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In recent years, the study of different aspects related to the behaviour of microalgae has received renewed interest due to the wide field of application of these mi
Algae cultures have been principally developed as an important source of many products, such as aguaculture feeds, human food supplements, and pharmaceutica
also been suggested as a very good candidate for fuel production. The process of recovering the cells from the culture solution is an important factor in the de
cost and quality of the products. The harvesting of algal cells by flocculation is a more convenient process than conventional methods such as centrifugation:
because it allows the treatment of large quantities of culture [1].

The aim of this work is to study the effectiveness of different flocculants commonly used in the wastewater treatme; Experimental conditions:
for the recovery of microalgae. Several experimental conditions have been studied, such as pH, concentration ¢
flocculant, sedimentation time, etc. The microalga used in this study is a Nannochloropsis sp. from water of the gulf ¢
Mazarrén (Spain). The flocculants employed in this work were FeCl36H,0 and Aly(SO,);:18H,0. F -Coagulation process: 1 min, 300 rpm
chitosan, a cationic polyelectrolyte has been used for the microalgae harvesting. The different comlgloun s hav “Floculation process: 3 min, 10-15 rpm
evaluated at five different concentration of flocculant values ranging from 10 to 170 ppm and eac
been tested at three different pH ranging from 6.5 to 10. ! v -Sedimentation process: 20 min, 0 rpm
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