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The Presidents’ Forum: Advancing 
Chemistry through Global 
Cooperation
by Javier García Martínez

During our past General Assembly in The Hague, 
IUPAC took a significant step forward in fostering 
international cooperation among chemical societies 
by launching the inaugural Presidents’ Forum. This 
initiative aims to bring together the leaders of chemi-
cal societies and federations from around the world to 
collectively address key issues in chemistry, with the 
goal of fostering mutual cooperation and increasing the 
global impact of chemistry for the betterment of human-
kind and the planet.

The creation of the Presidents´ Forum was one 
of the ideas included in the final report of the Review 
Group, which was approved first by IUPAC Executive 
Committee and then by our Bureau in 2021 [1]. As 
stated in this document, the Presidents´ Forum is an 
opportunity for “IUPAC to exercise its convening role 
in global chemistry to show leadership and coordina-
tion of international initiatives”. From a more personal 
experience, I would say that over the years I have 
observed that many presidents of chemical societies 
regularly attend IUPAC General Assemblies but don’t 
have a dedicated platform to interact, share projects, 
and explore opportunities for collaboration. Therefore, 
this global forum is an opportunity to create a space 
where like-minded leaders can come together across 
geographical boundaries and institutional affiliations 
and take advantage of their presence at our General 

Assembly. The Presidents’ Forum aims to foster a spirit 
of camaraderie, efficiency, and collaboration among 
peers who share a common passion for the advance-
ment of chemistry. 

The purpose of bringing together the presidents of 
chemical societies from around the world goes beyond 
mere formality; it is an avenue for substantive dialogue, 
knowledge sharing and strategic planning. At the core 
of this initiative is the desire to enhance the collective 
impact and effectiveness of the chemical societies in 
their quest to continue to contribute to improving human 
well-being while creating a more sustainable future 
through chemistry. The essence of the Presidents’ 
Forum encapsulates a shared mission to promote 
chemistry’s central role in the advancement of society.

It is important to understand that the Presidents’ 
Forum stands apart from the routine business of the 
IUPAC Council. While the Council meeting remains an 
integral part of the IUPAC General Assembly, made up of 
IUPAC National Adhering Organizations, which in many 
cases are not the chemical societies of those countries, 
the Presidents’ Forum is an autonomous meeting, 
organised under the umbrella of IUPAC, but with an 
independent focus. This distinctiveness is essential to 
maintain an atmosphere conducive to open and frank dis-
cussion, not constrained by formalities. The Presidents’ 
Forum is designed to facilitate candid exchanges of 
information, innovative ideas, and collaborative projects. 
This inclusive platform seeks to harness the collective 
wisdom of leaders who recognize the transformative 
potential of chemistry in shaping our world.

During our last General Assembly in The Hague, 
I had the privilege of welcoming more than 30 

 Group picture of the participants in the inaugural Presidents´ Forum during the 52nd IUPAC General Assembly in The Hague 
on August 22, 2023.
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representatives of chemical societies and federations 
from around the world to the first Presidents’ Forum 
on 22 August. I opened the meeting by introducing 
this initiative, outlining its objectives and emphasising 
the significance of the occasion. Each delegate intro-
duced themselves by name and the organisation they 
represent, demonstrating the diversity of the chemical 
societies present. This introductory session laid the 
foundation for a constructive and inclusive dialogue.

A key issue discussed during the Forum was the 
adoption of FAIR data principles in chemistry. I took the 
opportunity to stress the importance of translating data 
into standardised digital formats, especially in the age 
of artificial intelligence and data science. The need for 
interdisciplinary frameworks and interoperability in line 
with the FAIR principles was underlined. The challenge 
of creating common standards for digital management 
across research groups and data science communities 
worldwide was highlighted [2]. Participants raised con-
cerns about data security and ethical considerations. I 
clarified that international efforts involving stakeholders 
such as companies, research organisations and the 
European Union are already underway to address these 
concerns. In particular, I mentioned the WorldFAIR 
project, on which we are working with CODATA (the 
Committee on Data of the International Science Council) 
and RDA (the Research Data Alliance) to develop a set 
of case studies to advance the implementation of the 
FAIR data principles. This initiative was highlighted as 

a crucial step forward, not only for chemistry, but also 
for the wider scientific community.

After some discussion on how to involve the var-
ious chemical societies in this initiative, we talked 
about the establishment of the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Chemicals, Waste, and Pollution Prevention. 
I took the opportunity to present the purpose and work 
of the Panel, emphasising its focus on sound chemi-
cals and waste management and pollution prevention. 
Participants shared their insights on challenges related 
to definitions of hazardous waste and the need for con-
sensus to reduce pollution. I then invited the Presidents’ 
Forum participants to remain in contact with their gov-
ernments to coordinate action at the national level, and 
outlined IUPAC’s role in proposing panel members and 
its efforts to contribute to the effective and impactful 
functioning of this UN initiative. I encouraged partici-
pants to learn more about this UN initiative and to read 
the article I wrote for Chemistry International on this 
new panel [3].

Delegates also raised concerns about the state of 
chemistry education, in particular the declining number 
of students in STEM subjects and the public percep-
tion of chemistry in different countries. Participants 
highlighted initiatives aimed at countering negative 
stereotypes and promoting chemistry as an essential 
discipline for societal progress. The need for chemi-
cal societies to work together and share resources to 
address challenges and increase the attractiveness of 

Participants of the inaugural Presidents´ Forum discuss the various issues included in the agenda´s meeting.
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chemistry education was recognised. In this regard, 
Uday Maitra from India proposed that IUPAC create 
and curate a website to serve as a database and repos-
itory of the activities of the various chemical societies 
and federations, a proposal that received unanimous 
support.

The meeting, which lasted an hour and a half, 
was the first step in establishing a more direct and 
collaborative relationship between IUPAC and the 
various chemical societies and federations. Its inau-
gural meeting marked a significant step towards 
global cooperation among chemical societies and 
was a momentous event in the history of chemistry.
Reminiscent of the meetings of the International 
Association of Chemical Societies (IACS) in the 
early 20th century, it is the first time that the presi-
dents of chemical societies have come together to 
discuss issues of common interest. This landmark 
event heralds a new chapter of unity and coopera-
tion, paving the way for future interactions that will 
foster cross-border partnerships, synergistic projects 
and lasting friendships to facilitate the exchange of 
ideas, address critical issues and collectively steer 
the field of chemistry towards a more impactful and 
harmonious future. As chemistry continues to play an 
essential role in shaping the world, the Presidents’ 
Forum stands as a beacon of unity and cooperation 
to further its progress. 

The unprecedented times in which we find our-
selves make the Presidents’ Forum even more relevant. 
As a global community, we face challenges and oppor-
tunities that require collective wisdom, collaborative 
innovation and unity of purpose. The inaugural ses-
sion of the Presidents´ Forum was indeed an historic 
meeting, where we not only discussed critical issues, 
but also planted the seeds for a more collaborative and 
impactful future for the world of chemistry.
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 A moment of 
the Presidents´ 
Forum in which the 
representative of 
the Italian Chemical 
Society, Gianluca 
Farinola, asked a 
question to IUPAC 
President Javier 
García Martínez. 


