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TWO LEAD COINS WITH THE LEGEND N-CALECI FROM
SERTORIAN FORTS OF THE ROMAN CIVIL WARS IN

HISPANIA w

Carolina DOMENECH-BELDA" & Feliciana SALA-SELLES’

Abstract - We here consider two lead coins with
the inscription, N-CALECI, which were found in
archaeological contexts in two Roman forts located
on the southeast coast of Hispania, in association
with materials typical of military contexts. They were
built the forces of Q. Sertorius towards the end of his
war with the forces of the Roman Senate, between

72 and 70 BCE. The archaeological context provides
information useful for understanding the chronology
and circulation of these coins. The whole series of
lead coins with the legend N-CALECI was possibly
made in south-east Hispania. Lead may have been
used to make these coins because bronze and silver
coins had become scarce.

Keywords: Lead coins - Hispania - Q. Sertorius - Roman civil wars - Roman forts - Hercules - Vulcan -

N-CALECI

Résumé - Nous présentons ici deux monnaies en
plomb portant linscription N-CALECI provenant
de contextes archéologiques de deux forts romains
construits sur la cote sud-est de I'Hispania, et
découvertes en association avec des artefacts
typiques de contextes militaires. Ces fortifications
furent construites par les troupes de Q. Sertorius
vers la fin de la guerre lopposant aux troupes du

Sénat romain, entre 72 et 70 av. J.-C. Le contexte
archéologique fournit des informations utiles quant a
la compréhension de la chronologie et de la circulation
de ces monnaies. Toute la série des monnaies en plomb
a la légende N-CALECI a probablement été produite
dans le sud-est de 'Hispania. Le plomb pourrait avoir
été utilisé comme métal monétaire au moment de la
raréfaction des monnaies de bronze et d’argent.

Mots clés : Monnaies en plomb - Hispania - Q. Sertorius - guerres civiles romaines — forts romains - Hercule

-Vulcain - N-CALECI

(1 This work was carried out in the framework of the HAR-2015-67111-P 67111-P, and PROMETEQO/2019/035
LIMOS project, financed by the Generalitat Valenciana.
Institute of Research in Archeology and Historical Heritage, University of Alicante. We are grateful to
Clive Stannard (Brussels), member of the scientific committee of the JAN, and to Christine Hoét-van
Cauwenberghe (Université de Lille) for the epigraphic commentaries.
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1. LEAD COINS AND TESSERAE IN THE SPANISH CONTEXT

Coin-like lead objects (that is, disk-shaped, with images or lettering or one on both sides)
are a well-known feature of Roman material culture. They occur in many different places,
and their function needs to be investigated on a case by case basis. A minority are believed to
have been coins with a monetary function, and some of these may have been issued by formal
authorities, though most were informal. We here publish two lead coins with the legend,
N-CALECI, used in military forts towards the end of the Sertorian war in Hispania. For clarity,
will use the following terms: “plomos”, the congeries of lead grandes plomos monetiformes
found in Ulterior Baetica,""! some of which appear to have had a monetary function, others
not; “tesserae”, similar objects that had a variety of non-monetary functions;"? and “coins”,
or “pieces”, then their use is uncertain.

A few mints in southern Hispania made lead coins with the types of their bronze coins.
The reasons of their issue are uncertain: perhaps economic emergency or a lack of bronze. In
other instances, the legends on these pieces do not relate to coins in any other metal®l. Such
lead coins do not concern us here, but they show that the coins of N-CALECI are not a unique
phenomenon in the Spanish context.

The grandes plomos monetiformes are a phenomenon specific to Ulterior Baetica. Unlike the
tesserae from Rome and Ostia, which were cast in moulds, the plomos were struck between
dies. The largest group, as proposed Casariego et al. 1987, have in the past often been described
as “plomos de las minas’, and associated with the mines of the Sierra Morena. They are found
in the valley of the River Baetis, mostly around Corduba, in an area where the Romans mined
silver/lead ores (fig. 1, and see, in particular, Stannard et al. 2021, p. 55, fig. 1). The main
reason for this proposed attribution, however, was iconographic: the frequent use of Vulcan
as a type, and particularly the image of an often-ithyphallic man walking with a shovel on
his shoulder and ringing a bell, which was interpreted as a miner off to work. Stannard has
shown, however, that this image is certainly not of a miner, but a furnacator, or stoker of
hypocausts, and that Vulcan, the furnacator and an associated image of two strigils and an
aryballos, are found both on the Spanish plomos and on a large group of bronze and lead
pieces from Latium, where they obviously have nothing to do with mining.* Because this
iconography is found only in these two places, he has called these the Italo-Baetican series,
and dated them from ¢.140/130 to 70/50. Fig. 2, taken from Casariego et al. 1987, shows a
number of the Spanish issues: for Vulcan, nos. 6, 7 and 9; and for the furnacator, nos. 1,2, 3,
4,9, 10, of which 3 and 4 are ithyphallic. Note the inscription, P-S, on nos. 1 and 2, to which
we will return.

[ The first systematic study of this phenomenon is Casariego et al. 1987. See also Stannard ef al. 2017, catalogue.

(2] Rostowtzew 1903 published a corpus of lead tesserae of the imperial period, mainly from Rome and Ostia.
He distinguished four groups: 1) the “official tesserae”, vouchers granting a right to receive products from
public storehouses; 2) similar “municipal tesserae”; 3) “show tesserae” or entrance tickets to games; and 4)
“private tesserae” of various types: gaming pieces, calculi to cast accounts, or entrance tickets to baths and
other places. It was sometimes suggested that the lead “erotic tesserae” and the bronze spintriage may have
been used in brothels, but this seems unlikely. For a status quaestionis: de Callatay 2021, and for critics of
this idea: van Berchem (1936) and Virlouvet (1988).

Bl Garcia Bellido 2001 et al., p. 77-78.

4 For an analysis of the Italo-Baetican imagery and of the inscription, P-S: Stannard 2019. For role of the Italo-
Baetican series in trade between the Roman port of Minturnae, at the mouth of the River Garigliano, on the
border between Latium and Campania, and the nature and role of the plomos in Baetica: Stannard et al. 2019
and Stannard et al. 2021.
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Fig. 2 - Grandes plomos monetiformes
of the Italo-Baetican issues, mistakenly
called “series of mines”

On the basis of this iconography, Garcia Bellido had proposed that a number of bronze coins
were used on the mines. Fig 2, no. 9, with the furnacator, is one of these. She described such
plomos as “plomos mineros”, saying that “in significant mining and agricultural companies
they needed and depended on a monetary economy, and when there were not enough coins
or specific ones, they issued something that replaced it in its function” . Casariego et al. 1987

1 Garcia Bellido 1986, p. 26.
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then isolated what it considered to be “series of the mines”. However, Stannard has since
catalogued all these as Italo-Baetican issues, including the pieces that are the focus of this
paper,® but, as we now assign them to a Sertorian military context, they are best regarded
as a separate, military phenomenon. Some of these issues have monetary value!”; others are
almost certainly tesserae.

The idea that coins were associated with the mines has also been independently questioned
by others, For example, in his study on the Rio Tinto mining area, de la Hoz concludes that
while some Iberian coins, specifically those of Castulo!®, are frequently found in Roman
mining areas', this does not necessarily mean that they were issued as “mining coins”. He
points to the fact that many are found far from the mines."”

If notissued for the mines, what was the function of the plomos? Garcia Bellido also proposed
reading the P-S legend on the plomos as societas publica, which seems likely. She associated
this societas not with mining but with agriculture."!! Stannard has recently discussed the P-S
legend in detail, and suggests that the societas was based in Cordoba, probable between 80
and 49 BCE, and dealt with the management of common agricultural lands. Garcia Bellido
also identified a group of lead pieces as “plomos agricolas”, because they showed amphorae,
modii, or other symbols relating to agriculture, or carried initials also found on Dressel 20
amphorae used to transport oil from Baetica.'” She supposed that these amphorae are also
those that appear on the lead pircrd. She suggested their use in agrarian communities that, in
her opinion, functioned and were organized in the same way as the mining communities*!.

There are also a group of lead tesserae with agricultural types that are not part of the Italo-
Baetican plomos: Mora proposes as the context of their issue the production and transport of
Baetican oil in the second and first centuries CE!".

Archaeological contexts for the various groups of Baetican lead pieces are few, but such
information is slowly building up. Mora (2003) has published a large group of lead tesserae
from the excavations of the baths at Alameda (Malaga). Stannard et al. (2017) have published
an Italo-Baetican plomo with an Iberian legend found in the context of the mid-first century
BCEin the Iberian oppidum of Enguera at Castell Menor, above modern Xativa, near Valencia.
To these must now be added the specimens of the series with the legend, N-CALEDI, which
we discuss here!™, which come from well-understood contexts: Roman forts of the first civil
wars on the Southeast coast of Hispania Citerior, c. 80-70 BCE (fig. 3). This new data helps
clarify the use of these specific series.

ol Stannard et al. 2017, catalogue nos. 69-71.
[ Self-evidently ibid., no. 10, which has four dots for a triens, and no. 20 with three dots for a quadrans.

8] Castulo is for the moment the only mint which has been known to have issued coins specifically for the
mining industry. (Arboledas 2010, p. 49).

1 A known case is that of the mine of La Loba (Fuente Obejuna, Cérdoba). See F. Chavez and P. Otero (2002).

19 Dela Hoz 2011, p. 158-159. In a non-Spanish context, Woytek 2004 has re-interpreted the Balkan issues of
Antoninus Pius in the name of the Imperial metalla as military issues.

Ml Garcia Bellido 1986, p. 26.

21 Ibid., loc. cit.

W1 Ibid., loc. cit.

41 Mora 2004, p. 533-34; 2005, p. 519.

151 This series is also discussed in detail in Rodriguez 2017.
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Fig. 3 - Location of the castella of the southeast coast of Hispania Citerior during the Sertorian
wars (made by A. Morillo and F. Sala 2019; drawing by S. Bayo)

2. THE LEAD COIN FROM THE TOSSAL DE LA CALA

The coin illustrated in fig. 4""¢ was discovered in the fort of Tossal de la Cala (Benidorm,
Alicante) (fig. 5), in room 10B, during the excavations of 2015. The room is part of a great
building aligned with other buildings against the northern wall of the fort. In the tradition of
Roman military architecture, it could be a building used for administration of the garrison.
The buildings are accessed from a street that ran in an east-west direction.

This lead coin has a diameter of 30 mm and a weighs 48.6 grammes. The anepigraphic
obverse depicts a male head right wearing an animal skin. There is a quadrantal value-mark
(three dots) behind the head. This head can most plausibly be identified as the Hercules
wearing the lion’s skin, and what is most likely a club ornamented with ribbons on the
reverse would appear to confirm this interpretation.!” Hercules was also the standard Roman
quadrantal type.

The reverse image that is described in Casariego et al. as a club with blades crossed behind
it. Garcia Bellido sees a small bag of coins tied with a string""¥; and Rodriguez an ointment

el A specimen of Stannard et al. 2017, catalogue no. 70; Casariego et al. 1987, p. 34, 5 & pl. 37, 4; Rodriguez
2017, p. 78, type M.

171 Garcia Bellido 1993, p. 165, suggested instead Sucellus, a divinity of Gaelic origin whose cult is frequently
documented in Gaul, especially in the Rhone and Sadne Valleys, in Upper-Germania, and in York and
Dacia. He carries a hammer or mallet and wears a wolf’s skin. His attributes include small bag of money, a
cask and a dog. As a chthonic god, she proposed associating him with mining.

18] Garcia Bellido 1986, p. 26; 1993.
91 Rodriguez 2017, p. 81.
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Fig. 4 - Lead coin Fig. 5 - Castellum of Tossal de la Cala at the
from Tossal de la Cala top of the coastal hill (Benidorm, Alicante);
(Benidorm, Alicante). to the right, the construction that would have
Photo: MARQ served as a jetty for Roman ships

jar closed with a stopper with two “antennas” from which two ribbons hang. The legend
N. CALECI encircles the image.

The club motif is common throughout the Ancient World. It is also found on an issue of
lead pieces from Majorca of the first century BCE, published by Trilla and Calero 2008, which
they consider may have had a monetary function (fig. 6). Specimens of this series have also
been found in the sea off Amoladeras, Cabo de Palos, Cartagena.> One piece from Majorca
shows the club with a rope or ribbons coming from behind and the Latin legend NV-DI'AG
o NV-DI'AC®?", which, by its type and the lay-out of the legend, looks somewhat similar to
the N-CALECI coin.

Fig. 6 - Lead coin from Mallorca,
with a reverse type of Hercules’ club;
Trilla & Calero 2008, p. 74, no. 4

(201 Sinner et al. 2020.
21 Trilla & Calero 2008, p. 78, n° 14.
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settlement

wall | ~ wall 1l wall' Tl

Fig. 7 - View of the ancient Dianium harbor (Denia, Alicante) from the second wall of the
hill-fort of Penya de I'Aguila and aerial view of the three walls and the settlement

Fig. 8 - Lead piece from the Penya de I'Aguila (Denia, Alicante)

Fig. 9 - Lead coin with the legend, N-CALECI, from Penya de I'Aguila (Denia, Alicante)
Photo: "Soler Blasco” Archaeological and Ethnographic Museum in Javea (Alicante)

Fig. 10 - As of Valentia found with the lead coin in fig. 9, from Penya de I'Aguila (Denia,
Alicante)
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3. THE LEAD COIN FROM PENYA DE L’AGUILA

The fort of Penya de I’Aguila (Denia, Alicante) is located at an altitude of 470 meters on a
rise that dominates the port of Dianium and the Gulf of Valencia (fig. 7). Two lead coins, now
kept at the Museo Arqueoldgico y Etnografico “Soler Blasco” in Javea (Alicante), were found
in this fort.

One piece, with a diameter of 26 mm and a weight of 12.2 grammes, is virtually unreadable;
there is perhaps a bearded head right on the obverse (fig. 8). The second was studied and
published in Falcé & Casabo 1989. It is a coin, a specimen of Rodriguez 2017, p. 79, type P
(fig. 9), found with an as of the mint of Valencia struck by C.-LVCIEN Q-MVNI, which
Ripolles dates to c. 138/125 BCE® (fig. 10). It is a sporadic find from the western end of the
archaeological site, the inhabited sector of the fort, about half a hectare with square shaped
rooms visible on the surface, inserted in an extension of 2.5 ha fortified by three thick parallel
walls. It is 21.9 mm in diameter and weighs 9.02 grammes. The obverse shows a bearded and
diademed head of Jupiter right, with the ribbon tying the diadem visible to the left;'**! there is
a quadrantal value-mark, three dots, below the bust. The reverse is a cornucopia with hanging
bunches of grapes; the legend, N-CALE, is visible down left, but any continuation is off the
flan to the right. The reverse cornucopia is similar that on the as of Valentia, but lacks the
lightning-bolt on which it is charged. A cornucopia is a very usual Roman image, but the fact
that the lead coin and the as were found together is interesting.

4. THE COINS WITH THE LEGEND N-CALECI

Fig. 11 lists the 11 known lead coins with the legend, N-CALECI?¥; fig. 12 illustrates a number
of these. Two are from Andalusia; two are sporadic surface finds from near Cartagena; one
is probably from the province of Murcia; and there are two pieces studied here from the
Tossal de la Cala and the Penya de I’Aguila. There is no useful information regarding the
remaining three pieces. Fig. 1 shows the known find-spots on a map; they are mainly in
southeast Hispania.

We can differentiate two groups on the basis on their iconography and metrology. Group 1
uses the club on the reverse®!. All carry the quadrantal three dots behind the head. Weights
range between 40 and 48.6 grams and diameters between 30 and 32 mm. The lead coin from
the Tossal de la Cala is in this group. Group II uses a cornucopia reverse. Group II.1, with a
Vulcan-head obverse, has a diameter of 38 mm and a weight of 97.5 grammes. Group 11.2,
with a Jupiter-head obverse, ranges in weight from 8.4 to 12.23 grammes and in diameter
from 20 to 24 mm.

Group II, like Group I, appear to be quadrantes, with the probable exception of Group II.1
(no. 6), which is so much heavier and lacks a value-mark. Its value was probably higher.

The legend, N-CALECI, cannot be attributed to a person with any certainty. The praenomen
N is the abbreviation for Numerius (Lassére 2007, 1, p. 84). Common under the Republic,
it became rare in the imperial era and seems used in some patrician families, especially in
the gens Fabia, although it is also attested among the Valerii and Furii. Rodriquez following

(221 Weight: 15.2 g; diameter: 27.2 mm. Die axis: 10. Type: Ripollés 1988 n°19a.

231 Falco & Casab6 (1989, 68) described as the bearded head of Vulcan, laureated or with a diadem with tongs
in front and below three dots.

4 Rodriguez 2017, p. 77, fig. 2.
221 Which Garcia Bellido interpreted as a tied bag of coins, the attribute of Sucellus.
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Diam.

Thick.

Value-

Group N Origin @) | e | o) mark Reference
Tosal de La Cala Garcia Bellido 1986, 24.
1 (Benidorm, 48.60 | 30 7.5 | Three dots | Casariego 6.
Alicante) Riguez 2017, M5
Palas (Fuente Garcia Bellido 1986, 24.
2 Alamo, Murcia) 40.62 | 30 7.38 | Three dots | Casariego 6. Rodriguez
’ 2017, M2
I Garcia Bellido 1986, 24.
Obverse: Hercules. |3 Cayon collection 40 32 Three dots | Casariego 6. Rodriguez
Reverse: club/bag Ao b0
WWW. Garcia Bellido 1986, 24.
4 identificacion_ 4330 | 30 Three dots | Casariego 6. Rodriguez
numismatica.com 2017, M3
WWW. Garcia Bellido 1986, 24.
5 identificacion_ Casariego 6. Rodriguez
numismatica.com 2017, M4

IL.1 Villaronea Garcia Bellido 1986, 23.

Obverse: Vulcan 6 18 97.50 | 38 None Casariego 6 bis.
. collection ;
Reverse: cornucopia Rodriguez 2017, G1.

Penya de L’Aguila Falco & Casabd 1989.

/ (Denia, Alicante) 9.02 22 96| Mtsedlels Rodriguez 2017, P2
Caldera Pérez

Falco & Casabd 1989.

8 (Cartggena, 12.23 21 5.25 Rodriguez 2017, P1
Murcia)

I1.2 9 Province of 9.06 24 Falc6 & Casabd 1989.
Obverse: Jupiter Murcia ’ Rodriguez 2017, P3
Reverse: cornucopia T

10 |identificacion 84 | 20 Falc6 & Casabo 1989.
. . ’ Rodriguez 2017, P4
numismatica.com
Falc6 & Casabo 1989
11 Cores collection Stannard et al., 2017, 71

(Cores coll.)

Fig. 11 - Known specimens of lead coins with the N-CALECI legend

Vera, notes that the legend may refer to a CALECIVS or CALECIANVS, both names known
epigraphically; the latter variant is known from a fundvs caleciano owned by a rich Italian
family (Rodriguez 2017, p, 79 ; Vera 1999, p. 1012). This gentilice Calicius/Calecius, rare, is
present in Africa and is found under the form CALICI (or CILICI?) in an inscription painted
on an amphora for Baetican fish sauce, dated to the first quarter of the first century CE, which
was found in Narbonne. This names the owner of the workshop where the preparation of
fish transported in the amphora was made (Liou 1993, n° PN18, p. 140-143). There is one
record of this gentilice in imperial times, Ex of(f)ic[inis] / Caleci[anis?], in the Epigraphik-
Datenbank Clauss / Slaby, from Leon /Legio / Legio VIII Gemina'®. Note in passing that
Plutarch?”), evoking the inhabitants of Galicia, speaks of Calecians.

(28] Publication: AE 1928, 00172; EDCS-ID: EDCS-16200668.
271 Life of Caesar, XII.
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Fig. 12 - Lead coins with legend, N-CALECI. 1. Tossal de La Cala (Marq). Pallas, Fuente
Alamo (Rodriguez 2017); 3 and 6. Andalucia (Garcia Bellido 1993); 4. http://www.
identificacion-numismatica.com/t16461-plomo-monetiforme-n-cal-eci. Penya de I'Aguila
(Javea Museum); 11. Stannard et al. 2017, 71

Garcia Bellido, because of her proposed identification of the obverse head of Group I, as
the Gallo-Roman god, Sucellus, associated the coin with mining, and proposed that it was
made by a Gaul living in Hispania who owned a mine?®). However, as we have seen, none of
the plomos refer to mining, and the discovery of the pieces at Tossal de la Cala and Penya de
I’Aguila in reliable stratigraphic contexts within military settlements related to the Sertorian
wars, far from the mining centres, shows that they come from a military rather than from a
mining context.

(28] Garcia Bellido 1993, p. 166-67.
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Fig. 13 - Weapons, personal objects, tools and bronze vessels found in the coastal forts of Penya
de ’Aguila (n° 1, 4, 6, 8-9, 11-12, 17-18 & 20-26), Passet de Segaria (7) and Tossal de la Cala
(n° 2-3, 5, 10, 13-14, 19 & 27): 1-2, pila; 3, gladius; 4-6, spear tips and bottoms; 7, lead sling
bullets; 8, scorpio or manuballista tips; 9, bronze plate for cavalry or belt; 10-11, bone and
iron rings; 12, lighter; 13, bulla; 14, spatulate probe; 15-16 ¢ 19, jug handles and footstool; 17,
Montefortino helmet paragnatide; 18, handle, edge and base of strainer; 20, crowbar; 21, hoe;
22, knife; 23, axe; 24, pincer; 25, dolabra; 26, basin base; 25, saw.
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5. LEAD COINS, COASTAL FORTS AND THE SERTORIAN CONFLICT

In 83 BCE, Sertorius arrived as praetor of Hispania Citerior. Following Sulla’s seizure of power
in Rome, his appointment was revoked and Sertorius became a rebel who fought against the
dictator. Pressed by an army sent by Sulla, he fled to Mauritania, only to return in 80 BCE,
after a series of successful campaigns. He was initially victorious, despite the arrival in 79 BCE
of Q. Caecilius Metellus Pius with two legions and many auxiliary troops. The Roman senate
then sent Gneaus Pompeius (Pompey the Great) with the rank of proconsul and powers that
matched those of Metellus; he crossed the Pyrenees in 77 BCE.

With the port of Carthago Nova (modern Cartagena, Spain) in the hands of the senatorial
optimates and with Pompeius advancing with his army down the Mediterranean coast,
Sertorius needed an escape route by sea. He chose the port of Dianium to use as his naval
base, opposite Ebusus, and in friendly territory, thanks to the alliance with the Contestani'®\.
It is believed that a number of forts were then constructed on promontories along the coast
of Alicante, south of Cap de la Nau, all in sight of each other (fig. 3): these include the
archaeological sites of Punta de la Torre, Penyal d’Ifac, Cap Negret and Tossal de la Cala. The
research project that we have been undertaken since 2010 has highlighted the importance of
the Cap de la Nau for Sertorius’ creation of these coastal fortifications (Sala-Sellés & Moratalla
2014).

With the usual trade-routes closed to Sertorius, and the ports of Ebusus and Carthago Nova
lost, surveillance and possible military action against senatorial ships became a necessity. As
Strabo recounts, it is likely that Sertorius made an agreement with the Cilician pirates whose
fleet was based in the port of Dianium.*".. Ancient writers place three important battles along
this coast, especially the Battle of Sucro in 75 BCE, which shifted the momentum of the conflict
to the senatorial forces. Knowledge of the military conflict has advanced in recent decades,
thanks to archaeology. The documentation by Ribera!®" of the destruction of Valentia by the
Pompeians showed the reality of events that until then had been known from only historical
writing.

Taking the archaeological context of the destruction of Valentia as the terminus ante quem,
we can address the coastal forts - castella - that housed small garrisons of the Sertorian
army. The forts at Tossal de la Cala and Penya de I’Aguila, where the lead coins were found,
are characterized by the presence of weaponry, Roman items of war, construction and
maintenance tools, and Roman kitchenware (fig. 13)%2. Iberian ceramics, initially ascribed
to the presence of local villagers, consist mainly of storage cups and amphorae that probably
contained local Iberian supplies for provisioning the Roman troops. Many coins have been
found, mainly Roman Republican asses, as well as some Iberian issues*’l. The circulation
pattern appears similar to that in military environments. Everything suggests that the lead
coins discussed here were current in the forts, particularly when bronze and silver coins
became scarce during the conflict. It is possible that they were made in the area of the forts,
or the area under Sertorius’ control. There is as yet no evidence linking the name, N-CALECI,
to the Sertorian faction.

291 Periocha, CXV.

B9 Strab., 3.4.6; Sala et al. 2013, p. 202-5)
BU Ribera 1995.

1321 Bayo 2014; Bayo et al. in press.

(331 Doménech-Belda 2014.
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Our excavations have shown that the forts have one occupation level only: they were
constructed ex novo on arocky substratum and abandoned at the end of the conflict, following
the murder of Sertorius in 72 BCE. The sites were violently destroyed and never re-occupied.
The finds of the N-CALECI coins in the Penya de I’Aguila fort, with the as from Valencia,
suggests that the two were lost or abandoned at the same time, and that the fort were among
the last strongholds of the Sertorian troops, in a location of difficult access, while they were
awaiting the arrival of a ship with which to flee from the port of Denia®, ¢. 72 to 70 BCEP°;
this provides a terminus ante quem for dating the lead coins. The same is true for Tossal de la
Cala where we have clear evidence of a violent end.

Where the precisely the lead coins were made, who made them, and whether they were
specifically made for the army, is as yet unclear. We may learn more about these the lead
coins as new specimens come to light, especially if found in archaeological contexts. New
finds could advance our understanding of the function of these pieces, their distribution
pattern and, finally, the role they played in the history of ancient Hispania.

34 Abad et al. 2017.

(%) Tn c. 70 B.C. Cicero accuses Verres of looting the boats of Sicilian fishermen, with the excuse that they were
Sertorian soldiers who had fled from the port of Dianium (Cic. Ver. 5, 146, 151 and 154).

~ 56—



TWO LEAD COINS WITH THE LEGEND N-CALECI FROM SERTORIAN FORTS

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abad et al. 2017

L. ABAD CASAL, A. ALVAREZ-OSSORIO, S. BAYo, C.
DOMENECH, J. MORATALLA, F. PrRADOS, A. RONDA,
F. Sata & M. TENDERO, Nueva interpretaciéon del
Passet de Segaria y la Penya de I'’Aguila en el contexto
de las guerras civiles romanas. In: 6¢ Congrés d’Estudis
de la Marina Alta, (Denia), 2017, p. 49-59.

Arboledas 2010

L. ARBOLEDAS MARTINEZ, Mineria y metalurgia
romana en el sur de la Peninsula Ibérica. Sierra
Morena oriental. BAR-IS 2121, Oxford, 2010.

Arce & Burkhalter (ed.) 1993

J. ARCE & F. BURKHALTER (ed.), Bronces y Religion
romana. Actas del XI Congreso Internacional de
Bronces Antiguos, Madrid mayo - junio 1990. Madrid,
1993.

Bayo 2014

S.Bayo FUENTES, Identificacion del uso del espacio
y su momento histérico a partir de los contextos
materiales. In: SALA-SELLES & J. MORATALLA (ed.)
2014, p. 99-113.

Bayo et al. in press

S. BAyo, C. DOMENECH-BELDA, & F. SALA-SELLES,
Cultura material de la presencia militar romana
republicana en la costa alicantina. In: URoZ & RIBERA
(ed.), in press.

Bernal & Lagdstena (ed.) 2004

D. BERNAL & L. LAGOSTENA (ed.), Actas del
Congreso Internacional, FIGLINAE BAETICAE.
Talleres alfareros y producciones cerdmicas en la
Bética romana (s. Il a. C a VII d.C.) Universidad de
Cddiz, noviembre 2003. BAR-IS 1266, Oxford, 2004.

Blanco & Luzon 1966
A. Branco & J.-M. LuzOnN, Mineros antiguos
espanoles. ArchEspArq 39, 1966, p. 73-88.

]J.-M. Blazquez, C. Domergue & P. Silliéres
(ed.) 2002

J.-M. BLAzQUEz, C. DOMERGUE & P. SILLIERES
(ed.), La loba (Fuenteobejuna, province de Cordoue,
Espagne) : la mine et le village minier antiques.
Bordeaux, 2002.

Casariego, Cores & Pliego 1987

A. CasARIEGO, G. CoRrEs & F. PLIEGO, Catdlogo
de plomos monetiformes de la Hispania Antigua.
Madrid, 1987.

Chaves & Otero 2002

F. CHAVES & P. OTERO, Los Hallazgos Monetales.
In: BLAZQUEZ, DOMERGUE & SILLIERES (ed.) 2002,
p. 161-30.

Crisa (ed.) 2021

A. CrisA, Tokens, value and identity. Exploring
monetiform objects in Antiquity and the Middle
Ages. Travaux du Cercle d’études numismatiques 22,
Brussels, 2021.

de Callatay 2021

Fr. bE CALLATAY, Sprintiae: a rich and forgotten
past historiography (16"-18" centuries: why it
matters for our present undertanding. In: CRIsA
(ed.) 2021, p. 176-191.

de la Hoz 2011

J. DE LA Hoz MonNTOYA, Circulacion monetaria
romana en la Cuenca Minera de Riotinto. In:
J.A.PEREZ et al. (ed.) 2011, p. 143-170.

Doménech-Belda 2014

C. DoMmENECH-BELDA, El conflicto sertoriano
en el sureste peninsular a través de los registros
numismadticos. In: SALA-SELLES & MORATALLA (ed.)
2014, p. 91-97.

Falcé & Casabo 1989

V. FALCO & J.A. CasaBO, Téssera de plom inedita
trobada al jaciment ibéric del Pic de I’Aguila (Dénia,
Alacant). Xdbiga 5, 1989, p. 66-75.

Garcia Bellido 1966
A. GAaArcia BeLrLipo, Sucellus
ArchEspArq 39, 1966, p. 125-29.

Garcia Bellido 1986

M.-P. Garcfa BEerLIDO, Nuevos documentos
sobre minerfa y agriculturas romanas en Hispania.
ArchEspArq 59, 1986, p. 13-46.

Garcia Bellido 1993

M.-P. GARciA BELLIDO, Sobre el culto de Volcanus
y Sucellus en Hispania. Testimonios numismaticos.
In: ARCE & BURKHALTER (ed.) 1993, p. 161-170.

Garcia Bellido & Blazquez 2001

M.-P. GARcia-BELLiIpDO & C. BLAZQUEZ.
Diccionario De Cecas Y Pueblos Hispdnicos. Madrid,
2001, 2 vol.

Jufer & Luginbiihl 2001
N. JureR & T. LUGINBUHL, Répertoire des dieux
gaulois. Paris, 2001.

Lassere 2007
J.-M. LASSERE, Manuel d’épigraphie romaine.
Paris, 2007, 2 vol.

en Espafa.



Carolina DOMENECH-BELDA & Feliciana SALA-SELLES

Liou 1993

B. Liou, Inscriptions peintes sur amphores de
Narbonne (Port-la-Nautique). Archaeonautica 11,
1993, p. 131-148.

Mora 2002

B. MoRA SErRRANO, El depodsito de plomos
monetiformes de las termas de Alameda (; Vrgapa?),
Malaga. Numisma 246 (afio LII), 2002, p. 39-67.

Mora 2004

B. Mora SERRANO, Plomos monetiformes y su
relacién con la produccidn y transporte del aceite
bético. In: BERNAL & LAGOSTENA (ed.) 2004, p. 527-
36.

Mora 2005

B. Mora SErRrRANO, Un depdsito de plomos
monetiformes de procedencia bética conservado en
el Museo Arqueoldgico Nacional. In: XIII Congreso
Internacional de Numismdtica (Madrid 2003), vol. 1,
Madrid, 2005, p. 517-22.

Pérez et al. (ed.) 2011

J.A. PErez, A. DeLcapo, J.-M. PEREzZ &
F.J. Garcia (ed.), Rio Tinto. Historia, patrimonio
minero y turismo cultural. Huelva, 2011.

Ribera 1995

A. RiBERA I LAcomMmBA, La primera evidencia
arqueoldgica de la destruccién de Valentia por
Pompeyo. JRA 8, 1995, p. 19-40.

Ripollés 1988
P.-P. RiproLLES ALEGRE, La Ceca de Valentia.
Estudis Numismatics Valencians 2, Valencia, 1988.

Rodriguez 2017
G. RODRIGUEZ GAVILA, Plomos monetiformes con
leyenda N. CALECI. Hécate 4, 2017, p. 76-85.

Rostowzew 1903

M. I. Rostowzew, Tesserarum urbis Romae et
suburbi plumbearum sylloge. St. Petersburg, 1903 &
Supl. I, 1905 (Reprint Bolonia, 1979).

Sala-Sellés, Bayo & Moratalla 2013

F. SALA-SELLES, S. BAYO & J. MORATALLA,
Dianium, Sertorio y los piratas cilicios. Conquista y
romanizacion de la Contestania ibérica. In: Pirateria
y seguridad maritima en el Mediterrdneo Antiguo,
SPAL Monografias XVII, 2013, p.187-209.

Sala-Sellés & Moratalla (ed.) 2014

F.SALA-SELLES & J. MORATALLA (ed.), Las Guerras
Civiles romanas en Hispania: una revision histérica
desde la Contestania. Alicante, 2014.

Sinner et al. 2020

A.G. SINNER, D. MARTINEZ-CHICO & M.
FERRANTE, El yacimiento subacudtico de Las
Amoladeras, Cabo de Palos (Cartagena). Nuevos
enfoques arqueomeétricos. Zephyrus 85, 2020, p. 139-
162.

Stannard 1995

C. STANNARD, Iconographic parallels between the
local coinages of Central Italy and Baetica in the first
century BC. Acta Numismatica 25, 1995, p. 47-97.

Stannard 2005

C. STANNARD, Numismatic evidence for relations
between Spain and central Italy at the turn of the first
and second centuries BC. SNR 84, 2005, p. 4-80.

Stannard 2020

C. STANNARD, Apollo and the Little Man with the
Strigils. In: STROOBANTS & LAUWERs (ed.) 2020,
p. 95-124.

Stannard et al. 2017

C.STANNARD, A.G. SINNER, N. MONCUNILL MART{
& J. FERRER I JaNE, A plomo monetiforme from
the Iberian settlement of Cerro Lucena (Enguera,
Valencia) with a north-eastern Iberian legend, and
the Italo-Baetican series. Journal of Archaeological
Numismatics 7, 2017, p. 59-106.

Stannard et al. 2019

C. STANNARD, A.G. SINNER, & M. FERRANTE,
Trade between Minturnae and Hispania in the late
Republic. A comparative isotopic analysis of the
Minturnaean lead issues and the Spanish plomos
monetiformes of the Italo-Baetican series, and
numismatic and epigraphic evidence of the trade.
NC 179, 2019, p. 123-172.

Stannard et al. 2021

C. STANNARD, A.G. SINNER, B. MORA SERRANO
& G.L. GreGORI. Trade between Minturnae and
Hispania in the late Republic (2). The mines and
Societates of southern Hispania. NC 181, 2021, p. 53-
92.

Stroobants & Lauwers 2020

F. StroOBANTS & C. LAUWERS (ed.), Detur
dignissimo. Studies in honour of Johan van Heesch.
Travaux du Cercle d’études numismatiques 21,
Brussels, 2020.

Trilla & Calero 2008

E. TRiLLA & A. CALERO, Los plomos monetiformes
de época romana en la isla de Mallorca. ActaNum 38,
2008, p. 55-85.



®

TWO LEAD COINS WITH THE LEGEND N-CALECI FROM SERTORIAN FORTS

Uroz & Ribera (ed.) in press

H. Uroz & A. RiBera (ed.): Cultura material
romana en la Hispania republicana. Contextos
privilegiados y estado de la cuestion. Actas del
Congreso Internacional (Lezuza, Albacete, 22-24
abril 2016). In press.

van Berchem 1936

D. vaN BErcHEM, Tesséres ou calculi ? Essai
d’interprétation des jetons romains en plomb. RN 4¢
sér., 39, 1936, p. 297-315.

Vera 1999

D. VERA, Massa fundorum. Forme della grande
proprieta e poteri della citta in Italia fra Costantino e
Gregorio Magno. MEFRA 111/2, 1999, p. 991-1025.

Virlouvet 1988

C. VIRLOUVET, Plombs romains monétiformes
et tesséres frumentaires. A propos d’une confusion.
RN 6¢ sér., 30, 1988, p. 120-148.

Woytek 2004
B. WoYTEK, Metalla-Pragungen des Kaisers Traian
und seiner Nachfolger. NZ 111/112, 2004, p. 35-68.






CERCLE D’ETUDES NUMISMATIQUES
FUROPEAN CENTRE FOR NUMISMATIC STUDIES —
CENTRE EUROPEEN D’ETUDES NUMISMATIQUES
BRUXELLES

asbl, founded in 1964
Boulevard de 'Empereur 4, B-1000 Bruxelles

Membership is open to all. Members are entitled to:

+ Receive the quarterly BCEN

« Have access to monthly meeting, jointly with the Royal Numismatic Society of Belgium
(SRNB) every 31 Saturday of the month, at the Royal Library of Belgium, Boulevard de 'Empereur 4,

B-1000 Bruxelles

« Receive advance notice of forthcoming monographs at special offer prices
« Purchase back issues of our publication (good photocopies for 1964-69, original from 1969 onwards)
« Have the annual subscription to the JourNAL oF ArcH#oLOGICAL NUMISMATICS at a special rate.

Our publications

Bulletin du CEN (BCEN) : quadrimestral, published since 1964

Dossiers du CEN : 6 volumes

Travaux du CEN : 22 volumes published since 1967 (the volumes 1, 2,7, 9, 11 et 14 are out of print)

3. Marcel THIRION, Les trésors monétaires gaulois

et romains trouvés en Belgique, 1967 ......ccoooeveveveeernne €19
4. Ivo SUETENS, Bibliographie numismatique.

Supplément : Ordres et décorations I, 1969 ................ €12
5. Joseph GHYSSENS, Les petits deniers de Flandre

des Xl et XIESIECIES, T97T vt €19

6. André VAN KeyMEULEN, Les trésors monétaires
modernes découverts en Belgique (1434-1970).

Met tweetalige inleiding, 1973 ... €19
8. Ivo SueTeNs, Bibliographie numismatique.
Supplément : Ordres et décorations II, 1977 ............... €16

10. Henri PoTTIER, Analyse d’un trésor de monnaies en
bronze enfoui au VI¢siécle en Syrie byzantine. Contri-
bution a la méthodologie numismatique, 1983 ........ €25

12. Francois DE CALLATAY, Georges DepevroT & Léandre
VILLARONGA, L'argent monnayé d’Alexandre le Grand
A AUGUSEE, 1993 ..ooet covveermcrerireesesisseesesesessessssessesssessssssnsessens €16

13. Aimé Haeck, Middeleeuwse muntschatten
gevonden in Belgié. Trésors médiévaux
découverts en Belgique (750-1433), 1996 ....cccovvevvvernnnnne. €20

Subscription rates for 2023
BCEN: € 39 (Belgium & abroad)

BCEN & JAN: € 80 (Belgium & abroad)
JAN: € 49 (Belgium & abroad)

Subscriptions & orders on info@cen-numismatique.com
or on the website www.cen-numismatique.com

15. A. HAeck, Middeleeuwse muntschatten
gevonden in Belgié. Trésors médiévaux découverts

en Belgique (750-1433), Supplément, 2010 ........ccccoouueee. €10
16. C. WoLkow, Un trésor balkanique de monnaies
byzantines et latines du XIII® siécle, 2016 ...........cccccccce €19

17.J.-M. Doven & V. Genevieve (éd.), Hekaté triformis.

Mélanges de numismatique et d’archéologie

en mémoire de Marc Bar, 2017 ... € 65
18. ). DurrAsNES & E. LesLois, Fibules et autres artefacts

du premier Moyen Age découverts dans la basse

vallée de la Haine et sur les territoires limitrophes

(bas-plateau du pays d’Ath et Hauts-Pays), 2017 ... € 40
19. Chr. Lauwers, Production et usages monétaires en

Gaule du Nord (I111¢ s av. - 1X® s. ap. J.-C.), 2018 ......... €45
20. J-M. DoveN & C. MorrissoN (éd.), Mélanges de

numismatique et d’archéologie de Byzance offerts a

Henri POLLIEr, 2019 ... €65
21. Fr. StrooBANTs & Chr. Lauwers (éd.), Detur dignissimo.

Studies in honour of Johan van Heesch, 2020 ........ € 80
22. A. CrisA, Tokens, value and identity. Exploring

monetiform objects in Antiquity and the Middle

AGES, 2021.ccuciuiieireriieerieeereeeesiaeessasesessessessessssessesse s seaenes € 40

For further details contact:
KBR - CEN, c/o Jean-Marc DOYEN, Boulevard de 'Empereur 4, B-1000 Bruxelles
jourarch.num@gmail.com
The Journal of Archeological Numismatics (JAN) is published annually by the CEN

»



®

THE JOURNAL OF ARCHAOLOGICAL NUMISMATICS
VOLUME 11 - 2021

THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

Déformer, plier et rouler les monnaies : ol, quand, par qui et pourquoi ? v

ETUDES ET TRAVAUX

Carolina DOMENECH-BELDA & Feliciana SALA-SELLES - Two lead coins with the legend
N- Caleci from Sertorian forts of the Roman civil wars in Hispania 43

Tomislav BILIC - Augustan coins from Sisak and coin circulation in the Augustan period in
Siscia 61

Josabeth MILLEREUX-LE BECHENNEC & Jean-Marc DOYEN avec la coll. ’Amélie CORSIEZ,
Claire FAVART, Aurore Louis et Tarek OUESLATI - Les fonctions de la monnaie dans la
nécropole tardoantique de la citadelle d’Amiens (Somme, France) 89

DOSSIER : LA MONNAIE EN CONTEXTE - Dater la monnaie / dater le contexte : état de
la question

Jean-Marc DoOYEN avec la coll. de Jean-Patrick DUCHEMIN & Ludovic TROMMENSCHLAGER
« La monnaie en contexte : dater la monnaie / dater le contexte »
Journée d’étude dédiée al'archéonumismatique (Université de Lille, 8 février 2019) 229

Fabien P1LON - Date Estimative de Perte et contextes archéologiques : principes directeurs et
validation de la méthode 239

Thibault CARDON & Bénédicte GuILLOT - Elbeuf (Eure), rue Guynemer (XIVe-XVIII¢s.) :
que faire des décalages chronologiques (monnaies/contextes) ? 257

Bernadette Soum avec la collaboration de Stéphane ALIX - Autun (Sadne-et-Loire), Caserne
Changarnier : exercice autour d'un lot monétaire tardif stratifié 269

Zakia Loum - Les monnaies des sanctuaires de Henchir El Hami et de Henchir Ghayadha
(Tunisie) : retour sur le contexte 295

Flavia MARANI - Définir les limites de la circulation de la monnaie de bronze pendant
I'Antiquité tardive : 'apport des fouilles des ateliers métallurgiques de Rome 313

Pierre NOUVEL & Kévin CHARRIER - Les monnaies de l'agglomération/sanctuaire de
Magny-Cours (Eduens / Niévre). Approches chronospatiales 327

RECENSIONS ET NOTES DE LECTURE

Antonella ARzZONE & Alessandra MARINELLO - Museo di Castelvecchio. Lead Tokens.
Tessere di piombo (Jean-Marc DoYEN) ; Flavia MARANI — La moneta nel Lazio tardoantico.
Circolazione, economia e societa tra IV e VII secolo (Jean-Marc DOYEN) ; Giacomo PARDINI,
Nicola PARISE & Flavia MARANI (éd.) - Numismatica e Archeologia. Monete, stratigrafie e
contesti. Dati a confronto. Workshop Internazionale di Numismatica (Jean-Marc DOYEN) 357

- in
tHisToire "}

@ ) TR PTJHADES
CERCLE D’ETUDES NUMISMATIQUES iMonpes i Ce=] L csiaranes

A NciENs i
5 H

ISSN 2294-1118

»





