveral northern 
courts, where he was received with an 
attention and rcfpect which he well 
merited. It was faid, on thp occasion 

of
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of his promotion, that after having been 
intrufted out of Spain to advance the 
political interefts of his fovereign, he 
was at length appointed to improve and 
urge the loft reafoning of kings ; alluding 
to the motto on fome of thefe deftrudtive 
engines, the laft refource of kings : ul
tima ratio regum.

His predeceffor, the count of Gazola, 
recalled from Naples by Charles III. 
when he afcended the throne of Spain, 
had begun to make improvements in the 
artillery, which had been negledted 
under Ferdinand VI. like feveral other 
branches of adminiftration. The new 
monarch, wiihing to introduce a reform 
into his arfenals, requeited the count to 
fend him a founder. Mr. Mariz was 
chofen by the miniftry, and made fe
veral great alterations in the Spaniih 
founderies.

He adopted the method of calling the 
cannon folid, and boring them after
wards. Envy created him many diffi
culties, and fome unfuccefsful efforts 

feemed
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feemed to juitify the malevolence with 
which he was received ; for many of the 
cannon cait in this new manner, were 
found defective. He was unpardonably 
culpable in calling a great quantity of 
Mexicon copper, without firft aifuring 
himfelf that the metal was fufficiently 
folid. Mott of thefe cannon failed in 
the proof, and the clamour againft him 
became general. His own courage, and 
the protection of the monarch, fupported 
him under the ftorm ; and he continued 
to employ his belt endeavours in the fer- 
vice of a country to which he had been 
called, though he defpaired of ever be
ing ufeful to it. At length he quitted 
Spain, leaving behind him his method 
and his principles, with all the precau
tions and improvements he had been 
taught by experience. At prefent, even 
his enemies acknowledge that he has 
rendered real fervices to the Spaniih 
artillery.

The manner in which it was directed 
in the late war, particularly at the liege 
of Mahon, proved that this part atleaft 

of 
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of the military art is as well underitood 
in Spain as elfewhere; and it cannot 
but be Hill improved under the aufpices 
of fo aCtive and intelligent a com
mander, whofe zeal is affilted by feveral 
diitinguiihed officers which Spain nei- 
their owes to Ireland nor Italy. Every 
thing necelfary for arfenal ftores may be 
found in the Spaniih dominions. Spain 
has feveral lead-mines, but they are not 
all in a proper Hate to be worked. The 
principal one is that of Linarez, in the 
kingdom of Jaen. It produces much 
more than is fold in Spain for the king’s 
account; and without much effort this 
kingdom might export a thoufand tons 
per annum, though the other mines, in 
their prefent Rate, produce no more 
than four hundred tons.

There are feveral copper mines alfo 
in Spain. That of Rio-Tinto is the molt 
productive ; it fupplies a part of the ar
tillery. But the copper of the Spaniih 
Indies is alfo laid under contribution. 
That of Mexico and Peru is refined 
and manufactured in the two royal foun- 

deries
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deries of Barcelona and Seville. The 
cannon call there have two-thirds of 
Mexican copper to one of that of Peru.

Bifcay and the Pyrenees furniih the 
iron neceflary for the Spaniih artillery. 
The cannon of this metal are call at 
Lierganes and Cavada. The caft iron 
comes from the forges of Eugui and Muga. 
Fire-arms are made in the province of 
Guipuzcoa. Thofe of Catalonia, forged at 
Placentia, and which, difcredited in 
Spain, it is not known for what reafon, 
were fent to Spaniih. America on board 
Catalonian veffels, have regained their 
reputation, and will in future make it 
unneceifary for Spain to have recourfe 
to France to arm her troops. Laftly, 
a manufacture of fword-blades has re
cently been eftabliihed at Toledo, which 
promifes to revive the ancient reputa
tion of the blades of that city.

Spain is one of the richeit countries 
in Europe in falt-petre. La Mancha and 
Arragon had the reputation of furnitli- 
ing this article of an excellent quality.

A French

O F S P A I N. 463
A French company had undertaken the 
preparation of it, and for this purpofe 
fent M. Salvador Dampierre to Spain. 
This agent, although he wanted - not 
talents, failed in his undertaking. He had 
made, on a piece of ground near Ma
drid, fome unfuccefsful experiments, by 
which government wifely profited, prov
ing that if its zeal for the public good 
frequently caufes it to have recourfe to 
foreign aid, it does not always hand in 
need of it to improve what has been 
iketched out. The ground in queftion 
is found to contain falt-petre of a qua
lity fuperior to that of La Mancha and 
Arragon ; in consequence of which a 
manufacture was begun there in 1779, 
which was intruded to the management 
of Don Rofendo Parayuelo, one of the 
commiffioners general of rents. At this 
time it is one of the moil interefting efta- 
bliihments of the capital. Within two 
years it employed four thoufand men to 
carry earth, and boil and purify the 
falt-petre ; which after two boilings is fit 
for making powder. The firft boiling 
requires eight or ten days, but a few 

hours
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hours are fufficient for the fecond. Wa^ 
ter is conveyed in abundance to this 
manufacture by fubterraneous pipes. 
Wood has never been wanting fince the 
director has given this opening to that 
which the inhabitants of the hills of 
Guadarrama did not before even give 
themfelves the trouble of cutting.

The earth which produces the fait- 
petre recovers itfelf with fnrpriiing 
promptitude. The caput mortuum is 
brought to the environs of the manu
facture ; and fometimes in lefs than a 
month the influence of the air, impreg
nated with nitre, renders it fit for a fe
cond operation. It has been remarked, 
that after the wind has blown from a 
certain point, the neighbouring foil be
comes whitened, as if fnow had fallen 
upon it. The frequent removing of the 
earth laid in heaps about the gates of 
Madrid, gives to that fide of the city an 
appearance of negligence and aridity dif- 
agreeable to the eye : but, in this cafe, 
the agreeable is very properly facrificed 
to the ufeful.

The
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The falt-petre is fent to the powder- 

mills in the kingdoms of Valencia, Mur
cia, and Granada, the employment of 
which has been confiderably increafed 
fince the eftabliihment of the mantv 
faCture at Madrid. The proprietors en
gaged annually to furnilh government 
with eleven thoufand quintals of its 
produce. During the war they exceeded 
their engagement, and the director flat- 
tered himfelf, in 1784, that he ihould 
foon furnilh thirty thoufand quintals a 
year. The manufacture, however, could 
not fupply the enormous confumption 
of powder at the camp of St. Rocli ; 
and although thirty thoufand quintals 
were fent thither when the attack was 
to be made on Gibraltar, it was thought 
neceflary to haften the arrival of more 
from Genoa, France, and Holland. But 
if the manufacture of Madrid continues 
to profper, it will not only fupply the 
wants of Spain, but will render gun
powder a confiderable article of expor
tation, provided it receives no fuch 
checks as that of the floating batte
ries, which alone, with one hundred

Vol. I. H h and
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and ninety-two cannon, confumed 
eighteen, thousand quintals.

/

Hitherto the quality of this new 
powder fs incontcftibly good ; it carries 
twice as far as common powder ; for 
which reafon the king of Spain, and the 
infants, make ufe of no other in {hoot
ing; and the king of Naples receives a 
fmall quantity of it by his- couriers, 
who every week fet off from Madrid.

Spaniih America will foon be indé
pendant of the mother country, with 
refpedt to this precious yet pernicious 
commodity, which alternately ferves for 
the pleafures and deftrudtion of man
kind. The prefent minifter of the In
dies has ordered three manufadlures of 
falt-petre to be eftabliihed there, at 
Lima, Mexico, and Santa Fc de Bogota. 
He expedts great fuccefs from the latter, 
which, if the event anfwers his hopes, 
will foon furniih a hundred thoufand 
quintals of powder per annum. He has 
fent to America, for the improvement of 
thefe manu fadlures, the fame Salvador 

Dam-
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Dampierre who failed in his attempts in 
Europe. The fidelity of the Spaniih co
lonies, and the importance of them to 
the parent country merited that thefe 
means of defence ihould be more within 
their reach. May the genius of Spain 
prevent their attempting a lefs innocent 
ufe of them.

The corps of engineers is feparated, as 
in France, from the artillery ; it was not 
eftabliihed before the year 2711. It con
flits of ten directors, ten colonels, 
twenty lieutenant-colonels, thirty cap
tains, forty lieutenants, and forty 
fécond lieutenants ; in all, one hun
dred and fifty officers. The care of the 
fortifications is not fufficient to employ 
even this fmall number of pérfons, and 
they are indifferently employed in mili
tary operations, and in thofe which in 
France exclusively belong to the engi
neers of bridges and caufeways. There 
is one commander for each of thefe 
works ; and he who prefides over the 
works of civil architecture and hydrau- 

H h 2 lies,
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lies, neverthelefs retains his rank in the 
army, although he cannot properly be 
confidered as a military man. The per- 
ion who at prefent holds the place has 
the rank of field-marfhal. The other 
has, under his direblion, the three aca
demies eftabliihed at Barcelona, Oran, and 
Ceuta, for the inftrubtion of engineers, 
and thofe who afpire to that profeffion. 
Before I conclude what I have to obferve 
concerning the Spanifh army, Ifliall fpeak 
of the marks of diftinefion, and rewards, 
conferred upon the officers.

The general officers, have, as I have 
already ôbferved, an uniform very much 
refembling that of a French general. 
The colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and 
majors, wear no epaulettes. ' The former 
have three narrow gold or filver laces 
upon the cuff, the lieutenant-colonels 
two, and the majors only one. The 
captains wear two epaulettes ; the lied- 
tenants,-one upon the right ihoulder ; 
the fécond lieutenants, one upon the 
left, All officers who are not at 
leaft field-marihals are obliged conti- 
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dually to wear their uniform even when 
they appear at court.

According to fome late regulations, 
no perfon can become an officer without 
having been a cadet. The military fchool, 
firft eftabliihed at Avila, and not long 
fmee removed to Port Saint Mary, is 
not fo much intended to inftrubt flu
dents in the firft elements of tactics, as 
to cultivate the difpofitibns of officers, 
whatever may be their age, who have 
the noble emulation of diflinguiihing 
themfelves in the military profeffion, 
in which well-dircbted ftudies, though 
they cannot fupply the want of, may ill 
fome meafure anticipate, experience. 
Nothing is omitted in this academy 
which may conduce to that end ; and 
it is, perhaps, the only inftitution of 
the kind in Europe. I fpeak in favour 
of it with the more pleafure, as its 
founder is no longer fenfible of pane
gyric or adulation.

The kings of Spain have no more 
forgotten the declining years of their 

mill-
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military men than their youth. There 
is a corps of invalids in Spain, as well 
for officers as foldiers ; but the forty-fix: 
companies, of which it is compofed^ are 
diilributed at Madrid, and in the pro
vinces, where they perform an eafy duty. 
Thofe incapable of all fervice form ano
ther corps of twenty-fix companies, di
vided between Seville, Valencia, Lugo, 
and Toro. Both thefe corps are under 
the infpector of the infantry.

In Spain there is no order of knight
hood particularly deitined to the reward 
of officers. The prefent fovereign has, 
however, impofed on himfelf a law to 
confer on none but thefe the four mi
litary orders ; yet, without excluding 
them from that he has himfelf founded. 
But thefe favours abfolutely depend 
upon his pleaiure, and not upon the 
length of fervice. There are befides 
other means of rewarding the old fer- 
vants of the croxVn; the king bellows 
on them penlions or employments ana
logous to their profeffion ; his benefi
cence alfo extends to their widows.

In
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In 1761, he eltabliihed a fund from 

which they receive penfions according 
to the rank of their hufbands. Eigh
teen thoufand reals a year-are paid to 
thofe of captains-general, twelve thou
fand to thofe of lieutenants-general, and 
in proportion to the widows of petty 
officers. This fund, conflits of a grant 
of fix thoufand dobions, about ninety 
thoufand livres (37501.) anterior to its 
eftablifhment ; a contribution of twenty 
per cent, upon what the king receives 
from the fpoils of bifhops, and from the 
revenues of vacant biihopricks ; a de
duction of eight maravedís for each 
crown upon all the penfions enjoyed 
by the fubjedts of the king ; half of 
the firlt year’s pay of all the officers of 
the army ; another dedudtion of eight 
maravedís from each crown of their 
pay; and all the property of officers dy
ing without heirs, or ¡nteílate : a truly 
valuable and beneficial inftitution, which 
by infuri-ng a fubfiitence to the widows 
of officers, without their Handing in 
need of protediion to enforce their claims, 
has greatly encouraged military men to

marry,
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marry, and has had an infiaence, even 
in this refpedt, upon the other clailes of 
fociety.

The place of commandant-general of 
a province is an opening to general offi
cers, but obliges them to almoft a per? 
petual reiidence ; for in Spain, biihops, 
intendants, governors and command rs 
re Gde where they are empl y ed, although 
the reiidence of the fovereign and that 
of the capital have the fame temptations 
for ambition and diilipation as in other 
countries.

All the commandants of provinces 
bear the title of captain-general^ which 
however muit not be confounded with 
that of the firit military rank. They 
commonly receive, but from an abufe, 
the title of vice-roy alfo, which pro
perly belongs to none but the comman
dant of Navarre, and thofe of the prin? 
cipal provinces of Spanifh America.

END OF VOL, I.
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