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RESUMEN (ABSTRACT) 

This paper details the views and perspectives of the teachers on the new design of the course 

Didáctica del Inglés for Pre-Primary Education. These teachers were invited to participate on 

interviews as it was essential to understand their point of view on the changes made to the 

course and to explore interesting areas for further changes and/or possible research. An 

unstructured interview was chosen as it can be particularly useful for getting the story behind 

a participant’s experiences and it allows the interviewer to pursue in-depth information 

around the topic. (Clandinin & Murphy, 2009; McNamara,1999). These interviews were 

meant to be qualitative research interviews that sought to cover both the facts and meaning 

behind the words used by the participants (Brinkman, 2018; Atkins & Wallace, 2012). The 

programme AQUAD was used for data collection and treatment. The interviews showed a 

divide in general between the two professors of the four morning groups and the three 

professors of the three afternoon groups on the issues of methodologies, class materials and 

assignments and assessment. It became clear that in many cases, other underlying issues were 

at the heart of this divide such as student language proficiency and student characteristics: 

younger vs. older, and professional profile vs. student profile. The results show a need to 

continue modifying aspects of the course Didáctica del Inglés to facilitate the teaching-

learning processes for all students. 

 

Palabras clave: English, Pre-Primary, unstructured interviews, future teachers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

This is the second part of a two-year study regarding the course Didáctica del Inglés in the 

Pre-Primary Teacher Education degree at the University of Alicante. The main objective was 

to take an account of the changes in the course and this study details the views and 

perspectives of the teachers on the new course (Krichesky & Murillo, 2018) and to explore 

interesting areas for further changes or possible research on the course Didáctica del Inglés. 

For this reason, an unstructured interview provided the best option (Brinkman, 2018; Clandin 

& Murphy 2009, Kvale,1996) and the main task would be to understand the meaning of what 

the participants wanted to share.  

There were many concerns regarding the new course as many factors affect the teaching- 

learning process at university level (Monroy & Hernández, 2014).  

a) changes in class materials, methodology and assessment could produce reluctance to 

participate in communicative activities Peacock (1998, 2001)  

b) Dissatisfaction with the teaching methods in the classroom could show resistance to 

participating in the activities (Canagarajah, 1993). 

c) The difference between the perception of the importance of pair work in the classroom 

between teachers and students (Hawkey, 2006). 

d) The teaching styles of the teachers coupled with the new methodology could also be 

discrepant with students’ styles and expectations (Peacock, 2001; Jiménez & Márquez, 

2014, Monroy & Hernández, 2014). 

 

2. OBJETIVES 

Therefore, there are two main objectives of this study which include:  

1) to gather the viewpoints and experiences of the professors regarding the changes made to 

the course; 

2) to ascertain if there is a need for further changes or further research on the course Didáctica 

del Inglés for Pre-Primary Education.  

 

3. METHODO 

3.1. Participants: Five professors were invited to participate: there were two male 

teachers and three female teachers. All have worked at the Faculty of Education at the 

University of Alicante for at least three years and all but one had previous teaching 
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experience in the public education system for an additional ten years at the levels of 

Primary, Secondary and Vocational Education. In addition, all of the participants, but one, 

had collaborated on the reworking of the course the previous year.  

3.2. Data collection: The treatment of the data from the unstructures interviews was done 

with AQUAD 7 (Huber & Gürtler, 2013) which enables the possibility of identifying 

categories and facilitates the interpretation of the data collected.  

3.3. Analysis: The data was codified to maintain participant anonymity and each 

interview had an alphanumeric code: uaprofinf000 (University of Alicante, professor, 

Infantil, questionnaire number). Categories and their components are identified and 

discussed. 

 

4. RESULTS 

Due to the limited number of participants and the objectives of the study, only 100% 

absolutes were considered, therefore four main categories appeared in the data analysis: 1) 

course organization (materials, topics, assignments), 2) the English language level of the 

students, 3) course evaluation, and 4) students pairwork / collaboration. It should be noted 

that the initial results of the interviews showed a sharp divide between the responses of the 

professors of the morning groups (uaprofinf001 and uaprofinf002) and the afternoon groups 

(uaprofinf003, uaprofinf004 and uaprofinf005) to many of the issues that appeared in 

common. The categories are subdivided by different specific issues that were reflected by all 

the participants. 

 

5. CONCLUSIONES 

The two main objectives of this study were to gather the viewpoints and experiences of the 

professors regarding the changes made to the course to be able to ascertain if there is a need 

for further changes or further research on the course Didáctica del Inglés for Pre-Primary 

Education. The identification of four main categories and the specific issues in each one 

helped identify the changes that need to be made to the course. 

There are limitations to the study, mainly the number of participants and the uneven 

distribution of groups among the participating professors. Nevertheless, the results from the 

interviews have led to a need to consider the different characteristics of the students across all 

groups to: a) reconsider the approach to the student presentations of the course syllabus in 



Memorias del Programa de Redes-I3CE. Convocatoria 2017-18.  ISBN: 978-84-09-07041-1 

 2136 

each session, b) to include the tools (glossaries, mind-maps) necessary in the class materials, 

and c) to reconsider the timing for pair work activities. It is also necessary to bear in mind 

student characteristics: younger vs. older, or professional profile vs. student profile (Jiménez 

& Márquez, 2014). Older students who balance a job with studies may not have previous 

English language skills or time for pair work on class assignments. These results make it 

possible to explore interesting areas for further changes and further research on the course 

Didáctica del Inglés for Pre-Primary Education.  

  

6. TASKS 

Table 1. Participants and tasks 

PARTICIPANTE 

DE LA RED 

TAREAS QUE DESARROLLA 

María José 

Roman Pomares 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía y materiales, enlaces, 

recursos, etc. para la asignatura 17111. Profesora de un grupo y 

participante en la entrevista del estudio.  

Javier Fernández 

Molina 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía y creación de materiales 

(temas) para la asignatura 17111. Profesor de un grupo y participante en 

la entrevista del estudio. Análisis y  redacción del estudio. 

María Teresa 

Mollá Diez 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía, diseño de la asignatura 

y creación de materiales (temas) y prácticas para la asignatura 17111. 

Profesora de un grupo y participante en la entrevista del estudio 

Maria Laguna 

Segovia 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía, diseño de la asignatura 

y creación de materiales (temas) y prácticas para la asignatura 17111. 

José Luis 

Navarro Piqueras 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía y materiales, enlaces, 

recursos, etc. para la asignatura 17111 

Ignacio Cirauqui 

Ribes 

Participante en la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía y materiales, enlaces, 

recursos, etc. para la asignatura 17111. Profesor de un grupo y 

participante en la entrevista del estudio. 

María Tabuenca 

Cuevas 

Coordinación de la red. Búsqueda de bibliografía, diseño de la asignatura 

y creación de materiales (temas) y prácticas para la asignatura 17111. 

Profesora de un grupo y participante en la entrevista del estudio. Análisis 

y  redacción del estudio. 
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